
CHAPTER -  IX



M A JO R  F IN D IN G S AND C O N C L U S IO N (s)

Tiny State Sikkim  is often referred to as the Sw itzerland o f the 

East. It is m ainly  because o f the sim plicity o f  the people and the natural 

beauty tha t g lo rify  its uniqueness. The topography is rough and the hair pin 

bent roads are d ifficu lt to negotiate unlike p lains. B ut, it is exactly  due to its 

orig inal geographical and topographical features th a t S ikkim  finds its place 

am ongst the m u st-v is it tourist destinations o f  India.

The findings reveal(s) that a Sm all K ingdom , ruled by the 

Chogyal dynasty  over three centuries, cam e to an abrup t end in 1975 and 

dem ocracy w as ushered in. The Colonial adm in istra tion  had little  influence in 

this reg ion , but the Indian Independence in 1947 b rough t a sense o f  se lf rule 

and freedom  am ong the m ass. The C onstitu tion o f  India  w as am ended in 1975 

and A rtic le  371 F o f  the C onstitution as a special p rov ision  was designed 

especially  for p rov id ing  C onstitu tional p ro tec tion  for the State o f  Sikkim . The 

G overnm ent o f  India  did not use any forceful m eans to uproo t the M onarchy in 

S ikkim  as in the case o f  Princely  States o f  India, it w as a popular revolu tion  

that led to the abo lition  o f  M onarchy in Sikkim . G radually , an educated class 

and e lites  em erged  craving for the adm in istra tion  and se lf  governance that 

cu lm inated  to com bine individual and co llective  responsib ilities. The 

h is to rica lly  s ign ifican t R evolution o f 1973, the C onstitu tional A m endm ent 

Act, 1974, the C onstitu tional A m endm ent A ct, 1975 and Referendum  o f  the 

People in 1975 nu llified  the  pow ers o f  the M onarch. U ltim ately , m ore than 

three cen tu ries  old M onarchical institu tion  cam e to an abrup t end.

The m ajo r P o litica l Parties before m erger w ere: -

S ikkim  N ational Party, S ikkim  C ongress Party , Sikkim  Janata 

C ongress, N ational Congress Party , etc.

They dem anded for the electoral reform s and to do away w ith the 

crirrimunai vo ting  system  and in troduction o f  the system  o f ‘one man, one 

v o le '. It is essen tial here to m ention som e o f  the  p rom inen t political leaders
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and revo lu tionaries o f  pre-m erger and post-m erger period  o f  Sikkim. They are 

nam ely, C. S. Rai, C. D. Rai, Tashi Tshering, Sonam  T shering, Cap. D im ik 

Singh Lepcha, L. D. Kazi, D. B. Tiwari, R ashm i P rasad  A lley, D orjee Dadul, 

Tika Lall N iroula , B iraspati Parsai, Chandra Lall Sharm a, K rishna Lall D ahal, 

N am gyal Tshering, N ay an Tshering Lepcha, C huk-C huk Sangderpa, 

C hangchup B hutia, A bichandra Kharel, J. R atna B ahadur K hatri, Buddhim an 

Rai, K atuk Lam a, Ongdi Bhutia, K. C. Pradhan, N ahkul Pradhan, N anda Lai 

Sharm a (P anchakotay), G arjam an Gurung (rela ted  betw een  1974 & 78 for 1®‘ 

Sikkim  L egisla tive A ssem bly and not present M in ister G. M. G urung, HRDD), 

Nar B ahadur B handari, R. C. Poudyal, B. B. G ooroong, N. B. K hatiw ada, 

D orjee T shering  B hutia, D. K. Bhandari, D. N. T ew ari, K arm a Peda, K. N. 

U preti, S. M. L im boo, Paw an Cham ling and others. .

Further, the research  study reveals the fact tha t S ikkim  Janata Congress, 

N ational Party  and Sikkim  State Congress (betw een 1973 and 1975) p layed  a 

vital ro le for estab lish ing  the future dem ocratic in s titu tio n s  in Sikkim. These 

Po litical Parties and the leaders were pro-people and strugg led  for estab lish ing  

a dem ocratic  ru le in the State. During th is period , the socio-econom ic 

condition  o f  the m ajority  o f  the people w as poor and a counted  few w ere the 

advantaged  ones in  term s o f wealth. In o ther w ords, there  w as a w ide gap 

betw een the rich  and the poor. That gap is being narrow ed  now  w ith the advent 

o f  dem ocracy  and a dem ocratic force in term s o f  the ru le  by elected popular 

G overnnienis is ano ther finding of the present study.

