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Physical Ieatures of Srduy

Peipura is situptod in the csstern vegion of Indiss
The surveoyor General 0f Indio montionc that tho arda of the
tepritory:is 4036 sg.miles, whoreus survey office of Tripura
extonds the figure as LY1I1G 5q. mi;ea.‘xt iz gituated Dobtwoen
272109 on@ 240320 Horth latitudes and 91°10% ana 92°20' Bast
longitudes. 4§ the total aren of Tripurs, cbout 62 porcent
conasicte ef hilig; hillocke and hilly terpeing and thoe rest
concipts of flabt land cyiscrogacd by & number of rivars and

ﬁiv&leﬁa.i

‘Popograpbicelly, the whole territory con bo divided

ints ceven distinguishable fcatures which are as follows @

(i) Hi1l Bsoge (14) Hillock  {313i) valley (iv) %ung&'

(v) Flat leand (vi) miver  (vii) Loke,

Several b1l ronges, increasing in hight towards
‘the East run NHorth and South withwam-&vér&ge in%eéVal@ of
19-§mm.'%hﬁy rise bighor successively from Yest bo East
ond each rahge emkapcqg 3é‘ﬁéigﬁ§ froa Houth to Horth and
they are (i) Jumpal (24) Sskbin (441) Tomgthral (iv) 4thore

‘mura (v) Sordeng (vi) Boremura (vii) Deotanura. The notural

Yo Sharatbarsher Anchalik Bhoopsl, Caleutta,y 1974y P=GY,

% lunga - The low lying crea botvcen hdllocks and tilla,
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elevation of an ares is locslly khown az tiilaau Such tillias
may be called hillocsse. The landy upon such tillas are clad
wvith timbor, forests bamboo jungles and bushos which constie
tute pich sources of natursl wealth of bthe torritory. Some
hillocks are uﬁil&zﬁd g sites for homesteads by the sylvan
- people, The low lands in botween hills are drained by the
rivers from the Vallayﬁ. The wvalleys are oxirenmely fertiles
Cwhen during the winter‘tha tribalao grov paddy, Jule cltee,
the valleys become veordeat with bush green crops. The low
lying areac between hilloghke and Elllas wre called Lungs

lend. The Lunga lunds ore fertlle. The Lungs lands ure
wostly norshy and covered with vecds. the Lupngs lende are
bent suldod for plovgh cultivation. The @Eaﬁn aumféc@ of the.
torritory is found situated bebween interpititent hills. Loend

nungry cultivators have oettled mostly in these fiat lands.s

Teipura is o land of many riverc that drain the vast
pres and enpich it by soft alluvial depouits, wuter thew and
provide excollent woler %ﬂyé for %ﬁe ferritory. Thove are 10
(ten)‘r1VQrs in Tripure which are (1) Gomoti (i1) ﬁmwréh
(i21) Fenny (iv) Muburi (v) fhales (vi) Jurd (vis) Khowat

{vidi) Menu {ix) Longal and () Ewa.B-

There 1s a0 other primcilpsl lake worth mentioning

in the territory than Rudrassgar lake which is situated at

+  Tlls - The natural elevation of an arcu.
i 7 .8 s T ——— > N o 3 . Lyt o
Z2e¢ "Iripura Iistricl Gazettepgr S0VEe OF Tripurd, 1975 Peh.
2. Loonomiec Problems of the Jhumias of Fripura - JeB.Cenguly
Pebe
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MAP OF TRIPURA
SHOWING PHYSICAL FEATURES
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the distance of 8% hn SovtheHast fron Agsrbtelea. There are
two obther small lobos bknown ac Hurd jele snd lepbur Leke

sita&ﬁeévn@&r-ﬂdaigar*&

The ¢linate of the teryibory 1=z geﬁefﬁlié kot and
‘humids The cool dry se&%am‘ﬁmually atarts fronm m@vsmber:
when tomperature beging o fall %ﬁ@ GGEﬁiﬁﬁﬁS‘%&l& %@%x&&ﬁ&.
frow %mweh 1o ey cccasionel thunderstorm and @fﬁaw take
place, The monsoon arrives in the month of May brisging
storm and Beavs-r&ina in the trains In the7m@nth-@§,%apt@%n
ber, the ﬁﬁ&%ﬁ@f io suliry @@iﬁg'ﬁé bBigh porcsntage of
moisture and temperature comes down in the month of Gctober
snd gradually a cold ead dry wind fra@ the Horth storis

blowinge

The soil of the btorritory is aflﬁﬁmy di fforont types.

