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Introduction

In ancient times the practice of using copper plates
0 record the transactions of lamd was common throughout
Indla. Sometimes, stone plates were alsc used for the same
purpose. A large number of copper plates and fragmentary
stone slabs recording the donation of land by the kings of
rragjyotiga~-KEnarlipa have been discoveral and it is heyond
doubt that there are atill many such records elther hiddem
anderneath the earth or in private hands, It Ls proved by
the latest discoveries of the Iinseriptions amd by the story
behiind the disecovary of the Uttarbarbil Plate of Balavarman
ITI. The inscription was recovered from Shri Prakash Chandra
Achiarya who used to worshlp the elgphant of the seal, think-
ing that the image was of God GapeSa.

The value of these inscriptions as an important Histo-
rical source has long been recognized. Historians, starting
from Sir Edward Gait, K.L.Barua, D.C.Sircar, B.K,Barua,
P.Co.Choudhury, Mrs. S.L.Barua, N.D.Choudhury amd otiiers have
extracted many information from these inscriptions, specially
for writing the political amd at times cultural history of
the land, E.Gait's History of Assam, K.L.Barua's Early History
of K8@narlpg,, B.K.Barua's 4 gultural History of Assanm,
H.K.Barpujarits (el). Compr ehang : y of ‘




P.C.Choudhury's The History of Civilization of the People
of Assam are important publications rélating to the history

and culture of Priglyotiga-KZ¥marilpa. Among more recent
publications covering some important aspects of culture and
civiligation of the land under study S.L.Barua's j QORDL o-
bensive History of 4ssgm, N.D. Choudhury's Historical

' , N.Lahiri's Pre-Ahom Assam and

! f Prigdyotl §a-Ramaruns

must be mentionel. But none of the works mentioned above
have attempted to make a tiwrough analysis of the inscripe-
tions as a document for which they were issued., 1.0y for

recording property transfer,

There is little doubt that as a result of close
examinationa of the inseriptions, plates etc. which undoubtedly
constitutes the principal historical record for the period
under study owr understanding of the history of Prigiyotisa.
Kamarfipa will be alvancel further. With the help of archaeo-
logical and place name evidaence it 18 possible to locate the
principal administrative centres, delimit the areas over
which the rulers exercised control and date the pariod of
their activity. Several political and cultural regions have,
as a result, been identified each of which had undoubtelly
& distinct character of its own., The inseriptions alse help
us not to a mean extent to understand the ewvolution of the
organizations of thé Government., The actual function of the



government markedly changed since the second half of the
6t Century A.D. (Cf. Dubi Copper Plate of Bh@skaravarman).
* With knowledge of the changes in Government and changes
in the typology of the inscriptions themselves as observed
by B.M.Morrison in comnection with his studies of Bengal
Delta, 1t is possible to establish an empirical basis . for
the pariodizations of the history of Priglyotisa~-Kimartpa.

Tere are, however, several problems comnected with
the analysis and examinations of the copper plate inscrip-
tions. Taking it into account the time span of more than
seven caenturies and the geographic area of 78,523 square
kilometres, the inscriptions wiich are discoverel do not
provide us as large a corpus of data as might be expected,
Again, the inscriptions are distributed mnevenly thirough
the centuries and the large number of inscriptions which
may be publishel subsequently are likely to change the
suggested typology axl conclusions., Fortunately enough most .
of the recovered plates fall into clearly defined styhaﬁc
groups in a developmental relationshilp with the later plates
based upon "the form, organization and terminology of the
earlier ones." This may suggest that the recoverel plates
of Pragjlyotisa-Kimarfipa, are representative of all the
inseriptions that were issued though perhaps t;his can be
provel only by .t‘.!.le _discgve{y am? analysis of many more plates,

Another problem is Whethér the Bralimaputra Valley



which has been described as Priglyotiga-Kimarlpa constitute
a meaningful anit for historical investigation., There is a
temdency of many schiolars to equate modern Assam with the
old kingdom of Pr3gjyotiga-Kamariipa. But the boundary of the
0ld kingdom was larger than the modern one., Because fron
Yoginl Tantra it is known that the land was extended from
Nepal in the north to the confluence of Brahmaputra in the
south anxd from Karatoya in the west to the Diksu in the esast,
It indicates that Prigjyotiga~Kamariipa included not only the
whole of Assam but the parts of North and East Bengal (at
present Bangladesh) and the hill tracts upto the border of
Chiina, However, it appears while some parts of the regions
interactal politically with one another more often than with
kingdoms lying outside 1t the eastern part of the territory
is more closely comnected with Bengal than with the rest of
the country.

Ihe inscriptions throw some light on the soclo-economic
set up of Prigjiyotisa~Kamaripa. R.S.Sharma in the light of
European experience have observed some traces of fendalism
in the socio~economic set up of Barly-Medieval India, To
complete the study a discussioank:;?adbeé to decide whether the
inscriptions of thhe land ashow some characteristics of reudal
formation in the soclo-economic structure of Pragjyotisa-
Kamariipa,

The inseriptions which have beeil used for the study



«are mostly published in Rplgraphia Indica, Tue Journal of

Gire Agiatic Society of Bengal. There is also old but very
useful edition of the inscriptions of the rulers of Praglyo-

tisa=-Kamaripa compiled by P.N.Bhattacharya's Kamardpa~

M, MM, Sharma' s ong of ’
D.Sharma's EKamaripa~-Sis s M.Neog's zggxza-éssanaggn

and D.C.Sirecar's Someg Rpigre ¢cal ords of
Perjod from Bastern Indja. Fuarthery 1t is desirable also to

consult some contemporary epigraphs recovered from other

parts of India like Allahabad, Pillar Pradasti of Samudragupta,
Mandasor epigraph of Ya$odharman, Aphsad epigraph of Aityasena,
Tipperah grant of Lokanitha, PaSupati inseription of the Nepal
king Jayadeva II, Dacca Plate of Kalyanacamira, Bhigalpur

grant of Naradyanap3la of Gauda, the grant of the Galiga king
Anantavarman, Belava grant of i javarman, Deopiré inscriptton

of Vijayasena, M&lhainagar grant of Laksmanasena atc.

The informations supplied by the epigraphs must be
corroborated by othear sources - literary, archaeological and

numi smatic. Among the literary sources mention may be made of

Kautilya's Artha$astra, KAlidasa's am$a, Dadekumira-
garits of Damdin, Hargagarita of Banabhatta, Midrardksasa of

Visakhadatta, Gandovaho of Vikpati, Kavyomim@ngd of Rijadekhara,
Bi lhana's Yikramifiodeyacarity, Sandhyakaranandi's Rimacarita,
R&Jat_:gréﬂgnﬂ of Kalhana, Yuan Chwang!s account etec,

The remains of the undated history of Pragjyotisa~
-Kémarlipa consists of neoliths, megaliths and pottery. They



are helpful for knowing the pre-Aryan and non-Aryan elements
21 the land, This study gives us an idea of the link of the
people of ancient Assam with those of the other parts of Imndia
and the Qceanic world amd helps us in understanding the origin
and foundation of culture of the land,

We intend to make a thorough asscssment of the problems
mentioned above in several Chapters, In order to make the
study more comprehensive and meaningful the first Chapter is
devoted to the dlscussion of the geography of the region with
which we are concerned, A historical background of the land
with the help of recently discovered inscriptions is deside-
ratum and hence it has been includel in the second Chapter,

A eritical assessment of the dates and geogprapliical provenaince
of the grants is the subjoct-matter of the third Chapter.

The fourth Chapter deals with the physical appearances amd
organizations of the grants, The fifth Chapter deals with

the donors and the donees of the inscriptions, In the sixth
Chapter a discussion has been made on the socio-economic
set-up of the kingdom of Prigjyotisa~.Kimardpad Concluding

observation 18 the subject-matter of the last chapter,

The 1list of inseriptions discoverel so far along with
a brief summary to each has beed given in the appendix,
Lastly, I have incorporatel some photo-coplies of the seals,
plates of the inscriptions and maps of the kingdom of
Prag jyotiga-Kamariipa for the eorreect understanding of the
problem,



CHAPTER - I
Geographical Background

Name of the Land

Assam 1s known by different names in ancient period.
Actually, the word Assam nowhere occurs prior to the Alom
occupation.l According to Gait the word is derived from
the present designation of the Moms.® In the eplcs,
purénas, early literatures and epigraphs, it is often
called as Prégjyotisa or Kamarlipa. The word Prigjyotisa is

mentioned in the RimAyana, the Mahdbharata, the Vigmu Purana
—-—L‘——w
3

and the Harivam$a.” There is no mention of K&maridpa in any

of these works.® It has been deseribed in the KA1ikA Purina

that when Naraka of Mithila became king of Pri3gjyotisa-
Kamarlipa and was placed in charge of the Godess Kimdkhyd,
the hame of the land was changed from Prégjyotisa to K‘émérﬁ'pa.s
The earliest epigraphic reference to Kimarupa, is, however,
to be found in the welllknown Allahabéd inscription of
Samuydragupta where Kamariipa 1s mentioned as a frontier terri-
1:0::':7..6 In classical Sanskrit literature, we find the name
Praglyotisa and Kamarupa side by side. For example, in the
story of Raghu's conguest as given in the Raghuvahida, the

hero first came to Pragjyotisa and then to Kamarlpa after
havihg crossed the Latn1itya.7 - Y&daveprakdsa ( C.1000 A.Dg)
in his VaijayantI also mentions Prdgjyotisa and Kﬁma:c'ﬂp.!i.8




In fact, Pr3gjyotisa, Kimarlipa and Kimdkhyd are the
three geographical names given to the same llzj.ngoziom..9 The

name Pragjyotisa has been expleined variously. From Kalika

rarana it is known that the name of Naraka's city became
Prag jyotisapura because the god Hralma created the eastern
star at that pl::m.:e.]'o R. M., Nath has suggested that the

people called Chao Thefus of China came to India and became
known as 'Zuthist .]'l A branch of that tribe gettled in
Assam ard therefore, came to be known as 'Prag Zuthis*t later
modified to 'Pragjyotisa’.’® B. K. Kakati has suggested
that the word Prigjyotiga 1s a Sanskritized form of sustric
group ol words like Pagar Juh-tic or Pagar=-jo=tich meaning
‘a region of extensive 111113'.13 According to D, C, Sircar,
'Pragiyotigat appears to mean 'the city or land of the
eastern light'.m Here, the suggestion of Gait seems to be
the most right one., According to him ?'Prag' means former or
eastern, angd ' jyotisa' means a star, astrology, shining amnd
therefore, Priagjyotisapura may be taken to mean the clity of

Bastern Astrology. 15

The words Kamariipa and Kamikhya also suggest an
Austric or Alpine origi.n.le Kam@khyd may be related with
such words as Kamoi (demon) in old khmer; Kamoit (devil) in
Chanm, Kamet (corpse) in Santdli and Kamariipa may be derived

from such words as Kamru or Kamrut which is the name of a

lesser divinitl 4in _Sam:,g];_._.;l?_;; Regarding the origin of the



Lome kamarupa, from Gopatha Er'ﬁlmm}_a, it is known that

wwhen Sati died of vexation at the discourtesy shown to

her husband Siva by her father Daksha, Siva, overcome by
griof, wandered about the world carrying her dead body on
his heads In order to put a stop to his penance, Vishnu
followed him and lopped away the body plecemeal with his
discus, It fell to earth in fiftyone different pleces, and
wherever each piece fell, the ground was held to be sacred.
Her organs of generation fell on Kamagiri, i.e. the Nila-
chal hill near Gaahati, and the place was thenceforth held
sacrod to Kamakhya, the Godess of sexual desire. As Siva
still continued to do penance, the other Gods became afraid
that he wonld thereby acquire universal power, and accor-
dingly despatched XKamdeb, the Indian Cupid, to make him
fall in love again, and thereby break his penance. lHe
succeeded in his mission, but so awraged was Siva at the
Tesult, that he burnt him to ashes by a fiery glance from
the eye in the centre of his forchead, Kamdeb eventually
recovered his original form and the country where this took

place became kinown as Kamarupa®,
location and Extension of Praglyotisa-~-Kimartpa

There is a tendency of many scholars to equate modern
Assam with the old kingdom of Pragjyotisa-Kamarlipa. But the



soundtary of the old kingdom was larger than the modern one.

30 far as the bounfdlary of the former kingdom Yogini Tantra

says -
nepdlasya kaffchan®drim brahmaputrasya salgamam
karatoy@y Sam3rabhya Yivad dikkaravasinim

uttarasyfm kaf{jagirih karatoy® tu pascime

tirthasrestha diksunadl plrvasydn girikanyake
daksine Brahmaputrasya likgayah safigamavadhi

Ka3marlpa 1ti khyZtah sarvaSastresu niscita;l.lg'

"From the mountain Kafichana in Nepal upto the confluence
of the Brahmaputra, from the Karatoya to DikkaravisinI, the
northern limit is the mount Kafija, in the west the Karatoyd,
in the east the Diksu, 0 daughter of the mountain 'in the
south the confluence of the Lakga with the Brahmaputra, this
is the territory which all treatises call by the nhame of
K3marfipa."?® Mount Kafija, the northern 1imit of the land
sighify Kanchajanga peak on the eastern border of Nepal,
while the Karatoyd, the western border is the well-known
river now flowing through the Jalpaiguri District of West
Bengal and the Rangpur and Bogra Districets of Ba.r.lgl.:zdesh«21
The southern limit of Prigjyotisa-Kimarupa - the confluence
of the Bralmaputra and the Lik$d at present stands near the

border between Dacca and Mymensingh Districts of Bangladesh.zz

Most probably, before 1000 or 1500 or 2000 years ago, the Bay
of Bengal was closar to-this area than it is to day.23 The
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~astern border of the land were the holy river Diksu and
the temple of the godess Dikkarav‘ésini.24 The former may
be identified with the modern Dikhu faliing in the Eralwmae
putra near Sibsagar while the later may be identified with
the temple of the godess Tamresvari now situates at Sadiya
about one hundred miles to the north-east of Sibsagar.gs

Because, from an inscription of Saka 1364, discovered in the
Tanredvarl temple standing at lat. 27°56', long. 96°21' near
Paya (in the present Arunachal Pradesh) about five miles
from Tebangkhunti on the Sadiya-Teju route, it ts known
that Tamresvar? and Dikkaravasini are 1dentical.26 The
inscription records the construction of a w:ill for the

godess Digaravasin (Dikkaravﬁsini).z?

Thus we see, that Prigjyotisa-Kimariipa included not
only the whole of Assam but the parts of North and East
Bangal (at present Jiiane;J.ade:s’.h)2761 and the hill tracts upto
the border of China, At present Assam lies in the extrme'

northesast frontier of India, in between 230 - 240 North

latitudes and 89086' - 960 East longitudes covering an area

of 78, 5§23 square kilometres.%

The boundary of Priagjyotisa-Ka@mariipa chauges from
time to time in accordance with the political situation in
Dastern India., Under Bhagadatta of the MahZdbharata it extended
. . TUWEE S
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to the confines of China, Nepal or the Himalayan reglons,
otherwise his army could not have been consisted of the
Cinas and the Kire'itaa.zg on the otherhand, no definite
mention of either Pr?igjyotiqa or Kamartipa is made in the

30

early Buddhist or Jaina records. It is also not included

among the sixteen MahIjanapadas of the Nika’yas.s'l It indi-
cates that during the 6th ecentury B.C. or at a later time

31
the land was included in the greater kingdom of Magadha.

Kautilya in his ArthaSistra has given refarence to many

places of KZmarilpa, such as Suvarpakupdya, Paralauhitya ete.,

in comnection with the economic products of Kamarﬂpa.sz The

classical writers from the 5th century B.C. to the 2nd
century A.D. like Hecataeus of Miletus (500 B.C.), Herodotus,
Megasthenes, Strabo, Pliny, Periplus of the Erythrean Sea

of the lat century A.D.y Ptolemy's Geography of the 2nd
century A.D,, Pompinius Mela, Ammianus Mercellinus, Pausanius,
Dyonysius, Aelian, Ctesias and others refer to the people

and place names of the land but they are silent about its

nzm:.e..33 Possibly at that time the land was elther known by

othier names or incluled in the kingdom of the Prassi and the
Grau-xga.rj.daeo2"i This extension amxd contraction of the area

of Pr¥gjyotiga~Kinarlpa is clear to us in the pertiod of our
study,
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Physical Features

The physiography of a country has much to do in
moulding the geographic base for human activities ami
settlements.ss On the basis of the physical components
pPragjyoti sa-Kamarupa may be divided hroadly into two physi.
cal units : the north-eastern and central hill tracts and
the valleys of the Barak and the Brzdmaputra.ae on the
north of the land lie the Bastern Himalayas reaching the
highest altitude in the north-cast at Namchu Burwa 7, 756
metres.S’ The different parts of the sub-Himalayan region
are hamol after the semi-Mongoloid tribes who inhabit in
these hills; the Bhutiyas, Akas, Duflas (Nishis), Abors
(AMis), Miris (Misbings) and Mishmis,™
towards the southw.east and Jjoins the Patkali (the natural
bowulary between Assam and Burma), Nega, Barail, Highlands
®  he central hill tracts or

The range continues

o0 Manipur and Lushai hills,
the Assam range which includes Meghalaya amd the outlying
Mikir hills is a plteau or table-land .40 The length of
this hill is about 400 Kms, and the average width is about
40 Kms.41 This range is occupted by the various tribes of
the Nagas, Jaintias, Khagis and Garos.42 They have Mon-XKhmer
or Tibeto Burma affinities anl generally live by shifting
subsistence ag?iculture; the village often shift with the

field (Jhum) ..‘;h3

EEREREE-: - - :

The Assam range forms the watershel between the two
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valleys - the Surma and the Bralmaputra. The major part of
the Surma valley falls within the present Bangladesh. Only
a small triangular part of it, known as the Barak plains,
forming the district of Cachar, falls within the preseant

State of Assam.4'4

The Braiwmaputra is one of the largest rivers of the
world which flows majestically through the heart of the
land, lts valleys consists of a wide alluvial plain, about

720 Kue in length with an average breadth of 36 Km.é’s The

valley spreading flat and wide from east to west in the
lower portions, tends to project northward in its upper
portion where it tapers off.46 T™his fertile plain ls washal
away by a number ol tributaries of the Brahmaputra, The main
tributaries of. the north are the Suvansiri, the Barai, the
Dikarai, the Riarali, the Dhansiri, the Baranadi, the Manas,
the Gadadhar, the Sankosh and those of the south are the
Dihing, the Dichang, the Dikliou, the Dhansiri, the Kaplli,

the Digaru, the Kulchi etc.47

The word Hrahmaputra means !son of Brahm3a‘ .48 It is
also known as 'Lauhitya’ which gives a good meaning in
Sanskrit as the 'Red H.ver'.ég It is seen that during the
rainy season the water of the river takes real colour when it
flows through the red soil in the adjoining enbankments.
There is another interpretation in legend also, given as to



tiie origin of the name.so Paraéuré'm, after killing his
mother, washed off his bloody strains in the river and

regainal sainthood .51

The whole history and culture of Pr3gjyotigae-Kamarfpa
are closely conliected with €this river, So that the history
of the land is, in a sense, the history of tiie civiliza.

tion of the Bralimaputra valley.52

In this comhection it is ifimportant to hote that almost
all the inseriptions of our period have been discovered in

arxl arownd the valley of this river.sa

Influaence of the Physical Features

From the above discussion, we see that the region
under our study is consisted of hills and plains, This
mountainous feature of Prigl}yotiga-Kinariipa was responsible
for the growth of diverse cuitures. The hilly regions of
the lankd were inhabited by various tribes who had diffepent
cultures of their ::nln.":’4 In this connection Waddell remarks,
*the relatively low rounded gneisaic ad limestone hills to
the west of Dhansiri river and Barall range, and occupled
by the Garos, Khasi, Jaintia, Mikir and Kachari, are more
open to India, whilst the widgly_ different geological forma-

B THEARF - L e

tion to the east belongs to the ruggel Burmese mountain



systemn ail chiefly populated by the same tribes broadly
slassel as Naga.>® "The wilder tribes inhabit especially
the labyrinthine glens and ridges of the upper valleys,
while the more civilised tribés are mostly restricted to
tlio bottom of the tropical central valley fringing the
great river, which comnects them with thie plains of India.
Te gsteep ridges and deep ravines in this area are excep
tionally numerous and act as dividing barriers, On the
south these ridges form a renarkable broad belt, runhing
in almost parallel lines meridionally through Tippera,
Manipur and the Kuki-Lushal land for several hundred miles
between the Bralmaputra and Irrawaddy, and enclosing count-
less narrow valleys of great depth, The sides of several of
these ridges are so cliffy as to effectively bar the pro-

gress of adjoining tribes."ss

These tribes came to Prigjlyotiga-Kamarldpa from diffe-
reit places, A3 the land is surrounded by hills, they came
there most probably, through the routes with which the rela-
tion of Pragljyotisa-Kimaripa with outside world were maine
tained. The oldest lamd route between India and China was
through Prigjyotiga-Kamariipa, upper Burma and Yunan through

whiclhh Chinese cotton and bamboo were carried 4o Bactri.a.s'?

There were three routes from Prigjyotisga-Kamariipa to .Burma.58
They were : (1) tlwough the valley of Brahmaputra upto Patkﬂd.

range and then through ﬂ:s pasées upto upper Burma; (2) through

e oo
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danipur upto the Chindwin valley; (3) through the Arakan

apto Irawady valley. There were another five routes leading
to Tibet or China from Pr‘zigjyotiga-xamarﬁpa.sg They were 3
(1) the pass of Dihongj (2) the Mishmi route; (3) the Phungan
pass to Munchee and Chinaj; (4) the route of Manipur to the
Irawadi; and (5) the Patkai pass to Ehamo on the Irawadi.
Besides these, numerous passes, knowpas Duars existeal between
Prig jyotiga-Kimaripa and Buwtan. There were 30mauntaln passes
between Pragjyotiga-Kamarlpa and Tibet through which horseg
Wwere brought to Laklmauti.so There ware also route through
river. The main route from Priagjyotisa-Kamaripa to Bengal,
B Bihar and Orissa was by the river Brahmaputra amnd Ganga.sl
Besides Yuan Chwang noticed a water route between K&mariipa

and China via Southern Sea route. It is sald that when Yuan
Chwang told Bh3skaravarman that he would like to return to
uhina, the king replied "But I know not, 1if you prefer to go,
by what would you propose to return; if you select the Southern
Sea route, then I will send some officials to accompany jou."ez

As the land was enrichel with an extensive river
system, theo soil of Pragjyotiga-Kamariipa was exceedingly
fartile and well adopted to almost all kinds of agricultural
purposes, Only the Bralmmaputra flowing through the heart of
the land, largely contributed to the material prosperity of
the people.sa Rural settlements like Abisuravataka, Hapos-
grama, Vain3magrima, Santibada, Mandaragrama, Dosipataka,



Pidakagrana etc. were spread over through this valley.64

Along with those some important cities or administrative
centres, as mentioned in the epigraphs, like Pragjyotisapura,
Dur j jay3, Halapedvara etc, with $ts beautiful palaces,
buildings, roads and other amenities had developed on the
banks of the Brahmaputra.®® The existence of buildings,
mansions and different types of roads and streets in these
cities offer a clear hint that as being urban centres these
cities gave opportunities to the energetic elements of the
surrounding areas, Thus, along with !'the economic surplus

of the kingdom', architects, artisans, sculptors, painters,
morchants etec, began to pouwr into these citles to builld and
decorate buildings, market places aindl temples. Miytflﬁhese
cities grow up by the side of the river Braumaputra ? Perhaps,
it was due to commercial consideration partly. These cities
ware not only administrative caentres but ewporium of trade
also. Through the pprts of these cities, Pr‘ég:lyotiga-l(ﬁmgrﬁpa
maintained her commercial relation not only with other parts
of India but outside world, Its main articles of merchandice
were both raw and manufactured silk, gold, tejpdt, lac,
buffalo and rhinoceros, hide and horns, iron, aloe, musk,

cloth, ivory, pearls, rice e;i:c..s‘5

But a different picture is fouwd in the relatively
isolated and less fertile and less agriculturally productive
: (]
region of forests, hills and mountains.®’ here people had

been living for centuries, far away from the main stream.



wature forced them to prasgtice jhuming or shifting
sultivation, But as the produce was meagre as to their
nesd, they supplemented it by hunting and fishing. Some-
times, the hillmen dependet on the plainsmen for food and
sther necessaries. The latter used %to buy the forbearance
and good behaviour of thie former by supplying them thelr
requirements.es Bence, there had been a process of
assimilation, "though small, racially, linguistically amd

culturally,. n59

The fertility of the scil sometimes inspired the
hillmen to attack the imhabitants of the valley, It may be
that due to this reason during the 12th century A.D., by
replacing the Hindu dynasty numerous petty kingdoms were
established by tribal chiefs like those of the Manipuris,
the K3chdris, the Chutids, the KhAsi-Jaintifis, theo Koches
and others.m As Waddell renarks, "On leaving the faste
nesses of thelr hills, however, they :exposed themseolves
more freely to attack and on the otherhand their more
luxurious living inevitably resultal in thelr degeneration
and absorption by the older settlars in the plains, even-
tually in thelr turn being conquered sooner or later by a
more active horde of mountaineers who again in their turn
succumbed in like manner to a fresher batch of invading
hillmen. The xx process, which seems to have been going

on from time immemorial, has resulted in a considerable



mixing of races in the central valley; whereas the mountain
tribes appear to lilave retainel thelr purity of stock to a

much greater degree. wl

There were other disadvantages of the physical condi-
tion of Pragjyotisa-Kf@martpa from whiclh people suffered a
lote These were flood, earth-quakes, climate etc. Sometimes,
the river system and fertility of the soil played theid
dostructive role.72 In this regard Gait points out that
“sorme of the legends which have been mentioned suggest that
in the distant past the inhabitants of the country which we
now call Assam attained considerable power and a fair degree
of civilisation; and this view is confirmed by the narrative
of the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang and by the copper-plate
insceriptions,.. This being so, tiie question will doubtless
be asked why so few mamorials of their time come down to us,
The reason is that nature has vied with man in destroying
then. The Bralmapuira valley is an alluvial country, and
impetuous, snow-fed rivers which debouch from the Himalayas
find so little resistance in its friable soil that they are
constantly carving out new channels and cutting away their
banks; consequently no building erected in their nelghbour-
hood ecan be expected to remain for more than a limited time. . .
except at a few points like Gauhati where rock pierces through
the allavium,u’

So far as the climatic condition of Pragjyotisa~
-Kamarlipa, we are almost in dark position dut to luck of
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evidence. Only the Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang ranarks
that the country was "low and clamp."MShihabuddin Tali.qh,
the historian of Mir Jumla, who conquered Assam in 1662,
nmade a oorrect assessment of the climate of Assam, when
he observed that "it rains for efght months in the year
and even the four months of winter are not free from
rains."75 Such a c¢limate of the laxt was largely respon=-
sible for the destruction of ancient templés, palaces

forts and other buildings.

Similarly, viclent earthquakes in the region,
though ocecuring at a distant intervals, were also respon-
sible for the destruction of structural monuments,’®
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Fa It is important to note here thatMidhasdlmall in

the Pundravardhanabhukti, noticed in the Kha@limpur plate
of Dharmaplla is regarded as identical with or situated
near Hayﬁraé"ﬁlmaﬂ of the Chandrapurl yigays mentioned
in the Nidhanpur Plates. But the inclusion of Pupdira-
vardlianabhukti in Pr&jyotiga.-liﬁmarﬁpa as suggested by
Ke.L.Barua is hardly proved since "Certain border areas
of Pragjyotiga-Kamaripa may have been annexed to the
Pundravardhanabhukti by the Pala empire." (D.C.Sircar,
Studies in the Geography of Ancient and Melieval Indis,
Delhi, 1971, p. 162).

Similarly, Tipperah was under the suserainty of
Lokanfitha in the second half of the seventh century A,D.
lokanitha was a powerful feudatory of a. paramount sovereign

(Cf. Tipperah Grant of Lokanadtha) whose fdentification is
a bone of contention among the scholars, Scholars like
KeLeBarua, N.N,Vasu and P.C.Choudhury favour the idea of
Tippearal's inclasion wi‘thin tlie._ _v&ssal territory under

PR

the suzeralnty of the rulers of Ké&marlipa while others with
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more justification consider the territlory as defecto
independent, but under the suzerainty of a ruler of
Gauda, We have triedl to explain the point

turther at the relevant places.

Since the territories, mentioned above ware not
merely adjacent to the kingdom of Prigjyotiga-Kamaripa,
but because of thelr geographical situation and possibly
also the interests of the rulers - ruling over the
valleys of Erahmaputra, we want to put thess territories
as coming within the sphere of invluence of Prigjyotisa~-

-Kﬁmarﬁpa.
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CHAPTER - II
Historical Background

Preliistory

The materials on which a reliable framework of the
Vrewhif storic period of Prdgjyotisa~Kimaripa can be formed
we not very fertile. We are to remain content mainly with
vhe surface findings, since very few excavations have been

acarried out here so far,

We are not sure whether the prehistoric man in
rrigjyotigsa-KimarGpa lived in caves but there are caves in
chera Syndai (Khdsi-Jaintid HLlls), in Mikir Hills and
North Cachar.l There are traces of rudimentary paintings
ant carvings in these caves.2 Beslides caves, there is a
large number of palaenlithic tools discovered in the Garo
Hills, Arunachal Pradesh axl 1s»lan.1.pu.:1.'.3 The’ palaeolithic
tools of the Garo hills have been classified into three
groups : (1) Handaxe, cleavers and choppers; (2) rlake tools
and (3) slade tools., The palaeolithic industry of Arunachal
Pradesh is represented by clioppers, proto-handaxes, ovates,
cleavers, slde-scrapers, points, flakes and cores.4 Typolo-
gically, the palaeolithic culture of Manjpur represents the
upper palaeolithic culture of the Late Pleistocene epoch



w.reh 15 consisted of flake and blade tools amdd bone tools,

Microliths or the small stone tools represented by
siades, scrapers, points, arrowheads and broad - edged
wrapages have been found in the Rongram valley of the Garo
uills.s Here, the microlithic level lies above the virgin
soi) and below the neolithic level which signifies that the
first group of preaiistoric people settled on the virgin soili.

There 18 a large number of neolithic tools, found in
the hilly region of Assam, such as in the Naga hills, the
North Cachar hills and the Garo 111115.6 Thgy have also been
towwi in the districts of ralmaputra valley such as in
soni tpur, Kamrup, Goalpara, Sibsagar and Lakhimpur districts.
The widespread neolithic culture of Ancient Assam had affini-
tles with the culture of LBastern Asia.7 The neolithic speci-
mens of the land have been classified by A. H. Dani into

8
eight types; each type haviig a large number of varieties.

In all the excavated sites of Assam, pottery has been
cli.sc:cwereanclo9 From the Ambari finds we come to know about

the universal use of these articles of clay for both domestic

10

anxl religious purposes, Cord marked pots and jJars have

been found recently in the Dibrugark area in Neolithic si.tes..'11

These have also bean found in Daojali Hading in the North

Cachar hills and in the Sarutaru in the Kamrup dist:rict.lz

Bt the pottory found in Selbalgiri in the Garo hills, is



'*plain, handmade, Aull rel or grey in colour!? ...13 Here,
it is important to note that the cord marked pottery
occurs as the dominant type of caramic ware over & wide
region of eastern Asia comprising China and the countries
of South Bast Mia.m Thus, it can be salid wdoubtedly,
titat the cord marked pottery of Ancient Assam belongs to
this eastern Asiatic Neolithic culture. Here, we may refer
to the suggestion of R. Alchin who is of opinion that in
tihie neolithic tools as is found in Assam thel'e are sSone
cultural traits which reflect the influences of neclithic
calture of Burma and South GMllajéﬁlese cultural traits are
also found in the neolithic culture of other. parts of
India whiclhh probably came there following western routes
across Afghanistan, Central Asia and by the sea and not as

in case of Assam through esastern direction.l4b

An archaeological characteristic of the region under
our study is its wealth of Megaliths.ls This megalithic
culture existed in the region not only in prehiatorié time
but still persists among tie K.hasis.m A large number of
megalithic structures 1s situated at Cherrapunji, Jowai,
Maoflong, Daitlugkot, Nartiang and Laitkor in the Khasi
aud Jaintia hills.l7 They are also found in the Garo hilla,

Kamrup, Karbj bills and Naga hi.lls.:l‘8 In this connection

wo may also mention some sites of megalithifsc culture from

north Cachar such as Nunglo Bolasan, Derebora, Kobak 61‘:0-19

The megalithic structures of Ancient Assam have been classi-



(il by Ce B Clarke into three groups - (1) funeral pyres,

.2y kists and (3) monuwnental groups.a)

_ All the palaeolithic, neolithic and megalithic tools
arl structures are the conclusive proofs of human inhabi-
tation in Ancient Assam long before the advent of the Aryans,
The non-Aryans were consisted of the people of tribal groups
who cane to the region from different directions long before
the advent of the Aryans. In fact, both t.hé Aryans and the
non-Aryans contributed to the composite culiure of the region,

Regarding the racial types of the tribes of Assam it
has been suggested that they contain in varing proportions
Negrito, Austro-Asiatic, Alpine-Aryan and Mongolian eléments.zl
B. S. Guha, howevear, mentions that among the six main races
among the people of India: Negrito, ?roto-Australoid,
Mongoloid, Mediterranean, Western Brachyacephal and Nordic -
the first three eclements are found among the tribal popula.-

tions of India. 22

Mills has suggestel that the prehkstoric "inhabitants
of the mountalns of Assam were almost certainly Negritos,
little dark men with curly halr ... Traditions speak vaguely
of them and tiieir curly hair still survives., It was probably
they who made 1little stone celts, wlnch are frequently found
in the hillis®,®® pccording to others some |physi.ca1 features
and other aspects of material culture s.tgnj.fy the existence

of Negrito strain, particularly among some Nagas.m Bt it -
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must be noted that the existence of Nggrito strain in india
nas become a disputed subject. Recently, 8. S. Sarkar and
his colleagues have shown that the Kalar of Kerala, who were
sonsidered to poSsess an essehntially Negrito character,
belong to the Velddia of Australoid ethnic stock.Z?

The Aausiric or Austro-Asiatics, ln thelr primitive

form are represented by the Khasis of Aawant.as There are

also certain Austrdloid ethmic traits among the various Bodo
tribes.zy The term Austric is a lingulstic rather than an
etlnicg one.zﬂ Two main groups of Anstric speech family are

astro-Asiatic and Austronesian.ag

In India, the Kols,
Mundas of Central india, the Nickobarese of the Kicoybar
Islands axi the Khasis ol Meghalaya speak languages of the
rirst group. The Austronesian group may be dividel into
threo sub-groups - Indonesian, Malanesian and Polynesian,
Interestingly enough, the Khasis are Anstric so far as their
language is concerned but they bear close resemblance with

the Mongolonid people in physique.

The next group whiclhi came to Assam was the Mongo.loid
or the Tibeto~-Burman family. The land between Yangtse Kiang
and the Hoang-lHo in Nortlz;-West China was thelr original
home. ™ At one time these people migrated from their origi-

nal home towards the head-waters of the Irraladdy ard of the
Chindwin, From there, some of them .following the upper course
of the Bralmaputra reached Tibet and occupied it. Again,
from Tibet some of them moved further and occupied the hills
of the southern side of the Himalayan range, right from Assam
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t.+ the east to the Punjab in the West. In Assam they settlead
in diffarent regions and came to be known by different names

like the Habha, Kachari, bBodo, Tiwa, Karbi, Dimasa etc.al

From the linguistic point of view, the Tibeto-Burmans are
d4ivided into two groups - North Assam and Assam - Barmese.
The first group includes the various Arunachal tribes -
Abors, Akas, Daflas, Miris and Mishmis while the second group
iicludes three group - the Bodos, Nagas and Kuki-chins,

Anmong the Bodo language speaking people we find such tribes
as the Garo, Rabha, Kachari, Koch, Mech, Hajong, Laung etc,

After the Austric people, the Mediterranean race came
to the region. They were called so as Meliterranean region
was their original home, Haddon observes some of thalr ethinic

and cultural traits among the Nagas.33

Following the Mediterraneans, the Alpines or the
Armenoids also penetrated to the land from the west or
norti-west. Tliey played a very important role in the culttﬁ*e
and civilization of the region before the advent of the
valic Arya.ns.M Some cultural tralits relating to the disposal
of dead, uncleanliness of a woman during menses etc., as found
anong the Assamese Hindus are of Alpine origin.as The
Kalitas of Assam were supposed to have been of Alpine

Oriail’l. 6

Following the Alpinés, the Aryans came to the ZI.and at



a time which is not definitely known. Before their entry
into India, these Aryan people were axpert agrioulturists
ad they inclunded among themselves groups speclalized in
cattle-breeding-pastoral people.m B8+ Ko Chatterjee has
suggestel that the Indo~Aryans reached in North Bihar by
700 B.C. and movel eastward in smaller group at different
times.?® Bat both in the R8miAvana and Mah3bhiArata, there
are references of Prigjyotiga~Kimarldpa which indicate that
the land had contact withh the Aryan India from very early
pariod.w Kautilya r:gers to an Aryan wave in the land

in the Maurya period.hIn the early centuries of the Christian
era high class Br@lmanas began to settle in the r@ion.‘u
From the Nidlhanpur Copper Plate grant, it is known that
king Bhitivarman (6th ceh, A.D.) donated a special Agrahira
to more than two hundred Bré@lumanas of various gotras and
Veda$§ikhis for promotion of Vedic religion and culture.42

Suchh royal policy was largely responsible for the settlement
of high class Aryans in Ancient Assam, According to some
tiits might have led to the Aryanisation of the va.lley4'3

and influenced the Tibeto-Burman rulers to adopt Br3hmanical

culturo.

