
PREFACE

This dissertation on the Philosophical Foundations o f  an 

Ideal Society : In the light o f  Modern Indian Thinkers, is a 

comparative and critical study. Here, I have relied heavily upon 

published philosophical books. On thorough examination o f  major 

philosophical works, this research is a modest attempt to find out a 

new direction on the Study of Philosophical Foundations o f  an 

Ideal Society: In  the light o f  Modern Indian Thinkers.

My passion for the study of Philosophical Foundations o f an 

Ideal Society: In the light o f  Modern Indian Thinkers was first 

kindled when I came across some published books o f  Vivekananda , 

Sri Aurobindo and Swami Swarupan.anda since my student life. 

There is huge number of books in different philosophical systems on 

this vast subject. Due to time constraint, it was simply not possible 

for me to read all thse books. Instead, I consciously choose some 

major original books written by Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo 

and Swami Sv̂ ’arupananda. Beside these I also chose some books 

edited by others on Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo and Swami 

Swarupananda.

To the scope and contents o f the subject matter, this thesis is 

the result o f  an intensive study o f  Philosophical Foundations o f  an 

Ideal Society. This thesis cites and analyses these works in order to
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compare and contrast differing view-points about Ideal Society I 

have cited and analysed only those portions o f  the books that are 

relevant to Philosophical Foundations o f  an Ideal Society and its 

interpretation in a broader aspect.

A few researchers, scholars and authors have compared and 

analysed different views about Ideal Societ}-' earlier but none has 

tried to decipher or use the concept on Philosophical Foundations 

o f  an Ideal Society as I have attempted in this dissertation. As I 

have already hinted above, the main purpose of this research, is to 

cite, decipher and contrast varying ideas of several dimension of 

thought in Indian Philosophy on Philosophical Foundations o f  an 

Ideal Society.

I have tried to understand the reasons of the emphasis laid on 

Philosophical Foundations o f  an Ideal Society : In the light o f  

modern Indian Thinkers through theories and concepts propagated 

by several dimension o f  thought in Indian Philosophy. This study 

analyses critically the theories o f  the three thinkers which may 

help future researchers of this field.

Throughout the dicussion I have made the English rendering 

of Sanskrit and Bengali words and sentences for the sake of clarit>^ 

This work is divided into six broad chapters and a bibliography.

Some errors might have crept in here, inspite o f my best 

efforts to avoid the same for which I apologise from the scholars in
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this respect. I humbly submit this work for discerning judgement of 

the learned.

First I take the opportunity to record my deep sense of 

gratitude to my supervisor, Dr. Raghunath Ghosh, Professor and 

Head o f  the Department of Philosophy, Dean, Facult}^ of Arts, 

Commerce & Law, and Co-ordinator U G C’s Special Assistance

Programme, North Bengal Unis-ersit)’, Siliguri whose untiring help, 

valuable guidance and strong support are gratefully acknowledged.

I am grateful to each and every Professor of the OepartmenTof 

Philosophy, University o f  North Bengal for their encouragement and 

mspiration.

I express my deep sense of gratitude to Dr.(Mrs) Sanghamitra 

Dasgupta, Reader, Department of Philosophy, Dereogio College, 

Kolkata, for her valuable suggestions and encouragement from time 

to time.

In the completion of the present work I always got 

encouragement from Dr. Bisw'ajit Chakraborty, Former Professor, 

Department o f  Bengali, Radhamadhab College, Silchar, whose kind 

affection and timely suggestions have led me to keep steadily on my 

path.

In understanding my subject , I was much inspired by the 

scholarly expositions o f  Dr. Jashobanta Roy, Senior Lecturer, 

Department o f  Philosophy, Radhamadhab College, Silchar, w^ho had
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very kindly allowed me time to discuss and get suggestions from 

him.

I express my deep sense of gratitude of Dr(Mrs) Subhra 

Ghosh, Senior Reader & Head, Department of Sanskrit, Ananda 

Chandra College, Jalpaiguri, West Bengal, with whom I had the 

opportunity to discuss some o f  the problems dealt w îth in this 

dissertation and I was immensely benefited by her reflections. I am 

also indebted to Mrs. Kabita Majumder, Sinior Lecturer & Head, 

Department o f  Philosophy, Radhamadhab College, Silchar, with 

whom I had the opportunity to get guideline regarding my research 

work.