Tho soil of the bigh land or £ills

lond 3¢ not sp pich andg
s gonerally fovymed with lovmy sand. Swvek loand is poor in
buava or deccmpssed organic matitors. The gedl of the lend of
junga lend is wontdy slluvial and éra_@gpagiélly fresk and

4,

vory fortilo, slluvian being bio

5

ught dosn end deposited by
the sireame and eﬁerr&&g yeor afbter yedr, The warshy owomnps
have bog solls whieh ere opongy in conslstency apgd ook like

peabte -

he Tho Rukis of Tripura - A Socio-Economic Survey = Ffam
dopal Singh, Dircctor of :Eeseourch, Dopartment of
Yolfare, fovernment of Trintra, Pe 2«7,

5e Charras = F@mntain@,

3



Tripure was a YPrincely Stabe? under the Dritich
rule, However, Tripura clodims to be the most time honoured

- of 011l the former princely states in Indic, Tripuva state

=

g beliceved to have existed %000 yéars BeCs The rulers of

| Efiﬁuxa.cluim their doscent from tChondrale the npoon G@ﬁ, '
’Bruhya“ gon of the emporor 'Yayatit! ic seid to haﬁe foundod
the state of Tripura, Some historians ropord king YOripuet,
'ﬁhe>46~th descondent of Uhandray as & conteuporary Cmporoy
Judhisthir. The nameo of the State g believed to be after

his noncs

It wag in the vesr 1871 that o British Officer was
first cent angd appointed as the Foliticu) sgont of the
Briti&h:&@vernmenﬁ 20 see that the Britich interost weus
not sidetracked by the kilngs of Tripura. In 1898, the post
wag dicpensed Witk and in its oisad, the Petriet Mugistrate
of the adjacent district of 'Pipperzh' {Comille) in Bengal
wis nominabed us the Tx-officio Foliticel fgent of the Brie
tish Governweni in Pripura, snd o bongules Depuly Haglistrate
was stutloned ot sgoyibala. He tovk the regpongidbiliity of dige
charging the fuaction of dn Aaaist@ﬁ%‘?wiiticgl ﬁ@ﬂﬁt} Lnd e
?ﬁsﬁ wos abolished wltimatcly anéd & oonmipon Political Agent

for 01l focstern stabtes including Tripura was anpdinted with



the desgignation of Yagent to the Covorament Geanoerul of

Indiat,®

iuring the rule of tho Maharajs Bilr Chandra
Manikya, o glordous eyach wag cresfod wiong the palth of
modornity. Ho devoted @ considorsble part of big time to
tho cultivation of culture of muste and received the osnume
bly of greadt number of cuperte in differont ficlde of life
like Fabindra Nath Tagore - the femous poot and Judu Bhatia

the great wu@ici&ﬁ.T

Hahoraje Badha dﬁahsrc Vianitys, the ecldcet son of
Bir Chendra Monikys who succesded pis father in 18797 was
a great scholor and took kecyw interest in gproading odie
cution. ﬁahaé&ﬁa Birendro %ishore Yonlikys pucceeded hadha
Fishopo Manikya in 1900 at the ago of 2%. The aduministriw
tion vas geured during his roign. Therecfter lde Highness

Ashore Faanikyo succeoded bis fether ab the uge

%’E
&g
[ 38
?4
b
ﬁ
p.

of 15 in 192% when he wis otlll & ctudent, Turing hic
studentship the administrstlion of Irlipurc woes entrusted
to & Council of Pegoney, His coronstion took place on the
~9th February, 1925. Ho was o great pergonality. He disﬁ”
& pxemaéﬁre deeth on the 19th tay, 19&?, Her Bighnoss the
Muhaprani fovmed & Begeney Couneil in order to caryy out

adwinietrative functions on behalf of tho winoy king.

