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h they have +hn-.1 own defects, in the absence of Hetter matenx
% ghed a flood of it upor: tho rea! movements and the hopm and
‘the streng*h 2nd weakness of the people fur over a century, and
ses ofmstfucucm and guidaice, they far outweigh in value the.
ggs\of wars and conquest« dynastic changes, and revo'uuons,
;lnéh take up so much space in our ordnmry histories.
It is proposed in this paper to'introdnce this vast record to the at-
tentive student of Maratha history, and with a view to give point to the
Jlesrons which it saggests -an attempt will be made to set forth the con-
v/ trast between the causes, which helped the Maritha Confederaév in the
first of the last century to spread its rule and influence over the whole
-of Indla and prevail over every country power, Musalman or Hindu,
Sikh or Jat, Rohilla or Rajpoot, Kathis or Gujars, the Portuguese, the
Nizam and Hyder in the Telangana and Dravid countries, and the eire
'cumstances which led, in the latter half, to -the gradual dismernbermeft
of that that power.  The dividing line which separates the two periods eoins
cxdes with the transfer of covereign power from the descendants of Shivaji
‘and Shahu to the hands of the Brabmin Peishwas, when, on the death of
Shaht, the Maratha caprta? was removed from Satara to Poona. The
deed executed by Ra_]"t Shahu empowered the Peishwa to manage the
- whole. government of the Empire on the condition of pery peruating the
Raja s:ﬁame, and keeping up the dignity of the house ; and chis deed was
ratified, Jater on, by Shahn’s cuccessor Ram Raja, when he agreed to re-
noufice ﬁll power on condition of a small tract near Satara being assigned
.tofus own management.  The battle of Panipat, which closed the {lond-
tide of Maratha conquest, miay be regarded as a serviceable historical
boundary-mark for this period The next 60 years bring out, one by
one, the weak pomts in the character of the rulers 'md of the nation
generally, and show how the full was hastened long before the English
conquest of the couniry in 1817, This contrast will illustrate how the
later Peighwas’ policy departed from the principles laid down by Shivaji,
and })ll!‘SﬂEd with more or less fidelity by Rajaram and Shahu, and how
“ their neglect of the true pelicy and their return to the old Brahminie
ideals of exclusiveness and division sowed the seeds of deczy, .vhxch ultz-
mately hastened the downfall of the C onfedemcv.

e changes in the constitution of the Gevermnem ander Maratha

. rule necessarily demund ‘rst attention. In my
Constitntion,

paper on ‘Shw‘ib 28 a ClV‘l raler’ read before the

Ahmtxc Society, I have described at sorie jength the principal features

of th@ gomatitution of the ‘ ¢u. or the Councii of the State.
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sting of the exoht ehief ministers, including bcxth cxyll and military
ﬁmc}mnanee In the Gual arrangements adopted by Shivaji, Lheve were
8 8arnobats, or military memhers; onie the Commander-in-chief Jf the
Catalry and the other of the Infantry. The Peishwa was the Prime
ﬁg@ster and executive head of the Concil, The Pant Amat\"x had the
m of the revenue and account deperiments; the Pang nachna or
Soorn ﬁukad the charge of all corresponience and record, and the Dabir
or-“S antgas minister in charge of foreign 'affairs. Another 'ministef,
the Mantri, was in cl*axge of the house-hoid aud therc were two purely
~ civil fuucmoname\, the Nvayadhisha, and Nyayashaste o Panditrao, who
5 represented the judicial and ecclesiastioul d epartments. None of these
& offices. were hercditary, and there were frequent transfers fiom one oﬂice
to another, The Peishwz « office, for instauce, had been held by four
»@ﬂim'ent families before it became hereditary in Balaji Vishv anath’s line,
,ﬁer uearly a hundred vears from its first ereation. - The' offices of the
tinidlhi-and the Sachiv 'md the Mantri, became bereditary after
: ~mma g through three ditferent fdmll'-’is The office oftommander-ub
- Chief bec:me hereditary i the Dabhade family afier it had been held by
‘seven or eight chiefs, including Palkar, Gujar, Mohite, Ghorpade, Jadhav
and ather lcaders. fhe same remark holds good Jf ‘the other .minor
minirgers. In the official order of precedence, the Veishwa was a
swaller functionary than the Pant Pratinidhi, whose ofice was created
by Rajaram at Jinji, and Pralhad Niraji was made the vice-gerent of ‘the
Rdja..,l' he fixed salary of the Pratinidhi was 15000 Hons, while for tha
Peishwa the salary was fixed at 13,000 Hons. The Mantri, Sachiva, .@Dd
" Senapati had 10,000 each, aud the Nyayadhishe had 1000 Hons unly’
The old Pant Amatya went over to Kothapur, and the Satara Amatys
or Rajadnya ocenpied a comparatively subordinate place, All ghese
officers had Saranjams besides, and special establishments. On the .per-
- manent establishments of these great departments, there were eight sets
~ of officers, named Diwan, Mujumdar, Faduis, Subnis, | Karkhannis, Chitnis,
,Jamd.;r, and Putnis. By extending the principle of this subordinaticn,
**”@rtam officers, called Darakdar, Dlwan, Faduis, Mujumdar, &e, were
* g toevery District and every large military Lom_‘_;md ‘These
8u Jofficers  were cho\m by the c&*ntral authority, _and ‘t.he
were reqmred to have the w ork dono Ty the ’muls of %c
ne thex could not remove, and who preg ared and submlt;ted
he final accounts to the central authority. The division of work was so
arranged that the officers servel as checks on one another, and .this

ﬂn of mt..r-dependence and mutual countrol was roproduced in the
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-+ opérations, ordered and recalled Commandars, and he exercised 2 great

oe'ntl'dling_-puwer on the chiefs, though he led no armies in the field.

