
CHAPTER - I 

C h r i s t i a n Message and Hard;^'_s _Resgonses^ 

Thomas Hardy is g e n e r a l l y c a l l e d a p e s s i m i s t , and h i s 

pessimism i s o f t en a s c r i b e d to h i s l o s s of f a i t h in C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

Th i s i s^ however, an inadequa te e x p l a n a t i o n of H a r d y ' s view of l i f e . 

In o r d e r t o g e t a comprehensive i d e a of Hardy ' s view, i t i s n e c e s s a r y 

t o c o n s i d e r c e r t a i n o t h e r t h i n g s . F i r s t , Hardy r e j e c t e d C h r i s t i a n 

t h e o l o g y b u t v a l u e d t h e C h r i s t i a n i d e a of t h e coming of a r e j u v e n a t e d 

world t h r o u g h the gooo deeds of men. s e c o n d l y , he was n o t only a 

p e s s i m i s t i ^ u t a l s o a m e l i o r i s t and, though the r e j e c t i o n of c h r i s t i a n 

t heo logy was t h e immediate cause of h i s pess imism, the deeper cause 

was h i s i d e a of t h e b l i n d Wil l as working in t h e wor ld — an idea 

wnich, modi f i ed on an e v o l u t i o n a r y l i n e , was a t t h e b a s i s of h i s 

m e l i o r i s m , t o o . F i n a l l y , h i s e v o l u t i o n a r y i a e a of t h e dawning of 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s on the i r r a t i o n a l Wi l l combined i t s e l f w i t h h i s 

C h r i s t i a n f a i t h in man — t h e e s s e n t i a l goodness and p o t e n t i a l i t y of 

human n a t u r e , and gave h i s m e l i o r i s t i c v i s i o n a sound b a s i s . To 

s u b s t a n t i a t e t h e s e supplementary i c e as and snow Hardy t o oe an e s s e n ­

t i a l l y c h r i s t i a n sou l i s the ob j ec t of t h e p r e s e n t d i s s e r t a t i o n . The 

c o n t e n t i o n s w i l l be exa-nined in t h e o rde r i n whicn t hey have been 

p r e s e n t e d h e r e ; so the ques t i on of H a r d y ' s r e j e c t i n g c h r i s t i a n 

t h e o l o g y i s examined r i r s t . 



I I 

C h r i s t i a n i t y entered the world with the joyful t i d i n g s of 

the coming of the }<,±ngdom of God, The hopeful message Chr i s t and the 

apos t les announced t o the hearing of the world was about the imminence 

of the coming of the divine kingdom. In tne Apocalyptic books of the 

Jewish race there appeared repeatedly the f igure of the son of Man, 

the Anointed one (Messiah^, appointed before the beginning of c rea t ion , 

to the task of judging the ear th and e s t a b l i s h i n g the re ign of 

r ighteousness on e a r t h . The ifewish people l i v ing in t r a v a i l under the 

t y r ann i ca l r u l e r s of Pa les t ine were eager to be l ieve in any prophecy 

about the coming of the iMessiah and Kingdom of God. John the Bapt i s t 

was a messenger hera lc ing the coming of one grea te r than himself and 

discovered in Jesus of Nazareth the d iv ine ly appointed agent sent to 

e s t a b l i s h the j^ingdom of Heaven. J e s u s , himself a Jew, shared in 

the b e l i e f of h is race in the speedy, cataclysmic end of t h i s world 

and the coming of a new world where the humil iated and oppressed would' 

be given joy and happiness. He had l i t t l e doubt in h i s predest ined 

ro le of the Messiah. So, on the shores of the sea of Gal i l ee he. 

preached about the coming of the divine kingdom : "The time i s fu l ­

f i l l e d and the kingdom of God i s at hand. Repent Ye and bel ieve in the 

• . . . 1 gospel" . 