6e sl Toy Pdeuﬁhary - Sripura Throush 8ges, Puresu of
Lemeorch snd Publicaticn on aripulay AEarbal 1977
V“iea

7+  Hela Chatiterjee - Uillmpses of Tripurs History? in
Ded pups lovieu, Sugunt 15, 1972, D=7,

i
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Before his death the late Maharaja ceded the state to the
Indien Union in accopdance with the provisions of the Govie
of India Act 1935, Three.sﬁbjects viz. (1) defence {(ii)
external affairs and (1il) communications including Post &
Telegraph alongwith currency were ceded to the-&dvéynmént
of_India. After independence the state was merged with the
Union of India on the 15tk October, 1949, during the period
of Segency and it Eecame & Chief Coumissioner's province
later converted to Part ¢! gstabe, administered by a Chief
Commissioner with the commencement of the Constitution of
the Indian Republic,s Soon after tlie first general electian
in 1952, an Advisory ﬁmuacillwas formed with three Advisers
amonget the public leaders o aid and advise the Chief
Commissioner in the discharge of his function, ¥ith the
reorgenisation of the states ih 1956, Tripura becane a
zgiﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ administpred territory and the Council of Advisers
‘>diasolved in 1957 after the Second Gemorel Flection and the
Perritorial Council in ¥ripura was formed in accordance with
‘the provision of the Territorial Council act 1938 with some
,subjecﬁ$~1i&e Edneation upte secondary atag@, ledicdl,
~ Public he&iﬁh9~§ni&a1 Hugbandry, Roads and Buildinge etc;ﬁ
transferred to its centrmi. After the third gencral election
in 1962, a representative Government was formed on the 18t

- July, 1963 with a Council of Ministers under the provision

8, AsK. Dhattacharjee - Tripure - 4 Patrait o

Cenpus 0f India, 1971s Pe 6=7.
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of Government of Yanion Territories jfct 1963, On the ove
of the CGeneral Fleoction in 1972, Yripura sttoined full
statchood on the 21zt January 1972 under the Horth Fast@rﬂ
Hegion Feeorganisution act, i??i, However, much tiny the
lond 1t hou its own horditsge, culture and tradition. Long
hill range und deep forests have creubed a charming natupal
bouuty. It 4o rich iﬁ-flara and fauns, This land locked
territory ie virtuslly & cut off from the rest of India &
forus op isolsted pocket in the g G“&@hﬁ@dl uth of
Bangladesh excopt w link with dscawm over & norrow strip of
land end connectod BY o vroud serving its 1ife line. There

is @ rail line with Assam for about 21 kus upto DHarmanagar,

) 4
the lioythernmost subedivisional Bown of dripura. 7
Before &né hfter Nefgev with Indie a union
o BEgfore merger the state wus known oo Y#ill Tipporak!?

becouse ¢f the hilly terrain, The population wess predomie
nantly tribsl who nostly practised YJoom? ca&ﬁifatian
(ohifting eultivation) on the hill slopes. Thus YYinperahi¥e?
economy was o byplcal example of a self pufficient hill
economy, Market economy did not sprezd and the economy lacked

dynandsm and growth,

9, Tripura - A Potrail of worulabion (ib1Q) Do 8-9
An early hisbtory of Uripura hag beon given in & book ,
SRedtish n&ndtiﬁﬁ$ with Hi1l Tribes of Logag 35
by Spiod .C‘ Fﬂ*“raeayty, Cdlncuﬁt Gy 1964
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The partition of countyy, however csused waves of
inflow of dieplaced persome from the neighbouring districts