It was due to Bis efforts that Gujarath was divided between the Peishwa
+ - and the Dabhades or Gaikwads in equal halves after the battle of Dabhoi.
- When Balaji Bajirao wanted to invade Bengal, Raghoji Bhosale protested

ea;-Satmﬁ, and Shahn was strong enough to enforce moderation even
“overthe towering ambition of Palaji, and forced him to leave the Eastérn
_ proviuces of Indiafree fur thedevelopme .vu f the Bhosale’s power. Bajirao-
was only a oeneral under Shabhu, and the Pratinidhis. Bhosles, Nimbulkars,
ﬂabhade&% Bhikwads, KadamDandes, - 1=f"es, thm‘pzz'ées, all regpected
ills (n'ders. "‘shhu 4 nreat authcriry was withdrawn, this restraint
‘was removed, ar viﬁ!gh the Pehh“‘i« suceeeded in e\mbhshmcr their
anthumy bntb ov‘ﬁ‘*Jomjl Bhosale and Damaji Gaikwad, ‘wheir submission
was made re!uctanﬁv, and when the Peishwas themsel¥es lost the
advantage enjoyed by the first four members of the fimily,and minorities
and internal dissensions commenced at Poona, neither the Gatkwads nor
ﬂ!e Bhesles would concern themselves wuh the common weal, and
: uah Scindia and . Holkar, the Patwardhang, und the other chiefs
,,fowed more ﬁdehty for a longer period, the Ld ance of power was
estroyed, and even Nana I*ad'mn\ sgenius could noteompel these chiefs

&Wgaw interests to the general good, and they began

to st ntben hem elves ‘I‘)J ‘ormmcr _treaties of pedce with fnrexgn

£

99 the ta ver aftpr %.xwru Madh-mra(, s dea th hut he fuund
that' this was im pmvtle, as the dismemberment had proceeded too
far. If the Peishwas bﬁ continued true to the ancient. Raj-Mandal,

while subsgitutmcr themeelves 2s the deputies of the hereditary Rajas,
had maintained the old eonstitution intact, and had not tried to rule the
E-npire by a machinery of subordinates, originally intended by Shivaji-
for mtlcular offices and commands, there was no reason why the great
purposes served by the Raj- -Mandal under Shivaji, Rajaram, and Shabu,

;ght not have been fulfilled with equal success in the times of their
Br&hm ministers, This seems tobe the principal point of depmture
between theg;ld traditions and the new order of things established in
their place at Poona, and it was a departure attm\ded with “disastrous
eﬂ'ects “The change meant the conversion of the «rganic whole into an
inorganic mass, aud it repm_u el the old M: :hnmumn methods of single
rule, against wlvch Shivaji had snecessfully struggied when be organized

the M-__Mandgl.
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zeéded to the throne, he bad no sym‘pathy with the section which had fol. -

lowéd Nana Fadnawis, and the Patwardhans, the Raste, and Nana Fad-
nawis himself were the objects of bitterest hostilicy. This infusion of the
racial and caste element among the military leaders of the nation was the
most distinguishing mark of the lattbr half of the century. There were
 parties within parties, with little chance of a common and active sym-
“pathy thronghout all the classes, who had been held together with such
successful results by Shivaji, Rajaram and: Shahu. The first half of the
century was singularly free from these racial and caste jealousies, In

latter half, they had attained such prominence that concert was impossible, . °

* “aid each great leader naturally cared to pursue his- own interest to the

“gacrifice of the common weal. The Brahmius at this time came to regard
themselves as a governing caste with, special privileges .and exemptions,
which were unknown. uider the system founded by Shivaji. The Kon-
kanastha Brahmin Karkoons, who had the monopoly of all the Secre-

.-

tariat or Daftar offices, and received respectable - salaries, obtained the -

privilege of having their goods exempted from Custom duties and terry
charges when they imported grain and other goods from outside dorts and
places. The Brahmin land-holders inthe Kalyan Prant, and atso in Maval,
hd their lands assessed at half ur-lower rates than were levied from other

' classes. In Criminal Courts, the Brahmins had always enjoyed the ex-

ceptional privilege of exemption from the extreme penalty of the law,and
even when they were.coufined in forts, they were more libérally treated
than the other classes. DBesides these advantages, they had the monopoly
o° the charities freelv bestowed by the State on this class in consideration

" of their sanetity. “The record which relates to the time of Bajirao 1L, bears
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ample testimony to the extent of the abuses which followed this indul-
geuce, The Dakshana charity, started with a view to encourage learning:

became 2 grang:'géuerall y toali Brahmins, and Poonn became the centre
ot a large puup‘er»populat?m\. As many as 30 to 40 thousand Brahmins

were fed for days together at State expense at the great festivals with the

- costliest viands. All thes: distinguishing feaiures of purely sacerdotal

e i
or caste ascendency characierised the close of the century,and introduced

2 demoralisation of which fowv peopie have any correct idea. In the hands
'ﬁﬁfﬁ‘%ﬁxﬁle state ceased to be the ideal protector of all classes,
zmd upholder of equal justice. Ramdasa’s high ideul of the religion of

Maharashtra was lowered duwu to one in keeping with the belief that the
" State had no higher function than to protect the cow <l the Brahmin,
" and the usual consequences followeld such a deead nee of virtue.