A nother analysis  o f  the research study is the  ro le  p layed by Kazi 

Lhendup D orjee K hangsarpa and N ar B ahadur B handari seem ed to be 

consonance w ith  regard  to pro-m erger and an ti-m erger. The study also 

attem pts to focus on the in tegration o f  S ikkim  w ith  the Indian Union as a 

Prim ary O bjective. B ut, in later years, B handari took  the stand against m erger 

o f S ikkim  w ith  Ind ia  and called  Kazi Lhendup D orjee  K hangsarpa (L. D. K azi) 

as D esk  B echuw a  (The m an who sold the C oun try ). Furtherm ore, a 

com parative analysis  o f  A rticle  370 and 371 F reveals  the fact that Sikkim 

does not com m and the same s t a t u s  with that o f  Jam m u & Kashm ir. H ow ever,
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A rticles 370 and 371 F can be narrated as C onstitu tion  w ith in  the C onstitu tion  

o f India. The old Laws and in particular Revenue O rder No. 1 (1897 & 1917) 

safeguard the righ ts o f  the Sikkimese B hutia-L epcha w ith  regard to the 

possession  o f th e ir landed properties.

Sikkim , a fter the m erger, is now like any o ther Ind ian  State w ith  regard 

to the institu tional fram ew ork, structure o f  the organs o f  the G overnm ent like 

L egisla ture , E xecutive, Judiciary, Bureaucracy, B lock  D evelopm ent O ffices 

(The B lock Level A dm inistrative Centres) and grassroo t level Z illa  Panchayat 

and G ram  P anchayats for local adm inistration and devo lu tion  o f  Pow ers so as 

to de liver the goods for the rural people. By and large, the adm in istra tion  is 

sm ooth to satisfy  the  expectations o f the people. The Law  and O rder situation  

is handled  p roperly  and Sikkim  is a terror Free State.

Since, S ikkim  is a border State w here enough care is taken w ith regard 

to the te rrito ria l lim its o f  the State in the m idst o f  B hutan, N epal, Tibet 

(C hina) bo rders  as w ell as p r e v e n t i n g  in filtra tion  and insurgency  in the State. 

H ow ever, a s tra tegy  is necessary  to find out an a lte rnative  for the N ational 

H ighw ay -  31 A. The present G overnm ent under the leadersh ip  o f  Pa wan 

C ham ling is w ork ing  tow ards m eeting the dem ands o f  the people w ith  u tm ost 

ded ication  and sincerity . There is a trem endous p rog ress in the socio-econom ic 

condition  o f the people  o f  Sikkim  from 1994 onw ards as com pared to 1979 to 

1993 w ith  regard  to sanitation, drinking w ater supply , roads, footpaths, 

e lec trifica tion , in frastruc tu re , LPG gas connections, educational fac ilities from 

School level to C ollege level and U niversity  level, em ploym ent opportunities, 

fo restry , anim al husbandry , horticulture, flo ricu ltu re , ag ricu ltu re , tourism , 

p lann ing  and b eau tifica tion  o f  towns, hosp ita ls, industries , m odernization  o f 

housing  fac ilitie s, capacity  build ing program m e fo r the educated  youths etc. 

The G reen M ission  is aim ed at m aking Sikkim  a green  garden  State and m ore 

beau tifu l w ith  aesthetic  look, as eco-tourism  d estina tion , s tab ilizing  the slopes 

and roads by w ay o f soil conservation and re ju v en atio n  o f  the dried  out 

w aterho les and d isas te r m anagem ent.
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M oreover, Sikkim  has the potential to generate over 8,000 m egaw atts o f 

hydel pow er. I f  th is entire potential is developed, the State w ill earn the 

d istinction  o f  being  a power surplus State. In addition the sale o f  the surplus 

pow er w ill p rovide adequate revenues to undertake developm ental 

program m es for the People o f  the State, particu la rly  those living in  rural areas. 

Therefore, the SDF Governm ent will earn the credit o f  generating  surplus 

pow er and to supply  to other parts o f the country  or to the neighbouring  areas. 

H ow ever, the state  G overnm ent should undertake the com m issioning  o f such 

projects very  carefu lly  keeping in view all the im portan t factors.

Further, th is  research study highlights the fact tha t the first dem ocratic 

G overnm ent o f  K azi Lhendup Dorjee K hangsarpa (L. D. K azi) p layed a very 

im portant ro le  in estab lish ing  the dem ocratic  set up in Sikkim  and also the 

in tegration  o f  S ikkim  into the Indian U nion in 1975. B ut, it cam e to an end in 

1979 w hich paved  the way for N. B. B handari and his Sikkim  Janata  Parishad 

to come to P ow er and the slogan w hich his party  m ade was tha t “To get back 

Sikkim  for the  S ikk im ese”. He put forw ard his efforts so as to bring rapid 

socio-econom ic developm ent in various sec to rs o f  the State. The G overnm ent 

in the C entre s tarted  pum ping m assive fund in  the Five Y ear P lans and Annual 

Plans o f  the S tate. There was, no doubt, how ever, som e m ajor progress in the 

State ow ing to flow  o f  the enorm ous outlay prov ided  for its p lanned econom ic 

developm ent, bu t w as not found to the ex tent, it should have been practically .

N. B. B handari and D. K. Bhandari (w ife o f  N. B. B handari) should be 

saluted for the  recogn ition  o f the S ta te ’s lingua -franca  v iz., N epali Language 

com m only spoken  by all people o f  S ikkim  and to get its C onstitu tional 

recognition  as w ell as inclusion in the V lll th  Schedule o f  the C onstitu tion  o f 

India on A ugust 20'*’, 1992.