The Political History

The earliest rulers of Pragjiyotiga-Kimarfpa were



<.~ A'yan people. In the epics and Purdnas they were called
pduayag ond Asuras. They are often mentioned as Kir@tas and
viecRchas, Mahiranga Danava, the Kirata chief, who had his
capital of Mairanga, was theo earliest known ruler of
Prﬁgjyotiqa-l(ﬁmar'ﬁpa.“ He was succeeded by Hatakisura,
Sambarisura, Ratnfisuwra and Ghatak#sura reapectively.q’s_
The Asura dynasty of Priaglyotiga-K3marlipa was put to an
e by' Naraka, a prince from Videha, who established a new
d;.rrmst::,r..‘;‘6 This dynasty ruled in the region for a consi-
derable period., Naraka has been mentionad in the Rim&yana,
the Mah3bharata, the X&lika Purdina, the Hiigavata Purapa,
the Vignu Purana,and the }}_a_;_;_gg_ﬁ_{g.é? According to the
nAlikd Purdpa, WHaraka was borit of the earth by vignu in
hiis Boar Incarnation and was brought up by the childless
king Janaka of Vvideha of North ]il.ha::'.fa"";s When he attained
the age of sixteen he came to Prigjyotisga-Kamarlipa and
became the king of the land. At this time, he fell under

the evil influence of his friend Bapa, who was the king of
49

Soni tpura, ¥Finally, for his irreligious activities,
Naraka was killed by Srf Krisna, an avatara or incarnation
of Vig{m.so

From Mahabharata i1t is known that Naraka was succecded

by £ his son Hlagadat'ca.SJ' In the 'sabhd parva' 1t is said
that Bhagadatta, the king of Pragiyotisa resisted Ar:)una.sz
The battle lasted for eight days and finally Bhagadatta

surreidered,



' shag datta was succeeded by his son Vajradatta.sa
2o the MaghBbhirakg it is sald that when Yudhjsthira performed
uwwrsessacrifice to prove his supremacy as a gagrat, Vajradatta,
alter a decissive battle acknowledged the supremacy of
Iudhigthira.“ In the Harsacariig, it has been mentioned
that Pugpadatta and Vajradatta were the successors of Bhagadatta.
But in the inscriptions of Biagadatta's line, we do not find
the name of Pugpadatta.ss It was most probably that®yajradatta
was the younger btrother of Puspadatta, but the writers of the
inscriptions of Vanamdla, Balavarman III and Ratnapila,
erronecugly mentioned him as brother of Hmsadatta."s

The intervening period between Bhagadatta's successors
and pusyavarman is dark.57 The Nidhanpur grant of Bidskarsa-
varman mentions that three thousand years passed between
the death of Valradatta and the succession of Pugyavarman,
founder of a new dynasty.58 From traditional accounts we
get the names of a large number of rulers who ruled in tie
land after Vajradatta., According to one, the successors of
Bhagadatta in direct line ware Dharmap2la, Karmapiila,
Prthvipdla and Subﬁhu.sg After nineteen kings of the

dynasty of Nareka, Subahu has been placeﬂ.so He obstructed

the sacrificial horse of Vikramdditya and was ovevthrown,

After this, Jitdri, a Dravidian, became the king of Pri3gjyo-

tL s.a,-l{‘a'marﬁpaﬁl



The Varman Dynasty

The roal political history of Prigjyotisa-Kamaripa
starts with the rule of Pugyavarman, the founder of the
varman dynasty.ﬁz The dynasty is so named as all the rulers
of the line of Pugyavarman had all their principal names
aiiing in the word m.ea In the Nidhanpur grant of
sifskaravarman it 1s said that "when the kings of the Naraka
Yamily, having enjoyed the position of rulers for three
thousand years, had all attained the conditions of Gods,
rugyavarman became thie lord of the world.“64 gince Pusyé—
varman i:s said to have born in the family of Naraka, the
Aymasty founded by him is sometimes called Naraka or dhauma

{borni of Larth) .ba

A recent study on the Umachal Rock Inseription by
U, Shutia has shown that Mahdr&djadhirfja surendravarman, a
scion of the house of Bhagadatta ruling at Kaémaripa with
Pragjyotisa as liis seat of administration, was the earliest |
historical king of Hiauma - Naraka orisin.sé:-.-, chatia. hes
reasonably refuted the theory put forward by D, C. Sircar
and Pe D. Choudhury that Surendravarman of Umachal Hock
Inseription and Mahendravarmﬁn of the Bhauma-Naraka dynasty
are the same pearson as both 'Surendra' and 'Mahendra’ are
synonymous, meaning Indra. His chief argument is that both
the Dubi and the Nidhanpur Copper Plates of Hifiskaravarman



whiich supply the full geneological list of the Varman kings
5f the Bhauma-Naraka origin have not mentioned the name

' Surendra' anywhere,

suraxravarman ias been placel sometime in the first
6
nalf of the 4th century A.D. by the latest. 7 Thearefore,

6
i was a prodecessor of Pusyavarman, 8 Wien the former died

without leaving any heir, his throne passed on to Pugyavarman,
4 prince of the collateral branch founded by Vajradatta of

the Rmnmanuaraka origin, who ruled at the neighbouring.
kingdom of pavéka.(sg Most probably Pusyavarman either usurped
the throne of Fragjyotiga after the death of Surendravarman,
oy thie former was chosan to the throne by the people of
Pragiyotigsa vwhar Surendravarman died sonless exactly in the
manher Bralmnapdla, the founder of the Pala dynasty of M
Kdmarfipa in later times cliosen by the people when Tyéqasinmha,
the 21st ruler of the $3lastambha dynasty without leaving

an heir.70 '

The Allahabad Inscription of Samudragupta refers to a

king of Kamarilipa as pratyanta-nrzpati ..7:L But the name of

the king j;s not mentioned. P, N, Bhattacharya identifies

this king with Pusyavarman who out of loyalty and devotion
to his overlord and patron named his son and daughter-in.law

after the name of Samudragupta and his quearl Dattadevf.7a.

Probably, the chequerel career and achievements of Samudragupta
might have encouraged him to do so.



As PugyQvarman was contemporary of Samudragupta, he
must ruled before 3?5 A.Dey ieeey when the latters political
career came to an exl. P.C.Choudhury has placed Pugyavarman

11 the period between A.D. 355 - 330.°° |

- 4
Pugyavarman assumed the title of Hah&rljadhj.raja.? |

But it 18 not known how far he was successful in the exten~
sion of his kingdom., Because the Allahabad Inscription men-
tions, along with K3marpa, the kingdom of l;)avﬁka75 whiclh
was Pugyavarman's ancestral k!.ngdom.76 Itnmay be that lie
lost his hold somehow on Davdka after his occupation of the

throne of Kamaripa.

Thus we see that Kamarlipa became a feudatory state of
the Guptas at the time of Pugyavarman, Such a state of affairs
continued upto the time of accession of Mahendravarman, the
7th king of the dynasty in C. 450 A.D. We know nothing beyond
the names of the rulers who ruled after Pugyavarman and
Mahendravarman., They are Samudravarman, Balavarman, Kalygnavar-
man and Ganapativarman, Nothing important iLs recorded about

them neither in the Literatures nor in the epigraphs,

Ganapativarman abdicated the throne in fawour of lis

son Mahendravarman due to old age or disease.'?? The relgn
78
of Mahendravarman lhias beal placed between A,Ds 450 ~ 485, In

the seal attachel to tlie Dubi Grant he has been described as

79

the performer of two horse sacrifices. These sacrifices



Leeot tilat when the Gupta empire declined, Kamarfipa kingdonm
Copdl B0 flourj.sh.go By his brilliant career of conquest

i) plory, Mahehwdravarman paveld the way for the greatness
saicir KEmarlipa attained under Exﬁaka.ravarmm.al He was con-
temporary of four Gupta rulers - Kumiragupta I, Skandagupta,
purugupta and Badhagupta. Possibly after KumIragupta I, when
tiie Gupta ampire was on the way of decline, Mahauiravarman
axtanded his sway to south-east Sengal whare there is no

82
ovidence of Gupta rule until the time of Vainyagupta.

Mahendravarman was succeeled by his son Hﬁrﬁyan}avarmm.aa

Nothing particular is known about his retgn. He was succeeded
by his son ﬂlﬁtivarmml.84 The importance which K&marﬁpa'gai-
ned at the time of Mahendravarman increased at the time of
dhGtivarman, rrom his Bargaigd Rock Iuscription it is known
that he performed one ASvamedha s'.a.cri.f;i.a:e.a5 Not only the old
kingdom of Davaka, but also the Surma valley was now included
within his kingdom.% His conquests in Pudravardhana lying
to the west of the river Teestd and to the east of Kosi or
Kaudika, the region where he donated land to 206 families,

is proved by the Nidhanpur Copper Plate of Bhaskaravarman ‘
originally issued by the f‘n::orm:ua:f..al7 His relgn has been placed

between C.A.D. 510 =~ 555.88 If it was 80 then he most

probably acknowledged the suprenacy of YaSodharman at least
for a short period, Because Mand aSor Inscription of A.D,

532 - 533 of YaSodharman demands that “He, before wiose feet,



ohi ef tains having (their) courage removed by the strength
of hig arms, bowed down, from the neiglibourhood of the
{river) Lauhjtya upto (the mountain) Mahendra ... (and

from Himalaya ... upto the western c:,ce'em...."89

Bhittivarman was followed by his son Candramukha-
valrriai wno it turd was succeeded by his son Sthi tavarman,
de bc:n‘rormed two horse sacrifices. Probably these were due
to the celebrations of his victories over his feudal lords
in north and south-east Bengal. From the Dubi grant of
dhaskaravarman it Ls kown that the coronation ceremony of
sthi tavarman was performed by the Brahmips according to.

91

the Shstras. It 1s the first recorded example of the

Vadic coronation ceramony of a Kamariipa k.tng.92

Sthi tavarman was succeeled by his son Susthitavarman
or Mrigahka.ga He took the title of l!ahﬁrﬁjﬁdhlrﬂ’:la.gq'
In the Hargacarita it is said that he "took away the cbnch-
shells of the lords of the armies, not their jJjewels; grasped

the stability of the ea:ci:h, not its tribute; selzed the

majesty of monarchs, not their hardness."gs Tie performance
ol horse-sacrifices by Mahendravarman, Bialtivarman, Sthita-
varman and assumption of the title Mahdrdjfdhirija by
Susthitavarman signify the growing power of the kings of
Prig jyotiga-KEmarlpa which alarmed Mahisenagupta of Gauda
who out of fear attacked Kimaripa. In the Apshad Inscfipﬁon
it is recorded that Susthitavarman was deféated by Mah@sena~
gupta.% | :
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The Dubl Copper Plates of Bhaskaravarman indicates
that Susthitavarman was succeedal by his elder son Supratip-
thitavarman. He died a premature death leaving the throne to

his younger hrotlier maskarava:man.g?

Hidskaravarman was not only the greatest monarch of
tiiis family but also a remarkable ruler of ancient India,
iiLs ancession was probably a little earlier than that of
Harsavardhan (A.D, 606), ™is may be gathered from his posi-
tion as an agel king, dressed as Brahmd, while Harga himself
took the place of S’akra (Indra) in the rellgious cearemonies
deseribed by Yuan chwa.ng.ga An early Assamese work called
Kamurlipar purdbrita refers to a date to mark an era starting

9
from 594 A.D.g Ko other event important enough &0 be

commaaoratel as the réckoning of an ara took place during

this time except the accession of Bhdskara,’° It is there-
fore clear that Bhliskaravarman after his accession in 6594

A.D. started tills local era. He ruled for at least few years
after Harsa's death (A.D. 647 - 43), as he was assogiated with
the Chinese Mission of Wang heuen tse that became fnwvolved

in the usurpation of Arjuna after Harsga's dea.th.ml in

view of the above, the long reign of EhZakaravarman may be

placed between C.A.D., 594650,

Bhaskaravarman ascendel the throne of Kimaripa at a

time when the reputation of hits family was at A low ebb. He



ot only restorel but 1liftedl 1t to a height that even Harsa -
the Sakolottara - PatiSvara welcomel his alliance,

The most renarkable event in the career of Bidskara-
varman was the diplomatic alliance with Hargavardhan, It took
place at a time whan the latter succeeded his brother-nﬁjya.
vardhana, who was, supposed to have been treacherously mur-
dared by éaé?—.’u’lka, the lord of Gaunda. To take revenge on éaé?:ﬁka,
when Harga was on a day's journey towards Ganda, Hahsavega,
Bhdskara's ambassador meet Harsa with valnable presents and

proposel to form an 'imperishable alliance’.mz Har gavardhan

recel vel Hamsavega most cordially and sent him back with
valuable presents., Thus, an alljance between Harga and Bhaskara

was formel which was the outcome of a regiproecal 'longing'.

Though some scholars think that the nature of the alliance
indicated the subordinate position of Pr3gjyotfsa-Kamaripa

to Harsa, tlie contaewporary sources like the Harsagarita and
the aseount of Yuan Chwang and the speeial honour which Harsa
showed to Hudskara in the religious assemblies of Praydg and
rananj prove that Harga treated the Kamartipa king as a res-

pocted ally and esteemed friend and not as wvassal k".i.lrlzr;.l‘o4

The nem alliance proved to be a source of concern to
tiie Gaudas. But unfortunately there is no record to show that

el ther Bhdskaravarman or Hargavardhan was #ucoessrul in

conquering Gauda during the life time of §a58ixa. 0° We

shall discuss it in detatl in next chaptar;
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Ti1l now two copper plate grants of Baaskaravarman
have been discovered - the Dubi Copper Plates and the
Widhanpur Copper Plates. The latter mentions a number of
feudatories of Bilskaravarman, On the basis of the Nidhanpur
irant K,L.Barua suggests that the area of south-east Bengal,
tncluding Sylhet, Tripurd and parts of Samatata were inclu-

del in the kingdom of Hlé.skaravarman.los

According to P.C,
Choudhury the Tipperah Grant of the feudatory Lokandtha
throws a new light on BEhaskara's sway over Sylhet and

Tripard. ™’

sut it must be noted that there is no refarawxe to

thie name of Hidskaravarman in the Tipperah Grant. There

1s a good deal of controversy among the scholars with regard
to the date and the Lidentification of Jayatungavarsa of the
Tipperall Grant of Lokanatha, R.G.Basak thinks him to be
AMityasena, the Later Gupta king of Magadha.m But, there
£s no evidence to suggest that Adityasena extended his
authiority as far as the easternmost part of Bengal, Tho

testimony of the E_x;yamm‘ijuﬁ-'éri-mﬁlapkalﬁ, the Aphsad and

the Vaidyanfitha Temple Inseription may suggest at best the
inclusion of central and south.west Bengal bordering on the
sea in Mityasena's kingdom,10°

o

B.C.Sen identifies Jayatuhgavarsa of the Tipperah
1o
Grant as Dharmapila of Gauds. P.L.Paul thinks Jayalwigavarsga
- 1 o
as a local chief like Lokanatha. N.N.Vasu identifies him



112

Wi Bl Sume sdecessor o ghiskaravarman. Ke.LesBarua thinks

H3 b c.cloudhury holds that
syatungavarsa of the Tipperah Grant was none but Bhdska~
varman of K“é:nar‘&’pa.ll4 R. C. Mazumdar thinks Jayatuigavarsa
as the Parame$vara of the Tipperah Grant and takes him to be

Lun ag a title of SElastambha,

a Khadga ruler,11® According to D.C.Sircar, the verses

7-9 of the Tipperal Grant indicate that Jayatungavarga and
Jfvadhfrana were twrefractory feudatories of the Paramedvara
who was probably the ruler of Ganda of whom Lokan@tha was a
faithful subordinate. 116 Lokanitha defeatel Jayatulgavarga
on behalf of his master who next sent him against JIva&hﬁraga
of the RAta family.l1? Jivadharana placated Lokandtha and
also the ParameSvara possibly by an offer of his acceptance

of a subsidiary alliance. 118

Mother important event in the period of Bhaskaravarman
is the visit of Chinese Pilgrim Yuan Chwang to Kamariipa in
C. 642 ~ 43 A,D., when Yuan Chwang was at Naland& for the
second time in 642 A,D,, Bhaskaravarman sent a messenger to
N@landd to invite the pilgrim, But §ilabhadra, the head of
the monastery, did not comply with it or even with a second
request}mmﬁskaravarmm grew angry and threastened §Ilabhac1ra
#If necessary then I will equip my army and elephants and
like the clouds sweep down on and trample to the very dust.
that monastery of Nilandd".’® e treat had the desired
result, Yuan Chwang visited Kamarlipa and stayed there for a .

montli, 121



a

After returning from the Kongoda campaign, Harsa
neard of it and seht a messenger to E_haskara to send Yuan
Chwang 1mmed$.ately.122 Hhdskara replied that "He (Harsa)
can take my head, but he can not take the Master of the
law yet."ma Harsa replied "sand the head"™ With this
EhAskaravarman becaome submissive and proceeded to mect
Hgrsa with the pilgrim and with a vast army.m He met
Harsa at Kajafigala near Rijmahal, and the latter received

im cou:vteowszl.y.]'25

After the death of Harga, his throne was usurped by
his minister Arjuna.las At this time a Chinese mission led
by wang-lliua-tse arrived Kanauj., Arjuna not only ill-treated
but put some of tham to death. Wang-hiuel-tse fled to Nepal
and sought help of Tibet and Kimarllpa. It appears from the
Shinese account that the kings of Nepal and Tibet assisted
Idm with forces. With these aids Wang-hiueh-tse defeated
Ar juna and took him as a prisoner to China, Bhaskara proliably

diod soon after tliis incident.

It may be noted here that being a devotee of éi.va,
EhEiskara was respectful to other religions - speeially to
Buddhism. It is proved by his letter to SIlabhadra, the head
of the Niland¥ mondstery to send the Chinese pilgrim to his
court with a view to learning more about the teachinsvs of
Tath3gate. Under his rule Kamariipa became & seat of learm.nz..
Students from all parts of India came here and receivel



Lucation in various m.m He was a good administrator.
With a vast and well-organiied admini strative machinery,
Bilskaravarman gave a good example of truth and Justice,
holding before his subjects the ide2 of a paternal king in

tlie proper organization of the state.m

None of the contemporary records refers to any wife
of Bhaskaravarman, Further, he was often mentioned as Kumira-
129 Bina in his Hargacarita mentions him as Km&a
aliss Bhaskaravarman with BhaIgma and thereby suggest that

~raja.

BhAskaravarman was called kumara as he was a bachelor like
the epile heﬂ‘o.mo It is possible that he died without any

imnedliate successor.

The S3lastambha Dynasty

It is not definitely known who was the immediate
successor of Bhidskaravarman, Gait is of opinion that after
the death of Bhaskaravarman there appeared anh asnarchy which
brought to an e to the line of kings which owed Lits origin
to Nara.ka.lal The kingdom was taken possession of a new
Bhagadatta line of kings headed by ‘éﬂutamhha.laa But
D. R. Bhandarkar suggests the name of Devavgrmnn as the
successor of Bhdskaravarman on the light of?cm.nese aiou:':ce..la3

Besides K.L.Barua suggests the name of Avanﬂvarman between



47

siiliskaravarman and éﬁlastambha.m He further aids that
AvantTvarman, the Adirect successor of Bhiskaravarman did-
not reign for more than five years at the longest and that
S8lastambha occupied the throne of Kimarlpa about 655 A.D.
after dethroning and probably killing him."las Observing
similarity in the names of Bhaskaravarman and Avantivarman
and epithet !'Parthiva’ before the name of the latter
(meaning both 'a king' and *the son of Ppthivi ), M, M.
Sharma rightly supports the view of XK. L. Barua.

The Bargion coppar plate grant of Ratnapala records
tite passing of the kingdom of the Naraka kings (l1.e. of

Pusyavarman's dynasty) into the hands of the Mleccha king

named S$ilastambhia owing to a turn of adverse fortune.m

According to Hoernle the word *Mleccha' means a 4‘.':)1'4ae:l.gne:cn.:":B
Ke Le Barua explains the word as the non.Hindua Mongoloid
Pmpleolag According to D. C. Sircar '"Mlecchat may be the

Sanskritisel form Of . the tribal name M«a::l.l..l40

Here, tire
suggestion ol ne . Dutta seems to be right in conclud:l.lig
that the Varman dynasty, which was probably the first Indoe
-Aryan dynasty in Prig)yotiga-K@marilipa, was overtlrown by
éﬁlastambha, of Mongoloid origin, who then made himself ﬁhe
king of the lond. ™ $Hlastambha transferred his capital
from Prigjyotigapura to HiarupeSvara, which his successors

continueid to rule.



The Hiyunthal Copper Plates of Harjjaravarman descri-
ves VLjaya, 42 palaka, 3 Kumira,1%* vajredatta,l4®
:1ar§a,l4’6 Balavarman,l47 Cakra,l‘g's Ar&ﬂ:!,‘mg and
uar.jjara,l‘so as coming after S8lastambha one after the
other. But the Tezpur Copper Plates of VanamBla places the
nane of §5.lambha (not Prﬁlmnhhals;l') after Harga.lsz KeLe
Barua held that after Balavarman(Il) and before éulmblm,
there were probably two kings wlhiose names have yet to be
rec(:nr«e;:t'e':'l.15:3 M. M. Sharma suggests that these two unnamed
kings were Srx JIivari(j) of the Saikara - Nirfyana Stone
Image Inscription and Diglekhavarma of Hari-Hara Stone image
Inscript'.j.c:u‘.l.15“;L Mahardjadhiraja sfrI-JIvaraJa. of the recently
discovered fragmentary copper plate inscription from Nagdon
was most probably &1 Jivarad(J) of the Sahkara - Nar3yana
Stone Image Inseription. They have been placed beween A.D.
765 - 790.:"'{:"5 From the Uttarbarbil Copper Plates of Balae

varman 111 we get the name of Vanamﬁladeva,ws Jayemala or

Lap

]

VJ'.x-an:u‘nm]'5 axd Balavarman (III)‘LBB who ruled after Harjjai'a.
The last king of the dynasty estabiished by éﬁlalumbha wag

159 160

Tyagasimha, He was the 218t king of the dmasty.

The rule of vijaya, Palaka, Kumd@ra and Vajradeva was

1 1n view of this P.C.Choudhmry
places them during the short period of A.D.I 675 - 725,

not of any cohsequeice.

Hargsadeva became king after Vajradeva. The Paéupati epigraph
ol the Hepal king Jayadeva Il mentions one ﬂrI Hargadeva,



‘prd of vdra, Kalifga, Kofala and other lands who gave his
1Taughter Rajyamatl (Bhogodatterdia - Xulall) married with
dryadeva 11.152 But R.C.Mazumdar rightly expresses his
doubt to the Ldentification of Hargadeva of PaSupati epi-
graph with Hargadeva of Prigjyotiga~-Kimarflipa owing to the
fact that many dypasties of India claimed thelr descent

from Biagadatta e.g., the Kara dynasty of orisn.ma

According to the H3ayunthal Copper Plate Inseription,
&r1 Harsa was succeeded by hiis son Balavarman (I‘.t)i."u:-";l
But we do not find the name of the latter in the Dfghaligid
Copper Plate of Vanamdlavarman, Most probably Balavarman (II)
had a very short and insignificant rule for waich he has
been ignored in the epigraplhis of Vanamdla under refeu.'ence.lss
It may not be unlikely that it was Balavarman (II) and not
sl Harga, as presumed by K.K.Barua who has been defeated
by Yadovarman of Kanauj in arpund A.D. 750 and most probably
soon after &1 Harsa's clea).t:n.m‘5 It is thus apparent that
$8lambha (alias Cakra) was the immediate successor of

167
Balavarman (II)

The Dighallgid, Tezpur and Parbatiyd Copper Plates
of Vanam8la speak highly of §81lambhe, His relgn has bean
placed between A.D. 790 = 810.168 It 18 true that éﬁlamhha
tried to revive the lost prestige of the kingdom and he
succead el in establishing a comparitively peaceful reign
after a few decades of disorder that overwhelmel Kamariipa

under thie wealr ™ale of his predecessor.leg
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§3lambha was succeeled by his brother Arathl who
in tuen was followed by his son Harjjaravarman.l7° wé_
get four epigraphs of the time of Harjjaravarman viz. the
di3yunthal Copper Plate Inscription, the Kuruvdbahi Copper
rlate Inscription, the Tezpur Rook Inscription of G.E.
510 = A.D. 829 - 30 and an image inscription, From the
Tezpur Fock Inseription it is known that he took the impe-
rial titles MahdrZjdhirdja Paramesvara Paremabhatiiraka,t’
which signifies his great and axtensive power. From the
Bafgalpur plate of Nardyanapila we know that at the command

of Devapdla, his younger brother Jayapdla launched upon a

career of conquest.172 Hearing of his very name from a

di stance the ruler of Utkala left his capital and the king
of Pra3gjyotisa acfeptel the suzerainty of Devap3la and was
left 'unmolested! 1’2 From this 1t appears that the king of
Kémarapa had alther made a treaty with the Palas of Magadha
or was their ally.l’? P.C.Choudhury identlfies this king
of pPrégjyotisa of the Bhfigaipur Copper Plate of Narayapa.

p3la with Harjjaravarman, 176 '

Harjjara was followed by his son Vanamiila alias
Viravihu, His rule has been placel between A.D, 835 -
865.27° with his accession Kimarlpa enterel into a new
phase of development, An image inscription and three copper
plate grants viz,, the DIighallgal, the Tezpur and the
Parbatiyd Copper Plate Inscriptions have been discovered
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of his time till now. The Tezpur Grant was issued in the
19th year of his reign??? while the two other grants are
not dated. He, llke his father, assumed the high sounding
titles like MahZr&iddhiriia Paramefvara Parsmabhattdraka
which is known to us from his records,l’8 By his Tezpur
Grant he donatel a village on the bank of Trisrotd
(modern Teestd) which signifies the extension of Mamaripa
kingdom in the North Sengal under him,

Vanamadla abdicated in favour of his son Jayam'&ia.
Nothing £s known to him, He was followed by his son Bala-
varman III. Three Copper Plate Inscriptions are derivel of
Iiis time viz. the Uttarbarbil, Nowgong and Ulubdrl - issued
in the 5th,179 81‘.11180 and 131:11181 regnal years of Bala.
varman III respectively., His reign has been fixeld between
AJD. 835 - 910.182 Like his pralecessors Balavarman III
also took the Imperial titles Ma I
Earamghhaggﬁrakg.lga By his Nowgong Grant Balavarman IIT
granted land in the west of Teestd or Karatoyd in North
Bangal which indicates his hold over the area,

We know nothing of the immediate successor of
Balavarman III. The last king of the dynasty was Tyﬁgdaiﬁlha
who died without leaving an hefi.r..]"c"‘f"= Thus we See that with
TyAgasifha the dynasty established by SZlastambha came to
an end,
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The P3la Line

Rralmap3la was the founder of the Pdla line. He was
elected as the king of K@marlipa by his subjects is evident

185 4is 18 an inoident
86

by the Bargion Grant of Ratnapila.
which finds a parallel in the history of Bengal,
sald grant proves his descent from Naraka.

Baramap3la abdicated in fawour of his son Ratnapa.la,m

whose accession witnessed another period of ‘prosperity of
K#marfipa, There are three grants of his time viz, Coratbarl,
Bargdon and Sudlkuchi « 1ssuad in the 121-.11188 251:11139 and
261;11190 year of his relgn respoctively. He rulel for about
30 years from A.D. 1010 to 1040.191 The epigraphs of his
time give the hints that he saved his kingdom from the
Sakas, the kings of the Gurjara, Ganda, Kerala and the chief
of the Vihikas, the Tais and the ruler of the Deccan who
hold a Covetous eye oh the com1try.192 But his defeat.

the hands of Sricandra of Bast Bengal is proved by the Dacca
Plates of Kalyanacandra whiclhh states that §¥icandra easily
defeated Ratnapila and returned his queen to him in order to

keep Lis promise. 193 Ratnapdla took the titles of paramefvarg

Raranabhiattiraks Mahardjadhiraig while his predecessor simply
depicted as MahBrajadhiraja. 194
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PurandarapBla was the son of Ratnapdla who was a poet
and died before his father.l® so after Ratnap3la, Indra-
pila, son of Purandarapdla ascended the 'l:h:t'one‘.:l'96 He
retgnel probably between A.D. 1040 - 1065.1%7 1wo grants
Gauhati and Guwikuchi have been discovered of his time. The

former grant was issued in the 8th year of his rei.gn.m

While the latter one was issued in his 2ist regnal Yeﬁtr.lgg
In the Gauhati Grant, Indrapdla has been describel as a
tyeritable lord of the eastern regi.on.aoo His chief queen
Rijyadevl was a Rigtrakita princess.ml He defeated
Kalyanacandra, son of §ricandra of Rast Bengal is provel by
the Gachtal Grant of his son Gop&la, As the grant states

"He (L.e. Indrapala) once had an occassion to meeot the king
of Vaiga, named Kalyanacandra who was the son of Sricandra
and possessel undefeatable arms which earlier hai the
distinction of demolishing the strong king of Gauda. Indra~.
pdla then took his place at the head of a Cluster of boats,
covered by fluttering wheels and chowries and in no time'
defeated him L.e0., (Kalyanacandra) and annihilated him along
with his fame."goz

Indrapdla was succeeded by his son Gopala. His Gachial
Copper Plate speak highly of his various qualttiea.aoa The
Grant is not datel, He like his father took the titles of
Pareneévars paransbiattirake Fi&hiraje.”* He retgnel

betWween A.D. 1065 - 1080.200
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gop3la was followed by his son Harsaplla. Probably
it his time occured the invasion of the C3lukya Vikram3ditya
Vi who is said to have overrun Magadha, Alga, Gauda and

rﬁmarﬁpa.aoﬁ The invasion probably had no any permanent

T eﬂu:ltom?

Dharmap3ila was tlie last important king of the Pila
1ymasty. He was the great grandson of Indrap@la, Three
lopper Plate inscriptions - KhanZmukh, SubhanRarap3taka and

Pugpabhadrd have been discovared of hisg time, The first wx
+Wn Wars issued in the 1st208 and 3rd209 year of his reign
reospoctively while tiie last one is not dated. Dharmapidla has
been placel batween A.D. 10956 -1130.210 Towards the close
of his relign he shifted hiis capital from Pragjyotisapura to
Kc‘mmarﬁpmmgara.zll KimarGpanagara his generally been fdai-
tified with Kimatanagara, capital of K@matd-Koch kingdom in

tiie western part of Bralmaputra vzvzil.le.y-.zl2

In the éilimpur Stone Slab Inscription we get the name
of one Jayapila who is considered to be the son and successor
of Dharmap'—'ala.zla The Rimagaritg of Sandhy3kara Nandf refers

to the fact that Mayana, the general of Ramaplila of Gauda

214

conguered Kamarfipa,. This invasion of Mayana took place

215

at the time of Jayapila - Tresulting in the occapation of

only the south-western portion of Kamariipa, over which

216

R3mapiila placed his vassal Tifgyadeva, Me Kamauli Grant
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of vaidyadeva records that Kumarapila, king of Gauda, having
n-arl of the hostility of Tiigyadeva, appointed his minister
217 after the
death of Lhis master, Valdyadova declared his independence

ad assumed the imperial titles of Mahr@jadhir3ja Paramas-

Yuidyadeva as a ruler in place of tihe former,

ra Parmnahhat;t.;ﬁraka.zla He also ovarthrew Jayapldla and

couquered the rest of Kimarfipa. The defeat of Jayap3la in
tlie hands of Vaidyadeva must occured before the date of the
Kamaulf Grant. Arthar Venis has fixeil the date of the grant
as 1142 A.D.219 With the defeat of Jayapdla, rule of the

Brahmapdla dynasty ended and Vaidyadeva established a Brah-

mana dynasty in Kamardpa.

We know nothing about the successors of Vaidyadeva.
The Assam Plates of Vallabliadeva rofers to & set of rulers.

Elaskara,zgl Rajarideva alias ‘l'rai.lokyasiﬁha,m Udayakarna

alias Ni.héaﬁkasirhha,ug Who were born in csmd:c.wm'ns.n,,224

The Grant was issued in the Saka year 110'?”- 11856 A.D.zz5

It does not mention that Vallabha was a king of Kémaridpa.
The seat of his goveriment is also not mentioned, Bit the

two referaices to the Boar - incarnation of ugguazs  signify
his touch with the Kimarfipa kings. Hayarideva, prelecessor
of Vallabhadeva is sald to have defeated the king of vanga.
Bhattasalf identifies the king of Vanga with V!.jayasena.zz?
But the Deopira inscription crelits Vijayasena as the vanqui-

sher of the king of Kamarlpa (apikrta KZmariipa-bhipam) 228



Rat labliadeva was also a powerful ruler, The campaign led by ‘
Bakhtiyar in A,D. 1202 to Tibet was completely destroyed in
xssam by Vallabliadeva or his successor. P.C.Choudhury,
nowever, rejects the view of Bhattasali, He offers a new
sugrestion that ViSvasundaradeva alias Prthu and Sandhiya

who were rulers of Aifferent dynasty, held responsible in
Tapulsiiy, successive Muslim j_nvasions.zzg Whatever be the
wattbel, these invasions weakened the stability in the kingdom
o1 Prigiyotisa-Mimaripa, It splited up into several indepene
ftent principali.ties.zao At this time, the Ahoms entered

iuto the Bramaputra valley and pushed back the successors

of the old dynasty to the west who most probably shifted
thelr capital to Kamti to save themselves from the harasgment
of the Alxoms.zal The Ahoms captured the kingdom of Priagjyotisa-

~-K3martipa and startel a new era in the history of the land,
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CHAPTER - III

Pyt es. FAnd Spots, Locations and Issuing Centres of the Grants

Dates of the Grangs

{1 rhe copper plate grants of the kings of Prigjyotiga-
Waimarlipa the date appears elther in the last portion or in the
body 0f the inscription when it describes the occassion of the

alan i

It is found elthier by writing in words or by using
nmberse Generally, it mentions the regnal year of the kinge
i that case, we have to decide the date of the inscription
by rixing the ruling period of the king from literary or other
sources, This method is also applicabie when the inscription
is found andated, [t when the undated inseription can not
be datel by this method or from its internal evidence, an
approximate date can be fixed on the basis of 1ts palaeogra~
phy., In this comnection Ahmad Hasan Dani has suggested t.ha"c
tiie stidy or palaeography should rest on a study of techni-
ques, materials and traditions of writing and not upon a

narrow morphological analysis.t

Among the undated grants of Pragjyotiga-Kimariipa, first
nmention may be made of the Nagdjari-Khanikargldon Fragmentary
stone Insceription. It is much danmaged. At present it cousains
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wiv rive lines which supply nothing as to fix the date of
wue inseription. On palaeographic ground P.C.Choudhury
assigns 1t to the end of the 6th or the bdeginning of the 7th
zaltary A.D.z According to D.CeSircar the record ig written
in characters of about the 5th century A.D.° Mt N.N.Sharma
ulaces it not later than the early part of the 5th century
#efte ©  The Vamman kings started thelr rule in the middle of
. dth century AD, and ruled upto the middle of the 7th
cankury A.D. AS the date of the Nagdjarl-Khanikargdon inse
sption rall within that period and as the sStyle, language
url geript of the inseription is very close to the Umichal
a sargalga hock Inseriptions, we may consider it as an

e rietion ol the Varman dynasty.

aother two undated inscriptions of the Varman dynasty
aave been discovered till now, They are the DUbL Copper
slate and the Nidhanpur Copper Plate Insceriptions of Bhaska
ravarman, The fomer grant was issued much earlier than th‘e
latter whiech is clear from its writing styles The seript of
thie DYDbL Plate is the eoastern variety of the North Indian
alphahet prevelant in the 6th and the 7th centuries with cer-
tain ramarkable differences from the seript of the Nidhanpur
Copper Plate Grant of BEhaskaravarman. The former grant was

issuel and inseribed in Prigjyotigapura while the latter one
was inscrined and issued from the royal residence situated at -
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74t casuvarna, When did Karpasuvarpa was included within the
sonire of shAskaravarman ?© The fixation of the time will help
vy to assign a tentative date to the said grant,

F.N.Biattacharya’s opinion is that immediately after
thte joint victory of Harga and Bhaskara over Sa8anka in about
BUG AeDe, bhaskara spent sometime in Karpasuvarna celebrating
thie joint victory. At this time theo donees met the king in
iis temporary camp and managed to have the edict reissued to
them in place of one which was granted earlier by Badskara’s

great grand father Hﬁtivaman.s

Bt the theory of jJoint victory put forward by P.H,
Bhattacharya has been refuted by M,M,Shama on the ground
that tiie idargacarita does not give any indication that Harsa

6
took part in the fight,

KeLeBarua is of opinion that Karpasuvarpa passed to

Hdskara before tihe coronation of Harga in 612 A.D.7

At liargavardhana took the role of conqueror after 612

reide L8 clear from the account of Ynan c:mwzal.n.g.8 The pilgrin

said thint Harga passed first six years of his reign through
cohquest aid enjoyed a peaceful reign of 30 years after that.
lHHere We get I years reign period of Hargavardhana, ¥Yaan
Chwang completod hiis works in 648 A.D., in the year of the
death of Hargavardhana which is evident from the Chinese

sources Then Harga started his political career 36 years
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wefore 648 ALD, f.e.,in 612 AD. The pilgrim was totaly

1o dark of the activities of Harga from 606 ~ 612 A.D,
Aftor becomily the ruler of both Kinyakubja and Thinsfvara
iurss probably engaged in incesaant wars with the rulers of
dadhyad efa and annexed their terri.tories.g His war against
Saffn was possibly a drawn affair., It would appear thus,
tnat Bhlskaravarman'!'s annexation of Karpasuvarpa was possi-
ble only after tho demise of Sad3hka, the date of which
ranses from 619 to 637 A.D.