Jesus died on the Cross, but t h a t was no cause for the believer'.-3 

d i s i l l u s ionmen t , for they remembered I s i a h ' s prophecy t n a t the chosen 



servant of God would be wounded for the treansgression of h is people 

and bear t h e i r i n e q u i t i e s . So they only waited for J e s u s ' s re turn 

t o e s t a b l i s h the promised l^ingdom on e a r t h . That Jesus would speedi ly 

re tu rn t o r e s to r e a l l things was the sum and substance of the t each­

ing of the d i s c i p l e s . They roused hope in people by proclaiming 

boldly t h a t the ascended Chris t would re tu rn t o "judge the world and 

inaugurate the kingdom of Heaven : 

"Wixen the Son of Man s h a l l come in his glory and a l l the 
he 

holy angels with him, then s h a l l be s i t upon the throne of h is glory { 

And before him sha l l be gathered a l l nat ions and he s h a l l separate 

them, as a shepherd d iv ide th h is sheep from the goa ts . And he s h a l l 

se t the sheep on h is r i g h t hand, but the goats on the l e f t . Then 

s h a l l the king say unto them on the r i g h t hand, come ye blessed of 

my Father^ i n h e r i t the kingdom prepared for you from the founaation 

of the world"^. 

This i s the hopeful message, the gospel, C h r i s t i a n i t y brought 

t o mankino. The del iverance of the souls enter ing the heavenly kingdom 

i s given in the Revelation s "And God s h a l l wipe away a l l t e a r s from 

t h e i r eyes ; and there sha l l be no more aea th , ne i the r sorrow, nor 

crying, n e i t h e r s h a l l there be any niore pa in ; for the former tnings 
3 

are passed away" . 

But,what w i l l give man an access i n to the d ivine kingdom? 

What w i l l make hin. worthy of being chosen for the e t e r n a l b l i s s of 



the kingdom of God? The be l i evers would say : Fa i th in Chr i s t ; 

be l ie f in the gospel . 

This message gave the early C h r i s t i a n s the s t rength t o 

endure chee r fu l ly the persecution tha t broke out on them, and i t 

gives the be l i eve r s of a l l ages the courage to face the t r i a l s and 

t r i b u l a t i o n s of l i f e . But, what i s t h i s hope b u i l t upon? Fa i th . The 

kingdom i s not fashioned by human hands; i t descends a l l complete 

from on high. The del iverance from suf fe r ing and pain i s not achieved 

through human might or power, but by the s p i r i t of the Living God 

who broods as i t were over the whole process of c r ea t i on , redemption 

and r e s t o r a t i o n . There i s an undercurrent of supernatural ism in t h i s 

view of del iverance of mankinc. This message of the heavenly kingdom 

i s based on c h r i s t i a n theology and has i t s appeal to che be l i eve r s , 

but t o one who has renounced Chris t ian theology and refuses to be l ieve 

in the supernatura l i t means nothing. Here i t must be mentioned t h a t 

a r a t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the gospel i s qui te pos s ib l e , and such 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n does not make the c h r i s t i a n message any l e s s forceful 

and convincing, but i t has ever been opposed by the orthodox who 

a s se r t tha t "the contents of the c h r i s t i a n doctr ine i s not only above 

reason, but a l so , in a c e r t a in sense, cont ra ry to reason". The 

orthodox c l i n g to the theologica l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the message and 

take the gospel of the coming of the kingdom of God in a l i t e r a l 

sense, but the rat ional-minded c h r i s t i a n s de l igh t in scoffing at the 

be l i e f oi the credulous. 



The so-ca l led un-Chris t ian views of Thomas Hardy are but the 

r e a c t i o n s of the r a t i o n a l mind t o the c r e d u l i t y of the orthodox. The 

charge of r e j e c t i n g Chr i s t ian Eli^lmLiuai f a i t h genera l ly brought aga ins t 

Hardy i s only pa r t l y t r ue , for he renounced c h r i s t i a n theology^ but 

the more important aspect of C h r i s t i a n i t y v i z . c h r i s t i a n e t h i c s , 

remained with him the i n f a l l i b l e guide for human conduct. We s h a l l see 

in course of our discussion tha t the means of ameliorat ion suggested 

by him i s fundamentally based on the c h r i s t i a n e t h i c s . He was a 

c h r i s t i a n in s p i r i t , though not in f a i t h . That he renounced c h r i s t i a n 

theology and, with i t , the orthodox, l i t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the 

message of the coming of the divine kingdom i s , however^true enough. 

The following passages deal with t h i s po in t . 

C h r i s t i a n theology conceives of God as a Personal Power, and 

speaks of t he divine sonship of man, and Hardy r e j e c t s these views. 

