JNTRODUCT 1CN

By way of cefininy the scope an¢ nature or this cdissertation,
it should be saic that it attenpts no corvprehensive study in any
particular form of Thomas Hardy's writings = his fiction, short
story, poetry or pogtic ¢rama, but concentrates c¢n the suthor's
view of the world and life expressed in them. The object is to prove
that Hardy® own term "evolutitnary meliorism® sums up his view more
appropriately than the term “Pessimism" used by the critics and

reviewers,

Hsrcy rejectec Christian theolcgy with its stress on the
benevolent nature vi the ereator and hope of celiverance from
misery, as wert of the c¢ivine plan, with tne coming of the Kingdom
of Sod. His view of life as evil is partly cue to his rejection
of the theolc¢gicel icea of Christianity, tut chiefly cue to his
concept of the blind Immanent will controlling the world, Hardy's
Immanent will is much similar to sSchopenhéuerts Will to live and
Nietzsche's Will to power. Metaphysically, it is the First Cause,
or the irraticnal element of the world grcund, wnich made the
blunder of starting the creative process,giving rise to the
miserles c¢if existence., Practically, it is the <esire to live, or
to live mcre fully, present in every form of life, expressing
itself 55 passion, desdire, ambition, rivalry anc combat, and
producing suf:iering and destruction. As sexual cesire it procreates

life, anc as social strife and war it produces new social order,
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institution ond dynasty, destroying the c©ldé ones. The blindness of }
i

the Will is tne unpurpcesiveness ©f this continual process of creation 1

and destruction. This view of Will mace vessimism unavoicdable to

Hardy, and he was a pessimist. But the critics so cuncentrate on

Hardy's pessimism that his success in overc.oinc the pessimistic

mood and beconing & melicorist goes uvnnoticed, pessimism 1s nearer

than optimism o melicrism, and Hardy turned a melicrist Ly edapting

nle icee of the 4111 toe the evolutivnary lceas of the metaphysicians

H

like sSchelling -nG Hartmann.

Metaphysically, tne eveluticn of the First Céuse is the
dawning of conscicusness on the Unconscicus or the werld cround, by
which the initizl errcr cf creating life ana life's misery is
remedied., Practically, it is the spreac of reason or proumcticn of
cunscicusness in the world of beings, hastening its reslization
about the cecentive anc destructive nature of nassiun and desire

and¢ helping ity ¢conuer trne Will to live by developing the wish not

te live,

The melioristic imulicaoation of Haroy's evolutienary icea is
thaet, with the croouval spresd of recsson, the teoncency te work by
instinct will ¢ecresswe, and strife and rivalry, wlicht and pain,
will aiminish, till the whole of the worlc cumes to be ruled by reason
znd all paszion n¢ wrsuit cecse Lo exist, put passion and pursuit

peing the essence of life, whot remsins when tney disappcear? Nothing.
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This is Hardy's view of the end of the evolutionary process. For
him, meliorism means the lessening of misery during the process anc
the coming of peace and rest with the extinction of life at the enc
Hardy's meliorism promises no fulfilment, no joy and no happiness,
but onuy pﬂeace. In respect of the ultimate attainment, Hardy's
vie; partiy resembles Buddhist nirvana and differs widely from the
christian view of the coming of eternal joy and happiness in the

kingaom of God,

Hardy's view clearly shows his rejection of Christian

theology, but to call his views un-Christian on that ground is to

of Christianity —Christ's teaching abuut the essential goodness

of man end its value in bringing ab.ut amelioration of the world
ana its deliverance from misery. Hardy thought of amelioration in
his own way and relied on the power ©f reason in effecting deliver-
ance, but he never failed to stress that goodness of human soul is
indispensable for urging individuals to work for the spread of
reason. Reason and love — the intellectual and the moral and
emotional capacity of man, must work together in order to effect
deliveracne. Reason alone, without love is impotent. Hardy may

not have been a christian in his belief, but he was a true Christ.ia
in his faith in Christ's teaching abcut human potentiality.



The cissertation concluues with an estimate of Hardy's
eveluticnary meliorism. Hardy's icea is unigue in character and
positive in ldeal. It is thoroughly consistent and logical. Above
all, it is essentially modern in its rejection of everything

supernatui:al and occult and in its stress on human potentiality.
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