R. D. Banarjee on the light on Ganjam Plates of 619 |
A.De holds that Bhiskara conquered Gallda before 619 A.D.
Because from the plates it appears that $a8anka had alrexiy
‘lost his possessions in Bengal and was master of Orissa

onlyt,

But i1t seems improbable that in 619 A.D., $adarka
maintained his hold only over Orissa losing his original
kingdom including capital. Besides, lagadha was wder the
kingdom or Sadadnka till his death 1s proved by the account
ol Ynan Chwang. From the account it is known that shortly
'bafore 637 A.D. $08dhka eradicated the Bodhi tree at Gaya
and ordered the removal of an image of Buddha from a tewple

Near the tree. 11

In addition, the discovery of a number of
gold and silver coins of S'.aéﬁﬁka from the deltic recgions

of Bengal and Samatata along with some so called immitation
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yapta gold coins gives us impression that Satanka was not
marely ruler of western part but the whole of the undivi-

dad Bangal. ila

R. C. Mazumdar says that in 641 A.D, Hargavardlana
sonquered Magadha and in thie next year he occupied Orissa
arvi Kongoda. At this time, Hhiskaravarman conquerel Ganda

airi established his victorious camp in Kargasuvarpa.m

But the opinion of R, C. Mazumdar that Bhdiskaravarman
sjuered Ganda in 642 A.D. can not be accepted. Because
i Tecelviilg A letter from Harsavardhan, Bhd@skaravarman
srocoatetl with a large troops of elephants and ships up the
canges il reached the country of Kie-shu-ho-kielo (Kajan-
ata, near modern Rajmahal) 13 Halce, it becomes clear that
~aada bad alreaty come under thie juriséiction of Bhaskara.14
sesides, in 642 A,D. Biadskaravarman did not reside in Karna-
suvarna but in Pragjyotisapura. He used to reside ih KamMa-
savarpa Ior a few years after fts occupation for giving the
pedple the banefit of a well organized administration, During
tiils very period the Nidhanpur grant must have been refssuat
to the decendants of the original donees as a part of his

reveiile settlement. 15

On the basis of above observation it may reasonably
pe sald tnat dhiskaravarman conquered Gauda shortly after the

death ot S’as"—'m'lka, which probably took place in 637 A.D.
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The Tipperal Grant of Lokanatlia bears a date.

Historians hold different opinions regarding its

reading. Dr, Basak read it as 44 at ﬁ.rst.]'? Hand arkar

18

has suggested that the date Ls 144, Later on, R, G.

heassigned.
Basak  Rhe date fo 344 and refars it to the Gupta
.-_ara.lg This opinion of R. G. Basak has been supported
by P. L. Paul who has placed the grant in 663 - 64 A.D.zo
re Ceo choudhury says that the grant has been dated
azsording to the Kamarlipa era started by Bhadskaravarman
Lo ). ad therefore thie date of the grant is 44 +

1

2
: G322 ALD. But D, C. Sircar on the ground of

sedteography supports the later opinion of R, G. Basak
wnt assigls the Tipperah Grant of Lokanathia to 344 Gupta
T Leeey 664 A.D.zlaL We have already seen as suggested
by Sircar onn the basis of the close study of tlie Tipperah
Grant ot Lokandtha that both Jayatwigavarsa and JIvadha-
rayz ot the RAtas were like him feudatories of the Para-

mefvara who was o Gauda king.zlb

Due to tlie corrodel form of the Copper Plate Ins-
cription of JIvaraja, the date of the grant is not known.
O palarographic ground De, Chutia thinks it of the
H$tit = wth centuries n.u.gz But P. Co Choudhury has {ixed
chie date o1 two unknown successors of Balavarman (II) in

between A.D, 765 -~ 90, JTvardja may be oneg of theam, I we
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D iow 15 years to the first successor (i.e. Diglekha-
vairmal) then Jlvardja most probably ruled between A.D.

THO - 90, His grant was fssued at that ti.me.23

The Kuruvabahi Grant of Harjjaravarman, the ru_ldr
of the SAlastambha dynasty is wxiated, But on the basis
of the Tezpur Rock Inscription of G.B, 510 «830 A.D. |
Dr, Cluutia has fixed the date of the former grant rowwd
the date of the latter. The Hiayunthal Copper Plate of
the same king is also not dated. Palasographically, the
grait is to be placed in or about 825 A.D:24 Actually,
the srant was issued by Harjjarats son Vanamdla, the
Yavuardja, on behalf of the king, who might have been 0ld

25

at that time axt in a retiring stage. Harjjarats ruling

period has beeanh fixed between A.D. 815 -835.26

Therefore,
we may say that the Hiyunthal Grant was issued towards the

close of the reign of Harjjara f1.e. in 835 A.D.

Both thie DIghalligdd and Parbatlyd Copper Plates of
Vanamfla, son of Harjjara, are not datel. His one inscripe
tion j.e., the TeZpur Copper Plate was issued in his 19th
rognal year. Thel the date ol the inseription is 835 + -
19 = 854 A.D. The DEghaligds record is earlier in date
thian botlhh the Tezpur and Parbatly@ Grants of Vanamdla,

Therefore, we may place the Dhigalfgdd Grant in between



».35 and 854 AJD. we have no other way but to place the
carbatlyd Grant of Vanam3@la within his ruling period, His

period has been placed between AJD, 835 - 865.2?

e two wxdated inscription of the Pala dynasty are
tue wachtal Copper Plate of Gopala and the Pugpabhadrd
sopper rlote of Dharmopila. We have to place these grants
within the ruling periods of the respective kings. P. Co.

mwowdhary has placed Gopdla betweel A.D. 1065 - 1080$-
29

urt charmapdla between AJD. 1095 - 1120
The Kamanli Copper Plate of Vaidyadeva is datel in
i way that its dating is too difficult without a khowledge

30

o4 astronomy. It is recorded in the inscription. that

shee loand has been donated on @ ekddasl (i.e., Harivisarg)
coineiding with a Visuva - Sahlir@nti, On the basis of this

astronomical information and a consideration of the chrono-

logy of the Pila and Sena dynasties of Bengal, Arthur Venls

hag fixed the date of thie insceription as 1142 A.D.Sl

Tho assam Copper Plates of Vallabhadeva was issued

in the Saka year 1107 = 11830 A‘..D.'?‘2 who most probably

ruled between A.D, 780 - 90.
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Coppar Plate Grants issued by the rulers of Pririyotiga-Kamarh s and fheiv dztes

Name of the king who Ruling period of Regnai year of  Apopoximste Ak
issued the grant the king issuing the srant
The Vamma: Dynasty

© e b e s wemer " —— e

Name of the Grant

S e A e mL e e AR i ek = e —————— 1 ek e R et S ——

NagajarI-Khanikargaon
Fragmentary Stone

ot mentionead

Lot ment;:oned

Kot menitioned

carly purt of tue
Sl Ce.n'bury ﬁoDo

Inscription
Dubi Bhiskaravarman AeDe 594=G50 " First gquarter of

the 7th Century A.D
Nidhanpur 0 " " Ce 638 AJD,
Tipperah Lokandtha Not known I44th 664 A.D.

The E‘:Blastamhha Dynasty

Nagion Jivaraja AeDe T80O=TO0 Not mentioned 780=790 AsDe
Hayunthal Her } jaravarman AeDs 815-835 " 835 AeDe
Kuravabahi " " " B15=-835 AeDs
DIghaligad Vanamila : A.Do 835865 " 835-854 AeD.
Tezpur " " 19¢h - 864 A.D,
Parbatlya " n Not mentioned Botween 835-865 A.D.
Uttarbarbil Balavarman III A.D. 885-910 S5th 889 A.D.
Nowgong, " " 8th B92 A.D.
Ulubarf - " " 13th 897 A.D.

Contde -



Tabie -

BRENOREYL

Hame of the Grant

Name of the kIng
wWho jssued fue Grant  the King

Ading period of

Regual yeu, ¢,
dsgudaly Bio plaal AR URGiue e aa%E

Tie Pale Dynasty

Coratbarl

o ——

' e L AP VTR BT ———

Ratnapdla AeDe 1G10=1040 12t 1021 rewe
Bargaon # “ 2oth 1034 Aelle
Suwalkuchi " " 26th 1035 AeDs
Gauliati Indrapala A.De 1040-1060 8th 1047 A.D.
Guakuchi ’ " 2lst 1060 A.Ds
Gachtal Gopala A.De 1065-1080 Not mentioned Between 1065~1080 A.l
Khanamukh Dharmapalsa A,Ds 1095-1120 lst 1085 A.D.
Subhankarapataka " " ard 1097 AeD.
Pugpabhad rg " " Not mentioned Between 1095-1120 A.I
After the Pdla Dynasty
Kamanli '  valdyaleva A.D, 1138-1145 Not ¢lear 1142 A,D.
Assam Vallabhadeva AuDe 1175-1195 Saka Era 1107 1185 AJDe




79

Geopraphical Provenance of the Inscriptions

e tusk of locating the place names, mentioned in
e Ligseriptions is a difficult one. However, three sources
o1 information can be applied for locating the geographic
area associated with the inscriptions of the area under
study. The reported find spot of the grant 18 the most
helpful source., The find spots of the inscriptions are
mentioned in many reports. They are identified in terms of
well-known geographtc division, The gecond source is the
aame as seean on the inscription of the divisiony, district
wyi subwdistrict within which the donated land lies., Whehe
aver the area included in these admini strative divisions is
frvawi, It I8 very helpful in locating the land., Finally,
suedy the donntion 1is of village or villages and when the
inscription refers to a village describing the boundary of
the rFranted lond, then it is possible to locate these
el ent viligges through a careful searching on the politia

cal map or the land.

All these sources have been utilised in locating the
ceographiical area associated with the inscriptions of the
area under study. Still, there are some inscriptions whose

geographical location could not be made,

In comection with locating the g eographical area
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™

PROVENANCE OF THE GRANTS ISSUED BY THE VARMAN KINGS

1, Nagdjarl - Xhanikarg3on Fragmentary Stone inscription,
2. Dubt Copper Plate Insoription of Bulskaravarman,
3. Nidhanpur Copper Plate Inscription of Bhaskaravarman.
4, Tipperah Copper Plate Inscription of Lokanitha,

* The sauare around the number indicates the find spot
while the circle around the namber indicates the
location of the fssuing centre of the inscription,
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associated with the inscriptions, it is seen that the kings
or pragjyotiga-Kimarupa donated lands to the Brahmanas in
tie putsklirts of the kingdom or in the territories gene-
~a)ly inhabited by the tribal people, Most probably, the
motive behind this settlement of the BrAhmanas among the
= bal peoples was to enable the latter to get an opportu-
sity of coming closer of executing themselves with Sanskrit
~u trure, more important with the better technique of pro=-
Auctaoins as better known as wed-cultivation instead of

s Ibi, cultivation which was the prevaliling mode of agriw
raiture in those areas. These Br@hmana settlers had the
wwvwlalge of calavier, seeds, crops and cattle breading.33
Thus, the Brihmapas while on the one hand helped to increase
tlie productivity of the soil, at the same time played no
mean part in popularising the king of the country and

thiereby consolidating his kingdom.

Provenance of the Grants Issu o an -5

Among the Varman Inécriptions, first mention may be
made of the Nagdjarl - Khanikarglon Fragmentary Stone
Inscription, It has been reportedly collected from Nagd-
Jarl area, near the village Khanikargfion of the Sarupathar
area 01 tue Golaghat sub=bDivision of the 81bqagar Diste
Bt due to the corroded form of theiinscriptj.on
we do not get the_name of the village - where the grant

rict.
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#us mode. But as it is a stone inscription, its shifting
Irrom a place to another distant place is not easy. There-
fore, We may think that the land granted by this inscripe-

51on was very near the find spot.

The land granted in the Dubi Copper Plate of Biaska-
cavarman 18 not known as the last plate is not available,
‘Mi¢ inscriptions have been discovered at the village Dubi
in the Kamrip district, about three miles from the Pathsala
&ﬁilw;y Station on the N, F. Bailway.as

The Nidhanpur Copper Plate of Ehdskaravarman have
neel recovered from almost on the eastern fringe of the
3ylhet district of Bangladesh in the village of Nidhanpur
(near Supatala village) of Paficakhanda pargana, within
Beani bazar thana.% The land donatel by this grant was in
the Mayiragiilmila - ggrahira, belonging to the Candrapuri
Yisaya, bounded by the river Sugka - Kausikd in the eastern,
southe-eastern sides and a stream Gaiginikd to the west of
it.'?? P. N, Bhattacharya conjectures that the donated land
was situated by the side of the river Ka::'au:oati..:B Ke Lo
Barua holds the opinion that the donated land was situated

within the present district of Purnea in .'Bihar.ag M. M.

Sharma supports the view of Barua.w But f’J e Co Ghosh41
and D, C. Sircar 2 identifying Keudika with Kudigdra in the
Sylhet region, suggested that the donated land of the Nidhan.
pur Grant of Ehdskaravarman was situated in the Syllw“l; di s-

trict of Bangladesh,
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The Tipperal Plate of Lokand@tha reportedly found in
wne old Tippera district in the Presidency of Bengal
\approximately the modern district of Comilla).®3 By this
¢raut, Lokanftha donated a plot of land in the forest region
1§§_av1-b1ﬁkpapgla)44 in the vigaya of Suvvuﬁga.% This

<80yt has been placed in the Cachar area, east of 8ylhet
nyo N ,K.Bhattasali.% The donated land has not been identi-

i e} ™

jesulny, centres of the yarman grants

bue to tlie corroded fom of the Nagldjarli-Khanikargdon
seription, we know nothing about the issuing centre of
tiie grant, The Dubi Copper Plate of Bhaskaravarman was
issued from his capital Pragjyotisapura, From the Uttar=
barbil47 and the Nowgong Copper P.‘w.t:enqIB Grants of Balavar-
man, it is known that Pragjyotiga was situated in the kingdom
ol Kamaripa which was the capital city of Naraka. The
.Sarg“éou&g and the Suwé.lkuchiso grants of Ratnapala, thre

Gauhatj.51 and Gu.vam.u:m.ﬁ2

Grants of Indrap&la, the Gachtal
. 53 - 54 4 - 55 .
Grant of Gopdla, the Khanamukh and Subhafkarapataka

Grants of Dharmapdla and the K'élikapuranass also described

Pragjyotiga as the capital city of Naraka. The capital of
Naraka seems to have been situated at the vi]ilage Naraksur-
gdon which is very hear to the modern city o;‘:." Gauhatie
Because Kalikapurf 3,

a 12 deseribes Pragjyotisa as a Giridurga
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) galadures (surrowxed by mountains and water)e. We find

rhat Harak3surgBon 18 also surrounded on three sides by the
57

=ne Narakisur Hill. ¥rom the DUbL Grant of Bh&skaravarman

we come to know that Sthitavarman built a c¢ity on the bank
ot the river Brahmaputra. P.C.Choudlmry suggests that the
said city might have been an extension of Prﬂ'gdyoti.?a.sg

vhis lead us to conclude that Naraka's Pragjyotisa wiich was
aviginally located at and around the Narakasur hill now

axtonded upto the bank of the river Brahmaputra, tlms making
crdg jyotiga identical with the modern city of Ganhati, which

is also surrounded by a semiclrcle of hills.sg

The Nidhanpur Grant of Bifiskaravarman was igsued from
narpasuvarna which was a second capital citsy of the king,
i omgding of the city have recently been discovered at Raj-
brodddlga, 8ix miles southwwest of Berhampur, headquarter of
tue surshidabad district.®© Now Karnasuvarma is a station

of tihie Eastern Railway at a distance of 192 Km., from Howrah,

The issuing centre of the Tipperah Grant o¢f Lokanatha
is not known,

The find spots and locations of the plates of the
Varman line are much nmore dispersed, From .their geographical
provenaince we come to know that 1, The Varman kings were abie:
to extend their hold almost on the whole of lower Assam '
Valleoy. At the time of Bhifiskaravarman it was extended upto
the present district of Mursihiidabad in West ?Bengal. 2, Thé
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selitical cantres under than were concentrated in the
iower Assam valley area. 3, The feudal kings had also
‘b anthority to donate land by issuing copper plates
which is evident by the Tipperalh Grant of Lokandtha.

The Provenance of the Plates i‘_i;;g dlagtambha Line

Among the nine grants of the éﬁlaatambha dynasty,
tire Tirst one is tlhie Fragmentary Copper Plate Inscription
ol Jivardja. It was found at Karaiyani Bamungaon, Palasani
aid er Itachalld Police Station in Nagaon district.61
Hothing is known about the land donated by this grant due

to thc corroded form of the inscription,

e Kuruviabahi Copper Plate of Harjjaravarman was
founa at the time of clearing the debries for the recons.
truction of the namghar of the Kuruvabahi gatira of Lanka,
a township in the Nagaon district of Assam.ez The donabed
land of the sald grant 1s located in a cartain field where
a sacrifice was performed in the vigaya called Dijjinnd.
Pe Co Choudhury takes Dijiinndi to be fdentical with modern
Dinajpur oi iorth sengal (and partially of Ba.ngladeSh)sa
But this identification does not appear to be m:e:n*::‘e:ct..64
Recently D. Chutia has identified the yisaya with the
south-eastern region of the present Nowgong digtl_‘iqt inelhe

ding areas of the modern Karbi-Anglong district, washed by the



PRUVEN ANCE Or THE GRANTS ISSUED BY THE KINGS OF THE SALASTAMBHA DYNASTY
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Nagd@on Fragmentary Copper Plate Inseription of Jivardja
HEyunthal Copper Plate Inscription of Harjjaravarman
Kuruvabdhi Copper Plate Inseription of Harjjaravarman
bIghaligs#d Copper Plate Inscription of Vanamila

Tezpur Copper Plate Inscription of vVanam¥la

Parbatiya Copper Plate Inscription of Vanamila

Uttarbarbil Copper Plate Inscription of Balavarman III
Nowgong Copper Plate Inseription of Balavarman IXI i
UlnbarI Copper Plate Inscription of Balavarman III
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ver DLjo (u) or the Dijan/Dijen (Yamm'i).ss He is8 of opi-
tdon that DL jjinnE is a Sanskritisel form of a local name amd
is derivel from Bodo origin.e'e' Most probably the land donated
by the Kuruvabahi Grant was very near to the find spot,

The HEyunthal Grant of Harjjaravaman was discovered
«t ifAyinthal, in the Nowgong district of Assam (now in the
Mikir 4ills district) .67 Among tiie thiree plates of the grant
only tiwe middle one is availables Due to the noneavailability
31 the plateg, the land granted by this charfer i3 not known,

The Dighallgad Copper Plate of Vanam3ladeva was found
at village DIighall under Kaliabar revemne cirele of Nagaon
district in ASsam o8 By this grant Vanam&le donated a land
1L Purjjika pradedas, situated on the southern bank of Eralmna-
putra.5? This pradeda appears to be identdcal with PurujT
visaye of Khanamukl Copper Plates and Puraji~vigaya of Pugpa-
phadr¥ Copper Plate of king Dharmap@la of the Bralmapala dynas-

ty.?O

Purjlika~yisaya may be located in the southern part of
the modern district of Nagaon, including parts of Karbl-Anglong
district of Agsam around the river Jamund in the historically

73 In the Mghaligéd Grant there ig

important Daboka reglion,
a river named Dimara which forms the eastern boundary of the
donated iand. Chutia identified this river with the

modern Dimaru, a tributary of the Jamuna in the present dis-
trict of Karbi-Anglong in Assam.”? He thinks that purjjika

was a large province in the socuthern division of the
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wingdaom of Kamarlpa which included both the vigayas of Dijjiw
and and halanga within that territory.73 Becanse both the

pliace and the rivulet named Dijamakka mentioned in connection
wirh the boundaries of the village Digdolo-v;ddhagrima of the
ruspabhadrd Grant are found mentioned in similar circumstane

cas in the Dighallghd Copper Plate Inacription.'m

The Tezpur Grant of Vanamila was found underneath the

eartiy near the town of Tezpur.75 The land donated by this

grant was on the western side of river Trisrot'é76

who se
south-castern boundary was candrapuri, This Candrapuri may
be. tiie Candrapurl vigaya of the Nidhanpur Grant, It Lis alre~
aly notet that the salid vigaya was on the western bank of the

rivar Faratoya,

LYue Parbatlyd srant or Vanamila have beell recovered at
zhe viligge of Parbatiyl, three miles away from the Tezpur
TLd 1ouarrany district, Assam.77 By this charter the land
#us ¢ oanbexl L the village called Haposagriéma belonging to

tiie Svalpamaigoka visaya of the l.l1:1.;z:tr--uku.:t.au.?B The word

Jttarakals means the northern part of the river Bralmaputra,
Tnis word is also used in other land grants of Kamariipa such
a3 Ratuupdlals Bargdon Grant, Indrapala's Gazhati Grant and

{ndrapdlats Guwikuchi gra.nt.79 In the Ganhati Grant of

80

indrap3la, we find Hapyoma as a name of a vigaya, Fu:rthar

in the Assam Plate of Vallabha, Hépyaccéd is a name of a
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mma;l.a.s_:li lﬁ.l!.Shama thi.nké that Haposa, Hapyoma and Hapyakd
might rouﬂhly mean the same place, all of which are said to
have been situated in the northern gide of the river Bralma
patra,s2 P.C.Choudhury suggests that the place can be located
in the Adistrict of Darrang of Assa.msa

the find spot of the Parbatfiyd Grant of Vanamila.

which is very uear tc

A% ‘the Uttarbarbil village of the Howraghat area of
the present Mikir Hills district a copper plate grant of Bala-
vamén III has been dﬁ.s':zmre:t'ead..84 The grant is nameld accor-
ding to the name of the village. The land donated by this
grant was sliced off from the Vappadeva Pataka, in the 7irea
s Pattana means a clty while vigaya means

b

sepattana vigaya.
& district. Then it is clear that Virasepattana vigaya “eri-
ved ft8 name from the city of Varase, which micht have heen
the head-quarter of the entire viqaya. € p.C.oheuAmaey thinks

il - £ W1 &

vVarasepattana to be identical with the VAda vistys of Vaidya-

devals Kamanli Grant.87 At the time of the Mauryns., Lty tevrm

pataka denoted a mub-division of a vigaya.>C mt the tewm
was Rati.so used in Assam. Here Pitaka means to be a part of
a village, or a kind of hamlet, having a name of its own,

but belonging to a larger villae:e.Bg Here the last meaning
may be most appropriate and the land donated by tne pras.amt
charter Seems to have been sliced off from the hamlet named
Vappadeva., Most probably the land grantel by tie {ittarnavh:i
plate lay near about the present village of d&I& v 3»rpeta

) Sub-divisi.on.go
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. Bialav'arman III's Nowgong Grant was found at the village
Stttargao by the side of the river kalang near the small town
of pnr gudam, six miles to the east of Nowgong,®l The land
donated by this grant was at Hensiva in Dijjinnd vigaya on

. the Daks -1;1ak'ﬁla,92 1.044 the southern side of the

river Br?ahmamtra.ga We have already identified Dijjinna

vi gaya wi:i.th the south=aastern region of the present Nowgong
distr:l.ctl including areas of modern KarbieAnglong distriect c;f
Assam, in connection with the location of the granted land
of Rurmavabahi Grant of Harjjaravarman. The identification
of the pélace called Hellsiva has not been made,

The UlubarI Copper Plate of Balavarman I11 was toui
in a paddy field of the No.l Ulubari village of the N&harpaE

94 The donated lLan

Manja of the Darrang district of Assam.
of 1.31118 grant was sliced off from the land known as Dikkure
in the ltanjai sz, in the northern side of the river
Brahmaptitra.gs The grant mentions the name of a river nomed
Dimdan ih:l.le describing the eastern% and n::;rt-.h-er:a,s_t-.ewr:9"Tr
boundary of the donated land, Most probably, ths icentifics
tion of Monjat vigsaya and Dimdan river has not been mrvie

Igsuing Centre of the Qopper Plates
of the éalasgam__blla Dynasty,

Almost all the grants ol the é:'.ilastmnhm: Far 1y wWere
issued from the administrative centre of Hadapesvara. But
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ro= vvune 0L the place has been read differently by different
seiosars such a8 Hﬁ:ﬁppes’vara, liat:appeé'vara, Hagappeévara,
S Y _peévara, Haqiappoévara, Harayes'ena etc.gB It has been
sugyestet that the city was definitely located at the site
vl the modern Tezpar town on the north bank of the river
ﬁr*al:un.-—.».mtra.gg buaring the relign of Vanamala it was of cone
s1darable dimensions extending probably from the Bamuni Hill
3o the eust to Dahparbatiya on the west with the modern town
vl ‘Pezouar in the centre, where evidently the kings palace
stood. % Therefore, we may say that Hadapedvara was loca~
vext o thie 8ite of Daliparvatia in the Darrang district of

ASSam,.

From the above discussion it appears that all the
known rrants of the Sfﬁlasta.mhha period were made by the
rulers 01 tue same dynasty, No trace can be found that
their feudal kings issued any grante As with the inscripe
tions ol previous dynasty, find spots and locations of the
frantea land lle near the centre from where the inscripti-
ons were issued. The issuing centre of the grants changed
from the lower Assam valley to tlie upper Assam valley with
Tezpur as thie centre of powers The geographical provenahce
of the pronts of the éz‘tlastambha dynasty indicates that the
331 astambha admpinistration was more firmly established in

the Darrang - Howgong area than anywhere else :i_.n Kamartupa.



ilw: Provenance of the Plates of the PAla Line

4ine platos of the PAla rulers have been discovered
Liti aowe Among them the first is the Coratbarl Copper Plate
patnapnla, The find spot of the plate is unknown, By
s g ANt Rathaplla aonated o land siiced off from the
Shwcudfsa ﬁlt_}?_“lf:.‘ ana  Bhattaya _P':i;‘gaka in the Havrnga malol

‘_
Whicii LS ot iclentified.me'

The exact place where thie Bargion Grant of Ratnapila
was dJdiscovered is not known, Bat it has been recovered from
a cultivator of Laharbirl village of the Barglion manja of
thhe Tezpur sub-division of the Darrang District, Assam. The
£rant has recorded the donatioir of a land sliced off from
tue wahidevupituka 1n the Trayodaéagrﬁ]na visaya in Uttarakula
103

l1.0sy the northern bank of the river Bralmaputra, PeCoe

shouditiry in a map shiows Trayodadagrima in North Lakhimpur

above Majuli .104

The Suwilluchi Plate of tatnapala was discovered in
_ 5
the villare Suwnlkuchi o the district Kamrup.lo The land

donuted by this yrant is i) the nalaiga vigaya which has

been located in the region near the modern Kalang river in

the Nowegong district of .‘fkssatm.lO6

The Gauhati Grant of Indrapdla was found in the village
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PROVENANCE OF THE GRANTS ISSUED BY THE PALA RULERS
Coratbirl Copper Plate Inscription of Ratnapala
Barg@on Copper Plate Inscription of Ratnapala
Suwalkuchi Copper Plate Inscription of Ratnapala
Gazhati Copper Plate Inscription of Indrapila
Guakuchi Copper Plate Inseription of Indrapala
Gaghtal Copper Plate Inscription of Gopala
Khan3mukh Copper Plate Inseription of Dhamapdla
éubhaﬁkarapﬁtaka Copper Plate Inseription Dharmmap3la
qupablxad r¥ Copper Plate InScription. of 'Dha:map.'a'la

]
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surpdnara of the Patidarrang Maujd of the Gauhati Sube
tivision of the Kamrup district.07? By this Indrap3la grane

tod a land at the KAsIpataka belonging to the Hapyomd vigaya

il the Uttarakila i.e. the northern bank of Bralmaputra.los

We also come to kiiow the name of a m ala known as Hipyac®&

Ass
sl a village Haposa in the;paﬁte of W.falla.blmv:lenmm9 and

110 respectivély, All the plaw

rarbatiyd plate of Vanamdla
ceos laposa, Hapyomd and Hipyacd might roughly mean the same
place as all the places belonged to the northern bank of

111

“rahmaputra. The Assam Plates of Vallabhadeva refers to

a village named Samsrohikofieikd which may be identical with
moaerh oluigsiri, at a distance of 10 k.m. to the north of
the Bralmaputra, Just opposite of Pandu.llz Therefore, we
may say that the land donated by the Ganhati Grant of Indra=-

pdla was very hear the find spot of the grant.

The Guwakuchi Grant of Indrapala was fouid at the
village Guwakuclhi, lying very near to the modarm Nelbari t':own
of thie Kamrup district of Assam.112 The land transferred by
this grant was in the Mandi vigaya in the north bamk of

Brahmaputra, 114

The grant refers to a place knewn as the

Pandaribhiimi while describing the boundary of the donated |
land,12® 1111 now there is a maujd in the Kamsip district,
called as the Panduri mauja.n? The Rangia junction of the -
North-FBast Frontier Railway falls within the Pandurt manjﬁ.%u'?’

Due to the similarity of the name and also because of the
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sregent Panduri belonging to the North bank of Brahmaputra,

it may be supposed that Mandi Vigaya was alsp somewhere near

~r o arouhd modern Ra.ngiya.llg It indicates that the land
rionated by the Guwikuchi Grant was near to the find spot.

The find spot of the Gachtal Grant of Gopalnvanﬁan
is Gachtal, a village near Dabaka oi the Nowgong <5l.1.st:r:ic:t'..l‘g0
By this grant the king donated a land sliced off from the
Khdrikondkofici~-bliimi in Barisrojambubi maya.ml There 18
a village named Baid in the modern Barpetd Subedivision of

the Kamriip district. There is an affinity of this name

with Badadsojambubi of tlhe Gachtal Grant, 122

Further, the
suffix konciy indicates that the land granted by this grang
was in Kamrap district as it happened only in this dist-

rict. 123

The Khandmukh Copper Plate of Dharmapila was reco-
vered from Khanamukh, a village in Barbaghia maunja of the
Nowgong Aistrict.l®® It granted land at DigalandI in the

Puruj¥ visaya. 125

We have already ldentified Purujl vigaya
in connection with the identification of Purjjika pradeda

of Dighaligdd Grant ol Vanamila,

The find spot of the Subhankara pataka Grant of |
Dhaprapala is not known., It is hnamed such because the land

donated by this grant belonged to a locality called éubhah-i



v srzpdtaka in the DLjjinnad visgaya. 126 The identifieation
of D1 jaLnd visaya has been made in relation to the granted

rand of Kuruviabahl Grant of Har;jjaravaman.lm

The Pugpabhadra Copper Plate of Dharmapals was
1y secuvered somewhere on the dry bed of the river Pugpabhae
<¢n oin Borth gaunhati. With tiids grant Dharmapala donated a
= sliced off from the land of Guhesvara-Digdola Vrddha~
crima in the Pjari vigayae 18 The identification of the.
visaya has already been made in relation to the Dighallgdd

grant ol Vannmalna,

Issuing Centres of the Grants of the Pila Ling

The Cordtbarl Grant of Ramapélalzg and the Gachtal
raint of uopilavarman 130 were issued from the administra-
tive ceaitre of ladapyaka, identical with Hsujapeévara, was
located at the site of modern Tezpur town., Whereasg the

Bargiionlal and Suwilkucihi Lira.n‘cla2 of Ratikapdla , the

l;:.a.uhm:il:33 and Guwidlchi Gra.ntl'% of Indrapdla were issued

from Durjjaya. It has been suggested by P.N,Bhinttacharya
that when tiie people electad Rralmapila, he transferred
his capital to Pri3gjyotigapura or its nvaj.ghl:;ou:t'hc:md:"35
from Hadape$vara and it was Rathapila who after fortifying
the city called it éri-mrjjayé.las P.C.Choudhury has

identified Durjjaya with Prigjyotisapura also but rejected
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tme viow of shifting of the caplital to Durjjayad from Haiae

137

nagvara, He is of opinion that, "the very name Durjjayd

indicntes a fortified city in Prigjyotisa which remained
rae capital ol the mulers, beginning with Pugyavaman, if

‘ 138
ot earlier, and ending with the PAla line or even later™.

The Lssuing centres of Khanamukh and $ubhahkaraps-
taka Grants of Dharmapila are not known. But his Pugpabhadra
grant was issued from the administrative centre of Kamarlipa-
nagara,lag which N.N.Vasu thinks to be in P.angpur.m
P.KeBhiattacharyya following P.N.Bhattacharyanlms identified

Kamaripanagara with the ¢ity of K'émt'épur.lﬂ KeLe. Barua

thinks it as tthe city of Kanrid of the Maslim chroniclers
at Northe=Ganhati near the teuple of Aévakrénta.l42 PeCe

Choudhury holds that *the city of Kammid' of the Muslim

writors can be identified with a place in North Ganhati, Just

143

opposite Prigjyotisapura or Gauhati, The eastern portion

of North Gauhati is still known as Rijduar (the mroyal gatae)
indieating that the king's palace was t,here.l% There is
another place called rangmahal (the pleasure palace) which
is incidentally the find spot of the Pugpabhadra Grant of
Dhamapdla,. 145
Under the fomser dynasty the political and cultural

cantres of Prigjyotisa~Kd@marliipa were concent:(::'ated in the
barrang=Nowgong area. But in the time of the P3lag these
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- soncentrated in the western side of that area i.e. in
ran hdmarap district, th-ough the previous area did not
;655 1ts importance which 1s evident from the find spots,
inzntion of the grantel land and administrative centres of

~Erants,

Provenance of the Grants issuel after the Pila dymasty

The Tamanld Grant of Valdyadeva was discoveral at
Liadl = o village near the confluence of thie rivers
- _ 146
damua ond ganga in Varanasi, By this, vVaidyadeva dona-

ne: two villages of Santibodd and Mandard in Bada vigaya,

in Kamarlpa pgpdala, in the Biwkti of Prigjyotisa. The
sranted villages were undoubtedly situated in modern Kamafﬁp

listrict because we have already seen that Baia vipaya was

located in modern Kamariip district of Assam, in connection
with our discussion of the location of the lands donated by
the Uttarbarbil Grant of Balavarman III and the Gachtal

- 14
grant of Gopdla. 7

The exact find spot of the Assam Plate of Vallabhadeva
is not known. W. Wincler, the then Assistant Executive

Gngineer of Tezpur, presented it to the Asiatic Society of
Bengal in 1%6.148 By this grant the king donated seven
villages - Cadi, Devunicofici, Sajjdpigd, Vangaka, SansSrahle

149

koiicikd, DosIpdtaka and SoficIpataka. The suffix-Konghi,
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i Gite hames of the villages (DevunIkoficI, SamérahIkohcikd)
inwdicatas that the donated villages were situated in modern

nima@ip district,. 180

r of Grants

Vaidyadeva issued his Kamauli Grant from his victo=-

rions royal headequarter situated at Hmsakonci..lsl 1t was

in modern Kamarlip district is indicated by the suffix-Kofici
#ith the name of the centre. The administrative centre
from where Vallabhadeva's Assam Plate was issued is not

KIOWI o

The find spot, location of the donated lands and
fgsuine centre of the grants issued after the pdla dynasty
contirm our infereice that the political and cultural cens
tres of Prigjyotisa-Kimarmipa gradually shifter from the

cxsSt to the west,
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NOTES & HE cE

i roHeiant, indian Palaeagraphy, Oxford, 1963, pp.78 and 86
ibid. p.10, Dani writes, “The forms in any particular
inseription are not ends in themselves. They are the
materials for proper study and analysis into one or other
tradition following one or other technique. The tradie
tion relates the script to one particular culture, ad
thus writing becomes a part of the culture, and the diffo.
reiice in techinique accounts for the creation of the new
forms. As a palaeographer I am in quest df the tradi.
tions and the techniques that can better explain the
development of the characters in India, and thus pave the
way to defining the particular cultures within wihich the
different writing styles operate. The development of
thelr writings is a part of the evolution of these
cultures.”
Cited by M. M, Sharma, JAA p. 303
L oc_ it
ibid. The basis of Dr, Shamma is a letter, dated 27th
July, 1972 to Kamaleswar Saikia, Lecturer, D.R.College
by the Chief Lpigraphist of the Government of Indila
where lie wrote that Ythe inscription is in Gupta charace
ter of about S00 A,D."