In the poem A Drearn Question, we hear God say, 

Another such a vani ty 
In w i t l e s s weak humanity 
Is thinking tha t of those a l l 
Through space a t my d isposa l 
Man's shape must needs resemble 
M i n e , . . . " 

The poem h i n t s a t the absurdi ty of the anthropomorphic view of God 

and theomorphic view of man, expressed in the b i b l i c a l phrase 

"God made man in His own image". The words God speaks here are aimed 

a t demolishing the ideas of the theo log ians . 
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Again, as to the divine sonship of man. Hardy wr i t e s in 

Drinking Song, 

Next t h i s strange message Derwin b r ings , 
(Though saying h i s say 
In a quiet way^; 

//e a l l are one with creeping th ings , 
And apes and men 
Blood-brethren 

5 
And Likewise r e p t i l e forms with s t ings" , 

Hardy, who had been among the e a r l i e s t acclaimers of .the Origin of 

Species ana refer red so e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y to Darwin's View of the 

o r ig in of human species , can hardly accept the orthodox view of the 

d iv ine sonship of man. 

Secondly, God i s regarded in Chr is t ian theology as Qranipotent 

and Ete rna l and Hardy scoffs at i t . In tne poem A P l a i n t t o Man 

God i s presented as a man-created being, fearing the doubt and 

d i s b e l i e f of the modern times th rea t en ing h i s very ex i s t ence ; 

Wherefore, 0 Man did the re come to you 
The unhappy need of c r e a t i n g me — 
A form l ike your own — for praying t o ? 
"Such a forced device", you may say, " i s meet 
For eas ing a loaded hea r t a t whi-les: 
Man needs t o conceive of , a mercy-seat , 
Somewhere above the gloomy a i s l e s , 
Of t h i s wai l ful world, or he coula not bear 



The i rk no loca l hope begu i l e s" . 
—But since I was framed in your f i r s t despa i r 
The doing without me has had no play 
in the minds of men when shadow sca re ; 
And now I dwindle day by day 
Beneath the decioed eyes of the seers 
In a l igh t t h a t w i l l not l e t me stay^ 
And to-morrow the whole of me d isappears , 
The t ru th should be to ld , and the fac t be faced 
That had best been faced in e a r l i e r years , 

In God's Funeral t h i s man-created God i s dead, and the poet 

p resen ts a view of the procession of the mourners bear ing the dead 

God. D. Schwartz comments on t h i s poem, "The God of C h r i s t i a n i t y i s 

being e sco r t ed t o h i s grave by a long l i n e of mourners who are 

descr ibed in Dantesque l i n e s and who have tncughts which are overheard 

by the p ro t agon i s t of the poem which rehearse the h i s t o r y of monotheism 
7 

from the s tandpoint of a higher c r i t i c i s m of the Bible" . 

E .F . Hardy wr i tes tha t the poem i s about the gradual decl ine 

and e x t i n c t i o n in the human race of a be l i e f in an anthropomorphic 

god. 

Th i rd ly , Chr is t i s bel ieved by the c h r i s t i a n s t o be the Son 

of God^ and the b i r t h of Jesus i s , the re fore , shrouded in mystery. 

Hardy r e j e c t s t h i s view, too . In Drinkinig song he reminds us, 

"And when t h i s philosopher had done 

Came doctor ^ e y n e : 

Speaking p la in he 
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Proved no v i r g i n bore a son 
Such t a l e , indeed, 
Helps not our creed 

8 He said, A t a l e long known t o none" . 

This i s Hardy's views of God and Son of God. i f we examine h i s 

views of the Bible , we sha l l see t h a t what he apprec ia tes in the 

Bible i s no t the au then t i c i t y of the ch ron ic l e s , bu t the a r t of 

na r r a t i on , while admiring the l i t e r a r y qua l i t y , he makes the very 

a r t of n a r r a t i o n an argument for the inference t h a t the na r r a t i ve s are 

not t r u e . He w r i t e s , 

"But in these Bible l ives and adventures, there i s the 

sphe r i ca l completeness of a r t . And our f i r s t and second fee l ing t h a t 

they must be t rue because they are so impressive, becomes a thi rd 

f ee l i ng , modified to *Are they so very t r u e , af ter a l l ? Is not the 

fac t of t h e i r being so convincing an argument, not for t h e i r a c t u a l i t y 
Q 

but for t he a c t u a l i t y of a consummate a r t i s t .,,1" 

