ABSTRACT

The research aims at establishing the basis for transboundary water sharing and the
inherent legal framework with respect to such water sharing in India with specific
reference to India and Bangladesh. Transboundary Water Sharing is a concept which
revolves around the sharing of waters of a transboundary river located on a common river
basin. Transboundary Water Sharing encompasses those principles that aim at ensuring
effective water allocation and distribution of water between states, thereby maintaining
its quality, and hence acting as deterrence to water conflicts among nations and states.
The said work establishes the connection between transboundary water sharing and
international principles, and how they can be incorporated in water sharing treaties
between states. The work seeks to examine and provide for an explanation of the regime
governing transboundary water management in the global context in regards to the
common law principles and international instruments. Further, there seems to be a defect
in the Indian regime governing water sharing between nations as there is a conflict
between the powers of the state and the centre, regulating the said issue. More
specifically, the work seeks to highlight the contours of issues pertaining to the issue of
transboundary water sharing between India and Bangladesh with regards to the 1996
Treaty, the Teesta deal and other issues such as the Tipaimukh Dam, and thus provide for
a model treaty for promotion of cooperation over water sharing between the two riparian

regions.
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