


" Mr. Chancellor, Dr. -S»_éamiﬁa;thﬂn. Merbers of the University

Council, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 am happy to be able to: welcome you all to-this ‘14th Annual
Convocation of the University of North Bengal. 1 would ke to extend
our warmest welcome to Dr. Swaminathan, Secretary to the Govt. of

 India in-the Ministry of Agricuiture and Irrigation, who is present

.among us a8 Chief Guest. A former Director General of the h_:dian
Council of Agricultural Research, and Secretary, Agricultural Research

and Education, he ‘is one of the foremost agricultural scientists of
India, internationally renowned for his original research _contrinutions.
#e is well known to all of us for introducing the dwarf wheal in India
and initiating the high yiclding varicties programme. A fellow of the .

~.Royal Society of London, Indiun National Science Academy and Indien .

v

Academy ‘of Sciences, he i3 recipient of & large number of awards
including Shanti. Swarup Bhatnagar Memorial Award, Birbal Sahni

‘Medal, Raman Magasaysiy award . for  Community Leadership, and

Padma Bhusan, W¢ aré grateful to him for accepling our \invitation
to deliver the convocation address. - : T ST )

To the jr'oung.gradhatels, a{wa_rdm of doctoral dc'graes,:' distine-
tions and certificates, [ would like to convey my best wishes for &

. successful career -and happy' life. When I say this, 1 am conscious of

the realities of life: which you will face hereafter, - Let me remind you

- however that: reslities have been axiomatically , different from the ideals

in all ages and in all countries, - Young men and women who are
leaving the portals of their ulma mater must have by now developed
certain noble values and ideals of their own. It may be-difficult ‘to recon-
cile these values and ideals withi the realitics, It. would rtequire’ conviction,
courage and a spirit of optimisim to hold on to one'’s cherished values—
‘and spirit of idealism. It would be ‘particularly difficult to do'-so when
the socio-economic conditions in our’ country appear to’ be passing

‘through a-crisis. I pray t.hnt' you may have the ncccssary'_{ortitudc and .

strength of body and mind to bear with the conditions and strive. for
sustaining your optimisim along with the eternal values of honesty and .
truthfulness. May God bless: you. :

That I have drawn your attention to the problems of _our.society




at large, does not {mply thal we have been free from problems in the
University and Colloges.  lndeed. during the year that we are  just
through, serious problems hnve urisen with regard to ouor development
programmes, and more wp in  respect of our normal activities. One

particular Factor which has givan rise to this problem is the continuous -
rise in costs of books, equipmemts, Iuboratory materials as also of the'

costs of maintenance und  vywstrggtionnl work. While deficits on reve-

nue account are- mounting ww m teswdt of rising costs, we had no assis- - .

tance from the University Grants  Comniission on capital accomnt for
purchise of hooky and  equipments,  This has resulted in sericus
handicaps For studentys, roveurchers snd tenchers to pursue their studies

und:luborutory work, . Not osly that, even: sanctioned grants for ongo-

Ing bullding vonsiruetion, fellowshipy - und research projects are not

'-'h‘“_“:-'-i' "‘“Hdhym'Uﬂ.lwmﬂfq"gu‘l:qmmlniuu on the ostensible
2 ;fg\_i:‘ﬂ_mi_ﬂ;.jﬁf'_:lﬂﬁk_:'bf.-:fl_l':l_ld_i., - "Fhis Kas actunlly huppened in the case of all
‘the Sste Universities, We hauve moved the Stite Guovernment 1o take
up the multer with the Chairman, University {}l'lli!'l_lfi Comanisston, and
the Union Ministey of Education. | do not know how we shall meet
the crisis il' the position does not change for the better.

