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By way of o e f i n i n g t h e acope •^n< n a t u r e oi; t h i s c i s s e r t a t i o n , 

i t s h c u l o be s a i c t h a t i t a t t e r r . p t s n o co;Tiprehensive s t u d y in any 

p a r t i c u l a r form of Thomas H a r d y ' s w r i t i n g s - h i s f i c t i o n , s h o r t 

s t o r y , p o e t r y or p o e t i c d r ama , b u t c o n c e n t i a t e s on t h e a u t h o r ' s 

v i e w of t h e wor ld anc l i f e e x p r e E s e d i n t h e m . The o b j e c t i s t o p r o v e 

t h a t Harcy^ 's own terrr. " e v o l u t i c n a r y m e l i o r i s m " sums up h i s v i e w more 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y t h a n t h e t e rm " p e s s i m i s m " u s e o by t h e c r i t i c s and 

r e v i e w e r s , 

H e r c y r e j e c t e d c h r i s t i a n t h e o l o g y w i t h i t s s t r e s s on t h e 

b e n e v o l e n t n a t u r e ot t h e C r e a t o r and h o p e of d e l i v e r a n c e from 

i r i i s e ry , a s p a r t of t h e d i v i n e p l a n , w i t h t n e coming of t h e kingdom 

of God. H i s v iew of l i f e as e v i l i s p ^ u t l y c u e t o h i s r e j e c t i o n 

of t h e t h e o l c c i c a l i o e a of C h r i s t i a n i t y , hvt chietly c u e t o h i s 

c o n c e p t of t h e b l i n d Innnanent Wi l l c o n t r o l l i n g t h e w o r l d , H a r d y ' s 

Immanent w i l l i s mucli s i m i l a r t o i t c h o p e n h s u e r ' s W i l l t o l i v e and 

N i e t z s c h e ' s W i l l t o power , ^ l e t a p h y s i c a l l y , i t i s t h e F i r s t C a u s e , 

o r t h e i r r a t i o n a l e l e m e n t of t h e wor ld g r o u n d , wnich w.ace t h e 

b l u n d e r of s t a r t i n g t h e c r e a t i v e p r o c e s s ^ g i v i n g r i s e t o t h e 

m i s e r i e s or e x i s t e n c e . P r a c t i c a l l y ^ i t i s t h e d e s i r e t o l i v e * o r 

t o l i v e mere f u l l y ^ p r e s e n t i n e v e r y form of l i f e , e x p r e s s i n g 

i t s e l f a s p a s s i o n , d e s i r e , a m b i t i o n , r i v a l r y and comba t , and 

p r o d u c i n g s u f f e r i n g and d e s t r u c t i o n . As s e x u a l d e s i r e i t p r o c r e a t e s 

l i f e , anc a s s o c i a l s t r i f e and war i t p r o d u c e s new s o c i a l o r d e r , 



ins t i tu t i c -n and dynasty/ destroying the old ones. The blindness of 1 
i 

the 'villi i s tne unj:urpo5iveness of t h i s cont inual process of c rea t ion ! 

and d e s t r u c t i o n . This view of Will maoe pessimism unavoicable t o 

Hardy/ and he was a pess imis t . But the c r i t i c s so concent ia te on 

Hardy's pessimism tho t his success in ow;rC':,:.:ino tj-ie pessiiTiistic 

mood and beconang a mel ior i s t goes unnoticed, iJessimism i s nearer 

than optiiT'ism to meliorism/ anc Hardy turned G m e l i o r i s t by adapting 

nis ioea ot the /Jil l t o the evolutiCTu^-iry icee of the metaphysicians 

l i ke So he ilirac ..no Hartmann. 

Metaphysical! / / tne evolution of the F i r s t C^u -̂e is the 

dav/ning of consciousness on the Unconscious or the •,'/orld grounc, by 

which the i n i t i a l e r ro r of c rea t ing l i f e nno l i f e ' s misery i s 

remedied. P r a c t i c a l l y , i t i s the spreac of reason or p^romoticn of 

consciousness in the world of boincS/ hastening i t s re ; ; l izat icn 

about the cecept ive ano des t ruc t ive nature of passiL^n .•^d des i re 

and helping i t . C'Sii ^uer tne Will to l ive by developing the wish not 

to l i v e . 

The m e l i o r l s t l c imolicaLic-n of Haroy'5 c'v^:jluti'./n ary idea i s 

t h a t / wi th tht-.' graoual .'.spread of re oson, the t'l^noency to woxl̂  hy 

i n s t i n c t w i l l decre-iiO, ano s t r i f e and r i v a l r y , i . l ight and pain, 

w i l l a iminish, t i l l the whole of the world comes t o be ruled by reasc^ 

ano a l l passion -nĉ  , ••uii.sv.'.it cet'.se to e x i s t . But passion and pursui t 

being the esoence of l i f e , what rem. ins whion tricy ciisappoar? Nothing. 
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This i s Hardy's view of the end of the evolut ionary process . For 

him, meliorism means the lessening of misery during the process anc 

t h e corning of peace and r e s t with the ex t inc t ion of l i f e a t the enc 

Hardy's meliorism promises no fu l f i lmen t , no joy and no happiness , 

t)ut onj.y pJ!eace. In respec t of the u l t ima te at ta inment , Hardy's 

view p a r t l y resembles Buddhist nirvana and d i f f e r s widely from the 

c h r i s t i a n view of the coming of e t e r n a l joy and happiness in the 

kingdom of God, 

Hardy's view c l e a r l y shows h i s r e j ec t ion of Chris t ian 

theo logy , but t o c a l l h i s views un-Chr i s t i an on t h a t ground i s t o 

miss h i s nevet-f a i l ing f a i t h in what he understood to be the esser!c:s-; 

of C h r i s t i a n i t y — C h r i s t ' s teachin^j ab^^ut the e s s e n t i a l goodness 

of man and i t s value in bringing ata'^ut amelioration of the world 

and i t s del iverance from misery. Hardy thought of amelioration in 

h i s own way and r e l i e d on the power of reason in ef fec t ing d e l i v e r ­

ance, but he never f a i l e d to s t r e s s t h a t goodness of human soul i s 

ind ispensable for urging ind iv idua ls t o work for the spread of 

r eason . Reason and love — the i n t e l l e c t u a l and the moral and 

emotional capacity of man, must work toge ther in order t o e f fec t 

de l i ve r acne . Reason alone, without love is_ impotent. Hardy may 

not have been a c h r i s t i a n in h i s be l i e f , but he was a t r ue Chriy'-i<=i 

in h i s f a i t h in C h r i s t ' s teaching about human p o t e n t i a l i t y , 



IV 

The c i s s e r t a t i o n conciuues with an es t imate of Hardy's 

evolut ionary meliorism. Hardy 's ioea i s uniq^ie in cha rac te r and 

p o s i t i v e in i d e a l , i t i s thoroughly cons i s t en t and l o g i c a l . Above 

a l l , i t i s e s s e n t i a l l y modem in i t s r e j e c t i o n of everything 

supernatura l and occult and in i t s s t r e s s on human p o t e n t i a l i t y , 
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