: entrenchmg themselves beforc the enemy and risking a pitched battle
5’* with the Afgans. The calamitous result of this over-confindencedid not de-
! rﬂl@!htatha Commanders from valuing highly the superior advantages of
- ined battalions disciplined in the European ways of war. Within ten vears
of the defeatat Panipat the Gardis, strengthened by this time by recruits
m Arabs,Sxddn;er A%yssmlans Snc!khs and other foreigners, wereenlist-
i large numbers at rates of pay often nearly equal to what was paid to

 itself in the cruel death of Narayanrao Peishwa at their
ere was, for a time, reaction against their employment. The
e, however, so obvious that the old scruple soon vanished
e new armies, created by Mahadaji Scindia in Hindustan,
jonsof foreign mercenaries, officered by Europeaus, out-
the old Cavahy, Wthh was pemntted to occupy only a

;Poﬂaguene attalion 15, were thus formed, and Baj‘rqo H
1 two battalions, officered by Engliéh adventurers, towards
the century. Even tlie [fill-forts, .which had been . hitherto
guard% ‘ Mavales were | acel in char ge of tﬂF\e mercmm ies, The
ﬂﬁ:q_ their im: Orwnce, and the army, 1nstead of bemg na,tmnal ‘became
mercenary in the worst sense of the word. Attached to the recrular armies,
there was a licensed host of of free-booters, called Pendharies, who accom-
panied them, and made a living by pillage of the enemy, and ultimately
of their own people. If the innovation of employing trained bactalions had
been a.di‘dmpanwﬂ by the acquisition ofthe requisite knowledge of military
strategy and the seientific processes necessary tocommand success in the usef.
P andmanufacturé‘ﬁf superiorarms, the helplessness, which, in the ab:encool
~ such knowledg 5 generally paralyzed the native armies, when their -
; Eu%pean office er§ left them, might have been avoided; but no care seems
‘to have been bestowed in this dn’ectlon so that, when the actual crisis came
and the Europeﬁt:pﬁéers left them, they were more hel}m\s than ever
&I the field. In the meanwhile, the martial instinets of the neglected
Infantry and Cavalry forces underwent » change for- the worse, so thag
.when General Wellesly and Lord Lake broke down the str mnth of the
‘battalions ORPO=ed to tbem, there was no power left in the country whlch
" gecould resist the conquest that followed as a matter of course. The okl
Intantl\ and Cavalry had Tost iheu‘ stamina. and the new mercenaries,

T

ar Cavalry for horde and man. The mercenary character of these

-






/Caﬁalece warnsons The old system was departed from in the emplm, ment
of these mercenaries, and even the old garrisons were shifted from one.
place to zmother for supposed reasons of State. Under the later Peishwas,

ear chleﬁy to have served the double purpose of state
State prisons. State prisoners were sent to the forts for
econdemned criminials of both sexes w'ere sent there for

3es O ce, and in many places they Were neolected and
0 1nto 1s-repa1r.~.'fn the wars w1t1 the Engllsh the forts

the Navy and the Forts were thus, bx the course of evente and
e neglect of the State, rendered incapable, for different Feasons, of doing
+ any service in the latter half of the last century.

While in j;hgaﬁhwher spheres of statesmanship and the art of Gov-
ernment, the lines of departure pursued by the later Peishwad and their
ministers indicated -visible signs of decay, it must in justice to them be

admlttetl that in the matter of the revenue and
. judicil management, the Government at Poona
showed gteat powers of application, careful elaboration of detail, and an
honest desire to administer well the charge entrusted to them. The
financial condition of the State was decidedly more prosperous. than the
hand-to mouth system'whlch characterised the first half of the last
century. It is well known that all the great Maratha leaders, mcmdmg
Bajirao I, always found it difficult to raise the monies required for their
great expedmons into Hindustan, and the information given in the
"Diaries of the debts, contracted by Balaji Bajirao between 1740 and 17¢
shows a total of a crore and a half of public debt. The strain rgpresented
by this amount, will be better understood when it is mentioned that the
Peishwa’s Government had to pay from 12 to 18 per cent. interest on
these loans. Owing to the great collapse at Panipat, things did not much
improve in the elder Madhaorao Peishwa’s time. That Prince bad a
heavy load of debt, amountmﬂr to some 24,00,000 Rs., which had to be
satisfied by the assurance given ar his death-bed by the ministers & 0
him that his bonds would be dm moed there and then, Under 1
Fadnavis’s careful managcment, the finances appear to have greatly
1mproved and the accouut do not show that the debts contracted by him