S

Normal - activities of the University have also -been hampered = -

durihg the last year due to failure of power supply and ﬁoweb—shcddiﬁg :

for long hours. This has adversely affected laboratory-work and resessch
activities in the Science Departments, and made it difficult 1o maintain
regular water supply in the campus. There was some unavokdnble detay
in making arrangements for operating the - ndditionul '1par_ﬁ1hy diesel
generator. Nomn-availability of lcchﬂlis&!:i'd_ﬂ";-in’lfl; Hﬂ_dﬁdmﬁ}nf diese]
supply did not permit the operation ol the-generater: for sometime..
* . However, we huve boen .'l,h_l_i;.-}';‘l. ﬁl’PﬂiDili‘H !éﬁ'ihinf'y'?‘ﬁfﬂ.]_'_'lmcﬁme
huck and the dionel mpplyhuj‘nﬂkhihlylm proved +o - geriain extent
now,  Kven- then' we: huve to bstall o few R C. rhiypewdls ond parip
sein 1o solve Lhe- prablem of witer aupply o n perniktiend . basis.  For
this purpose, we 'h'ili,_ﬁ approithed the State Chiﬁi_"m_ig_!'ﬂl for capital
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some time. On our. request ~the Department of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Welfare and the Department of Education have: assu-
red that some grant may be available to meet the immediate needs of -
post-graduate students, The State Government has also assured that
the - University buildings now being. occupied by ‘the Public Works
~ Department ( Construction: Division ) will be vacated but only part of
- these buildings will be ‘available at present. We hope to provide some
accommodation to the needy Law College students and research scho-
lars as soon as the above premises are vacated. g

The above steps, however, will act as a iemporary and partial
solution to the problems we are passing through. The Upiversity Grants
Commission had meanwhile desired us to send our development propo-
sals for the VI Plan period. We have formulated such proposals as per
guidelines’ from ‘the University Grants Commission. . Let me briefly
mention some of the more important of our ‘proposals. Foremost of
all, there are proposals for construction of hostels, expansion of facili«
tics in the teaching departments and Centres for Life Scierices  and
Himalayan Studies including additional faculty positions, equipment
and book grants and expansion of buildings. We have proposed open-
ing of post graduate courses in Botany und Zoology in the University
in view of the limited intake capacity of Darjeeling Govérnnient College
~and a growing pressure of admission to the Bio-Science courses both at
‘the under graduate and post-graduate levels. For sometime there has
also been a-growing demand from students and teachers that there
should be facil ties for study of foreign and oriental languages. A pro-
posal his, therefore; been made for -establishing an Institute of
Languages und Linguistics in this University. ° A

While dwelling on the question of inttoducing new: courses; let
me draw yeur atlentivn to a particular problem which many of our
colleges are Tacing to-day.- Weé agree with the view held by UGC that
new colieges should not be started whea éxisting col leges are not viable:
At the same lime, one finds that there is heavy pressure on our collepes
from students secking admission at the 2 stage. Indeed, in some
cc]lcgqs students of Higher Secondary classes. far outnumber. those in the
“‘degree cpurses. This.is partly beciuse~ High schools have not been
upgraded in - sufficient numbers to admit the growing number . of
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students passing the secondary examination, 1t -is also due to the fact
that students normally prefer to join these classes in a college rather.
than in s schooz In fact many schools with teaching arrangements for
42 classes are known to be -languishing for want of students while
nearsy colleges are forced to'admit many more than they can accomuyo--
date. This is particularly true of Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar and Wﬁest-"

Dirajpur districts. Duc to the” absence of required teaching posts in-
_these colleges and ‘an inordinately -large number of ‘students. in cach -
Higher Secondary class, there is hardly any scope for effective teaching.

But more sérious is the problem of class room spnt':x:-' Added to this,

quitz a few of cur colleges are under great pressure for opening Botany

and Zoology courses at the undergraduate pass level. This is because
the number of students offering Bio-Sciences at the +2 stage is increa-

sing very fast. We hope that the State Govt. will favourably consider: "
the proposals which have -been made by colleges for opening wnder=:
graduate classes ‘in Botany and Zoology, and also ‘sanction ‘additional
téaching. posts where justified. locidentally, to miake our M.A..course

in Sociology znd Social “Anthrepology academically stronger, we arc
formulating proposals for introducing this subject at the undergraduate
Jevel. : . ]

Coming back to our VI Plan proposals, development of ithe
Service and [nstrumentation Centre. will help us to be self-reliant “as
regards repair, maintenaace and servicing of aqui_pme:iu used in differ
ent laboratories and departments and thus lead to substantial saving
in expenditure. Similarly, development of the Research Service Centre
will facilitate cdmp_utaﬂionél work for research purposes; the available

facilities now are located in Calcutta, which make them expensive and

time-consuming. Reasonable Development Grants have thus been

scght for these centres to make them more d‘scfu!.

