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Epmysp Burke is universally admitted to be one of the
greatest political thinkers and speakers that Great Britain
ever produced. The great speech delivered by him at the
impeachment of Warren Hastmgs will ays stand as a.
monument of patient study and masterly fnethod, unsurpassed
in any country or in any language, ":ncje'm« or modern.
Neither Demosthenes of ancient Greeck, nor Gladstone of
modern England, whose words were drunk with rapture by -
thousands of listeners, could display stich ayigorous grasp of
dry details and could so clearly elucida\great political
principles as Burke did, when his voice thundered in the
historic Hdll of Westminster. If the dead could rise, surely
that was the occasion for the remg.ms of kings and sages
that lie buried within: ﬂhe‘p,réclfxﬂts of the--Abbey, to sit up in
_their graves and to listen to sentiments which seemed to have
been 1nsp1red by the angels of God. Indeed they were holy
sentiments, that burst forth from' a heart overflowing with
heavenly kindness and which had treasured in it the teachings
of the Great Master, who seventeen hundred years ago,
preached among poor folks the glad tidings of the Fatherhood

—0f.Ged-and u.e—BrUtucxhood"oi"I\\/I'i?l‘.“"‘Bu“rke‘ pleaded for a
people from whom no “requital, no thanks, no applause
could be expected:” He raised his powerful voice on behalf
of a race whom he never saw, who lived across oceans and
seas six thousand miles away in another part of the globe,’ a_nél
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who differed from his own in colour, creed, in language, and in
everything which promote the feeling of fraternity among the
nations of the earth.

But his knowledge of India was great indeed, considering
the time he delivered his speech. “He had studied the
history, the laws, and usages of the East with an industry
such as is seldom found united to so much genius and so
much sensibility * * India and its inhabitants were not
to him, as to most Englishmen, mere names and abstractions,
but a real country and a real people. The burning sun, the
strange vegetaﬁc’ﬁlmhe palm and the cocoanut tree, the rice-
field, the tank, the huge trees, older than the Mogul Empire,
under which the vrllfe crowds assemble, the thatched rocf of
the peasants’ hut, thé rich tracery of the mosque where the
Imam prays with his- face towards Mecca, the drums, and
banners, gau?fols, the devotees swinging in the air, the
graceful maideh, with the pitcher on her head descending the
steps to the river side, the black face, the long beards, the
yellow streaks of sect, the turbans and the flowing robes, the
spears and the silver maces, the elephants with their canopies
of state, the gorgeous palanquins of the prince, and the close
litter of the noble lady, all those things were to him as the
objects amidst which his own life had been passed.”

In many places he may be wrong in his facts and in the
conclusions he drew from them, bat the sincerity of his plea-
ding can never be doubted and the way he handled his sub-
jects cannot but be sufficiently admired. ‘“For Burke was a
man in whom compassion for suffering, and hatred of injustice
and tyranny, were as strong as in La Casas and in Clarkson.”
The righteous indignation he expressed against the wrong-
doings of oppressors, which burnt like wordsiof fire in the hearts
of his hearers, the soft pathos in which he gave vent to his
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compassion for the miseries of a down-trodden people, which
moved them to tears, and the fervent appeal which he made to
the justice of the British people, which stirred their mind to a
sense of responsibility for the welfare of millions whom Provi-
dence has placed under their care, may still be realised from
the vivid déscription of the scene given by Macaulay in his
Essay on Warren Hastings. This great writer, whom we have
already quoted - before, after paying compliments to Burke’s
“amplitude of comprehension and .richness of imagination,
superior to every orator, ancient or modern,” thus speaks of
the scene in the House of the Lords, when' the-great speaker
rose to impeach Warren Hastings for his,maladministration of
Indian affairs. “On the third day Byke rose. With an
exuberance of thought and a splendour of'.‘{aictiotr, which more
than satisfied the highly raised expectation of the audience, he
described the character and the institutions _oX;he natives of
India, recounted the circumstances . in whXh the . Asiatic
Empire of Britain had originated, and set forth the constitution
of the Company- and of the English Presidencies. Having
thus attempted to jcommunicate to his hearers an idea of
Eastern society, as vivid as that which existed in his own mind,
he proceeded to arraign the administration of Warren Has-
tings as systematically conducted in defiance of morality and
public law. The energy and' pathos of the great orator
extorted expressions of unwonted admiration from the stern
and hostile chancellor, and, for a- moment, seemed to pierce.
even the resolute heart of the defendant.. The ladies in the
galleries, unaccustomed to such displays of eloquence, exc1ted‘

by the solemmty of the occasion, and perhaps not unwilling_ to,
dlsplay their taste and sensibility, were in a state of uncontroll-
able emotion. Handkerchiefs were pulled out H smellm

bottles were handed round hystencal sobs and screams were,
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heard, and Mrs. Sheridan was carried away in a fit. At length
the orator concluded. Raising his voice till the old arches of
Irish oak resounded, ‘Therefore,’ said he, ‘hath it with all
confidence been ordered by the Commons of Great Britain,
that I impeach Warren Hastings of high crimes and mis-
demeanours. I impeach him in the name of the Commons
House of Parliament, whose trust he has betrayed. I impeach
him in the name of the English nation, whose ancient honour
he has sullied. I impeach him in the name of the people of
India, whose rights he has trodden under foot and whose
country he Kas turned into a desert. Lastly in the name of
human nature itself, in the name of both sexes, in the name
of every . ge, in the dame of every rank, I impeach the com-
mon ene 1y and oppressor of all.” Everlasting words ! which
will reverberate ig the World as long as Man will deserve to
be ranked abmghe brute creation and as long as the divine
mercy implanttd in his heart will make him weep for the
sufferingsiof his fellow creatures. A nation which could as-
pire to such righteousness, which could elect an assembly
of representatives that from a deep sense of duty felt bound
to progecute the founder of a vast Empire, that has since
become the brightest jewel in the crown of England, and
which could produce men like Edmund Burke, Fox, and
Sheridan to plead the cause of humanity, deserved to have
dominion over the lands and seas of the, earth. British rule in
India may have its defects, and it is human nature to grumble
at those shortcomings, but the conduct of Russia, France
and Germany in China, and of Belgium in Central Africa,
should open the eyes of our countrymen, and should make
them thank God for having placed their destiny in the hands of
a nation which has cut asunder the fetters of slavery, which has
even been the champion of the weak, and which by justice and
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liberality has succeeded to bind in the fraternal bond of British
subject-hood divers races, differing in creed and colour, and
inhabiting distant- lands, from the Arctic regions, where ice
mountains toss about among the waves of the sea, to Africa
where the sun parch the sandy deserts with rays of fire, and
far far down, to where emerald islands ghtter among the blue
waters of the Southern Sea.

With these brief remarks we place the “Speech of Edmund
Burke,” printed with a_complete index for the first time in an
Indian press, in the hands of the public, hoping that it will meet
with the same welcome as it has met for upwards of a . century
in every ‘country where English language is spoken or read.
We may add at the end that if any natlve.of India wishes to
acquire a chaste style in the English language, if any orator
entertains the ambition of holding his audienc spell-bound with
the magnetic influence of words, and if any adRocate aspires to
possess the power of pleading the cause of his client with a
masterly eloquence, we would repeat to him the advice given

‘by Fox with regard to another of Burke’s Speeches viz., “to
read it by day, and meditate upon it by night; to peruse it

again and again, study it, imprint it on the mind and 1mpress
it upon the heart.”

Tue Bancasast Orricr,
Caleutta. . § THE PUBLISHER.
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Tue success of our first venture has emboldened us once
more to appear before the reading public with the second
edition of our reprint of this famous speech of Edmund Burke.
The gem is mainly known by its worth; it evokes the
warmest applause of the appreciating public, not by any special
effort of its own, but by its intrinsic worth. It is being asser-
ted by many.that in our country literary works of real merit
and sterling worth® do not meet with the reception they
deserve. But the fatt that our first edition of this book has
been exhausted proVes that contrary is the case. That edition
had an enormops sale and it is manifest that the demand for
the book far exgeeded the supply at our command. We have
since then been requested more often than-once to publish a
second edition of the book and we have lost no time in res-
ponding to the call. We take this occasion to say, not of
course in a spirit of idle boasting but in all humility, that #
has been our proud privilege to render a distinct service to our
countrymen by supplying them with a long-felt want.

Mistakes crept in no doubt in our first which we had te
hurry through the press ; in this revised edition we hawe
spared no means in our power to rectify them and publish it
in a presentable form. We append herewith short sketches of
the lives of Burke and Hastings which, we hope, will be of
some value to our readers.

Tir Bancasast OFFICE,

Calcutta, ¥anuary, 1909. } THE PUBLISHER.



EDMUND BURKE.

A Snort Accouxt oF His Lirg,

Epmunp Burke was born at Dublin on the 12th of January,
1729. His, father was #n attorney by profession and a Protes-
tant in religion, while his mother was a Roman Catholic. He
had two brothers named Garrett and Richard, and a sister,.
who afterwards became Mrs. French. EQmund with his two
brothers, was sent to a school, kept by an Ehglishman named
Abraham Shackleton, a quaker by religion, and a good and
pious man who no doubt helped to "arouse in his tender mind
an ardent love for truth and a sense of compassion for the
miseries of his fellow creatures. In 1743, Burke became a
student in the Trinity College at Dublin, where Oliver Gold-
smith and other eminent men of the time received their edu-
cation. After taking -his degrees at Dublin he went to London
in 1750 with the intention of qualifying himself'as a barrister-
at-law. Ie, however, soon gave up his intention of becommg
a lawyer and selected literature as his profession,

" He now began to write for the perlodlcals, and during the
years 1750-1756 spent his time in study and in the company
of literary men, travelling through different parts of England.
The first work he published was called Vindication of Natural
Society, written with the purpose of ridiculing the style’ and
reasoning of Lord Bolingbroke. This work, published anony-
mously in 1756 at the age of 26, attracted considerable
attention. In the same year he wrote another essay,
entitled, A ' Philosophical Enguiry into- the Origin of our

L]
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Ldeas of the Sublime and Beautiful, which rapidly acquired
considerable popularity and raised the reputation of Burke as
an author of great merit. Eminent men now courted his
acquaintance, and he could now count among his friends
Garrick, Johnson, Hume, Warburton, and other illustrious
personages of the time,

In 1761, Burke went back to Dublin as private secretary to
Mr. W, G. Hamilton, then secretary for Ireland, in which
situation he so distinguished himself, that after two years
service a pension of (306 a year was given to him, which,
however, he soon gave up. Burke returned to London in
1764, and from this time he devoted himself with great
earnestness to a.Political career. He entered parliament as
member for Wend'over, and was soon appointed private secre-
tary to the Marquis of Rockingham, the then prime minister
of England. In 1764 he also established the Literary Club,
with which was connected all the great literary men of the
time. In parliament the position of Burke as a great political
thinker and debater was established, and he was soon recog-
nised as “the first man in the Commons.” As a member £r
Wendover, Bristol, and Malton, Burke served his country in
parliament from 1764 to 1794, i ¢, for a period of upwards
of thirty years, and he twice held the post of paymaster  of
Forces. Both in parliament and in office, he discharged his
duties with great laboriousness, earnestness, brilliancy, and
strict probity. He hated cruelty, injustice, and tyranny and
never failed to declaim against them with all the vehemence
of his character. He advocated the cause of the Roman
Catholics, earnestly recommended conciliation in the dispute
with the American colonists, prepared the way for the abolition
of slavery, and pleaded for the people of India “with such a
glow of fiery intensity as has never been rivalled in the history
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England.” His speech at the impeachment of Warren
Hastings began on the 13th of February 1788 and lasted for
four days. . '

Burke wrote many essays and pamphlets, the most remark-
able among them being, (1) On the Cause of present Discon-
Zents, published in 1770 ; (2) Reflections on the Revolution
in France, published in 1790; (3) Thoughts on French
Affairs ; (4) Heads for consideration on the Present State of
Affairs; (5) Reply ‘to a Noble Lord; (6) Thoughts on a
Regicide Peace. Beside$ that delivered at the impeachment
of Warren Hastings, his two other Speeches viz on American
Taxation and Conciliation with America, 28 well as his Letter
20 the Sheriffs of Bristol are held in great esteein as " invaluable
productions on the subject of political phllost)phy, and accor-
ding to a competent authority “they compdse the most perfect
manual in our literature, or in any literature, for one who
approaches the study of public affalrs, whether for knowledge
or practice.” :

Burke died on the 8th July, 1797 at the age of 68, and was

. buried in the little church at Beaconsfield. '



WARREN HASTINGS.

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE.

WarreN HasTiNgs was born on the 6th of December, 1732.
His descent can be traced to the famous Danish sea-king,
whose fleet in the time of Alfred swept the English Channel.
The family finally settled in England, the Earl of Pembroke
being the head of one of its branches in the fourteenth century.
During the wars pf the Roses, Chamberlain, was the head of
another braiich, whose exploits were sung by poets and histori-
ans. In a later age this branch had its seat in the manor-
house oi Daylesford, in Worcestershire. During the civil war,
the lord of this manor sided with king Charles, and was totally
ruined so that his successor was obliged to sell his ancestral
home to a London merchant. The grandson of this man,
named Howard, obtained a place in the Customs Department.
The second son of Howard, whose name was Pynaston, was an
idle worthless lad, who married before he was sixteen. Two
years after the marriage, the wife died giving birth to a little
son. Soon after, Pynaston himself died in the West Indies,
leaving the little orphan to the care of his father. This little
orphan was Warren Hastings, the founder of the British
Empire in India.

Warren Hastings was sent to the village school at a very
early age, where he learnt his alphabet in company with the
sons of the peasantry of the neighbourhood. As an indication
of his future career, his attention to his lessons was noted at
the time, and the observations he made with regard to the
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ambition he entertained in his young mind of regaining the
family seat at Daylesford were remembered in after days. At
the age of eight he was taken to London and sent to a school
at Newington, by his uncle Howard, who wished to give him a
liberal education. The food allowed in this school was scanty,
which retarded his growth and to which he attributed the
smallness of his stature. At the age of ten, Hastings was
removed to Westniinister School. Here he met Cowper, with
whom he struck up a lifelong friendship. Here also he met
Elijah Impey, afterwards Judge of the Supreme Court of
‘Calcutta, a name familiar to the student of Indian history.

" After two years’ study at this school, when Hastings was
expecting to get a studentship at Christ {Church, his uncle
Howard died, leaving the lad to the ‘charge vof a ‘friend and
distant relative, named Chiswick. This-gentleman at once

withdrew him from the school, noiwithstanding the strong .

protest of Dr. Nichols, the head of the institution, and with the
object of getting rid of him expressed his intention of ship-
ping him off to India in the service of the East India Com-
pany. As-a preparation for this career, he was for some
months placed in a commercial academy to learn arithmetic
‘and book-keeping. In Tanuary 1750 just a few days after he
‘had attained the age of seventeen, Hastings left England and
-sailed for Bengal. The voyage it seems took about nine
months, for he did not arrive in India till the following
QOctober. ' -

On arrival in India, Hastings worked for two years in the
‘Secretary’s office at Calcutta, after which he was trans-
“ferred to Kasimbazar near -Murshidabad, where he passed
‘his time in bargaining with native brokers for silken stuffs,
for which the place was famous. Soon after, Siraj-ud-Daula
declared war against the English, and the first thing he did

-
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was to seize the Company’s factory at Kasimbazar, Hastings
was taken prisoner, but was treated with indulgence through
the intercession of the servants of the Dutch East India Com-
pany. Meantime Calcutta was taken by the Nawab, and the
English Governor fled and took refuge in the little islet of
Fulta, near the mouth of the Hugli.

These events laid the foundation of the future greatness of
Hastings, for in collecting information about what was taking
place in the capital and in furthering the conspiracy formed
subsequently for the dethronementsof Siraj-ud-Daula, Has-
tings acquired the reputation of being an able and a resolute
diplomatic agent. « His secret dealings were, however, dis-
covered and he was obliged to fly for life to Fulta. Shortly
after, Clive arrivpd with a force from Madras, the battle of
Plassey was foughtand Mir Jafar was raised to the throne of
Murshidabad. During these operations Hastings carried a
musket on his shoulder and scrved in the ranks as a common
soldier. It did not, however, take long for Clive to discover
his abilities, and he was accordingly placed in the court of the
new Nawab as the agent of the East India Company. He held
this post till the year 1761, when he was transferred to Calcutta
as a member of the council, under Mr. Vansitartt, the Gover-
nor of the growing but nebulous Empire. At this time there
was almost anarchy in the land, brought about by the rapacity
of the English servants of the Company, who wanted to make a
fortune as fast as they could, and whom neither the powerless
Nawab in Murshidabad nor the feeble Governor in Calcutta
could keep under control. Hastings himself was, however,
neither sordid nor rapacious, for he was a statesman whose
ambition soared higher than getting a few lacs of rupees
by wringing the helpless natives of Bengal.

Hastings returned to England in 1764 with a moderate
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fortune, Wthh however, was soon spent owing to his hberahty
and mismanagement. He stayed for four years in his native
country, during which he conceived the idea of founding an
institution for the cultivation®of oriental learning, in connection
with the University of Oxford. Financial difficulties, however,
soon compelled him to solicit his old masters for an appoint-
ment in India. The directors of the East India Company had
a high opinion of his character and abilities, and they were
glad to nominate him as a member of the Madras Council.

In the spring of 1769 Hastings again sailed for India in a
ship called the Duke of Graffon. During the voyage he fell
ill, and a lady, the wife of a German named Imhoff, tenderly
nursed him. Hastings fell in love with this.woman, whom he
Subsequently married. On atriving at Madras, Hastings found
the affairs of the Company in great. dlsorder, which he put
right by effecting many important reforms. The Directors
were so pleased with his work that in 1772 they appointed him
the head of the government of Bengal. ' 3

The Enghsh in Bengal had not yet assumed the sovereignty
of the} country, They held territories and collected the
revenues as vassals of the Mogul Emperor. The internal
administration of the country was still in_the hands of the
natives, the military and foreign affairs being only managed
by the officers of the Company. The Nawab of Murshida-
bad was merely a puppet, though still surrounded by ‘princely
magnificence. A sum amounting to more than thirty lacs
of rupees was given to him as his personal allowance, the
disposal of which, however, was in the hands of his minister
or Naib Subha, who was appointed not by the Nawab but by
the British masters of the country. During the administration
of Clive the place fell vacant, and the English Governor was
required to decide between the claims of two candidates who

R .
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applied for the post. The one was Mahomed Reza Khan,
who held a high position among the Mahomedans, and the
other was Maharaja Nund Comar, who held an equally high
position among the Hindus of Bengal. Clive decided in
favour of the former. Mahomed Reza Khan had held the
office for seven years when Hastings arrived in Calcutta. The
guardianship of the Nabob, a son of Mir Jafar, who was then
a minor, had also been confided to him. But Nund Comar
was constantly intriguing against him, not only in Calcutta but
also in England, the result of which® was an order from the
Court of “Directors to Mr. Hastings, to place Mahomed Reza
Khan under arrest; to dismiss all his partisans from the offices
they held, to hélﬁioan enquiry into the administration of the
country, and to avail hitrself of the assistance of Nund Comar
in the investigatiotr Mr. Hastings was not favourably dis-
posed towards Nund Comar, for long before, they had a
quarre] between them, but in order to get rid of the half-native
and half-English system of government that then prevailed in
Bengal, Hastings waived this personal objections and deter-
mined to carry out the instructions he had received from
London. At midnight, the house of Mahomed Reza Khan in
Murshidabad was surrounded by a battalion of sepoys and
he was taken down a prisoner to Calcutta.  All his proteges
were at the same time dismissed from their offices. Among
them was Shitab Roy, governor of Behar, who previous to
this, had on many occasions rendered valuable services to the
Company, specially in the battle with Shah Alam, the son of
the Mogul Emperor, when his gallantry won the admiration of
English officers.

