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North Zengsl is & very popular tem to-day d;seribmgg
the five norihem diatrie:‘cs'cf Wast Bengal esge Couch Behory Jalpad-
gurly Darjeeling, Veat Dinsjpur end Maldae covering a total crea of
over 81,61l Sqefine « The replen has a glorious ms{;f;»rical beekg round
and characterised by her peculiar plysicsl seteup, it pwsenté 8
pleture of urbanization which closely reflecks ith ply ef.cal, soelo.
eéonomic, cultural and cven politlesl aspectse The veork has been
syatematlcally treated in the folloving chapters,

N Physlenlly the five dlstricta of North Bongal dlffer
from esch othors VWhile the southern most district l.ce Mulda, is
comSletely a rlvering 'pl.ain, the northern most c’i:%.strict, Darjeeling,
15 & mountanious reglon, sltuated on the Himalayen Chaing, and Cooel
Behar and Jalpaigunl are diagtinctive wiih thelr mlxed plaln landg=
acapes Pesides, the slopep and helcht are tuo detemining fuetors
in the disiribution of vesidentiel and cormercial apens in the hill
touns of Darjeelling di:atriez‘:-, widle flood 1s 2 great handiesp in tix

dlstricts of Jalpaiguri, Malda end Cooch Behiw,

Spealddnz about the hlstorieal backpround, 1t has been
shown that some of the towns of North Rongel have a nroloenged histos

rieal record &8s proved by thelr existence for cceniturless They are
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'~ Gour, 014 Melda, Covch Belury Hnglish Bazar, etcs,pérticularly
Cooeh Behar end English Basar are tvo scintilating imprints of the

hlstory of this region.

From the point of view of demograply, We can divide
North Bengal, bradly, intc two phases.) One 1g the pre-partition
period and the other ig the postepartition periods, (n an analysls
of the census raports of the pre-portition pericd, 1t is found tha
a few tovns vere pre sent In this zone while most of the others hov
originated during the post psrtition periocd. mrther snalysls »re-
vealsg that the urhan growth in this resion 1s not gc much thie pro=
duet of economie development tund a pull from rural to urhen areag,
but rather a push of pepulation from the arees of scelal uﬁmst aKu
disputes In tlls context one muy refor o the csse of partition
whilch has given rlse to the 'in?migmtien of & Yarge rofugee pbpula
tion to thls regicn from t]c' erstwhile Fust Pekisten, now 3aenglade
North Bengal countains a li.tl* urhas p&pulottcm Pe 26 percent of th
totel populations

. The clagsificeflon of the founsy as)CCiRllj, on the
hagls of thelr functlonal charecter, ls now an Important practice
for geogripherse The imporisnce as well as the evolution of a tow
can bo éetémﬁlheﬁ in tems of 1ts functional organlsationse The
diffevent types and slzes of the townsg have direet relation with

the differcnt combination of socloeecononmie i‘eatures. In North
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Bengal the admindstrative functlon gencrally detemmines the size
of her teunss Alwogt all the towns in No.ﬁth Bengal, execept a f¢
esme Into being as adminlstrative he&a}?:quaﬂ:erés. In eourge of

time increase in administrative functlons inereased the impovtar
of the towns vhich gradually added to them commerclal and othey
activitles, All such sctivities provides economic support t,o £k

grovth of the towns of this region,

The landuse survey is &n e.saential tobl as‘ deter=
nining the spatial character opr the pl{yéioggnamg of a town, ulgle
mately bringing out ‘S.'ts morphologlcel characters Thuis mo rplolo;
may be consldered as the st:ﬁmtural and vislble skeleton of &
town,y vhile tbe landuse pattem reveai;é the man}maéé fabrie In
whieh the urbanites carry on thelyr activities. The landuse~
pattern of theo towns of North Bengel shows hapm‘z?rd' digtributio
of the residences and_ eommerclal agtivit;ies. The landuse map ©
" Gooch Bela ry Darjesling, Jelpalgurl, Siliguri, Dlnheta, Balurgh
and English Bagar glve an inslght into the pltlable plight of T

unplanned grovwth of these townss

When the forces conducive to urban growth are not
egqually essembled in all the places, urban centres in a reglion
not flourish at the same rate, thus glving rise to the axisting

hierarchye . Gongidering the towns in general, the centrsl func-
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tions ¢f the pr:).ncipal‘ towns do not extend far beyond thelr munie
elpal limits. In Horth B@gaﬁ., the ééminiatrative set up has
actually been instrumental in elevating the ecarxmic and eultusml‘i

aspects cf the urban centress

£lmost oll the cormunitles usually rocognize the
deménd for urben smenities in some fashions The civie smenitics
are generally an exp ressien of & common style of living, Trough
the 'municipalities‘af the towns of North Bengal generally pledge
to vender all sorts of urhan amenitles to lts tampayers, the 1dc
of creating & quite and full fledged urban scelety is stlil a fan
cry in the reglon under study. The local Self Government Bodles
" ghouid take more Initlatlve at lesst for the seke of ercating a

healthy urbsn environment,

_ Finally the existlng nature bf the problems arising
out of the Interacticn of various forces need to he agsessed for
visualizing the fiture of urhanlzetion in North Bengals . i‘i‘ha
roglonal economy of thls reglon pressnts grester scope for furthe

. development of urbanization in the reglion under studys.