Proposals’ have also been sent for construction -of a Stadiusi
and gymnpasivm, a Students Union building and additional residential
guarters for teachers, officers and employecs. : :

Last j-ea;, we had finalised schemes for introducing. employment~

oriented com;es'-',n Science/Technology ' as well as Commerce - and -

management. These have been recommended to the UGC “for approval
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‘and sanction of‘ﬁmds I meed” ha.sdly emphasise that it fs urgently
necessary to start these courses so as to make our academic programme:
more purpossful and productive for the average graduates. It is learnt
that these schemes .will be considered separately by the UGC. If so,
& we havea zpcc:al case for. starting .these courses in the Umversny of
' Norﬂl Bcngal Iﬂcatcd as, :1: is in a backward region.

: I am .pot sure tn what eatent aﬂ thm proposals that we bave '
sent will be approved by the University - Granfs Commission, As the
position stands mow, it is also not sertain when propusals will be consi~
dersd. Let us hope for the ‘best,. =~ - :

Iam howcm, glad to say that mapm: of resource constraints
and limited -Facilitics at our disposal,. consistent efforts have been made
¢ to suslain and  improve acade;mc activities in' our University - and
Colleges. During the last yezr, as in the past, the academic depart-
menls organised a large pumber of programmes -in which ‘students, .
res=arch scholars and teachers mad the benefit of interaction with experts
- from other imstitutions and among themselves. Extension lectures,
seminars and workshops were .wcuesshﬂ]y organised in the Umvers:ty
- Deparnmeants as well as at regional Centres, some of which were possi- -
ble with financial assisiance from the University ‘Grants Commission.
ﬁ.] waould liks to mention some of these programmes 'by way uf recnrd-
ing their signilicance.

In ths special extension lectures programmes,a number of cminest’
ar.d distinguished scientists and scholars visited the University as guest
speakers. 1n the Depariment of Paysics, Nobel laureate Prof. Dorothy
Hocgkin from U. K., Professor S. Ramaseshan, Director of the Nation~
al Aeronautical Laboratory ( Bangalore ), Dr. N. K. Jaggi from Bhava
Aform‘c Reseacch Centre, Dr: Y. Singh of Banaras Hindu University and -
Dr. N. K. Sehgal from the Space Application Centre ( Abmedabad ); .
In the Derartment of Chemistry, Dr. { Mrs. ) Ashima Chatterjee from- 1

Calcutta University, Dr. G. Thyagarajan, Director of the chmnal..--=.
Reszarch Laboratory. ({CSIR ), Jorhat, Prof. S K. Mukherjee, ex-Vice= ;v

Chancellor, Calcutta University, Prol. "{Mis:) K. K, Rohatgi Mukherjee
‘( from Jadavpur Umaru‘s.ltj and Prof.' S. C. Bhattacharyya, Director, Bose
llstltute ‘Calcutta; . In " the Department of Mathemaiws, Prof, S. C.
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Dasgupta from Ben'gal Engineering College, Howrah, and Prof. S. K.
- Chakraborty from Burdwaa Ugiversity. - In the Centre for Life Sciences,
Prof D. P. Burma from Banaras Hindu University, Prof. S. P. Ray
Choudhury, Emeritus Scientist, Department of Zoology, Calcutta _
University, Prof S. Mukkerjee, Dean, School of Life Sciencgs, Jawaharlal. 5.
Nehru University, Dr. (Mrs.) A. Mukherjée from the School. of Environ- °
mental Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University,and Prof. P.C.C. Gumham
former  Head: of the: Department of Paramtology, Lnndon School of
Hygtenc and Troplcal Medicine. : ;

