' Xeeplng the s}hbﬁ%apped peaks of the HHimslayan wuith
her turbulant rivers on the nortin, and the flat agrarien plalns
on the south with & stelp of deep forest at the ‘i‘oothills govering
the entire duars and tefai, lorxth. }éenggal with her 21,116 SqeKime
area g an advinistretive division of the State of l~Je;36~I§é.*ié;al,
Indiass, The five dlstricts of Ii_crth Bengal vize GouchrBehiary Jal=
palgurd, Darjeeling, Hest Dlnajpur and Malds have ali:béethex*

tienty olght urban centrea according to the consus of India,y 1971,

Hethodology

The object of the research vork embodled in ihls
thesls 1s to study the "Urban Development in Novrth Bengal = its
proc':eshs, character and ﬁltum trends, ¥ To brinpgout the salient
urban chavacter of tlmse;ﬁ'lent}:eighf urben centres, the author has
visiﬁéﬁ zach urhan centm personally during his fleldwork whlch
took tvo and half years from May 1973 to Octoher 1975.

The extreme dearth of data and source materials have
compelied the author to visit the urban centres personally und to
collect Information directly from those institutions widch ate
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related wilth the urban functions of a tovn, The present vork

consists of the i‘bl_lovingt-

le Fleld worl,
g Data Collection.

3, Scuree meterlialse,

(1 Fleld=vwork® Ffor the ldnduge waps-of the mejor
tovns of North Bengal and for colloction of data the suthor has

done some field vork for over two years (1973-1975).

Lan g"‘l;gg Maps? As the Mouza sheot maps of Sottle-
ment Department of West Bengal which showe? the divigions of all
.plots of a‘ town neatly, vere not available for all towns hecuuse Of
its resti-iction in selling due to Covernment®g politlcal reason or
pollcyy the suthor has to depend on the municipal maps of 16 Inch
to 1 mile and 32 inech to imue seale for the tovas like Cooeh Beh:
Darjeeling, Enplish Bazar, Balurghat, 5iligurl ond Dinhats. And ir
c‘a'se of Jalpalgurl the author has prepéred the landuese mep based o1
the Moura sheed mops w.hich hes been nurchised from the Deputy Commi

ssloner's offlee of Jalpaigurl,

The moa za. shect maps Were geventeon in totsl, snd th
maps vere of variousg scale from 16 inch w 1 mile to 64 inch to 1L

mile and the suthor hbg to convert all those maps in a wnlform sce:
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of 16 inch to 1 mile by pantograph and then prepared the landuse
mape The authdr has ma:ﬁe the B;and*:xse map peorsonally Walking
through %5e edch and evee:s:';} stree.tfb and ‘lanet of cach town,. nbting
the utilisatieh of l-emﬁ;{z and maﬂ:‘ing the use with the hé;lp of the
index or legends, prepared by nim with the consultution of his
gulga? | | . | |

Data Collestion?

Due to the dearth of v-aadymade da the author vial-
ted pérs‘sonally meny & good nmber of orpganigationg durlng the flels
vork to bhringout the central ﬂmctﬁmal,;activitﬁés and the actuai

industrial pictures of the urtan centres of Nowth Zengsl.

In case of centrel. mnetﬂ.enal ucti.vitles;, the authox-
visited the Govemment offices like Hospiltals, P(wst and Telegraph
Departmenty State BElectriclty Board's - offlce¥ Ba;;hs and Insurances
like State 3Bark of India, Central Bunk of India‘, etcs , General Ihéu-
rancess. quca:tm'nal instlitutions, Reamational and. Cul*‘ural organi-
sations 1ike Cinema houses, mhﬂaﬂies, eticej Bata shops, i’:c-cge-

" tives and the Hotelsy etc.,fon various infomatﬁpns and has follows
ed a q\;ésti..dﬁhaixe“(.sééﬁ-éppenﬁﬁi‘f' 1}‘ and hasé¢ compiled those informe
tions to bringout thca"’*‘&eairea resilte |

To ﬁnc?but tho relationsmp botween the admind stras
tive lﬂeramm and the functionsl hierarely of the toun.a of North
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Bengsl ,the euthor hag folloved two simple nathematical methods of

(1) arithemuatie mean and (:11) Welght-mean,

The suthor has folloved a questiormaire {sce Appens
gin=2) to bring%out the &atualpiaemm of the im:‘iusﬁ:riai unite loca=

ted in. the urbaﬂn cantres of i\i’oi*th Bengal,

To bringjcut, the sallent features.of the Lopsl Urban
Governmento as well aa 4,;;«@ urban amenitics avellable in the towne
of Borth Béng&l,the suthoy has personally vicited 211 the Loeal
Self Covernments 1like Munieipslitics, Town Cormittees and the anche

Panchayats of the towng of North Densale

11’5::? colliention Gﬁ' data on the advance mede by the
different banks, the suthor per sonally visited ench andezw branek
of the nationallsed Commercilsl Banks, located in North Bengel and
hase éampilea those data o present 8 campz;ehehsivé pletire of the
role of she financlal ixza‘éitﬁt&ans in the development of urbanlse-

tioni,e

Scurce Materisl?

- - Finally the author hos conmsulted & good number of
renorts anag pardtesra and the Haps of Pelie e {Ronds) as the soures
of materials and for thls ke haavisitga& the dlstriet llbraries and

Goverment Record fooms of the individual dlstrict head guarterss
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Besldesy as this work is really a lamen responslve,
so the author met persanuliy meny persons of repute for thelr kind
informatlon and personal knowledge to exXplore the concesled past

of those urbsn cem;res-