Hardy 's poetry , notes and prefaces show his depar ture from 

the views of the orthodox Chr i s t i ans / and h i s novels i nd i ca t e the 

same t h i n g . The publ ica t ion of Tess of the D'Urbervi l le in 1891 was 

the occasion tha t " s t a r t e d a rumour of Hardy's t heo log i ca l wimmm 

b e l i e f s , which l ived and grew, so t h a t i t was never completely 

ex t inguished" . what incensed the b e l i e v e r s most was Hardy's 

a u t h o r i a l observat ion in Tess j "The Pres iden t of tiie Immortals had 



11 ended h i s spor t with Tess" . Once these blasphemous words about 

God came t o be not iced, the c r i t i c s and the conurientators s t a r t e d 

t h e i r a t t ack on Hardy's un-Christ ian Views. Jude the Obscure came 

out in the f i n a l book form in 1894 and Bishop of Wakefield annotinced 

in a l e t t e r t o the papers t h a t he had thrown Hardy* s Jude i n to the 

f i r e . Edmund Gosse, a f r iendly c r i t i c of Hardy's , exclaimed in the 

Cosmopolis, an in te rna t iona l Review, in January 1896, "What has 

Providence done t o Mr. Hardy t h a t he should a r i se in the arable 
12 land of wessex and shake h i s f i s t at h i s Creator"? These reac t ions 

of the reaoers and reviewers c l e a r l y show how unwelcome h i s un­

c h r i s t i a n views were t o them. 

some inc iden t s of h i s l i f e a lso lead t o t±ie sa.'ne inference 

about Hardy's r e j e c t i o n of c h r i s t i a n theology, we may remember here 

Hardy's being present t o witness Les l ie Stephen's signing the deed 

i 
of renuncia t ion of the Holy Order. E.F. Hardy quotes from Mainland's 

Life of Les l ie Stephen Hardy's own account of i t . (See E.F. Hardy's 

Life p . 122). Comrrenting on t h i s event G. D. Klingopulos wr i tes In 

Hardy's Tales s Ancient and Hooern, " . . . i t may seem a t f i r s t a l i t t l e 

incongruous, but the scepticism of the countryrr.en was the compliment 

of the i n t e l l e c t u a l s . Probably Stephen saw in Haidy the spokesman 
13 of c o n t i n u i t i e s which, would survive an age of change" 
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whereas Stephen renounced the Holy Order, Kardy. abandoned the 

des i re to e n t e r i t for some conscient ious reason, though he cherished 

the d e s i r e e a r l y in l i f e , Emile Hardy t e l l s us , "This scheme f e l l 

through l e s s because of i t s d i f f i c u l t y than from a consc ient ious 

feel ing* a f t e r some theo log ica l study tha t he could hardly take the 

s tep with honour while holding the views which on exaniinaticn he found 

himself to hold. And so he allowed the curious scheme t o d r i f t out 

of s i g h t . ...'••'•* 

Thus both Hardy's wr i t ings and the i n c i c e n t s of h i s l i f e 

afford i n s t ances supporting the contention about h i s r e j ec t ion of the 

t heo log i ca l b e l i e f s of the orthooox C h r i s t i a n s . Hardy himself speaks 

on i t very c l e a r l y in the poem The Impercipient . 

That with t h i s b r igh t be l iev ing band 
I have no claim to be, 

That f a i th by which my comrades stand 
Seem f a n t a s i e s t o me, 

And mirage-mists t h e i r shining Land, 
Is a s t range des t iny . 

Why t h i s my soul should be consigned 
To i n f e l i c i t y 

Why always I must f e e l as b l ind 
To s igh t s my bretheren see, 

Why j o y ' s they have found l cannot f ind 
Abides a mystery. 
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Since hear t of mine knows not t h a t ease 
which they know; since i t be 

•a 

That He who breathes A l l ' s wel l t o t he se ; 
Breathes no A l l ' s Well t o we, 

My lack might move t h e i r sympathies 
And c h r i s t i a n char i ty i 

I am l ike a gazer who should mark 
An inland company 

Standing upf ingured with Hark i hark ,' 
The g lor ious d i s t a n t sea i" 

And f^el , "Alas, ' t i s but yon dark 
And wind-swept pine t o me i* 

Yet I woulc bear my shortcomings 
With meet t r a n q u i l i t y , 

But for the charge tha t b lessed th ings 
I ' d l i e f e r not have be . 