Mr. Hastings now set himself to carry out a great revolu-
tion in the internal administration of the country. He deter-
mined to abolish the native system and to place the government
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of the country entirely in the hands of the English officers of
the Company: He abolished the office of the minister-or -
Naib Subha, which Nund Comar.so much ;coveted and to
obtain which he intrigued so much against Mahomed Reza
Khnan. A system of civil and criminal justice was established
under the superintendence of the English, and every vestige
of the Nabob’s power in the government of the country was
taken away, though his pension was still left intact and the
outward show of sovereignty still maintained. The Nabob
being still a mindr, it was riecessary to appoint a guardian: for
“his person and property, and this office was entrusted to a
woman of the seraglio, named Mani Begum, who in early life
was a dancing girl and whom the late Nabob Mir, Jafar took
Jdnto his harem. As soon as all these arrangements were
completed, Mahomed Reza* Khan -and ™ Shitab Roy were
brought under trial. The later was honourably acquitted, and
sent back to his goverhment at Patna. But the insult,offered
to him broke his heart and he died shortly atter his release.
Nund Comar appeared as the accuser of the former, but at
thie end Mf. Hastings decided thdt the charges *against him
. were not clearly esta.bllshed and he -was accordingly set at
liberty. d N

Nund Comar was grievously dlsappomted Instead of
being appointed minister in the place of Mahomed Reza
Khan, the appointment itself was abolished, while at the same
time English administration was substituted for the native
system and the seat of government transferred from Murshi-
dabad to Calcutta. The only advantage he got by his intrigues
was the appointment of his son, Guru Das, as treasurer of the
Nabob’s household. Nund. Comar found himself made a
tool by, Mr. Hastings for. carrying out these innovations, and .-
he, therefore, resolved to have revenge upon him.
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Meantime Mr. Hastings was very much pressed for money.
Money was not only scarce in the Calcutta treasury, but the
Court of Directors in London continually asked for remit-
tances. He therefore resolved to remove the financial em-
barrassments by some means, fair or foul. He cut down the
allowance of the Nabob from thirty-two lacs of rupees to half
that sum, refused to pay the annual tribute to the Delhi
Emperor, and seized the two provinces of Kora and Allahabad,
which were ceded to him, and which he now sold to Shuja-ud-
Daula, the Nabob Vizier of Oudh, for fifty lacs of rupees.
Another transaction was at the same time made with the
Vizier “which has left a lasting stain va the fame of Hastings
and of Englands’ The Nabob Vizier was anxious to obtain
possession ofari;:h.and fertile country, called Rohilkhand,
inhabited by a brave Afghan race, known as the Rohillas.
The Rohillas peacefully and industriously cultivated their
lands and gave no provocation either to the Vizier or to the
English. Yet for a consideration of forty thousand pounds
Mr. Hastings agreed to lend the Vizier a battalion of the
English army for their subjugation. The Rohillas fought
bravely for their independence, but nothing could prevail
against the discipline of the British force. With [the aid of the
English the Vizier devastated theirjcountry, burnt their villages,
butchered their children, and violated their women.

Meantime, in the year 1773, the Parliament of England
passed a law by which the other possessions of the Company
in India was placed under the presidency of Bengal, the
governor of Bengal being styled Governor-General of India;
a council consisting of four members was formed to assist the
Governor-General in the administration of the country ; and a
supreme court of judicature was established in Calcutta, con-
sisting of a chief justice and three puny judges, to whom
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unlimited civil and,criminal power was invested, and who were
made independent of the Governor-General and his Council.
By this law the Governor-General was not made supreme in
the council, as he is at the present day, but as, president he
had only a casting vote. The members of the new council on
their arrival in India began to quarrel with Mr. Hastings, and
the majority soon succeeded to wrest all the power from his
hands. Every body now thought Mr. Hastings to be a fallen
man, and this enemles now ventured to bring accusations
against him before the ma]onty of the Council. Now was the
time, thought Nund Comar, to take hxs revenge upon Mr.
Hastings. He accused him before the Council: of taking
bribes from Mani Begum and others.. The Counc1l decided
against Ilastings and the triumph of Nund Comar seemed to
be complete. He did not know .that “an English Court of
justice is above a majority in the Council, that an English,
Judge exercises his functions even against the wishes of his
sovereign, and that he could even send: the son of his king to
jail for a trivial offence.- Tt is generally believed that Hastings
was at the bottom of what followed., A native brought a
charge against Nund Comar of committing a forgery six years
ago. The crime according to the English law prevailing at
the time was punishable with death. Sir Elijah Impey, once
the school mate of Mr. Hastings was now the chief judgeof
the Calcutta Supreme:Court. The case was tried by him, and
he pronounced the sentence’ of death against Nund (‘omaf.
The sentence. was duly carried out and the whole country was
horrified at the execution of a Brahman, holding such a high
position in society. The greatest enemy, which. Hastings had,
was thus removed, the majority in the council was humbl;ed
the whole country was terrorlsed and the power of the Gover-
nor-General was re- -established, One of his adversaries in the

\
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Council also died shortly after, and his power now became
absolute.

Shortly after the internal disputes were settled, Mr. Has-
tings found himselt at war with the French, the Marhattas, and
Haider Ali of Mysore. The last at one time threatened the
very existence of the English power in Southern India. But
the genius of Hastings triumphed, and the English came off
victorious every where. But these wars cost a considerable
amount of money, and the government again laboured under
a great financial embarrassment. Hastings again found him-
self under the necessity of raising funds by some means or
other. Now at this time Chait Singh was the chief of Benares,
and he had the repufation of having amassed a large amount
of treasure. Hastihgs resolved to despoil him of a portion of
his wealth. In 1788,"when’ war first broke out with France,
Chait Singh was compelled to pay five lacs of rupees in addi-
tion to his annual tribute. Next year the same amount was
taken from him. In 1780 again, the same amount was de-
manded. In the hope of being exempted from these repeated
exactions, Chait Singh paid Mr. Hastings two lacs as a private
gratification.  Mr. Hastings took the money, but did not
release him from the public demand. Chait Singh made
excuses, upon which Mr. Hastings added another lac to the
demand as a fine for the delay. Ultimately the Raja paid the
whole amount. But this did not satisfy Mr. Hastings. Owing
to the wars, the financial embarrassments of the government
were extreme, to relieve which Mr. Hastings conceived the
idea of seizing the whole of the treasure which he thought the
Raja had hoarded. With this object he tried to fasten upon
the Raja some kind of accusation, by first driving him into
desperation with tresh and unjust demands. Mr. Hastings
now ordered him to maintain a body of cavalry for the service
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of the ¢ompany. Chait Singh tried to evade this fresh demand,
and Mr. Hastings made this evasion a pretext for seizing his
possessions. How this dispute eventually ended in rebellion
of the Benares peasantry, and in the flight of the Raja from
his dominions, are matters of history. But Mr. Hastings was
very much disappointed in the amount of money he obtained

_ by these oppressive transactions. Instead of a crore of rupees,
which he hoped to get from Chait Singh’s hoard, the amount
did not exceed a quarter of that sum.

Benares having failed to fulfil his expectations, Hastings‘
now turned his attention to Qudh. Shuja-ud-Diula was now
dead and was succeeded by his son ‘Asaf-ud.-Daula who,
though considered an independent chief, qu' gradually being
reduced to the position ot a vassal of the East India Company.
He too complained of the exactions of Mf' Hastings and of
the arbitrary conduct of the English fortune-hunters placed
around him. Instead of giving him relief, Mr. Hastings
made fresh demands upon him, which the vizier found himself
totally unable to comply with. Now, at this time there lived
at Faizabad a number of helpless women for whose mainten-
ance large landed estates were assigned, and who were believed

. to have hoarded a sum of more than three crores of rupees.
They were the mother of Asaf-ud-Daula, the present vizier, and
that of the late vizier, Shuja-ud-Daula, together with hundreds
of other women, included in his seraglio. These women were
known as.the Begums of Oudh. A compact was now made
between Mr. Hastings and Asaf-ud-Daula, to rob these women,
the money thus obtained being paid to the Fast India Com-
pany in satisfaction of .its claims upon the government of
Oudh. The vizier thus consented to plunder his mother and
grand-mother and the large number of women depending
upon them, whom he was bound by every law, human and
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divine, to protect and cherish. The money expected not being
forthcoming, these helpless women were actually starved and
their faithful eunuchs were put under torture to compel them
to disclose the place where it was supposed the money was
hidden. Mr. Burke has in his great speech dwelt upon these
barbarities with indignation. Tt is also a matter of great
shame that Sir Elijah Impey, the Chief Justice, who had no
jurisdiction in Qudh, supported the cruel measures adopted
to coerce into submission the helpless ladies and their faithful
servants. The conduct of the Chief Justice, however, atiracted
the attention of the English Parliament, which was condemned
in the strongest of terms, and he was ordered to vacate his
office and to return to England. The recall of Mr. Hastings
was also demandea.~ But his masters, the Court of Directors,
refused to comply with the request. Mr. Hastings remained
at the head of the Indian government till the year 1755, when
he went back to England.

Hastings was the founder of the Indian empire. His ad-
ministration was no doubt faulty in many respects, but the
conduct of conquerors and empire-founders is seldom guided
by a sense of strict morality. Costly wars and the importunate
demands for remittances made by the Court of Directors com-
pelled him to adopt measures for raising funds which were
arbitrary, unjust, and cruel. In any other country than
England, the conduct of 2 man, who had rendered such valu-
able services to his nation, would have met with the highest
applause and he would have been rewarded with the highest
honour which his sovereign could bestow upon him. But be
it said to the credit of the English nation that the oppressive
measures, which he adopted for carrying on the administration,
were not only not approved bmt the author of them was
punished with an impeachment which reduced him to poverty
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and ruined all his future prospects. The Rohilla war and the
execation of Nund Comar were the two subjects that were not
allowed to be included in the charges broﬁght against him..
Tt}e charges on which he was actually impeached will. be found
in the speech we have published. The trial was commenced
in 1788, and it lasted for nearly eight years, the judgment
acquitting Mr. Hastings being delivered by the House of
Lords in 1795, ;
As stated before, the great Governor-General of India, who
. ruled the destiny of millions of human beings, was totally
ruined, so much so that he could hardly meet hisweekly bills.
An annuity of four thousand pounds wds however, settled on
him, and cash advances were made to enablé him to meet the
most pressing demands. Mr. Hastings had befdre this $uc-
'ceeded to attain the ambition of his_earlylife, viz, to purchase
the old family seat at Daylesford. Here he passed his old age
in improving the grounds and in making various kinds of
agricultural experiments. At length in the year 1818, at the
ripe age of eighty-six, he tranquilly passed away from ‘this
world of worries and vexations. . v
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 Third day of trial, 15th February, 1788.
- \ ' .

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.,

\
- . -

My Lorps,—The gentlemen whé have it in command
4o support the  impeachment against . Mr;,  Hastings,
have directed me to open the cause with a general view of,
" tthe grounds upon which the Commons have proceeded
in their charge against him. They have. directed me to'
accompany this with a.nother general view of the extent, the
magnitudé, the nature, 'the tendency, and the eﬁect of
the crimes which they allege - to have been by him
committed.. They have also directed me to give an
explanation (with their aid I may be enabled to give
it ) of such circumstances -pieced'mg the crimes charged on
‘Mr. Hastings, or concomitant with them, as may tend to
elucidate whatever may be found obscure in the articles as.
'they stand. To these they wished me to add a few illustra«
tive remarks on the laws, customs, opinions, and manners
of the people concerned, and who jare the objects of the
crimes we charge on Mr. Hastmgs The several articles, as
Jthey appear before you, will 'be opened by other gemlemen
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with more particularity, with more distinctness, and, without
doubt, with infinitely more ability, when they come to apply
the evidence which naturally belongs to each article of this
accusation. This, my lords, is the plan which we mean to
pursue on the great charge which is now to abide your
judgment.

My lords, I must look upon it as an auspicious circum-
stance to this cause, in which the honour of the kingdom and
the fate of many nations are involved, that, from the first
commencement of our parliamentary process to this the hour
of solemn tfial, not the smallest difference of opinion has
arisen between the tivo Houses.

My lords, there. are persons who, looking rather upon
what was to be found in our records and histories than what
was to be expected from the public justice, had formed hopes
consolatory to themselves and dishonourable to us. They
flattered themselves that the corruptions of Indiar would
escape amidst the dissensions of parliament. They are dis-
appointed. They will be disappointed in all the rest of their
expectations, which they have formed upon everything except
the merits of their cause. The Commons will not have the
melancholy unsocial glory of having acted a solitary part in a
noble but imperfect work. What the greatest inquest of the
nation has begun, its highest tribunal will accomplish. At
length justice will be done to India. It is true that your
lordships will have your full share in this great achievement ;
but the Commons have always considered, that whatever
honour is divided with you is doubled on themselves. '

My lords, I must confess, that amidst these encouraging
"prospects the Commons do not approach your bar withant
awe and anxiety. The magnitude of the interests which
we have in charge will reconcile some degree of solicitude
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for the.event with ‘the ‘undoubting confidence. - with which
we repose ourselves. upon your -lordships’ | justice. For
we are men; my :lords; . and men are so  made,. that it
is not only the greatness of danger, . but the value of
the adventure, which measures the degree of our concern
in every.undertaking. I -solemnly assure your lordships;
that no standard is sufficient,to estimate the value which .
the Commons .set” upon the event of the cause they
now bring before you. My lords, the business of this
day is ot the business’of this man—it is not solely whether
. the prisoner at the bar be found innocent or guilty ; but whe-
ther millions of mankind shall be made miserable or happy.
Your lordships will see in the progress of thlS cause, that
there is not only a long-connected, systema,txc series of mis:
demeanours, but an equally.connected.system of maxims and
principles invented to justify - them. Upon both of these you
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My lords, there is another consideration, which augments
the solicitude of the Commons, equal to those other two great
interests I have stated, those of our empire and our national
character ; something that, if possible, comes more home to the
hearts and feelings of every Englishman : I mean, the interests
of our constitution itself, which is deeply involved in the event
of this cause. The future use, and the whole effect, if not the
very existence,of the process of an impeachment of high crimes
and misdemeanours before the peers of this kingdom, upon
the charge of the Commons, will very much be decided by
your judgment in this cause. This tribunal willbe found (1
hope it will always” be found) too great for petty causes ; if it
should at the s‘an'le time be found incompetent to one of the
greatest,- —that is,if little offences, from their minuteness, es-
cape you, and the greatest, from their magnitude, oppress you,
—it is impossible that this form of trial should not, in the end,
vanish out of the constitution. For we must not deceis
selves ; whatever does not stand with credit cannot stanc
And if the constitution should be deprived, I do not m
form, but virtually, of this resource, it is virtuallv
everything else that is valuable init. For this
cement which binds the whole together; this is
ing principle, that makes England what
In this court itis, that no subject, in no part
can fail of competent and proportionable
it is that we provide for that which is the
cellence of our constitution; I mean, the
tion of responsibility, by which ( excepting
power ) no man, in no circumstance, can e
count which he owes to the laws of hisc
this process that magistracy, which tries a
other things, is itself tried and controlled.
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are satisfied with.-making good subjects; this is a- security
for good governors.;  Itis by this tribunal that statesmen-iwho
abuse -their power,, are accused by statesmen, and tried by
statesmen, not:upon the. niceties of; a narrow’ ]unsprudence,
but -upon ‘the' enlarged.and solid principles, of’ state,mora_.l;ty. ,
It is here that those who by the abuse of power. ‘have violated
the spirit of ‘law, can never hope for - protection: fromf any of
its *forms =it -is here ,that those who have Tefused to con-
form themselves to its perfections, can never hope- to/«escape
) through any of its defects. - It ought therefore,, my, lords;,
become our common care to guard this your precums deposxt
_rare in its use, but powerful in its effect, withya religious
vigilance, and never to suffer it to be_: exther!:dlscredrged,;ror
antiquated. For this-great end your lordships are invested
with great and plenary powers : but yoﬁ de -not, suspend,- you
do not supersede, you-do not annihilaté,. .any; subordinate
jurisdiction’; .on the contrary, you are-auxiliary, and ,supple-
mental to,them ;all. : o™ wsl L 9
Whether it is owing to the fehclty of our stimes, ;-less fertile
in great offences than those which-have , goneiibefore us, or
“whether- it is; from a.sluggish apathy which has dulled and
enervated the public justice, I am* not called .upon. to, deter-
mine ; bat, whatever may be the, cause, it -is ‘now. sixty-three
years smce any, impeachment, grounded upon -abuse,, of
authority and misdemeanour in office, has come before: ‘this
tribunal. The last is that,of Lord Macclesfield, which. hap-
pened in the year 1725. So that the oldest "process known
to the constitution of this country has, upon its revival, some
appearance of novelty. At this time, when all Europe is' in."a
state of, perhaps, contaglous fermentation,—when , antiquity
has lost all .its reverence and all its effect,on the minds, of
men, at the same time that novelty 1s"stxllwattended switho; the
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suspicions that always will be attached to whatever is new,—
we have been anxiously careful,in a business which seems
to combine the objections both to what is antiquated and
what is novel, so to conduct ourselves that nothing in the
revival of this great parliamentary process shall afford a
pretext for its future disuse.

My lords, strongly impressed as they are with these senti-
ments, the Commons have conducted themselves with
singular care and caution. Without losing the spirit and
zeal of a public prosecution, they havé comported themselves
with such thoderation, temper, and decorum, as would not
have ill become the final judgment, if with them rested the
final judgment, of this.great cause. With very few inter-
missions, the affairs of India have constantly engaged the
attention of the Comtmons for more than fourteen years. We
may safely affirm, we have tried every mode of legislative
provision, before we had recourse to anything of penal pro-
cess. It was in the year 1774 we framed an act of parlia-
ment for remedy to the then existing disorders in India, such
as the then information before us enabled us to enact. Find-
ing that the act of parliament did not answer all the ends that
were expected from it, we had, in the year 1782, recourse to
a body of monitoryjresolutions. Neither had we the expected
fruit from them. When, therefore, we found that our in-
-quiries and our reports, our laws and our admonitions, were
alike despised ; that enormities increased in proportion as
they were forbidden, detected, and exposed; when we found
that guilt stalked with an erect and upright front, and that
legal authority seemed to skulk and hide its head like out-
lawed guilt ; when we found that some of those very persons
who were appointed by parliament to assert the authority of
the laws of this kingdom, were the most forward, the most
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x”hdld and the most actrve in the consplracy for their deltruc-
tlon then it was time for the justice of the nation to recollect
itself. To have forborne longer would not have been patience,
but collution ', it would have been participation with ‘guilt ; it

would have been to make ourselves accomplices with the '

.criminal. ‘

’

The Crime, the Criminal and the process.

We found it was impossible to evade painful duty without
ibetraying a sacred trustt Having, therefore, resolved upon
vthe last and only resource, a penal prosecution, .t was our

-next business to act in a manner worthy of ‘our long delibera-

"<tion. In all points we proceeded with selection. We have
-chosen (we trust 4t will so appear to your lordsh-rps) such a
-crime, and such a criminal, and such a bo.dy of evidence, and

-such a mode of process, as vgrould "have recommended this
-course of justice to posterity, even it had ﬁot been supported
by an example in the practice of our forefathers
First, to speak of the process: we are to inform ‘your
‘lordships, that, besides that long previous deliberation of four-
teen years, we examined, as a preliminary to this proceeding,
-every circumstance whlch could prove favourable to parties
-apparently delmquent before we finally resolved to prosecute.
There was no precedent to be found in the ]ournals, favourable
‘to persons in Mr. Hastmgs circumstances, that was not
-applied to. Many measures utterly unknown to former par-
liamentary proceedmgs, and which, indeed, seemed in some
degree to enfeeble them, but which were all to the advantage
-of those that were to be ﬁrosecuted “were adopted, for the
ﬁrst time, upon this occasion.—In an early stage of the pro-
:ceedmg, the“criminal des1red to be heard He wa.s heard ;

.and he produced before the: bar of the House that msolent
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and unbecoming paper which lies upon our table. It was:

deliberately given in by his own hand, and signed with his
owvn name. The Commons, however, passed by everything
ofiensive in that paper with a magnanimity that became them,
They considered nothing in it but the facts that the defend-
ant alleged, and the principles he maintained ; and after a
deliberation, not short of judicial, we proceeded with confi-
dence to your bar. So far as to the process; which, though
mentioned last in the line and order in which I stated the
objects of our selection, I thought it Rest to despatch first.

