Chapter 2
THE BASIC RESQURCES

2.1 INTRODUCTICN

'2.1,1 e have cleborated in the preceding chapter the
agroe-climatic resources of lend of the grass-root raral
economy we study here. Watar resource has not been viewed

as 2 resource divested €£xom land. Onereason 1s a good part,
if not the i‘::hoi.é of it at places, -6*33‘ wateyr zesource can be
i:apped directly by the aperaﬁér“ dnother »péza certainly may
be'ta;appeé by an irrigation enterprize that can be run under
éiffemnt forms of ménagemﬁat with iﬁé juriﬁéigﬁtion over a
number of grass-root wural economiese Similarly heat, humidity,
rainfal, wind=power otc. are s mich es a resource of lend as
Lopography itsel £« dn this chepter we view »ila;nﬁ only as a
quantity.  The other dmgarként nationally Inexpensive raesource

being used here es @ quentity is lebouz powers

2ele2 We know how much better than we knew earlier 1:1 this
cemmxy that land itself 1s not a cause of variation of output
among different systems of agriculture. The increase in Apm&uc-
ti-vityﬁ of land m écéné;ed ,by cman ‘concensus, by new répm&zeible
ﬁap»itai- and new -techaélegy uséd in agriculmz:a& procesges of |

) gmé.&cﬁioﬁ with the help of a -c;ohe;;ent systén of promotion. in
facﬁ:, “-the_ deyelopnent of the resources of ;anﬁ is syn,onmus.
with development plenning for ;;méuetioaf Yet in the beginning
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o£f the process of Gevelopment the mere quantity of available

iand 4s an importent factor of productions

24343 S:I,milarly; the labour power of an ecanbmy is for us

a c;usntity_ which aust be used from the first phase as another
important .factor of production. #HAs in the case of land s0 in
the case of labour the development of labou#' resource is
synonymous with the planning for the increase in productivity
of this resources This means, thmugh stages in plamni:ig,- |
enployment of lzbour may go on ﬁith. an increasing amount of
capitale But what is important) is that at the very first |
stage we are uwnder abliiga‘i:ion €0 use fully the whole of the
labour power with the miaixnxm cf capital. it will be in order
if we give in the. following two sections a quantitatﬁ:i?e estimate

of these two basic 'rescizrées in this grasseroot economys

‘242 LAND

20241 & picture of the net cultiveble area of the rursl zconomy
o§ i;he Dinhata Sub=Rivision as well as of the district ‘of Koch
Behar is available from table 2.1 =nd 2«.»21, The tables describe
the States not of the rural economies but of the whole of the
sub-division or of the district. " But the ﬁet cultivable sree and
the current fallow ares relate to the rural economye The
intensive plenning of the gras's-mﬂfé rural economy may need some
diversion of land for new roads including link roads, constzuction

of milﬁings and offices. #Hlthough & large net work of unmetalled



Table 201

Broad Landsuse in Dinhata Sub aivisicn

Categories h Y J‘ ' ockeII Sitai Block 8 ion to
' _ Arga in % to Area in 7% tol
hect;a:e‘ »total» | he;ctam_ total ~hectare total ‘hectare total

1. Net cultiveble - 23777 82.87 . 18626. 70,43 8152 52463 50555 71458
. area o | .

. 24 Current fallow 97 034 640 2.41 - - 737 1.04
3« Area under forest 20 0467 - - - - 20 0.03
4, Area not available ; - ' .. ‘

for cultivation 4979 16.16 7179 27.15 7336 47,37 - 19313 27435

Total 28692 100,00 26445 100,00 15488 100,00 70625 100400




Table 2, 2

Broad Landeuse in the Subedivision, the district and the State

Categories . Pinhata Subedivision Koch Behar District  West Bengal

Area in % € area in % to  Areain % to
" hectare °© total " hectare ' total 1000 total
' C L vhem‘ares :

1, Net cultivable 50555  7i.58 230306 68487 $262 59,50
ayes ' ' : '