O, doth a b i rd deprived of wings 
15 Go earth-bound wi l ful ly I 

The p o e t ' s comparison of the loss of f a i t h t o the f a l l i n g of a b i rd 

"deprived of wings" po in t s to the imposs ib i l i t y of tne r e v i v a l of 
s 

f a i t h . I t i s , however, c l e a r tha t Hady w i l l bear the loss and pain 

calmly. 

L i t t l e more i s needed to prove Hardy's r e j ec t i on of the 

t heo log i ca l be l i e f of the orthodox C h r i s t i a n s . I t comes as a c o r o l l a r y , 

t he re fo re , t h a t the orthodox i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the coming of the 

kingdom of God, which i s inex t r i cab ly r e l a t e d t o t h i s theo log ica l 
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bel ie f must have appeared meaningless t o him. Chr i s t i an theology 

offers t he te leoloc- ical view of c rea t ion Which i s t h a t the Al l -

merciful Heavenly Father has c rea ted the world with the u l t imate 

purpose of leading mankind through t r i a l s and t r i b u l a t i o n s t o some 

c e l e s t i a l b l i s s . No wonoer. Hardy f inds t h i s view of the theologians 

a subject f i t for r i d i c u l e , sent by people on e a r t h , the poet approach­

es God for the amelioration of human lo t and i s bewildered to see t h a t 

God has t o t a l l y forgot ten having c rea ted anything l ike the ea r t h . 

When* a f t e r raking His mind for a long time. He remembers something 

dimly about i t . He hastens t o the conclus ion; 

"Haply i t died of doing as i t du r s t " , 

I t needs the poet to remind him, 

"Lord, i t e x i s t e t h s l i l l " , 

God then seeks to j u s t i f y His indifference t o the e a r t h i " I t l o s t 

my i n t e r e s t from the f i r s t " , and seems r a the r vexed by mankind's 

s o l i c i t a t i o n for h e l p : 

"And i t i s s t range though sad enough 
E a r t h ' s race should think t h a t one whose c a l l 
Frames, da i ly , shining spheres,of f lawless s tuff 
Must heed t h e i r t a in ted b a l l " 
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As Shown in this poem, God is too busy to come to the succour of men 

n 
who are "by hopes d i s t r augh t , and s t r i f e and s i l e n t su f fe r ings" . Then, 

what po in t i s t h e r e . Hardy would ask, in comforting ourselves by the 

thought of God's noble purpose behind Creation? What d iv ine help can 

people hope for , when God has forgot ten a l l about having created the 

ear th? Needless t o say>the.poem i s a s a r c a s t i c comment on the absurdi ty 

of the theo log ians ' t e l e o l o g i c a l view. I t i s c l e a r from our discussion 

t h a t Hardy re j ec ted Chr i s t i an theology, whether under the impact of 

the s c i e n t i f i c and r a t i o n a l i s t i c thoughts of h is age, or because of 

h i s own scep t i c temperament. But does i t amount t o h is r e j ec t i on of 

c h r i s t i a n f a i t h ? I t i s hard t o th ink so , 

I I I 

Hardy's r e j ec t i on of c h r i s t i a n theology was a p r o t e s t against 

the orthodox be l i e f in the occult and superna tu ra l , mystery and 

miracle , ga ther ing round the l i f e and teaching of Chr i s t and making 

the t r u t h of C h r i s t i a n i t y obscure. What he wanted was weeding out the 

spurious elements and holding forth the essence of C h r i s t i a n i t y , An 

observat ion^E,F. Hardy has some bearing upon the po in t . Referring 

t o the preface t o Late Lyrics and E a r l i e r the biographer wr i t e s , 

"An i n t e r e s t i n g point in t h i s preface was h i s a t t i t u d e towards 

r e l i g i o n . Through the years 1920 t o 1925 Hardy was i n t e r e s t e d in 

conjec tures on r a t i o n a l i z i n g the English Church. There had been 

rumours for some years of a revised Liturgy, and h i s hopes were 
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accordingly raised by the thought of making the Established Church 

comprehensive enough to include the majority of thinkers of the 

previous hundred years who had lost all belief in the supernatural*^ 

"when the new Prayer Book appeared however, his hopes were 

doomed to disappointment and he found that the revision had not been 

in a rationalistic direction, and from that time he lost all expecta-

18 
t i o n of seeing the church r ep resen ta t ive of mocern th inking minds* , 

