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‘The nature and scops of the study : Hume's theory of the
Pagsions is his moral psychology, 1l.0., the psychological side of
ethical inquiry. It is a conceptual map of human inelinations,
feelings, actions and cholces as relevant to a theory of ethics,
it is also a description of morally significant phenomena as well as
a deseription of the way to talk about the subject.

For Hume the human characteristicg relevant to moral wopbth
are always empirical, hence his morel psychology is an investigation

into human nature, There 1s, he saysy; an original fabric of human
nature congisting of propensities and’ dispositions.

Hume's moral psyechology is thug affiliated to his philosophical
anphropologys. Huch of hls acecount of the passions, thelr relationship
to reason, ete. presuppose his image of man, his view of human nature
as somuthlng given., Hume's rejection of reason.as a creavive foree is
characterigtlc of his way of looking at human nature. ileason, for him,
ig attested information; it has nothing to do with the choice of ends
The passions, on the otner hand, are the most personal part of us, the
best as well as the worst,

The problem of admitilng moral value to emotionally motivated
conduct arises in this context. On Hume's lines it should be possible
to show that moral worth could be admitted to emotions as in Patanjali
and Buddhlst ethles, the speclal value of Hume's moral nsychiology lies

in calling us to revise the naive and unoophisticated concept of emoe
tion given by the rationalists.

Hume's theory of the passions is intended to be the gystematic
study of the concepts involved in the deseription and explanation of
those human actlons whileh it is the function of morals to approve or
disapprove. Emotlon-words form a part of the vacabulary of moral
Judgenents,

Some misunderstanding of Hume's account of the passional pheno-

mena are noted and dlscussed H Gilbert Ryle and Anthony Kenny, in
particular, Pages 1 - 4l.
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2, Hume's YTheory of the Pasgsions:

In Book II of the Ireatige Hume has given his theory of the
passions In gccordance with the categories of his theory of knowledge
The passions are glmple impregglona of reflection, a class of secone
dary perceptions. <Yhey arc said vto be yiglent or galm according to
intensity. The passional phenomena are causally explicable, they are
sald to have tholr ggjects towards which they are direeted. The
Passlons are related to belief, habit and imagination.

There are three views on ilume's division of the passions into
calm and violeont ones : Kemp Smith's, idachel Kydd's and ilary
Warnock'se. UYhese are examined along with a consideration of P.
Ardal's conments,

lume sub.dlvides the passions also into gjirect and indireckt
ones. rassmore and Ardel on the nature of indirect passions. Kemp
Smith's classification of evaluative passions Vigea-vis Ardal's and
Mercer!s vievws.

the simple indirect passions are unanalysable, hence indefi-
nable., Hume describes them as having an object and a cause. <ha
passion called 'pride! is described accordingly. The problem cole
ceriing the object of pride. Pride as sclfevaluing, IThe distinetion
between helnz proud and fgeling proud overlooked by liume.

dumilivy is the contrary passion of pride. <he qualbity andg -
the gsubject of the passions. Can pride be justifiod? Ardal's view
on the matter,

The prineiple of the double assocliation of ideas and impre-
gsionse. I1ts application to explain the passage from one passion to
another. How are the passions related? Dispositional association
anong the passionse The difficudltles in liune's account.

Pe L. Gardiner's view that Hume's theory of the passions is
cartesian is examlned.

The agsumptiong of Hume's theory. <he logical hehaviour of
the cmotionewords, Witigenstein and Kyle on the traditlional theory

of emotions. Does Hume subseribe to the so~called traditional theory
of the passions?

The problem of corrigibhility of our knowledge of the passions.
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Hume's aecount of such passions as self-love, love, shame
etc, <“he problem of our knowledge of otherselves in the 1ight o
Hume's theory,. Pages 43 - 179,

3. the Principle of Sympathy : Communication of Sentinents.

Sympathy for iHume ig the communication of sentiments
( = feelings, passions) based on 'signs' of emotions. The process
convertving an idea into an ilmpression, Hume's model of mirror.
Factors in the operation of sympathy. It lnvolves probable reca-
soning.

) femp Smith on the process of gympataetic communicatlon. Does
it involve any inlerentlial elementc? Hercer's view criticised.

Scope of Sympathy. The role of belief, imaglination and cus-
tom in the operation of sympabhy. Adam omﬁth and hume on gympathy

Benevolence, love and plty in the econtext of oympathetxc C Ol U-
nication. BStrong and weak sympathy. The nature of the passions felt
in sympathy., %The prineiple of coaparison and syapathy. Humels anotion
of general rules. Sympathy and ethicsg. Pages 180 - 165.

4. Action and Frecedom.

Hume's notion of human action : "actlons of the body or mind",
His notion of the human agent, Hobbes and Deacaries on Lhe lssue.

The notions of will and “"necessary actlon." Hume's idea of
necessity. Uniformity of human actions. The theslg that actlons
exinibit a constaent unlon with the arent's notives. tliecessity' and The
causal relation, Hume's notion of "moral evidence', Necessity is
natural necessity and uniformity.

Liberty and necessity. Hobbes on 'liberty' and ‘free will'.
iocke's view : 'voluntary' is nob opposed Lo 'nccessary'. <he verb
'to will', Kemp Smith and P. I. Geach on Hume's definition of the
wille Arigtotlel!s view of voluntary actions. Cudworth and Heid on
the issue of human freedom.

°

Hume on the idea of power ; a guallty of perceptions, not of
objectss The spectator's vlew ygrgug the ageni's point of view.
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Descartes on the freedom of the will. Leibniz's rejection of
the Cortesian thesis, and hls view of freedom. Spinza and Huae : %he
Stoie heritage.

Hobbes and iume on 'liberty' tLiberty of spontaneity and
tliberty of ilndifference', 4he causal theory of human actions. Pre-
dictabilivy and intelligibi¢1ﬁy of setions,

Anscombey Ryle and Grice on *motive' yigeg-vis Hume's Motives
and reagons for actions. The verbs of agtion : their deseriptive and
aseriptive uses Helsdes Hart on fHume's notion of responglibility. Hume's
determinigm is methodologleal, Criticism of Raphael's view of Hume's
notions of Lreedom and pecessity. Pages 266 - 399

5, Heason and Agtion.

hY

Hume's notilon of piractical reason. 2rompbive and girective uses
of reagon. Clarke, Reid and Price on reason and actlon, Ihelr criti.
cisn of Hume's v1ews. lteason and experience s the alleged impotence of
reagson, Hutcheson and Hume on 'reason'. %he reason-like calm passions

as prineciples of action.

, Remp Smith on the role of calm passicns in determining Loe will.
Ressonableness or wareasonableness of actions,

Three senses of 'reason' in [lume : the discovery view of reasong
the notion of reason ag vausal explicabilliy; and reason as "artifieial
rules®, The relationship between tho three senses of 'reason' in res-

pect of human actiong. Concludlng remarks. rages 400 ~ 524

6. Bibliography Pages 525 -~ 529