L4

"~ _Public debt. ;‘ ‘







issions were made, whenever the seasons were found
urable. Under the old revenue system
% ds alone paid revenue, and in bad
venues fell, an&r ressmns had to be couuam.y made in
ounts. The revenue management at the commencement of
g rule was con?etod on the Kamavishi principle 7. e the

or Mamalatda and . his establishment and contingencies
©were all pnd bv the btam the general proportion
! of charges heing abous , 0 per cent. on the collec-
The number and pay of the Rarkoons and the Shibandi ¢. e. the
mea-and sepoys were carefully fixed in a sort of budget' or Beheda

he Jamabandi made by him had to be approved by superior
.%thab and Sir Subha and the complaints of the Jami-
s Vlﬂage aathorities, and rayats were listened to and redressed by
the removal and punishment of these officers when they misconducted
hems ves. “The Kamavisdar, though appointed for one vear, held the
r good behaviour. In the time of the second , Bajirao, the
Kamaw hx sysgem gave > place to what was called the Ijara or farming
e et 2 S
system, the [ de v undertaking to pay his own
ebtabhshment and mdl\mor -profit for himsel f, after
p‘lymg the State-due» and certain.secret payments to the Peishwa Lim-
: self,, which were not brought to the State account, but were credited in
his Khasal or prlvate treasure. If we except these Ijara abuses intro-
duced by the last Peishwa, the Kamavizhi marnagement was as carefully
lookeé after under . Maratha rule. as in the best times of any native or
the British rule, before or after. M. Grant Duff has admltted that the
weak Pomtﬁ of the sys to]d morc agaiust the ‘interests of the State
than on miT viduals, that the Maratha country was more thriving

, ‘than Emy other% of 1 ndia in pI‘U portion to its fertility. The whole
: .country was divided into about twelve Subhas, each Subha consisting
" 5 P - of Parganas or Mamalat divisions, or Taluka divi-
e Dlmmns: . sions as we now call them. These Subhas were
(1) Khandesh, 30 Parganas, including Baglan. (2) Nemad Prant, Handa
-5, (3) Poona and Nagar-18, (4\ Konkan-15, (5) Gangathadi, in-

cluding the Nasik District-25; (()) Gujarath Prant-20, (7) Carnatic; (8)
Satara w1th Wai and Karad, (9 & 10) the Customs M’r has, Poona and

: I)ara or ‘!armxng system.

Junnar,” and Kalyan and L’hlwuuu and (11 and 12) the two Armap

Subhas, Vijavadurga and Bassein,

&

and the Kamavisdar had thus lirtle or no motive to practise






eed labour or ’ ¥
<y or¢ Wetha’ was exfenme:y in
2 ; . : d_cause eat aunoyauce to the poorer
e s and artisans who were s ted to it. In the first Midhaorac’s
‘FEQ ﬁmge grievances we% arti edressed, and money payments

re allowed to be substitute , to the: convenience of both the parties.

In this respect was more liberal than private matters. The
ge:mra, ression, left on one’s mind by the study " of the revenue
portion of the record in these Diaries, is on the whole' very favourable,
‘and it will be difficult to show that there has been, during the last
eighty years, any decided improvement in his respect. v :
Besides the iand -taxX, a number of other cesses were levied, Phlef

~ among them being the house-tax, and shop-tax, call-
ed'she  Mohturfa.’ In the Konkan Districts, tobaco
=at the Revadauda and other ports, The manufacture
= of salt was made to yield « small income at Nagotna
o and at Bhyndar near Bassein, the duty bemrr at
& Lagetna Rs. 2-10-0 per Khandy, and at Bhyndar Rs 1-6-0 per Ixhan-
dy on salt produced. These rates Were 20 to 31 times lighter than
~what are now charged by Government. Toddy and Cocmuut trees were’

¢ o AN taxe(i then, tapped for drawma liguor, in Das-

ok arx.

sein and the territories held prev1ously by the
P guese on the Konkan coast. This last tax had been introduced

S express repreaentamon of the Bhandaris and the rayats of those
pacﬁ,'who complained that they could not carry on their trade without the
some kind - of lignor.; No revenuz was derived form Abkari except
onka,n, and a ligtle receipt from liquor farms mnear Poona itself.

3 Thermwere sumla.rly petty taxes on the production of ghee, grazing

" Other taxes. T

i

Nalt.

3? fees, marriage fces, the buffalo tax and the right of
el'l'l(‘,q '

catehing fish in sonie place& The ferries were in
general fice of all charges, bemvr kept by the State, but in' some cases,

farms were given for the collection of revenue from the more  frequented
ferries. These were very late creations, suggested by the greed: of petty
farmers, and, yzelded very scanty revenue, W hen the IJara system  was
introduced by the second Bajirao, the abuses consequent on the farming
gystem necessarlly multiplied, and must haye caused considerable annoy-
ance and. oppression. Under the Kamavishi system, which prevailed

before, the’ inducements to oppression were, as  stated a:bove, not so
.powertul, 1, and they were checked b the Subhas and Sirsubhas correspon-
ding vith our Commissioners. [liere weve 5 snch officersin the Konkan, 9

e
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“made by the civil. suitors who ga'ned or lost their ¢ cases, fwrmed are.