As to th.e crime which we chose, we first considered well
what it was in its nature, under all the circumstances which
attended it. We weighed it with all its extenuations, and with
all its aggravations. On that review we are warrented to
assert, that the crifnes with which we charge the prisoner at
the bar are substantial crimes ; that they are no errors or
mistakes, such as wise and good men might possibly fall into ;
which may even produce very pernicious effects, without being
in fact great offences. The Commons are too liberal not to
allow for the difficulties of a great and arduous public situa-
tion. They know too well the domineering necessities, which
frequently occur in all great affairs. They know the exigency
of a pressing occasion, which in its precipitate career bears
everything down before it, which does not give time to the
mind to recollect its faculties, to reinforce its reason, and to
have recourse to fixed principles, but, by compelling an ins-
. tant and tumultuous decision, too often obliges men to decide
in 2 manner that calm judgment would certainly have rejected.
We know, as we are to be served by men, that the persons
who serve us must be tried as men, and with a very large
allowance indeed to human infirmity and human error. This,
my Lords, we knew, and we weighed, before we came before-
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you. But the crimes which we charge in these articles; are
not lapses, 'defgacts,\ errors, of .common human frailty, which;
as we know and feel, we.can allow for. We charge this-
offender with no crimes that have not arisen from! passions
which it is criminal to harbour ; with no offences, that have-
not their root in.avarice, rapacity, pride, insolence, ferocity,
treachery, cruelty, malignity of temper ; in short, in nothing
that does not argue a total extinction' of all meoral- principle,.
that does not manifest an ihveter;;te blackness of heart, dyed-
in grain with malice, vitiated, corrupted, gangrened to the very
core. If we do not plant his crimes in those vices which .the -
breast of man is made to abhor, and the spirit of all laws
human .and divine to 1nterdlct we des&e no longer to - be
heard qp_on this occasion.  Let everythmg that can be pleaded:
~on the grouhd of surprise or error, upon- those_grounds be-
pleaded with success : we give up the whole of those predica-
ments. We urge no crimes that were not crimes of fore-
thought ~ We charge him with nothing that he did not-
commit qpon deliberation ; that he. did not commit against
advice, éupbligation, and remonstrance ; that he did. not~
commit against.the direct command of lawful authority ; that
he did not ,commit after reproof and reprimand, the reproof’
~and reprlmand of those who' are authorized by the laws to
reprove and reprimand him.* "[‘he crimes of Mr. Hastings are
crimes not only in themselves, but aggravated by being crimes-
of contumacy. They were crimes not against forms,-but
against those eternal laws of justice, which are our ruleand
our birthright His offences ‘are, not -in .formal, technical:
languarre but in reality, in substance, and effect, Zigh crimes.
and high mfsdemeanours. = . . . R A
' Sofaras to.the crimes. (As’to the criminal, we. have -
chosen h1m on the same prmc:ple on Wthh we. selected the:-

‘\
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-crimes. We have not chosen to bring before you a poor,
-puny, trembling delinquent, misled, perhaps, by those who
ought to have taught him better, but who have afterwards
-oppressed him by their power, as they had first corrupted him
by their example. Instances there have been many, wherein
‘the punishment of minor offences, in inferior persons, has
‘been made the means of screening crimes of a high order,
and in men of high description. Our course is different. We
have not brought before you an obscure offender, who, when
insignificance and weakness are weighed against the power
of the prosecution, gives even to public justice something of
- the appearance of oppression ; no, my Lords, we have brought
‘before you the-first man of India in rank, authority, and
station, We have ‘brought before you the chief of the tribe,
the head of the whole body of eastern offenders; a captain-
general of iniquity, under whom all the fraud, all the pecula-
tion, all the tyranny, in India, are embodied, disciplined,
.arrayed, and paid. This is the person, my Lords, that we
-bring before you. We have brought before you such a
"person, that, if you strike at him with the firm and decided
arm of justice, you will not have need of a great many more
-examples. You strike at the whole corps, if you strike at the
head. So far as to ..e crime: so far as to the criminal. Now,
‘my Lords, I shall say a few words relative to the evidence
which we have brought to support such a charge, and which
ought to be equal in weight to the charge itself. It is chiefly
-evidence of record, officially signed by the criminal himself in
‘many instances. We have brought before you his own letters,
.authenticated by his own hand. On these we chiefly rely.
.But we shall likewise bring before you living witnesses, compe-
:tent to speak to the points to which they are brought.
When you consider the late enormous power of the
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prisoner ; when you consider his criminal, indefatigable assi-
duity in the destruction of all recorded evidence ; when you
consider the influence he has over almost all living: testimony ;
when you consider the distance of the scené of action,—I
believe your lordships, and I believe the world, will be asto-
nished that so much,; so clear so solid, and so conclusive
<evidence of all kinds has been obtained against him. I have
no doubt that in nine instances in ten the evidence is such as
-would satisfy the narrow precision supposed to prevail, and to
a’ degree rightly to prevail, in all subordinate power and
delegated jurisdiction. But your 'lordships will maintain,
what we assert and claim as the right of the subjects of Great
Britain,—that you are not bound by any ruleg of evidence, or
any other rules whatever, except those of natural,” immutable,
and substantial justice. God forbid the Commons should
desire that anything should be recelved as proof from them,

which is not by nature adapted to prove the thmg in questlon

1If they should make such a request, they would aim at over-
turning the very principles of‘that justice to which they resort.
"They would give the nation an evil example, that would
vébound back on themselves, and bring destruction upon theit
own heads, and on those of all their posterity. = -

On the othler hand, 1 have'too much conﬁdence in the
learning with which you will be advised, and the/liberality and
nobleness of the sentiments with which you are born, to
suspect that you would, by any abuse of the forms, and a
techmcal course of proceeding, “deny ]ustxce to 50 great a part
of the world that claims it at your hands. Your lordships
always had an ample power;, and almost unllmxted juris-
diction ; you have now a boundless object.- It is ot from this
district, or from that parish, notfrom- this city, or the other
province, that relief is now applied for : exiled and undone



1z BURKE'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

princes, extensive tribes, suffering nations, infinite descriptions
of men different in language, in manners, and in rites—
men, separated by every barrier of nature from you, by the
providence of God are blended in one common cause, and
are now become suppliants at your bar. For the honour
of this nation, in vindication of this mysterious providence,
let it be known that no rule formed upon municipal maxims
(if any such rule exists) will prevent the course of that im-
perial justice which you owe to the people that call to you
from all parts of a great disjointedeworld. For, situated as
this kingdom is, an object, thank God, of envy to the rest
of the nations; its <onduct in that high and elevated situa-
tion will undoubtedly be scrutinized with a severity as great
as its power is invidious,

It is well knowx;, that enormous wealth has poured into
this country from India through a thousand channels, public
and concealed ; and it is no particular derogation from our
honour to suppose a possibility of being corrupted by that
by which other empires have been corrupted, and assemblies
almost as respectable and venerable as your lordships have
been directly or indirectly vitiated. Forty millions of money
at least have within our memory been brought from India
into England. In this case the most sacred judicature ought
to look to its reputation. Without offence we may venture to
suggest, that the best way to secure reputation is not by a
proud defiance of public opinion, but by guiding our actions
in such a manner as that public opinion may in the end be
securely defied by having been previously respected and
dreaded. No direct false judgment is apprehended from the
tribunals of this country. But it is feared that partiality may
lurk and nestle in the abuse of our forms of proceeding. It
is necessary, therefore, that nothig in that proceeding should
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appear to mark the slightest trace, should betray the faintest
-odour, of chicane. God forbid that when .you try the most
serious of all causes, that when you try the cause of Asia in

the presence of Europe, there should be the least suspicion:

that a narrow partialify ,utterly destructive of justice should
50 guide us, that a British subject in power should appear
in substance to possess rights which are denied to the humble
allies, to the attached. dependa’ﬁts of this kingdom, who,by
their distance have a double demand upon your protection,

and who by an implicit (I hope not a weak and useless) trust _

in you have stripped themselves of every other resdurce under
heaven. I do not say this from any fedr, doubt, or hesitation,
concerning what your lordships will nnaplly do—none in the
world ; but I cannot shut my ears to the rumours “which you
all know to be disseminated abroad. The abusers of power
may have a chance to cover themselves. by, those fences and
intrenchments  which. are made to secure the liberties of the
people against men of that very description. But God forbid
it should he bruited from Pek/in to Paris, that the laws of
England are for the rich and the powerful, but to the poor,
the miserable, and defenceless they afford no resource at
all.  God forbid it should be said no nation is equal to the
English-in mb.r/mz/zal violence and in formal ]ustxce, that in
this klngdom we feel ourselves competent to confer the most
-extravagant and inordinate powers upon pubhc ministers, but
that'we are deficient, poor, helpless, lame, g.nd impotent in
the means of calling them to account for their use of them.
An opinion has been insidiously -circulated through this
kingdom, and through foreign nations too, that in order to
<cover our participation in guilt, and our common interest in
the plunder of the East, we have invented a set’of .scholastic
istinctions, abhorrent to the common'sense and unpropitious
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to the common necessities of mankind, by which we are to
deny ourselves the knowledge of what the rest of the world
knows, and what so great a part of the world both knows and
feels. I do not deprecate any appearance which may give
countenance to this aspersion from suspicion that any corrupt
motive can influence this court ; I deprecate it from knowing
that hitherto we have moved within the narrow circle of muni-
cipal justice. Iam afraid that, from the habits acquired by
moving within a circumscribed sphere, we may be induced
rather to endeavour at forcing natdre into that municipal
circle, than*to enlarge the circle of national justice to the
necessities of the entpire we have obtained.

This is the only.thing which does create any doubt or
difficulty i’ the minds of sober people. But there are those
who will net judge so equitably. Where two motives, neither
of them perfectly justifiable, may be assigned, the worst has
the chance of being preferred. If, from any appearance of
chicane in the court, justice should fail, all men will say,
better there were not tribunals at all. In my humble opinion,
it would be better a thousand times to give all complaints the
short answer the Dey of Algiers gave a British ambassador
Tepresenting certain grievances suffered by the British mer-
chants,——“My friend” (as the story is related by Dr. Shawe),
“do not you know that my subjects are a band of robbers,
and that I am their captain ?”- better it would be a thousand
times, and a thousand tlrousand times more manly, than a
hypocritical process, which, under a pretended reverence to
punctilious ceremonies and observances of law, abandons
mankind, without help and resource, to all the desolating
consequences of arbitrary power. The conduct and event of
this cause will put an end to such doubts, wherever they may
be entertained. Vour lordships will exercise the great plenary
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powers with which you are invested in a manner that will do-
~ honour to the protecting justice of this kingdomi that will.
completely avenge the great people who are subjeted to it.
You will not jsuffer your proceedings to be squared by any-
rules, but by their necessities, and by that law of a common.
nature which cements them to us and us to them. The
reports to the contrary have been spread abroad with un--
common industry, but they' will be speedily refuted by the .

justice. Havmg sa‘..ld all that I am instructed to say concern-
ing the process which the house of Commcns has used,
concerning the crimes which they have chosen concerning
the criminal upon whom they attach the crimes, and concerning
the evxdence which they mean to produc.e, I.am now to-
proceed to,open that part of the husiness which falls to my-
share. It is rather an explanatlon of the circumstances than .
an enforcement of the crimes.

Explanation of Circumstances. -

Your lordships of course will be apprized, that this cause is
niot what occurs every day in the ordinary round of municipal
affairs; that it has- a relation to many things, that touches.
tany points in many places, which are wholly removeé
- from the ordmary ‘beaten orbit of our English a&'aus In
other affairs every allusidn immediately meets its pomt
of reference; mnothing can be started that does not im- .
mediately awaken to your attention something in your
own laws and usages{which you meet with every day in the
ordinary transactions of life. . But here you are caught as it
were into another world/, «you are to have the way &}0&)& red
‘before you. As the subject is new, it must be eiﬁlamed "6@
.it is intricate as well as new that explanat@ can be only«
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comparatively short: and therefore, knowing your lordships
to be possessed, along with all other judicial virtues, of the
first and foundation of them all, judicial patience, I hope,
that you will not grudge a few hours to the explanation of
that which has cost the Commons fourteen years’ assiduous
application to acquire ;~that your lordships will not disdain
to grant a few hours to what has cost the people of India
upwards of thirty years of that innate, inveterate, hereditary
patience to endure,

My lords, the power which Mr. Ha.stings is charged with
having abused, are the powers delegated to him by the East-
India Company. . The East-India Company itself acts under
two very di_ssimilqr'sorts of powers, derived from two sources
very remote from each other. The first source of its power
is under charters which .the Crown of Great Britain was
authorized by act of parliament to grant; the other is from
several charters derived from the emperor of the Moguls, the
person in whose dominions ‘they were chiefly copversant ;
particularly that great charter by which, in the year 1766, they
acquired the high stewardship of the kingdoms of Bengal,
Behar, Orissa. Under those two bodies of charters, the East-
Indian Company and all their servants are authorized to act.
As to those of the first description, it is from the British
characters that they derive the capacity by which they are
considered as a public body, or at all capable of any public
function. It is from thence they acquire the capacity to take
from any power whatsoever any other charter, to acquire any
other offices, or to hold any other possessions. This, being
the root and origin of their power, renders them responsible
to the party from whom all their immediate and consequential
powers are derived.  As they have emanated from the
supreme powers of this kingdom, the whole body and the
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-whole train of their servants, the corporate body as a cor-
porate body, as individuals are responsible to thé high justice
-of this kingdom. In delegating great power to the KEast-
Indian Company this kingdom hds not released its sovereign-
ty; on the contrary the responsibility of the Company is
increased by the greatness and sacredness of the powers that

boan . intrusted to it Attormnts hows hosn mada abrond
Séen L Inrusied LUCmMPIs Save oggn MRl anrend

to circulate a notion that the acts of the East-India Company
"and their servants are not cognizable here. I hope on this
occasion your Jordships® will show that this nation never did
give a power, without annexing to it a proportionable degree _
of responsibility. .

- As to their others powers, the Company derxves them
from the Moguyl empire by various charter§ from°that crown,
and from the great magistrates of that crown, and particular-
ly by the Mogul charter of 1765, by which théy obtained
the Diwani, that is, the office of Lord High Stewait of
the kingdoms of Bengal, Behar,and Orissa. By that charter
-they bound themselves ( and bound incluéively ‘all  their
servants) to perform all - the duties belonging to that new
office, and to be held by all the ties belonging to that
new relation. If the Mogul empire had existed in its
_vigor, they would have been bound under that responsibility
to observe the laws, rights, usages, and customs of the natives,
and to pursue their benefit in all things. For this duty was
inherent in the nature, institution, and purpos@bf the office
. which they received. "If the power of the sovereign, from”
whom they derived those powers, should by any revolution in
human affairs be annihilated or suspended, their duty to the
.Jpeople below them, which was created under the Mogul
«¢harter, is not annihilated, is not even suspended ; and for
their responsibility in the performance of that duty they arer

2
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thrown back upon that country (thank God, not annihilated)
from whence their original power and all subsequent derivative
powers have flowed. When the Company acquired that high
office in India, an English corporation became an integral
part of the Mogul empire. When Great Britain virtually
assented to that grant of office, and afterwards took advantage
of 1t, Great Britain guaranteed the performance of all its
duties. Great Britain entered into a virtual act of union with
that country, by which we bound ourselves as securities to
preserve the people in all the rights, laws and liberties which
their natural original sovereign was bound to support, if he
had been in condition to support them. By the disposition of
events the two dugies, flowing from two differeni sources, are
now united in ene. The people of India therefore come, in
the name of the Commons of Great Britain, but in their own
rrhe to the bar of this House, before the supreme royal
justice of this kingdom, from whence originally all the powers
nnder which they have suffered were derived.

It may be a little necessary, when we are stating the powers
the Company have derived from their charter, and which we
state Mr. Hastings to have abused, to state in as short and as
comprehensive words as I can (for the matter is large indeed)
what the constitution of that Company is; I mean, chiefly,
what it is in reference to its Indian service, the great theatre
of the abuse. Your lordships will naturally conceive, that it
is not to inform you, but to revive circumstances in your mem-
ory. that I enter into this detail. You will therefore recollect,
that the East-India Company had its origin about the latter
end of the reign of Elizabeth, a period of projects, when all
sorts of commercial adventures, companies, and monopolies
were in fashion. At that time the Company was constituted,
with extensive powers for increasing the commerce and the
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honour of this - country-; because increasing its commerce:
without increasing its honour and reputation would have been:
thought at that time, and will be thought now, a bad bargain
for the country. The powers of the Company were, under
that-charter, merely commercial. By degrees, as the theatre of-
operation was distant ; as its'intercourse was with many great,
some barbarous, and all of them armed nations-—nations in
which not only the sovereign but the subjects were armed ; it was -
found necessary to enlarge their powers. The first power they
obtained was a power of ‘naval discipline in their ships—a
power which has been sirce dropped ; the next was a power
of civil and, to a degree, of criminal jurisdiétion within their
own factories, upon their own people and their own servants ;
“thenext was—and here was a stride mdeed-—the power of
peace and war. Those high and almost’ incommunicable
prerogatives of sovereignty, which were hardly ever known
before to be parted with to any subjects, and which, in several
states, were not wholly entrusted to the’prince or head of the
common-wealth himself, were given to the East-India Coms
pany. That Company acquired these powers about the end
of the reigm of Charels II.; and they wete afterwards more
fully as well as more legally given by parliament after the
Revotution. From this time the East-India Company was
no longer merely a mercantile company, formed for the exten~:
sion of the British commerce; it more nearly resembled- a
delegation of the whole power and sovereignty of this king-
ldom, sent into the East. From that time the Company ought
o be considered as a subordinate sovereign power ; that is,
sovereign with regard to the objects which it touched, subordj-
nate with regard to the power from whence its great trust was:
derived. Under these successive -arrangements things took
a course very different from their usual order.. A new

’ ! . .
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disposition took place, not dreamt of in the theories of specula-
tive politicians, and of which few examples in the least re-
sembling it have been seen in the modern world, none at all
in the ancient. In other instances a political body, that acts
as a common-wealth, was first settled, and trade followed as
a consequence of the protection obtained by political power ;
but here the course of affairs was reversed. The constitution
of the Company began in commerce, and ended in empire.
Indeed, wherever the sovereign powers of peace and war are
given, there wants but time and citcumstance to make these
powers supersede every other. The affairs of commerce will
fall at last into their proper rank and situation. However
primary in their original intention, they will become second-
ary. The’ posséssion, therefore, and the power of assertign
of these great authorites, coinciding with the improved state
of arts in Europe, with the improved state of laws, and, what
is much more material, the improved state of military discip-
line, more and more perfected every day with us,—universal
improvement in Europe coinciding with the general decay
of Asia (for the proud day of Asia is passed),- -this improve-
ment coinciding with the relaxation and dissolution of the
Mogul government, with the decline of its warlike spirit,
with the total disuse of the ancient strictness of the military
discipline established by Tamerlane,—the India Company
came to be what it is—a great empire, carrying on subordi-
nately a great commerce: it became that thing which was
supposed by the Roman law irreconcilable to reason and!
propriety -—eundem negoliatorem ¢f dominum : the same power'
became the general trader, the same power became the
sdpreme lord.

In this exalted situation the India Company, however, still
preserves traces of its original mercantile character. The
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whole exterior order of its political setvice is carried on upon a
mercantile plan and mercantile principles. In fact the.East
India Company in Asia is a state in the disguise of a merchant.
Its whole service is a system of public offices in the disguise
of a counting-house. Accordingly, the whole external order and
series of the service, as I observed, is commercial ; ‘the prin-
cipal, the inward, the real, is almost entirely political. This
system of the Company’s service, its order and discipline, is
necessary to be explained to your lordships, that you may see
in what manner the abus€s have affected it. In the first place,
all the persons who go abroad in the Company’s civil service
enter as clerks in the counting-house, and are called by a
name to correspond to it, writers. In that gohdition they are
obliged to serve five years. The second “step is that of a
factor, in which they are obliged to serve three years. The
third step they take is that of a_junior merchant, in which they
are obliged to serve three years more. At that period they
become senior merchanits, which is the highest state of advance
in the Company’s service ; a rank by which they had preten-
sions, before the year 1774, to the council, to -the succession
of the presidency, and to whatever other honours the Company
has to bestow. The Company had, in its early times, esta-
blished factories in certain places which factories by degrees
grew to the name of presidencies and council, in proportion
as the power and influence of the Company increased, and as
the political began flrst to struggle with and, at length to
predominate over the mercantile. In this form it continued
till the year 1773 ; when the legislature broke in, for proper
reasons urging them to it, upon that order of the service, and
appointed to the superior department persons who had no title
to that place under the ordinary usage of the service. Mr.
Hastings and Mr. Barwell, whatever other titles they might

'
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have had, held solely under the act of parliament nominating
them to that authority ; but in all other respects, except where
the act and other subsequent acts have not broken in upon it,
the whole course of the service remains upon the ancient
footing, that is, the commercial footing, as to the gradation
and order of service.

