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Preface

Environmental challenges are becoming more prevalent worldwide, which i1s a major
concern as our living environment continues to deteriorate. Urban areas, in particular, are
highly susceptible to these challenges. However, rapid urbanization is a crucial aspect of
modernization in today's world. India is also experiencing a significant increase in
urbanization. The rate of urbanization in India is rapidly rising, with new urban centers
being established every decade. The mam factors contributing to this growth are high
migration rates from rural to urban areas and population growth. The North Bengal region
of West Bengal is no exception to this trend. Known for its stunning natural landscapes,
including greenery, forests, hills, and mountains, the region is also witnessing the rapid
development of both new and existing urban centers. Unfortunately, this urbanization

process 1s leading to environmental neglect.

I reside in Siliguri city. The place where I grew up is a unique blend of hills, dooars, and
plains. From a young age, I have been fascinated by the beauty of environment,
considering it as a valuable gift from Mother Nature to this region. Since my childhood,
I have travelled into different districts of North Bengal and have consistently been amazed

by the beauty of this area.

As a resident of Siliguri, I have observed the city's transformation from a small town to a
large urban center. I am particularly interested in the impact of rapid urbanization on the
overall health of the city, as well as the surrounding districts. Environmental degradation
in urban areas 1s a major concern for me. Urban centers are usually the primary hubs for
finance, healthcare, education, and business in a region or country. In North Bengal, these
urban centers also play a crucial role in economic activities, healthcare services, and

educational systems.

While exploring the urban areas of various districts in North Bengal, I have noticed an
increase in environmental challenges. I am conscious of several environmental unrest,
protest movements, campaigns in the urban centers of different cities in the North Bengal
through newspapers, media. Throughout the years, I have come to know about similar
movements occurring in other urban regions of North Bengal. My goal is to comprehend

the causes and effects of these environmental disruptions in the area.
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The role of Civil Society organizations (CSOs) 1s an important aspect of this thesis. CSOs
play a crucial role in maintaining a healthy democracy due to their wide range of
activities. I have always been curious about the significant role of CSOs in promoting a
good and healthy democratic environment from different dimensions in a nation. My aim
1s to comprehend the role of CSOs in protecting the urban environment, both locally and
globally. I believe that if CSOs are provided with the right environment to work, they
have the potential to address and tackle the growing environmental challenges. In this
thesis, I aim to explore various urban environmental issues, the different environmental
protection movements, the role of CSOs in this context, the level of public participation
in environmental decision-making, the significance of environmental leadership, and the

involvement of political parties and administration.
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