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<Q ~'A Glossary of Contemporary Literary Theory'~~~ 'Polyphonic 

literally, many voiced. The term is associated with the theories of Mikhail Baktin, 

especially with his idea of the polyphonic novel. In this study of Dustoevsky Baktin 

argues that Dostoevsky was the creator ofthe polyphonic novel. Baktin uses the 

word voice in a spcial ways (was), to include not just matters linguistic but also 

matters relating to IDEOLOGY and power in society, voice for dostoevsky refers 

not just to and originating person, but to a network of beliefs and power relation-
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