In thc Humamues -.md Social Sciences, eminent guest spéakers,
included the. following : In the Department of Political Science, Prof.
Aniruddha Gupta from: the Schoot of African Studies, Jawaharkal Nehru
University, and Drf. George ™ H. Gadbois from the University of
Kentucky ((USA ); In the D\e‘partmmt of Nepali, Prof. D. R. Timsina «
from Banares Hindu University and Dr. Basndev Tripathy from Tribhu- - -
wan . University, Kathmandu (Neépal); In the Department of Hnstnry, e
Dr. Barun De, Director, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences and. Dr. -
B. N. Mukherjee, Carmichael Professor and Director of the Centre Yok q
Advanced Study,  Calcutta University; In the Departmcnz of Commerce,
Prof.'S. K: Das from Utkal University, Prof. L. D. Joshi from Lucknow . i
University, Prof. R. G. Sarien, ¢ x»Dltccior, Podar Institue of Manage-, ;
© ment, Jaipur, and Prof, S. Bhattacharyya, Tax Consultant and member -x_
of.the faculty, Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta; In the Depart '
-ment of Philosophy, Prof. M. K. Bhadra from:Burdwan University and
Prof. A. K. Sarkar of California State University; In the Department of
Bengali, Dr Vicior Ivbulis of the University of Riga -( USSR ), and Dr.
Semendra. Nath.' Banerjee. from  Viswa  Bharati  University; In the
Department of English, Dr. Mohit Kumar Roy and Prof. Sisir Kumar
Ghosh from Viswa Bbarati, Prof. Jyoti Bhattacharyya from Czlcutta
University and Prof. Jusodhora Bagchi from .Iadavpur Uhiversity. -

[

Some special academic programmes. are also wurth mendioning in-
this context. - A week long national symposium on ‘Nuclear Innemctmns
_at high energies’ jointly sponsored by the UGC and the Department of
Physics was held in May 1979, It was attended by 30 outstatica and 70
Jocal participants, and as many as 75 papers wese contribuced at the
gymposmm bearing on recent researches in the field. . The. Department
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of Political Sciencg organised a three-day workshop on - ‘Revelopment
Administration’ with finuncial assistance from Univesity Grants Commi-

_ ssion, This was attended by ucademic. experts, administratorss, posi-
‘graduate students, research scholars and teachers from Colleges.

( ‘A regional Conference on Indian Philosophy was also held in the
Department of . Philosophy with financial assistance from Uaiversity

_ Graats Commission. The conference was addressed by a number of experts.
The subjects included particular aspects of the philosophy of Tagore,
K. . C. Bhattacharyya, Sri Aurabindo, ' Rashhchari Das and M. K.
Gardbi. Colicge teachers as well as post graduate students participated
in the Conference. : ; -

A number of seminars of college teachers were organised at
regional ceotres during the last year to enablc them to discuss new
sp.dimensions of tKe under-graduate syllabi following the 10+2 Higher
Secondary course. One was beld at Siliguri-for teachers of Political
Saence; ane each at Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling-for teachers of * History;
at Cooch Behar for teachers of Chemistry and Economics respectively;
onec at Gangtok for teachers of .Commerce; at the University Campus
-for  college -teachers of 'English -and Bengali respectively; and at
:Darjeching for teachers of Botany.and teachers of Zoology. :
i ‘r ‘Ajong.with the academic programmes. mention should he made
- of the programme of .activities: which has been adopted by the recons- '
- tituted Nepali Academy of the University. 7This includes preparation of
a Nepali-Bengali dilectal d?ctionary and writing .of text books in Nepali
for nnder-graduate courses. It is needless to say that these programmncs
will not materialise ‘'unless we have special grants for the purpose.

The University Museum ( named after Late Akshaya Ku mas

- Maitreya ) has been collecting scolptures and other articles.of archaeo-
logical significance, manuscripts; coins and ‘oBbjects of folk art and
culture from time to time.  An cxhibition of the Museum collections
will be opcacd today at 2-30 P. M. by our Chief Guest. [-am swrc alt
of yoa will find the exhibits jatercstiag as well as educative. Indeed; the

- Muscum has dbeen a source of inducement to research for many. Last
P year ‘we sent a proposal to the Unlon Miaistry of Education & Social
WeNare secking development grants for the Museum including funds for

)



constriction of 'a- separatc \«!useum"Bmldmg... 'We'havﬁ béen recently
tnformed that an 1nspcctmn team- wﬂ.l s00R wmt the . Unwersity m:d dis-
_c.ussthc ﬁropﬂsalwrthua. SR T L e e TR

A )