5 Pe Ne Hhattacharya, KSyDe.36 .
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e L- ﬂa.I'LlCl, m, p. G?‘

«ma Prasad Chanda, Ltihdse BAAALL, Cal, 1981, p.104-05.
; gc,cif,

R. D. Banerjee, History of Orissa, I, p. 1R8f.

Re C. Mazumdar, BAAg13 Desher Itih8s, Pr&chin Yuga, I,
Cal, 1988 p. 39. '

P. K. Bhattacharyya, Two Interesting Coins of ﬁab'a’hi:a,
JRAS, s PDP. 153=54.

R. C. Mazumdar, op, cit., ps 42.

Life of Yuan Chwang, pp. 169=74.

Ue De £ArUldy QuU, Cltes DPs 29.
Me Mo S.harma, m, Pe 29-

Tipperali Copper Plate Grant of Lokandth, Line 29,
ElL, XV, p. 308.

Loc, cit.

Qited by P. L. Paul, Barly History of Bengal, I, cal,, 1939,
p. 27 (foot-note). '
oc.  cit
Loc,cit
P. C. Choudhury, HCPA, p. 178.
D, C, Sircar, Kailan Copper Plate Grant of .?:rldharana Bﬁtﬁ,
IHge, XIII, p. 224,
Ibid., Sel Ins ions, II, Delhi, 1983, p. 29.
JARS, NI, 1989-90, pe 111-
Pe C. Choudhury, HCPA, p. 485.
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Lbid., p. 212.
e Me Sharma, LAAy Pe 85.

Fe Ce. Choudhury, HCPAs Pe 212-13 .
Ibid., De 486 .

Loc,gij.

oc, el
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Bl, II, p. 347-58.

Loc.cil .

Ibid., V, p. 151-88.

analanda guha, Medieval and Farly Colonial Assam, pe 41-

M. 4. Sharma, IAA, pe. 303,

ibid., ps 10,

Ibid., p. 3.

Nidhanpur Copper Plate Grant, lines 49, 133, LAA, pP.43, 49.
P. N. Bigttacharya, KSy pe 5.

Cited in LAA, p. 62-64.

Baruats chief arguments are as follows

I. Kaufikd must be fdentified with Kodl of Bihar,
because phonetically tlie word Kausikid is more &kin to
Kosi than to Kusiara.

II. The Kuéi‘éra, which runs practically from east
to west, could not have formed the north-ecastern and
south-eastern boundary of the donated land, It must have
been possible only on the part of a river like Kosi of

Bihar, rumning from north to south,
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11I. P. N. Biattacharya in Lis KSmarOpa Sisagvall
tries to eatablish that Sylhet was a seperate kingdom in
the beginning of the 7th century A.D. and that even Yuan
chwang made seperate mention of Sylhet (Shi-hii-cha-to-10).

Loc,.cit .

J. C. Ghosh, IHQ, VI, pe 642

D. C. Sircar, IHQ, VII, p. 743.

EL, XV, p. 301. ’

TM.ppera Grant of Lokandtha, line 22, EL, XV, p. 7.
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ight on the History of Assam, JHQ, XXI (1945), p. 28.
Uttarbarbil Grant of Balavarman III, V.5.
Nowgong Grant of Balavarman III, V.5 .
Bargdon Grant of Ratnap3la, V.5 -
suwfilkuehi Grant of Ratnapdla, V.5.
Gauhati Grant of Indrap3la, V.6 .
yuwlkuchi Grant of Indrap3la, V.6.
Gachtal Grant of Gopdla, V.8.
Khanfmukh Grant of Dharmapala, V.2 -
Subhahkarapataka Grant of Dharmapdla, V.2
alikdpurana, 38, 123f
Dubi Grant, V.37
P. C. Choudhury, HCPA, p. 156
M. M. Sharma, IAA, pe 221 _
According to D. C. Sircar, Lalitakantd as mentioned

in the Kaliks purfna (Ch. 38), not fdr from Gauhati, the
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diief city ol Assam, lying a few miles from the Kimikhyd
rowple and identified Wwith the ancient city of Prigjyo-
tigapura (Skudies in the Geography of Ancient and
edieval India, Delhi, 1971, pp. 162.63).

R. Co Mazumdar, History of Bengal, I, pe. 7.

JARS, XXXI, 1989-90, p. 106.

Ibld., XVI, 1981-82, pe 1-
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e M. Sharma, JAAs Pe 89.

JARS, XXIX, p. 37=-52.

Ibid., p. 42.

Ibid., dh \arma Commemoratjion ey 1987, p, 212
Both PurajI and Pujari of Dharmap@la*s Grants .

are referred to as yigaya, whereas Purjjika is refe-

rred to as PradeSa, The expressions pPradeSa, visava

etc, are ganerally used to indicate territorial _‘unj.ts,

sometimes big, and at other times small, Mo tearm

yigaya is geherally usel to mean a territory eqyiva-

lent to a modern district, within a pradegg, 1.04y

province., Thus pradgia, according to the same referen~

ces, is bigger territorial unit, while vigaya is a
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gnaliter sueh unit. Put there are other references
where pradeda is used to mean actually a vigaya, l.e.,

q districts, In the DIghallgdd Copper Plate the tem

pradegsa may be taken in tlie latter sense, 1,04y 8

territorial unit equivalent to a district (vigaya),
Log.Git.

Jaitd, XKLLy Po 50=51-

JAtS, Benudhar Shamma Commenoration Vol., 1987, p.213.

Loc .cit

Tezpur Grant of Vanamidla, V.32, I14A, p. 100.

It is impossible to identify Trisrotld of Tezpur Grant
with the Lhiiral River of TezZpur which was also called
Trisrotd in Kamarlipa., Because Trisrotad is mentioned
in such a maer in the Tezpur Grant that it appears
that the river was most celebrated one. Hence, the
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Karatoyd river which is described as the river Ganga
of Dvapara,

Me e Sharma, LAA, De 114.

ParbntiyA tirant of Vanamidla, line 48, IAA, p. 119.

fee Mo Shama, iy pe 120

wauliati uyrant of Indrapdla, line 35, JAA, p. 183.
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CHAPTER = 1V
T zation of ser ons
Ihe Appegrance of Yhe Inscriptions

There are many similarities and differences both
in the appearaices aind organizations of the inscriptions
of Pragjyotiga~-K3marfpa, issued by the kings of the land
with a simgle exception, i.,e., the Tipperalh Grant, issued
by Lokanatha., Since no chemical analysis of the inscrip-
tions have been made.l their differences in colour (as
noticel by us in the Assam State Museuwn, Gdmhati) indscate
tihat tirere 1s wide variation in the chemnical make-up of
tue plates. The 8izes and weights of the grants also
vary which has shown in table No, 2. The plate usel in
tire DIghallgdd Grant of Vanamala (12.,5" x 8") is the
biggest whereas tlie plate of Assam grant of Vallabhadeva
(8% x 54%) i3 the smallest in size. There is alspo diffe-
rences in the numbers of plates as has bean used in the
inseriptions of the land, Five plates have been used
in the Dubl Grant of BiAskaravarman and in the Assam
Grant of Vallahhadeva, seven in the Nidhanpur Grant of
Bidskaravarman, two in the Kuruvdbdhi Grant of Harjja-
ravaranan ad one in the Tipperah Grant of Lokandtha,

while other grants were consisted of three plates, The



Table 2
Description of the Inscriptions

" No, of Lines  §ize of the
plate Designation size Welght Obverse _Reverse Seal Seal

Plates of the Varman Dynasty

Nagajarl-Ehanikar- 5
gaon Fragmentary
Stone Inscription

Dubi CP of g platez gach 2;35}1'!:01&3 133 p%ate 13 3,4" x 3,1" Elephant seal with
Ehagkaravaman 3" x 4,6" nelndi on ate 13 14 1 .
{inelmaing Znd plabe 3 B a legend

4th plate 13 13
Sth plate 13 13

Nidhanpur CP of 7 plates 1st plate 15 Seal not clear
Bhaskaravarman (one lost) 2nd plate 14 15
each 6nx1ln 3rd plate 14 14

4th plate 16 15
5th plate 13 14

or
6th plate
7th plate 11
Tipperah CP of 1 plate 26 31 Gajalakswmi seal
Lokanatha 104" x 73" vith a legend,

Plates of the Salastambha Dynasty

Nawgaon CP of 304" x 3I® Elephant seal with
Jivarajs a8 legend,
JFrageentary’

iuravabal JF of C sinnes sach Lst plate 18 3, 7" x 2,6" Elephant seal with
iavjiarsvarman fER - LT e plate 18 & legend,

&ntd. LN 2



Table 2 (contd,)

No. of Lines  8ize of the
Plate Degignation size Welght Obverse _ Reverse Seal Seal
Hayunthal CP of  Among the three ond plate 14 14
Har)Jaravarman middle plate is
avallable
Gll b 4 llll
DIghaIigao CP of 3 plates,each 53 Kge 1s% plate 17 644" X 5,4" Elephant seal with
Vanamala 12.,6% x 8g» (including 2nd plate 17 17 a legend,
seal) ard plate 12
Pezpur CP of Not known not known Not known Not known Elephans seal with
Vanamiala a legend.
Parbatiya CP of 3 plates,each 258 tolas 1st plate 15 4.,7" x 4.3" Elephant seal with
Vanamala 0" x 6.2% (including 2nd plate 16 15 a legond,
soal) 3rd plate 13
Uttarbarbi)l CP of 3 plates, each 1st plate 14 6% x 3¢ Elephant seal with
Balavarman III 107" x 64 2nd plate 14 14 a legend.
3rd plate 12
Nowgong CP of 3 plates, each 1st plate 12 6m x 3n Blephant seal with
Balavarman III izn x 7" 2nd plate 12 12 a legend,
ard plate 13
Ulnb3drl CP of 3 plates,each 4200gs. 1st plate 14 3,7% x 4.5" Elephant seal with
Balavarman IIi 6.3" X 10,3" (inclnding 2nd plate 14 14 &8 legend,
seal) 3rd plate 13
Plates of the Pala Dynasty
org of - alates, et 1st plate 20 Elephant seal with
for¥thad o TN dosn ond plate 23 16 a legend.
Jrd ulate 14

Contde.. )



Table 2 (contd.)

; , No, of 1ines Size of the
Plat xnation Size Welght Obverse _Reverse ___ Seal Seal

"Bargaon CP of 3 plates,each . 1ls$ plate Blephant seal with
Ratnapala 104" x 64 2nd plate 20 20 a legend.
- 3rd plake 15

Sawallmchi CP of 3 plates&oacif ist plate 19 Elephant geal with
Ratnapdla 12" x 83 2nd plete 19 19 a legend, .

3rd plate 7
Gauhati C.P. of 3 plates,each 1st plate 14 Elephant seal with
Indrapala lo® x 6% 2nd plate 16 16 a legend,

3rd plate 9
Gaakuchi CP of 3 glates,each igt plate 14 Blephant seal with
Indrapala 10" x 6» 2nd plate 19 19

3rd plate 18
Gachtal Cp of 2 plates,each 1st plate 22 Lost Lost
Gopalavarman DeS" X 7,20 2nd plate 23 23

3rd plate lost
Khanamnkh CP of 3 plates,each 19¢ plate 16 5" x 3 Elephant geal with
Dhamapala gn x 6" 2nd plate 16 15 a legend,

3rd plate 12
£
Sabhahkarapagaka 3 plates,each 1st plate 17 Broken Elephant seal(not
CP of Dhangagga 'px 6}"’ 2nd plate 16 16 available) with a

3rd plate 14 legend,
rugpabnadra JP of d plates, each 1st plate 15 Elepbant seal with
Jhamapdla 2nd plate 16 15 a legend.

3d plate 10

Contd...
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Table 2 (contd,)

No., of Lines Size of the
Blate Desjgnation Size Yalght Qbverse  Reverse Seal Seal
- Copper plate issued after the Pdla Dynasty

Kamanll CP of 3 plates, each - 1lst plate 16 Four hundred Gm}eéa
Vaidyodeva R x 7N 2rdl plate 16 16

a3rd plagse 9
Assam CP of § plates, each lst plate 7 Not avallable Not available
Vallabhadeva 8" x 5g* 2nd plate 7 7

3rd plate 8 8

4th plate 8 9

S5th plate 9
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wabers of lines in the inscriptions vary markedly from
t4., used in the Nidhanpur Grant of Bha@skaravarman (though
anie- plate has been lost) to 35,' used in the Kuruvibahi

grant of Har}jaravarman,

They bear a sufficiently close resemblance to each
other as they are to be treated as a single class of doche
ments, All of them were fssued from the royal courts,

Phelr language is Sanskrit, written in Bralml scripts.

They are written in mixed prose and verse with the
exception of Assam Grant of Vallabhadeva which is written
totally in verse, Furthemmore, inscriptions issued by the

same king are almost same in appearances and organizations,

Gontont and Organizatjon of the Inscriptions

The inscriptions of Prigjyotisa-Kamartipa have foure
tean distinguishable parts, though many of them leave out
one or more parts which is shown in Table No.3. The
lengths and contents of these parts change from time to
time in such a way that they give a seperate charac‘ter %0
the Inscriptions of each dynasty, These fourteen parts of
the inscriptions can be grouped into three broad parts, viz,
the introductory part, the central part or property transe
fer part and the concluding part. The introductory part
or preamble of the inscription includes benediction,
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vwueation and description of the authority who issues the
“tant. The occassion upon which the grant was issued, the

ss:ipient, the description of the granted property constie
tute the central part. The concluding part includes
xddress to the various officials and responsible persons

to respect the grant of property, admonition, conveyance
and names of the producers of the inseription. In addition
to these thiree broad parts, there are three other eclements
w}lich occur in most of the inscriptions. These are the
date of issulng the grant, issuing centre and the authen
ticating seal,

No particulars opening formula or words can be found
in the inscriptions of Prigjyotiga-Kimarlipa, but the anji
sign frequentily followed by the word Svastl meanlng success
or luck,2 occurs in all the subsequent inscriptions., It
is seen in the DIghalIgdd, the Tezpur and the Parbatiya
Plates of Vanamala, Uttarbarbil, the Nowgong and the Ulubirl
Plates of Balavarman III, the Gauhati and the Guwakuchi ‘
Plates of Indrapdla, the Khanfmukh, the Subhapkarapitaka
and the Pugpabhadr3d Plates of Dharmapfla. The inscriptions
of Buaskaravarman bears neither the anji sign nor the word
Syasti. His Nidhanpur Plate starts simply with the word
OM and the Dubi Plate starts with a salutation to lord
Saflfekhora, The inscriptions of Ratnapdla start with the



Table 3 A; Organization of the Inscriptions of the Varman Dynasty

Plate Benedic~ Invooation Description Place of Occassion Recelpient Use Granted
Designation #lon of the 1ssue Propersy
Avghori ty
Nagdjari- _ For gai-
Khanikargaon ning feme
Fragmentary
Stone ins-
eription
Dubi CP of Moration Royal des- Prigjyo~ Wearing Buagtapri- Nod
Bhlskara §adl- cent for tigapura out of yahwKaragho- stated
ekhara, thirteen {known the pre- sasvamin
1/117 = generations, from the vioas and others.
111/117 seal) charter, 6/117
Nidhanpur Svasti AMoration Royal des- Karhasu- Wearing 208 Brah- For bal}, 1661 parts
CP of ———— 4o 8asldo. cent for varha out of minas cama and 16
Eh3skara khara thi rteen 2/140 the pre- 75/140 sabra, with exemp-
1/140 generations, vious tion of tax
43/140 charter.
Tipperah CP aoration Description HNot Request 210 Brah.  For erec- MNok clear,
of Lokanatha to Saikara of four stated of minas tion of a
generations sam 20/67 temple and
14,/67 Pradoga- maintenan-
sarman, ge of the
dalily wor=
ship of
the God.

e e " e e e e e e R v e T e o i gl e M R m  E mw B gk e S Y e R e e e gy g e B AR M AR S R ES e e el e PR A AR A AL

Y RDraRsions this part fills one of the 117 lines in the inseription.

LT Lkicates tiwl

Contd...
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Table 3 A (oontd,)

~ Mdress . Production

Nagalarie_
Khanikargaon
Fragmentary Stone
Inseription
Dubl CP of Royal sealj
Bhéskara legends
genealogy.
Nidhanpur CP Informed dis- Nerit of Qfficer Koyal seal; Written and
of Bhaskara trict officers giving and Sril Gopala legends noi conposed by
and the courts evil of clear, Vasavarnna,
of justice in conficating engraved by
the district of 3/140 Kaliyza,
Candrapuri
1/140
Tipperah CP Merit of W@; Gajaluis‘li Composed by yearidd
of Lokanitha giving and Prasanta- Sealy l¥gends Bhagavan
evil of eva. CumAramat Vyasa
confi sea- _'_Lm_;_ Bl <)
ﬂm DESLE
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Table 3 B; Orgacization of the Inseriptions of the Silastambha Dynasty

Plate Benedlc. Invocation Deseription Plaece of Occassion Reclpient Us Gran
Designation tion of the . Issne P e oy
- anthority
Nagéaon .CP Not clear A Bréh-
of Jiva- mana
raja{Frag~
mentary
Kuravabahi Svasti  Aoration Royal des- Not Day of A Brahmana Not Land produeing
CP of of Rudra cent for stated eclipse 6734  ste- 4000 pufuke
Harjjara (Siva) four gene~ ted 2000 unids-
/A rations, of paddy with
5/34 all at#ribuses
and many exampe
tions,
Hayunthal Royal des~ Herdapes-
CP of cent for vara
Harjjara ten gene= 1/28
rations,
20/28
Dighallgad Svaski Adoration Royal des- Hadapes- a Not No% clear,
CP of of Lauhite cent for vara %ﬂua ssated
Vanamala ya Sindhn five gene- 17/63 and his
and Lord rations. five
pinaki B/63 brothers,
{Siva), 3/63
A/63

e M e e e e A AR EE R e e AR mE e A A e Y e M M W WS e T R B R A e e WS M TS A N T A AN AR W R A W g kg W R ml W W e e AR S W A
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Table 3 B (eontd,)

Plate Benedice Invocation Description Place of Occupation Recipient Use Granted Property
Destignation tion of the Issue . .
Anthors ty
Tezpur CP  Svasti Adoration Royal des- Hadapes= For reli~ Bralmana Fot A village
of —— " of the cent for vara gious Indoka = stated :
Vanaméla Laghitya., five gene- 17/24 merit of 33
2/33 rations. the pare- verses
verses 33 nts of
verses the king.
parbatliya Svastl Adoration Royal des- Hadapes- For increa- Bralmana Not% A villege
CP of of the cent for vara se of the Cudamani stated with many
Vanamala Lanhitya Tfive gehe= 14/59 merit and 6/59 exemptions.
4/569 rations, fame of
22/59 the pare-
nts of the
king and
of himself.
Ussarbarbil Svasti Adoration Royal dese IHadapes- For increa- Bhatta Nos Land producing
CP of of the cent for vara se of the y eva 2000 units of
Balavarman Lanhitya six gene /54 merit of 7/5% paddy with all
I11 /54 rations, the parents | attributes and
19/8¢ of the king many exemp-
and of his tions,

own welfare,
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Table 3 By Organization of the Inseriptions of the §a1astambha Dynasty

Plate Benedic- Invocation Deseription Place of Occagsion Recipient Use Grahte@?roperty

Designation tion of the Issue
Nowgong CP Svasti adoration Royal des- Hadappes- For gaine ?&hmagg, Not Land yielddi
of Balavarman to the eent for vara ing wel~ rutidhara stated 4000 units o
I1I Lanhitya six gene- 1/49 fare of 9/49 paddy with all
3/49 rations, the king attributes and
19/49 and his many exemptions.
parents,
UlnbarI CP  Svasti Adoration Royal des- Hadappes. For gain. HBr3hmana  Not  Land yielding
of Balavarman to the cent for vara ing wele Vismmdeva stated 2000 units of
I1I Lanhitya 8lx gene~ 1/56 fare of 9/55 paddy with all
3/585 rations. the king attributes and
18/56 and his many exemptions,

e "V o vt bl o A A G S A S G A S R S A AR DL A A A A S S S R e S S e Dk b Py S LA S S A S
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Table 3 B (contd,)

Plate Mdress & Production _
Designation Injunetion Mmonition Conveyance Anthentication of Plate s . Dage -
Naglon CP of Royal sealj a T
Jivarkja legend; 4
(Fragmentary) rajadhiraja
ri Jlvardjasya
Knruvabdhi CP Addressed state Not stated Not stated Royal seal; Not stated Fot stated
ol Harjjara officlals beginn- a legends;
ing with Vigaya- r B
a -
karana, Vyavaha- = 4jara
rika, RA
etc.
Hayunthal CP Informed Nah&. By prince
of Har}jara n Maha~ Vanamila
ar a
gaha-grag a;'a
ate, 28
Dighallgho CP Not stated Not stated Not stated Royal seal; a Not stated Not stated
of Vanamala legend:,
Svasti Sriman
Pragjyotl sddhi-~
ga% panva
% 'araf]affdgrﬁaa
Vanamal a-
varmadeva.
Tezpur Jr ot stated wnot stated ot stated
of Vanamais.o

Con‘l',d. oe
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Table 3 B {contd,)

XMdress &

Production

Plate Designation Injunction Mmonition Conveyance _ Muthentication of plate Date
ParbatIiya CP of Not stated Herit of Not stated Royal seal; Not stated Not stated
Vanam&la giving and legends ,
oonT1Se o vl sty
eonfiscat- Pragjyotis -
ing 2/69 anva
aj8dhix
Sri- ameLt o
Varmad eva.
Uttarbarbil CP of Informed Bra3lma- Not stated. Not stated Hoyal seal; Not stated Year 5th.
Balavarman III nas, Visayaka- legends Svas;
Yans, Vyavaharika Sriman Pragiyoti-
Raja, NEIEs etc) m‘
A v Syl
evall,
Nowgong CP of Mdressed citi- Not stated Not stated Hoyal seal; Not stated Year 8th
Balavarman II1 Zens beginuing legends,
with the Brihma- Byasti Sriman
nas, the scribes, Pragjyotisa~
tie administra~ didpanva
tors ete, ¥aharajadhirdja
4/49 Sri=-3alavarma-
devall,
¢ w0y T oaf td eoas e 2itia do* staked ot stated Royal seals Not stated Year 13th
nolgvamean 131 zons Cezipning logends
with the H"'Lb.ﬂw- 3yasti Sriman
DR, T8 ““C"‘”D W*v'iyot{ 35,.

Phe atministrs.
s el
4,5




Table 3 C; Organizations of the Insariptions of the Pala Dynasty

Plate Benedic= Invocation Description Place of Oecassi.on Recipient Use Granted Proparty
Designation tion of the Issue ; o :
Authority
Coratbari Svasti ralse of Royal des-~ Hadapya- For the ahm -Not  Land gapable of
CP ot - Eabkara cent for ka fame of %daﬁila stated yieldigg 4000
Ratnapala and the two genes /72 the pare- 8/72 units of paddy
Lanhitya, rations, nts of the with all attri-
5/72 17/72 king and butes and many
for his exemptions.
own wel-
fare.
Bargdon CP  Svasti Ppraise of Royal des- urjjaya For the ahm Not Land ecapable of
of Ratnapala Sankara cent for 13/72 fame of %m%ﬁa stated ys.elding 2000
and the tWo gelow the pare- 7/72 units of paddy
Lanhitya  rations, nts of the with all attri.
5/72 17/72 king and hutes and many
for his exemptions.
own wele
fare,
as Praise of Royal des- osurjjaya ior the Brahmana Not Land capable of
Suwdlcnchi  Svasll 4 ikara  cent for two 13/34 merit of Eanadovas Stated yielding 3000
Ratnap@la aid the geherations king and 5/64 units of paddy
Lauhitya 17/64 of his with all atirl-
5/64 parents butes and many
and for exemptions.
gaining
fame,
sanhati CP Syasti Obeisance ioyal des- Darjjaya Not almana Not Land capable of
-1 Indrapala to Samblu cent for stated De a stated yielding 4000
ani Jourl four genow 5/63 units of paddy
G B2 rations, with all atiri-
14/63 butes and many

exemptions,

R L L e e T R P P e s T

contd. *a
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Table 3 C; (contd,) ]
Place of Occassion Neciplent Use

L4/ 56

- Plate Bernedice , Deseription =
Designation tion Invoecation of th 0= B
Guakuchi CP Svasti Obeisance itoyal des- Darjjaya ot Brahmana Not = Land eapable.of
of Indrapala to Padu~ cent for 1/75 stated ————=  stated yielding 2000

pati four gene= anits of paddy
3/75 rations. with all attrie
14/75 bates and many
exemptions.
Gachtal CP Svasti  Adoration Royal des- Hadapyaka Not known Not known Land capable of
of Gopala- of Vismi cent for 2/68 due to due to yielding 8000
vaman 4/68 five gene- the loss the loss units of paddy
rations. of the of the with all attrie
38/68 3rd plate 3rd plate butes and many
axemptions,
Khanamukh Svasti Obelsance Royal des~ Not Not Brahmana Not Land yielding
CP of to Ardha. cent for stated stated Mahabam Stated 6000 + 2000
Dharmap&la yuvatid- Bseven gene- 9/ = 8000 units of
vara rations, paddy with all
2/58 20/58 attributes and
many exemptions.
Subhahkara- Svasti Obeisance Royal des- Not Not Brahmana Not Land yielding
pataka CP to Ardha- cent for stated stated Himanga stated 6000 + 2000
of Dharma~ yuvatis- 8ix gene- and = 8000 units of
péla vara rations. 7l locana paddy with many
2/63 20/63 12/63 axemptions,
sugpabhadrd  Svasti  Lbelsance soyal des-  Kimaripa- Not Bralmana Not Land yielding
W oot wome— 4o Yigae, cent for nagara stated Yadim- ~ Stated 10000 units of
AN T - .4.{156 four £ elle sidans paddy with pany
rations. 20/56 exemptions.

Tt ran


file:///oyal
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Table 3 C (eontd.)

plate Address & ~ =
nation o on nyeyan entication s = Dake
Cordtbarl CP Informed Bréh. Not stated Not stated  Royal sealj legend = Not stated Yoar 12th,
of Ratnapala manas, Vigava- Svastl Pragjyotisa- on the
karaga, Vyavah- dhipati Maharaja- day of
Sjks, RS, TR S |
REJAES, Sto. Ratnap3)avarmadevah saikrantl
2/72
Bargaon CP  Infomed Brabhma- Not stated  Not stated  Royal sealy legends Not stated Year 25th,
of Ratnapdla npas, Visayskara- Svasti, Pragjyoe on the
W, +1 sadhipati. day ofaL
» 8 @ Mahniraiadni rija M%ﬂ'
ete. 2/72 37 Ratnapalavama gamkrantl.
devah,
Suwalkuchl Informed Bralwma. Not stated Not stated Royal seal; legends Not stated Year 26th,
CP of _ nas, Vigayakae Svastl, Prigjyotisa-
Ratnapala rana, Vyavahs- difpatyanvayo Maha-
Tika, RAJAS, T iiraja
a y etc, Ratnapalavama~
2 devah,
Ganbati CP Informed Bralmanas, Not stated Not stated Royal sealj legends Not stated Year 8th,
of Indrapila Svastl Pragjyotisa-

%_mar y
Vyavahayika,
-‘.ia=!53, Régfﬂ.s,
3 JCQ' 2

dhipati Maharaja-
dhiraje Srimad
Indrapalavarma-
devali,

i mr et b e W me A a ml A e T W P g ks U T NN A W RE T e e mm S A e A W A e b SR R S AN A A Ty = e e
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Table 3 C (c¢contd.)

Plate Maress & Prodnct:lon G N
It Z \ Tmtﬂ .
Guakuchi CP  Informed Brilma- Not stated Not stated Royal saal; Most probah- Year 21st

of Indrapala nas, Vigayakarana, 1egend, ly Ani,
Vyavahirika, ot ~ Dhant, Sani
= 147
Baﬂaﬁs RaJﬁIB, 111'5 ﬂﬂﬂﬂ
etce I rag avar-
nadevall,
Gachtal CP Infonned Not known Not stated Seal lost, Composed by Not stated.
of Gopala~ J_:,_:@gn due to the Balabhadra
varman ;_j,%gi : é 3 loas of the
s etc. 3rd plate,
68
Khandmukh ¢p Informmed Not stated Not stated Composed by Year 1lst
of Dharmapala xarana, ;he poetu_
rika, Yya gg- ragthana-
rika, Rajas, kalasa,
R&EjnLs, etc.
3/58
Iaphankara.  Not stated Not stated  Not stated Royal seal; Composed by  Year ard
pataka CP of legeonds Svasyl  the poet
Dhamapédla Mj%ﬂjﬁy. Prasthansa~-
18raja- kalasa
hirdja Sri-
Bhamgp_‘g_ lavar-
A SpRDLIE T Not stated  Royal seals Composed by Not stated
Jpoay leg ands as the king
Pt ammopdia 3 mgelf and
a ad I Aniru-
amapala- ddha ?
vamadevasya.

Vini tao




Table 3 D; Organization of the Inseriptions issued after the Pdla Dynasty

[

Plate

Benedic-~ Invocation Description

Place of Occassion Recipient Use

Granted Property

Designation tion of the Issue
Anthori ty
- ~ ! L4

Kamauli CP Svasti Adoration HRoyal des- Hamsagon- For gain- Srl Sridha- Not Two villages
of Valdya- ¢ to Vvasu- cent for ci ing ra-garman statel with many
deva deva two gene- 1/73 heaven 11/73 exenptions.

1/73 rations,

Z7-73
Assam CP Adoration HRoyal des- lNot For the Not Seven villages
of Valla~ to VAsu~- cent for stated mainte- stated with many
bhad eva deva four gene~ nance of attributes.
1/63 rations. an alms
28/63 house,

-u--————-.---—-—-----_--—--—--—-—--.—-—-n-—--.—---—----—--------------—-pu-—------ﬁn-—-n——----—--—-----—--—-
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Table 3 D (Contd,)

Plate Desig- AMdress & Athentic”  Production
nation _Injunction _ _ Admonition Conveyance. gation . of Plate Date
Kamanli CP of Informed culti- Merit of Not stated Four-handed Composed Oon the day of an
Vatdyadeva vators, eitizens, giving and Gapesa seal by Manora- ekadasi. . '
Catta, Hhatta, evil of 18, engra- coincicing with
Visayillaka, etc. confiscating ‘ ved by 2 vasankrin
——-—zﬁ-—’ 3/73 Karpabhadra in the month o
3 Vaisakha, in the
yoar 4th,
Assam CP of Mdressed his Merit of Not stated Seal lost Not stated In the Sakq year
Yallabhadeva  successors and glving and counted with the
future kings evil of mountains, the
2/63 confiscating sky, and the

14/63 Rudras.
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wini gvasti. In the Kamauli Plate of Vaidyadeva and in the
sssam Plate of Vallabhadeva the anji sign occurs first
wiifch 18 followed by the word Om. In these inscriptions ‘
tiie word Syasti can be found after a salutation to Lord

vasudeva.

In the inscriptions of the §alastambha dynasty
axcept the DIghaligd3d Plate of Balavarman, the anji sign
18 such = § whereas in tiie Pdla plates it is as - ¢
The 8ign changes after the Pala dynasty. In the Assam
Plate of Vallabhadeva the sign appears like - . The
anli sign in the DIghaligds Plate of Balavarman III is
like that of the D &la dynasty.

It has been suggested by D. Ce Sircar that the anji
sign is the word siddham which means as sjiddhir = astn,
‘let there be success'.2 Dr, Hoernle read the sign as
om,% which is not correct., Because the sign along with
the word Om oceur simultaneously in the Kamanli Plate
of Vaidyadeva and in the Assam Plate of Vallabhadeva.

Here the opinion of P, N. Bhattacharya seesns to be the most
correct one. He is of opinion that the sign does not mean
any particular letter or syllable (like Om) it is the
sign of the Kupdalini, the serpent-shaped divinity that
pervades every letter and regulates its pronunciation,

“No letter can be expressed through her®, The sign,
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>, N, Bhattacharya further says “is in fact the créative
siergy bringing out every letter, In whatever form it is
seell atv the beginning of any inscription, the right way
15 to reproduce that form and it will not be correct to
put Om to represent the same, Qm 1s the representative
of the Vedic Brahma, whereas tlie gniji is the symbol of
the Tentric divinity 5g;;tj,lg,,1.,;!,,5‘1_'‘....."5

After banediction in an inseription of Pragiyoti-
ga-K&maripa we find the occurance of invoeation either to
Siva or to Vismu or to the river Lauhitya. Sometime ado-
retion to éiva and the Laihitya occur simultaneously in
some of the inscriptions of pragjyotisa-Kd3manipa. In the
Vaman Plates the invocatory part takes ons line. Rut in
the plates of the Salastambha dynasty and in the Pala Plates
lts length increases gradually. It takes five lines in
the inscriptions of Ratnapdla which is full of literary
allusions, We may quote the following paragraph as

i1llastration .

"Let (lord) Saikara (the great dancer), who 18, as
it were, the spectator of the wealth of his own dancing
art, as reflected in the (glossy) nalils of his own, and
at the same time is engaged in exhibiting the ceaseless
motion of his anspicious téndava dance like some one sea-
ted on a horse of superior bread, and who, thus; like the
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suprame Self AsSsumes plurality while rermaining essentially
sne, shines in the world with the help of his irresistible
will (Prokdmya), be the source of welfare for all. (V.1l)

"Let the world be protected, after the destruction
5f all the sins, by the sea in the form of the river Lan-
hitya (ie.e., the river Brahmaputra), regarding the current
of the waters of which people may be pleased to conjecturs
as follows - WIs it the moonlight itself that flows here
after assuming a physical form ? or "I8 it a flow of
melted crystals 7 or “Is it the auspicious power of lord
dafikara intently engaged in destroying the whole host of
sins ?"6 (V.2)

The last part of the preamble of the inscription is
the description of the anthority who issues the grant, It
contains an elaborate genealogical description in connec-
tion with the introduction of the donor which has beean shown
in table No.3, 1t takes a minimum of 14 lines to a maximam
of 111 lines of the inscriptions excluding (in most cases)
the description of many imaginary and mythical ancestors,
In this portion of the inscriptions important historical
information are generally scattered here and there. Rt
in most cases, they are full of vague praises for the king
and his ancestors, This will be clear from a quotation of

the bubi C,p, of Bhiskaravarman,
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"This Gapendravarma who was similar to Gapendra
i,e¢, GaneSa) and endowed with an excess of prowess had a
son who was born for the purpose of Yormenting the enemies
and was, as it were, a lump of alkall to the wound of the
wings (L.e., Was capable of adding further injuries' to
the already injured kings). (V.21)

"This son was similar in his qualities to his father
{(of all the persons) in the world. The father who was as
powerful as Janaka after having duly enjoyed the earth,
gathered an assembly of people, placed the kingdom in the
hands of his accomplished son and retired to the heaven.(V.22)

“"He, the son of Yajiladevi, Mahendravarma by name,
wiw was the vanquisher of the enamny and similar to the king
of gods in valour and similar to the moon in lustures,
anjoyed the kingdom and protected his subjects like his own
progeny daly. (V.23)

laving conquered the earth with the ocean as the
girdle and subding the enamy through power, the king perfor.
med a number of sacrifices like the great Indra and also get
a Sacl - like consort in Suvratd. (V.24)

"In the mirror of the king's look (for beauty) she
stood as the epitome of the foremost limit of beauty, (or
so far as the mirror of intelligence of the king 1s
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soncerned, she shone therein as an epitome of the foremost
4mit of good conduct of the king) and on her own part she
was S0 devoted to the king that she shwne like & constant
lusture in a moon in the fom of that king., (V.25)

®In her, who was like Aditi, N&rdyana, the holder
of the Cakra, was born with a human form and became a king
with the same name (Niardyapa) with a view to dispelling
the demerits of the subjects. (V.26)

"Queoon Devamatl attained the status of a wife of
this very 83 Nardyanavarmmi like Padmd 4ssuming the same
status in respect of (God) Narayana, (V.27)

“Then he (Nardyanavarmd), wlhio was a seat of good
qualities, like the Lord of the BuMitas (Lee., éiva) causing
the birth of Karttikeya in the daughter of the king of
mountains (L.e., ParvatI) for the prosperity of the subjects
caused in §11 DevamatI the birth of §:iI Mah3bhil tavarma, who
was a repository of supernal abilities (Yibuitl), an ano~ |
ther great elament (mahdblitta), as it were, and finally, he,
the destroyer of the vanity of enemies, also installed this
Mahabliita famous for his armour in the form of physiocal
strength, as the king. (V.28-29)

"Having enjoyed most heartily plenty of objects of
enjoyment and giving gifts to the people upto thelr best
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Jasire, the king, who was though amiable yet terrible to
the anamies, went away leaving behind his corporeal frame

#ith the help of Yoga. (V.30)

"Than this illustrious king, who was like the king
of Gods, famous for his valour, extremely lovely and
tutelligent, after having roceived the (kihgship of the)
paternal kingdom, having defeated, with the help of his
prowess of the couple of his own arms, all the enemies
duly equipped with weapons, having caused the birth of a
son of moon - like face in queen VijRavatl, and having
performed a lwrse sacrifice, retired to the abode of
Indra, "7( V.31)

In the inseriptions of Priagjyotiga~Kamariipa when
the name of the king is described special weig;htace has
been paid to use artificially intemally rhyming and ora~
tely set metres and to use rare and long compounds of
words with more than one meaxunz.B In many cases etymo~
logy of the name has also been made, Ior example, | in the
ParbatIyd Plates of Vanam@la~-Varmadeva, it is stated that
he was named Vanamdla by the creator on the ground that
‘he was found fit to assume the lordsiip of the whole earth
extending upto the rows of forests lying on the Sea-shore’
Similarly, the Bargdon Plates of Ratnapila tell us that
Ratnap@la was known by that name because his subjects knew

i
that this king would proteet, with his own qualities, the
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s
wigitky respectable persons who resesble the jewels. Even
more interesting, from the stylistic point of view is the
suwBkuchi Plate of Indrapala, where eleven lines of prose

Aare devoted to thirty-two names of the patron king. ,9

In the inscriptions of Prﬁgjyotiga-xam;.trﬁpa the
donor is usually described as 'M' 1.049 'in good
health' according to the legal etiquette of those days,

It indicates that the donation was made when the donor was
in his full senses and was not under the inflnence of any
desease or intoxicant and that therefore the deed issued
in favour of the donee should have to be recognised as &

valid documant,

In the donative part of the inseription, the purpose
or occassion of a grant, which was generally for the merit
to the donor and his parents, is sSpecifically mentioned in
many caseS, The Dubi and the Nidhanpur Plates of Bhaskara-
varman were issued as the previous charters mede bﬁ 1.
Bhiitivarman had been worn out. Many of the inseriptions do
not refer either the occassion or the purpose of the donas
tion, though some of tham were made for acquiring religious
nerit as they were issued on occassions like gahkranti, an
eclipse of the sun or of the moon or a religious festival,
The Kuruvdbdhi Plate of Harjjaravarman was issued on the
day ol an eclipse. The €ordtbdrl and Bargion Plates of
Ratnapdla were issued on the days of Dhanub Safikréngi and
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of viguu sahkrintI respectively., The Kamauli Grant of
Vaidyaleva was issued for the purpose of gaining heaven
on the day of an ekddasi.