6f the syztwhile  Ezst Pakisten, 4 host o8 histopieal fﬁc%@ré
including frequ@n%'@utbr@aka of communal viclonce in formey
Egot Pakisten end Tripurs Hajate open door policy tosards
Bengalis caused = massive dufiug of Bongalis o Trigura,
Their shoer humber cventuslly geve risc o nuncrdHus BOCIGe
geononie problens which hﬁl?ﬁ@‘@,ﬁi@mﬁriﬂg discontent to ‘
roack the flash point of i@%@’a.3g ' ‘
It iz neb diffleult to understund the impoct of
portition and the influx of regugecs in & stabo wﬁi@h.iﬁ

lese thun one thivd of the size of Ueet Hengal, 60 percent

L)

pf whose land vres oro bHilly, & big portion of tho rost of

5 N

the ares in tille iond where vound the yeoay eultivation is
not posnibles I 1o in this 0 pereent ares cynlleble fop

sgyiculbure where two thirds of the staton' 1.9 sillion

peaplo 1ivo,

Pithin a docado after purtition; the stabe was
suwsmpod by nopetribuals. In 1951 consus tho state's populas
tion was sbout 640,000, o growth of shout 2% percent over

1951 consuvs figure of 515,000, The tribdalo in 1951 were

10s an article op Tripurs, published in "Contoupy
- (22«28 June, 1980) deals with the magsferé in lripurs
The nome of the articie is "ultures over Tripura®,



almost 238,000, But by 1@61, Trigura’é‘papulation had
soared o 14143 million ( a growth of about + 7P8.72 pere
cent) of which tribals were only 360,000. It was because
of persecution of minorities in erstvwhile East Pallstan
and a comparatively'better,s@%tlement prospect in Tripura
thap in the neighbouring North Fastern states of Manipur, /
Hagaland, Mizoram that the inflow of the refugeecs into the
State was so heavy between the period. Between 1961 and
1971 the population grawth was,not ingignificant 4 }6.50
percent, Consequently, the demographic structure changed,
It is stated that’according to 1971 census the tribal
pepulatién constitutes 28,95 peréent of the total populaw
tion. The. corresponding percenﬁages were 47.206 percent
according  to 1911 census, 48.58 percent‘acccrdigg?f'to
1931 census, 50410 percent acdordingly te 1941 ceusus,
31,93 percent according” © to 1961 cenua, !

Evéﬁ beﬁofe partition, the magnanimous'ﬂindu Maha-
raja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya had hreught many victims
of communal rietsAté Tripura and had been'seﬁtled in ¢colo=
pies built for them, During the 1938 Eaipura riot between
Hindus and Muslims, the Mabaraja persmnallﬁ led a flag

march of the wripuxa?s Rifles and had camped beyond Akhmura.lz

11e S.Be Saha - Socic=Fconemiec Survey of the Hostia Trives
- Department of Tribal VWelfare, Agurtala, P=3,

12+ ReCo Chaltraborty = British Relation with the Hill
Ipribes of Apsam, SInce 1358, Pyl ,
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He perconally invited the riot victims to sebile in hill
Tipperah, ls offor was that the gettlors could reclaim
land by clearing forests and then apply for wettlomonte
This wes Usuelly grented, & liberal land tenure system
eullod *'Yinu' weso introduced under whiech the setilers bad
to poy 8O rent or commission to the Faje. This move stemued
not only from the Bajls concorn for the riot vzvt: ‘éut
aloe from the Faj's concorn for its desire to reclaim pore

snd from ferest&,‘B

fhen the noneiribals began cﬁm@aa L@ hill Timperah
in loapge numbers the tribals verc mostly praciicing Ydoomt
culvivation, They were froe to wovey setile ﬁn& cultivat
land canywhere they pleas ad. A bvilg port of tho land wus
usually under fmramtﬂ'am@ very 1itdle of the lond was under

caltivati@n.jé

It was theo panner of transfer of this lasnd from

tribal %o n9n~ur1bﬂ1 which has fiven wuch to the present

hatred and tension betweon » tribais and non-tribal Hongalite

= -

Slienetion of the tribels frow thelr land bon beon direct

reswlt of the hartxt4@n¢3’

13 & 14 The statistical Dopte of CGovi, of Yripura -
“Indebtedness mfﬁ&cheduieﬁ Tribos @sm ehnlds in
FripueraV, Pe b=l

15, SeDefte Dov Rarman - Lhe Trl . e St 1
Sories llo, 1, Directorate ol repearch, &ﬁvt. of
Tripuras P. 1&»16.

