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1 FROM OBSCURITY TO A METROPOLITAM: A HISTORY OF THE GROWTH AND EXPANSION OF SILIGURI TOWRN WITH
PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO ITS GEDSTRATEGIC IMPORTAMNCE (circa 1835-2014) A Thesis Submitted In Partial
Fulfilmen of the Requirements For the Degree of DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN HIMALAYAN STUDIES WITH
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CENTRE FOR HIMALAYAN STUDIES NORTH BEMNGAL UNNERSITY JULY 2022

2 INTRODUCTION L INTRODUCIMNG THE THEME: THE THEORETICAL COMNCEPTS Fascination with the city is not new. (1
has existed throughout history. It is as ancient as the origin of the city itself and it can be found in the folk wisdom as well
as the sophisticated social and political conjecture of the majority of civilizations, This cbsession with the city- to be
miore precise with its singularity, with its strengths atong with weaknesses, with its difference from the countryside can
be found in all civilizations as diverse a3 the Roman, Jewish, | Christian, Hellenistic, Chinese. Indian, and lslamic. 1 The
moment we hear the word City we start to associate certain physical characierstics such as closed agglomerations, big
shopping complexes, sky scrapers, multiplexes, wide roads etc. the city becomes a physical entity. In addition to being a
physical entity, a city is also a functional entity where economic, political and sdministrative acthities are cammied out. In
citles, a large volume of trade, commerce and financial services ks carred cut, offices of enterprise groups, government
offices and main units of administrative bodies are also located, which supports business oppartunities. In addition to
being a physical or functional entity. a city is also a social entity. Cities are heterogenecus places where peaple from
giverse social, cultural and ethnic backgrounds lve in close proximity. We can atso say that cities are also a place of social
reproduction, comprising the myriad interwoven behaviours and activities of its inhabitants and communities, each of
which exhibits idiasyncratic Sfestyle preferences and charsctenistics, Innovations in science, technology and
communication are first experienced in cities and then camed elsswhere, whether in steam engines, avtomohiles, the
Intermet of telephones or laptops. Each location grows 1 Ellis Joyee, John Walton, and Asthony Sutcliffe. "SM Eisenstads
and A Shachar, Society, Culture and Urbanization. Newbury Park: Sage, 1987, 301pp.” Urban History 17 (1990): 214-215.
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