The recipient, in wiwse fawour the grant was made,
soinetines consistel of a single person and sometime of a
nuaber of parsons, Tie donees of the Nidhanpur Plate of
ghaskaravarman are 208 Brihmanag in number and that of the
TLpperall Grant of Lokanftha, there ore 210 Irihmana donees.
The donees of the insceriptions of Pragjyotisa-Kamaripa
Wwere generally RBrahmapnas whose names are often meintioned
along with those of thetlr fathers and sometimes also with
those of their grandfathers and great-grandfathers as well
as those of their goiras, pravaras and the Vedic $3klhids
to which they belongel, In some cases mention have bean

nade or the places from where thie donees! families came.

The donation genarally consists of a plot of land
or a field or a village or several plots, fields or
villages, The location of the donated land has always been
indicatel with the reference to the various administrative
units such as grama, vigaya, mapdala, bhukti, ete. The

area of a land is generally specified with the quantity of
paddy produced by the land. The boundaries of tlie donated
land are clearly defined. For marking the donated land |

hillocks, brooks, trees etc. were resorted. Sometimes by

erecting bamboo posts the boundaries were demarcated,



The privileges enjoyed by the doneces were not exactly
“he Same, 1IN this respeet the Nidhanpur Plate of Hhliskara.
vamman speaks simply that no tax is to be levied on the
donated land "as long as the sun, the moon and the earth
will endure".l9 fThe land granted by the ParbatlyZ Plate of
vanamfla was "free from visits of policemen anxxl the amymen
and also from (the obligation to pay) the taxes payable by
temporary tenants“ll The Uttarbarbil Plate of Balavaman
{1i speaks that “this plot of land consisting of homestead
land, paddy fields, ponds and mounds, standing as it 1s up
to the boundaries of its own (as defined below) is rendered
free from all troubles on account of fastening of elephants,
searching of thieves, inflicting of punishment, tenants!
taxes, duties due to different causes and grazing of the
animals such as elephants, horses, camels, cows, buffgloes,
goats and sheep as recorded in this charter."’i%?‘p.l%) The
land donated by the Nowgong Plate of Balavarman III was
"out of bounds of all the troublemakers like the rajifif
(queen), the r3japutra, the ranaka, the favourite of the
king, the old female guard of the harem, the collector of
the Hastibandha tax and the Napkdbandhg tax, the officer-
in-charge of the recovery of stolen property, the police-
men, the inflictor of punisliment and the collector of the
tenants' taxes and duties and the (royal) umbrella bear-
er."12 In this connection the Kamauli Grant of Vaidyadeva
says that the donated land is "free from hindrances and
entry of the constables and their leaders, complete with
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thiir waters and dry lands and according to the principle
of ghilgchidra, free from every type of tax, are ... along

wiitie four hundred (inhabltant workmen) eee nd3

In some cases a statement of the use to which the
grant would be put is seen in the early inscriptions.
3even shares of the Nidhanpur Plate of Bhidskaravarman were
allotatl "for the purpose of baljy (worship), gamy (oblatidn)
and satra (hospitality)"'? Land granted by the Tipperan
rlate or lokandthia was for the purpose of the maint&@nance
or the daily worship of the God Ananta-NArdyapa with bali,
gam and gsatra and for the dweeling of Brilimanas versed

in the four Vedus.ls

At the starting of the coixluding part of the ins-
criptions of Prigjyotiga-Kimaripa we find the occuraice of

an address to Government 0fficlals, leading persons and
publics to reSpect the terms of the grant, It indicates
that the protection of thie grant was largely depended upon
tliedr cooperation, In the Nidhanpar Plate, Bha@skaravarman
calls upon the present and the future district officers

and the courts of justice in the district of Candrapuri to
respect the t:rans’.auct:lcm.1"3 The royal order regarding the
Kuruvabahi Plate of Har]jaravaiman was addressel to the
state officials headed by Vigayakarana, Vyavahldrika, H3jd-
#A3Ml, Rapadhikrta and others like R3jnayaka, REjaputra,

K3 jaballabha etc.l7 Harjjara*s HAayunthal Grant was addre-
ssed to the "Mahd-Sainyapati (commander-in-Chief) $r1 Gapa,
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ws oalights the whole world and who was like an ormament
;f the circle of vassels, Mah3-Dvar&dhipati (Chief of
the gate-keepars) §r1 Jayadeva, Uah3-pratThara (Chief
usherer) Jandmdana, MahZ.aimdtya (Chief counsellor) be1

sovinda and Madhusidana, Brahmanddhikdra (Officer-ine

Charge of the welfare of Brihmanas) Bhatta &rT Kantha
18

t
.b'

>

In the Uttarbarbil Plate of Balavaman III, address
was made to the citizens, beginning with the Hrahmanas,
the scribes, the administrators and other officials
like rdjanaka, rdjaputra, rijavallabha, raji, rZjiTf,

- 19
rahaka in connection with the grant of piece of land.

All the nddresses of the plates of the Pialadynasty are
almost same like that of the Uttarbarbil Plate of Bala-
vaman III which take two lines of each inscriptions.

In the Kamanli Plate, Vaidyadeva calls upon the publics

beglnning with the €atta, the Bhata and the Vigay).llaka
20

to respect the grant,

Another important part of the concluding section of
the inscription i3 the statement of admonitionby the donor
to the future kings of the land whether of his own: or of
any other royal louse, to the contemporary rulers and
those wio might replace him or his decendants and to his
own officials, dependants and subjects. From dynasty to
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iynnsty Lt differs to in length and wording. In the
sidhanpur plate of Bhadskaravarman it is said that the giver
2f land rejolces in heaven for sixty tlhousand years and he
who confiscates lives in hell for the same per:l.od.21
rurther, one who confiscates the land given by h:l.mself or
by others, becomes worm of the filth and rots with the
manes,22 §imilar statement was made in the ParbatlyX Plate
of Vanam3la, Fxcept this we find no admonitory ‘statem'ent
or verse in any of the inscription of the SZlastambha
dynasty. It is totally absent in the inscriptions of the
Pala dynasty. We see 1t again in the inscriptions of
Vaid yadeva and Vallabhadeva, It takes three lines in the
Kamauli Plate of Vaidyadeva and fourteen lines in the Assam
Plate of Vallabhaleva which runs as follows s

"Whoever be the king in my family coming doin from
Shaskara in an unbroken line of succession to him, 3ri
Vallabha, with higlly auspicious words, passionately says =
Wplease protect my fame o (Ve23)

Pand if my own family bocomes extinet and some other
king occurs, what indeed will I not be to him, who does
not obliterate my fame. (V.24)

€If any person at any time commit any wrong in rese
pect of what is described here in detail and in respect of
the locality indicated with boundaries, and if the same
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. wrong), is ascertained by the Brilumanas conversant with
the Vedas, them the Primordial Hog would forthwith mete out

punishment to them, (V.25)

(Vﬂwever does something favourable, even for a
moment and even within his heart, for this alms house,
which is, as it were, both a march to the heaven and a
march against the enemies, would in this 1ife become the
abode of all prosperity and would have all the enemies
defeated, and then in the other life would enjoy the cove-
ted world of the gods, (V.26)

‘Those, wio are religiocus-minded by nature and pay
attention solely to religious deeds, are likely to do
something (for this alms house)e. In this life they would
enjoy wealth with children and grand-children and in the
1life hereafter would obtain the various delights of heaven
in large measures, (V.27)

¥One who confiscates thie land given by himself or
by others, becomes wom of the filth and rots with the
manes, (V.28)

€Land has beer donated by many kings beglnning with
Sagara. Whoever happens to be the master of the land, gets
the result (of the donation)". (Ve29)2°
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m official called upon to act as a conveyancer or
weeator for the gift can be seen in the Nidhanpur Plate of
Audskaravarman, in the Tipperali Plate of Lokandtha and in the
iiAyunthal Plate of Harjjaravarman, This official is gele-

rally called DOta or Didtaka (meaning thie messenger) in

North Lndian records and AJNaA or Ajflapti or AjiiSpti.in .the
srants of South India.?? Most probably &1 Gopﬁla% was the

officer who acted as Didta in the Nidhanpur Plate of Bhdskara.
varman. S3ndhivigrahika Praddntadeva acted as Dhta in the
T.pperal Plate of T.a:ﬂ:czu‘:ﬁi:lm.26 In the Hayunthal Plate of

Harjjaravarman priuce Vanamila performed the duty of Dlta. &7

In this comnection we may mention that Yuvarija (heir-apparent)

Tribhiivanapdla acted as the dlitaka in the Khalimpur Grant of

Dharmapﬁla.ma

The last component of the concluding "section is the
description of the persons who produced the grant. In this
colmnection in the inseriptions of Prigjyotiga-Kimarlipa only
the names of the composer and agraver can be found, Theldr
names have already been mentioned. in Table No.3. Here, one
remarkable thing is that in the inscriptions of the é‘e’xlas-
tambha dynasty no refereilces to the names of the composers

or the engravers of the grants are available.

At the end of the Guwiokuchi Plate of Indrapala we
find the occurance of thie names Sani, Dhani and mi 2
Most probably the first two names Sani meaning Sanirama
and vhani meaning Lhanir3ma were tlie hames of the two

scribes cum engravers and tiie name Ani meaning Aniruddha
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oy Anirdma was the name of the poet.zg Another notable
point of this part that king Dhammapala of the PAla dynasty
nimgself composed first elght verses of his Pugpabhadra
grant,

Two anotlhier important parts of the inseription of
Prigjyotisa~Kdmaripa are the date and issuing centre of
the Grant which we have discussed in detail in the previ-
ous chapter. These two parts occur either in the donative
or in the executive scotion of the grant, Generally the
description of the issuing centre takes one or two lines
of the inscription but there are many evidences that it
takes 13 - 17 lines of the inseriptions, e.g., the Digha~
1Igd&6, the Tezpur and the parbatIyZ Plates of Vanamila
and the Bargfon and the Suvdlkuchi Plates of Ratnap&la,

The eity of Harippedvara as depicted by the Tezpur Plates
of Vanamidla was as follows g

“There the people belonging to all castes and all
the stages of life (34ramy) are extremely happy. This is
the place of residence of innumerable fortunate and honest
scholars, where the broad royal roads remain crowded with
kings who come to pay homage to the monarch and go back
being seated on colourful elephants, horses and Sivikis
(Palkins) and where all the quarters always remain blocked
with innumberable military potentialities in the form of
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dephants, horses and soldiers(lines 1 to 4)e This pros.
-erous eity of Harippedvara is blessed with the presence

»i the Lord Lauhitya (line 21). (This river Lauhitya is

a8 follows) 3 In this river the waters have become frage
rant on account of coming in contact with the polleﬁm of
the flowers, which have been fallen down from various
trees, shoken by the hissing sound of a crowd of snakes,
frightened by the cackling sound of the excited pedcocks’
that have been reclining in their bomes in the tall trees
standing on the Udayavellicala (i.es,, the tallest mountain
of the eastern region) (lines 4 to 6). (This was the river)
where the waves are rendered fragrant by the clouds formed
by the amokes of black agayu trees burnt by the forest=
fire occuring in the parks of the city of Harlippebvara,
(lines 6 to 7). The regions on the bank of this river
remain plunged in the aroma of the secretions of the musk -
deer, who feed on the shoots of the scented leaves of the
trees growing on bowers of the chief mountain of the eas~
tern region (literally the region where the sun rises) amd
who move elther alone or in herds being attached with love
to the chief of a group or in smaller groups Spared by the
herds of leopards, wiich kill a number of deer and get
over-fed on their flesh (lines 8 to 10). The current of
this river is full with waters which have become purer on

account of constantly flowing over the 8lopes of the
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aountain Kamakita, at the top of which there is the
residance of the illnstrious god KZmedvars ard the godess
Mahfgaurl, wlose foot=stool is i1illumined by the series

of rays issuing from the crest=jewels of all the gods

and demons (lines 11 - 13). The waters in this river are
iragrant on account of being addled with the; mud of luxne
rious ladies who have taken a plunge, (lines 13 to 14).
The regions adjoining bothh the banks of this river are
embelished with rows of boats (which were as follcws)s
(line 20).

"The boats, llke harldta, display the bodies,
embelished with varieties of ornaments, They were jing=
iing bells like small girls. They geot thelr speed
accelerated by hard strokes like the women of Karnata
(whio get excited by harxl assults). Like prostituées
they hold chowries (g@maras). They bave red teeth (all
round their person) like the damsels of the harem of
(the ten headed) Ravana. They are extremely 8Speedy as
if they are consorts of (god) Pavana (1.6., YEW). They
charm one and all like the beautiful women of Dajuhi,
Like dancing girls, their trembling increase with ‘the
approach of dancers, Thoy always desire to remain in
higher position (fse.; a higher level of water) like the
gods who happen to have a downfall," (1ine 14 to 20)°
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There 18 a beantiful deseription of the city of
iarjjayd, in the Barglon plate of Ratnapdla which 1s the
detaileds
issuing centre of the said grante The description of

thie city muns as follows 3

wThe heat of the ¢ity of Durjjayd was allayed by
the shower of the drops of Llchor flowing from the templ.ol
of the rows of the gpirited elephants presented by the
hundreds of kings defeated by the power of (the king's)
ams entangled with tlie series of rays issuing from the
sharp swords, (line 28 -~ 30).

"The city was fit for the residence of great men,
although it was full of the forests of the trees in the
form of the arms of the strong warriors, ever eager to
plunder the cities of all the enemies, (line 30 « 31).
Here the orb of the sun used to be covered from view by
the tops of the thousands of whitewashed mansions, as
while as the smile of the intoxicatel beantiful dames.
(line 31 -~ 32), The city was the residence of hundred
of people devoted to enjoyment (blogin) like the (sandal)
trees, growing on the soil of the mount Malaya, which
are infested by bhundreds of snakes (bhoging). Like the
S8ky embellished with (the planets) Budha, Guru (i.e.,
Brahspati) and Kavya (i.e., s'ukra), this qoity was the
bplace of poetical figures (Kavyadlamkaras) created { or
discussed) by the learned men (budhas) and the preceptors
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\EuLug). Like the peak of the mount KailZfa, which was
the abode of Paramesvara (l.004 LOoxd éiva) this city was
2.s0 the abode of Paramesvara (i.e., the king of the
word Siva of the local temple) and llke the peak of the
mount Kaildfa, inhabited by the god Kuvera (1.e.,
Vitteda), this city was also inhabited by rich men (i.e.,

Vittedas)., (line 30 - 34)

"The outskirts of the city of Durjjaya were covered
by &« rampart which was like a stout cage for the play~bird
in the fom of the king of éakas, a fever for the king of
surjjaras, a Kitapikala disease for the untamable elephant

in the fomm of the king of Gauda, a bitumen (gildjatn)

for the mountain in the fom of the king of Kerala, a
veritable source of fear for the kings of B3hika and
Tayika, a pulmonary consumption for the kings of the
Deccang because of destroying the side of the enemies it
(Lseqy the rampart) was like a (white silken) cloth
covering the door panel in the form of the chest of the
king., (line 34 -~ 36)

"The city of Durjjaya was beautified by the sSea-
like Lazhitya, which was the remover of the fatigue cauw
sed by erotic dalliances of the beantiful damsels, seated
on the open tops of the palatial buildings with the help
or the particles of water, issuing out of the waves very
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i1gitly stirred by the beautiful breeze mingled with the
cackling of the host of intoxicated female swans, which
\ie€e, the Lauhitya) was like the silken banner carried
by the elephant in the fom of mount Kail¥da, and which
was like a bejeweled mirror of the damsels of the heaven,
working as an aid to their preparation for asmorous sport.
(lines 36 « 39)

"The city of urjjayi was the object of adoration

tor innummerable losts of kings, (line 39)

"In that city of Durjjaya, there used to be jJjadatd

(1.e., Liguidness only in the (pearl) necklaces but never

any Jadatd (i.e., dullness) in the sense organss there

used to be cafiacalat® (i.e., fickleness) only amongst the

monkeys but never any caflacalaté (l.e., fickleness) in

the minds (of the people); there used to be bhaflguratd

(leee,y fickleness) only in the play of brows but never
any bhafiguratd (i.e., undoing of breach of trust) in res.

pect of deeds undertakeng there used to be sopasargatid
(lees, prefixing of upasargas) only in respect of the
roots (if.e. dhdtus) but never any sopasargatd (i.e.,

iliness) in respect of the subjects; there used to be

¥amatsd (i.e., beauty) only in the damsels (and never
any Vimatd or crookedness in respect of others); there
used to be Skhalitam (i.e., faltering of steps) only in



~uge of the beautiful women elated through the intoxication
cangsed by wine (and never any skhalita or breach of conduct
sf the people in general); there used to be a sense of
apathy (nihprhatd) only toward the wrong doers (~'-!Il".'1 never
towards ordinary fellow beings), there used to be desire
for incessant madhupanag (il.e., sucking of honey), only in
case of swarms of bees (and niratyayamadl 3 '_ or
interest in incessant drinking of wine was never to be
seon in case of the ordinary citizens)j there used to be
excessive allegiance to the beloved only in case of the
cakravdka birds (and never in case of the citizens) and
there used to be taking of meat (pisitisitd) only in case
of the animals (and never in case of the citizens)®

(line 40 - 43)>t

Nevertheless, such a big description of the capital
city added considerably to the length of the donative soc=

tions of the charters.

From table No,3, we come to know that the inserip-
tion of Prigjyotisa-Kimarfipa is authenticated by a seal-
which is an essential part of the plate, The plates of
the most of the inscriptions are bound together by a copper
ring which passes through a lwole in the middle of the left
margin. The two ends of the copper ring are jJoined togo-
ther and a ladle-~shaped lump with a hollow interior
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yjdered on it. It is the royal seal which in most cases
vval in size, The hollow surface of the seal is divided
tito two halves by a horigontal ridge., The upper part
aontains the counter-sunk figure of a faeing 'front of an
alephant, being the royal insignia of the Kamarapa kings,
#hile the lower part contains the legend of the doﬁor.

At the starting of the legend of the seal, sometimes te'
find Anjf sign which is same to the Anji sign of the bane-
dictory part of the inscriptions, Generally, the legend
occurs in three lines. Bat the legend in the Dubi Plate
of Bhaskaravaman occurs in eleven lines containing the
gencalogy of the Varman dynasty. The seal of the Tipperah
Grant of Lokandtha is different from the royal seals of
Prag jyotigsa-Kamanipa which bears a figure of the godess
Lakgmm] or E‘:ri, standing on a lotus of pedestal.az'rwo
elephants on the two side of the deity sprinkling her with
water from two jars 1ifted by their trunks,33 Two atten-
dant figures, seated cross-legged at the two sides of the .

godess, are in the posture of pauring out something liquid
from two round pots.3® The diametre of the seal measures
about four inches.3® In the reverse there is a full=blown
lotus.3 Below the pedestal of the godess thare 18 the
legend.g?
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CHAPTER -~ V

The Donors and the Reciplients

In all the avoilable land transferring inseriptions of
priagiyotisa~Kinarlipa, the donors were the kings and the reci-
pients in most cases, the priests or learned Brihmanas to whom
tixe former granted taxe-free lands, Along with taxe.exemption,
the granted land was often raxviered free from the visits of
policemat and armymen and also from the obligation to pay the
buxes payable by temporary tenants. Moreover, from the ninth
century onwards many adnministrative functions and judicial
poviers were also conferred on the donees which continued ti1l

the twelfth contury.

One of the reasons for allowing such privileges to the
ZrAiviang donees was due to some injunctions of the law books
(Srnztis) and to a less extent that of the works on polity
\Itr). vadigtha while recomnending that the king may take
ono=sixth of the wealthh from his subjects, makes an exemption
in favour of the _Ii_t_r.;élma.lgasf Like Vaéistha, Apastambha includes
the learned Brihmanas in a list of persons exempted from taxa-
tion.z In this connection Manu says that even at “he time ﬁf.;
economic hardship of the king, he must not collect taxes (&I;rﬁ.)
from learned Br3hmanas, and no Br@hmana living within his king-
dom should suffer from hunge;r.a We find a similar expressicn

in the Artha SSstra wiich stated that " the king who is about
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Lo owettle 4 new or resettle an old territory, as making grants
;f land, that are imnune from taxes and fines and accompanied
ath rich gifts, to cartain classes of Erghmanas 3 those come
orise the sacrificial priest, the spiritual preceptor, the

chaplain (Purchita) and the learned Mo"4

The land donated to the Briiunanas by the kings of
crAgiyotiga-Kamaripa were different in size, Sometime it was
consisted of a small piece of land capable of yielding 2000
ats ot paddy e.g. the land donated by the Uttarbarbil copper
plate of Balavarman III.S On the other hand, the donated land
was consisted of a big area evident by the Assam grant of
valiabhadeva by which he donated seven village3.6 In the
seventh century Bhiskaravarman by his Nidhanpur grant donated
Land ot Haylira$3lmal3grah@ra, capable of supporting 208 Rl
mapas.’

Most probably the Rralmang doness of the grants were
related with the temples situated in different parts of the
aipire. [t is evident by the fact that most of the inscriptions
have been discovered in the Darrang, Tezpur, Kamrup, Goalpara,
Nowgong, Sivsagar districts of Assam where ruins of ancient

tanples are present.

Kings of the land were responsible for the maintenance
ol peace and order in his realm, In this matter, 1t appears
that the kings of Pragjyotisa-Kamarlipa were assisted indirectly

by the donee gralmanas who were linkel with the temples. These
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Erahoangs utilized religion to support the king and carried

cn eropaganda in favour of the ruler in tribal societies. In
zes ol Way, it may be said that the kings conferred honours
s«i transferrel material resources to the Brihmanas and the

tauples; temples conferred honours on the Bréhmanas; and the

srahmanas conferred liohours on the kings.

This property transfer to the Br@lmanas by the kings
of pragjyotiga-Kdmarlpa can be found in the central or execu.
tive part of the copper plate grants where a detail account

oI giving and roeceiving of property are described,

By the Nidhanhpur grant,Bhi@skaravarman transferret a

1arra tract of land in the MayGradfilmalZ3graiara - Ksetra in

tite wandrapurl visaya.ll Actually he re-issued the grant as
tire donated land had bhecome taxable due to the loss of pre-
vious charter made by Bhutivarman, The donees had been aiready

enjoying the grant in the mamner of bhlUmi-cchidra, In the' grant

the words agrahfira and bhimi-cchiidra have been used in order

to deseribe the condition of the land. According to D.C.Sircar

the word agrahira means a rent-free land given to the Erahma~

11as.12 But V.B.Misra takes it to mean a tahsil i.e., an admi-

nistrative unit, smaller than a visaya.13 B.M.Morrison has

suggested that the term agrahara means a land free from all
taxes and liabilities in perpetuity as a religious E“é?-“”‘e’q.l‘l

But ». Sharma holds the opinion that the term Agrahira meaning
a rent-free village in the possession of Br@lynapas was more



158

Table 4

Donation of Land under the Varman Malers

s meaa

“Lute Designation Donor Granted Property
A

sagidjarl Khanikargaon Unknown Unknown

Stone Inseription

Dl Q.P. Bhaskaravarman Unknown

Nidhanpur C.P. Bhlskaravarman Exact extent unknown
granted agrahlrs 1
was divi n

6 p
Mbuarall C P, Lokanatha Not known exactly




11,

1.
13.

11,

15.

16.

17.

12,
20

21.

3
- fidhanpur €,P. of Bhdskaravarman,

b ey
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Table S

#lia Donecs and thelr respective_shares as alloted

T

after any name stands for the word swanmi)

A0S 21 the Jollee Veda gotra Amsa
SEhdrana S Vajasane Pracetasa 2
{(Yajurveda)
Sriviisu and his Do Do 1
3 brothers
somavasu and Do Do %
brotirer
idanoratha S Chi@ndoga Katyayana 13
(Samavedi)
visnughogsa 8 Do Do %
Valaghosa S Do Do 1
Danadeva 8 Bahwreya Yaska 1
(Rgvela)
Ghosaleva 8 Do Do 3
Nandateva 8 Bahvrcya Yaska + .
(Regveala)
Artadatta along chandoga EhAradvija 1+
with his ¢lan
Jugtidatta o Do Lo ¥
Rsiddna § Vijasaneyl  Kasyapa i
Subliad3ma S Do Do 1
Sanai Scarabhiiti, Do Kausta 1
with clan :
Samkarganpa 8 Bahvreya Gaui*éitreya 2
Hara & Do Do
Nariyana S Do Do ¥
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37.

35

e

41,
4:2—4:3.

41,
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- aa .

name oi the Dohee Veda Gotra Amsa
Visnu S Bahvpoya Gaurdtreya 1
Sadarsana 8§ Do Do 1
Gopendra S Do Do 1l
Arka 5 Do Do 1
Bhanu 8§ Do Do +
Bhuyaskara 8 Do Do +
Yadoshiiti S Vijasaneyl  Krgndtreya 1
with elan
Saritn, S Chindoga Buiradvija 1
Lathasena § Vijasaneyl  Kaundinaya 1
Diwruavasoma S Chdndoga Gauntama 1
Jignusoma S Do Do 1l
Jishupdlita S Vajasaneyl  Bharadvija 13
suclpidlita s Do Do 1
Mitrapalita and Do Do ¥
Arthapilita
Prajapalita S Do Do 3+
Hadla S bo Gantama 1
Chalkradeva 8 Vajasaneyl  Gautama +
kusmindapatra S Caralkya Vatsa ﬁ
(Yajurvediya)
Isvajadatta S Caralcya Mandgalya 2
Sudar$ana and Vajasaneyl Do 1
Dinakara S ’
YaJickunda 8§ Do jaubhaka or 1
saunaka
LoSapkunda S Do Do =


http://-jrirui.il

.

“‘L’(, »

i3,

49,

51.
3
Dde
54.

55,
ESG""S'? -

(X2 o

o008,

69,

Gotra Amsa

wames ol thoe vonee Vedta
Sradahakunda S Vijasaneyl $aubhaka or 1l
*t Samnaka
NErdyanakunda S Do Do 1
Tdvarakunda S Do Do 1%
Saktikunda 8 Do Do B ;
Tosakunda Do Do 1%
Sathu 8 Carakya Par&éﬁrya 1
saflga S chandoga Aélﬁya.gm 1
Nara 8 Bahvreya Varaha 1
Pravaranaga S Do Do 2
Apanaga S Do Do 1
Tosaniga and Do Do +
Hampin&ga
vAnaghosa VYajasaneyl Kﬁsfyapa
ok pind O chindoga Vaignavrddhi
Janardana S Do Do
arka S Babvreya Kanéika 13
Sradhadasa S Do Do ¥
Sandtana 8 Vijasaneyl  Gautama 1
gﬂ.ﬁl‘aprahha with Vajasaneyl Do ¥
Khandasoma 8 Do Kautilya 13
Sr eyaskara, Gati Do Do 1
and GaurIsoma
Vakulasoma 8 o Do %



vicetille

Fi=' e

Tl e

75-82.

83.
34,
85,
30,
87
88,
B,
0.
Yl
S2<-23,.

I,
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liames of the Donea Veda Gotra Amsa
Dlwi%i?lrgsz;mma}ds Vajasaneyl Kautilya . ¥
dhAyasah S Do Krsnatr eya ¥
Yajila 8 Do Do 3
Daiva S Do Do 1
Dardi S Do "Do ¥
rradyumna o Do Do Iy
vrddhi 5 Do Do 2
Paivakara, Hari, Do Do 1l
Abhiita, Tvastu

and Tosaniga

liedha § Do Kavestara 1l
Dhrti. § with clan Do Mandavya $
KeSava § Do Do 1
GourY S Do Do 1
Sucarita S Do Do 3
Vappa S Do Do 1
Karkadatta S Bahwreya Kaundinya 1
Jdayana 8 Do Bharadvaja 1
Herudatta S Do Vasigtha 1
Har endra and Vajasaneyr Agnivedya 1
Nennbhitti 8

HedhobhQtd o Do Do 5
suudrapaksa 8 Caralkya Saf:il:;‘ity&yma 1
nali 8 Bahvreya Yaska 1
( 2 ) &vim Do Do 1F
Aittinmahe$vara S Do Do %



Wb et J.(Jr(, »

LG,
Wo.
1106,
111,
112,
1is.
114,
Li5.
116-117.
132,
1w,
120,
lol-122,

123,

124.

125.
126-127.

163

‘aine ot the Donee Vala Gotra Amsa
topALinandi 3 Bahvreya Phr3sarya 1
Vidyabhidti o Do Bhdrgava 1
Suraijlita and Do Do ¥
Sucarita 8§

sLlvagana & Taittiriya Bhdradvi]a 1
vasudrf S and Bahvreya K&tydyana 1
brothers

Virabhlits 8 VijasaneyT Kaudika 1
visnubhuti 8 Do Do %
Pramodabliiti § Do Do 1
vishudatta S Do Bhdradvaja 1
grhaspati § Do Kamdinya 1
darsodeva S Bahvreya Yaska 1
l'etha 8 Vajasaneyl  Jatukarna 1
Krsna S Do 50 1
Ialliava and Hari Do Do 1
Janfrdmadeva S Chandoga Eharadvija l'
Vispusoma 8 VijasaneyI  Maudgalya ]
Dhanasena 8 Carakya Gargya 1
gigggggﬁgna and Do Do 1
Somasena S Do Do 1
Bifiskaramitra 8 Balivreya Gautama 1
Madlhwmitra § Do bo 1
S&dhar anami tra and Do bo 1

S&lhumitra
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TUNn ., Lame of the Donee Tada Gotra Amsa
2R, Durtimitra 3 Blhvreya Gantana 1l
159, sukrabhiava 8 Do Bharadvaja ¥
- 101, sudarfana and Do Pautrimisya 1

Ohanedvara

[ Ravi & Vijasaneyl  s@ndilya 1
135, tofthm 8 Do Do 1
131, fahidhara A9 Do Do 1
L. uuttanahedvara 8§ sahveeya Paurnna 1
186, diattimatr S Do Do ¥
137. Audrabhatti 8 Do Do ¥
135, Mrivilepana S Chindoga Kaudika i
13v. Gominaga S Vajasaneyl S3varnika 1
140, Sirya S Do Do 1
141, dhavadeva S Do Do 1
142. Sarvedeva § Do Do 1
143. vomideva 8 Do Do ¥’
144, Savitradeva &S Do Do 2
145,  Arkadeva S Do Do ¥
146, Sxlhirana S Do Do +
147. Damirata S Vijasaneyl Gargya 1
148, Vasudatta 8 Do Bharadvija 2
149, YageSvara S Do Alambiyana 2
150, videsvara o Do Do 1
151. Dbivyesvara S Do Do 1



o= LO5,

b,
57
B8,
159.
1G0.
61-162,

163,
164,
165.

166~ 164,

170.
171,
172,
173,
174.
175,
170-178,

165

. e 0ol the Donee Veda Gotra Amsa
GapeSvara S Vijasaneyl  AlambZfiyana 1
dwdedvara S Do Do

Jatedvara and Do Do 1
angedvara

bhautesvara 8 Do Do %
taghedvara § Do Do ‘3
Jamedvara S Do Do ;3
Handofvara S Do Do 1
Dimabhfiti § Do Mgirasa 1
Prakisadvara § Bahivrea Kasyapa 1
with hrother )

Gayatripila 8 Vajasaneyl  Ydska 1
S&ntadarma 9 Balivrea Parﬁé'arya 1
Padmadasa & Do Kausika

with clan

Govardliana, Yajflapdla Do Do *
Panu and Sudarsana 8 .
Gopdla S Chiuloga Palkalya 1
Ugradatta TaillirIya K&s$ yapa 1
ghattinanda § Balivpeya Biarhaspatya 1
Sathu S Do Do 1
Devakula 3 Do Do 1
Janadrdana S Do Do *
Sunyayana, H@rfyana Do Do +
and addhi §

I$varabhatta s bo Gautama 1

179.



P o HU .

180,
B,
1s2,.
183,
184.
1856,
inG,
187-189.

200,
A 1-202,

203,

205,

166

-

liome of the Donee Veda Gotra Amsa
dirgu S Bihvreya Gautama 3
mdraghosa S Do Bharadvaja 1
Kaufisoma S Garakya Katyiyana 1
Prabhikarakfrti S Vidjasaneyl  Gautana -1
Ananta § Do Sandilya 1
Gatibhatti S Bahyreya Saunaka 1
Tejabhatti § Do Do 1
Managhoga, Tejabhatti Do Do +
and Nandabhiit? S

Juwaabhattl o Do Do 1
Medhabhatti S Do Do 1
Swnatibhatti 8 Do Do 1
Suyogabhafti § Do Do 1
Sadvataddma S Do Vatsya 1
Tfosa S Chandoga Gautama i
dhattihara § Bahvrcya Varaha 1.
fifgadatta S Vajosaneyl  Bharadvija *
burvesvara S Do Alemb3ayana 4
with brother

Repiddhya 8 Do Bharadvaja ¥
Candraddsa and Balivrcya Kaudika 1
Vimardana 8

supratigthita S Vajasaneyl Kasyapa 1
Handana 8 Do Gautama 1
Tosa 8 Do éﬁk atayana >
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N:oeves of £hie Donge

Vedta

Srarasa and
J'Cu-.Li Al 8

Jid@sa S

Jor the purpose of bali, Garu and Satra

Gotra Amsa
VRjasaneyl Gauntama and 1
Kadyapa
Do Bharadvaja %+
7
T
Total lﬁﬁﬁ- parts



Table 6

- ___,_.4_.Lm,

Nemes of tho Donoes and their respective shares as alloted by the m.ppm'ah grant of
lokanatha,

g Donee Portion
Name of the Donee Portion : Hame of_the ams e S
. B . .I-!
Hiatta fnantadeva-  Phpakas 9 e i
#  Dhormidama Pagaka 1 g Kl;da,ig_a %
- " n i Vadara
" Nigodatts . i Vicaksana g |
" Kesava " § Patl (%) .
of what is not clear
»  Guda(?) nandin  ® " g Govardhana E %
Medhasoma u : i E}dsgu : !
ayacandra " ¥ asir
ud and " " § Plirikesvir i
" HanoJhadeva ) i Antacara J
n  Jayasomo-Svamin " | Hargabhfiti i
" Pirnadfma Dropas 20 i Subrata 4
n o Tideda " 20 § Bhanda :
1 YajRad eva :: " § Harsa . Portion not known
" amaradeva Madra 4 rtions not known
"t Lidra (?)=-Svamin " "(?) § Khalisa 4 Por i
. ] " " 3
:: gggsoma?a " J ﬁ Vriddhidroha Drogas 20(?) of Woodland
| : yidagdha and Pataka 1
" ﬂanorathala % 8 orlars
i (? ..
" RheaMsedla | (ortay) - { ke ropas 20
; Patakas ] ,
" Bhiksata } t i weda (1) %
it Hedrs Sarman Dronas 10+7=17 i 332 facirdana ) |
! J fniasoma " 10+2(?) l'bi‘ 0?15“ S { (Jointly) Dropas 20(?)
* Mada " N x YIIL §
e RN A 1 ¥ ‘H'-J? g
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damg o1 thie oo PO ]

A & W Bn v ke e =

A

¢
Hardyaa § ¥
Harideva § (Jolatly; Patu 1 |
Candrakesa } ;

,
Bhatta Suta ToLas L ;

n  pifichadeva Pataig 1 :

Nandagopa
Vanamali
Trilocana
Khanya

Portions not khowil.