F urther, the  subsequent rule by B. B. G ooroong and S. M. Lim boo as 

C h ie f M in isters  w as noth ing  but a passing  phase . H ow ever, it was significant 

w ith  regard  to the CBI case against B handari by B. B. G ooroong and 

im plem enta tion  o f  M andal C om m ission’s recom m endations for in troduction  o f
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Other B ackw ard  C lasses people in the S tate by S. M. L im boo. The M ost 

Backw ard C lasses was introduced by Paw an Cham ling.

Since 1994, the SDF Party which cam e to pow er under the leadersh ip  o f 

Pawan C ham ling  is quite significant so as to pro ject an all-round  developm ent 

in various fields. It stands for the G overnm ent o f  ‘BA RE FO OTED PE O PL E ’, 

and to call “JA N A TA  RAIM A JANTAI R A JA ” (in  a popular regim e, people 

reign suprem e).

As a m atter o f  fact, we find dem ocracy in true  sense o f the term  and 

socio-econom ic developm ents at par w ith  other S tates o f  India. Pawan 

Cham ling is responsib le  for long cherished desire o f  the people so as to bring 

a revo lu tionary  change in the higher, co lleg iate  and U niversity  level education 

in term s o f  in troducing  and establishing Sikkim  M anipal U niversity , Sikkim  

M anipal In stitu te  o f  Technology, Sikkim M anipal M edical C ollege and Central 

U niversity  in the nam e o f Sikkim  U niversity , E astern  U niversity  for Integrated 

Learning in  M anagem ent, ICFAI U niversity , P o ly techn ics and Training 

Institu tes, etc. H is efforts, vision, m ission and dream s have com e true to build 

a strong dem ocracy .

To re tite ra te , the research study reveals the fact th a t one o f the m ost 

im portant ach ievem ents o f  Pawan C ham ling’s ru le is strengthening  o f 

Panchayati Raj Institu tions and Block D evelopm ent O ffices w ith  adequate and 

decen tra lized  pow ers. The fourth estate  has also show n a trem endous 

im provem ent in  o rd er to voice public op in ion  and freedom  o f  expression  o f 

their th ough ts  th ro u g h  the prin t and electronic  m edia.

S ikkim  is a sm all State and is striv ing  hard  to develop fu rther in term s 

o f  socio -econom ic  and political arena along w ith  its natural beauty . One thing 

we should  rem em ber here that terrorism  is unheard. Sikkim  is P lastic free, 

litter free, sp it free , crim e free, eco friend ly  and also  know n as lush green 

State o f  Ind ia  including40%  seat reservation  in Panchayati Raj Institu tion  for
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wom en em pow erm ent. But, peace is an essence o f  Sikkim  and it is because o f 

conserted effo rts  o f  Paw an Cham ling and his succeeding G overnm ents.

F urtherm ore, the study reveals the fact tha t the role o f  opposition  

parties is very  neg lig ib le , however, they should w ork constructively  w ith 

positive a ttitude  so as to uplift the socio-econom ic condition o f  the people o f 

the State and also  strengthening the dem ocratic values. It is also found in the 

research study th a t a healthy w ork culture am ongst the people and the 

G overnm ent em ployees and the N on-G overnm ental O rganisations (N G O ’s) 

w ith good leadersh ip  quality seem to be fast grow ing. The G overnm ent’s 

policy  tow ards G overnm ent em ployees is alw ays positive.

M oreover, the Hum an D evelopm ent R eports, the V ision  D ocum ents and 

other effo rts  o f  the  G overnm ent o f  Sikkim  fu rther add to fu lfilling  the dream s 

o f Paw an C ham ling  so as to make Sikkim  a m odel and “One o f  the B est States 

o f  Ind ia” . For w hich  all w alks o f  life irrespective  o f  caste, creed, colour, sex, 

race, re lig ion , cu ltu re  and languages in S ikkim  should com e together to project 

the fu ture im age o f  our beautiful H im alayan State Sikkim  as one o f the m ost 

peaceful S tates o f  India.

F urther, it is a great boon for the three  ethnic com m unities o f  Sikkim  

viz., the L epcha, the B hutia and the N epalis  for having been exem pted from 

the perv iew  o f  the Indian Incom e Tax 1961 and Sikkim  Incom e Tax, 1948 w ith 

effect from  June 16, 2008. That is to say, “NO PEO PLE OF SIKKIM  ORIGIN 

HAS TO PA Y  IN CO M E TAX AT A LL” . This tax exem ption  will give Sikkim 

people a re l ie f  and is a significant achievem ent o f  the Sikkim  D em ocratic 

Front G overnm ent under the able leadersh ip  o f  Paw an C ham ling.

The rep resen ta tion  to the new ly declared  tribals  o f  Sikkim  nam ely, the 

L im boos and  the Tam angs still rem ains unsolved. By and large, Sikkim  from 

1975 to till date  is highly  developed w hen com pared to Sikkim  before M erger 

period.
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