PREFACE

Urban geomorphology is the study of 1landforms, and their
related processes, materials and hazards, in ways that are
beneficial to planning, development and managément of urbanized
areas. Attention to urban geomorphology has increased in recent
-years in harmony with the growing recognition of the importance of
the much broader, but closely related fields of Environmental
Science. In technologically poorly equipped societies such as those
in the Darjiling Himalayas problems arising from urban development
are most serious as here, growth is uncontrolled and planning is
primitive or absent. Being aware of the situation Darjiling town,
where unpreéedented growth of population poses serious problems to
the municipal authority, has been selected for detailed study. This
work 1is self-evidently related to the present day conditions and
commonly these conditions present problems and provide hazards to
the human use of hilly hterrain so that they are inevitably of

interest to environmental managers.
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their help and co-operation, my thesis would not have seen light.
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