Your lordships see here a regular series of gradation,
which requires eleven years before any persons can arrive at
the highest trusts and situations. You will therefore be asto-
nished, when so0 long a probationary 8ervice was required, that
effect very different from those to be expected from long
probation have happened; and that in a much shorter time
than those eléven years you have seen persons returning into
this kingdom with affluent, with overbearing fortunes. It
will be a great part-of your inquiry when we come before your
lordships to substantiate evidence against Mr. Hastings, to
discover how that order came to be so completely broken
down and erased that scarce a trace of it for any good purpose
remains. Though I will not deny that that order, or that any
order in a state, may be superseded oy the ruling power when
great talents upon pressing exigencies are to be called forth, yet
I must say the order itself was formed upon wise principles.
It furnished the persons who were put in that course of proba-
tion with an opportunity (if circumstances enabled them) of
acquiring experience in business of revenue, trade, and policy.
It gave to those who watched them a constant inspection of
their conduct through all their progress. On the expectants of
office it imposed the necessity of acquiring a character in
proportion to their standing, in order that all which they had
gained by the good behaviour of years should not be lost by the
misconduct of an hour. It was a great substantial regula-
tion. But scarce a trace of the true spirit of,it remains to be
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-discovered in Mr. Hastings government ; for Mr. Hastings es-
tablished offices, nay, whole systems of offices and especially
:a system of offices in 1781, which being altogetf\er new, none
-of the rules of gradation applied to them; and he filled .those
-offices in such a manner as suited best, not the constitution
nor the spirit of the service, but his own. particulr views and
‘rpurposes. The consequence- hias been, that persons in the
most immature stages of life have been appointed to " conduct
.aﬁalrs which required the greatest matunﬁy:_gf judgment, the
greatest possible tempers and moderation. Effects naturally
-consequent have followed upon it. —1 shall not trouble your
lordships with any further observations on this system of
-gradation. . )

I must however remark, before I go further "that there is
:somethmg in the representatlon of the East India Company,
-in their oriental territory, different from that, perhaps, of any
other nation that has ever transported any part of its power
from one «country to another. The East India Company in
India, is not properly a branch of the Brmsh nation, it is
.only a deputation of individuals. When the Tartars entered
into China, when the Arabs and Tartars succosswely entered
“into Hindustan, when the Goths and Vandals penetrated into
Europe, when the Normans forc&d” their wéy into England,
indeed in all conquests, migratfons, settlements and coloni-
. .zations, the new people came as the offshoot of a nation. The
»Company -in India does not exist as a national colony. 1In
-effect and substance, nobody can go thither that does mot go
in its service. The English in India are nothing but a se--
minary for the succession of officers. .Th_ey are a nation of
placemen ;—they are a commonwealth without a people; they
:are a state made up wholly of magistrates. There is nothing
sto be .in propriety called people to watch, to mspect o

-
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balance against the power of office. The power of office, so
far as the English nation is concerned, is the sole power in
the country. The consequence of which is, that being a
kingdom of magistrates, what is commonly called the espriz
de corps is strong in it. This spirit of the body predominates
equally in all.its parts; by which the members must consider
themselves as havinga common interest, and that common
interest separated both from that of the country which sent
them out, and from that of the country in which they act.
No control upon them exists; nofie, I mean, in persons who
understand their language, who understand their manners, or
can apply their conduct to the laws. Therefore, in a body so
constituted confederacy is easy, and has been general. Your
lordships " are got to expect that that should happen in such
a body which never happened in any body or corporation,
that is, that they should in any instance be a proper check
and control upon themselves. It is not in the nature of
things. The fundamental principle of the whole of the East
india Company’s system is monopoly in some sense or other.
The same principle predominates in the service abroad and the
service at home ; and both systems are united into one, animated
with the same spirit, that is, with the corporate spirit. The:
whole, taken together, is such as has not been seen in the
examples of the Moors, the Portuguese, the Spaniards, the
Romans ; in no old, in no recent examples. The Dutch may
resemble it, but they have not an empire properly so deno-
minated. By means of this peculiar circumstance it has not
been difficult for Mr. Hastings to embody abuse, and to put
himself at the head of a regular system of corruption.

Another circumstance in that service is deserving of notice.
Except in the highest parts of all, the emoluments of office do
not in any degree correspond with the trust, nor the nature of
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the office with its name. In other official systems the style,

in general, is above the function; here is it the reverse.

Under the name of junior merchant, senior merchant, writer,‘
and other petty appellations of the counting-house, you

have magistrates of high dignity, you, have administrators of-
revenues truly royal ;—you have judges civil, and in some

respects criminal, who pass judgment upon the greatest
properties of a great country. The legal public emoluments
_that belong to them aré very often so inadequate to the real
dignity of the character} that it is impossible, almost absolutely
impossible, for the subordinate parts of it, which though
subordinate are stations of power, to exist as Englishmen who
look at a fortune to be enjoyed at home as their ultimate
object, and to exist in a state of perfect._incorfuption in that
service. In some parts of Europe it is true that the greatest

situations are often attended -with but little emolument ; yet

still they are filled. Why ? Because reputation, glory, fame,

the esteem, the love, the tears of joy which flow from happy

sensibility, the honest applauses of a grateful country, some-
times pay the cares, anxieties,and toils, which wait on great

situations in the commonwealth : and in these, they pay in-
~money what can not be paid/in fame and reputation. 1t is the
reverse in the service of the India Company. Glory is not the
lot of subordinated merit ;- and all the subordinate parts of the

gradation are officers who, in comparison with the offices and"
duties entrusted with them, are miserably provided for;

whereas the chief of each great presidency has emoluments.
securing him against every mode of temptation. But if this
has not secured the head, we may easily judge how the
members are to be coerced. Mr. Hastings at the head of the
service, with high legal emoluments, has fouled his hands and'
sullied his government with bribes. He has substituted opp-
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ression and tyranny in the place of legal government. With
all that unbounded, licentious power which he has assumed
over the public revenues, instead of endeavouring to find a -
series of graduval, progressive, honourable, and adequate
rewards for the persons who serve the public in the subor-
dinate but powerful situations, he has left them to prey upon
the people without the smallest degree of control. In default
of honest emolument, there is the unbounded license of power ;
and (as one of the honestest and ablest servants of the Company
said to me in conversation) the civil service of the Company
resembled the military service of the Marhattas—Ilittle pay,
but unbounded license to plunder. I do not say that some of
the salaries given in India would not sound well here ; but when
you consider the nature of the trusts, the dignity of the situa-
tion, whatever the name of them may be, the powers that are
granted, the hopes that every man has of establishing himself
at home,—I repeat, it is a source of infinite grievance- -of
infinite abuse : of which source of corrupt power we charge
Mr. Hastings with having availed himself in filling up the
void of direct pay, by finding out countenancing every kind of
oblique and unjust emolument ; though it must be confessed
that he is far from being solely guilty of this offence.

Another circumstance which distinguishes the East-India
Company is the youth of the persons who are employed in
the system of that service. The servants have almost
universally been sent out to begin their progress and career in
active occupation, and in the exercise of high authority, at
that period of life which in all other places has been employed
in the course of a rigid education. To put the matter in a2
few words they are transferred from slippery youth to perilous
independence, from perilous independence to inordinate

. expectations, from inordinate expectations, to boundless
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power. School-boys without tutors, minors without guardians,
the world is let loose upon them, with all its -temptations ;
-and they are let loose upon the world, with all the -powers
that despotism involves. - It is further remarkable, these
servants exercise, what your lordships are now exercising,
high judicial powers; and they exercise them without the
smallest study. of any law either general or municipal. It
is made a sort of rule in the service, a rule confirmed even
by . the attempts that were made to correctit (I mean,
confirmed by Sir Elijah Impey, when under the auspices
of Mr. Hastings he "undertook to- be legislator:for India),
that the judicial character, the last .ih the order of legal
progress that to which all progressiogal ten look up as
the crown of their labours that ultimate hope of men grown
grey in professional practice, is among the first experi-
mental situations of a Company's servant. It is expressly
said in that body of regulations to which I allude, that
the office and situation of a judge of the Diwanni courts of
ada'lat is to be filled by the jumior servants of the Com-
pany ; and as the judicial emolument is not substantially
-equal to that of the other situations, the office of a judge
is to be taken, as it were iz #ransitu, as a passage to other
offices not of a judicial inature. As soon therefore as a
young man has supplied the defects of his education by
the advantage of some experience, he is immediately
translated to. a totally different office.: and another young
man is substituted to learn, at the expense of the property
of India, to fill a situation which when he may be qualified
to fill he is no longer to hold. ~ _

It is in a great measure the same with regard to the
other situations. They are the  situations of great states-
men, which, according to the practice of the world, require,
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to fill properly, rather a large converse with men and much
intercourse in life, than deep study of books; though that
too has its eminent service. We know that in the habits
of civilized life in cultivated society there is imbibed by
men a good deal of the solid practice of government, of
the true maxims of state, and everything that enables a
man to serve his country. But these men are sent over
to exercise functions at which a statesman here would
tremble, without any theoretical study, and without any
of that sort of experience which *in mixed societies of
business and converse form men gradually and insensibly to
great affairs. Low cunning intrigue, and stratagem are
soon acquired’ byit manly, durable policy, which never
sacrifices the general interest to a partial or momentary
advantage, is not se cheaply formed in the human under-
standing. Mr. Hastings, in his defence before the House
of Commons and in the defences he has made before your
lordships, has lamented his own situation in this particular,
It was much to be lamented indeed. How far it will furnish
justification, extenuation, or palliation of his conduct,
when we come to examine that conduct, will be seen.

These circumstances in the system have in a great
degree vitiated and perverted what is in reality—and many
things are in reality—excellent in it. They have rendered
the application of all correctives and remedies to abuse at
best precarious in their operation. The laws that we have
made the covenants, which the Company has obliged its
servants to enter into, the occasional orders that have
been given at least ostensibly good, all have proved noxious
to the country, instead of beneficial. To illustrate this
point I beg leave to observe to your lordships, that the’
servants of the Company are obliged to enter into that
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service mot only with an impression ‘of the general duty
which attaches upon all servants, but are obliged to engage
in. a specific covenant with their masters to perform all the
duties described in that convenant (which are all the duties
of their relation) under heavy penalties. They are bound
to a repetition of these covenants at every step of their
progress, from writer to factor, from factor to junior
merchant, and from junior merchant to senior merchant.
They ought according to the rule, to renew these co-
venants ‘at these times by something (I speak without
offence) which may be said to resemble gonfirmation in the
church. They are obliged to renew thejt obligation in
particular to receive no gifts, gratuities, or presents
whatsoever. ' *

This scheme of covenants would ilave been wise and
proper if it had belonged to a judicious order and rational
consistent scheme of discipline. The orders of the Com-
pany have forbidden their servants to take any extraneous
emoluments. The act of parliament has fulminated against
them. Clear positive laws and clear positive private
engagements have no exception of circumstances in them,
no difference guoad majus et minus, but every one .who
offends against the la\;y is liable to the law. The con-
sequence is this ;—he who has deviated but an inch from the
straight line, he who has taken but one penny of unlawful
emolument—and all have taken many pennies of unlawful
emolument—does not dare ‘to complain of the most aban-
doned extortion and cruel oppression in any of his fellow-
servants. He who has taken a trifle perhaps as- the reward.
of a good action is obliged to be silent when he sees whole
nations desolated around him. The great criminal at the
head of the service has the laws in his hand ; he is always
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able to prove the small offence and crush the person who
has committed it. This is one grand source of Mr. Hast-
ings's power. After he had got the better ot the parlia-
mentary commission, no complaint from any part of the
service has appeared against Mr. Hastings. He is bold
enough to state it as one presumption of his merit, that
there has been no such complaint. No such complaint
indeed can exist. The spirit of the corps would of itself
almost forbid it; to which spirit an informer is the most
odious and detestable of all characters, and is hunted down
and has always been hunted down as a common enemy.
But here is a new security. Who can complain, or dares.
to accuse ? The wlole service is irregular : nobody is free
from small offences ; and as I have said, the great offender
can always crush the small one. If you examine the cor-
respondence of Mr. Hastings, you would imagine, from
many expressions very deliberately used by him, that the
Company'’s service was made out of the very filth and dregs
of human corruption ; but if you examine his conduct
towards the corrupt body he describes, you would imagine
he had lived in the speculative schemes of visionary
perfection.

He was fourteen years at the head of that service ; and
and there is not an instance, no, not oue single instance, in
which he endeavoured to detect corruption,—or that he
ever in any one single instance attempted to punish it ; but
the whole service, with that whole mass of enormity which
he attributes to it, slept as it were at once under his terror
and his protection ;—under his protection if they did not
dare to move against him ; under terror from his power
to pluck out individuals, and make a public example of
them whenever he thought fit. “ And therefore that service,
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under his guidance and influence was, beyond even what
its own nature disposed to it, a service of confederacy, a
service of connivance; a service composed of various systems-
of guilt, of which Mr. Hastings was the head and the pro--
tector. But this general connivance he did not think
sufficient to secure to him the general support of the Indian
interest. He went further. We shall prove to your lord--
ships that when the Company were driven by shame, not
by inclination, to order several prosecutions against delin-
quents in their service, Mr. Hastings, directly contrary to-
the duty of his office,—directly contrary to the express and.
positive law of the court of directors, which law parliament
had bound upon him as his rule of action,—not satisfied’
with his long tacit connivance, ventured before he left his.
government, and among’his last acts, to ﬁass a general act
of pardon and indemnity, and at once ordered the whole-
body of the prosecutions directed by his masters, the Com
pany, to be discharged.

Having had fourteen years’ lease of connivance to.
bestow, and giving at-the end a general release of all suits-
and actions, he now puts himself at the head of a vast
body enriched by his bounties, connivances, and indemnities,
and expects the support of those whom he had thus fully
rewarded and discharged from the pursuit of the laws.
You will find in the course of this business that when
charges have been brought against him of any bribery,
corruption, or other malversation, his course has been to
answer little or mnothing to that specific bribery, corruption,
or malversation ; his way has been to call on the court of
directors to inquire of every servant who comes to Europe,
and to say whether there was any one man in it that will
give him an ill ‘'word. He has put himself into a situation
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in which he may always safely call to his character, and will
always find himself utterly incapable of justifying his conduct.
So far I have troubled your lordships with the system of
confederacy and connivance which under his auspices was
the vital principle of almost the whole service. There is one
member of the service which I have omitted ; but whether I
ought to have put it first or, as I do now, last, I must confess
I am at some loss; because, though it appears to be the
lowest (if any regular ) part of the service, it is by far the
most considerable and the most elficient; without a full
consideration and explanation of which hardly any part of the
conduct of Mr. Hastings, and of many others that may be in
his situation can be fully understood.

Tke Banyans.

I have given your lordships an account of writers, factors,
merchants, who exercise the office of judges, lord chanctllors,
chancellors of the exchequer, ministers of state, and managers
of great revenues. But there is another description of men
of more importance than them all, a description you have
often heard of, but which has not been sufficiently explained ;
I mean the banyan. When the Company’s setvice was no
more than mercantile, and the servants were generally unac-
quainted with the country, they used the intervention of certain
factors among the natives, which were cal'zd banyans; we
called them so because they were of the tribe or caste of the
banyans or merchants, the Indians being generally distributed
into trades according to their tribes. The name still continues
when the functions of the banyans are totally altered. The
banyan is known by other appellations. He is called diwan
or steward; and, indeed, this is a term with more propriety
applied to him in several of his functions. He is, by his name
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of office, the steward of the household of the European
gentleman : he has the management of his affairs, and the
ordering of his servants. He is himself a domestic servant,
and generally chosen out of that class of natives who by being
habituated to misery and subjection can submit to any orders,
and are fit for any of the basest services. Trained under
obpression (it is the true education), they are fit to oppress:
others. They serve an apprenticeship of servitude, to qualify
them for the trade of tyranny. They know all the devices,.
all the little frauds, all the®artifices and contrivances, the whole
panoi)ly of the defensive armour by which ingenious slavery
secures itself against the violence of power. They know
all the lurking holes, all the winding recesseg, of* the . unfortu-
nate ; and they hunt out distress and misery evén to their
Tast retreats. They have suffered themselves ; but far from
being taught by those sufferings to abstain from figour, they
have only learned the methods of afflicting, their fellowslaves.
They have the best intelligence of what is done in England.
The moment a Company’s servant arrives in India, and his
English connexions are known to be powerful, some of that
clags of people immediately take possession of him as if he
were their inheritance. They have knowledg.e of the country
and its affairs ; they have money, they have the arts of making
“money. The gentleman who comes from England has none
of those ; he enters into that world as-he enters into the world
at large, naked. His portion is great simplicity, great indi-
gence, and a strong disposition to relieve himself. The
banyan, once in possession, employs his tyranny, not only
over the mative people of his country, but often over the:
-master himself, who has little other share in the proceedings.
of his servant but in giving him the ticket of his name, to:
mark that he is connected with and supported by an
3 ‘
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European, who is himself wellconnected and supported at
home. This is a commission which nothing can resist.
From that moment forward it is not the Englishman, it is
the black banyan that is the master. The nominal master
often lives from his hand. We know how young men are
sent out of this country ; we know how happy we are to hear
soon that they are no longer a burthen to their friends and
parents. The banyan knows it too. He supplies the young
servant with money. He has himp under his power ; first,
from the necessity of employing such a man and next (and
this is the more. important of the two), he has that dreadful
power over his master which every creditor has over his
debtor. Actions the most abhorrent to his nature he must
see done before bis face: and thousands and thousands
worse are done in his absence, and he dare not ccmplain.
The banyan extorts, robs, plunnders, and then gives him
just what proportion of the spoil he pleases. If the master
should murmur, the very power that was sent over to protect
the people of India from these very abuses (the best things
being perverted when applied to unknown objects, and put
into unsuitable situation)—the very laws of England, by
making the recovery of debts more easy, infinitely increase
the power of the banyan over his master. Thus the supreme
court of justice, the destined corrector of all abuses, becomes
a collateral security for that abominable tyranny exercised by
the monied banyans over Europeans as well as the natives.
So that while we are here boasting of the British power in the
East, we are i perhaps more than half our service nothing
but the inferior miserable instruments of the tyranny which
the lowest part of the natives of India exercise, to the disgrace
of the British authority, and to the ruin of all that is respect-
able among their own countrymen. They have subverted
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the first houses, totally ruined and uindene the country, cheated
:and defrauded the revenue ; the master a silent, sometimes,
-a melancholy, spectator, until some office of high emolument
has emancipated him. This has often been the true .reason
-that the Company’s servants in India in order to free them-
selves from this liorrid and atrocious servitude,.are obliged
to become instruments of another tyra}xny, and must pro-
sstitute themselves to men in power, in order to obtain some
office that may enable them to escape the servitudes below,.
-and enable them to pay their debts. And thus many have
‘become the instruments of Mr. Hastings. . «
These banyans or diwans were originally among the lower
~castes in'the country. But now it is true thz;,t,'after seeing the
power and profits of these men,—that there. is  neither powes,
profession, nor occupation to be had, which a reputable person
-can exercise but throhgh that channel,—men of higher “castes,
-and born to better things, have thrown themselves into that
disgraceful servitude, have become menial servants to Eng-
lishmen, (that {they might rise by their degradation. But
-whoever they are, or of whatever birth, they have equally
pprostituted their integrity, they have equally lost their charac-
ter ; and once ‘entered into that course of life, there is no
difterence between the best castes and the worst. That system
Mr. Hastings confirmed, established, increased, and made the
“instrument of the most austere tyranny, of the basest pecula-
tions, and the most scandalous and iniquitous extortions. _
In the descriptioh I have giyen of banyans a distinction is
-to be made. .Your lordships must distinguish the banyans
.of the British servants in subordinate situations, and. the
banyans who are such to persons in higher authority. In the
Aatter case the banyan is in strict subordination, because he
.may always-be ruined by his superior ; whereas in the former

»
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it is always in his power to ruin his nominal superior. It was
not through fear but voluntarily, and not for banyan's pur-
poses but his own, Mr. Hastings has brought forward his
banyan. Ie seated him in the houses of the principal
-nobility, and invested him with farms of the revenue ; he has
given him enormous jobs ; he has put him over the heads of
a nobility which for their grandeur, antiquity, and dignity

eqnight almost be matched with your lordships. He has made
him supreme ecclesiastical judge, judge even of the very
castes, in the preservation of the separate rules and separate
privileges of which that people exists. He who has dominion
over the caste, has'an absolute power over something more
than Jife and fortupe.

Such is that first or last (I know not which to call it )
vrder in the Company's service called a banyan. The
mutsaddiores clerks, or accountants, of Calcutta, generally
ta.] under the description. Your lordships will see hereafter
the necessity of giving you, in the opening of the case, an
idea of the situation of a banyan. You will see, as no Eng-
iishman, properly speaking, acts by himself, that he must be
made responsible for that person cailed his banyan, for the
power he either uses under him, or the power he has acquired
over him., The banyan escapes, in the right of his com-
plexion and situation, the injury that a white man cannot
stand before in this country. Through the banyans or other
black natives a bad servant of the Company receives his
bribes. Through them he decides falsely against the titles
of litigants in the court of castes, or in the office of public
registry. Through themm Mr. Hastings has exercised op-
pressions which, I will venture to say, in his own name, in
his own character, daring as he is (and he is the most daring
criminal that ever existed), he never would dare to practise.
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"Many, if not most, of “the iniquities of his interior bad ad-
‘ministration have been perpetrated through these banyans or
-other native agemts and confidants ; and we shall show you
that he is not satisfied with one of them ; confiding few of his
secrets to Europeans, and hardly any of his instruments,
-either native or European, knowing the secrets of each other.
This is the system of banyanism and of concealment which
Mr.. Hastings, instead of eradicating out of the service, has
propagated by example .and by support, and enlarged by
.converting even Europeans into that dark and .insidious
-character. .