Having spokcn a.bﬂul academu; programmcs. I mast. rtport on’ _.;

other activities'as well. . Last year, ~the fimctioning of - the University
“Spocts Board was. specially encouraging to all.  The. North Zooe Inter-
‘Upiversity Table Teanis Toumamcnt was- sucocsafu‘lly held in*Nokembeér,
1979 under the’ ampwes of ‘the Sporls Board asswted by thc North
Bengal Medical Coliege. . The Sports ‘Board -was also entrusta:l' by the
Cricket Association of Ben gal “to corlauctna. Central Cricket Cooching

Camp for 21:days. There were 28 sclect tralgees from different districts |

of West 'anga.l. The . ca.mpwa?s stated. tu h&y ' bmn h:ghly instructive
‘and cncout&gmg. Apart from . the abmrc two prog:ammds, . the Sports

Bmﬂ organised coachmg for short pcrm{is for - the . Umvcrsnty teamm

; .'.1 :

rm-_

selected ‘to- parttmpate in :the m’ner—Unwemty tournaments It also ':=

orgamscd mter-cnllcge spoﬂx A football enck'et tahk—tznn:s and

_nt,hkncs st : A fas 3 e Sl s

The actiyities ot' thc North Bt.ng,al 'l]"nwcrs:ty ’Studeuts Amﬁ.c'

b}

f.mn - during -the last year:’ mcluded mth:las-s ~gports; tournamehts,l'* _; !

debating competitions, - and ntwo—day s:mmaf on the language pmblem-. '

which was. addressed by the Chicf-Minister: of West Bengx]_ “The Y 5,

ciation also organised am. cn;oa.rabla Cul'l‘.l.lﬂl.] programme consisting’ of‘ -
yocal music, folk songs. and drama. . ‘A scmioar-on ‘laod’ reforms :
organised by -them:. was - addrmscd ‘by:. Sri Bcuo:_r'Kﬂshna Knnamthc'

peasant leader. - -Shri T\Iafa}-an Choudhun s:pﬁke on: "Artand Culfure |

ina specmr lecture m:gamscd by thr: ﬁssncm.tmn.

R glad to:say thxt the csmpus Recrcanon ‘! ‘Cultaral Comlmttcc -
was active inspite of the. limited financial resources which:- was -available
to it. Through its. programmes an opportunity of davelopmg social |
relations is pmwdcd to-all 'sections  of the University :Community.. The
‘Camiittee organised a festival cricket match, ‘a. popular lecture on—
Rabindra Sahitya 0" Chitrakala with slide’ prOJectmns and a pregramme
of Boul songs by Purna Chandra Das. ' The 'Mahila: Samity’ was also .

acrive last year having organised a sports cﬂmpmtmn for children f the “‘;.

Cal:npus, a dramatic pert'urmanu: by young boys and «prh, and & m'qr
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mgmmm of mum and rcmtal.mns.

' "On the accasion of the Jast” mnmtannn 1 had mentmned nbnut
our involvement ' with the prognmmc of adult’ education and literacy

; Int]m r-egwn.. L am, bappy to say that some of our colleges which
were " already’ doins creditable “NSS:work , - have since taken up adult
educat:on uan m:portam -part of their ‘extension service. 1 would
p*nnrhcularty Iike to mention the commendable . -performance of
Balurghat Collcge, Ahpnrdun: College, Malda Teachers Training
COIIGBC Dinhata Colicge ‘Tufanganj Colleg: ‘and Lorreto College
m ‘that connection. Notwithstandi ag difficulties in undeﬂakmg

" such ucuwhm. there is no teason why several other ‘colleges should not
‘be equa.ﬂjr serious about it and make an honest effort. A ‘Central Work-
i "'shpp was held m the Umvcmtj' in December last to review our progress
n’ '_ "fi;a.rd We have beea orgamsmg regional seminars now to
3 dmuu the problams and suggesting ways and means of -overcoming the
s dities in starting adult education centres. There is reasonable hope
that at least 15 co]]bgu will be able to do somﬁthmg._m the next few

3 would oow" hke 1o md my mport e-xpressmg mjr sense of
- appm:mtmn of the' spmt of cn—opcmtwn ‘and mdemtandmg with: whxch
. members of the University Council bave helped me to steer the adminis-
~ ‘tration. of this University, and the helpfil manner in which teachers, -

:students, research scholars; officers and employm have mb]ed me to-
msnlvs 1h¢ pmhll:ms ol‘ the Univ cI'Sl.l}’ i'n:im tlme 1o ﬂme.