2. Current £allow - 137 1404 : 3332 1400 - 65 070"
3. Area under forest 20 0403 5286 1458 1186 13.40°

4. Arzea not svailable _ L L , o A '
. for cultivetion 19313 27435 - 95822 28,55 - 2336 26440

Total 70625 100,00 334536 100,00 8849 100400

s

Note ¢ Agea for the State is measured in ‘000 hectarcs,

sz



reads has alrepdy been constructed throughout the sub-division,
fhey have been bullt up meinly with the help of voluntary
contributions raised persuasivelys %he main unde:lymg motiva~
tion has been linking the settlements and cluster of houscholds
to urban market areas of éiffere_at formatidne. Although a task
in the coming two decaées of in»tenjs‘ive plmﬁ:fkg will be metalling
the existing unmetalled roads, we hardly deny thst some new linking
-of unlinked cluster of housecholds may be made through new road
~-mnnactimisw Secondly, the @xfee-. coverad by forests in At’he: whole
of the sub-division is only 20 hectares. It is possible that
even this srea of forests under the m:neréhip of the State
Government has nearly been cleared by the local poor. Apart
from the need of planting all over the banks of rivers and éaads
which has femained empty of tzees at the time of the survey,
there :i;s- a case for increasing tﬁe forest cover to increase the
supply oﬁ rural fuels end rursl building ma‘te:j.als and furniture
and supply of £ruits for local censmaer.

Table 233

Break«down of Area Not Available for
Cultivation in Binhaﬁaj_ Sub Division

Eategaries ' Area ia hectares 3?@:.- cent to tatal
érea undey nan-agricultm:al use 15‘?86- : 83..‘71
‘Barren and unculturasble land 2000 10.36
 Area under plantation and ' -
misc.trees 1493 773
' Pallow other tham current )
£allow . | @ 0.20

Total 19383  100.00
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2.2.2 In table 2,3 we can see that of the areas not

availsble for cultivation 2040 hectsres are lying £allow,

These areas o nevertheless be reclaimed for same horticultural
enterprises run by smell farmers. Areas recorded as being under
miscellancous plantation are areas helongmé o famex;:s.‘ Zhese
p}.antatioh greas arg used especialiy for arecanuts and bambooge.
The total area for this amounts to nearly 1.5 %:hguaana hectares.
Homestead aveas of h@useh@lésa roads, rivers are all inclzz&eﬂ as

areas covered by. nanwagzﬁ.cnltural areass

2.2.’3’ e e=5 asrgue ja=the =soy that :Em:est

cm:ex: has to be iaild in this grasgeroot mral area econony
- mainly along the banks of the rivers, roads, marke-z: areas and
on the immea\teaa areass gutside the :eszl.dentiai hzmses; Qutside
Dinhsta town the :_sumg.divisise;;- has 303 mmges}., Of these 209
villages are inhcbited, #Apart from the nét work of market éx:{sa,s.
- | ‘have also thelr

bailc‘%mg.; and’ infzasi:mcturai netvork well-laid outs {(The mep

é shows the markét aress and the pmahayats}‘ FKore and

| therae some e_xmmmmms on c,z‘ep 513163 may be made through
mtmc:tiag &£ houses and establiskments on the wad sides, But
any great migration to the market areas -are ruled out if we

conceive and implement right kind of plans for the grass-root

2.244 These market areas are in offect the markets almost at

the doorsteps of the villages. ZThe only toun in this grasge-root
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rursl area ecomomy which may attract some rurel housecholds is
the Dinhata towne But this possibility of inflow of relatively
better-0£ff househelds to the sub-divisional town can be plugged
if the planners achié?fe in the course of & decade or two &
reasongble guccess in respect of four essential services, namely,
health care transport, housing and law end orders I£ these four
essential services are guaranteed through a ressonable netwoxk, -
then any villeger of this grassemoot rural sconomy may reach

- subedivisional totm. of Diﬁhata -in half an hour and the district

toum in one hout,

26245 S0 it would not be a smali amount if take 500 hectares
as the amount of net cultivaeble area that ue méy have the need to
transfer to market ©f road uses during the next decades 54t the
same timg, @s we have indicated earlier, an area of 2040 hectages
will be added to the net cultivable area during the coming decade, .
On balance, an anount of 1540 hectarxes are beling added %o the n_et;

cultivable arca.