Company’s System of Goz;ernmeng.

I have explained or endeavoured fo explain” to yotir lord~
ships these circumstances of the true spirit, genius, and
eharacter, more than the ostensible institutions, of the Com-
pany’s service. I now shall beg leave to bring before you
one institution, taken from the mercantile constitution of the
‘Company, so excellent that I will venture to say that human

~wisdom has never exceeded it. In this excellent institution
‘the counting-house gave lessonsto the state. The active,
awakened, and enlightened principle of self-interest will
provide a better system for the guard .of that interest, that the
cold, drowsy wisdom of those who provide for a good out of
themselves ever contrived for the public. The plans sketched .
by private prudence for private interest, the regulations by
mercantile men for their marcantile purposes, when they can
be applied to the discipline and order of the state, produce a
: discipline and order which no state should be ashamed to
copy. The Company’s mercantile regulations are admirably
fitted for the government of a remote, large, disjointed
empire. As merchants having factors abroad in distan

r
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parts of the world, they have obliged them to a minuteness.
and strictness of register, and to a regularity of correspondence,
which no state has ever used in the same degree with regard
to its public ministers. The Company had made it a
fundamental part of their constitution, that almost their whole
government shall be a written government. Your lordships
will observe, in the course of the proceeding, the propriety of
opening fully to you this circumstance in the government of
India ; that is, that the Company’s government is a govera-
ment of writing,—a government of record. The strictest court
of justice,’in its proceeding is not more, perhaps not so much,
a court of record a3 the India Company’s executive service is,
or ought to bé, inall its proceedings.

In the ‘first place, they oblige their servants to keep a
journal, or diary, of all their transactions, public and private :
they are bound to do this by an express covenant. They
oblige them as a corrective upon that diary, to keep a
letterbook, in which all their letters are to be regularly
entered. And they are bound, by the same covenant, to
produce all those books upon requisition although they should
be mixed with affairs concerning their own private negotiations
and transactions of commerce, or their closest and most retired
concerns in private life. But, as the great corrective of all,
they have contrived that every proeeeding in public-council
shall be written :—no debates merely verbal. The arguments,
-first or last, are to be in writing and recorded. All other
bodies, the Houses of ILords, Commons, Privy Council,
Cabinet Councils for secret state deliberations, enter only
resolves, decisions, and final resolutions of affairs; the
argument, the discuasion, the dissent, does very rarely, if at
all, appear. But the Company has proceeded much further,
and done much more wisely, because thcy procecded upon.
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mercantile principles; and they have provided, either by
orders, or course of office, that all shall be written—the pro-
positions, the argument, the dissent. This is not confined to
their great council ; but this order ought to be observed, as'1
conceive, and I see éonsiderablg traces of it in practice, in
every provincial council, whilst the provincial councils existed,
and even down to the minutest ramification of their service.
These books, in a progression from- the lowest councils to the
highest presidency, are ordered to be transmitted, duplicate
ahd triplicate, by every ship that sails to Europe. On this
system an able servant of the Company, ‘and high in their
service, has recorded his opinion, and strongly expressed his
sentiments. Writing to the court of directors, he says, “It
ought to be remembered that the basis upon which- you rose
to power, and have been able to stand thé shock of repeated
convulsions, bad been the accuracy and simplicity of mercan-
tile method, which makes every transaction in your service, and
every expenditure, a matter of record.”

My lords, this method not only must produce to them, if
strictly observed, a more accurate idea of the nature of their
affairs, and the nature of their expenditures, but it must afford
them no trivial opportunity and means of knowing the true
characters of their servants, their capacities, their ways of
thinking, the turn and bias of their minds. If well employed,
and but a little improved, the East India Company possessed an
advantage unknown before to the ‘chief of a remote government.*
In most remote parts of the world, and in the minutest parts of
a remote service, everything came before the principal with a
domestic accuracy and local familiarity. It was in the power of
a.director, sitting in London,’to form an accurate judgment of
every incident that happend upon the Ganges and the Gogra. .

The use of this recorded System did " not consist only

[
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the facility of discovering what the nature of their affairs
+and the character and capacity of their servants were,
but it furnished the means of detecting their misconduct;
frequently of proving it, too, and of producing the evidence
to it judicially under their own hands. For your lordships
must have observed that it is rare indeed, that in a continued
course of evil practices any uniform method of procceeding
will serve the purposes of the delinquent. Innocence is plain,
direct, and simple : guilt is 2 crooked, intricate, inconstant,
and varipus thing. The iniquitous job of to-day may be
covered by specious reasons ; but when the job of iniquity of
to-morrow succeeds, the reasons that have coloured the first
crime may expase the second malversation. The man of fraud
falls into contradiction, prevarication, confusion. This hastens,
this facilitates, conviction. Besides, time is not allowed for
corrupting the records. They are flown out of their hands;
they are in Europe; they are safe in the registers of the
Company; perhaps they are under the eye of parliament,
before writers of them have time to invent an excuse for a
direct contrary conduct to that to which their former pretended
principles applied. This is a great, a material part of the
constitution of the Company. My lords, Ijdo not think it
to be much apologized for, if I repeat that this is the funda-
mental regulation of their service, and which, if preserved in
the first instance, as it ought to be, in official practice in India,
and then used as it ought to be in England, would afford such
a mode of governing a great, foreign, dispersed empire, as 1
will venture to say few countries ever possessed even in
governing the most limited and natrow jurisdiction.

It was the great business of Mr. Hastings’ policy to
subvert this great political edifice. His first mode of subvert-
ing it was by commanding the public ministers paid by the
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Company, to deliver their correspondence upon the most
.critical and momentous affairs to him, in order to be sup-
pressed and destroyed at his pleasure. To support him in
this plan of spoliatibn, he has made a mischievous distinction-
in public business, between public and private correspondence.
The Company’s orders and covenants made none. There are
readily I admit, thousands of occasions in which it is not
proper to divunlge promiscuously a private correspondence,
though on public affairs, to the world; but there is no
occation in which it is not a necessary duty, on requisition, to
communicdte your correspondence to those who form the
paramount government on whose interests, and on whose °
concerns, and under whose authority, this*correspondence has
‘been carried on. The very same reasoms which require
secrecy with regard to others, demand the freest communica- .
tion to them. But Mr. Hastings has established principles of
-confidence and secrecy towards himself, which have cut off
~-all confidence between the directors and their ministers, and
-effectually kept him at least out of the secret of their own
affairs. »

Without entering into all the practices by which he has
attempted to maim the Company’s records, I shall state one
more to your lordships; that is, his avowed appointment of
spies and under-agents, who shall carry on the real state
business, while there are public and ostensible agents who.
are not in the secret. The correspondence of those private
agents he holds in his own hands, communicates as he thinks
proper, but, most commonly withholds.. There remains no-
thing for’ the directors but the shell and husk of a dry, formal,
official correspondence, which neither means anything, nor
was intended to mean ianything, \

These are some of the methods by whlch he has defeated

! .
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the purposes of the excellent institution of a recorded
administration. But there are cases to be brought before this
court in which he has laid the axe at once to the root; which
was by delegating out of his own hands a great department of
the powers of the Company, which he himself was bound to
execute, to a board which was not bound to record their
deliberations with the same strictness as he himself was bound.
He appointed of his own usurped authority a board ' for the
administration of the revenue, the members of which were
expressly dispensed from recording their dissents, until
they chose it; and in that office, as in a great gulf, most
important part of the Company’s transactions has been
buried. .

Notwithstanding * his unwearied pains in the work of
spoliation, some precious fragments are left, which we ought
infinitely to value, by which we may learn and lament the loss
of what he has destroyed. If it were not for those inestimable
fragments and wrecks of the recorded government, which have
been saved from the destruction which Mr. Hastings intended
for them all the most shameful enormities that have ever
disgraced a government or harassed a people would only be
known in this country by secret whispers and unauthenticated
anecdotes; the disgracers of government, the vexers and
afflictors of mankind, instead of being brought before an awful
public tribunal, might have been honoured with the highest
distinctions and rewards the country has to bestow ; and sordid
bribery, base peculation, iron-handed extortion, fierce unrelent-
ing tyranny, might themselves have been invested with those
sacred robes of justice, before which this day they have cause
to tremble. .

Mr. Hastings, sensible of what he suffers from this register
of acts and opinions, has endeavonred to discredit and ruin
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what remains of it. He refuses, in his defence to the House

of Commons, in letters to the court of directors, in various

writings and declarations, he refuses to be tried by his own.

recorded declarations; he refuses to be bound by his own

opinions, delivered under his own ‘hand. He knows that he

and the record cannot exist together. He knows that what.
remains of the written constitution, which he has not destroyed,.

is'enough to destroy him. He claims a privilege of systematic

inconstancy a privilege of prevarication; a privilege of con-

diction ; a privilege of net.only changing his conduct, but the-
principles of his conduct, whenever it suits his occasions. But

I hope your lordships will show the destroyers of that wise -
copstitution and the destroyers of those regord-s, which are to-
be the securities against malversation in_office, the* discoverers-
and avengers of it, that whoever destro;rs the discoverer

establishes the iniquity; that, therefore, your lordships will-
bind him to his own declarations, given on record under his .
own hand ; that you will say to this unfaithful servant of the.
Company, what was said to another unfaithful person, upon a .
far less occasion by a far greater authority, “Out of thy own.
mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant.”

Having gone through what I have been instructed might
be necessary to state to your lordships concerning the
Company’s constitution,—I mean the real inside, and not the
shell, of its constitution ; having stated the abuses that existed
in it ; having stated how Mr. Hastings endeavoured to per--
petuate, and to increase, and to profit of the abuse, and how he
has systematically endeavoured to destroy, and has in some
instances in fact destroyed, many things truly excellent in that
constitution ; if I have not wasted your time in explanation of’
matters that you are already well acquainted with, I shall next .
beg leave-to state té'you the abuse in some particulars of the.-
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other part of the publie authority, which the Company acquired
over the natives of India in virtue of the royal charter of the
present Mogul emperor, in the year 1766.

The people of India.

My lords, that you may the better judge of the abuse Mr,
Hastings has made of the powers vested in him, it will be ex-
pedient to consider a little who the people are, to whose
prejudice he has abused these powerg, I shall explain this
point with g4s much brevity as is consistent with the distinctness
with which I mean tq bring the whole before your lordships;
and I beg to observe to you, that this previous discourse, rather
explanatory than accusatorial (if I may use the expression), is
meant rather to ¢lucidate the nature of the matter to come
before you in regular charges, than as proof of the charges
themselves. I know that a good deal of latitude is allowed
to advocates, when opening a cause in a private court, to
‘ndulge themselves in their narratives leading to the charges
they intend to bring. They are nut always called to the
strictest account for such prefatory matter, because the court,
when it comes to judge, sifts and distinguishes it from the
points to be strictly proved, and on whose merits the cause
relies. But I wish your lordships to know, that with the high
cpinion I have of your gravity (and it is impossible for a man
to conceive a higher), and sensible of the weight of those I
represent at this place, namely, the Commons of Great Britain,
1 should be sorry that any one substantial fact, even in this
explanatory opening, or even the colour of the fact, should
be alleged, which, when called upon, I should not be ready
to make good to you by proof—1I mean, by proof adapted to
its nature ; public opinion by evidence of public opinion; by
record that to which record is applicable ; by oral testimony
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things to which oral testimony -alone can be produced ; and’
last of all, that which is matter of historic proof by historic:
evidence. This I hope to do with the usual allowance to-
errors and mistakes which is the claim of human infirmity.

Then, my lords, two distinct people inhabit India. Two-

sorts of people inhabit the same country, as totally distinct

from each other in characters, lives, opinions, prejudices, and"
manners, as the inhabitants of countries most remote from-
each other. For both of these descriptions Mr. Hastings was.
bound to provide equelly, agreeable to terms of the charter .
which the Company received from the lawful governing power
of that country,—a charter received at its .own solicitation,—a

chart;er not forced upon us by a superior power, but given at

the immediate solicitation of the principah servants belonging™
to the Company,—a chartet solemnly acceptc.ed by ,the Com-
pany, and by them, I am very sorry to say, little regarded, or,.
at lc‘za'st, little regarded by their principal servants.

My lords, the first description of people who are subjected
wvirtually to the British empire through those mediums which
-I have described to you, are the original' inhabitants of

Hindustar, who have in all time, and bey.rond all the eras
which we use (I mean always the two grand eras excepted),
been the aboriginal inhabitants and proprietor of that country ;-
with manners, religion, customs, and usages appropriated to
themselves, and little resembling those of the rest of mankind. ~
This description of men is commonly called Gentoos.* The
system and principle of that government is locality. Their
laws, their manners, their religion, are all local.

* The English used to call the Hindus by this name.
The origin of the word is not known. Henceforth the name
Hindu will be used.



46 BURKE'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

Their legislator, whoever he was (for who he wasisa
matter lost in the midst of a most obscure antiquity), had it
as a great leading principle of his policy to connect the people
with their soil. Accordingly, by one of those anomalies
which a larger acquaintance with our species daily discovers,
and whith perhaps an attentive reflection might explain in
the nature of man, this aboriginal people of India, who are
the softest in their manners of any of our race, approaching
almost to feminine tenderness, who are formed constitutionally
benevolent, and in many particulars made to fill a larger circle
of benevolence than our morals take in, who extend their
good will to the witole animal creation,—these people are, of
all nations, the most unalliable to any other part of mankind.
They cannot—the highest orders of them, at least, cannot—
come into contact with any other, That bond which is one
of the chief instruments of society, and which, supporting the
individual, connects the species, can have no existence with
them—1I mean the convivial bond. That race can be held
to no other by that great link of life. No Hindu can mix at
meals even with those on whom he depends for the meat he
eats. This circumstance renders it difficult for usto enter
with due sympathy into their concerns, or for them to enter
into ours, even when we meet on the same ground. But
there are other circumstances which render our intercourse,
in our mutual relation, very full of difficulty. The sea is
between us. The mass of that element which, by appearing
to disconnect, unites mankind, is to them a forbidden road.
It is a great gulf fixed between you and them---not so much
that eletnentary gulf, but that gulf which manners, opinions,
and laws have radicated in the very mature of the people.
None of their high castes, without great danger to his situation,
religion, - rank, and Jestimation, can ever pass the sea ; and
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this forbids, for ever, all direct communication between
that country and this. That material and affecting circum-
stance, my lords, makes it ten times more necessary, since they
cannot come to us, to keep a strict eye upon all persons who
go to them. It imposes upon us a stricter duty to guard,
with a firm and powerful vigilance, those whose principles of
conscience weaken their principles of selfdefence. If we
undertake to govern the inhabitants of such a country, we
must govern them upgn their own principles and maxims,
and not upon ours. We must not think to force,them into
the narrow circle-of our ideas ; we must extend ours o take in
‘their system of opinions and .rites, and the necessities which
result from both : all change on their pirtis absolutely im-
practicable. We have more versatility of character and man-
ners, and itis we who must conform. We know what the
empire of opinion is in human nature. I had almost said that
the law of opinion was human. nature itself. It is, however,
the strongest principle in the composition of the frame of the
human mind ; and more of the happiness and unhappiness of
mankind resides in that inward principle than in all external
circumstances put together. But if such is the empire of
opinion even amongst us, it was a pure, unrestrained, complete,
and despotic powef amongst them. The variety of balanced
opinions in our minds weakens the force of each; for in
Europe, sometimes, the laws of religion differ from the laws
of the land ; sometimes, the laws of the land differ from our
laws of honour ; our laws of honour are full of caprice,
differing from those other laws, and sometimes differing from
themselves : but there the laws of religion, the laws of the land
and the Jaws of honour, are all united and consolidated in
one invariable system, and bind men by éternal and indissolu-
ble bonds to the rules of what, amongst them, is called his.
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caste. It may be necessary just to state to your lordships
what a casfe is. The Gentoo people from the oldest time have
been distributed into various orders, all of them hereditary :
these family orders are called castes; these castes are the
fundamental part of the constitution of the Gentoo common-
wealth, both in their church and in their state.

Your lordships are born to hereditary honours in the chief
of your houses. The rest mix with the people. With the
Gentoos, they who are born noble can never fall into any
second rank. They are divided into four orders, the Brahmins,
the Chittery; the Bice, and the Soodur,” with many subdivisions
in each. An eternal- barrier is placed between them. The
higher cannot pass into the lower ; the lower cannot rise into
the higher. °They'he;ve all their appropriated rank, place, and
situation, and their appropriated religion too ; which is essenti-
ally different in its rites and ceremonies, sometimes in its
object, in each of those castes. A man who is born in the
highest caste, which at once unites what would be tantamount
in this country to the dignity of the peerage and the ennobled
sarictity of the episcopal character, the Brahman, who sustains
these characters, if he lose his caste, does not fall into an
inferior order, the Kshatriya, the Vaisya, or the Sudra, but he
is thrown at once out of all ranks of society. He is pre-
cipitated from the proudest elevation of respect and
honour to a bottomless abyss of contempt, from glory
to infamy, from purity to pollution, from sanctity to
profanation. No honest occupation is open to him. His

* These names are spelt here as Mr. Burke spelt them. He
meant them of course the Brahmans, the Kshatriyas, the
Vaisyas and the Sudras. Henceforth the correct spelling wilk

. be used.
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children are no ldnger his chxldren Thelr parent loses that
~name. The con]ugal bond is dissolved. Few survive this most
terrible of all calamities. To speak to an Indian of his caste
is to speak to him of his all. '
But the rule of caste has; with them, given one power more
to fortune than the manners of any other nation were ever
* known to do. Forit is smgular, the castes may be lost, not
y only by certain voluntary crlmes, but by certain. mvolun,tary
suﬁermgs, disgraces, and pollutions, that are utterly out of
their power to prevent. Those who have patiently submitted ,
to -imprisonment—those who have not flinched from the.
scourge—those who have been unmoved as marble under
‘torture—those who have laughed at the Menacesof death
itself—have instantly given way when it has beeh attempted to
sdbjéct them to any of those pullutions by "which they lose
caste. To this caste they are bound by all laws of all des-
criptions, human and divine ; and inveterate usage | has radicated
it in them to a depth and w1th an adhesion with which no other
" known prejudice has been known to exist. Tyranny is, there-
fore;, armed against them with a greater variety . of ‘weapons
than are found in its ordinary stores.
This amongst a thousand other considerations, speaks to
. us in very authontatlve language, with what care and circum-
spection we ought to handle people so delicate. In the course
of this trial your lordships will see with horror the use which
1..' Hastings made, through several of his wicked and
abominable instruments, chosen from the natives them-
selves, of these superadded means of oppression. I shall
prove, in the course of this trial, that he has put.his own
menial domestic servant—a wretch totally dependent—a wretch.
g’rossl'y ignorant—the common instrument of his bribery and
peculation ;—he has enthrfmed him, I say, on thq first _seat of
‘g . .
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ecclesiastical jurisdiction, which was to decide upon the castes
of all those people, including their rank, their family, their
honour, and their happiness here, and in their judgment, their
salvation hereafter. Under the awe of this power, no man dared
1o breathe in murmur against his tyranny. Fortified in this
security, he says, Who complalns of me ? --No, none of us dare
complain of you, says the trembling Hindu. No ! your menial
servant has my caste in his power. I shall not trouble your
lordships with mentioning others; it was enough that Kanto
Babu and Gunga Govind Sing, nanes to which your lordships
are to be familiarised hereafter,—it is enough that those per-
sons had the caste and character of all they people of Bengal
in their hz.mds.. . Through them he has taken effectual security
against all complaint. Your lordships will hence discern how
very necessary it is become ihat some other personage should
intervene, should take upon him their representation, and by
his {reedom and his power should supply the defects arising
from their servitude and their impotence. The Commons of
Great Britain charge themse'ves with this character.