I gratefully acknowledge my debt to Mrs. Chhanda Dhar, 

Lecturer & Head, Department of Philosophy, Sarada Charan Dey 

College, Kalinagar, Hailakandi who has shov^n keen interest, and for

an unflinching support for this research work, and her constant 

encouragement all through in completion of my thesis.

I also like to record my gratitude to Mrs. Sibani Dhar, former 

Senior Lecturer and Head, Department o f  Political Science, 

Radhamadhab College, Silchar whose inspiration and valuable 

suggestions help me to complete my research work. I am also 

indebted to Miss Candra Chakraborty, In-charge, Reading room. 

District Library, Silchar, who supplies me the valuable books and 

study materials time to time relevant to my research work.
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I like to convey my gratitude to Rathindra Kumar 

Brahmachari, former Principal Radhamadhab College, for his 

interest and encouragement in my research work.

My gratitude records for academic supporting staff, namely
/

Satyanarayan Roy, Sr. Asstt. and Rabindra Ch. Dutta, Record 

Supplier. 1 like to thanks for all officials and employers, Ur)iversit>’ 

o f  North Bengal, for their help and co-operation. My thanks are due

to the authorities and staff o f North Bengal Universit}' Librar>% 

R^fi'mmadhab College Library, Silchar, Assam University Librar>% 

Silchar^ National Library, Kolkata and Calcutta Universit}- Library, 

Calcutta.

Thanks are also due to Dr. Romesh Kumar Majoo, Reader, 

Department o f  Education, Assam Universit}-, Silchar, with whom I 

had the opportunity to discuss some of the problems dealt with in 

this dissertation. It would be failing in my duties if I do not 

acknowledge the name of my elder brother(gurubhai) Sri Jovti 

Prakash Das, Senior lecturer and Head, Department o f  Commerce, 

Karimganj College, Karimganj for his keen interest and for the 

supply o f  some study materials, specially during my preparation of 

the chapter Swami Swarupananda’s Concepts of Man and Ideal 

Society. Thanks are also due to Dr. Mrinal Kanti Roy, Former 

Senior Lecturer, Department o f  Chemistr>’, Alipurduar College, 

Alipurduar, West Bengal, helps me all through in completion of my 

research work. My sincere thanks are due to him. 1 would also like to
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thank Dr. Bidhan Ch. Roy, Lecturer, Department o f  Physics, Siliguri 

College, Siliguri with whom I had opportunity to discuss various 

problems relating this dissertation.

I am also under an obligation to place on record the name of 

Sri Bijay Kanti Dhar, who extended help by giving me books, study 

materials from time to time. Besides, there are may others who have 

been directly or indirectly responsible for the successful completion 

o f  the present work in minimum time. The mentionable among them 

are, Mr. Bobotosh Roy, former Vice-Principal, Maibung Higher 

Secondary School, N.C.Hills, Assam, Dr(Mrs) Sandhya Roy, 

Lecturer, Department o f  Education, Womens’ College, Silchar, Mr, 

Subhash Talukdar, Former Principal, Ramkrishnanagar College, 

Karimganj, Assam. I thank them all for their interest in my research 

work.

I would like to record my gratitude to Mr. Binoy Bhusan 

Dhar, father-in-law and Mrs. Putul Rani Dhar, mother-in-law'. 

Ashram Road, Silchar, who have always been the source of my 

inspiration and help.

Last but not least my heartfelt appreciation for all my family 

members especially my father, Sambhu Charan Dey, my mother 

Smt. Bimala Rani Dey, my younger brothers, Sri Nirmal Chandra 

Dey, Ramkrishna Dey, Babu Chandra Dey respectively who have 

stood by my side when I lost confidence and have given me moral 

support and courage.

Philosophical Fomtdatiotts of An Ideal Society : In The Light Of Modem Indian Thinkers



This work could not have been submitted in a proper manner 

without the patience and labour of Mr. As is Kr. Nag who took 

meticulous care in typing this thesis. My affectionate thanks are dut 

to him.

I also acknowledge my indebtedness to all those whose works 

I have consulted, referred to and quoted.

There are many others who have offered their time, energy and 

advice in completing this work. Though I cannot acknowledge them 

by name, my gratitude to them remains all the same. Last, but not 

the least, I am thankful to M/s Dinesh Printing Press for binding my 

thisis.
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