I N T RODUCTI ON
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A critical exposition of David Hume's moral psychology will
be attempted in the following pagese The detalls of his moral pey-
chology eonglsts mainly of an claborate and highly complex theory of

the pasdions stated in fook IX of Il s Treabise of Human Nature.

In the present context I should like to make a few remarks of
general nature and then would proceed to introduce my line of

approach,

hume' s tadk in Book IY of his JTrestise 1s to rehabilitate the
pasgions frem the rationalists' distrusts to demolish sophisticated
theoriesy deriving from Hobbes, In which all passions vere regarded
as forms of selilove’s to make way for s rival lypothesis of in~
nate benevolence and sympathy, Besldes a reversal of the roles
Mtherto ascrlbed to reason and fecling, he offers alsoc a methodo-
logleally determinlsbic thesls about lumac action, in terms of which
! fvecly chosen? and fecaused' do not rule one another cut. The idea
of the scl? plays an important role in Hume' s intricate account of
the posslonsy especiglly in. the case ¢f the pasdons as pride and
hmility, when the Yobject' ls cursdlves, and not the least for
those as love and hatey when the 'obJect' 1s other people. ympetly
plays a role in Hume's theory of passicns somewhat similar to imer
gination In hie theory of knowledges He regarded imeglination and

perhaps sympathy as coheslve forces, and the assoclgbive principles

as important scientific principles governing the working of the mind,



both da thc donoing of Loovledgoe and Bolliof, ond in gociaol Intops
courcos Hune ropnfdad kicoed? osm the Howtonm of the seionces of pan
and thio foct Lo Borao ount by hioc pursudt of the axporimontal mothed

as slco by Liloc adhoyonce teo Uowten's pothedolecienl conons of cconony

ond almolicivy of onplannticons tealabllity of hypothosos, ond réfuon&
to pootulnte occuldd coucos. Subt chove adl, [uoo ctressoes foucoets of
Hunon aature $hot bod lazgeldy boen neglocted cince [Aristotlos e
sootulates on oPiginal fobrie of humom noture conoiotiang of vorious

propeacition or dicponlitions.

S

tunets thoory of loouledpe, wobt oud in fooshk I of ¢he Lrantico,
oo beon octnddoed 4o detodl By moaoy ocholorle lOreover soveral Hoow
plo hove eonpidercd pozto of Dool 11y whiech glves hig theory of
cthicos Ooelr X of tho Prgaklsc, howcver, boo Leon roloabively aose
locted, though one or tue occholors (uotably BDr. Pe {rdol) have turaed
tholr &ﬁtdaﬁign to 4t in thu lnct fgw yeorpe L have thorefore vone
surcd to eheooe for oy otudy w £iold in which theore iz still olonty

n

of seone for pRilesophiccl daterpretutlon. fune?s thoucht in theo
Trontico in hichly cubtle and cooploxy not lecet in Nook 11, ond in
ny onterpriso I hove codosvourced o werk ouwl Hune's pooition ond its

vIaUAlitTe

Mowal poysholeopy 4o o port of mercd philooophyy ond tho poyehde
logicck o4do of othicol inguiry hoo alwoyo geeupicd an importont
nlace with the Eritich corxrellstss Thoy have Bold that witaout an
ndegucte concepiuad oan of the payebolesiccdl arcos of bBunon incllwe

notican, ootions and choicos, o theory of othics wonld beecae fubdlo,



ié not dnpocscivles Concidoraticns gueh oo ﬁhnﬂo Jowvg Aod Lo an
intoregt iv éesc:&%timm of phonouent,y ratior thom the froving of
abotrrnet theorico of hunen behnvizurs The doacription, with the
Britlsh moralists, fmze inclwdod, is ab $inep a deseristion of tho
woay to toalln about the oubjucte Yhoy bolioved that by ghoulng hou
ioaguase is roedldy vood con tho comeeptual confuasions uilel 4% bao
penorated be clecrod upe Huools refucnl to upe $ho word Ypogooonablot
te 'actions' io oignificont. Mo bas boon cble te shouw, I Leliove,
that deseribling how to talk about a subjoct 1o rnot wvory diff
fron doscriblies the comdexitios of tho cubdjost itoelf, Tho Cun
connot properdy be dictinguilshode oince in tho absomece 02 o proat
denl of ponotroting oboervoiion ond securato decerdption of rorcily