This observation helps us understand what Hardy expected of 

the cus tod ians of r e l i g i o n and why he se t himself t o expos^d^ the 

a b s u r d i t i e s of the orthodox b e l i e f s , i t a l so shows t h a t he must have 

discovered beneath a l l s u p e r s t i t i o n s and make-believes the t r u t h of 

C h r i s t i a n i t y and would have i t revealed. 

While making notes on an a r t i c l e t o be wr i t t en Hardy wr i t e s , 

"Rel ig ions , r e l i g i o n , i s t o be used in the a r t i c l e in i t s modem 

sense e n t i r e l y , as being expressive of nobler f ee l i ngs towards 

humanity and emotional goodness and g rea tness , the old meaning of the 
19 word — ceremony or r i t u a l having perished or near ly" , This i s 

Hardy's idea of r e l i g i o n , and we s h a l l not be g r e a t l y mistaken if 

we assume t h a t he found in C h r i s t i a n i t y what he considered the essence 

of r e l i g i o n . Here i s another note j u s t i f y i n g tha t assumptionj 

" C h r i s t i a n i t y , nowadays, as expounded by c h r i s t i a n apo log i s t s , has 

an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r en t meaning from t h a t which i t borrie when I was 
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a boy , If I understand, i t now l i m i t s i t s e l f to the r e l i g ion of 

emotional moral i ty and al t ruism t h a t was taught by j e sus Chr i s t , or 

near ly so l i m i t s i t s e l f . . . . " 

The apo log i s t s ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of C h r i s t i a n i t y Hardy gives 

here s t r e s s e s the e t h i c a l . a s p e c t of C h r i s t i a n i t y — J e s u s ' s Sermons 

on the Mount and S t . James 's preaching about the need of good work. 

Jesus s a id , "If you love me keep my ccmmandn-ients . . . . If you keep my 

commandments, ye s h a l l abide in my love; even as i have kept my 

F a t h e r ' s commandments and abide in h i s love" . There i s in these 

words of Jesus a dem.and of e th i ca l conduct on the p a r t of h i s followers. 

Again, f a i t h — an unquestioning acceptance of the S c r i p t u r e s , i s 

regarded by the orthodox as the only th ing expeoted of the Chr i s t i ans , 

but St« James s t r e s s e s the need of work i "what doth i t p r o f i t , my 

b re th ren , though a man may say he hath f a i t h and ave not works? 

Can f a i t h save him? If a brother or s i s t e r i s naked and d e s t i t u t e 

of da i ly food. And one of you say unto them. Depart in peace, and 

be ye warmed and f i l l e d ; notwithstanding ye gave them not those th ings 

which are needful t o the body, what doth i t p r o f i t ? Even so f a i t h , 

if i t hath no works, i s dead, being a lone" . The s t r e s s on cha r i ty 

and phi lanthropy i s obvious enough in these words 

Hardy would have the Church tSsr preach about love and cheirity 

as the essence of C h r i s t i a n i t y . He wanted people to learn the teach­

ing of the Bible ; "Judge ye not, and ye s h a l l not be judged; condemn 
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2"= not , and ye s h a l l not be condensed; fo rg ive , and ye s h a l l be forgiven" " 

He was shocked t o see the unchar i tab le a t t i t u d e of the c h r i s t i a n s 

towards one another and in his Birthday no t e s , dated 2nd June/I920 

he r e f e r r e d t o t h i s loss of " d i s i n t e r e s t e d Kindness" in people . 