10



| Further, many of the Tripura's pré&@nﬁ oroblen
cansto from the ceswation to Pakistan of the rich "Chakly
Fosancbad Zemindory', comprising Comilla and purits of
Noakhall cund Sylhet, which Bepought in &ﬂ, 23 lokhs of the
Baj's to Pe, 40 lakbs SQV@ﬁuGQlIt was onply afbter the'§¢r~
tition that the prosent Trlpura, known as Hill Tripura =
o pparsely populated oand 2redominantly tribal area during
the Eripure faj - that the populabion rose alwogt at a
geometrically high ratey vastly chenging the demograghie
characﬁet.’é |
However, transfor of land from itribals {0 nonhe
tribuls 16 the most crucisl problem after partiiion, There
wore tronsactions lilke 'Dakhal Sikrit or male of poscecsion
in which the tribel wes given & receixnt for the land though
the price puld wug noninasl. The mowt dospleuble munner of
tronsfor came aboutl when nanu%r&bé& money leadors and petiy
traders sterted going to intorior aress. The noney lenders
gave tribazlic loon gpainst land, 1The rate of interest charged
in wany cases wae 100 percent. For a o, 200 loan, five
bands of the lond had 2o be morigaged. Land had to be norts

aged with traders £or @ few kilos of sult, a scarce and much

@

pought after commodliy in the remote Tribal aress. Lefault

16s “Judgensnt apd Order of Justice ibotombi Bingh® =Guubatl
h:}.gk; Dourt? P, 3“"50 ’
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1o puy back éh@ ioon in cesh or in kindé rosulted in zost
cases foreed transfer of land, This practice, however,
gwas confined not only bo rich Bengaid naﬁaﬁriba&g but
alao m@wng the rieh tr’%a& lond lopdo. BOEUS DApLYS Were
prepared for offering msale and in those coges wihere lend

was not transferred, tho tribkal woe bound to the

17

(Honey Lendors) for goods

How wié@&ﬁraa& ﬁmd'agfac%iv& tﬁi$ m§th®d had beeon
in sliensting the teibale from bheir lend con be gauged
from thﬁ’éffiﬁia&‘?é§ﬂfﬁﬁ o ﬁﬁ@fﬁﬁigura Goveranchts In
1568, the Chief Commigeioner ashed ap sdddtional Diatriet
Meglstrate of Tvipuru Diestrict to inquivre into numerous
complaints of sueh 1llozel transfers. According Lo invesw
@ig&tﬁ@%.@@lpﬁrﬁﬁﬁ% of the land in,ﬁaaéhmn@ur aren in Borth

“fripurs had boen grabbed by nen-tribsls by mnserupulous and

fraudulent means, éi@«ét the sane was the case in the Dasda
and Anundabazer oroase In some pockets, sccording to nimya
-&ma&l‘nam&@r of non=tribals poestucsed and contyolled a
‘glewroportionctely lavge arcme The Tribel Resesrch Bureau
of ﬁhé ﬁt&ﬁg Government in o rondom survey in 3??& found

in Mohanpur Block vear Agartals that 36.5 percent of the

7. "udgomont and Ordey of Jusitice BJL. Hausardo®e Gaubabi
- ligh Courte Peolmbe (The judgessnt woere given in the
content of yalidity of Antomous tribal counell challenged
by Bengolie in Gauboti High Court,)
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tribal rosidents were suffering from iand alicnation znd
80 percent were heavily indebted to the village money