gular source of his income, thourrh he had to account o the State for
these receipts. All accounts of fiie above the prescribed limit were
credited to the State account. .Besides the new Chief Court started at
Poona, it further appears that small Provincial Courts with limited
Junsdxctlon, to help the Kamavisdar or Subhedar, were also established
in Some of the Districts. | In civil eases, the fines paid by the successfal
suitor and his dofeated antagonist were respectively
called ¢ Harki * and ¢ GunheO.m and the total of
cml fines thus recovered seems to have been about 15 per cent. on the
-value of the matter ‘in dispute, the Gunhegapi being about twice the
figure for the Harki, Tnour modern sense of word,
Small Cause suits for money due from debtors were
very rare under the Maratha rule.  As the creditors generally enjoyed
large powers of enforcing their dues, by detaining debtors<&c., the State-
belp was only required in the case of powerful persons, and in such cases
25 per cent. of the recoveries so made were claimed by the State as a charge
for its help. Civil litigation was chiefly confined to Vatan, Adoption,
Pattlh(.d. Partnership, Boundary disputes, and
. Vol bmts' otaer cases of o like character. The decision was
made to rest chiefly on the evidence ol the witnesses on both sides, who
were examined under the sanction of the most effective oaths and solemn
asseverations on the waters of the sacred rivers. After the parties had
stated their respective cases, the witnesses’ testimony was first record-
ed, and then the men were called upon to choosc their arbitrators from
thék' own or neighbouring villuges, and the decision of the Kamavisdars
gave effect to the views of the 'u'bltrator» In very rare cases, where the
evidence “was conflicting, or no evidence could be secured, recourse was
" had $e ordeal, and the decision depended upon the result. Out of some
sevefity contested cases, the decisions in which are recorded at length in
these Diaries, the test of ordeal was made to regulate the verdict in six
cases, and even in there six cases, there were only two occasions when
the parties challenged each other to the ordeal of fire. Im the other

i Civil C’-ase:

: Money Snits,

four ﬁases, bathing in the river sufliced to bring out the m@h There

was no room for the emplovinent of pleaders. The parties had the
right to carry their appeals to the head of the Government, who, if not
gatisfied with the arbitration, called on the parties to select a new Punch,

‘to whom the casc was referred.  In all big civil cases, the decision ape
pears to havc -been bromght into foree after veporting to the central

-authorities,

-
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_thtoughom the whole period, conhmrem m the torts, or conﬁsgatxon of
property. As recrarda persons convicted of political trgason by way of

- attempts on the person of the Peishwas, or waging war‘against the State,
the punishment meted out was that- the criminal was trampled under the -

foot of an elephant, .In dealing with armed dacoities, Madhaorao T and
Nana Fadnavis inflicted more cruel punishments
than in the case of private murders. Mutilations of
hands and feet, which apparently disfigured the annals .of criminal
admmlstratlon up to 1760, were first or derea in Madhaorao’s reign, and
in Nana Fadnavis’ time whole-sale executions were ordered of the criminals
locked in the gaols and convicted of this charge. In one case, 20 men
were beheaded, in anci.ior, 135 then had their both hands and feet cut off,
and in the third case, 18 men had theu' either- hand ar foot or ear cut off.
These cruel pum%hments appear to' have been extensively resorted to
Wlth a view to strike terror. Later on, these extreme penalties were
* . inflicted even in cases of robberies, which dia nog
~ eome under the head-of dacoities, or in which the
members of theg ‘eriminal tribes were not o(mcerned The pumwhment
for robbery generally was fine or imprisonment in the forts. For. alultery
~ in the case of women, the punishment was imprison-
: ment with penal servitude in the forts or in the
Kothis, 4. e. State stores, where they were made to grind corn, and in
 the ease of men, imprisonment or fine.

Dacoxtv. ‘

Robbery.

Adultery.‘ o

Aa reg.rds women convicted of adultery, condemned to penal
servitude, or service in the Ixo‘hm or Stores, it may
be noted that they lost their status and {reedom, and
were treated as slaves. Their progeny especially was regarded as the

Slaves, -

- children of no father, hut were only kgown by their nnnh(’r% names,

“The ranks. of these condemned slaves had accession made to them of
other persons from the lowest classes who lived by prostitution, and
children captured in foreign terrxtory by Banjaris or Lamans, who

brought them for sale in Pe)sh\\ a's territory. Slavery so recruited thus

beea;ne a recognized institution, and men and womc-f-l.n es were trans-
fer Tike the dumb cattle from one owner to another for money con-

sxderatmn. When the slaves grew old, some of themn were released from
- prisons, and the private slaves were also set free hy their owners from

‘cha.ntable considerations. The slaves, on the w bo‘c. appear to have
" been kindly treated, especially those women-slaves who were- made to
work in the Peishwa’s I\odus. or in private houses,

%
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“~ each than had to do-wateh duty at the Chowd by turns. Besides the
Shibandis and the village Police, in large towns
i Kotwali establishments were organized for the de
_mﬁon and the ptiishment of crime, and we find that Kotwals were ap-
po ‘Nasik, Pundharpur, Nagir, Satara, Wai, Ahmedabad,
Tnmbak; and other tuwns. This Kotwali estab ighment
= had also the charge of the conservancy of the cities,
" and scavengers were provided aud paid for hy
cesses levﬁd from the householdtrs - The appointments of scavengers
z_.yere made at Poona, Nao'ar, Phauﬂhamur, Nasik, and other places
é’%e Kotwals at Poona, Nagar, _Pandharpar, Junnar. and Nasik had