gignificont payeheologlcal phendmena like cetions and foclingo, deo-

¢riptions of our ways of tolking about thon cevdd be fuiile,

The Zritloa moralista®, or for thobl 2obter Lumo'o oo uclld,

ot

3

underctonding of the naturd ond geaps €L oored poyelnmlegy g
ozoetly oizllor to thot of tho contemporovy thinkeroy clace tho
lattor do not ghoro the sonecern of the forpor. Por $he proseat doy
philocophors, dcapito thedr datoroot in deserintlon of rolovant
phononena, tho deceription Io primorily a deseription of the uny to
tollr nbout tho gubjecte Tho probloms of coral poychology tedey oro
not candriccl nroblens only, cud under Ulttpenstoin's dnfiuencoe uo
hove ecomoe to bolicwe tiat thoy arc solved &y loohkiag inte the
workings of our longucso. Uince tbe probleln are corcedveld ws

*philogophleol?y the coral philocophors® tocl:, oven dn the Jdomnln



of Corol poyohaolooyy o o bo of waglsmz Yo badttle cgeinnt tho

vowitohmont of our dntollipenco by nomno of longusgeTe

It io dor fron oy Antontion not to rocognise that tho laasuase
which we uge about thlags may offcet our atiitude to thooo thingo,
.and, thepefore, ovon our cetionass Uume and Derkoloy 434 not dony
thice Uz the costrorys I vould liko to sugseot that thoro ore other
potiao open thot couldd bo ftrodden aot without rovording illunminctions
Uhy not hold to tho bellef thot no mumon eharactoriotie vhieh &0 row
lovont to corpl coteon con eacape baing an ompiricel charactorictie,
andy then procowd to investisote Dunon nature? This de vhot Hume 4in
fact doon in Boolke IT and 1LY of %ﬂa,%reaﬁiaé. Hince I do not propoco
to dead with lumo¥o thoory of othicsy 1 choll confine oy remarke to
nic negal poyeholosys Invooticntion of bupom nature net only lecds
to tho considoration of a gope intoreating sot of concepto than %the
risht and the good, oo woll as foollings, dosirve, iantontions and
‘athop poyehological phonomonts Such a programmo reopess tho loouo
of phllocophiecl anthropslopyy ac 1t come to be cadldaed by Max Soholors
Ewven if totold oxplanctions ore no longor poosiblo, thore ¢ovid bo no
roocson why wo chould not looh ot humom bolnge in gonorel inm their
centont in tho worlde Tho oociod bosic of nos oad the vorodl beois
of coeioty arc thoughto thet are igportont for func's image of pon.
Ho cholerent of tho ooelolity of mon aau&é be oore oxplicit thao thot
of Dutler (Loruong, 4)e yot I shoudd sey thot lune's (Ireatise, II,

il, 5) 4o no leco sotlcfoctory,.

I ohnolddl briofly conbion ore lsplicotion of lune®s dnogoe of man

vofore I turn to o neroe iopoctont topite
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Hunan noature, {or Sune, i conothing glverm and the tasik o nod
to change ity rothor to chompe human cituniione, and thus Yo medify
and iopreove huoan behaviours [lam betoneo hunon 1n soclety we thds
ic ono of Hume'sc combrol othicol toochlings, s rojocticn of roae
son a5 & erontive foree hugo proved geandoleus in pbilosophys but
thot nuot be ¢aken as a eharactoristic way of big looking et human
natures Hutchononts guostion, “Ubot 4o Hoogsen but that sagoeity we
hove in praneéméiag any end?" koo ploo boon HuneVoe Aristotley on
one Snterprotation of courso, doon not give yreason that atropheld
loahf rationoliste loved ond odored. Por hiny it has Beaa beld, the
roticnnl clouont i con 40 zot godebtiuing slicgotlior coparcic end
diotinet fron the feclinsg ocloconty noy o 4to devclopment something
digforent frec or epnoced to the dovalopuent of the feoling sloment.
Ia this light wbot doco tumo¥a poverssl of the roles of reooon and
acotion mean?  lvacn noturos for Lume, conprises of reacon and tho
poosions, ond the picturc eof slovory of tho former to the latter is
only 2 ngtophor overstateds Tho pleture should lecve ao roon for
upcesivooag 18 undorstoed opights It sbould be reopnbored that Hupe
would not hove gpprovad drorto eotehinmg eptiticd YEBsacony o slave
of @@35&@&&', whieh shouo o npde aiddle pged wouan riding oo the
boelz of op undrcosed aged ond booprdoed pale orawlinge lor was he a
Deato to havo latonded to coyy '8, for a iife of sonootions rotuor
than of thoughit¥s 2he motuaphor of tho slave day I ouppoasy intended
to toome tho philogsophis pocpoctobililye a cottery, as we kaou, in
wiich fupe doliphtods Gould 4t peot Lo oaid that the fulfiloest of