My lords, these Hindu people are the original people of
Hindustan. They are still beyond comparison the most
numerous. Faults this nation may have, but God forbid
we should pass gment upon people who framed their
laws and institutions prior to our insect origin c¢f
yesterday. With all the faults of their nature, and errors
of their institutions, their institutions, which act so power-
fully on their natures, have two material characteristics
which entitle therh to respect :—first, great force and stability :
and next, excellept moral and civil effects. Their stability has
been proved by their holding on an uniform tenor for a
duration commensurate to all the empires with which history
has made us acquainted ; and they still exist in a green old age,
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-with all the reverence of antiquity, and with all the passion that
people have to novelty and change. They have stood firm on
their q.ncient base—they have cast their roots deep in their
native soil ; perhaps because they have never spread them any-
where else than in their native soil. Their blood, their op-
-inions, and the soil of their country, make one consistent °
-piece ; admlttmg no mixture, no adulteratxoh o improvement :

accordingly, their religion has made nc converts; their domi-
nion has made no conquests ; but in proportion as their laws
.and opinions were concentrated within themselves, and
hindered from spreading abroad, they have doubled their force
-at home. They have existed inspite of Mahomedan and
Portuguese bigotry, inspite of Tartarian and® Arabian tyranny,
inspite of all the fury of successive foreign cohquest, in spxte
-of a more formidable foe—the avarice of the English dominion. " -
I have spoken now, my lords, of what their principles
are ;—their laws and religious institutions,. in point “of force
and stability : I have given instances of their force in the
‘very circumstance in which all the instititutions of 'mankind
in other respects show their weakness. They have existed
‘when  the country has been otherwise subdued. This
alone furnishes full proof that there must be ‘some power-
ful influence resultmg from ‘them beyond all ,our little
fashionable theories upon such subjects. The second con-
sideration in the Hindu institutions is?their beneﬁc1al effects,
moral and civil. The policy, civil or rehglous, or, as theirs
is composed of both, that makes a people happy, and a state
-flourishing (putting further and higher ‘considerations out of
the way, which are not now before us), must undoubtedly. so
far as human considerations prevail, be a policy wisely con-
ceived in any scheme of government. It is confirmed by all
-observation, that where the Hindu religion has been establi-
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shed, that country has been flourishing. We have seen some-
‘patterns remaining to this day. The very country which is to
be the subject of your lordships’ judicial inquiry is an instance,
by an entire change of government, of the different effects
resulting from the rapacity of a foreign hand, and the paternal,
lentent, protecting arm of native government, formed of the
long connexion of prejudice and power. I shall give you its
stave under the Hindu government from a book written by a
wery old servant of the Company, whose authority is of the
greater weight as the very destruction of all this scheme of
government is the great object of the author.

The author, Mr. Holwell, divides the country of Bengal
‘nio s different provinces. e supposes what they then paid
10 the supremé government; he supposes what the country is
sapable of yielding ; and his project is to change entirely the
applcation of the revenues of the country, and to secure the
vhoie into the hands of government. In enumerating these
(srovinces, at last he comes to the province of Burdwan.

" In truth (says this author), it would be almost cruelty to
e«molest this happy people; for in this district are the only
~estiges of the beauty, purity, piety, regularity, equity, and
strictness of the ancient Hindustan government. Here the pro-
«perty as well as the liberty of the people are inviolate. Here
éno robberies are heard of, either public or private. The tra-
weller, eithrer with or without merchandise, becomes the imme-
diate care of the government, which allots him guards, without
«any expense, to conduct him from stage to stage ; and these
are accountable for the safety and accommodation &f his per-
son and effects. At the end of the first stage he is delivered
over, with certain benevolent formalities, to the guards of the
mext, who, after interrogating the traveller as to the usage he
had received in his journey, dismiss the first guard with a
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written certificate of their behaviour, and a receipt for the -
draveller and his effects ; which certificate- and .receipt are
-returnable to the commanding officer of the first'stage, who
registers the same, and regularly reports it to the rajah.

“In this form the. traveller is passed through the gountry ;
and if he only passes, he is not suffered to be at any expensé
tor food, accommodation, or carriage for his merchandise or
baggage; but it is ‘otherwise if he is permitted to make any
residence in one place above three days, unless accasioned by
sickness, oriany unavoidablé accident. If anything is lost in this
.district, for instance, a bag of money or other valuables, the
person who finds it hangs it upon the next tree, and gives
notice to the nearest chowkey, or place of guard, the officer
-of which orders immediate publication of the same by beat
of tomtom, or drum.” :

These, my lords, are the effects universally produced by
“the Hindu polity throughout that vast region, before it was
-distorted and put out of frame by the barbarism of foreign
-conquests. Some choice reserved spots continued to flourjsh’
-under it to the year 1756. Some remained tilt Mr. _Hastings
-obtained the means of utterly defacing them. Such was the
:prospect of Benares under the happy government of Balwant
Singh. Such was the happy state of the same Benares in the
‘happy days of Cheit Singh, until in the year 1781 Mr. Has-
tings introduced 4is reform into that country. |

Having stated the general outline of the manners of the
-original people of Hindustan; having stated the general prin-
«ciples of; their policy, which either prohibit connexion, or
-oblige us to 3 connexion very different from what we have
hitherto used towards them, I shall leave it to your lordships’
judgment whether you will suffer such fair, monuments of
wisdom and bengvolence to be defaced by .the rapacity of
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your governors. I hope I have not gone out of my way to
bring before you any circumstance relative to the Hindu
religion and manners, further than as they relate to the spirit
of our government over them ; for though there never was
such food for the curiosity of the human mind as is found
in the manners of this people, I pass it totally over.

I wish to divide this preliminary view into six periods;
and your lordships will consider that of the Hindus, which
I have now mentioned, as the first era. The second era is an
era of great misfortune to that cofmtry, and to the world in
general; I mean, the time of the prophet Mahomed. The
enthusiasm which animated his first followers, the despotic
power which religion obtained through that enthusiasm, and
the advantagess derived from both over the enervated great
empires and broken, disunited lesser governments of the
world, extended the influence of that proud and domineering
sect from the banks of the Ganges to the banks of the Loire.
This second period is the era of the Arabs. These people
made a great and Jasting impression on India. They esta-
blished, very early, Mahomedan sovereigns in all parts of it;
particularly in the kindom of Bengal, which is the principal
object of our present inquiry. They held that kingdom, foi
a long series of years, under a dynasty of thirty-three kings ;
having begun their conquest and founded their dominion in
Bengal not very long after the time of their prophet. These
people, when they first settled in India, attempted with the
ferocious arm of their prophetic swordto change the religion
and manners of that country ; but at length perceiving that
their cruelty wearied out itself, and never could touch the
constancy of the sufferers, they permitted the native people
of the country to remain in quiet, and left the Mahomedan
religion to operate upon them as it could, by appealing
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to the ambition or avarice of the great, or by taking the
lower people, who have lost their castes, into this new
sect ; and thus, from the refuse of the Hindu, increasing
the bounds of the Mahomedan religion. They left many,
of the ancient Rajas of the. country possessed of an inferior
sovereignty’; and where the strength of the country or
other circumstances would not permit this subordination,
they suffered them to continue in a separate state, approaching
to independence, if not wholly independent. The Mahome-
dans,” during the period of the Arabs, never -expelled or
destroyed the native Hindu nobility, zamindars, or landholders
of the country. They all or almost all, remained fixed in
their places, propertnes, and dignities ; *and -the shadows of
several of them remain under our jurisdiction. The next,
which is the third era, is an era the more necessary to observe
upon, because Mr. -Hastings has made many applications to it ‘
in his defence before the Commons ; namely, the invasion’ of
the Tartars, or the era of Tamerlane. These Tartars did not
establish themselves on the ruins of the Hindus. Their con-
quests were over the other Mahomedans ; for Tamerlane invaded
Hindustan, as he invaded other cduntries, in the character of
the great reformer of the Mahomedan religion. He came as
a sort of sucgessor to the rights of the prophet upon a divine
title.. He struck at all the Mahomedan princes who reigned
at that time: He considered them as apostates, or at least as
degenerated from the faith, and as tyrants abusing their power.
To fac111tate his conquests over these, he was often-obliged to
come t0 a sort of a composition with the people of the
country he invaded. Tamerlane had neither timepnor means,
nor inclination, to dispossess the ancient Rajasrof the country
Your lordships will observe, that I propose nothing more than
to give you an idea of the.principles of policy which prevailéd

B
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in these several tevolutions, and not a history of the furious
military achievements of a barbarous invader. Historians,
indeed, are generally very liberal of their information concern-
ing everything but what we ought to be very anxiousto know.
They tell us that India was conqured by Tamerlane, and
conquered in such a year, The year will be found to coincide
somewhere, I believe, with the end of the fourteenth century.
Thinking the mere fact as of little moment, and its chronology
as nothing, but thinking the policy very material, which,
indeed, is to be collected only here ax;d there, in various books
written with various views, I shall beg leave to lay before you
a very remarkable circumstance rclative to that policy, and
taken from the .sqme book to which 1 formerly referred, Mr.
Holwell’s. -

“When the Hindu Rajas, or princes of Hindustan, sub-
mitted to Tamerlane, it was on these capital stipulations :—
that the emperor should marry a daughter of Raja Cheit
Singh’s house ; that the head of this house should be in
perpetuity governors of the citadel of Agra, and anoint the
king at his coronation; and that the emperors should never
impose the jizia (or poll tax) upon the Hindus.”*

Here was a conqueror, as he is called, coming in upon
terms; mixing his blood with that of the native nobility
of the country he conquered; and, in consequermce
of this mixture, placing them in succession upon the
throne of the country he subdued ; making one of them
even hereditary constable of the capital of his kingdom,

e st i i e

* * This no doubt is a mistake of Mr. Holwell, for we are
not aware of any treaty of this kind between Timur and the
Hindu Kings, though practically Akbar and his immediate
successors followed the policy laid down here.
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and thereby putting his posterity as a pledge into their hands.
What is fully vas remarkable, he freed the Hindus for ever
from that tax which the Mahomedans have laid upon every
country over which the sword of Mahomed prevailed, namely,
a. capitation tax upon all who do not profess the religion 0f
the Mahomedans. But the Hindus, by express charter, were
exempted from that mark of servitude, and thereby declared
not to be a c'onquer,ed ‘people. The native princes, in all
their transactions with the Mogul government, carried the
«evident marks of this freé condition in a noble independency
‘of spirit. Within thei: own districts the authorit;r of many
of them seemed entire. We are often led into mistakes con-
.cerning the-government of Hindustan, by-cggé_pazmg it with
those governments where the prince is armed with a full,
speculative, entire authority; and where the great people have,
with great titles, no privileges at all ; or, having privileges,
“have those privileges only as subjects. But in Hindustan the
modes, the degrees, the circumstances of subjectioh, varied:’
infinitely. In some places hardly a trace at all of subjection
‘was to be discerned ; in some the Rajas were almost assessors
of the throne, as in'this case of the Raja Chiet Singh. These
circumstances mark, that “Tamarlane, however he may be
findicated by the odious names of Tartar and conqueror, was
no barbarian :—that the people; who submitted to him, did
not submit with the . abject submission of slaves to the sword
-of a conqueror, but admitted a great, supreme emperor, who
was just, prudent, and politic, instead of \the ferocious,
-oppressive lesser Mahomedan sovereigns, who had before
" forced their way by the sword into the country. '
' - That country resembled more a republic of princes with a
great chief at their head, than a territory in absolute, uniform,
:Systematic subjection, from one end to the, other ; in which
|

[y
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light Mr. Hastings and others of late have thought proper to
consider it. According to them, if a subordinate prince like
Cheit Sing was not ready to pay any exorbitant sum on instant
demand, or submit to any extent of fine which should be
inflicted upon him by the mere will of the person who called
robbery a jine, and who tobk the measure of that fine without
either considering the means of paying, or the degree of delin-
quency that justified it, their properties, liberties and lives were
instantly forfeited. The Rajas of that country were armed ;—
they had fortresses for their security ;—they had troops. In
the receipt of both their own and the imperial revenue, their
securities for justice were in their own hands : but the policy
of the Mogul Q;mcﬁ very rarely led them to push that people
to such extremity as it is supposed that on every slight occa-
sion we have a right to push those who are the subjects of
our pretended conquest.

Mr. Holwell throws much light on this policy, which be-
came the standing law of the emplre.- -

In the unfortunate wars which followed the death of Manz
O’Din Sevajee, Cheit Sing (the great Raja we have just men-
tioned) with a select body of Rhajapoots, by a well-conduct-
ed retreat, recovered Agra; and was soon after reconciled
to the king (the Mogul) and admitted to his favour; con-
formable to the steady policy of this government in keeping
a good understanding with the principal Rajas, and more
especially with the head of this house, who is ever capable
of raising and fomenting a very formidable party upon
any intended revolution in this despotic and precarious
monarchy.”

You see that it was the monarchy that was precarious,
not the rights of the subordinate chiefs. Your lordships see
that, notwithstanding our ideas of oriental despotism, under
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the successors of Tamerlane these prircipal Rajas, instead of
being called wretches, and treated as such, as Mr.: Hastihgs=
has thought it becoming to call and treat them, when they
were in arms against' their sovereign were regarded with
reépect, and were admitted to easy reconciliations ; because in-
reality, in their oCcasional hostilities, they were not properly
rebellious subjects, but ‘princes, often asserting their natural*
rights and the just constitution of the country.

This view of the policy which prevailed during the dynasty
of Tamerlane naturall.y conducts me to the next, which'is
the fourth era in this history—I mean the era of the emperor
Akbar. He was the first of the successors of Tamerlane who
obtained possession of Bengal. It is *eagy_to show of what'
nature his conquest  was. It was over thefast Mahomedan
dynasty. He too, like his predecessor Tamerlane, conquered:
the prince, not the country. It is a certain mark that it was
not a conquered country in the sense in which we commonly
call a country conquered,—that the natives, great men, and’
land-holders, continued in every part in the posses-
sion of their estates, and of the jurisdictions annexed to
them. It is true that in the several wars for the succession
to the Mogul empire, and in other of their intérnal wars;
severe revenges were taken, which bore resemblance to those
taken in the war of the Roses in this country, where it was
the common course, in the heat of blood,—* Off with his head,
so much for Buckingham.”—Yet, where the country agaim
recovered its form and settlement, it recovered the spirit of a
middle government. Whatever rigour was used with regard
to the Mahomedan adventurers from' Persia, Turkey, ‘and other
parts, who filled the places of servile grandeur in the Mogul
couft, the Hindus were a favoured, protected, gentiy treated
pedple. . ] ’
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The next, which is the fifth era, is a troubled and vexatious
period—the era of the independent subhas of Bengal. Five
of these subhas, or viceroys, governed from about the year
1717, or thereabouts. They grew into independence partly
by the calamities and concussions of that empire, which
happened during the disputes for the succession of Tamer-
lane ; and partly, and indeed principally, by the great shock
which the empire received when Thamas Kuli Khin broke
into that country, carried off its revenues, overtarned the
throne, and massacred not only many *of the chief nobility,
but almost all the inhabitants of the capital city. This rude
shock which that empire was never able to recover, enabled
the viceroys to become independent : but their independence
led to their ruff&aThose who had usurped upon their masters,
had servants who tsurped upon them. Ali Vardi Khan
murdered his master, and opened a way into Bengal for a body
of foreign invaders, the Marhattas, who cruelly harassed the
country for several years. Their retreat was at length
purchased, and % a sum which is supposed to amount 10
£5,000,000 sterling. By this purchase he secured the ex-
hausted remains of an exhausted kingdom, and left it to his
grandson, Seraj-ud-Daula, in peace and poverty. On the
fall of Seraj-ud-Daula, in 1756, commenced the last, which
is the sixth,—the era of the British empire.

On the fifth dynasty I have only to remark to your
lordships, that at its close tbe Hindu chiefs were almost
everywhere found in possession of the country ; that though
Ali Vardi Khan was a cruel tyrant, though he was an un-
titled usurper, though he racked and tormented the people
under his government, urged, however, by an apparent
necessity from an invading army of one hundred thousand
horse in his dominions; yet under him the Rajas still
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preserved their rank, their dignity, their castle§, their houses,.
their seigniories, all the insignia of their situation, and

always the right, sometimes also the means, of protecting

théir subordinate people, till the last and unfortunate era of
1756. Through the whole of this sketch of history T wish_
to impress but one great and important truth upon your

minds ; namely, that through all these revolutions in

government, and changes in power, an Hindu polity, and

the spirit of an Hindu government, did more or less exist

in that provinge, with which he was concerned, yntil it was

finally to be destroyed by Mr. Hastings.

My lords, I have gone through all the eras precedent to
those of the British 'power in India, and me to the
first of those eras. Mr. Hastings existed inIndia, and was a
servant of the Company, before that era, and had his edu-
cation between both. He is an antediluvian with regard to-

the British dominion in Bengal. He was coéxistent with all
" the acts and monuments of that revolution, and had no
small share in all the abuses of that abusive period which
* preceded his actual government. But, as it w‘asdﬁriﬁg that
transit from eastern to western power that most of the
abuses had their origin, it will not be perfectly easy for your
lordships thoroughly to enter into the nature and circum-~
stances of them, without an explanation of the principal
events that happened from the year 1756, until the com
mencement of Mr. Hastings's government ; during a good
part of which time we do not often lose sight of him. If [
find it agreeable to your lordships ; if I find that you wish-
‘fo know these annals of Indian suffering and British delin-
quency ; if you desire that I should unfold the series of the
transactions from 1756 to the period of Mr. Hastings's:
government in 1771 ;—that you may know how far \he-
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promoted what was good ; how far he rectified what was
evil ; how far he abstained from innovation in tyranny, and
contented himself with the old stock of abuse ;— your lord-
ships will have the goodness to consult the strength which,
from late indisposition, begins almost to fail me. And if
you think the explanation is not time lost in this new world,
and in this new business, I shall venture to sketch out, as
briefly and with as much perspicuity as I can give them, the
leading events of that obscure and p.erplexed period which
intervened between the British settlement in 1757 and Mr,
Hastings's government. If I should be so happy as to suc-
ceed in that attempt, your lordships’ minds will be prepared
for hearing_this cause. Then your lordships will have a
clear view of the origin and nature of the abuses which
prevailed in that government before Mr. Hastings obtained
his greatest power, and since that time ; and then we shall
be able to enter fully and explicitly into the nature of the
cause ; and I should hope that it will pave the way, and
make everything easy for your subsequent justice. I there-
fore wish to stop at this period, in which Mr. Hastings
became active in the service, pretty near the time when he
began his political career ; -and here, my lords, I pause,
wishing your indulgence at such time as will suit your con-
venience for pursuing the rest of this eventful history.
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o}
DrTHRONEMENT OF Siraj-up-DAuLa.

My Lorps,—In what I had the honour of laying. before
your lordships yesterddy, and in what I may further trouble
you with to-day, I wish to observe a distinction, which- it I
did not lay down so perfectly as I ought, I hope I shall now
be able to mark it out with sufficient.exaetness and pers-
picuity. St ‘

First, I beg leave to observe that what I shall think
necessary to state as matter of preliminary explanation, in’
order to give your lordships a true idea of the scene of
action—of the instruments which Mr. Hastings employed—
and the effects which they produced—all this I wish to be
distinguished from matter brought to ‘criminate. Even the
. matter as stated by me, which may be hereafter brought to
criminate, so far as it falls to my share at presént, is only to
. be considered, in this stage of the business, as merely illus-
trative. Your lordships are to expect, as undoubtedly you
will require, substantial matter of crimination to be laid
open for that purpose, at the moment when the evidence to
each charge is ready to- be produced to you. Thus your
lordships will easily separate historical illustration from -
criminal opening. For instance, if I stated yesterday to
your lordships, as I did, the tyranny and cruelty of one of
the .usurping viceroys, whose usurpation and whose vices
led the .way to the destruction of his' country, and the

’
.
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igtroduction of a foreign power—I do not mean to charge
Mr. Hastings with any part of that guilt. What bears upor
Mr. Hastings is, his having avowedly looked to such a
tyrant and such a usurper as his model, and followed that
pernicious example with a servile fidelity.

When T have endeavoured to lay open to your lordships
amything abusive, or leading to abuse, from defects or
errors in the constitution of the Company’s service—I did
not mean to criminate Mr. Hastings on any part of those
defects and errors. I state them to show, that he took
advantage of the imperfections of the institution to let in
his abuse of the power with which he was intrusted, If, for
a further instance, I have stated that in general the service
of the India ®ompany was insufficierit in legal pay or
emolument, and abundant in the means of illegal profit, I
do not state that defect as owing to Mr. Hastings. But T
state it as a fact, to show in what manner and on what
pretences he did, fraudulently, corruptly, and for the
purposes of his own ambition, take advantage of that defect ;
and, under colour of refarmation, make an illegal, partial,
corrupt rise of emoluments to certain favoured persons,
without regard to the interests of the service at large :
incregsing rather than lessening the means of illicit emolu-
ment, as well as loading the Company with many heavy
and ruinous expenses in avowed salaries and allowances.
Having requested your lordships to keep in mind—which
I trust you would do even without my taking the liberty of
suyggesting it to you-——these necessary distinctions, I shall
revert to the period at which I closed yesterday—that great
and memorable period which has remotely given occasion
to the trial of this day.