~ powers of Magistrates in miscellaneous cases, which, in the districts,
were disposed of by the Ixamavxsdarq

In the Mlsoe}bneous Dep&t‘tmems, Mifls occupz@d an important
Mmts : piace. [ have treated the subject of the Mints
B under the Maratha rule in a seperate paper read
‘hfore the Royal Asiatic Society. The Post Office did not occupy any
recognized position under the Maratha rule. ‘Spemal
; : , agencies were employed on particular occasions,
when the armies. went to Hindustan or to the: Karnatie. These
~special agencies consisted of special Jasuds or Kassids i. ¢ runners, who
apparently took 18 days to go to Delhi from Thaluer, and 13 days from
Maheshwar, and they were p.ud handsomely, 3 RBs. a day, the amount
being reg‘ula&ed inversclj accordng to the number of days they took
for the journey. When the Pexah\z-as had to correspond with Cal-
entta, they sent their Jasuds to Burhanpur, aud thence these runners
took on the post to Benares where an English officer, in charge of
postal arrangements, di<patched the Pei-hwi's post to Caleutta. In
‘the wars in the Karnatie, the Poishwas 11t necessary to organize
special postal arrangements from Poons to Badami, and sixty men were
employedto carry the daily post to and fro while the war lasted. Beyond
- these stray effurts, no regalar Srae Postal Service for private or official
use appears to have been maintained, and the private work was done: by
- the employees of Sawkars, whi made these long journies to carry remit-
tances,at stated iutervais andtook the private pest nf those who cared to -
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correqpond with their distant relations,

é:;sty Kotwals

Post,

As regards Medicine, the function of the State in the distribution
Medivine of charitable, relief was not recognized beyond the
Y fact that well-known Hakims .md Vaidyas were
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pe'taon f&ﬂd an Abdamr for which a sepamte allowance ms made “by
the'State.’ -

Iu reO'a,rd to the encouragement of tmde, the Selections - shm thdt

& VI S in Bahy Bajirao’s time, the Punna Diamond - mines
£ g iy . _in Bundelkband were worked to advantage under
' concessions granted by the Peishws. Trader s from

Arabla were encouraged to settle in the Konkan ports. Their trade was
ch\eﬂy in horses, and they were allowe d to enter- the territory free. of
Cugtoms duty. Similar favours were shown-to the European traders who
m:ssmn for their goods into the country. Liberal, concessions

4 e for enlarging the limits of the mo re prosperous towns by
‘gmnt of land, exemptions, and Vatans to those who undertook to buug
foreign settlers and induced them to build new houses, and open new
Bazars. The silk anémmhr'nderv industry of Poona was entirely .due
to the enmrawement ‘given to the foreign scitlers trom Barhanpur,

Paithan, and other towns to come and live under the Peishwa’s
protection on house-sites which were granted free to them. Individual
merchants were'encouraged in large towns to.open shops with the help
of Government advances The prosperity of Poona attracted a large

4
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numeber of people to come and settle there of their -
*. wown accord, so that Poona, which was before 1748
only a small Kasha town, deve}npul into the proportions of a city, }
which it now exhibits in its 16suburbs or Peiths, all of them established
by prlvate citizens under State patronage, and named after *he principal
Sardars or of the memberx of the Peishwa fumily,

Extgnsion of Poona,

- Reference has 'th'eadv been- made to the Dakshina grant paid to
‘Shastms, Pandits and \‘lldlku. This Dakshina was mgltuzﬂd in the first
instance bv the Senapati Khanderao Dabbade,” and
when, on the deatls 2t officer, hisresources were
_ . curtailed, the charity was taken over by the "State
ipto its own hands, Dlsbm'wmenb increased fro om year to year, till ’chey
rose to Rs, 60, 000 in Nana TVadiavis’ time. These Dakshina grants
redeemed to a certain exten: the reprehensible extravagance “of
Bajitao IDBS chavities. Learned Sanshric scholars from all parts
of India~from Bengal, Mithil v Behar and Benarves, as also
from the * South, the Telangor. Dravid aud the Karnatic—flocked
to’ Poona, and were honoured with distinctions anl = rewards,
securing to them . position th‘()’llﬂ'}](‘:l_lz; the couniry which they
hlahIV appremated Some four lacs of rupees were annually disbursed by
Bajirao 1T in bis choritics. ?w_z ordinary Brahmins were served with
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- these unholy saerifices. People were filled with alarm, when it was re-
ported that an eﬂthque had ‘disturbed the halyan Taluka. A fortress
on the Ghats was - believed to have suffered injury from the influence of

evil sight, and aMer fortress, a few years later, was rendered unfit for
oceupation - by the prevalence of an unacconntable disease. In all these
" three cases, steps were taken to pacify-the elements by general purificas

tion. The donee of a Jahagir viliaoe prayed to Government to resume

the grant and exehange it for some other, -as the, gift became undesirable
on account of the prevalence of cvil spirits. Pax_ tial and local famines .

