
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

A serious study is normally inspired by various people or events. Hie present effort is no exception. The 

earliest fillip came fi-om the bishop of Darjeeling, late Eric Benjamin, when I was yet a seminarian and a 

teacher at St Peter's Higher Secondary School, Gayaganga. He had told me: Pastoral ministry and 

educational ministry are not contradictory but complementary. After completing my studies for priesthood, 

and as an ordained priest, I reflected on the words of my bishop and resolved to equip myself academically 

to carry out the educational ministry that was expected of me effectively. Keeping in view of the 

complementary nature of the pastoral and educational ministries, I decided on a topic related to the 

Holy Scriptures. 

It was my brother, Fr George D'Souza, who was the Co-ordinator of the Catholic Schools in Terai (the 

present diocese of Bagdogra) who suggested to me the subject: Apocalyptic Literature. 

Then cm, many have helped me by their suggestions, encouragement, guidance, and well wishes as well as 

providing books. I must mention here my eldest brother, Fr Maurice D'Souza; Fr Sylvester Crasta, St 

Xavier's School, Pakyong; Fr Joe Kallarangatta, Scripture Professor, Morning Star College, Barrackpore; 

Dr Irene Pereira, AC, Principal, Carmel Teacher-Training Institute, Pakyong; Dr Regina Kottackal, FC, 

Resident Surgeon, Nayjeevan Hospital, Gayaganga; Dr B K Banerjee, Reader in English, Dr D J 

Bhowmik, Head of the Department of Political Science and Dean of the Faculty of Arts, and Mr 

Telesphore Tqppo, Department of Political Science, University of North Bengal. 

I have been ably guided by my supervisor, Dr Asutosh Banerjee, former Professor of English, 

University of North Bengal, at every stage of my study. 

vii 



To them, and all the others who may have helped me in any way, I sincerely say, "Thank you." I also 

Ihank Ae Almighty without whose grace and enlightenment I could not have completed my study. 

vm 