2,246  Thus, 52,095 hectares remain available for cultivation
in the grass~root ecomomy during the next ten years. We have
indicsted in the first chapter the vast potentisl agro-climatic
resourees of this omount of pot cultivahle areas On the basis of
our knovledge and on the basis of best manfa;&&ie fams in the
middie range of West Bengal we are in a position to say that 22,25

m;'tjric tons per hectare of paddy can be raised from three seasons
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of a cxop yesr 1f z:aasaniable anounts of repméueﬁbie capital

and available ﬁedmlags;ﬁgeuseé. Thiz target is not only within
-the reach of plannexs but can be subsequentl}_?" iwgaroveﬂ upon with
the Einding of further sources of growth. The big implication

is that the use of labour on the fields will increasse nearly .
8ix timesw

2e247 But a diversification of crops will be a big advantage
in meny respects

These areas. and éhe_:.r progpects make it obligatery for the
p;epne%rs to m,ake-Ause of the spread ‘effects of increased productie
vity of fams in the shortest span of time. The potentiel of
Bengal fields is so vast that if we use effectively just 5 million
hectares of net cultivable area out of & totsl of 2.9 million
hectares of ;@tal net cultivsble area in the State {Sarkar 1990) f
the State alone tean produce more than Ralf of the paddy required
by the country {133 million tons of paddy)s The new agricultural |
strategy of the plamning helidays of the late »‘,si}:tie's was thug
formulated ignoring the basic possibilities of the country.

2.3 LABOUR SUPPLY

2¢3e3 For the puspose of counting labour foice we leave out

childeen but do not leave out the olde The pumber of the incursbly

sick ‘-a;f the 1ike is very small in the rural economy of the
sub=division. Some of the sick are fowmd to suffer from their
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last sickness. We define children as those who are just 15 years
or 1&5&.  acoordingly adults are those who have lived at least a

Total Lebour Force

e T Duther of the metbess 5 e
oo WREEmSNIEES

Msle | 1282 53,73
?emala 1706 46427

mm;  z3mé 100,06

day moe than 15 years. They are the gmbex:s of the laboug foree,
and this ﬂaﬁm.ti'm is used in table Z.4.

2.‘3;4-3 Qn azmlyin@ the sge and sex oom ,si*im} ﬁf tha sanplﬁ
papulaﬁim we get the distmioa af the rural mgulaticn af

Binhats d.zs, table 2.& hﬁfe get an malogue af table 2.,4 3.:; tabze .

2.6 for the rural economy as a whole rathez: then for the samples

Tsble 25

Estinated Distribution of Rural Population -
_of the aubadivisicn :bg &ge and Sex

Age gmm& . - ﬁale : Fema};a : Total

Upto S | 3790t 39195 . 77096

510 . 3147 . 34045 . 65518
10«15 . 26748 26429 53177
15-35 ' 89245 77212 355457

Totar .




32

Tablae 246

Botimated Total Lobour Force in the
Rura) Population of the Sybedivision

, ﬁumﬁér‘éi meﬁ&m:évriﬁ
Cotesoy the lebour force

CMale 137690
Pemale _ , ' masaa

Tova zsewe

The amommt of lsboursyear a@a.ﬂab&e per vil};age'beeexﬁas 857, 1I£
we exciude the women folk the amount of malga leboureyesr per
villege stonds at 460. The amount of female lébour-year per
vil&age is 397« In sconomic systems outside ﬁhe centrally planned
emamies the percentage of female labaur-yeam censtituting the
active lzbour farae waries smong countriecs. In the system of
planning we have in&icateﬁ in the £irst chspter there is scope
for developing céxzé%xies of the Indian type ©F :mcréa%sing @uﬁgmt*
and income by meximising the employment of femsle labour yearse
Sy#&ans and t:a&itmm may be allowed to develop go that matemnity
&eaite may be extended, may be without pay, till the child is =
year olds H5 moSt of the cases will bé self=cmployuent the pericod
of working may be welledetemined by workers %:mselvem

