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Xn the ThU4; ~torid countries l:Ute llJ¢1$a# there· has 

l&een a net::r realisation that development can· not: .b~. :~i#hievec.f if. 
~ ... -. 

industrialisation to the balanced ¢lev~lopment of a;l\l regJ.9ns~. -· . - . -- - '. ·. . ... 

th~ past; t.t'llO dec:ades have seen a radical sbift to_ i;.t',people ~: . 
r 

. ~ri~l,l:ted development programmes fpr ensuring _equit~:l~ ~istrjpu-

tion. of resources and fulfilment of the basic p$e~/t;}f the: .~r.Oor. · 
.,, -· •" 

At ti1~ level pf national pol~cy..;.11akil1g.;..· tt bas been cOnr?*d~~~-(i--

that l'l'UX'al and wt'ba11 · dev<:!lopment shQiilld be l:i;.:."'il~ed t;Jith each of;h~if 

~o enable ·fbe l;l):b~, cent.tres and the rural areas -eb mo~ · togeth~r ·· · 

for balanced aev~lopment,,, trrbai'l development has also. h~~~ :c::~h;:.,:: 

oe:Lved as the integ.ral p.:u;t of . the overeill~ aev-elotinent pr&e$s. .. · 
' ... - - . - . - - .---. ·- .- .· 

. . . . .. . . - . . 

The Natio.nal.cQrim,$s.ion· Oll UrbaniSation {1988J has partic~l,~riy·. 
. . . . - . ' . . . - --~ . . . . .... ,--:·.- . 

been. eloquent on· the com1?J.ementarity be·tt'lS~ 1J.rh®··~and .ttiral~ 
~ve!i.opment' is n®: less tiifficult than the .cllal;,:Jt.a~9~~~ pf .. rti.f'J -· 

'· ' " . . -·. ' -~ ·- '•' \ c-:-; . . f • • .. ... 

~evelQ,pment.- But the adtlinistrc:rt:i~ · ma¢hln~ry: ~hi~i:l ~9 . t:he · :: · 
• ' L, ', • • •· 

engine of gro~rt;h 'nas tts infirmiti~£; :an.d. ~~~$ries~'7~l 4n:-'~i~~ri{r'to_ 
1:-espOnd to the .cba,Ilenge- ol; curb an ~yelQpfrlent:. 1'4:mos·~ t,n~ . w~ois. 

. . . ._.-_ - ~.-:. ··_, ' .. :.~.:,:;·_; .. ·- . . - ·: . 

t®\ird:~trat±ve 1uact1inery has .. been --~~~~-:-:·:;>: ~c~i~~;r:::·-1.~-~~~~f:"tO ·:·. ·. 

cope vt1tll' the pre$ent. thrus:t:>tof .. ~eg~§rted.~-®~el§P.k¥ijt:~'.A9~.;trrsf;'. 

:1::::: :e::::::m~~~~;;~i~~~> 
*he acmin.il3trative mach.in~ry has t.ried to t;a:¢kl~,- tJiE!. Pl:'~~e.lls fa):' : 
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thai~:' healthy growth., ( Zn· t:his m±c;~:o•level stud.Y\t,· cat~;ied out J;n 

the medium size bordsi: city like Balurghat:• t-Jhich iS in the 
. ' . t--

·- ~-· 

made to eXplore . the· t-Jorkin~J o£ · the mad1:inery· &"ld ·its: c;:or&Straints 

that: .stan fran the milieu .t:)f urban dev-el~~· Xt ir:i · expec~d · 

that the results uf sucm .in\..-estigation and the ifil'ldittg~ of-~$ 

study .tr;ould h.ighl.lght the (:Jritical issues Of. 'U.t'ban ~evel~eot and 

generate·sc:hol.arl:r, .. ~nteJ:es~.: .. and offer t1aluable :inputs' in respect of 

po~.i.cy~-naktng for ~.oap ®·ilelopnent 'n ftllt:ut~eai>) The r~.lev.ance· and· 

significance of the stucy in the context of the pce$erJt prc.~lems .of 

urban develO];mt;-nt (;all . not })e aenieet., . 