hucon noturo, oo funoe onvisogedy lice in e sponitoncous iifo, uhich



it ig foz pooson to ouldtdvole cod dewolop ond oolie productivo, ned
tolie overe %ho pooclong avo tho cost poroomod [0FS of uoy the
boot ont oloo Che vorot $hat do 3o woe Who poroon who chotgos oud
deeddog, 40 doins ooy glopoos cad docidos %zi@fmii?;" dodng, o
.%@cm:iﬁa@‘ fioinelS wAth oong of bio cun ponodonc ond thedr corrope
ponddur aoodeationn ond 40ecdos fwoson o sod 4o eospobition with
thoe poociess cod thoro do Bo obrugsla Zor mngtory ot m‘ T pord
o rosoen io cioply $o crpoadod ond to lofomn elwiao vhobbor of
meons (4n the coge of puspecdvoy dntontional or endeordonbtod oow
tions) or of ondo {ouoh o cooo gopopal denire for scturity or hunnn
Lve-

hoppinono) . Hume would hove boen hogpy to /\é ooy sunbor of eane
ploa of poed morel principloos Che cuestion of destroying the outow
noey of cthles GiG not Dothor Bin ab olle Uo wedton mueh fa tho
voin of o ruleeutilitorions Dub thot 3o soothor otory). Docesn ao
abtected inforombion has o do Uith the choleo of cndoy oud for thot
mottory 0f valvegs A cholece io fob on lsporsennd ecloulotlons Ohould
thio wonser of undercionddag Huwneto datoations be feund oocephuiblos
4 cpuld olso bo oodd §hod mme hoo boon oblie o oo fho rolovonse
of gobiconnl pzeseduvos to tho eholec 0F valuets

Ghe poipt lootsooutionsd io olcnificent da onothor woy oo wolle
1t 4o o frogaond of o wider inouoe oud Huneto ceatrilution to thut

comml Uy 1tcolf coboo bBio covol poyohslogy werth oludylags I8 oo n

4. It 4o dooooodblo nobt o Lo pondnded of DumoYo discugsicnn of

" obomo ond pwide vhon pocdisg Gowtrots ddocucuionc of the pome
oubjocts Leoes Sho couse that 3% do pocclble to iy thot the
srictonce of Sho pacsicns 1o ccbunlly dopondcnd on tho ozioe
toneo of asothir POPDcRe
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hovo nonbleonod ongddor, Dop Liuo, ao oon chogcetorictie woreh

farad ontoen son o notecnplrlealy thon o problon arlocs Goncornidng

dofonding tho popt plaged By cootien (o mernlity ogodnst Bho vmeome
prozlaien end oppoeently ebrong opgrionto odndbtlng agy tovod volue
¢o coptionadly oatdvotod eondusts I% 35 to thic foouo thot I nou

propony o turis

Eoptto alfitude townpde o oooticons 4o fecuood 4o 2he Gropnd -

Lok of %he Ustoshmsie of Iseodc vhore ho ewntradts the son whe ooin

put of roopoed for s duby wiih $he son whe ooto cut of cyupnthotic
forlians T ol Bomtfo objoctimm o cobing oub ef gyupothelies foole
ing oo arcdact the oootions oo o whples I do neok wish to ooy quye
thing cbout Hent¥o thoochts on othieny nor hazerd any lub irsratation
of hio vious on thy cubictts T olchly toho hio oo o convandont