He wrote^/ "People are not more humane, , ; . D i s in t e r e s t ed kindness i s 

l e s s . The spontaneous goodwill t h a t used to chaxc t e r i s e the manual 

workers seems to have departed . . , . " Again, replying to a b i r thday 

l e t t e r he wrote, "All development i s of a mate r ia l and s c i e n t i f i c 

kind — and scarcely any addition t o our knowledge i s applied t o 
25 objec ts ph i l an th rop ic and ameliorat ive . . . . " Hardy's polemics in the 

novels aga ins t society and the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l Order was, in r e a l i t y , 
a. 

h i s denunciat ion of the pathy and unconcern o± the c h r i s t i a n s towards 

the d i s t r e s s e d and a f f l i c t e d . He found the Sues and the Judes s t rugg­

ling hard with passion a s sa i l i ng them anc people watchintj them with 

ind i f f e rence , scorn or wrath. He knew tha t no help could p r a c t i c a l l y 

be given t o men and women in t h e i r s t rugg le with pass ion, and t h e i r 

own s t r e n g t h alone would decide t h e i r success or f a i l u r e ; but people 

could, B î̂ ^ l e a s t ^lessen t h e i r suffer ing by t r e a t i n g them with p i t y 

and compassion. But the custodians of moral i ty condemned them, and 

people he ld them in scorn. Hardy denounced t h e i r ca l lousness and 

c r u e l t y , and by doing i t , urged them t o prove t r u e Chr i s t i ans in 

t h e i r thoughts and deeds. Hcurdy's wr i t i ngs are a long, p e r s i s t e n t 

p lea for p r ac t i s i ng the c h r i s t i a n v i r t u e s — to le rance , compassion 

and c h a r i t y . 
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Harcly* s defending the cause of Tess , a he lp less seduced g i r l , 

by c a l l i n g her "A Pure woman" shows h i s Chr i s t ian s p i r i t . His t r e a t ­

ment of Tess may remind the reader of the s tory of Jesus and the 

woman brought t o Him on the charge of adul te ry , j e su s words t o the 
2 6 woman were, "Neither do I condemn thee : go and sin no more" , With 

h is view of men and women as vict ims of passion,Hardy would perhaps 

use "na tu ra l weakness" ins tead of ' S i n ' , but there i s hardly any 

doubt tha t h i s a t t i t u d e t o Tess was exac t ly t na t of Jesus t o the 

wcanan —— the a t t i t u d e of p i ty , compassion and fo rg iveness . 

Hardy's t r a g i c novels are a fe rven t plea for p r a c t i s i n g 

Christ!an^w±J.neas in our everyday l i f e , and his war poems are a s trong 

argument for understanding among na t ions as the remedy for war. The 

war-craze of the ehrist ian countr ies shocked him and in Christmas: 

1924 he wrote , 

Peace upon ear th i was sa id , we sing I t 
Ana pay a mil l ion p r i e s t s t o br ing i t . 
After two thousand years of mass 

27 We've got as far as poison gas . 

He was shocked and pained, s t i l l with Chr i s t i an hopefulness he looked 

forward t o the time when "men s h a l l bea t t h e i r swords i n t o plowshares 

and t h e i r spears in to pruning hooks, and nat ion s h a l l not l i f t sword 
2 8 agains t na t i on , ne i the r sha l l they learn war any more" . He did not 

lose h i s Chr i s t i an f a i t h in the b e t t e r elements of human nature and 
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i n t h e poem e n t i t l e d Cry of t n e Homeless , wh i l e wish ing the P r u s s i a n 

i n v a d e r s of Belgium a " r i c h e r m a l e d i c t i o n " , he w r o t e , 

Rather l e t t h i s t h i n g b e f a l l 
In t i m e ' s h u r l i n g and u n f u r l i n g 

On t h e n i g h t when comes t h y c a l l ; -
That compassion dew thy pillciw 

And bedrenched thy senses a l l 

For t h y v i c t i m s , 
29 

"Ti l l dea th dark thee with h i s p a l l 

T h i s f a i t h i n t h e e s s e n t i a l goodness of human h e a r t was 

i n s t i l l e d i n t o him by n i s r e l i g i o n — C h r i s t i a n i t y . The impjct of t h e 

V i c t o r i a n t hough t s and h i s own " o b s t i n a t e q u e s t i o n i n g s " made i t 

d i f f i c u l t fo r him t o r e t a i n h i s b e l i e f in the or thodox view of t h e 