Pujism
Ahl
ees SVAMEN

O

S U PR A Tt NG, U, TR S TR, o, O RS B - T, - T+ o I e, M A e, TR, S -1 s -

ataras

g ettt

Jointly (2)

Samridha
Sangha
Santosa
JayaSarman
Daidava
Ivantd (nni?)
Naravi jaya
Sambhuvi jaya
Guptajaya

Portions not knowne.

U TR It SR M e P e e e el [ -T2 — % &~}

sari Dronas 9 (?)

Priya Dronas 10

ame ox Wie e

. -

dadhin (1)
Laktsana
Dhanananda
Parasala
Usa

Indra

l{ari

Dhriti
Iccha

Deva

Gana
Maharaja
Dadli bhata

R - B R SR

g W T e W BT T - b

Bhogin Bhiavadasa
Zacaka vasu
Racaka Sudhame(?)
Vira (?) ha

U]‘%xgyapkarmana
aradatta

It is not clear each
of these men got one
adliaka

Dronas 20

H "

" 10 + 2.
" 0+ 9=19

N,B,s Many more names has beeit lost and allotment of portions has not been asceribed

to proper persons, 10
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popwlsr in Southern India than in the North.ls

In Pragjyo-
fi sa-Kimarlipa a village was sub-divided into Kgetra or ara-

bie land, Xhila or waste-land, go - (pra =) cara-bhiimi or

card Tor cattle grazing and ydstubhlimi or building sites.ls

meratole, the Ly donated by the Nidhianpur grant was a tax-

iTee arable land of layGra8filmall village of Candrapuri yigaya.

BelM.Morrison wants to mean the term bhucchidra as a
bond wnfit for cultivation, whiclh is exanpt from any tax
<1m:u1d.l7 According to D.C.Sircar, the term speaks of an old
sustom by which a person who brought a plece of fallow or
jungle land undaer cultivation for the first time was alloweld
to enjoy it without paying x'em:..l"3 The custom was basal on
tlie principle that the hunted deer belonged to him who hit

19

it first, The Gechidra in this case seems8 to have originally

20

rof'nrred to the furrowing of the land, Gradually, lhowever,

"the expression bhiimi-cchidra acquired the meaning of uncul-
21

tivable (Krsyayogya) land ..., " YidavaprakiSa in his

val jayantl says that the term means an uncultivable lm1d.22

sucu lanu remainedt tax-free when it used to be brought under
cultivation for the first ‘cime.23 But R,S.Sharma by referring
nine inscriptions from Gujarat and Maharastra of Sth to 7th

centuries, holds that the term biiinicchidra have been used in

cases of those villages and plots of lands which were settled
a3 642 A°D-

4
rd cultivated.z One of these inscriptions from C—ujrat’(gran-

tal lonxd whielh included a farm-lhiouse (é_géﬁgmg) indicating

ot the land was cultivated.zs Therefore, it appears that |
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riie term Will mean that Jjus-. 4% no assessment of taxes is
ule on unarable land, so alz> ho assessment is to be made

ror theso donated l.'.l.n.dsoa6

We do not get any clear iden of the quantity of land,
donated by the Hidhanpur grant as ho unit of land measure-
ment has beent stated in' the grant, There is only a reference
51 division of the granted land into 116%61).‘;’11'1:8.2? But in
the Tipnerah prant of Lokandtha we find the term Pﬁgakas and
“dronns as the units of land measurament. We shall get an
Laes ob tiese units of Land neasurenent from a quotation of
el e rison. "the total Vainyagupta grant is for eleven

plgaitas, which are made up or cirXerent sized plots measuring

sQveil pﬁ;ai:as and nine dron~vi haz, twenty-eight dronavipas,

thirty=-three dropavipas, thirty drolavipas and two pitakas

lass one-quarter (pidona -~ pataka - dvaya - parimina - ksetra -

khandasya)e If we take expression !'two Eﬁ;akas less a quaz"tal“
to moan one awd one-half patakas, then we have the relatione
ship that eleven pitakas equal eight and one-half patakas plus
e handred dronas. Therefore, forty dropas equal one pigaka,
Horeover, il the dronas in thess plates are the same as those
in the district grant, the five Kulyovapas equal one pitaka,
for in the district inseripsizos it had been established that

eirht dronas equalled one Ku -._,;-;vﬁpn."ga ’
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Hare wa see that in the Gupta inscription, a pitagka is
quivalent to torty dronas. The tern droha means an area on
e one dropa oI seads could be soml.gg Bat how much quan-
ity of grain contained in a drcha to any known unit of mea-
sare - it is not known. D.C.Sircar points out that the term

droya was also known in certain regions outside Bengal and

.

its noighbourhood.do But the area donated by the term differ-

1

ad fron place to place even in Bengal.a Similar also iIs the

sase With the denotation of the term pijaka.~2 In Sanskrit

caxicons the welght of the contaents of a drona is variously

33
"‘:lva} eng. 80 - 64 ", 32 "'", m -', a.lld 16 se@.‘s etc. At

pres~nt in Assam the measure of a Droja ( doha in Assamese)
is equal to 5 sgers or 4.28G7GC kgs. in case of rice and. 3}
Sears or 3.21507 kgs. in case of grain, It has been suggested
by relecnoudhuary that a plot of land producing 2000 Assamese
dona o paddy should roughly measure 5 bighas of land according

t2 the prevailing land measurement in !sssar:l.e'4

L



Donation of Land

175

Table 7

uwider the §X1astambha Rulers

Plate Designation

PR -

Nonor

Grantel Property

Lagaon ur

~uravabahi Cp

H3yunthal Cp

DTghaligds Cp

reZpur Gb

carbatiyda CP
Uttarbarbil Cp
Kagaon CPp

Jlubari Cp

5r1 JIivardja

lar j jaravarman

llarj Jaravarman

Vanamala

vanamdla

Vanamala
Balavarman IIL

Balavarman III

Balavarman ITI

Hot known

Land producing 4000 Putaka
of paddy and also a lal
yilelding 2000 units of
pldy.

Not known

A khandataka of land |
divided int: some angsas

A village, named AbhiS3i-
ravatalkca containing land
and water

A village, naned lHaposa~
grama

Land producing 2000 units
of paddy

Land yielding 2000 units
of paddy '

Land yielding 2000 units
of paddy -
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In this group of land grants we find that all the
crants were issuad by the kings of the land and no grant was

issued by any subordinate ruler, Secondly, all the recipients

o1 this group are individual Brilnmanas except the DIghalTgdd
g rant of Vanamila where the recipiénts weare Rr3limapa Galla-

nord and his five brothers, Thirdly, there are references of
the donation of a village in two grants of this group for the
rirst time. Fourthly, some new ternms hiave been used in this

group in connection with the donation of lands,

3y the Kuruvabili grant, llarjjaravarman donated a plot
of land yielding 4000 pujaka of paddy along with a land pro-
ducing 2000 units of paddy. In no land grants of our period
we find the term 'Pujaka’ but see the expressions such as
diidnyadyisaharsa (Uttarbarbil ¢P and UlubdrI CP of Balavarman
ILL, Bargdon CP of Rathapfila and Guvakuchi CP of Indrapila),
dhdnyachgtusahasra ( Nowgong CP of Balavarman 11I and Gauhati
CP of Indrapila) dhd@nyagatsahasrika (Khanamukh CP and éuhh‘ah- _
karapitaka CP of Dharmapdla), dhanyagtasalasra (Gachtal CP of
Gop3ila) and difnyadasasahasra (Pugpabhadra CP of Dharmap3la)
ete, indicating areas yielding two thousand -, three thou-
sand -, four thousand -, six thousand -, elght thousand and
ten thousand units of paddy respectively. The exprezasions
have been made in such a manner that it appears that the par-

ticular measure or weight was most papular and thus a standard
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ona, YMost probably this popular measure or weight was dropa.

The term pugalca pccurs again in the Nilicala grant of
M&ihavadeva ( C. 15th Cen, approx.), Hayagriva Madhaba grant
(Ce 1877 AJ.D,) and in the Lepatkatd grant of the time of

Radrasingha (C, 1701 A‘.D.).35

Again the word puti lhave been
nsed for the same purpose in the Dhenukhand grant of king
satyanfrdyana and Pratyaksamndrayapa (C. 1392 A.D.) and in

the Ghil@mard grant of king Lakgmindrayana (C. 1401 A.D.).36
It has been suggested by Dr. D. Chutia that both the woréds
putaka and puti are usel to indicate a particular land measure,

supposelly equivalent to a Assamese Pura, a measure egqual to

four Assamese biglias, one bigha measuring 4800 sq. yards.g?

The term putakg may also imply a land and grain measure,
equalling four bighas in case of land and three donas (

drona) in ca.se of grain,

at tlie time of describing the nature of grant, most of
.the inseriptions of the 88lastambha and Pala dynasty use 'the
similar statement of the Kuruvabahi grant of Harjjaravarman

which says tiiat it is given along with its land, waters otc.

which is free from all troubles oil account of fastaning of

elephants (ligstibandha), fastening of boats (naukdbandha),
ghourodharana, uparikara, utikkhetana and grazing of animals

such as elephants, horses, camels, cows, buffaloes, goats and
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5110613.39 In the Nowgong grant of Balavarman III we find the
term auparikara which is similar to the term uparjkarsa of
the Kuruvibihi gront.éo In Wilson's Glossary the word
upgrikarag means 'a tax leviel on cultivators having no
nroprietory right on the 3011.41 According to Hoernle
ruparikara is a fiscal term; the rent or tax (kara) paid by
an uparj or tenant who does not reside or has no occupancy
rights in the J.cmd.42 L.D.Barnett thinks uparikara as the
‘famil melvardm or the king's share ol the produce..43 In
tiil s reogard the suggestion of P.C.Chioudhwury seans to be the
most correct onhe. According to Lim “upari® is clearly a
preposition with the sense of Latin super or extra, ax
parikarg, therefore, means an extra revenue derived from all

alasses of cultivators, botly permanent and temporary.

Utkhetana was also a tax levield on special occassions

as an emergency measure.% R.D.Baner jee takes the term
c¢hourodharana in the sense of the right of extirpation of'
robbm's.46 But U.N.Ghosal thinks it as an oppressive tax
imposed upon the villagers for protection against thieves.47
It was levied for the maintenance of the village police ard
was assighed to the donees along with the land itself,

It appears that the donees were exemptel from any pmvi.éion
to pay anything and provide for thie maintanance of police
who migirt enter their land in connection with the appreien-

sion of thievas.4‘9
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Table 8

Donation of land under the Pala Rulers

Plat‘:"e Dasignation

Donor

Grant propearty

Zoratbiry CP
-gargﬁon Ly
suwflkuchi CP
sanhati Cp
gudkuchi Cp
Gachtal CP
Khanfmukh CP
§ubha1‘1karap5.taka CP

Pugpabhadrd Cp

Ratnapala

Indrapala

"
Gtopala
Dhamapidla

L

Land capable of yilelding
4000 units of paddy

Land capable of ylelding
2000 wnits of paddy

Lond capable of yielding
3000 units of paddy

Land capable of ylelding
4000 units of paddy

Land uﬁuable of eld‘i ng
2000 ts of p¢

Land capable of yielding
8000 units of paddy

Land capable of ylelding
6000 + 2000 wits of paddy

Land capable of yielding
6000 + 2000 units of paddy

Land capable of yielding
10000 units of paddy
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The terms hastivandha and naukdbandha meaning 'Toping
toe elephants' and 'tying boats' respectively might have some
occassional taxes imposed upon thie people in Prigjyotisa-

.;-Lﬁmarﬁpa.bo According to D.C.Sircar, Naukibandha was perhaps
4 tax levied upon the boatman at landing plmes.sl

The dohation of lands under the Palas follow the
sane terminology of the previous dynasty. But the distribu-
tion of grantel land in the Western part of Pr3glyotisa-
Kamaripa, instead of eastern part under the previous dynasty,
makes it clear that due to some reasons the Pdlas shifted
their political and cultural activities from east to west,
This inferance i1s confirmed by the fact that the PAla rulers
starting from Indrapila donatel large amount of lands in that
area. The gauhati grant of Indrapdla, . file Gachtal grant of
Gop3lavarman, the Khandmukh, éubhahkarap‘éi;aka and Puspabhadra
grants of bharmapdila record the donation of a].and.s produeing
4000, 8000, 8000, BOOC and 10000 units of paddy respectively.
It has been suggested that this change was due to eilther of
two causes viz, 1, The Shin and other non-Aryan tribes becane
powerful in the east and tiwreatened Pr3gjyotisa, 2. that in
the west Gauda kings attacked K@marupa. It may be that the
ralers of the Pala dynasty paid special attention to the west

rather than the east to save the situation,
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ponation of Land after the Pala Rulers

The land grants made after the Pala dynasty follow
tiie same form and style of those of the preceeding dynasties
witls some remarkable exceptions. The sceript used in the Assam
nlate of Vallabhadeva has more affinity with the scripts of
bengal inscriptions than those of Ka@marupa. .The whole %ext of
the grant is in verse, By this grant Vallabhadeva grantel
seven villages for the maintenance of an alms house which is

Mo oexeeption among the inscriptions ol the land,

The prose portion of the Kamauli grant of Vvaidyadeva
is full of gedi words, In the seal, there is a figure of four
handed uage$a which can not be found in any other inscriptions
of Kamaripa. By both the grants of the period donations were

made of villages,.

Tiie Dohees under the Varman Rulers

In the NagdjarI-Khanikargdon inscription we find the
names of Mghattara Brawmadatta and VAaji .52 P+C.Choudhury
thinks the former a; the donee of the 1nscription.53 If it
is so then there must be the word Bhatta before the word
Ilahattara, According to D.C.Sircar the term Mahattara means

54 ~
n menbher ol the village assan_bly. Accordingly it may be
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that sealimadatta aa Vaji were manbers of the village

d‘-) LY -
asseanbly. They acted as the witnesses of the donation or

deamarcation of the plot of land concerned,

Due to loss of the last plate of the Dubi grant of
di3skaravarman we do not get the complete list of the Bralmapa
donees of the inscription, From last portion of the fifth
plate we get the name of some donees, Here mantion have bgen

madte of the VedadZkhis and gotras of some of- them, They are 3

Bhatta Priyankaraghogsasvamin, a follower of the
vijasaney? (garana of the Yajurveda) belonging to the KauSika
gotra, Aysarika Hhattadevaghogasvimin, a follower of the
Vijasaney? carana and belonging to the Kandika gotra, where
the share-holders are Bhattapriyahkaraghogasvamin, Ehattapa-
riidaraghogasvinin, Mhattadhruvaghogasvimin, Bhattabhimaghogas-
vamin, Dakgdaghogasvimin, Sreyaskaraghogasvdmin, Brhaspatis-
vimin of Mawdgalya gotra, ... of Mindavya gotra, Kabhattas-

vamin of KauSika £OXra, e w26

In the Hidhanpur grant of Bhaskaravarman, we get a
complete list of thie Briymang donees with their respective
sliahes and Vedic $Bkh3As. It is seen in table No. 5 that the
donees of this grant belonged to the following gotras ;
AgniveSya, Alambayana, Asvalayana, Aigirasa, Kavestara,
Katydyana, KaSyapa, Krgnatreya, Kautilya, Kaundinya, Kausta,

Kausika, Gautoma, Gauritreya, GArgya, Jatukarna, Parfsarya,
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»ricetasa, vharadvija, Buirgava, Mandavya, Haudgalya, Ydska,
Jadigtha, VAtsa, Vardlia, Virhospatya, Vispavrddhi, Paatri-
mAsya, Paurna, Sivarpika, SAlankAyana, Pdkalya, Sdkatlyana,
séndilya, éammaka, Saubhaka (?) and Sankrityayana, Their
Jedie $3khAs were Carskya (Yalurveda), Ch@ndogya (S3navela),
TaittirIya (Yajurvada), Vajasaneyl (Yajurveda) and Vahvpicya.
{(Rgvedn) .

The Tipperah grant of Lokandtha transferred a large
area of land to support the service at the tesple of Ananta-
HirTyapa and to help sustain the community of over two hune
dred Brilmapas who were associateld with the temple. But the
grant is silent about the gotras and vedic éﬁg,li:;g of the

donee m'?dunmms.m

Hare We see that all the grants ol Varman period

donated large tracts of land to the Brdlmapa communities and
not to individual Brihmapas. It may be that the donated lands

of Varman period were sithuatel on the elige of cultivated ‘
areas which were for some other reason difficult for the
individual cultivator to bring under profitable cultiwvation,
For example, the land donated by the Tipperah grant was a
jungle aren having a thick network ol bush and creepers,
where deer, burfaloes, boars, tigers, serpents etc. enjoy,
according to their will, all pleasures of home-life ...".
There might have some strategic reason also., In order to

strengthian their position in a newly conquired area the kings
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ot ¢ragjyotisa-Kamarlipa had done so. liere we may remind that
Lire: donated land of the Nidhanpur grant was located at the

sutgkirt of the empire of BhAskaravarman,

The Donees under the §alastambha Dynasty

In the fragmentary coppear plate insceription of JIvar&ja
we Iind a refereilce to a Br@llimana family of K3marfipa, Most

probably this family was relatel to the recipient of the
clmrtem.sg Besides thisg, nothing is known about the donee of
this inseription. By the Kuruvibihi grant of Harjjaravarman,
the “onntion was made in favour of a fSrilmapa, hamed Dharesuta,
son ol muavadeva, wio again is the son of famous Kumdra-dvija
belonging to the Haidhruva-Pravarg of the Kaundinya-gotra,

and follower of the Kanva-33khd of the Yajurveda.5? Due to
loss of the last plate of thie Hayunthal grant of HarjjaraT
varman we know nothing about the recipient of the grant, The
recipients of the DIghallgdd grant of Vanamdla are Bhatta Gall-
ahara and his five brothers viz, Bhatta Gayahara, Payohara,
Balaliara, Canam3na and Kﬁty‘c‘iymla.ﬁo Jitaveda of Kauéika' goixrg
was thedr father".ﬁjf The donee of the Teipur grant of Vanam3dla
was a Brilwmin named Inclolm.62 Bhiijjata of S‘:al;ac}ilya gotra was
his father who studied the whole Yajurveda along with the

m1cillaries.63 The hame of Indoka's mother was Sabh‘eiy:'_ka.m
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rhlmapa Chdfmani was the donee of the Parbatlyd grant of
J:mam':—’tla.ﬁs Bhatta Jejjata was donee's father who belonged
to the carona of the Simaveda and of Sapdilya _gg_m.es By
tne Jttarparoil grant of Balavarman III, the donation was
maie to a Bralynapa named éyﬁmaﬂ eva.67 Gabhigthira was his
ratnew.GB Garga of Upamanyuw goira was Gabhigthirals father
“who was a master of entire vedic lore, reputed through the
partformance of several sacrifices, a follower of the K3nva
school of Velas, and the vary repository of Yajurveda.“
Balavarman III donated land to Bhatta éye'unac{eva for the
merit of his parents and for his own welfare on the day of

annual celebration ot §’..3Qo§ﬂ1'éna.7o The donee of the,c .
Howgong grant of Balavarman III was Brahmana érutidhara.71

Devadhara72 was his father and é"mnayika'?a was his mother,

Malddhara Bhatta was the father of Devadhara who was a
followar of the K&gvam of Velas and of K&pila m.74
Hare Balavarman IITI donated land to érutidhara for the cause
of his parents gaining welfare in tlhe other world.75 By the -
Ulublrl grant of the same king, donation was made to Brilmapa

Bhavateva at the holy juncture of the Sunts passing into the

north of the equator for king's own welfare.76 The names of
Bhawxlevals parents were Budlmdeva?? and Usa.78 Visnud eva

was Budhadeva's father who was a follower of the Kanvadhkhd
of Yaiurvela and of Parisara _59_1;:_1:_9.79

Here we see that undear the é'—'alastmnhha dynasty all the



gronts were nade to individual Bralmapa except the DIghallgad
ceant of Vanamala where the donees were five trothers. Second-

Ly, under this dynasty, the use of pravaraso by the Brihmapa

donee is found for the first time in Prigjyotiga-Kdmariipa.

In the Kuruvdbahi grant of larjlaravarman, pravarg of donee's
grand father hias been mentioned along with his M and
yelie _§_§_I_gl_1_§. T™iwlly, some of the grants under the SAlastambha
dynasty were made for earning punys hot only for the donors
but also for thelr parents, e.g., the Tezpur and Parbatlyd
grants of Vanamila, Uttarbarbil, Nagaon and Ulubarl grant of
Balavarman ILl. Some of tlhiesg donations were made on the
occassion of auspicious days., In the Uttarbarbil grant of
Balavarman, the gift is recorded to have been made at the
time of ammal worship in comnection with Sakrotthana.®l mhe
£ift recorded in the Nagdon grant of Balavarman has been made
at the time of yishuyat (Kile Vishuvati).S? The time of
malking the gift in the UlubrI grant of Balavarman III is
given as Udal safnlu'wngg;x_g.ga |

Bralmana Donees under the Pala Dynasty

The donee of the Coratbfri grant of Ratnapdla was
grilmana siddhapidla who was a master of Yajurveda,
Siddhapdla was the son of Nidhipldla who again was the son of

Jayapala belonging to Gautama gotra and follower of Kanva
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POt TN The donee of the Bargdon grant of the same king was
Jfrwlatta.as salgangadatta was donee's father and Sy3mayikd
was donee's mother, Devadatta was donee's granxdfather belonging
ko raraSara gotra and follower of the Kanva 88KI3 of the

vajasancyt sahhita (of the XQJMQ-).B'? Ratnap3la donated
Laad to Viradatta on the guspicious moment of the Yigpupadl

samkranti for the fame of Iis parents and for lhis own nerit, S8

The donee of Ratnapila's Suwdlkuchi grant was Bralwmapa K"amadeva.ag

90

Jasudeva was donee's father -~ and Ccheppliyikd was dohee's

mothe!'.gl Valaleva, the donee's grandfatiier was well-versed

in Velic lore ad belongel to the Vijasaneyl sahhlitd of the

K‘éigvaé‘&l{hﬁ.gz King Ratnap@la made this donation to Kimadeva

for the merit of his parents and of him and for gaining fame.%

By the Gauhati grant of Indrapila land was donated to Brdhmana

I.)eé:‘lplﬁ:\.ag4 wiio was tiie son of Savarapﬁla.% Saukhaylkd was

96

(toneet s motirer. Haripila was donee's grandfather belonging

to KASyapa gotra and follower of the Yajurved 7 Brahmapa

Devadeva was the donee of the Guwlluchi grant of the same

8 99

kingg vasudeva and Anuradind were the parents of the donee.
Somadeva, the grandfather of the donee lived at Vainama, a
village in Savathi.loo He was a follower of the K"g_.lgvaéakha' of
the Yajurvelsa. No mention has beer made of his gotra in the
inscription, Due to loss of the last plate we know nothing
about the donee of the Gachtal grant of Gopilavarman. Tiie donee

of the Khanimuith grant of Dharmapdla was Rralmana Mah‘-'c-'xbahulol

102 103

who was tlie son of Vvisnu, Manoram? was his mother,
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104
S0 was his grandfather who lived in Madhyad efa and

valonged to the Kagyapa gotra. He was a follower of the
i ApvadAkhd of Yajurvela. The donee's of Dharmap@la‘s Subhah-

105

wrraplijaka grant was Er3hmapa Himahea and his brother

G = -
Tri 10(::111:1,10 Bharata was donee's father and Pauka was.

doileat s mot;ner.lm Ramadeva who was donee's grandfather
dval at Krosdifya - a village in Sr&'vastI.loB He was a
follower of KauthumaS3khd and belonged to S3pdilya gotra. The
donee of tlie Pugpabhadrd grant of thie same king was Brahmana
Madhuéidana, 109 Patra was his wi.fe.llo Sutanu and Netra
were tiie parents of Madhixéﬁdmm.lll Bhasvara and JIiva were
again the parents of Sut:ml.l.n2 Naravahana was the father of
sutanu who lived at Khy@tipali where Braimapas of pure
Naudgalya gotra having the pravaras of Autathya, Mandgalya
and Algirasa 1iveﬂ.113 These Brilmanas were the followers

of Madhyandinadikhd of Yajurveda.

In the land grants of the Pdila dynasty, it is seen that
most of the donees were followers of Kinvasikhi of Yajurveds.

Secondly, the land grants after Rathapala are silent about
tiie purposes of donations, Thirdly, in the land grants wiuder
previous dynasties we find no any mention of the original
home of the dohee. But from tiie time of Indrapila it is seen
that almost all the inseriptions mention the original home

of the dones,.
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The Donees After the Pala period

114

Sr3 ériclilara, the donee of the Kamauli grant of

imidyad eva, belonged to the Kanfika gowra,t?® wanigphira

116

ukt PAL were donea’s parants. Tite name of thie grandfather

ol donee was Bharata who lived in the strongly administared

117

village called Bhilva in the VarendrI region, Vaidyat eva

matte this grant to SrIdhara on the Viguvati ( _gzuﬁk:rénti) on

Vaidakha on an EkadadT (tithi) for gaining hea-‘vtrel‘lal:l'8

Vallabhadeva in his Kamaull grant donatel sevenl villages for
thte maintenance of an alms house, established by him, for
the hungry onies for his mother's obtalning tiie heaven for

aeval . 419

dnder the previous dynasty we observe that the land
grants af'ter Rathapdla do hot mention the purposes of dona-
tion. But in the inscriptions of Vaidyatleva and Vallabhadeva
the purposes of donation are mentionedt. In the inscription
ol Valiabhadeva the donation was made for the maintenancse

of an alms house,
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CHAPTER V1
Aspects of Soclety and Economy

Iar!;g System

The division of society into four Varpas, namely,
Brimapas, kgatriyas, Vaidyas and Sudras, is the keynote of

the whole system of social life in the S;ngitis. It is evident

that the kings of Prigiyotigsa-Kimarlpa took special care to
protect this Varna system., In the Nidhanpur Grant, Bhlgkara-
vaman is describel as "belng createl for the purpose of
re-establishing the institutions of classes and orders, which
has for a long time past bocome con.fused”.l In the Gauhati
Grant of Indrapdla, it is said "When polite and valorous
Indrap3la became the king and effected a proper division of
the four asramas and the four Varnas, it appeared as it were,

that the earth, as a wishi~yielder and a source of pleasnré

to all the people, once again became selebratel with prospe-
rity as it was under (king) P;‘tlm".z

But, in course of time the caste system took the placq
of ancient Varna system. Numerous castes and sub-castes were
formmed due to the development of different arts, crafts anxd
professions, According to Risley, various tribal, racial and
religious factors were also at work in gradually adding to
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thelr nmnbar.a Gradually, the caste systemn became more
rigid than what we come across in the earlier periods, In
1ts extreme form, it made the lower castes untouchable to

tlie higher,

In fact, anclent Varna system was the nucleus, round

which caste system grew in later ages. A late hymn of the
- 4

Bgveda - Puruga Sukta refers to the origin of fourvarpas,

It is sald in the Sikta that when the gods divided the
ereator (Puruga), the Bralunana was his mouthj the Rijanya

(Kgatriya) was made his arms; the Vaifya was his thighs;

and the _égg;g sprang from his feet. Hare, wo see that while
the first three Vamas were identified with the limbs of

the Creator, the _éa_d_rg merely sprang from his feet. Thus,

an inferior status is definitely assigned to the _@M and

a distinction is made between them and the first three Varpas,

Bra#hmanas

Almost all the fnscriptions of our period testify to
the fact that Rrﬁhm_a_.gas received both gifts and respect at
the royal court of Pr&gjyotiga~Kimarfipa. It encouraged many
Brilwapas to migrate to the land from different places. This
migration of the Br@limanas occured at a time when the Cupta
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Emplre was on its way of decline and the influence of

Kamamipa increased over north-weatern Intli.a.s

The social organisation of the Brahmanas was distin-
guished by gotras, pravaras and veda-33kh&s of which they
attalned mastery (Supra Chapter V). These were important
fundamentally in matyers relating to inheritance, marriage,
worahip, sacrifice, the perfomance of dally sandhya
prayera.é The gotra denotes all persons who trace thelr

descent in an unbroken male line from a commen ancestor
while tiie pravara is associated with the priest or sage
wiose name constituted tiie pravara of that gotra.7

Deva, Sarman and Svimin are the titles of the Briha

mapas which have been mentioned in the epigrapis. The
surnames wiich are generally found in the eplgraphs are
Bhatta, Dma, Deva, Dhara, D3sa, Dutta, Ghoga, Kara, Kunda,

Mitra, Niga, Nandl, Patila, Sena, Soma, Nagara etc, These,

surnames are not generally found elsewhere in India except
in K&martpa and Beamgal.8 These surhames have the similarity
to those of the Ndgara Brimapas, who are supposel to have
originally migrated from Nagarkot in the Punjab to different
places of the country.g ™\is hags led some historians to
take that the Br3lnmanas, who were granted land by the Nidhen~
par Grant of Bhitivarman were of the same stock asg the NiAgara

EM who are sald to have migrated to Gujarat about the




same time with the rise of the Vallabhi l::l.ngs.'m Here,

it 18 important to note that the Brﬁhin% of Assam like
those of Bengal trace thelr descent from the Brdhmapas of
K#@nyakubja (Kanaui)-ll It would not appear surprising that
a number of them might have migratel from Pupjravardhana
and other parts of ancient Bengal. The case of Prah@isa, the
colebrated scholar of Bilagrima situated in the Tarkari of
Srivasti region of Puydravardhanabhukti,® who migrated

to Kamariipa as mentioned in the 5ilimpur Inscri.ption,13

may be clted as an instance in this point,

The Brahmanas of Kimarllpa most probably led their
life in » conformity with the canonicg) texts. From the
Pugpabhadrd Grant of Dharmap@la, we come to know that the
village of Khyatipdla was inhabited by ideal Brahmanas who
performed Yajfias, fire oblations, trisandhyd muttering of

prayers in the morning, at noon and in the evening, and
read the four Vedas.m We further find reference to a
Brahmapa of this village who was well-versed in sruti,

amriti and mimihs3d, whose son Sutann was always engaged 1n

bestowing charities on othera.ls From the énhhaﬁkarapiltaka
Grant of the same king we are informel that in a village
called Krossfija in Sravasti lived Erélmanas versed in the
ﬂe Veda.16 According to D,C.Sircar Krosafija or Krodaﬁj#
of Srdvasti of the §ubhaﬁkarapﬁtaka Grant was situated in

the Hili-Balurghat area of North Bengal i.e., within
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Pul}leravardhmahhukti.l'? One of those Brihmapas as has been
yesaribed in the Subhadbkarapitaka Grant was engagel in six-
fold duties viz. Yajana, Ydjona, adhyayana, adhydpana, dana
and pratigraha,l® The other epigraphs of the land also give

the hints of the existence of many such Brihmanas,

The normal business of the Br@lwmanas was to study and
teach the Vedas and allied subjects and to act as the
purohita.® The epigraphs of the land mention three Velas,
Minihsl, which was the most orthodox school of Vedic theology
was studied in Prég.‘lyotiga-Kﬁmarﬁpa.m S. Chattopadhyaya
has suggested "the study of mimimsl and reference to the

Yajilas prove that the oblations performed at that time were
not of Tantric character but pertained to the Velle method
although in the Hevajlra Tantra, composed about 693 A.D.,

according to Benoynath Bhattacharya, Kimariipa was a centre
of Tantricism while Kamakhyd, one of the earliest fourTantric
Pithas, was located there, 2L

Besides the study of Vedas, BErilmapas cultivated
various sclences and arts., The Pugpabliadrf Grant of Dharmapila
informs us that Ehdsvara, the grand father of the donee, was
duly gifted with skill in arts.22 He had an epithet
' Ganak yomAndkyabhll' -> whioh possibly indicates that Bhidsvara
studied the Arthaffistra of Clnakya.24

The eplgraphis give the hints that the Brihwmanas of
“‘h
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rnadmaripa sometimes took other professions and maintained
thelr livelihood, In the Nidhanpur Grant of Bhdskaravarman
mention has been made of a BrAlhmana Jandrdana Svamin who
acted as a nyﬁyakarm_ﬁ.kazs The ta'm means an officer,

‘responsible for settling disputes regarding the gift of
].,z:.mi..a(5 The S'uhhaﬁkarapat_;aka Grant of Dharmapdla reofers
to a Brihmana Him@figa who Yaccomplished all the (martial)
acts llke _p__afl_«'_l_ (Leeey Piercing through the target) in a
commendable manner, who was used to the hard and {ifficult
acts concerned with the picture-like arrangements of tlie
army (g!._f:_r_q)_, and who was experiaenced in the matter of
velocity, striking and effects of a drafted enm.:t'c."27
Besldes these high administrative posts the Rrilmanas were

sometimes appointed as tlie court poets and Ministers of the

ralers, 3

Other Castes

From the inscriptions of Prigjyotiga.Kimaripa it 18
learnt that besides the Xaivartas, Kumbhakiirag, Tantuvayas,
NankY, Dandi, Vanika, Mahdijanas and otliers many pi‘ofessional
groups like K&yasthas, Karanas, Lekhakas, Daivajflas, Buigajas
lived in the region. Many of these were titles of officers

and professional classes rather than castes, In the Nidhanpur
Grant of Bhjskaravarman, Janardanasvamin is called ag a
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iyayakaranika (the dispute-settler) and Haradatta as a

Kayastha (the clerk).29 Thus we see that the epigraph do

uot establish the Kiyasthas and the Karanas in the sanse of
castes, Bat in the Sutras, the Smpitis and the Mahibhirata,
Karapa has been used in the sense of a caate.a) on the.

other hand, Uanas and Vedavyi@sa take Kiyasthas as the name

of a caste.al Vedavydsa includes it among the éudras.aa

The Guanaighat copper plate inscription refers to a Kar ano-

Kayastha as thie minister in charge for peace and war.33

It indicates that originally, the Karanas and the K&yasthas
belonged to the same group. In latter period they bifurca-
ted inte two e:ron:tps.:?'4 If it was not so how oan a minister

in charge for peace and war be regardedl as a mere 8cribe ?

36 ‘ 36
Some modern witers like Hiandarkar and J.C.Ghosh
hold the view that the Kayasthas were descended from the

Nigara Bri@lmanas because of the likeness of thelr surnames,

But N.N.Vasu has suggestel that bothh thie tradition and
genealogical records of the Kiyasthas of Kamarlipa testify
to their affiliations with the Kgatriyas.>: At present the
_lit_g_y__as_t_lgﬂs of Assam are given a position next to the
Bralmagas.as

Another allied class, mentioned in the epigraphs, 1s
Lekhaka -~ meaning a scribe. Sumantu, who is quoted in the

Parfisara Madhaviys, considers food of a Lekhaka as unfit
for a Bré.hmg}a.ag The Smyitl Candrikid of B;haspati speaks
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. the Ganakas and Lekhakas as dvijas and it is prescribed
40

ghat they are to be associated with justice in a court.
Regarding the Gajnakas and the Daivajilas it is said in the
Jensus Report, 1891, that "In the Surma Valley, as in Bengal,

their rank is so low that the Navasdkh3s refuse to take.

thair water, but in the Bralmaputra valley their position

15 ohe 0ol much greater respectability. Here they claim to
rank as Srawmapas still, but ... they can not act as prie'st‘s.
There is, however, no doubt that althiough socially inferior
to Br3lmanas, they rank above all other castes, thelr high
position being doubtless due to the favour in which they

were held by the Ahom and Koch king.“41

Prasthanakalasa, tlie composer of the éuhha.ﬁkarapﬁt.aka N

42 P.Ne.Bhattacharya does not

43 g

Grant of Dharmapila was a Vaidya,
believe that the term 'Vaidya' was the name of a caste.
in the 8th century, there existed a caste named Vaidya in
south India,** e Ambasthas, otherwise called Valdyan of the
Tamil country, follows principally the profession of the barbar
and surgeon; but he is usually regarded as nas.var (bad luck),
He has no entrance in the houses of Brilmanas on -ome speci-
fial days. Te name Ambagtiasbecomes Ambattan in Tamil spelling
aid pronowiciation and means a barbar in the Tamil lm1auage.45

Qhisaka, another class of physician Ls again mentioned in the
Nagfion Grant of Balavarmm1.46 According to Uéanas, the Bhjgaka
was thie offspring of a Brilmapa father through a Kgatriya wife.‘mF
The Bhigakas had to learn the Ayurvela in its eight parts or
astronomy, astrology and rna.’chema’(‘.j.cs.q'8

A Flhio TAatuem v P omom o d o 1m e T it omoem v de om ot dle o ITE et 4 n
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hock Inscription of Harjjaraverman refers to Kalvartas
whose duty was to collect tols on the rivers.?? according
to Manu a Kaivarta is the offspring of a Nighda father
through a Ayogava wife.,%0 AN.Pose has suggestel that
the Kaivartas are identical with the XKevattas of the Pali
texts?l Whatever thelr origin, they have been included
among the Sudras. In the 19th century they were divided
into several classes. The two main divisions of them are

the Halova Keyots and the Jalova Keyots, The formmer are
82

mainly cultivators, while the latter are fishermen,

From the epigraphs we come to know about the
Kumhbakdras and the Tantuviyas. The origin of the XKumhha.-
k@ras is not definitely known., USanas thinks that they are

the offsprings of a Br&wapa and a Vaidya woman though

Vedavyasa and Devala include them among the §udras.53 Now

in Assan there are two classes of Kumbhakiras - Kamaras and

Hidas, the latter being regardel as inferior to the former.