noint of doporturcs Io 2rot T hovo 48 olnd o cob of vicus $hat ooy

T sofs Bho goecnilcd Dongdon viouws to Tun as follovst Yhe
merod volue of oo ool 4o da oo wiy conctibuled Uy tho proconce of
abponge of notorel dseddmotiens Tho dnelinations or onotione o¥o

produeto of tho posoloncte clde of oup aotare ond oro *pobholosicrdte

Fhin viow of Lthe nogol
puck Lo noteoserddy biﬁ’fﬁmﬁg Us opo rotiomnl eponturany ond thoros

a0 the oubecne of the bellef thal poyclity

foro uhat 4o movel 4o ubnd 45 bindinn Wpon WO OO pabional croaturcs.
A podnd of m@e@i@m Se0ld cob Bont bo oold to dnvostigote husn

noburo? 4 pichhifad 'c:;am;%im indocds b i:&mm is o difforance noOnG
ho lonos The pooltion cal funotion ooolgnod to recsts ds difseront

X e P, N
in fenb's couoe S0 ool wpRn BOOSOD OO sonothing ﬂi@ﬁ%\ab feon



Bunen ooburos Ho cogo thind the cround of obldnetion dg o be
soughiy sot dn tho scturo of oon, sor ds tho eivcuostancos 4s tho
workd da vi%ch ono du placed but cinply g sriord in €he notdonn of
pure roasets 4 prigeivdo of comluct lo 2isht only 49 4% could Do
aeceted by any roblound cveatupe tdotoodvory Arrvegnecidive of any

conflonont atteiboton 48 ooy posceone I8 45 tho go eonGgtie

tution of nan thot i gopornost dn Hond's olnde & Unnoos peply
coadd Lo (40l Ty sodsoding 0 dnclinchkicns in fovour ©f tho rue
tionol, o gpoctor part of conto obbiend oclfy Lo Aolt cube  Bhe

rotionnd e Ao pob g uholo ﬂm/

Gopdd 3t ood bo argnpd thot (e Bon ,.1 deos bave & veont fop
our £oeling of roopoet? Omo vorclien of (Do cologoricund dmperative
cnoonio ko 4. Dub reopoet clono dooo nob go for cootghe Thopo
ave oony feoiincs which bove o Db oURBGDUy OF ddoed iniined ox
aualiched 42 coraldty 4o e bocono Jondnante IDodzecty closely cone
nostod oo 1t 2o vith as fntollestucd opimonchs coamod ProGUGe on
4tn o Ghe £oll Soeolvoncnt witel Jovoticn Lo 0 wordd CuOs PO
audroge Lond ddutructs foolingu too ouchi ho foopo thOT LhOy ores
with tho exsopticn of roonood, of wiroliable ond ndslecding anture

o oboudd, thoroforas Lo ouoluded ’fﬁltfr:zt&cm Lo somaptod ooplier,
tho othiend 2 of npn o nob noeopanEily z“,;mrmaw. ond honee $he
rodection of ooy vefemonce o wunto noture opcludos Bho othieal
oolf. Bont's diorocerdfag tho otldend oolf of ocen nocds postulating
a @iffopont Tosis foy othleo ontoide cumy loot eonpidorction of
nonto naboro blur tho boumdawlcn botuoon coenlily ond ngroholorye

For tho Ventdomo 6n poncrod onictonsn opd oblicotlon gall apcrbe
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Lane 03d ef ecurco imou (ho poscinhio objottions mninst ine
corperoting cootions to oorclitys. A loont Do aonooen B9 hnve ane
viodpatod tho Komtion typo of crpuionts In a posooce on pace 13

of the Zzeabdise ho rofors o $h0 Youppon'd prossoinmes of resson

above poacodem ond ooyoy YEho otority, iaverdoblensoa, osd divine
origin of ¢ho forsor hove bosn ddonloy¥d Lo the boot &ﬁmmgé! “he
blindnoog, wnconotaney and docodtfnlnoos of tho Zobtor heve Doon ns
ctroncly dnodclod onBe  Chnt our cnolidcns owo eanplolous, that thoy
e net oubjoet to our deliborobion and ehwdco and thot 2nldvidusis
d4f%cr dn ¢holr toobicnald a:sga:mm;ws we Lhono oro o fou z,';:;‘cz:mﬁ(‘ﬂ
tive wolghty objections agodnal cdndtedn; norod worth to the gnose

donnto olde of husnn soturos

It o poocible to ohouw Cheb nowad worth ocould bo adedtted %o
enotiona cod chould that turn oub to bo ke erse, norcl payoholosy,
oo Dumo wmadorstonds $b, would boosoe o worthuhdle £10%0 of dnguiry.