My lords, to obtain empire is common : to govern it
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-well has been rare indeed. To chastise the guilt of those
‘who have been instruments of imperial sway over other
+ nations, by the high' superintending justice of the sovereign
. state, has not many striking examples among any people.
Hitherto we have not furnished our contingent to the records
- of honour. We have been confounded with the herd of -
- conquerors. "Our dominion has been a vulgar thing. But we
“ begin to emerge ; and T hope that a severe inspection of our-
selves, a purification of our own offences, a lustrationgpf the
- exorbitances of our own .power, is a glory reserved to this
-time, to this nation, and to this augusi tribunal. The
year 1756 is a memorable era in the history of the world—
- it introduced a2 new nation from the remetest verge of ‘the
western world, with new manners, new customb,fnew institu-~
* tions, new opinions, new laws, into the heart of Asia.
My lords, if in that part of Asia whose nhative regular
.government was then broken up ; if, at the moment when it
had fallen into darkness and confusion, from having become
“the prey and almost the sport of the ambition of its home-
born grandees ; if, in that gloomy season, a star had risen
from the west, that would prognosticate a better generation,
and would shed down the sweet influences of order, peace,
-science, and security to the natives of that vexed and harassed
- country ; we should have been covered with genuine honour.
It would have been a beaitiful and noble spectacle to
mankind. Indeed something might have been expected of
<the kind, when a new dominion emanated from a learned
-and enlightened part of the world in the most enlightened
period of its existence. Still more might it have been expect-
- ed,.when that dominion was found to issue from the bosom eof
- a free country, that it would have carried with it the full benefit
- of the vital principle of the British liberty and. constitution, .
5 -
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though its municipal forms were not communicable, or at
least the advantage of the liberty and spirit of the British
constitution. Had this been the case (alas ! it was not), youw
would have been saved the trouble of this day. It might have
been expected too, that in that enlightened state of the world;
influenced by the best religion, and from an improved descrip-
tion of the best religion,—I mean the Christian reformed
religion,—that we should have done honour to Europe, to
letters. to laws, to religion ; done honour to all the circums-
tances of which in this island we boast ourselves at the great
and critical moment of that revolution.

My lords, it has happened otherwise. It is now left for
us to repair our former errors. Resuming the history where
1 broke off yeSwrday by your indulgence to my weakness,—
Siraj-ud-Daula was'the adopted grandson of Ali Vardi Khan,
a cruel and ferocious tyrant ; the manner of whose acquisition
of power I bave already stated. He came too young and in-
experienced to that throne of usurpation. 1t was a usurpation
yet green in the country, and the country felt uneasy under
it It had not the advantage of that prescriptive usage, that
inveterate habit, that traditionary opinion, which a long
continuance of any system of government secures to it. The
only real security which Siraj-ud-Daula’s government could
possess, was the security of an army. But the great aim of
this prince and his predecessor was to supply the weakness of
his government by the strength of his purse; he therefore
amassed treasures by all ways and on all hands. But, as the
Indian princes in general are as unwisely tenacious of their
treasure as they are rapacious in getting it, the more money he
amassed, the more he felt the effects of poverty. The con-
sequence was, that their armies were unpaid, and being
unpeid, or irregularly paid, were undisciplined, disorderly,
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N\ unfaithful. In this situation, a young prince, confiding more
in the appearances than examining into the reality of things,
undertook (from motives which the House of Commons with
all their industry to discover the circumstances have found it

v difficult to make out) to attack a little: miserable trading fort
that we had erected at Calcutta. He succeeded in that
© attempt, only because success in that attempt was easy. A
,Close imprisonment of the whole settlement followed; not
.owmg, I believe, to the direct will of the prince, but, what
will always happen "when the will of the prince is but too
much the law, to a gross abuse of his power by his lowest
servants ; by‘ which one hundred and twenty or more of our
countrymen perished miserably in a dungeon by a fate too-
tragical for- me to be desuous to relate, and too well known
to stand in need of it.
At the time that this event happened there was at the
- same time a concurrence of other events, which, from this
partlal and momentary weakness, dlsplayed the strength of
Great Britain in Asia. For  some years before, the French
_ and English troops began, on the' coast of Coromandel, to
exhibit the power, force, and efficacy of European. discipline.
~As we daily looked for a war with France, our settlements on
that coast were in some degree armed. Lord ngot then
governor of Madras,—Lord Pigot, the  preserver, and the
victim, of the British dommxon in Asia,~—detached such of
he Companys force. as could be collected’and spared, and .
uch of his Majesty’s ships as were on that station, to the
ssistance. of Calcutta. And to hasten this history to' its
onclusion,—the daring and commanding genius of Clive,—
the patient and firm ability of Watson,—‘-the‘ treachery .of Mir
Jaffir,—and the battle of Plassey, gave us at once the patro-
) mage of a kmgdom and the command of all its treasures.’

Yool g
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We negotiated with Mir Jaffir for the vice-royal throne of his
master. On that throne we seated him. And we obtained,
on our part, immense sums of money. We obtained
£ 1,000,000 sterling for the Company ; upwards of £1,000,000
for individuals : in the whole a sum of about (2,230,000 for
various purposes from the prince whom we had set up. We
obtained too the town of Calcutta, more completely than we
had before possessed it, and the twenty-four districts adjoin-
ing. This was the first small seminal principle of the immense
territorial, acquisitions we have since made in India.

Further Rewvolutions,

Many circ;xmstances of this acquisition I pass by. There
is a sacred ‘veil to be drawn over the beginnings of all
governments. Olirs, in India, had an origin like those which
time has sanctified by obscurity. Time, in the origin of most
governments, has thrown this mysterious veil over them;
prudence and discretion make it necesary to throw something
of the same drapery over more recent foundations, in which,
otherwise the fortune, the genius, the talents, and military
virtue of this nation never shone more conspicuously. But,
whatever necessity might hide, or excuse, or palliate in the
acquisition of power, a wise nation, when it has once made
a revolution upon its own principles and for its own ends,
rests there. The first step to empire is revolution, by which
power is conferred ; the next is good laws, good orders, good
institutions, to give that power stability. I am sorry to say,
that the reverse of this policy was the principle on which th
gentlemen in India acted. . It was such as tended to make the
new government as unstable as the old. By the vast sums
of money acquired by individuals upon this occasion, by the

| immense sudden fprodigies of fortune, it was discovered that <

-
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a revdlution in Bengal was a mine mu‘ch more easily worked,
and infinitely more productive, than the mines of Potosi and
Mexico. It was found, that tHe work was not only ver)?
lucrative, but not at all difficult. Where Clive'forded a deep
water upon an unknown bottom, he left a bridge for his
successors, over which the lame could hobble, and the blind
might grope their way. There was not at that time a knot of
clerks in a counting-house ; there was not a captain of a band
of ragged topasses, that looked for anything less than the
deposition of subhas 'and the sale of kingdoms., Accord-
ingly, this revolution, which ought to have precluded other
revolutions, unfortunately becanie fruitful of them ; and when
, Lord Clive returned to Europe to enjoy his fame and fortune
in_his own country, there arose another descrlptxon of men,
who thought that a revOlution might be made . upon hls
revolution, and as lucrative to them as his was to the first
projectors. Scarecely was Mir Jaffir, ,'Lord' Clive’s nawalj,,
seated on his masnad, than they immediately, or in a short
| time, projected another revolution—a revolution which was
to unsettle all the former had settled—a revolutlon to make
way for new disturbances and new wars, and which led to
that long chain of peculation whlch ever since has afﬂlcted
and oppressed Bengal. .
If ever there was a_time when Bengal should Thave had
" respite from internal revolutions, it was this. The governor
‘forced upon the natives was now upon the, throne. All the
great lords of the country, both Hindus and Mahomedans,
were uneasy, discontented, and disobedient; and some
~absolute1y in arms, and refusing to recogmse the prince we
had set up An imminent invasion of the Ma.rhattas, an
actual invasion headed by the son of the Mogul the revenﬁei,
on aeeount of the late shock, very ill collected even where
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the country was in some apparent quiet, a hungry treasury
at Calcutta, an empty treasury at Murshidabad,-—everything
demanded tranquillity, and with it order and economy. In
this situation it was resolved to make a new and entirely
mercenary revolution, and to set up to sale the government
secured to its present possessor by every tie of public faith,
and every sacred obligation which could bind or influence
mankind. This second revolution forms that period in the
Bengal history which had the most direct influence upon all
the subséquent tramsactions. It introduces some of the
persons who were most active in the succeeding scenes, and
from that time’to this has given its tone and character to the
British affdirs and government. It marks and specifies the
origin and true principle of all the abuses which Mr. Hastings
was afterwards appointed to correct, and which the Commons
charge that he continued and aggravated--namely, the venal
depositions and venal exaltations of the country powers,—"
the taking of bribes and corrupt presents from all parties in
those changes; the vitiating and maiming the Company’s
records ; the suppression of public correspondence ; corrupt
combinations and conspiracies ; perfidy in negotiation esta-
blished into principle ; acts of the most atrocious wickedness
justified upon purity of intention ; mock trials and collusive
acquittals among the parties in common guilt, -and in the
end the court of directors supporting the scandalous breach
of their own orders. [ shall state the particulars of this
second revolution more at large.

Soon after the revolution which had seated Mir Jaffir on
the vice-royal throne, the spirit of the Mogul empire began,
as it were, to make one faint struggle before it finally expired.
The then heir to that throne, escaping from the hands of
those who had held his father prisoner, had put himself at
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the head of several chiefs, collected under the standard of his
house, and appeared in force on the frontiers of the provinces
of Bengal and Behar, upon both which he made some impres-
sion. This alarmed the new powers, the Nawab Mir Jaffir
and the presidency of Calcutta; and as in a common cause,
and by the terms of their mutual alliance, they took the field
against him. The Nawab’s eldest son, and heir-apparent,
commanded in chief. .Major Calliaud- commanded the Eng-
lish forces under the govérnment of Calcutta. Mr. Holwell
was in the temporary 'pos‘session of the presidency. Mr.
Vansittart' was hourly expected to supersede him. Mr.
Warren Hastings, a young gentleman about twenty:seven
years of -age, was resident for the’Company at the darbér, or
court, of Mir Jaffir, our new-created Nawab of B.engal, “allied
to this country by the most solemn treaties that can bind men,
for which treaties he had paid, and.was then paying, immense
sumsof money. Mr. Warren Hastings was the pledge in his
hands for the honour of the British nation, and their fidelity
to their engagements. In this situation, Mr. Holwell, whom
the térrible example of the black- hole at Calcutta had not
cured of ambition, thought an hour was not to be lost in
accomplishing a revolution, and selling the reigning Nawab.
My lords, there was in the house of Mir Jaffir, in his
court, and in his family, a man of an intriguing, crafty, subtle,
and at the same time bold, daring, desperate, bloody, and
ferocious character, called Kasim Ali Khan. He was the
son-in-law of Mir Jaffir ; and he made no other use of this
affinity thafi to find some means to dethrone and to murder
him. This was the person in whose school of politics Mr.
fastings made his first studies, and whose conduct he quotes
1is example, and for whose friends, agents, and- favourites
has always shown a marked predilection. This dangerous
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man was not long without finding persons who observed his -
talents with admiration, and who thought fit to employ him.

The council at Calcutta was divided into two departments ;
one, the council in general, the other a select committee,
which they had arranged for the better carrying on their
political affairs. But the select committee had no power of
acting wholly without the council at large, at least finally
and conclusively. The select committee thought otherwise.
Between these litigant parties for power I shall not determine
on the merits; thinking of nothing but the use that was
made of the power, to whomsoever it belonged. This secret
committee, then, without communicating with the rest of the
council, formed the plan for a second revolution. But the
concurrence of Major Calliaud, who commanded the British
troops, was essential to the purpose, as it could not be accom-
plished without force. Mr. Hastings’s assistance was neces-
sary, as it could not be accomplished without treachery.

These are the parties concerned in the intended revolution.
Mr. Holwell, who considered himself in possession only of
temporary power, was urged to precipitate the business ; for
if Mr. Vansittart should arrive before his plot could be-
finally put into execution, he would have all the leading
advantages of it, and Mr. Holwell would be considered only
as a secondary instrument. But whilst Mr. Holwell, who
oniginally conceived this plot, urged forward the execution
of it, in order that the chief share of the profits might fall t
him, the Major, and possibly the resident, held back, till the
might receive the sanction. of the permanent governor, wh
was hourly expected, with whom one of them was connected
and who was to carry with him the whole weight o
authority of this kingdom. This difference produced
cussions. Holwell endeavewred by his. correspondenc
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stimti{ate Calliaud to this enterprise, which without him could
not be undertaken at all. But Major Calliaud had different
views. He concurred inwardly, as he tells us himself, in all
the principles of this intended revolution, in the propriety
and necessity of it, He only wished delay. But he gave
such powerful, solid, and satisfactory reason,s not against the
delay, but the very merits of the design itself, exposing the

_injustice’ and the danger of it, and the impossibility of
mending by it their condition in any respect, as must have-
damned it in the mind of all rational men. At least it ought
to have damned it for ever in his own. But yc;u will see-
that Holwell persevered in his plan ; and that Major Calliaud:
thought two things necessary : first, not wholly to_destroy the:
scheme, which he tells us he alwﬁys approved, but to postpone
the execution ; and, in the mean time, to "delude the' Nawab.
by the most strong, direct, and sanguine assurances of friend-
ship and protection that it was possible to give to man.

Whilst the projected revolution stood suspended ; whilst
Mr. Holwell urged it forward, and Mr. Vansittart was expect-
ed every day to give it effect; whilst Major Calliaud with
this design of ruining the Nawab lodged in his breast,
suspended in execution, and condemned in principle, kept
the fairest face and most confidential interviews with that
unfortunate prince and his son—as the operations of the
campaign relaxed, the army drew near to Murshidabad, the
capital—when a truly extraordinary scene happened, such I
am sure the English annals before that time had furnished no-

of, nor will, I trust, in future. I shall state it as one:
from beginning to end—reserving the events which.
med ; because, as I do not produce any part of this.
for the gratification of historical curiosity, the contex--
neceseary to demonstrate to your lordships the spifi.



74 BURKE'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

of our Bengal politics, and the necessity of some other sort
of judicial inquiries than those which that government institute
for themselves. The transaction so manifestly marks the
character of the whole proceeding, that I hope I shall not be
blamed for suspending for a moment the narrative of the
steps taken towards the revolution, that you may see the
whole of this episode together ; that by it you may judge of
the causes which led progressively to the state in which the
Company’s affairs stood when Mr. Hastings was sent for the
express purpose of reforming it. )

The business I am going to enter into is commonly
known by the name of the story of the three seals : it is to be
found in the appendix, No. 10, to the first report of the state
and condition of the East-India Company, made in i773.
The word report,. my lords, is sometimes a little equivocal ;
and may signify sometimes, not what is made known, but
what remains in obscurity ; the detail and evidence of many
facts referred to  in the report being usually thrown into the
appendix. Many people, and I among the rest (I take shame
to myself for it), may not have fully examined that appendix.
T was not a member of either of the India committees of
1773. It is not, indeed, till within this year, that I have been
thoroughly acquainted with that memorable history of the
three seals.

The history is this: in the year 1760 the allies were
the course of operations against the son of the Mogul, n
the present Mogul, who, as I have already stated, had ma
an irruption into the kingdom of Behar, in order to redu
the lower provinces to bis obedience. The parties opposi
him were the Nawab of Bengal and the Company’s troe
under Major Calliaud. It was whilst they faced the com
enemy as one body, this negotiation for the destruction
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Nawab of Bengal by his faithful allies of the Company was
going on with diligence. At that time the Nawab’s son Miran,
a youth in the flower of his age, bold, vigorous, active, full of
the politics in which those who are versed in usurpation are
never wanting, commanded the army under his father ; but
was, in reality, the efficient person in all things. About the
fifteenth of April, 1760, as I have it from Major Calliaud’s
letter of that date, the Nawab came into his tent; and,
with looks of the utmost embarrassment, big, with some "
design, which swelled his bosom, something that was too
large and burdensome to conceal, and yet too critical
to\‘be told, appeared to be in a state of great distrac-

" tion. The Major, seeing him in this condition, kindly, gently,

like a fast and sure friend, emploved (to use his own expres-
sion) some of those assurances that tend to make men fully open
their hearts ; and accordmgly, fortified by his assurances,
and willing to disburden himself of the secret that oppressed

*him, he opens his heart to the commanding officer of his new

friends, alliés, ‘and protectors. The Nawab;/thus assu’red, did\
open himself, and informed Major Calliaud -that he had just =
received a message from the prince] or his principal minister,
informing him, that the Prince Royal, now the Mogul, had an
intention (as indeed he rationally might, supposing that we
were as well disposed to him as we ‘showed ourselves
afterwards) to surrender himself into the hands of him, the
Nawab; but at the same time wished, as a guarantee, that the
commander-in-chief of .the English forces should give him
security for his life and his honour, when he should in that
manner surrgnder himself to the Nawab. I do not mean, my
lords, by surrendering, thatit was supposed he intended to
Eurrender himself prisoner of war ; but as-a sovereign, dubious

" "he fidelity of those about hxm, ould put hlmself into the
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hands of his faithful subjects, of those who claimed to derive:
all their power, as both we and the Nawab did, under his
authority. The Nawab stated to the English general, that,
without this English security, the prince would not deliver
himself into his hands. Here he confessed he found a
difficulty. For the giving of this faith, if it were kept, would
defeat his ultimate view, which was, when the prince had de-
livered himself into his hands, in plain terms, to murder him.
This grand act could not be accomplished without the
English general. Inthe first place, the prince, without the
English security, would not deliver himself into the Nawab’s
hands ; and afterwards, without the English concurrence, he-
could not be murdeted. These were difficulties that pressed
upon the mind of the Nawab.

The English commander heard this astonishing propo-
sition without any apparent emotion. Being a man habi-
tuated to great affairs, versed in revolutions, and with a mind
fortified against extraordinary events, he heard it and answered
it without showing any signs of abhorrence or detestation ;
at the same time with a protestation that he would indeed
serve him, the Nawab, but it should be upon such terms as-
honour and justice could support; informing him, that an
assurance for the prince’s safety could not be given by him
until he had consulted Mr. Holwell, who was governor, and his-
superior. This conversationipassed in the morning. On tha’
very morning, and whilst the transaction was hot, Majo
Calliaud writes to Mr. Holwell an account of it. In his lette
he informs him that he made an inquiry, without stating fron
whom, but that he did inquire the probability of the Nawab’
getting posssssion of the prince from some persons, who assur
ed him that there was no probability of the prince’s intention ti
deliver himself to the Nawab en any terms. 3e that as

*
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may, it is 1mposs1ble not to remark that the whole transaction

-of the morning *of the 1 sth of April was not ‘very dlscouragmg .

‘to the Nawab ; not such as would induce him- to -consider this
most detestable of all projects as a thing utterly unfeasible,
and as much to abandon it. The evening came on without
-anything to alter his opinion. Major Calliaud that, evening
came to the Nawab's tent to arrange some matters relative

to the approaching campaign. The business soon ended with'

regard to the campaign ;. but the proposal of the morning to
Major Calliaud, as might be expected to happen, was.in effect

“yenewed. Indeed the form was a little different, but the -

substantlal part remained ‘the same. Your lordshlps will' see
-what these alterations were. . . :
,» In the evening scene the .persons were more numerous:
'On the part of the Company, Major Calliaud, Mr. Lushington,
. Knox, and the ambassador at the Nawab’s court, Mr.
Warren Hastings. On the part of the Moorish government, the

Nawab himself, his son Mu-an, a Persian secretary, and the.