'1eadexa.‘g

\ The tribals whe were primerily onptged in YJoom?
cultivation, had eold most of their lands to Bengali
immigrants, @ft@h at & ﬁeyreséea priccs, The trivuls startie
ed demandlng return Gf the land, Dut the nonetribal ﬁang&lﬁs
cleim that in most casgen they have title deeds for the land
and refused t0 part with them, even in the fece 0f the state
governmeut's insistence that thome tribals who sold their
land without district maglstrate's permicsion ghould get
bhem backe Thia~efeateé ﬁié@a@remd regentinent anong o2
willion Zengull morpulace ond gave flllip to parochial sentie
ments, In the face of sustained opponition fyom the Bongalis,
the Governwent decided to go slow on tho transfer of land,
But it decided to appencse the tribals im another way. To meed
their demand of sutomomy, the communist CPI{M) Sovernment
who conme to power in i??& daocided to float a Tribal éut@ﬂaa
mous Plstrict Council (LADC) which would govern through
elected members sn cutonomous reéglon of 7131 sq. kas, Although

tribals by and l&f&e welcored the docision a militont seetion

18, Bulletin = Yol (1) (Part - I, i1, IT1} = 1974 ~ Director
of ‘Tribal Research, Government of Eripure, Lsgertalas
- PoBelill, : '
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of the TUJS opposed it, demsnd inclusion of the TADC under
the ixth Zchedule of the Lonati&uticn which would moke it
éirectly responsible to the Cemtrethroughtuc Governors
But the election for tﬁe'grapasea T4BC could not be held
as the act wae eallengeﬁ by %he mengali leaders in Gawhati-
fidgh Court,'®

‘Yhe tonsion was‘meunting between tribals and non~
trikals. It ultimatély reached the culmination in June 5,
1980. The week 1onw-ergy of killing,’arsen and vialance.
of iripurae from June ;, 1830 will not be forgatt@n B8O
This was considercd 'the war&t rlot in India smnce indew
pendencet, In Tripura's kistory, it will go down perhaps
as the 5reate&€ tr&géﬁy for never b&fayefcemmunaliam between
tribals snd non-tribalsc reised its ugly hesd in the state

in such z manner, the 'Stéte&m&a' repﬁwt@ﬁ - Y"ghe Scene of

massacre such as Mandal, Hupllong, Pitra, Haharssi,

¥odhubun and fukli were benumbing. 4wid complotely burnt
and deﬂal te villages lde rows of mass gravea, heaped with
cayrii and ﬁiﬁiﬂf@ﬁtaﬁﬁb that fail to SUDDEEEE ‘the ateach.
Except for scavengers looking for cropses @ﬂﬁ'-gkﬂget?ﬁﬁ
in the fields &ﬁd'nullahs, the vailing village dbgs an&

urmcd/policemen, their bunkerchief pressed hard on their

19¢ TUJE = @mipura Upajati duba Samity, 4 Tribal pelitacal
organisation, who wented the incluaisn of TADC
under the Sizth schedule of the constitution,
“his ic & militent organisation, TADC wus chae
llenged by the Songall lewders in th& High Court -

of Guuhnati,
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noge there is not & soul avound,”

The exact figuro of the deeth 01l may never e
known since ouch of the kiiling ook pluce in. the interior
arebise More tham the physlcel 1osg is the loss of the
traditionad trust and umity botween thoe two communities
who now view each other with batred and susplelons Ghe
musgacre ¢f the zmxz-twim og by tribles followed by equaldly
ruthlese reprisale by vooeiribals huve sorked then as arch
@ne@ies 0t gach otbore & polltical and econoeic battle of
uv¢b“ gelf assortion has been trapgleclly trancformed into

g communal battle of gorts,

Po understond the gencels of the vinleat flare up
in Tripura oue Sust study the vorlous soclo-sconomic
forcos abt play in the stabte over the last 40D yeurs. For
herein 1io most of the sources of tonsion which snowballed
over the yvears and eventuolly led to o violent explosgion
The focel podnt of tomsion has been coniflicting intereste

of btribvale and RoOn=-tribols.e

80e Statemmen, Calcuttas 2,7.1930.
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