3¢ Hume 4o folon o hold A0 ooy lmoon eharoctarictic whish
is poXowont £o merol wvosth Ao on arpndvicdd chorneterdobie, it oloo
dupkios shat Lho chexactoriotdes concornod ore cubjoet Yo oopirical
conditiona ouch no poyciwiosicel hlofoly il 4ndividund wardintion.
“he ougnootion o bormewed Svn Prefoucor Joruoed MAkisnts Inaunural

Looture of ©9¢ Deddord Soddope {pubilched oo [oral

Liongd cud £hot 3% 4o outgoolicnly Lumern Lo ovident fros thoe frot
thet ooy ooch ouggoection wold ob eucs W rojected Wy the Dondlom.
that Ldco bohdnd tho foatioabs rejootiont  Pefusnd to alsit

rornl vorth to cootionaily cotdvated gonduoet io boeood on o srootricted
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or ovea uwncenhiabdeotod coddd of $he onotlano. Thore %o a ool
dense in which the oootions ore eopricious, eootive buhaviour Qoos
not wonedly conmdd tho coont to olpdlor Lohnmviour whiss in tho
Zuturo ¢irounotoneos ore ooproprioto. 16 1o cloo nob incorroct to
soy thot cnotdenally cotivated notiong ecznob bo bockoed Dy Justie
Zying ococanos  ut nono of tho congiderations voarront uo to oy
thot wo commot Godl oicndflecntly of onotionally ootivoted bohoviour
oo oifhor ratlonnd or Justificd., Salie for dnotonecy ponic at the
Sirht of o counny which 3o diflorent fron pondte ob tho eloht of o
calies  Who lotior cort of ponde 4o dotorcdped Uy the beliefs £g~
volvod 4o tho cituctlions Tpldcfn cpy be Juotiffcd or unjuntilicd
aceorddan as they oro held by porseos ubo aoply 3t connistontly dn
approprénte cituntionss 3% 4o thio soint $hab coergoes fren usoda
rolobing tho pooodons to boddcfoe. foliofo oon be relowant oboul
the cimificones of oltunticng onconntored Ly porcond ompevlenting

| possionss  Sio food 4o cloeo roluforced Ly B o couanl cxplanae
tdon of the phonooenen of $ho poagfent  "ihot coupe, which oxeitos
tho pooolony 4o rolated to tho objest, uhleh asture hao atlributed
Cbe tho puogd wn; £he oongotion, which Bho conso coptPabely producht,
io eolnkod 40 penootion of the puossions Dren this desblo rolation
0f idean tnd Suppoacionc, Lho pRs sdon i dorlvtdTy Qgggggggg;pgeasg)
£ o phonoronen fo oooolpédblo to emucal cuplopcticns 48 ¢loo fa-
$lioo Shat he phomoeccusn 80 sonectablo, othervics The £z of oouoo

e

rol:on 0o sonoo of 0ile Thio pedst of courno deep oot anbitlo ua fo

deny She eharoo of copriefousaons to onetionns nor decs Humo 4o ite

1o doed odndt the chonneoiloncss ond dnccantaney of he yaﬂnﬁﬁng;‘
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But we nust not Torget the influence thalt general rules and the imge
gination exert on the pagsions, and those two principles ars respole
sible for universalizability of our emotional rcactions. Without
golng into the detail it wiil suffice to say, then, that so for as
emotions are suscelptible To belicfs and capable of consistent repe-
tition 1t cannot be the case that all emotionally motivated conducis

are neccssarily capricious.