Marriage Ls not allowel between these two c¢lasses, At the
time of making pottery the Kumiras use wheels but the
pottery of the Hidas is hand-mmie?s As the _Tantuv'a'yas
are excluded from the sacrificial rites, they are regarded
as Sudras by Patanjali, But at present in Assam the term
Ta$Y f.e.y tho Tantuviya is regarded as a professional

class. Now, even thie members of higher class group take to
this profession at lelsure periods.



The Pagpabhadri Grant of Dharmapala refers to the
term antaja meaning low e:asi:e..56 There 18 another reference
in the seid grant Dijjarati-H&di.”’ B.K.Barus has suggested
that the term H&1 may mean the _HE caste of to.day who
are linked wi.th-_-the Doma and the Candfila, Now in Assam

thetr position have been improved much as they have taken
largely to trade and to work in gold.58

Eeonomy : Riverine Character of the Settlement

The people of Prig)yotiga-Kamariipa were mainly agri-

. cultural, though cattle hreeding, forest products and industry
helpal to the development of economy of the land, Cultiva-
tion of rice was thelr chief employment, But as the pressure
on land increased day by day, perhaps due to increase of
popualation, demand for more cultivable land was felt gradua-
lly. As a result, people of Pragjyotige-Kimarlpa were forced
to bring waste lands, jungles, mountainous regions under

cultivation, 59

But interestingly enough, most of the inhabited and
cultivated areas of Prigjyotisa~-Kimartpa, lay within the
valley of Bralmaputra or by the sides of other rivers which
is evident from the epigraphs., Mayarafilmalagrahiirs which
was granted to more than 200 Brilmmagas in the 7th century
AJ.D. was marked off almost fully by the KauSika and the
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cuging river hals.”® GuheSvara bDigdola Vpddhagrima, as
mantioned in the Pugpabhiadri Grant of Dharmapala, was surro-
anded by the rivers Jaugalla and Bekkasugka and the jolis or
streams like Camydla, Nekkadenll, Sihga and the Dijamakkﬁ.ﬁl
the land donated by the Guwdkuchi Grant of Indrapdla was

marked off by the rivers Kah@iravijola, Sakhotakajola,
srotasi jola :fsft‘.c.‘s2 Theare are many other instances wiich
prove the riverine character of the settlements of Prigjyo-

tiga-Kamartips.

Along with the cultivated areas, the capitals of the
rulers of the land were situated by the side of the river
Brahmaputra, Prigjyotiga or Prigjyotigapura which was the
ecaplital of the kings of Ehauma-Naraka dynasty and of the
legandary king Naraka, was sitnated near the Bt'almaputra.63

Haglapeévara, tiie capital of the rulers of é&'laatmnbha dynasty
was located at the site of modern Tezpur town on the north
bank of the river Bralmaputraffq' Durjjaya, the royal capital
of Ratnapila and Indrapila has been identified with the old
city of Prﬁsdyotiga.es Kimarlipanagara, the capital city of
Dharmapdla of the Pala dynasty stayed in North Gauhati just
opposite Prﬁgjyotigapurgior XAnat@nagara (K3matdpur) in
Western Kamariipa by the side of the Dharli r.tv&.w The
political centres of Pragjyotisa-Kimarlpa changed from time
+E,° u?%&e ;Sisgl:\. El’;ﬁ‘ecéixange of dynasty from lower Assam valley
Land from east to west, but the location of the capitals near

the river remalnel unchanged throughout the pariod.



208

Ownearship of Land

From the ingeriptions of the land it is learnt that
tand was the backbone of the economic life of Pragjyotisa-
Kamariipa which was divided into tliree parts . (1) Janapada
(countryside), (2) pura or nagara (city), town) and (3)}_&_.1_1_&

{Yorest land). ¢8 The janapada or the countryside was divided
into grimas or villages consisting of kgetra or arable land,

kiila or waste land, go-(pra) - carahliimi or land for cattle
grazing which was evidently locatel at the outskert of the

- - 69 ,
village and vastubhumi or huilding sites. © Bt the inscrip-

tions do not provide a great amount of data on the system of

landholding or ownership of tire land,

According to Manu, & field belongs to kim wio first
clears it of the weeds.’'C It indicates that the janas or

people were the omiers of Janapadas. Kautilya made distinc-
tion between Crown's land and privately ownad land over the
later of which the king had only a protective control.71 |
B.K.Barua, in this regard, lholds the opinion that
"the Kamaripa kings, following geheral northern Indian
tradition, claimed that all land belonged to tlie crown. Not
only did the king exercise this right on the lands, cultivated
or waste, but he extended his prerogative ownership over all

woods, forests, ferries, mines etc. Bat the recorded



procedure of granting land to the Rrahmanas, as described

in the copper-plates raises a very iwportant issue regarding
the Indian theory of c¢rown ownership. In certaln cases, king;
when giving away land, communicated the order not to the
state officials concerned but to the Bralmanas arxl leading
men of the district (Samupastiita-BrBmanddi .., pramukha
Janapadén ... yath3k3la - bh3vinopi S,?N%‘a'nanap'ﬁr -
Yvammanayati bodhayatl samadhisati ca')\"

But repudiating wX«wwityes tho above theory, Barua
himself remarks elsewhere "“thie major part of the cultivable
land was held by the agriculturists who farmed it ... The
right of occupation was hereditary, subject to the payment
of dues and taxes to the king's offigers or representa.

tives.73

Actually in AnCilent India the question of ownersiip
of land by the king and individuals differedfomplace to
place and in time to time, It has bean suggested that in ‘
practice the tillers of the 80lil were the ultimate owners
of lands, the king's rights being normally con.f.ined to

eviction for non-payment of tnxes.'M'

King's proprietory
right seems to have extended to his own estates, including
his right over forests, mines etc, There is in faoct no genuine
evidence of ascribing to the king the ultimate ownership of

the soil. The king's relations with cultivators can be
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better explained by refarence to his duty of protection of
uis subjects, in return for which he received revenue from
the cultivatorg, and so long as the latter paid their dgeﬂ,
thhe ommarsiilp of the soll remained with them, It 18 true
that there is no clear evidence to show what view prevailed
in Ancient Assam, but it appears that the royal claim to
ultimate ownership, as in other parts of Iniia, if made at
all, had no effect on the peasant, who pald his duss to the

State and who was, therefore, the real owner of the soil.

Therefore, whenever a king donated a land to any
individual Brahmana or a group of Brilmmapas, he did so from

his om estate. In cpse of public land, he normally hal no
right to hand over it to others, Here, he might alienate
only his right of exacting tax from the tillers to the
dones, The eplgraphs of Priglyotisa-Kamamipa are silent
about such type of the donated land, Xelth has suggested
that when the king donated land, he granted not ownership
but privilege, such as the right to recealve dues and main.
7S ¢ it was s0o, then the lands
donated by the kxings of Prigjyotisa-KZmariipa were public
land,

tenance from the cultivators.

Besides the Crown land and private land, tihere ware
also tribal lands on the fringesof the land which was hardly
inflaenced by Arysn culture. It appears that the communal or
tribal ownership of the land sub-divided into family owner-
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shipy prevalled among them. Thus the Angaml Nagas wlio are
1ivided into three main divisions are again sub-divided into
more than thirty communities known as Khel who are exngamous
and not unoften aengaged in blood feuds, This pmvéé that
each Khel had under it a particular portion of territory
which they jointly owned among different _K__h__g_]_. famii.les.'?s
again, among the Ao Nagas, each village is & amall republic
and though the village headmen exists, thelr authority is
very weak, The Sema Nagas, however, exiidit & different
character. In the Sema territory, the herelitory village
citi efs are thie real owners of the land and their subjects
cultivate the land for nothing and only get what the chiels
are pleased to bestow on them. And it is not wlikely that

such systems prevailed among the tribes of Assam since the

early days.w

Mode of Cultivation

Before the use of plough, agriculture in Pragjyotiga-
Kamaripa was carriel on through the method of ! Jhuming' or
shifting cultivation.78 There are still several regions in
India where people depend mainly on this system of agricul.
ture. Some of thiese are Arunachal Pradesh, the Naga Hills
(Mizo), the Garo Hills, the Khast Hills etc. £n Assam;
Tripura; Sikkim; Biutanj the mountalns of Ku:;njhar.and
Koraput in Orissa; the Abujhmar Hills and Mandla District
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{r Uadhya Pradesh; soms of the HL1ls of Kerala etc. o

We have a clear picture of the process of Jhum-
raliivation in the following paragraph '

"ihen a piece of land is selected, the trees or
bushes are cut down to a certain extent, allowed to dry
and then set on fire. In the land clearel, seeds are sowmn
in little holes dug in the grownd or they are broadcast.
Here, no plough is useld and no animal is euployed ...
Such a field which i3 not replenishel by manure (except the
ashes obtained from firing) gives a diminishing rsturn and
18 practically exhausted in ¢two or three years' time. Then
the farmer moves over to a new patch of juigle, and allows
plants to grow on the abandoned field,.., When the abandﬁneﬁ
fields are once more covered by an adequate cover of plantse,

the famer may return to it for cropping again."ao

A more complicatel process of cultivation started
with the introduction of the use of hoes and ploughs. Ihié
process of cultivation has been reflected in the epigraplhs
of the land - particularly in the agrabhirg settlements.>t
References of ploughs indicate that iron ploughshares, as
prescribed by Brhaspati, was in vogue in PrEsJyOtiga -
K3marpa as in other parts of India.82 From writings of
Cosmas, it 1s learnt that some people used thick rhinoceros
akin in thelr plough insteal of iron.>° As rhincoeros is

found in large number in Assam, we may think that such



practice was also followed in Prigjlyotisa-Kamarlpa, though

there 18 NO any reference.or

As we have seen earlier that most of the agr.tcultura.l
lands were situatel by the side of any river, specially the
Brahmaputra, people of the land took due care against thelr
plougheland from becoming overfloodel causing damage to the

orops 085

Agricultural Products and Plants of Prigjyotiga-K&marlpa

Rlce seemad to be the dominant crop of the land, The
extensive cultivation of paddy in Pragjyotiga-Kémaridpa is
proved by the fact that whelever & land grant of the region
desoribes tiie areas of a donated land it is expressed in
terns of the measures of paddy it produces. There are three
kinds of rice viz., 53li, bio and dh., $ali 18 & winter crop
which grows on low lying land, Bio grows mainly on marshg;
‘land in deep water while 3hu is usuallybyoddcast in spring
time giving coarse rice, There are references of more than
hundred varieties of paddy in the early Assamese literature

such as JShingd, mElbhog, bagltara, cakowd, rahgé 8U,

migurl, sfgar 83lt etc.,

That sugar cane was also cultivated in Pragjyotisa-

Kanarlipa is evident from the fact that the presents of
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phaskara to Harga included guda (molasses) - & preparation
from sugar cr—.tne..a6 According to Cazim, the sugar cane of
Assam "excels in softhess and sweetness and is of three

37

coloursy red, black and white, The Bargoon Grant mentions

1&bukutikgetra meaning a land for cultivation of gourds.

From this we may Lold that cultivation of gourd was well-
known in the region. Besides rice and sugar caie, ‘there were
plantation of various fruit trees which has been mentioned
both in the inscriptions and literature, The epigraphs
mention Kaptdphala (Jjack fruit), Amra (mango), Jambu (eugenia

jambollana), Sriphala, DumbarI (fig), S3khotaka (walnut),
Badari (jujube), Lakuca, Nglaka (a kind of btread-fruit tree),
Betasa (gamboze) Puga (bete‘l nut), Coraka (a kind of wild
palm tree), "mdraksa (bead tree) and various kinds of cltron

trees.gg Yuan Chwalg states that in Kimaripa “the jackfruit
and coconut were in great estean though plmtiful."ag The
extensive cultivation of areca nut and betel vine is proved
by both literature and inscriptions.go From Cazim's record
it 1s known that "Assam produces mangoes, plantains, Jacks,

oranges, citrons, limes, pineapples and punialeh, a species

of amleh which has such an excellence of flavour that every
person who tastes it, prefers it to the plum, There were

also coconut trees, pepper vines, areca trees and sadilz
{malabothrum) in great *:;w.a:nt:.’:.'('.:;r."9l In the Yogini Tantra
mention has been made of haridrd (tummeric), ardraka (ginger),

Jiraka (cumin), pippaliyaka (long pepper), marfca (pepper),
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sarigd (mustard), Karpara etc.”? Tere are names of some

trees including sarala (pine), 8il, candana and aguru in
3

the Kalik3 Purapa.’

Among the trees found in forests mentlon may be made
of Vvaga (Fiscus Indica) alternatively also called Advattha,2?
it 1s used by the people for many rellgious purposes. Maihu.
rhdvattha 1s another tree, usel for rearing lac insects,®®
§xmalf is the silk-cotton tree. Other important trees,
mostly found in the forests of the land are X&Simbala,

Devadiru, suvargodiru, Khadira (acacia catechu), Odiamma

(bischoffiajavanice), Paml, Khokan (durbanga soneratioides),

Gamari (gmelina), TitScampd (micheliachampca), Hi jal, PAElali
096

(pitali) and various kinds of bamboos.

Industries anl Crafts

The development of Aifferent industries and crafts in
Prag jyotisa-Kimarfipa 1s evidenced by literature, foreign
accounts and epigraphy. ™ese mention people of various
professions such as weavers, spinners, dyers, smiths, workers
in ivory, metal, wood, cane, bamboo e‘bc.97 Anong different
industries weaving was an important one whiclh developed in
the region from very early times. In the Xalikd Purfpa a.nd in

the Hargsacarita, there are references of Karpasa (cotton)
98

garments. The former, further mentions the manufacture of
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aollen garments (kambala), bark cloths (valka), silk (kosala)
and hemp cloth (5§r,1avastraﬁa). The art of sericulture and

rearing of cocoons for the manufacture of varied silk cloths

ware known to the people of Prigjyotisa-KamarUpa from the
time of the Rimiyana and the Arthafistra, The former has

mentioned Magadha, Aiga, Pudra and the *country of Cocoon
rearers'loo which was none but Xamaripa lying to the east
of Puxgg.ra.lol The classical sources fincluding the Pperiplus
refer to both raw and manufactured silk from 'minaloz or
Assm.loa Aecording to Schoff the silk industry originated
in China and from there it reached to Assam and other parts
of India.lm But Watt thinks it originated first in Manipur
and then reached to China}os There are three varieties of
Indian silk known as Pata, Indi and Mugd. The Mugf silk
originated in Assam had a world-wide reputation and had a

foretgn market. The Bndi silk is very warm and suitable for

use In winter is manufactured in Assam,

Besides weaving, gold washing and manufacture of jewe-
llery was another important industry of Prigjyotisa~Kimaripa.
Gold was found in the rivers of the land, namely, Subbansirl,
Dikhan, Jaglo, Dihong, Bharali and Dhansiri. The Tezpur Grant
of Vanamala says that the river Lauhitya carried down gold-
dust from the gold bearing boulders of Kailida mot:m‘t:a.i.m]'06
The S£1impur Grant mentions that king Jayapdéla donated gold
equal to his own weight to a Brihmapa (fulys purugadfing) along
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witu nine hundred gold <:o.’t.ns.:"07 From the Tabdqdt - 1 - Nasiri
it is known that there was numerous idols both of gold and .
silver, w age=ditwae, a huge image of beaten gold welghing
two or thiree thousand maunds in a temple in Kamariipa.

Fobinson and Hanter find some traces of silver in
Assam in minute quantities.mg K.lL.Barua thinks that Gaullika
located by Ehattasvimin in Kamartipa is probably Gulla or
Ghulla in the Goalpara district which produced silver,i®
The existence of copper is indicated by the Bargion Grant of
Ratnap3la where we find the occurance of the term 'Kamalakara! 11
- The term Kamala means coppnsfr.:l'12 The existing remains of the
copper tenple of Sadiya is a proof of works on copper. Besides
copper plate inscriptions of different kings of Prégiyotiga -

Kamarfipa 18 another proof of the existence and use of copper.

From the Bargion Grant of Ratnapila we come to know
that there were many shops of merchants where varieties of
ornaments were available (vipandvaddhritapidmarsgagitfobhlshta
(bhota) vira vapi jom nikaraih prakirnﬁ).m Besides, use of

ornaments by the people of the land is proved by many sculp-

tured coins of our period, The Kalikd Purina refers to orna-

ments of gold, silver, bellmetal and even of iroh.lm The

best example of the art of Jewellery may be visualized in the
list of presents sent by Bhaldskara to Harga which included the
abbhoga umbrella, ornamentad with jewelled ribs; ornaments,

which crimsoned the heavenly spaces with the light of the
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tinest Jaus; shining crest Jewels; pearl necklaces which
secmal the source of the milk-ocean's whiteness; quantities
of pearls, shells, sapphire and other drinking vessels made
by skilful artists; bright gold leaf-work; various birds
withh the necks bound in golden fetters and enclosed in gold
nainted cages.lls It indicates that working in so:_l.d and
Jewallery reached almost the point of perfection in the
period uxler our study,

Othrer Lndustries like iron, salt, wood ard minor crafts
like leathier work, stone work, brick work, pottery, ivory,
canhe, bamboc etc. developed to a great extent in the region.
This industrial progress not only made the people self-suffi-
cient but also helpel the land in Llts external trade.

lMedium of Exchange

In the palaeolithic period, people did not feelthe
necedasity of means of exchange as the basis of subsistence
was huting and food gathering., But with the passage of time,
whan the primitive socieoty developed and the political and
economic relationshilp among different groups of peoples and
tribes gradually cropped up, they required means of exchange
in their economic undertakings. The earliest transactions

ware made through a systen of barter., For this cattle, animal
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sk ins, garments, rice, cowries etc. Were usel in ancient

115 pit we are totally

isssuam as in other parts of India,
i dark how and when coins appeared as a medium of exchange

in Pragljyotisa - Kimaripa. From the Hargacarita we come to

xnow that the presents of BEh@iskara to Harga included 'heaps

117 We £ind another refereice of

of black and white cowries!
cowries in the Tezpur Rock Inscription of Harjjaravarman
where mention has been made of a penalty of a hundred cowries
for the infringement of a certaln state regulati.on.lls The
axisteiice of a copper mine as mentioned in the Grant of
Ratnapala helps us to belleve that copper was used for
coinage 4n the region, though?:such coin has so far come to

our notice. Silver was also used for coinage. In the Tezpur

region a number of silver coins have been discovered which
are minted in the names of Harjjaravarmaa and Vanam3la,120

Gold coins weare also in circulation in Pr3gjyotiga - Kamaripa
is proved by the recent discovery of 14 ¢old coins of the
Gupta type from Paglatekar near Goalpara, by the State
Department of Archaeology, Guwahati.lzl In this comnection

we may refer to the donation of 900 gold coizns to a Brahmana

by king Jayapala in the éilimpur -:‘:rant;.l22 It is thus possible
that cowry shells were meant for all types of ordinary tran-
sactions, though barter system was not altogether discarded.
The silver and gold coins were not meant for ordinary business
transactions, and their use were mainly confined to gifts and
donations, and alsc possibly meant for foreign trade exchanges,
1f any,
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Nature of the Socio-Economic System of Priglyotiga-K@marapa

In the post-Gupta period or even bafore we find some
ramarkable chianges in the sncio.economic or politico-economic
structure of India. Tiis new structure has been termed as
Fendalism by scholars like R.S.Sharma and Pomila Thaper.
There are some others who would like to termm it as quast.
Teudalism, feudalistic etc. > Before enterlng into the
probleam we should define the term 'feudalism',

R.S.8harna in the light of Burpopean experience
suggests that "the political essence of feudalism lay in the
organisation of the whole xiministrative structure on the
basis of land; 1ts economic essence lay in the institution
of serfdom in which peasants were attached to the soil held
by landed internmediaries placed between the king and the
actual tillers, who had to pay rent in kind and labour to
them. This system was based on a self-sufficlent economy in
which things were mainly producel for tlhie local use of the
124 In the
oplnion of D, Mukherjlee 'Foudalism' implies a system of hol-

peasants and thelr lords and not for market®

ding land by means of military tenure and hance it involves

a kind of military servic 9.125

N.R.Ray obaerves that the
word 'feadal' comes from the Latin word feadalis meaning

pertaining to a feud or fief which is synonymous with foe, 1B

But D.C.Sircar holds the opinion that there was no
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any condition attached to any land grant made by the kings

of Ancient India to the Br@limonas which were made only for

religious merit and fame.lm According to him there was no
fendalism but landlordism in Ancient Indiae ™

Bat to Dr. R.S.Sharma there is no much differaxe
between landlordism and feudalism, According to him “the
ossence of feudalism i5 the depeidence of tillers of land on
the king or the state in respect of land." He remarks that
economic self-sufficlency of a comtry is an essential

gondition of feudalism, 2>

On this point S.K.Saraswati suggests that althongh
the land grants do not refer to any kind of obligation,
stlill there must be some inhierent obligations on the part
of the beneficiaries.*® N,R.Ray goes a step further and
says, "Lf we can establish a hierarchy from top to bottom
there must be some sort of obligations:lal There are diffe-
rent types of obligations, e.g., military, political or '

economic which may differ from country to ce:m.m:J'.':/..1:32

It may be held that insplite of the fasct that the type
of feudalism in India was not identical with the feudal sys-
tan in other parts of the world and all the conditions of
feudalism are not satisfied in India, the term may ordinarily
be appliel to the prevalling economic condition of India.

Under this background we shall axamine the socio-

economic set up of Prigjyotisa - Kimarfipa and try to fdentify
the foudal trends in it.



In Priglyotisa - Kimarlpa, kings starting from EBhiti-
varman whosge rule started in C, 510 A.D, made many land grants
ro tire Sraumapas. The donated land varied in size from a
small plot of land having the capacity of yieldiﬁg 2000 units
of paddy to an area of land large enough to support more than
200 Rrdhmanas - recorded in the Nidhanpur grant of Bidskara.
varman and the Tipperah Grant of Lohanitha. The Kamaull Grant
of Valdyadeva, the Assam plates of Vallabhadeva granted
villages to the BEralmanas, In turn of land grants, the Drih.
manja donees performed religious services for obtaining spiri-
tual welfare of the donors or thelr parents. No secular res-
ponsibilities were placed upon them by tihe charter, But it
may be that they in return for land grant maintained law and
order in tie areas under thelr charges and impressed the
people to remain obedfient to the ]-tj.ng.]'a3
not supply militaries to the kings in time of war like the

The dohees did

bighops of Tngland but they played no less important role

by keeping the subjects obealient to the kl.us.l")'a'

For administrative purposes the kings divideld thelr
empire into bhuktis, mapdalas, vigayas, puras, agrahdras

{(group of villages) and gramas., Bhukti was the largest admi-

nistrative unit in Prigjyotiga - Kimaripa is provel by a
phrase in the Kumauli Grant of Vaidyadeva wiiich runs as
'éri-Prégjyotiga ~ bhuktau Kamaripa - mapdale Bala vigaye' 135

As in mapy other kingdoms of the time, the Yuvardjas who
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nalped thelr fathers in administrative affalrs may have
136 Mapdala was the next
admini strative unit which was sub.divided into numerous

actel as governors of the hiwktis,.

vigayas, From the inseriptlons of the land we get the name
of many vigayas such as Chandrapurl, Dijiinn3, Hipyoma,
Parajs, Bild, Kamarlipa, Mandi etc, Visayapati was the head

of the vigaya. From the Nidhanpur grant of Bidskaravarman

we geot the name of Sri Kgikunda who was the visayapati

137 To carry on the administration
of Chandrapuri visaya he (SrI Ksikunda) was helped by many
offio1als, 18

of chandrapurl visaya.

He had his office or adhikarana at his alhis-
1392
thina (Healquarter) Village was the lowest aiministrative

unit. From the inscriptions we get the names of many villages
such as Abhiduravitaka, Heisivd, Trayodasa, Haposa, Hhavisd,

Kafiji3, Guhedvara, Digdola, Chidl etc.t® We have little

information about the village administration, Most probably
the village houdman, helped by an advisory body or a cowicll
of eldars carried on the administration of a village, 31’

Villages were divided into pitakas, koficI and palli such as

K3sI pitaka, Vamiddevu padtaka, Vapddeva pitaka, DewunikoficI,

Khyatipalli etc.

The Yuvarajas, Visayapatis, village-headmen along

with thielr assistants were all administrative officials of
the kingdom. There were other type of officials such as

gachjvas, amityas and pmantring '.142 All of them Were members
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of a council of ministers. From the Kamauli Grant it is known
that these posts were hereditary and the Erflusanas only bold
e posts‘.""43 The Bajgang® epigraph mentions the name of
Aryyaguna or Avaguna as a vigayimStya meaning a minister in
charge of a district.¥* From the Hiyunthal grant we furtler
know the name of Mahd~Sainyapati (comnander-in-chief) Sri

Gana, Mah&Dvaradhipati (chief of the gate-keepers) sr1

Jayad eva, Mahd.-Pratihara (Chief usherer) Janirdana, Mahd-Amatya
(chief councellor) §rf Govinda and Madhusiidona and Brilmapd-

didkara (Officer-in-charge of the welfare of Irahmapas) Biatta
§rI Kantha, 145 The Uttarbarbil Grant of Balavarman IIIMS
and sonme other grants of the éélastamhha and the Pala dynasty

mention the nomes of some officials such as rajfnoaka, riaja-

putra, rajavallabha, raj}a, rijaf and ranaka, According to

D.C.Sircar the title ranaka is title of feudatory rulers and

later of the nobility.m‘? The word rijanaka also means a

feudatory, smaller than the ranaka, The rajaputra was the

crown prince but in the sanse of feudatory m.].@ Rajo-

vallabha was thie title of a cou.nti.s.n‘.:l'49

grant of Ratnapila, 150

Guchtal grant of Gopdlavarman

In the Bargaon

Guwikuchi grant of Indrapﬁlals 1

162 and Xhandmukh grant of

I)l:m:wmpa.'l.als3 we get the names of more two offictals viz,
Vigayakarana and Vyadvahirika who were in charge ol.'t‘ Judicial .

deparbnellt.lﬁ4 There is no any convinclng proof that the
kings pald these officials in cash in exchange of their

services, At the same time, no charter have yet been found
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wiiigh will prove that the kings granted land for their
sarvices. But here we may think that when the Bralmanas
who gave raligious services to the kings were paid by grants
of land, the other officials of the state were also pald

in the some way like the Brihmayas.

The law book of Manu whiclh was written most probably
in the second century provides for the payment of fiscal
officars by grants of :Lr.m.t:l.ls5 In the fifth century Erhase-
pati wrote that when a king was pleased with the services,
valour etc., of a person, he granted him a district or the
:L:I.l:e.]"ﬁf5 At one place Yuan Chwang statel that the governors,
ministers, and officials were granted a portion of land for

their personal use. 157

Under the clrcumstances we may think
that the royal officials in Prigjyotiga - Kimardpa were paid

in the grant of lands for thelr parsonal support. The charters
of land grants to the officials are not available most probably
due to the perishable nature of the material on which thaey

were recorded,

Besides the royal officials, there were feudol kings .
who raled almost independently in thelir respectiie areas and
sent annual tributes to the king. Lokandtha of the Tipperah
Grant was ohe of such feudal kings. The Nidhanpur Grant of
Bhaskaravarman mentions the 'ring of feudatories' meaning a
circle of feudal kings,98

The feudatories were grantel the revenmes of land
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tnapr stically and not the land iLtselfe If they failed to
fulfil the terms of the grants, their lands were taken back
2¥ the Kings. 7 After the death of the tenant the granted
land was taken by the king. But in practice, when éontrol of
the king becume weak, the granted land became her__el_ii.tary.leo
The land donatel to the Brilunana donees for religious purposes,
perhaps never confiscated by the king in any condition which
is proved by the admonitory verse of the inscriptions where

in most cases it is said that *who confiscates the land
becomes worm of the filth and rots with the manes and who
respects the grant gets the result of the donation®, In the
Nidhanpur grant it is stateil that no tax would be levied on
the donated land as long as the sun, the moon and the earth
will endure.lsl The expression also indicates that the donees
of the grant ware eligible to anjoy revenue of the land and

not the land itself,

The lands of the feudatories were cultivated by the
peasants - geierally S'gg&s who were in practice tied with
the land., They gave a fixed share of the total produce of
the land to thelr feudal lord, The Eralmana donees also
cultivate their land by the peasants because they could not
caltivate land by themselves due to caste laws, The aristo-
cracy ldved on the revenue from land. As the peasants became
subservient to their feudal lords, the economic and politi.cai
power x of the state were concentrated in the hands of few,
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Almost all the inscriptions donating land in Pragiyo-
tisa - Kamarlpa were issued by the kings rather than by some
tocal council or provincial ruler. But sometime foudatories
were also allowed to grant land., For example we may refer
the donation of land by Lokandtba. Lokandtha issued the
grant through his gindhivigrahika Pradogafarman who made an
application to his chief through the king's son, ptr.tn'ce
Lakghmindtha as dutaka, granting him a plot.or land in the
forest region in the visaya of Suvvubga, 62 e ruler ins.
tructed his officer to issue the plate. The officer called
upon the subordinate administration to obey the platets

instruction, The plate reads "(from his headquarters} the

Kumframdtya and his office staff (adhikarana) notify the
present and future feudatories, (mahis@mantas), e.. ad
vigayapatls (district officers) (and adhikarapas) headed by
the Brahmanas and Aryasléé. with the chief businessman and
people of the country,.* géndhd vigrahikg Prasantadeva

recorded and presumably made arrangements for the incisiiig
of the copper plate. In this way Lohanatha granted land 4o
support the temple of Ananta Nardyana and a community of
over two hundred Brihmansas.

The donation of the Mpperah grant indicates that
subordingte rulers often had thelr own fendutories, thus
building up a hierarchy. Records of subinfeudaticn by rell-
gious donees are wanting becanse they could not be recorded

on copper plates,
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The Tipperal: grant further signify that lands some-
times were donated to the temples. Another example of gran-
ting land to the temple 1s the donation made by Vallabhadeva
by his Assam plate. Vallabhadeva established a hhaktaSEilg
near the temple of Mah@deva, for the maintenance of which
he donatel seven villages along with thelr woods, thickets,
people, water and land 3 (sajhlta - Vitapa - gr&man shjalas-
thaldn dadan).’? |

The feudatories had to attend royel court on important
oocassions, They were allowed to take many titles amd various
symbols of fendal dignity. These symbols are consisted of
throne, a fly-whisk, a special designed palanquin, the riding
of an elephant in state possessions, and being heralded of
the sound of five special musical 1.nsi:.1'u.meni'.sl..:I'65 The
Nidhanpur grant mentions st Gop&la -~ the officer issuing
hundred commands received the five great $abdas (pafchamahi.

£ahda)., 166

¥When the king declared war against any other king, 1t
wag the duty of the feudal kings to help his lord by supply-
ing army.m7 We got 70 evidence of Lt in the inseriptions |
of Praglyotisa-Kamaripa, But from the Tipperah grant of
lokanitha we come to know that when Lokanatha was attacked
by another nrips, his own liege lord supplied army to help

168

his own feudatory. From this it appears that supplying

of soldlers at the time of war was a common duty not on part
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There were both crown land and land held in fief in
rraglyotisa-Kamaripa. The kings kept a sireable area as
crown land under his direct administration. They genarally
sent sfisanas to the heads and respectable 1nhab1£ants of
the villages and country parts through the vigayapatis for
of fecting good administration. But the privileges and powers
of the feadatories sometimes hampered the local autonomy
in administrative matters, It is evident from the epigraph
that the kings not only granted revenues of the land to the
donees but administrative rights were explicitly transferred
to themn, They were allowed to govern the inhabitants of the

donated places. It is stated in the XKamauli grant of Vaidya-
deva that "these two villages, demarcated by theilr four boun-
daries, free from hindrances and entry of the constables
(cattas) and their leadars (bhattas), complete with their
waters and dry lands and according to the principle of
bhucchidra free from every type of tax, are glven to Gugguli
§r¥dhara - Sarman along with four hundred (inhabitant works

169
men)

The royal revelile officials assessel wyl gollectal
different types of revennes and special charges in the crown
land. Besldes land revenne, there were different types of
reventes and special charges in Prigjyotisa-Kdmaripa such

as uparikaf_g, utklietana, Auparika, Chourodharana, dues paid

by cultivators in connection with the entrance of catta
PRS2
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and bljatta, hdstibandha, naukabandhg etc., which we have
discussed elsewhere, This led to the econcmic depression of

the peasantry. Tie increasing number of intermeiliaries also
forced the peasants to pay extra taxes who might have exacted
new dues for their own maintenance. The _B.:_gl_u_nsl_n doneos
collected all those taxes from the peasants which were
collected earlier by the king's reveite officials. This is
clear from the Kamanll grant of vValdyadeva which states that
the donated villages were "to be provided with all sources
of revenne (sarvayopaya sahyuktam) and *to be madg:fz?om all

kinds of regular and irregular taxes (Karopaakaravarjji.tm&):l?o

Collection of taxes by the intermeliaries not only weakened
the position of the peasantry but also that of the king ¥who

suffered from the diversion of 1mome"l71

It is stated Lin the Bargion grant of Ratnapala that
wlien the twenty-first king of that line, nomed Tyigasimha
retired to heaven without an heir, the high officials ard
important members of the State l.e., the feudatories selected
Sri Bralmapila as the king because of his relationship with
the family of Naraka.l72 It indicates that the role of the
feudatories at that time was so high in the poliiics of the
country that they even gettled such important matter as the
selection of king, It may be that the kings of Pragjyotisa -
Kanartipa from the very beginning were highly alert of this
growing power of the feudatories. Helce ﬂxéy attributed

divinity in the kingship, Romila Thaapar remarks “the divine
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ogin of kingship was muchh emphasized during this period,
s was algso the king's obligation to protect the Ksatriya
+ste, which obligation assigns to the feudatories a subor-
aate position.173 The kings of Prigjyotisa - Kamarupa
:iaimed their descent through the Boar incarnation of
vigim. Some of them comparel themselves with gods. "Puig&a—
varman was like second Vigmu, Hﬁr&ya:;avarmﬂan was the divine
gakrapdpi in human form. Biitivarman was ﬁko Indra in power
and famey so were Susthitavarman and Erehmapdle. Fstnapdla
enulated the remowned good of Rima and Kysna, and was like
Purusottama and Janardana. Vaidyadeva ia comparel with

Varupa, Kuvera, Brhaspati and other deities because of

possessing thelr qualities, The rulers might have beeh S0
compared because thiereby they expecteld to recelve respect
from their subjects equal to that of godaj for Hmin gays
that even an infant king should not be despised, as he is

a great god in human form.174

In order to bringing barren tracts under cultiva-
tion, the kings of Prigjyotiga - Kamaripa ofoton donated
large areas of lands to the Bralmanas. Perhaps they thought
that such kinds of land would be of no use unless they were
brought under cultivation, Thus the area of arable land was
extended, It also helped to the colonisation of new area,
The Tipperah grant of Lokanitha is an example of such poliecy
of the ruler. By the grant Lokandtha donated an area of
Jungle lamd which was infested by wild animals in the Suvyuiga
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. gaya %O more than two hundred Brilmapas. The bowndaries
the donated lant were not demarcated, It appears that
uanfisimanta Pradogadarman at whose initiative the grant was

made, brought the Srflymang community at that place for the

worghip of god Ananta N'ériiyana.l?s But the real signifie
sance of the grant lay in bringing uncultivated land under
cultivation and now aettlenent.176 In this connection the

donation of land by the Nidhanpur grant of Hifiskaravarman
can be referrel, where it is seen that the granted land
was located in the outskirt of the empire of Hudskaravarman,

In most cases the donated lands were situated in the
midst of tribal areas, It is evident from some of the inscrip.
tions which contain many none.Sanskritic place names, clearly
of tribal origin, e.ge., the Guwahati grant.]‘?? These
BErdlmana settlemonts were outposts of the +ido-Aryan civili-
zation and its settled way of 1life in the midst of tribal
lands had a chastening influence on the primitive way of
life of the itnhabitants, These Brilmapa settlers bLad the
knowledge of calender, Seods, crops and cattle breeling.
Their duty was to encourage settled agriculture in a region
where fire farming, hoe culture mnd shifting plough cultie
vation were predoninant. 178

As agriculture became the maln source of income, prob-
lems concerning the divigion of land and inheritance gradually
becane acute. By the Nidhanpur grant land was donnted to
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.everal brothers jointlye. A good example of joint family
.ystom is found in the ParbatIyd grant of Vanamila wder
shich the four brothers Cudimani, Detobhd, Garga and Sambhil
‘tved together, But in the DIghallgdd grant of Vanamila we
see that the donatel land was divided among six brothars «
itallahara, Gaydhara, Payohara, Balahara, Canam3na and
adtydyana. The insoription mentions their respective shares
of the granted land.l‘?g '

The most contributory fastor for the development of
caste system, which is no doubt a feature of feudalism, was
the attitude of superiority assumed primarily by the higher
clagsses, The higher classes such as Brilmanas in Priz;!yotiga-
Kamariipa became powarful by acquiring politioal power and
becoming land owners. Thaey began to maintain thelr superiority
by keeping thianselves aloof from other castes. Fomjla Thapar
rightly observes, "the desire for exclusiveness on the part
of the Bralimanas led to an obsession with keeping aloof from
the lower castes in particular. Not only was the touch of the
ghand&la (outcaste) polluting but even for his shadow to
oross the path of the Brahimapa called for ritual ablation,
Such social observances reduced still further the status of
the Sudra and the .outcastes. Gradually untouchahility was
extended to even the heretical seots of quite high caste but
who were opposed to the Br'élnna_.u_aa."lao

Constant shifting of the seats of power was undoubtedly
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a disintegrating factor in the kingdom of Pri&gjyotisga-
Kamarlpa. It indicates administrative decentralization typi-
cal of fendal polity. It might be that in order to impress
thelyr power on the fendal lords the kings of Prigjlyotisa-
K@nariipa moved thelr aidministrative headquarter in different

places.