gave frequent trouble in those days. .nd large sums were spent in em-

pk;ymg Brahmins to drown. the gods, or pour. water over them for'
days and weeks together. Sacrifice. of buffaioes to a goddess at Trim-

bak, which had been stoppcd for soire vears, was resumed by the order

of the Government at the.instance of Brahmin devotees, When a man-

eating tiger appeared ‘on the Saptashringi Hill in the Nasik District,
the Kamavisdar was ordered to consult the pleasure of the ovnddess, and
if she.consented, to employ wen to shoot it

¢ A lizard havmﬂ’ fallen on the body of the ‘idol at Pandharpur,
" grea penance was ordeted in which Brahmins took part. The sale of
cows to butchers was strictly prohibited throughout the country.  Some
Mahomedans, who were guilty of breaking the law,, were severely punish-
ed, and a Brahmin, who cut offthe tail of a cow, was sent to prison.
The revival of the old Yajnas, or great sacrifices, lasting over many
~ days and weeks, was encouraged as being conducive to the prosperity
" of the State, and several large sacrifices were so patronis od by the
Government by the supply of all the neces articles in cash and
+kind, costing several thousands of rupees. St rines and temples multi-
‘plied in and about Poona, and the last portion of the Selections. gives
a list of some 250 temples, ‘which were of sufficient importance to re-
ceive State-belp in 1810-1811, The relative populamty ‘of the - several
deities will appear from ‘the analysis which shows that there were 52
temples of Maruti, the attendant o | while. Rama himself had 18
plaees of worship. The temples dedicated to Vishou were. 9, to Vithoba
"'34 to Kvishno as Balaji 12, Kama and Krishna incarnations had thus
73 places of worship. The most poprlar gods with the Brahmins were’

Mahd.deo who had 40 temples. and Ganpati who had 36 temples.  Judged
by the number of temples, the worshippers of Shiva and Vishnu were
thus nearlv equal. The old aboriginal gods had in all 32 places of worships;-
the Devi had 10 ; Dattatraya ml only one temple for his worship, and
" there werc & places of Mahommw Dargas held in veneration.
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their Wa,y"back to
ad, and at his request,
e , sauctioned by Raja
4 med Raste, who had been kept
hy Ha.x&er in his armies, an& “had been suspected fo

to Mahomedan ways of living foz .hs&safety, was similarly
, and underswc@

from the State. Two Brahmins, one
é:G%a?ee by frand, and anothe elief that hy
- a disease frem whmh he suffered jwere re-admitted into caste, after repen
senance. These two c @ccurr@e]ame at Puntamba, in
ga ' ' t, and the other at Paithan, mthe Nizam’s dominions, and
‘their admission was made with the fall concurrence of the- Brahmins
undmheganctmn of the fmthems ﬁt%gard to tempel%aee it may
: h&m@ed at the Brahmin Government of Poona absolutely prohibited
m ma ure and sale of liquors as 2 @neral principle of action, but
®it was pni'tlcal enough to make exceptions, when local necessities were
p]eaéed;ﬁy Bhandaries, Kolis and other communities in the territori
d from the Portuguese in Bassein,” Chowl, and other pli
Exception was made in favour of these' men, and the lower.
‘ 11 but the order premdeﬂ that Brahmins, Parbhus, and Go
ment @mrs generally were to be strictly prohibited from the iise of
drink,and very heavy penalties were exacted from the offender who broke
the law. sSeveral Brahmins of Nasik, who were Dharmadhikaristof the
_plice, were suspected of hévmg indulged jndrink, aud as they proveg
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found to be suffering from leprosy, the Peishwa’s (ove

“efforts, made by Parasbamm Bhan

contumacious, they were 1. (o forts, and were imprisotied therd by
way of pumshment A rich Maratha patel in the Khed Taluka was warnec!
onge against the danger muurred by reason of his intemperate habits, and
when this warning proved meﬂectwp, halfof his Inam land, measuring one
‘Chahur, yas confiscated by way of vunishment, ‘

As regards marriage 'reforms i: may be noted that Bagu'ao IT BSE
ed strict orders sp«ﬁcmlly for the Eonkian District and for Wai, proh.
ing the sale of girls by the’ bride’s [:ther in consideration of maz'z‘iage;
Very strict regulatxons were passed 17 osing ifines, equal to the amounts
received, upon one or hoth the-parti - :nd the marriage brokers. Ap-
parently with a view iu check the practice, Bajirao further ordered thas
no girl above 9 should remain unns f

ied, thereby claiming for the
State the right to interfere in what iz = leral y regarded as the vrovinee
of the Shastras. In afew coses, where -~ itempts had been made to marry
young children by force, and the full rite was not completed, the Péi-

shwas set aside the attempted marriages, and permitted the girls to be

- given toother moré suitable persons. I one case, where a marriage

som was afterwards

alhancn had been formally -settled, and the bride
erfered,

rnment 1t
the betrothal was set aside, and the bride’s father was permitted to give
his girl to whom-so-ever he chose. It is also well-known that on Sada-
shivrao Bhauw’s disappearance on the battle-field of Panipat, his wife
Parwatibai, who survived him, was allowed to retain all the insignia
of wife-hood, till the day of her death, which t-ok place in 1783, twenty
one years after the disappearance of her yusband, and the fanera! rites
of hoth the husband and wife were performe mge%hw on her death,