24343 | The target of planning of the concemed grasseioot mral
ares raconmy will be to maximize the eaployvment of these lsbour
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years and the use of the uhole of the net cultiveble area of

the economy for maximum possible income in stagess We shall
arcgue lzter thet although we shall diversify the cropping

pattem to naximise not merely the agricultural ocutput but aisa
the output of other sectors in the grass—:aat econony based on
this agricultural output of which HIV padgy am?. HYV pugercane may
be the two main crops. The values and anounts af output per
hectare of both of these crops are hﬁ.gh,, The valuss of sugarcane
and other comnerxcial creps a little highers. But assuming that
the vhole of the output cm‘%zs-iat only of rxice and hence of lowexr
value then if helf of ﬁhe. output consisted of hmag‘aﬁﬁy CrOps, we
are in a position to aestméﬁe that the wvalue of agriculiural
output per labour year would be 11, 500 approximately st the
current ~§;-z£ee;. e leave out £rom this amount the noneagricultural
incomes to be generated £rom use of agriéu&tursl produces, Hovevern
we have to deduct the payments for imputs brought from cutside
sources. According to a rough calculation these deductions may
reach Roel, 500 per lebour year. The net agricultural income per
mbau: gﬁaﬁ nay b& 82410, Bﬁé st the current price.

Zeded This prospect af eaming of lsbour year may certainly
be heightened by the expansion of education of producers and
productive workerss The present state of education of the
labour force is available £zom tables 2.7 to 2.1le
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Table 2.7

spent in €duw
cation

i or nigre 576 44,93 - 177
2 or mote 512 39,84 163
3 or wore 463 36,11 244
4 ormote 3 20,64 112
Sermore 346 26,99 95
6 ormore 286 22,31 0
7 or moTe 28 1982 6o
8 or more 203 15;783;3 52
9 or more 146 1139 32
10ormore . 84  6.55 18
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Table 2.8

Estimated Ristribution of Sub«Rivision's
Labour Force by Bducstion

spent in aCuw HMale Female Total
cation

1 of more 6184 19006 80870
20rmore . 54983 17501 72494
3 or more. . 49720 15463 65181
4 or more - 40811 . 12023 - 52834
5 o moZe 37163 0200 47372
é or moze 30718 317 . 38235
7 or uore 26738 6438 33177
8 of mors 21803 . 5584 . 27380
9 or more 15683 = - 3438 19121
10 of more %019 . 1933 "239’52

Table 2.9 . |
$killed Labour Forge by Definition A&

Qﬁt@gﬂxy . Number | ?09* g . sMi“i?i@ﬁ

Male 285 22,34 2 30718
Female 70 Ee 34 751%

 Total 356 14,92 38235

g 2
Definition A 3 Education 6 years or moke



$killed Labour Porce by Definition B

Category . SubsDivieion

Male 15.83 21803
Fﬁmﬂla | B2 . fiasﬁ;; . 55848

'ma - 2;’55'  20,69 27387

ﬁefini.tian B3 E&&atm 8 yaars or more -

. Table 2.1l

5};5.11@& Iaa?:smz: Fome by Beﬁaition a

zvmeV ‘ 83 6455 091
Femai& 18 1463 1933

ki

Total 102 427 10942

Pefinition € 3 education 10 y&ass o m:e* .

“2.13-.;;& There is 1ittle doubt thet our plams fora -ﬁmeﬁeﬁeﬁﬁﬁa
of the grasseroot cgonomy will have 'ﬁ&b&aceiizad ang implaamted
with the existing kind of resource of our lsbour pover. It will
he seen in (:haptez 3 W that with 10, smls in @r: neax the five
samnle vinagea wnd with at Yeast 30 %:eachaxs @f these sc.haals
are paid ot Govemment scale with a hiazamhy of officers at the
higher echelons, no real advancement of primagx education iz |
noticed. '