C r e a t o r and the C r e a t i o n , bu t f a i t h in man, wiiich I u n c e r s t a n d t o be 

t h e e s s e n c e of C h r i s t i a n t e a c h i n g , l ay ensconced in h i s h e a r t wi th 

und imin i shed l u s t r e . C h r i s t had a g r e a t f a i t h in man's moral c a p a c i t y , 

o t h e r w i s e , the com.mananients would no t have been t h e r e ; a»R- the same 

argument p roves t h a t Ha rdy ' s p l ea for t h e c h r i s t i a n v i r t u e s undoubtedly 

shows h i s C h r i s t i a n f a i t h in the goodness and n o b i l i t y of human h e a r t , 

Hardy was in t h i s r e s p e c t a t r u e c h r i s t i a n . 

T h i s f a i t h in man — the e s s e n t i a l goodness and immense 

p o t e n t i a l i t y of hum<3n h e a r t . Kindled in him C h r i s t i a n h o p e f u l n e s s , of 

c o u r s e , i n an unor thocox way. LiKe a l l unor thooox C h r i s t i a n s , he 
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regarded the message of the coming of the divine kingdom as meaning 

the process of making the i n t e r n a l ex t e rna l and found i t qui te p r a c t i ­

cable , Like the other unorthodox Chr is t ians^he viewed the coming of 

the kingdom of God as the n a t u r a l r e s u l t of man's using h i s Innate 

goodness and n o b i l i t y . Jesus* s f a i t h in man — in the goodness and 
to 

p o t e n t i a l i t y of human soul , led him^believe t h a t the seed of the 

kingdom he was sowing would sprout and grow s i l e n t l y and s t ead i l y i n t o 

a mighty t r e e t h a t would she l t e r under i t s spreading branches every­

thing on e a r t h . This i s the r a t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Chr is t ian 

message, and i t i s corroborated by J e s u s ' s Sermon on the Mount and 

St . James emphasis on "good works". If J e s u s ' s gioral teachings are 

regarded as p r a c t i c a l p ropos i t ions and ru les of conduct, the kingdom 

of God on e a r t h seems poss ib le of a t ta inment . I t -eases t o be a 

miracle and supernatura l occurrence and proves the n a t u r a l outcome 

of the good deeds of man. None with a f a i t h in man would r e j e c t t h i s 

v is ion of Jesus about a rejuvenated world as a figment of imagination, 

nor did Hardy. He believed in the prophecy of Jesus and proved a t rue 

C h r i s t i a n , I t i s in a Chr is t ian s p i r i t t h a t he wrote, 

The t r u t h snould be told, and the fac t be faced 

* * *. 

The fac t of l i f e with dependence placed 
On the human h e a r t ' s resource alone, 
In brotherhood bonded c lose and graced 
With loving — kindness fu l l y blown, 
And vis ioned help unsought, unknown , 
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Hardy is a true Christian imbued with Jesus's faith in man and 

recognising human potentiality as the only thing that can make the 

coming of the kingdom of God possible. 

IV 

The discussion on Hardy's loss of Chr is t ian f a i t h , the re fore , 

reaches the conclusion tha t he was a Chr i s t i an in s p i r i t , though not 

in b e l i e f . And, if h i s re jec t ion of c h r i s t i a n theology r e su l t ed in 

h i s taking a gloomy view of l i f e , h i s f a i t h in the human and moral 

aspect of c h r i s t i a n teaching gave him good reasons to be hopeful about 

the f u t u r e . But, as we s h a l l p resen t ly see , h i s a t t i t u d e to l i f e , 

whatever i t i s / cannot be explained wholly in terms of h i s r e l i g i o u s 

be l i e f or d i sbe l i e f . Nei ther i s h is r e j e c t i o n ijf ortiioaox be l ie f so le ly 

respons ib le for his gloomy view, nor id h i s f a i t h in man alone capable 

of supporting h i s hopefulness. Belief or disbel l - ' f i s a cont r ibutory 

fac tor , a very powerful fac tor , in shaping h i s view; but there are 

f ac to r s o ther than t h i s^ conai t ioning h i s outlook. Hardy's outlook 

and i t s causes i s examined in the following chapter . 
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