Formation of guilds and growing power of the comner=
cial classes are other features of tlie age. People of the ‘
same caste or class like the astrologers (Dalvajfiag) settled
in different parts of the country and gave thelr names to
those parts they mhabitecl.lsl The expressions of the

:’:"uhhahkara;u‘ig:ﬂa grant - Caturvvimsdati tantrinia bm'lsInmilaz

and orangi tantTapam hhﬁsimm.ma meaning ' boandary of the

land of Orangitantras' fndicate that the tantuvayas formed

there something like guilds.lg4 The bhogin and Vitteﬁasm

of the _Bargéon grant of Ratnapala who lived in the city of
Darjjaya were none but rich men, most probably merchants .
(vapik). The activities of these rich persons were not
confined within trade and comnmerce but they participatel in
important political ceremonies such as _q_!ghigdcha.lgs Thus
we see that these guilds, castes and classes had a great
influence in the administration of the country like those

in other parts of :[nud.:l.e:u.:l'87
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process of the RBrahmaputra and coverel with reed and
grass jungles, was unfit for any permanent cultivation
and habitation, The belt of sulmontane tract, also
covered with reed and grass jungles ant having a sloping
surface, was unsuitable for settled agriculture. In both
the belts the fast growthh of irrepressible weelds as a
result of heavy rainfall - once the jungles were burnt
off ~ made continuous cultivation on the same plot of
1and beyond the third or even the second year extremely
difficult axl labour consuming.
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swited to these two belts. Peasants shifted every year
from ohe plece of land to another preparing a new
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Chaptexr - VLI
Concluding Obsarvations

The culture of Prigjyotiso~Kimarlipa was composed by
botly the Aryan and the hoh-Aryan people.l Bdfore the advent
of the former, different otlniic stocks with different cultu-
ral groups of people settled in the land from earliest time,
Mis prohistorice settlonent in Priag)yotiga.tfeaclipa 1s proved
by wotl: the lithic implements aid romnants ol thelr material
sulture, [n thic early centuries of the Christian era, high
class aryans like the Brilwmanas, thae ‘_h;gzgﬂ.w and the
Kalitds came to the land from the wost and sottled in its
different parts.z Thelr sottleoment in the region remarkably
influencel the culture of the land, In the present work an
attenpt has beeon made to idantify this change whichh has bean
reflected in thie epigraphs of Prigjyotisa~Kamarfipa. They help
us to kiow that tliree major dynasties - the Varman, the é.’ilas;
tambiia and the PAla and some indeperdent rulers ruled in the

vasion from the 4th cottury A.D. to the 13th cantury A.D.

he rulers of Pragiyotisa-K3narldpa often created

LLTaLATE sottlanents for the m@_@g}g_g whichh ware recorded

1o tiie ntone or copner plates. They acted as theo documanis
af loral alzim of +he recipiaits and thelr families before

tihre Tuiure Kinss,

pynasty-wise vo can group those land donating



ivscripiions  Latoe four categories. The last cateuory
crelwdos nhe whseripvions whiech were issuad after the PAla
GorrwtYe all exardnation of the physical appearancoes and
oveaiization of the inseriptions, the social and political
msition ob the donors, thie nature ol property transfer,
ceppraphical provenances of the granted loands and the chae
rcter ol the recipients contirms this fourfold divisions.
Bacli category belongs some speeial characteristics of its
oWl: whilcli e 110t be equated witir the other., This fourfold
divisisns of the inscriptions indicates that Prigjyotisa-
RAmoriipa witnessed major historic changes during the period

o1 over elght conturies,

e fnscerintions of the Varman period may he distine
guished dne f2 following features -

T. ey o start with an adoration of éaéiédmara or
Sadteir La€e, Siva 3

II. The donations were made to Lrdhmana communities
wid hot to individual wrdlanas in general j

I17. The donated laixls were situated at the odge of
tlie enpirc, perhaps Lor strategic or for other reasons,
Probably, it was not possible for the individual brllumapas
to bring tlwse areas wder profitable cultivation. By
donating land at the odge of the arpire whare the light of
grihmonical culture had not yet reached, the Varman kings

established new rdhmanical eultural centres in those areas.

These conttres ware coneantrated in the lower Assam valley ;
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i1V, The issuing centres of the grants were Priagjyo-
tigapum and Karpasuvarna, llowever, the administrative
asantres of the NagijarI-Khanikargdon inscription and the
T pperalt grant of Lokandtha are unknown g

V. Almost all the land-granting insecriptions of

Pragjyotisa-~ndnaripa, so far have been discovered were
igsued by the kings of tlie region. But it is under the _
Vamaan period an inscription was issued by ‘& subordinate

king i.e., the Tipperah grant of Lokandtha.

The distinctive features of the inscriptions of
§31astambha period are g-
I. They start with an gnji sign which is as £
II. In the introductory part of the inseriptions
We Line that an ilvocation has been made to Siva along
with thie river Lauhitya or only of the Lauhjtya whereas
wder previous dynasty it was made only of §1va 3
LIil. All the donees of this period are individual

Brilmanas except those of the DIghallglB grant of Vanamila

vhere the donees are five brothers
IV, Some of the donations were made on the oecassion
of auspicious days ;

Ve In an inscription of this period we find the use
of pravara along with the gotra of Brdlmapa donee for-the'
first timeg .

Vi. Besides agricultural land, villa.gés wel' 2 :Izisol

aonatad by the kings of the dynasty 3
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T, Lre tne auruvabdhi urant a new unit of land meast-
serT Ar cups hoal used L.el., the pnjoka whereas wider previous

dviiusty drod wwd pdbala hiave beonl used in the Tipperah grant
st Aerreran. [T P FREE PRSPy

4 WAkanltha g

Julie it olemeriuiiy the nature of the grant, inseripe
w3 U wiLe pariad use the statament as it is given along
Go oo iws ialdi, wators ste, which is free from all troubles
on account of Tastening of elephants (liastibandha), fastening
27 boots (pank@bandhin), chourodharanag, uparikara, utkhetana

wrh srazing of anipals such as elepliants, horses, camels,
sows, Mffalnaes, ronts and sheeps. Such expression 1is also?
Tounut i tire inscriptions ol the pPala dynasty ;

I{. The epicentre from whare all the inseriptions of
tniy dynasty were issial was iIat.lapes'fvara - ]:ocatod at the_;
site oY modern Tezpur towll oir the north bank of tlie river
drrdm;q.)utr‘:l.;é fie 1livl spots ol the inscriptions, location
ol tho issuing centre of the grants and donated land indi-
cate that the political awl cultural centres of this pariéd
colicantrated in the Darrang-lowgong area of present Assan ;

X. The inscriptions of this dynasty do not mention

the date of issuing the grant,

Foliowing are the remarkable features of the Piala
inseription s~

L. The onji sisn of the inscriptions is such @ 3

[ SRy

Il. In the prenmble of the inseriptions adoration. to :

£, . . - 0 s . .
saVNie of an o rivar Ladnltya also continued in this period
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o

wnorowonnds the Last part of the rale of this dynasty we
e A 319 ML ]y % 4 3 .
17 the invoeation of Vignu which signify growing popula-
Ly ol Johsaavisn in the regiong
ili. ALL tne donated lowyls are agricultural lands and
1o vilinge has beal granted under this dynasty

TV, Lost of the donecs were the followers of K:j}va-

o - - B 2
shumia ol Yajurveda .

Y. From the time of Indrapdla it is sean that the
crants rolar to the original home of thie donees which is
cor Muiawl wsdc the previous dynasties

fi. i Lnsceriptiouns are silent about the purpose of

Jiie nnoowinduisirative centres ol this period are

AU SN U T RIS SIS 1 Eiagl:-».pegvura, Durjjayd, identified
Eejrornoopeon and Kimordpanagara which is fdentifi ed
e sonlaco in orth Goanhatd or Kamatapura (Supra, Ch.e ITIX

b LEA RS

oo e Dind gaots and issuing centres of the insceriptie-
Dy Liad ol plovelalece o8 the donated lands - all
sidicate that the political axd cultural cen:i:es of the Pala
porroc pradually roved from east to west and concentratel in
mod e hamriip district of Assam although the previous centres

-
under the salastambha dynasty did not lose its importance,

The last group which includes the inseriptions issueﬂ
after the Pdla period has been seperated from other groups{
duc to its following characteristics g-

I. Adoration to Visudeva i.e., Vigpu have been made

i~

nothe introduction of the inscriptions
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i{. bonations arvec consisted of villages and not of
aprlienitaral land g

ILI. A sepbarate type of addresses lias been nmade wder
tiiis group. In the Kamauli Greant Vaidyadeva addresses are
made to the cultivators and other citigens begining with
the Satha, the Hratta and the Vigayl l‘l_a.sa.4 In the Assam

plate, Vallobhiadeva nade the grant addressing his succo-

o . e . - .
58013, Sut in tihre inscriptions ol the $8lastambia and the

Pala period addresses are made to the Bralwanas, Vigaya-

LaTila, Yydvah@rila, R%j3s, jLﬁjﬁis, Rajnakas, Rijapyakas,

a.u\.l‘i\.n. }-ltd. a.sb-, ..1!_1.‘} U :-...xln)}l\.Lg CLCO ;

IV, ™ ceal ol the hamanll grant bears thie figure of
G o3oaton jowr-hariat wageSa which is not found in any other
iuscription ol priigjyotigu-simaripa,

Ve Thic Asscom plates ol Vallabhadeva Ls an exception
awolis the inscriptions oY the region as it has bean (a)
datal according o 5:&::1 ara, (b) its seripts have close '
atvinity with the scripts of cangal insceriptions of the same
neriod, (¢ donation was made for the maintenance of an alms
house and (d) the vhole text of the grant is in verse j

Ji., Jaidryadeva Ltssued his Kamauli Srant from Hahsakofel:
whilch was in KarGp district of Assam. The issuing centre of
tite assan plute ol Yallabhadeva is unknown., The find spots,

Iocation of the donated lands wxl issuing centres of the

{=

17

[

criptions of this group contirm our notion that the poli-

tleal and cultural controes of Prigjyotiga-Kimarupa groadually
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suiltal ifvom castori part ol tiie land to the western part.

in this conngzetion it is notable that more than
aiglity copper plates of the Ahom period have been discovereal
tili now, kost ot thar have recorded donations of EBraimattarg
and Devottara lands and few of them record appointment to
Ailiorent offices, whether of tlie State or in some teuples
and donation of Iiw{.lcar land to non-pBrihmanas. The Ahom kings
rulad in Assam from 1228 AJD, 6 upto the British occupation
of Asswn in 1824 A.D. The earliest copper plates recording
grants of land by the Ahom liings to Brihmanas or HMindu

. 7
tesnles date from the time to Gad&dharasimha,

\

Ot Iinsa o) Assan - Radrasifiha (1696-1714), Sivasimha (

Y Lsmekey wite 135 consorts, pranatihasimha (1744-51), R3jes-
varasiniia (1751-69), Loakslmisimha (1769-80), Gaurinathasimha
(1780-85), cranaladvarasinha (1795-1870) and” Chandrakintasimia
(1810-15, 1819-21) and some of thicir ministers and officers
nmate namerous land grants. The last land-donating copper -
plate inscription of the region was issued by the la.st ind g
pandant Alom king Chandrakintasimha in 1744 éals.a/]B22 A.De bY
which the king made o dhvgmatra grant in favour of the tomnple
;"‘;hiblm;ti-na-sc;ttl'a.a Liost of the donated lands as recorded
in these inscriptions are situated in Kdmartp distriet of
Assam and fev of them occassionally in Sibsagar, Darrang and
othier districts of the sald state. It indicates that the |

political and cultural cahtres of the Allom period was centred
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in KAmrap district of Assuam with Gaunhatl as the epicentre.
Mo this we omay hold, that the cultural and political
contros of Praciyotisa-Kinariipa from the time of Pala rulers
in the western part of the kingdom remained almost uncliane

ot in the oiom poriod also. .

Yo obseorve a seporate identity of the land donating

am

inscriptions ol 1-'1"“&;;]yotibjau}(.:'urlm'ﬁpa as a whole whan we
conpare it with thoso of Bengal of the same period, From the
above digceussion we leorn that certain political and cultural

contres got due importanice under the rule of a specific dynas-

[y

voin Prag jyotisa-RKanarlpa. Those cantles lost their impore
toic e wWith aynastic chonge, oabt in Bengal we find a different
photur o, rrolt very owrly tinme bBengal was divided into four
cultural recions vhich survived centuries after century., It

i evident from Ghic nunber of inseriptions issued from diffe-

rait political caitres within cach subregion from 5th century
e Vet 13EL Ceontury AJD. For instances, in the Varendra

repion nine inseriptions vare issued in the 5th Century, one
othus Gl b iy the ]_O‘L;l'; Wl olte in 12th cantury a.l.
Shpd roeedy L.t waccu=raridpar aren four inscriptions were
iosied iy tho Ot century,seven in the 10th, three in 11th,

Ledr i 1oth and Tive in 18t cattury AJD.

So for as the appeoarance concern it is seen that the
Lascriptions ol itenhgal are gencrally consisted of one plate.

The sexls attacnead to the inscriptions are of two typesg
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w L) 2Te-cast senl solderad to the middle or the top of
plate, and (2) agraved seal eut into the top ceitre of

it plabe. They tw,m‘ Aitflarent type of symbols like Gajoe
Lagpni, two-nrmed deity with wheel background, bull facing,
ricant, dea pari, cakra, Saddfiva, 1don in temple, Krishpa
and CXndra wvrestling, suh set etc.lo The number of plates
ased in o the inscriptions of Pra3giyotisa-K@marlpa vary from
o to six. There is a hole in the left side of each plate
of an inseription of the recion for tiie purpose of tagging
the hondle of ninbtes to the elephant marked seal., The seal
of the tansull gt of Unidyadeva bears the figuro ol four
fizuad e u;u“mga. e Plpperal drant ol Lokandtha is more
sifdioar to the inseriptions of sengal than that of Prigjiyo-
tisu-nimariipa oo Lt is consisted of one plate and its seal

bonrs a Gajoalokisdni symbol,

From e intornal organization of thie inscriptions
or sengal we know that there are two type of inscriptions -
(1) The property transfors authorizel by tile district admi-~

nistration and (2) the royal grants.ll The first category
inciudes nine rifth-century inscriptions, plus the Vijaya-
solin grant from Kallasarual, the four Faridpur district
grants of Gopucandra, Dharmaditya (two inscriptions) and
Samfdcnaralleva, the Dimodaragupta Grant from Damodarpur and
thae second grant of Ffaf;i‘u’ﬂ-:a from lMidnapore. 12 All these
Tifth, sixth and early soventh centuries plates indicate

thiut the consent ol district, town or village leaders was



agsentin) o~ fronsforring property. Herey in each case the

1ok was actually bought by a person from the local governing
- . . 13

potdies for his own use or for religious donation. These

nevsons held diffarent pesitions in thoe society like a

district officer (Vigsayapagi), a city major (nagara érqg_t_l_@),

Gonoble man (puiaputraia), a district trade officer (Vigaya-

yyipara)y, an agent (s&dhanika), a priest (IBrahmana), clerk-
writers ([Drzosthas), recovd-keepers (puspapilas), leading

'y

e : - , . 14
e (pulikas) and headmen (Eafumbins). The second category

ircsuces the rotadning inseriptions recording grants of iand
by tne rulm's.ls Bach inscription of this category bears a
long poetic introduction lauding the royal dynasty and the
pouers ol the rular, a donative section and a condluding
section bearing o long list of officers, who are called upon
Yo respect thoe oroant wyl o lenpgthy admonditory vet‘SeS.ls

T™r ingeription of rigjyotisa-Edmaripa are similar to this

Sceewi category of saigal inscriptions.

In nmost cgses, lilke prigiyotiga-kimarfipa, the reci-
pients of the grants of Bengal were Brilmanas having different
. ¢ o
gotras, voldasdldids and pravaras. But sometimes in the Samatata

Tepion of ZBengal iarge arcas of lands were donated to Buddhist

monasteries awyxl otheor religious institutions., Donation of
Tad to the Buddhist monasteries is totally absent in Prag-

Jyotiga-Kamarupa.



Tpigraphs ol Pragjyotisa-Kdmaridpa throw some light
on tihve socio-ccononic systom of the land, Society was based

on Jarnadharma ayd the kings of the land took great care to

maintain it. Put in course of time caste system took the

place of Varnadhorng., Huwnerous castes and sub-castes rose

into prominence. Among the lovier professional subwcastes

menticn may be made ol Kailvartas, Lumblakliras, Tantuviyas,

13yl ebe. in the society Sridwmanas enjoyed a high position,
The ralars of the region took great intarest for the settlo-
ment of high class HL":‘I‘EET_ICEJ_L.'E in the land. Teaching of Vedas
and performitice of religious activities were thelr chief
functions., But thioy often took other professions and maine
tainel their livelilwod, Agriculture, industry and trade
formal the sinews ol coconomic 1life of the people. There
viere tliree kinds of lond - royal land, land under public
oviicrship wy! laiid ander communal possegsion, Rice was

the staple food of the people and so cultivation of rice

got the highest importances. It produced highly in the fe::tile
valley of theo Bravaaputra, Besides rice, different types

of crops and fruits were cultivated in the land, Its Jungle
products includagl valnable trees, lac, silk etc. Industries
like cotton, silk, metal, wood ana miner craits like leather
Wori, stonc werl, obrick worl, pottery, ivory, cane, bamboo
aiso developed in the region. As noticad above besides cowry
sticlls, coins madc ol gold and silver weare the medium of

oxchange, although it would appear that coins in precious



metals were ganerally meant for gitts and donations to the
daserving parsonages and also Tor foreigh trades etc, Along
with those, the barter system might have also been prevalent

side by side,

Thns we sec that the socio-economic condition 6f
Prig jyotisa-Kimaripa may be compared well with that obtaining
in other parts of India in the same period. Scholars like
H.8, Sharma and Romila Thapar have observal some characteris.
tics of ferdalism in the socio-economic and palltical systenm
of India during tiic early medieval period. Those characte-
ristics of fexdalism arc also preosent in the socio-oconomic
A noliticrl srystaer of the region wuler our study., sut here
we 4o nult Uik ot exoet picture ol feudalism whichh was pre-
vailed in Puroue il the middle ages. Actually, 4t was a
proparatory stape vl fendalisme The period was chiracterised
by decentralization of fiscal and administrative authority. 7
Socliety was broadly divided into two groups. On tile one hand
theore was the king and hiis secular and religious boheficlaries.
The seocnlar beneficiaries inciuded the persons associated with

the adninistration like the rdjds, rijils, r@pakas, rijaputras,

rajavaillabhas, sf@muntas ete. The religious beheficiaries were

the learnel Erilmanas to whom the king donated land for acqui-

ring pinya or for other reasons. On the other hand there ware
18

s z
the Vaisyas and Sudras - the chicf producers of social goods,

Hing with the heln of his administrative machinegry established
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F 4
hi s omership ovar the swrplus produce of the Yaigyas and
/ -
audras and controlled its distribution. He did so by
imnosing Aifferent type of toaxes upon then who war'e most

prowably lelt witli a baroe subsistelce.

The land donated to the Brilyanas were free from all
kinds of taxes, But it will not be correct if we think that,
the poople attachol to the donated land were exeupted from
paying taxes., rrom now oh they hall to pay ail the taxes to
tihe BrZlnaya donee instead of the king, It greatly affected
the finaneial condition of the ruler, But it helpad him in

otlier ways,

Firstly, by donating land to the Br3lmapas, virgin
s0i) were ofton brought under cultivation as is reflected in

the Tipparah Grant of Lokanatha,

Secondly, it led to the Brahmanisation and acculturae-
tion of the tribal ncoples who got the knowledge of better
techmiique ol cultivation, lowlalge of season, scripts,

carader, art, Ltaraturce and a new way of higher life.

Thirdly, tne vastiess ol the country and the difficulty
ol communtication made 1t hard for the king to maintain law
arl oxier in his kingdom. dut the donation of land to thie
‘_131'__134_51':1;1119_3 mule Lt casy Lor the king to maintain law and order
in his xingdon because with the donation of land, he laid upon
the donee rilmagas the judicelal and administrative power of

[~ el

o doratar land,
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thie king to keep his hold over

Lastly, it helpel
erhiaps, such

e disputel OT stpatecically frontier arease. P

grant of piiaskaravarnile.

was thie case ol thie Hidhanpur

et e i i it
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Catalogue of Inscriptions -

Hagajari-Khanikargaon Fragmentary Stone Inscription,
Collected from Khanikargaoh of thie Sarupathar area
of the Golaghat Sub-division of the Sibsagar
district in 1972,

Grant s+ Not known,.

Issued from: Not known,

Published : Pl.C.Choudhury, JARS, XX, 1972.73, pp.3.5;
D.C.Sirear, JATH, VII, 1975-74, p. 245
MJMeSharma, IAA,; Gauliati 1978, p.303-305;
JARS, XKIX, 1986-87, ppe 12-21.

bubi Plates of Budskaravarmai,

Fownwl near a Stva tanple callel the Pm:isa;*eslvara.—

devalaya in the village of Dubi, about tliree miles

from the Pathshala station In Barpeta district of

Assom in 1950,

S SeHLv : Relissue of grant originally naile b,y;
Bhtivarman, Bhdskaravarman re-issued
tire land to certain Bralmips. Descrip-
tion of the land is not known dus to
the loss of the last plate.

Issuel from: Pragjyotigapura,

Publishel : P,D.Chondhury, JARS, XI, Nos.3-4,
pp.33-38; XII, Nos,l-2, pp.16-33,



Indian Mageum ulletin, Jawmary, 1969,
H.M.Sharmay OPe Citey PelO-34.
D.Sharma, Kémarfipadasanivall, Gauhati, 1981

D.C.8ircar, F I 4 XXX, No.47, July 1954;

part 111, p.7=-18.
Nidhanpur Plate of BhdAskaravaman.

Yound at Nidhanpur Village, 17 miles east and a little

south of Sylhet town of Bangladesh, Six of the seven

plates have been recoveread,

Grant : Re=issue of grant originally madie by
Bhativamnan, Bhidskaravaman re-issued
land which was known as Mayirasalmald-
grahdra to 205 decendants of Brilmanas
who originally received grant,

Issued froms Karhasuvarinae

fublished 3 P. N. Bhlattacharya, F 1 XII, 65-72j
£1X, 116-126; XIX, 246~50; Kamarlipasa-

émlﬁv &lI y pp - 1"‘43.

Kamalakanta Gupta, Copper Plate of Sylhet

I, 19673 liistorical and Literary Inscripe
ions, pp.235~40,.

M.k Sharma, IAA, pp.38«81,
D. Sharma, Kamaripadadanivall, Part III,
PpP.161=C6,

Tipperah Plate of Lokanatha,
Found in Tipperah distriect in 1905, exact find spot

mnknown.



Grant

"

Issued from

Puhlished

260 '

¥ahAsimanta Pradosasarman donated jungle
land in Suvwunga visaya to support service
at temple and to support community of some
200 brihmanase

Unknowie

N. X, Bhattasally, I 4§ S , XXII, 169-71j

De Co Sircary 1 H Qey XXIII, 221=41l.

A. He Dani, Indian Palaecography¥, P.133.
H. G. Basak, E.I 4 XV, pe30la1l5,

Nagaon Plate of JIvardja (rrogmentary)

round at Karaiyani Bamungaon, Palasani in Nagaon dis-

trict of Assam

Graut :

Issued from

Published

in 1988,
Jivaraja donated a land at a certain

vigaya to a brahmapa from Kamaripa,.

Unknowhe

Dr. Dc Ch.utia, JARS’ MI, NOS.].-E,
19892-90, pp.l06-14.

ruruvablhi rlate ol Harjjaravarman,

round at Kuruvabdhi Sattra in Nagaon district, few

miles away from the district head-guarter.

Grant H

Issued from

Published t

HarjJjaravarman donated a land producing
some two thousand units of a certain
moasure of paddy to a Bralwana, named
Dharesuta.

Unknown,

Dro DoClmtia, JJEES’ HVI’ l%l-gz,pol"llo



Hayunthal Plate of Harjjaravarman.

rFound one of the three plates in the Nowgong district

and now in the Mikir district of Assam in 1920.

Grant, : By this Harjjaravarman made a donation
but the name of the recipient is unknown
due to the loss of the last plate.

Issuet from : larappe$vara.

ruolisheod :+ Pe He Bhattacharya, JAHS, I, pp.109f.;

Kamara paé.ﬁémlﬁvall s DPPe44=53,

He Ma Sllama, IAA, posg—g‘lo

D. Sharma, Kimamipasddanavall, Part III,

Pe 36= 32

Uleghaligdé Plate of Vanamila,
Found i1 village Dighall under Kallabar revenue circle
ol Hagaon district in Assam in April 11, 1985,

Grant s+ Vanamila made a gift of a Khandalaka of

land in Purjjika Pradesa on the southorn
bank of the Brahmaputra to a Brahmana
Gallahara and his five brothers.

Issued from 3 ladapesvara.

Publi shed : Dr. D. Clutia, JARS, XXIX, 1986-87,
pp.J3?=523 JAS, Benuwdhar Sharma Commeng.
ration Vol. pp.202-13,.
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Tezpur pPlate ol Vanamila
round underneath the earth near the town of Tezpur,
Assam, nearabout 1840,

Grant

il

Vanamila granted a village to a brilmana

Indoka on the western side ot the river
ijisz'otﬁ.

/
Issued from s lladapesvara.

Published : JASB IX, II, 1840, Dp.766f;

P. N. Bhattacharya, Kamarpasas anavalfl,

PPeS4=T70.
Rangpur Sahitya Parishad Patrikd, No.l,i32

Bengall sal,
Me Me Sharma, JAA, DPp.95=-113.

L. Sharma, Kamardpasdsanavall, Part III,

PP« 17 3=T7C,

rarvatlyd Plate of Vanamila

dound in the villageo Parbatlyd, three miles away from

the Tezpur town of Darrang district, Assam,

Grant : Vanamala donated a village Haposagrama
belonging to the Svalpamangoka vigaya in
the northern side of the Brahmaputra to a
brahmana, named Cudamani,

Issued from : Hadapesvara.

Publi shed ¢ Pe De Choudlmry, D.CeSircar, L.I , XXIX,
PP.145-569,
. ¥. Shamma, [AA, PpP.ll4-26.



on the southern bank of the Brahmaputra
to a brahmin Srutidhara,

Lssued from

Hadapesvara.

Published Hoernle, JASB, ILXVI, Dpp.285-97.

P. N. Bhattacharya, Kﬁnarﬁpaéééan?ivan,
pp.88-1033

gangia SBhityn Potrik3d, No.2, 1317 sal,.
M. M, Bhattacharya, IAA, pp. 142-51.
L. Sharma, Kdmaripasisandvall, Part II,

ppo?l‘??.

Ulubari Plate of Balavarman III

Found in a field of No.l Ulubari village of the Nahar-

barl Monza in Darrang district, Assam in 1977,

Grant s Balavarman III donated a land capable
of yielding two thousand units of paddy
which was sliced off from the land known
as Dikkura belonging to the Manjal
vigaya on the northern bank of the |

Bralmaputra. The recipient was a Brihe

mana, hamed Bhavadeva.
+
Issued from: i{adapesvara,

rublished s M. W Shamma, IAA, ppe. 313-17.

Coratbarl Plate of Ratnapdla
The find spot is unknown,
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D. Shama, KamarGpadasanavall, Part 1I,

pp - DU'{)b L

gttarbarbil Plate of Balavarman III

roune at the village Uttarbarbil of the Howraghat area

of the present Mikir district, Assam, near about in

19563

Grant 3+ Balavaman II1I donated a land capable
of yielding two thousand units of paddy,
sliced off from the Vappadevapataka
belonging to the Varasepattana vigaya

to a Brahmana Syamadoeva,

Issued from 3 I—Iaglapeévara.

Published t Pe Co Choudlmry, Assam Sahitya Sabha
Patrikd, XV, No.3, ppe.l87-943
R.M. Nath, ibid, XVI, No.2, pp.84-28,
MlM. Sharma, JAA, pp.l27-4l.
b, Shama, Kamaripasasanfvall, Part II,

PP.€5=70

Nowgong Plate of Balavarman III
round at the village Sutargaon by the side of the river
Kalang near the small town of Puranigud@m, six miles
to the east of Nowgong, Assam, in 1893.
Grant : Balavarman III granted a land, capable
of yielding 4000 units of paddy, in an

area called Hansivd, in Dijjinnd visaya



Grant

Issued from

Published

-
*

b4

5 51+

Ratnapala granted a land, capable of
yielding 4000 units of paddy, slicad
off from the Santidasa Pattaka and

Bhattaya Pattaka belonging to the

Havriga vigaya. The Recipient was a

Bralmin, named Siddhapéla,

Hadapyaka.
M. M, Sharma, IAA, PPe0=21-0C.24

Bargacn Plate of Rathapila

The find spot is not known exactly. Recoveread from a

cultivator of the Naharhidbi village of the Bargaon

liouza ol the Tezpur sub-division of the Darrang

district, Assam, near about in 1897.

Grant

Issued from

Publi shed

»

b

Ratnapala donated a land, having the
capacity of ylelding 200C-units of paddy,
in the field of Lawkuti, ~omprising also
of a plot of land sliced off from ‘the
Hah&devapdtaka in the Trayodasagrama,

on the northern side of the Bralmaputra,
The recipient was a Bralmana, named
Viradatta,

burjjaya.

lHoernle, JASB, LXVII (189%) pp. 99ff;

P. H. Bhnttacharya, Kamarbpagddanivall,

pp. 88-1093 Rangpur Sahitya Parishad

--Eg,t.:..?_l_]:@,, ND - 1 3 1322 Salo



R Sl

- — / - .
Ne Sharma, };amampasﬁémmvali, ppe Part

Il, PDP» 78«87«

Suwalkuchi plate ol atnapdla

found at the village Suwalkuchi of Kamrup district of

Asszm in nearabout 13906.

Grant : Ratnapala donated a land, having the
capacity of yielding 3000 units of paddy,
in Kalahga visaya. The recipient was a
Brahmin, named Kamadeva,.

Issued from : Durjjaya.

Publi shed : Hoernle, JASB, LXVII, pp.1l13-32,

P. N, Bhattacharya, Kamarfipasasanavall,

Pp.116G-29; Rangpur Sahitya Parishad

Patrikd, Hos.2, 4, 1319 sal,

Y. M., Shama, IAA, pp. 17373,

e Shama, pIat ﬁgpz;é&é_gjm, rart 1l,
DPPe S8=d0, ‘

Ganhati Plate of Indrapdla
Found at the village Barpanird of the pP3tidarrang
man ja of the Ganhati sub-division of the Kimarip dis-
trict in Assam in sometime around 1863,
Grant s Indrapala donated a land, having the
capacity of ylelding 4000 units of
paddy, sliced off from the Hiavisibhimi

of thie KasI Pataka, in the Hapyomad



visaya, on the north bank of the Brah-
maputra. The recipient was a Brabwmin,
named DeSapila.

Issusd from ¢ Durjjaya.

Fublished : Hoernle, JASB, LXVI, No.l, 1897,pp.113-32.

P. N. Bhattacharya, KamarupasAsanfvall,

Pp«116-29; Rangpur Sdhitya Parisgd

Patrikd Nos.2, 4, 1319 sal,
We Mo Sh{ll'ﬁla, m, pp.l79-92-

De Sharma, Kimartna8isanavall, Part II,
pp. 91-08,

uwiltuchi Plote of Indrapdla

Found at vuwakuchi village, lying very near to the

moderin Halbarl town of the Kamarup district in Assam

in 1925,

urant : Indrap@la donated a land, having the
capacity of ylelding 2000 units of paddy,
sliced off from the Pandari bhumi belo-
nging to the district of Mandi, in the
northern bank of the Brahmaputra.

Issued from ; Durjjaya.

Published : P. N, Bhattacharya, g'iunamjmf‘sh'swla\rau,
PPel30-45; Wanspur Salidtya parisad
Patriki, 1336 sal.
M. Mo Shamma, [A4, DPp.l123-206,
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gnehtal Plate of Gopalavaman
found at the villoge Gachtal, near Dabaka of tlie Nowgong
district, in Assam in 19606,
Grant : Gopdlavarman donated a plot of land
capable of ylelding elght thousand units
of paddy sliced off from KB&rikogUaﬁcl

bhumi, belonging to the Barasrojambuba

visaya. The name of the recipient is

unknown due to the loss of the last plate.

Issuned from

L 1]

Hadapyala,.
Publi shed P. C. Choudhury, JARS, XVIIL, 10638,

PP e55-00.

M. M. Sharma, LA{, DPP.207«24,
e sharma, g,@g_aﬁinaéhéamava_;i, vart 11,
pp.103-17,

Khan@much Plate of Dharmapdla
round at nhamamulh, a village of Barbhagia manja of
the Nowgohg district of Assam.

urant bharmapala donated a territory of the

L L]

hamlet of Meru yielding 2000 units of

paddy in the Puruji visaya,

*

Issued from : Unknown.

Publislhied P. D. Chowdhury, JARS, VIII, pp.l13-26G,

H. K. I?-ll(lttC.SELli, ibid, IX, pp.l-«?.
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M M. Sllﬂma, IM, pp.2%-%¢

De Sharma, K"amaﬁmuéhéanhvag, part II,

PP el118-23¢

éublmfﬂ:nrupﬁtaica Plate of bhamapdla

e rind spot

Ggrant :

Issued from

-

Published 2

is unknown,

Dhamapdla donated a plot of land having
yielding 6000 units of paddy, in the loca=
lity of Subhankarapataka, in the Dijjinnd
vigsaya. The recipients were two brahmins

- Himanga and his brother Trilocana.
Unknown.

P. N. Bhattacharya, K3maripadasanavall,
pl)ol46—67o
Ke L. Barua, IK, Appendix III,.

M. M. Sharma, IAA, pp.241-54,

D. Sharma, K3maripasddansvalf, Pert II,
Ppel24e3l,

Pugpabhadra Plate of Dhamapadla

round near thie river puspabhadra in North Gauhati,

Assan i nearabout 1909,

arant 3

Issued from

Dharmapdla granted a land, capable of
producing 10000 wnits of paddy, sliced
off from Guhe§vara~Digdola Vpddhagrima,
in the Purujl X}_&% to a Ermmaaa,

named Madlwmisadana,

Kamardpanagara,
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rubll shed : P. N. Bhrattacharya, Kamaru yasasanavys y
PP« 168-84,
K. L. Barua, LHK, aAppendix IV.
M, M. Sharma, JIAA, Pp.255-72.

D. Sharma, Kimarupasasandvall, Part II,

PPe132-32,.

Kamanli Plate of Validyadeva
Found in the village Kamauli, situated near the conflu-
ace ul the rivers Vamuni and Galigd at Varanasi in 1892,
Grant : Vadldyadeva donated two villages Santi-
pataka and Mandard in the Bad3 visaya
of the Pragjyotisa _lg{_w_i_._ of the Kama-

rupa maala to a Brahmsin Sridharadarman,

Issued from : Hans3koficl.

Publi shex : Arthar Veuis, E [ II, pp.347-58,
Se Ko Maity and he R. Mukherjee, gorpus
of Bangal Insgrj ONS8, pPpe«3I70-86,
A. K. Maitreya, Candalekhamadla,
Ip.127~-46,

M. Ma Shﬂrma, Ié!ﬂ, pp-273-90-

Assam Plate of Vallabhadeva
The find gspot is unknown,
- graut :+ Vallabhadeva granted seven villages,

Cadl, bevunikolicI, Sajjapigd, Vahgaka,
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SamsrahikofieTka, PDosipigaka and
Sonefpataka and five assistants along
with their sons and wives for the
naintenance of an alms-house,
Unlanown,

Keilwrn, El., V, pp.181-88.

Me M. Sharma, IAA, pp.231-301l1.
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