1% nust have been evident from the quotation above that nume wocs
not assinmilate the emotion VYo sensation. dils distincitlon between
passion and the sensavion of passion is worth nothing. whus statea
nents about emotions are not thought of as reports that one is
experlencing certain sensationse 4nd if 1% be so, it is also correct
then to assert that statemeonts about enotlonal experiences are not
just reports of involuntary sensations. BEmotions do not just 'happont
to us. Agzain emotilons differ in their degrees of conative or dige
positlonal properiticse sune's analysis of the passions of pride and
love are instances at hand, <he passion of love ig such that one in
lLove can reasonably be expected to go out of one's way by way of
showing care and concern for the otvher seif, whe logic of The cmotion
word 'love' thus analysed entitles us to speakk of choosing to act up
to an emolion. Lodily expressiong ol emotions cam be decided to be
expressed or suppressed. An angry pzrson might conslder that he
saould not shoui or any one wio ls afraild may decide that ne must
not flce as a part of his strategy. ilost ciducational Programie COle
prises of what may be called training of emotloils, and in our OV ryw

day lifc we do ‘temper the expression of our emotions 1ln accordance
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Uith thoe elevcunotoncoo, Io onp poransoive diccourss wo doliborotoly

*1.

pot oul fo infiuwchoe ho custionmul bohnwdosr of obhop mesploe Sho
bordor Mae botuoon gerouosion ond proposonda Ag ofben d1f2ieuld o
Grmrg ond 2% 40 o faob ot tho poditiend opitator coxe sfton tlhon
ant guscocdne U3diar direebion showldd thom bo pescdblo to o pivon
o ourcodvoss Ddueoling coetionol &losocitiong Iz 2o 0ld oo podas

Gorg A% cmlf‘ Yron Mnte 6O Postolonnt da $hoe Usot, mid £ron the

Inmyyalon 't:@ Logere Sn Inddn the topie Doo coue wp again and annine

Uyoch the colebroned cormeniobor op fotunjeli's Fore Lutroe (14923,

Lao oodd 4hat 3ho oootdonel dlopositions f2ow oo Loth Arceiioun,

ounrds virtuco ond towends vicon »- chibionsdl dgnn ubhevate vohind,

yahatd o m*wm vahotd mopavn coe  lorek 1460 could bBo £0id fo cone

gict dn trofning the dlonondlilsons thot flow towards vicon, ond thores

b

by chongo ite conrae or divcotlion of flowing. ShOpe epneors no o
can $o dintraotd tho ooood uorth of fhe uostionod dioyecitions thob
plresdy Siou ftouceds virbuss. (m the bonio of on avsrenogs of e

picht dnto one's ovn ood othor meoplotn Loollngo thore repodan o

woooibiddey Shot some ooetiloncdly gotivated behoviour cap bo oo Lroo

Seo voriebility of cootionol enpasdly omong pooldo o on ool
plect ghoroctoriadic and 4n vicyw of that ctote of nfinirs obo oight
not soolz b0 fouwnd cornliby on oush o conbingont bLooios Doncon In
&ho Contlants gshons 46 undcuo du coeoping Lodng ﬁffﬂ@i»“"’i?ﬁl«' Tut
el weudd hoooon 48 vo elicone to follou fumo im helding o olege

conmomion botucon oootions ond sorality? Gronted thal cone ozsticno

5?

could Do doliborobtoly cultdvnbod, 28 uoudd thon womndn cu opon ques-

£



Llon whothor tho vordobildity of cuotdonol oo f,e Loy of poonlo 1o fne
gately aptoraimed, Gouvldd 3t '“z::% b o neojuddes thod €8 P aoucDe
doss to guide our mobloncd devolepoonrt? LB corod dlccouroo noed
% bo nooosoorily ashteonoblvo, om the contrizyy cnollond hove au
Lonortont pode to ploy 4An dt.  Duneto csorslon of bomoewod bt op oyne
pathotic conduct desalgh we With eeses o cootionad onpordopour

that aro ot anly £rpecsy  but Conolotont aod princinlods And ohoodd

this conlientlon Lo viablo, thoero asmoaro no noedd (o oopteso $hot
peopdo would Do popicucly hondicomed Ly ¢hoids Dicnly 1.0.,

noturol oootizonl oolowuis.

o

Cho sonsiderptione cubudived nbove cpldld Jor rovicing thic cope

sopt ol ecobions Thoe arpuoonto oopingt ooetiono hovwlan corod donort

a

oo thon conviaeing only Indtiolly, Ginco the Hemtloms do ool dolwo
aecount tho ceabire phoncoonn of o oooblgoo thoy Dyocont wo kb o
dloterted olcture of Sho cooos  Jozrcin lioo the oucelel volue of
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