' This exhibition of chivalrons rogartl for the feelings ~f the lady in ques-

tion is to be noted, specially because a Kanoia Pretender had appeared
in the mean-while and claimed 1 b<= Sadashivrac Bhau himself, and

3 3 L 4 £ m
had t6 be put down after great ex: by the Pezshwn s army. After
being once put in prison, he had cscaped after some year onﬁ“eme. £y

b wag put down agal 6,
ander (oot by an elephant, Narayanrao
allowed to remain withont disfigurement -
time she survived her hushand’s death.

and raised a rebellion n t!
and he was sentenced to
Peishwa’s widow was simi
for several years duz‘inw

Though the Selections are silent on the point, it is well-known that the
wrdhan, on behalf of his widowed

danghter, to secure the congent of the Brahmins- for her second
the Peishwa. But Bhau hzd 1o give

marriage, found no opposition frow

~1p his idea under pressure of his orvu fomelo relations.
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The claim made by the Kumbha
We-groom to ride on orse-back was
bmksmxths who © “it. The
@ the streets, which was opposed
eld. The right of the Parbhus to
ced been questioned Mamyanmo
: red to useonly Puranic forms like
ion was, however, resented by the Parbhus,
- the &d oﬁﬂet appears to have been s

can Kahl or publican, WhO had been Fat out
his daughter in marriage to a Gujarathi
d order was given to admit him into
ge, Balaji Bajirao set the example by

Kahl, comylamed tot
caste. In the matter of inter-

himself marrying the daughter of a Deshastha Sowkar, named Wakhare,

% 1319 Pgmhwag n Shahm; time | orders prohxblfmg’ alli-
“m e es between secol ins, that is, the ehxldr&n
ot bra & sters, which practice seem then to have been in vogue

in Konkan, amhs continued to this day in many - castes. The point
be. reg@ed in all these instances isnotto be estimated by ‘the actual
- success achieved, but by the fact that these native rulers interested thems
~ selves in these matters, agdtghowed eomxd@able liberality in the orders
: % to correct existing social evils, The right of the State |
toin in such » y claimed in one of these orders,
~ when' it was directed

rubha had ordered the exclusloné
nigpy person from his ers of the caste had noright to
take on themselves to set the o

er aside without reference to the Dewan,
that is, to the State or the Central Authorities. In the case of those
castes, where ordinary pumshments could not be inflicted by reason of
eir being Brahmins or otherwxse, the authorities under the Peish
ed considerable skill, in supplementing the more lenient civil
¥ the employment of religious penances and fines. And it
¥ this connection that" the order noted above was issued, ‘

[ . “These brief notices of the social regulations attempted under the
~ Maratha r%sfith a vrﬁw to promote the admission of converts, the
pcnce of mﬁer—marrmi’re the prohibition of the sale of girls, the enforee-

l!: ~ment of temperance, their poliey in permitting a second gift of g-u’ls g{
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fortaally married or engaged by force or frand, the claim made by hop:
to-eoutrol the action of the castes and their independence, and the en.
forcement of equality in the treatmcrt of different castes all these afford
clear indications that soeial reform was not a subject about whict tiie
Maratha and Brahmin rolers were indifferent. They stren
‘which the lateHon'ble Mr. Justic» Telang first advocated in fis G lcomings
_from the Bakhars’ that in this respect these rulers showed grecier mons!]
courage and liberality of sentiment han what people are at prescit 41’3.&»
posed to give them eredit for, and- that the advantages of ¥
tion may well be regarded as too dearly purchased, if our pe
respect, show a more retrograde tendeney or greater wezko
ra] fibre than commended itsel! to our ancestors oni, zi‘ indred years
ago. - These notes on the Peishwa's Diaries mav fitly couclude here.

1en the vew

The Civil, Crimina! and Revenue administration of the Peishwas -
eampams favbfabl'y with that of the best Hindu or Mubhomeden rulers of
the time. It was wanting, certainly, in the ;":ighez' statesman-ghip of
Akhsr,ar Bhivaji, and it bad the germs of its own dissolution implanted
init. Its fall was doomed when it lost ¢ ,m,h of these higher traditions,
and it had to fight the race of life with a soonger power. Bui for the
time it lasted, the Government of the countr: wus wisely and lonestly
administered on the whole, exelud g, of cour < the periods when inter-
nal dissensions disturbed 1 fg:wm peace. Lo hidden tendencies of
easte exclusiveness and sacerdo den 800N b?(ran to manife >t ..‘z? em.
aelves, and to this was Jomed wil utoe" incapacity to r alize the claims
a hgher cxvnlmtxoni and to amdv the development of arts and scien
and the advar itages of a liberal = acial polity, and a purer relicon,
failuge to realize this hizher life brought on the final collipse |

L. . X ,
~any outside m‘luences were brou THL to operate apon s, 1is seems ‘to
be the moral which the st dy of these papers is fitlv culeul: t‘ d 1w teach
~ the inquirer into our past h~tmv and it w well if all our writers
* and publicists would take that |- u o bt ol el i,-;_,- it.