The study has been divided into eight broad Cbapters 

chapter~l deals wi tb ~he theoretical :frame~1orlc~,· ob.jecttves ··o£ the. 

study# rese~-rcb., questions and overviet'1 o£ l.:l:tf~atUJ!'e:.. Thj;s chapter 

also includes the r'e.search design.- W'liverse o£ the ettidy~ eon'.t~nt · · 

of tb~ questionnaire~·· and collection and analysis Of data• Chapber-

2 tielineates t:he loca.le and si.gnif.iaance of the study.. lJlhe qhapter 

also tneludes the grot>Jth~ socio-econemie profile,~. and. p(tl~t!.rial. . . . . . . . . . 

deyelo;r;ments in Ba~ll.:Cghat• In ChaJ?;'t1er•~'# tber$· is. an: ana2ys~$· of 

the role of different ager1cies .. tb.~ mode o~ th~.$r in:t;~ract:ton arid 

thEp probl.ems of aooraination.. Cha~ter-1· deals t'litb the.' stu.cw o£ 

~:tunia,ipality as organisation. structure· and. functions of the 

Municipali.ty and the problems o£ Bal,W:ghat.. C~':'J2te~-S; makes a 

stuqy on the per£orm$lce of the !4unzi.cipality in toe field of 



· £~anoial, and personnel rnsn~gemen-t._ chapter~ -focusses· Qn :the 

state-.rraun~ipal. rela1:ion -~ the case o£, BalW:ghat~ Chapte~7 

analysf:lis . the politics Q:E u);ban d..~veJ:opmeht · ~n. B~Jltghat• ·. ~t. 
,· ' -.;J . . . ' 

'·;. 

· functlon~;pg of 'the- civi-:l' b~:!t' £'J.lapte;c~ .. of£ersa- sun!taaKr.i .of. the· 

findings. 'ln~~E?s eonclud:lng <:bservatiOP£> and O£:Darssugges·t.iOD$ :J;or 
' ' r ,._ ' • • • 

improvemepts in f-uture •. 

;rn preparing the ~isserat;;:Lon l: have been .immensely 

inclebtec$;: to many iudivi.duels and .insti.tutidns £or: ·th~ir belt;>· and 

At. tbe. ·o_a.tt::stt-,· I ot1e my·. indellted.Dess. f.o tttY supe~isor 
. . c • ~ 

.· Dr:• s. t~-• Ray,:i:· the $eni.t)Ji'mosit Profe~sor in .. the ·nepau:tment o£ · · 

l?oli.'tip$1 . S<fienae:. University o£ . NOrth· Bengal;•·. His keen i.ntet'est 

in my wo~h has:£) een a 'constant sotu:ce of irislbi:r:ation: to me- &"ld l: 
. . ., _,· . ' . . -- . -

can ~press- my gr~titude only by saying that h~ is a· succes,s£ul:. 

teaciher· and sup_ervit;Ior in the truest sense of the t;erm•- · 

t would a:~so like to expr~ss my ~ati_t?J.de/:tc _the 

Head of the Depa·troent of' Pol~tical &::lena~ University 't;';;f :!!torth · · 

Bengal :for providing me: with the seep;:; m · dcir:.g tnici l.'10r:k~ ·:r .~eel 

privileged to recall. my :tndebt.edness to Ilt"'., n.. 'Je BhOt.vrojk,_.,. 

professor of POl'itieal S::!ence and· nean 0~ the Facp.lt.)f P£: ~~t.s 

and -Cornmerc~ and w. P"f K4f,. Sengupta~ Professor: _of· the Depattment ... 

of Politica,l SCience:. Un:~ve:rsit~l of 1\IOrth Beng~ :f<)r their 'cons­

-tant encouragement. 

1:'"e;&tend my thanks to the Librar±gn and sta~:f ·of the 
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central _:t,ibrary. of· th.e UX1,:4versity of no.ritli Bengl?l• the National · 

J,ibrarlr~C-• Cal.qut.ta •. L.ihrary of the. xnst;itute o:e.. -~at: (JO~l111\E::l'¢·· and 

U~an'i?tud3,.es,. officials o£ Bal.urghat. tvtuni~ipallty --~nd other 
government .agencies for g:i~ving me the opportunity to use varlous 

Official dOC!tlm~"ltS~ . ,. 

· LaW'c.- but l"..O.t~ th~ least:• :t want t() record my indebted~ 

ness to my family member~:r t1ho took the troUble o£ famU.Y· affairs to 

malte me free . for the completion of this l-JOft,... No ~1or.d is s_uff'-c;lent 

to measure.their contribution t() thiS researohejfort. 

·~~y 
(sub~ata ··Bagchi) 