Nawab’s - head spy, an officer well: known in that part of the
world and of some rank. These were the persons of the drama
'in the evening scene. The Nawab and his son did not wait
for the prince’s committing himself to their faith, which, it
seems, Major Calliaud did not think likely to happen : so that
-one act of treachery is saved ; but another opened of as ex-
iordinary a nature. Intent and éager on the execution, and
e more certain of their design, they accepted the plan of 4
cked wretch, principal servant of the then prime minister to

-

e Mogul, or themselves suggested itto him. A person

lled Conery, diwan or principal steward to Kamgar Khan,
great chief in the service of ;the Shahzada, or prince f(now.
e Great' Mogul, the sovereign under whom the Company
Ids their charter), had,” it seems, made a proposal to.the

e . '
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Nawab, that if a considerable territory, then held by his
master, was assured to him, and a reward of a lac of rupees,
L10,000 or £12,000, secured to him, he would for that consi-
deration deliver the prince, the eldest son of the Mogul, alive
into the hands of the Nawab ; or, if that could not be effected,
he engaged to murder him for the same reward. But as
the assassin could not rely on the Nawab and his son
for his reward for this meritorious action, and thought
better of English honour and fidelity in such delicate cases,
he required that Major Calliaud should set his seal to
the agreement. This proposition was made to an English
commander ; what discourse happened upon it is uncertain.
Mr., Hastings is stated by some evidence to have acted
as interprete.r in this memorable congress. But Major
Calliaud agreed to" it without any difficulty.  Accordingly
an instrument was drawn, an indenture tripartite prepared by
the Persian secretary, securing to the party the reward of this
infamous, perfidious, murderous act. First, the Nawab put
his own seal to the murder. The Nawab’s son Miran affixed
his seal. A third seal, the most important of all, was yet
wanting. A pause ensued : Major Calliaud’s seal was not
at hand; but Mr. Lushington was sent near half a mile to-
bring it. It was brought, at length; and the instrument
of blood and treachery was completely executed. Three seals
were set to it.

This business of the three seals, by some means not quits
fully explained, but (as suspected by the parties) by means o
the information of Mr. Holwell, who soon after came home
was conveyed to the ears of the court of directors. The cour
of directors wrote out, under date of the 7th of October, 1761
within a little more than a year after this extraordinary tran
saction, to this effect :—that, in conjunction with the Nawa



WARREN HASTINGS ; 4TH DAY, 16TH FEBY., 17 83 7g

N\ Major’ Calliaud had signed a paper, offering a reward of a
lac of rupees, or some such sum. to several black persons for
_ the -assassination of the Shahzada, or prince heir-apparent ;.
which paper was offered to the then chief of Patna to sign,
but which he refused, on account of the infamy of the mea-.
~ sure. As it appeared in the same lightto them, the directors,.
they ordered a strict inquiry into it. The India Company,
who here did their duty with apparent manliness and vigour,.
were resolved, however to do it with gentleness, and to-
proceed in a manner that could not produce any serious-
‘mischief to the parties charged ; for they directed the' com--
“mission of inquiry to the very clan and set of people who,.
from a participation in their common offenees, stood in awe-
ot one another; in effect, to the parties in the transaction.
Without a prosecutor, without an impartial director of the -
inquiry, they left it substantially to those persons to try oné-
another for their common acts. Here I come upl’in the -
principle which I wish most strongly to mark to your lord-
ships; 1 mean collusive trials, and colusive acquittals..
., When this matter came to be examined, according to -
the orders of the court, which wason the 4th of October,
(762, the council consisted of Peter Maguire, Warren Has- .
irigs, and Hugh Watts. Mr. Hastings had by this time accom--
slished the business of resident with the Nawab, and had.
aken the seat, to which his seniority entitled kim, in council.
Tere a difficulty arose in limine. Mr. Hastings was repre--
ented to have acted as.interpreter in this business ; he was,.
Lerefore, himself an object of the inquisition ; he was doubt-
ul as evidence ; he was disqualified as a judge. It likewise-
ippeared that there might be some objection to others, whose:
wvidence was wanting, but who were themselves concerned
nthe guilt. Mr. Lushington’s evidence would be useful, but.-
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there were two circumstances rather unlucky, First, he had
put the seal to the instrument of murder ; and secondly, and
what was most material, he had made an affidavit at Patna,
whilst the affair was green and recent, that he had done
so, and in the same affidavit had deposed that Warren
Hastings was interpreter in that transaction. FHere were diffi-
culties both on him and Mr. Hastings. The question was,
how to get Mr. Hastings, the interpreter, out of his interpre-
tation, and to put him upon the seat of judgment. It was
effected, hqwever, and the manner in Which it was effected was
something curious. Mr. Lushington, who by this time was
got completely over, himself tells you, that in conferences
with Major Calliaud, and by arguments and reasons by him
delivered, he was persuaded to unsay his swearing, and to
declare that he believed that the affidavit which he made at
Patna, and while the transaction was recent, or nearly recent,
must be a mistake ; that he believed (what is amazing indeed
for any belief) that not Mr. Hastings, but he, himself,
interpreted. Mr. Lushington completely loses his own memory,
and he accepts an offered, a given memory, a memory supplied
to him by a party in the transaction. By this operation all
difficulties are removed ; Mr. Hastings is at once put into the
capacity of a judge. He is declared by Mr. Lushington not
to have been an interpreter in the transaction. After this, Mr
Hastings is himself examined. Your lordships will look at th
‘transaction at your leisure, and I think you will consider it a
a pattern for inquiries of this kind. Mr. Hastings is examined
he does not recollect. His memory also fails on a busines
in which it is not easy to suppose a2 man could be doubt
ful whether he was present or not: he thinks he was nc
there ;ifor that, if he had been there, and acted as interprete
‘he could not have forgot it.
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I think it is pretty nearly as [ state it ; if I have fallen into
any error or inaccuracy, it is easily rectified ; for here is the
state of the transaction given by the parties themselves. On
this inaccurate memory of Mr. Hastings, not venturing, how-
ever, to say positively that he was not the interpreter, or that
he was not present, he is discharged from being an accomplice ;
'he is removed from the bar, and leaps upon the seat of justice.
The court thus completed, Major Calliaud comes manfully
forward to make his defence. Mr. Lushington is taken off his.
back in the manner we . have seen, and no one pgrson re-
‘mains but Captain Knox. Now, if Captain Knox was there
and assenting, he is an accomplice too. Captain Knox
assérts, ‘that, at the consultation about °*the murder, he
said, it was a pity to cut off so fine a young fellow
in such a manner, meaning that fine young fellow the prince,
the descendant of Tamerlane, the present ‘reigning Mogul,
from whom the Company derive their present charter. The
purpose to be served by this declaration, if it had any. purpose,,
was, that Captain Knox did not assent to the murder, and that
therefore his evidence might be valid.

- The defence set up by Major Calliaud was to this effect. He
was apprehensive, he said, that the Nabob was alarmed at the
'violent designs that were formed against him by Mr. Holwell ;
and that thereforeﬂto quiet his mind (to quiet it by a proposi-

n compounded of murder and treason ; an odd kind of mind

had, that was to be quieted by such means ), but to quiet his

nd; and to show that the English were willing to go all
igths with him, to sell body ahd soul to him, ke did put his

1l to this extraordinary agreement, to put his seal fo this

mderful paper. He likewise stated that he was of opinion

the time that nothmg at all sinister could happen from it,
pesdt DO sUCh murder was likely to take place, whatever' might
6
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be the intention of the parties. In fact he had very luckily,
said, in a letter of his written a day after the setting the sedl,
«1 think nothing will come of this matter, but it is no harm to
try.” This experimental treachery, and these essays of con-
ditional murder, appeared to him good enough to make a trial
of ; but at the same time he was afraid nothing would com~
of it. In general, the whole gist of his defence comes to one
point, in which he persists,—that, whatever the act might be,‘_‘
his mind is clear——“my hands are guilty, but my heart is free.”””
He conceived that it would be very itnproper, undoubtedly, to
do such ah act, if he suspected anrything could happen from
it ; he, however, let the thing out of his own hands, he put it
into the hands’ of gthers; he put the commission into the hands
of a murderer. The fact was not denied—it was fully before
these severe judges. The extenuation was the purity of his
heart, and the bad situation of the Company’s affairs
(the perpetual plea, which your lordships will hear of
for ever, and which i it will justify evil actions, they will
take good care that the most nefarious of their ~ deeds
shall never want a sufficient justification). But :then he
calls upon his life and his character to oppose to his seal ;
and though he has declared that Mr. Holwell had intended
ill to the Nabob, and that he approved of those measures,
and only postponed them, yet he thought it necessary, he says,
to quiet the fears of the Nawab ; and from this motive he dit ’
an act abhorrent to his nature, and which, he says, he expres
sed his abhorrence of the morning after he signedit: n
that he did so ; but if he had, 1 believe it would only h
made the thing so many degrees worse. Your lordshi
will observe, that in this conference, as stated by himself
these reasons and apologies for it did not appear, nor di
they appear in the letter, nor anywhere else, till next ye;
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Nrkefithe came upon his trial. ’Th'ep'_ it was iminédiately re- °
«collected, that Mr. Holwell's designs were so wicked, they :

«certainly must be known to the: Nabob, though he never

mentioned them in‘the conference of the morning or the evening

of the I5th ; yet such was now the weight and prevalence of

» tﬁ'qm‘ upon the Major’s mind, that he calls upon 'Mr. ‘Hastings
© :0 know. whether the Nabob was not informed of these designs -

f Mr. Holwell against him." Mr. Hasting’s memory was not -

quite correct upon the occagion. He does not recollect any-

© thing of the matter. He certainly séems not to think that

-

he ever mentioned it to the Nabob, or the Nabob to him;
but he does recolléct, he-thinks, speaking something to some

.of the Nabob’s attendants upon it, and further- this + deponent

sayeth not. On'this state of things, namely, the purity of

intention, the necessities of the Comipany, the propriety of -

keeping the Nabob in perfect good humour, and removing
suspicions from “his mind, which suspicions he had mnever

expressed, they ‘came to' the redolution [T shall have the °

honour to read to you : “That the représentat’ion, given in the
said defence, of the stateiof the affairs of the country at that

© time (that is, about the month of April, 1760) is true and just

r?hat is, ‘the bad state of the country, which we shall _consider
ereafter ]; that, in such circumstances, the Nabob’s urgent

4 L e - B
.ccount of ‘his own distresses, the colonel’s désire of making

im- reas'y» [for here. is a recapitulation of the whole defence],
is the first thing necessary for the good ofithg service, “and
he suddenness -of ‘tlie thing proposed; Bight deprive him for
\ moment of his recollection, and surprise him into a measure
vhich; as to the-measure ifself, he could not approve. That

PR

juch only were the motives which did or'could influence -

Solonéli Calliaud to assent to the proposal, is'tully evinced by
ke'déposition of Captain Knox and Mr. Lushington, 'that his
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( Calliand’s) conscience, at the time, never reproached him with ‘g,/
bad design.”’

Your lordships have heard of the testimony of a person to-
his own conscience ; but the testimony of another man to
anv one’s conscience—this is the first time, I believe, it ever
appeared in the judicial proceeding. It is natural to say, “my
conscience acquits me of it ;”” but #hey declare that “%éis cons-
cience never reproached him wlth a bad design, and therefore,
upon the whole, they are satisfied that his intention was good,
though he grred in the measure.”

1 beg leave to state one thing that escaped me, that the
Nabob, who wag one of the parties to the design, was, at the

. time of the enqtiry, a sort of prisoner or an ‘exile at
Calcuita ; that his monshee was there, or might have been had ;
and that his spy was likewise there: and that they, though
parties to this transaction, were never called to account for it
in any sense or in any degree, or to show how far it was
necessary to quiet the Nabob’s mind., The accomplices, by
acquitting him upon tkeir testimony to his comscience, did
their business nobly. But the good court of directors, who
were so easily satisfied, so ready to condemn at the first pro-
position, and so ready afterwards to acquit, put the last finish-
ing hand of a master to it. For the accomplices acquit him
of evil intentions, and excuse hisact. The court of directors,
disapproving indeed the measure, but receiving the testimony
of his conscience in justification of his conduct, and taking up
the whole ground honourably acquit him, and commend this
action as an instance of heroic zeal in their service. The
great end and purpose for which 1 produce this to your lord-
ships to show you the’necessity there is for other inquiries, other
trials, other acquittals of parties, than those made by a collusive
clan abroad, or by the directors at home, who had required.
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\h& parties to inquire of thems,elves, and to take the testimony
-of the judges at second-hand, as to the conscience of the party
~accused, respecting acts*which neither they nor any man living
‘can look upon but with horror. I have troubled «your lord-
- ships with the story of the three seals, as a specimen of the
then state of the service, and the politics of the servants, civil _
and military, in the horrid abuses which then prevailed and
“which render at length the most rigorous reformation neces-
“sary. . L close this episode to resume the proceedings at the
“second revolution. This affair of the three seals was, we have
'seen, to quiet the fears of the Nabob. His fears it was,
-indeed, necessary to quiet ; for ’ your lordships  will see, that
. the man whose fears were to be set asleep by’ Major. Calliaud’s
‘offering him, in a scheme for mardering h1s sovereign, an
"odd sort of opiate, made up of blood and treason, was now
~in a fair way ot being murdered himself by the machinations
“of him whose seal was set to. his murderous security of peace,
“and by those his accomplices, Holwell and Hastings ; at least
they resolved to put him in a situation in which his murder
was in @ manner inevitable, as you will see in the sequel of the
“transaction. Now the plan proceeds. = The parties continued
\ “in the camp ; but there was another »emora. To remove a
~ “Nabob, and'to create a revolution, is not easy; houses are
"strong, who have sons grown up with vigour and fitness for
“the command of armies. ‘They are not easily overturned by
removing the principal, unless the secondary is :got rid of:
“and if this remora could be removed, everything was going on
“in a happy way. in the business. This plan, which now (that
is, about the month of July) began to get into great ripeness
-and forwardness, Mr. Holwell urged forward, Mr. Vansittart
“being hourly expected. “ "
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Another Revolution. /

I do not know whether I am going to state a thing, though
it is upon the records, which will not have too theatrical an
appearence for the grave state in which we are. But here it
is—the difflculty, the knot, and the solution, as recorded by
parties themselves. It was the object of this bold, desperate,
designing man, Cossim Ally Cawn, who aimed at everything,
and who scrupled not to do anything what he aimed at, to be
appointed the lieutenant of the Nabob Jaffier Ali, and thus to
get possession of his office, during his lifetime under that
name, with a design of murdering him ; for that office,
according to many usages of that country, totally supersedes
the authority of the first magistrate, renders him a cypher in
his hand, gives the administration of his affairs and command
of his troops to the lieutenant. It wasa part in his plan, that
he was, after his appointment to the lieutenancy, to be named
to the succession of the Nabob, who had several other
children ; but the eldest son stood in the way.

But as things hastened to a crisis, this difficulty was remov-
ed in the most extraordinary and providential unheard-of
manner, by the most extraordinary event that, I believe is
recorded in history. Just in the nick of time, in the moment
of projection, on the 3rd of July, this prince Miran, in the
flower of his age, bold, active, enterprising, lying asleep in
his tent, is suddenly, without any one’s knowing it, without
any alarm or menace in the heavens, that ever was heard of
or mentioned, without any one whatever being hurt or even
alarmed in the camp, killed with a flash of lightning. My
lords, thus was the Gordian knot cut. This prince dies of a
flash of lightning, and Mr. Lushington (of whom you have
heard) comes in the morning with his hair standing erect,
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\@es frightened into’ the presence of Major Calliaud, and,
with the utmost alarm, tells him of a circumstance that was
afterwards to give them so much pleasite. The alarm was
immediately communicated to the Major, who was seized with a”
fright ; and fearing lest the army should mutiny upon the death
of their chief, it'was contrived, in a manner that Itbelieve was.’
most difficult to contrive, that what might have excited a
general mutiny, was concealed by the ability, the good con-
duct, and dexterity of Major Calliaud for seven days together,
till he led the army out of the place of dangers Thus a
judgment fell upon one of the (innocent) murderers in the
scene of the three seals. This man, who was *probably guilty
in his conscience as well as in act, thus fell by that-most lucky,
providential, and most useful ﬂash of lightning.

There wefe at that time, it seems, in Calcutta-a wicked
sceptical set of people, who somehow or other believed that
human agency was concerned in this electric flash, which came
. so very opportunely, and which was a favour so thankfully
acknowledved These wicked ill-natured sceptics disseminat-
ed reports (which lam suré 1 do not mean to charge or
prove, leaving the effect of them to you) very dishonourable,
I believe, to Cossim Ally Cawn in the business, and to some
Englishmen who were concerned. ) -

The difficulty of getting rid of Miran being thus removed,’
Mr. Vansittart comes upon the scene. I verily believe he wa;‘s
a man of good intentions, and rather bebauched by that amaz-
ing flood of iniquity which prevailed at that time, or hurried
and carried away with it. In a few days. he sent for Ma]or
Calliaud. All his objections vanish in an instans; like that
flash of llghtnmg, everything is insfans. The Major agrees to
perform hlS Jpart.  They send for Cossim- Ally Cawn and Mr
. Hastings, they open a treaty and conclude it with him, leaving
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the management of it to two persons, Mr. Holwell and another
person, whom we have heard of, an Armenian, called Coja
Petruse, who afterwards played his part in another illustrious
scene. By this Petruse and Mr. Holwell the matter is settled.
The moment Mr. Holwell is raised to be a secretary of state
the revolution is accomplished. By it Cossim Ally Cawn is to
have the lieutenancy at present, and the succession. Every
thing is put into his hands, and he is to make for it large
concessions, which you will hear of afterwards, to the Com-
pany. Cossim Ally Cawn proposed to Mr. Holwell, what
would have been no bad supplement to the flash of lightning,
the murder of the Nabob ; but Mr. Holwell, was a2 man of
too much ho_noflr and conscience fo suffer that. He instantly
flew out at it, and declared the whole business should stop,
unless the affair of "the murder was given up. Accordingly,
things were so settled. But, if he gave theiNabob over to an
intending murderer, and delivered his person, treasure, and
everything into his hands, Cossim Ally Cawn might have had
no great reason to complain of being left to the execution of
his own projects in his own way. The treaty was made, and
amounted to this, that the company was to receive three great
provinces ; for here, as we proceed, you will have an oppor-
tunity of observing, with the progress of these plots, one thing
which has constantly and uniformly pervaded the whole of
these projects, and which the persons concerned in them
have avowed as a principle of their actions—thatwthey were
first to take care of the Company’s interest, then of their own ;
that is, first to secure to the Company an enormous bribe,
and under the shadow of that bribe to take all the little emolu-
ments they could to themselves. Three great rich southern
provinces, maritime, or nearly maritime, Burdwan, Midnapur,
and Chittagong, were to be dissevered from the soubah and to
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lbe ceded to the Company. There were other minor stipulations,
\mch it is not necessary at present to trouble you with, signed,
sealed, and executed at Calcutta, between these parties with
the greatest possible secrecy. The lieutenancy and the succes-
sion were secured to Cossim Ally, and he was likewise to give
-somewhere about the sum of /200,000 to the gentlemen who
were concerned, as a reward for serving him so effectually,
and for serving their country so well. Accordingly, these
stipulations actual or understood (for they were eventually
«carried into effect) bemg settled, 2 commission of delegation;
«consisting chiefly of Mr. Vansittart and Major Calliaud,
was sent up to Murshidabad ; the new governor taking this
opportunity of paying the usual visit of respect to ,the Nabob,
and in a manner which a new governor commg into place
would do, with the detail of which it is-not necessary to
trouble you. Mr. Hastings was at this time at the durbar; and
having everything prepared, and the ground smoothed, they
first endeavoured, to'persuade the Nabob to deliver over the
power negotiated for into the hands of their friend Cossim Ally
Cawn. But when the old man, frxghtened out of his wits,.
-asked, “What is it he has bid for me ?’ and added, “I will
give half as much again to save myself; pray, let me
know what my price is;” he entreated in vain. They were
true, firm, and faithful to their word and their engagement. -
When he saw they were resolved that he should be delivered
into the hands of Cossim Ally Cawn, he at once surrenders the
whole to him. They instantly grasp it. He throws himself
into a boat, and will not remain at home an hour, but hurries
down to Calcutta to leave his blood af our door, if we should
have a mind to take it. But the life of the Nabob was tgo
greata stake, partly as a security for the good behaviour
of Cossim Ally Cawn, and still more for the future use
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that might be made of him, to be thrown away, or le

in the hands of a man who would certainly murder him,
and who was very angry at being refused the murder of his
father-in-law. The price of:this second revolution was, accord-
ing to their shares in it (I believe I have it here), some where
about £zo00,000. This little effusion to private interest settled
the matter and here ended the second revolution in the
country ; effected indeed without bloodshed, but with infinite
treachery, with infinite mischief, congequent to the dismem-
berment of.the country, and which had nearly become fatal to
our concerns there, like everything else in which Mr. Hastings
had any share.

.
.

Mr. Cossim Subad.r.

This prince, Cossim Ally Cawn, the friend of Mr. Hastings,
knew that those who could give could take away dominion.
He had scarcely got apon the throne, procured for him
by our public spirit and his own iniquities, than be began
directly and instantly to tortify himself, and to bend all his
politics against those who were or could be the donors
of such fatal giiis. He began with the natives who
were in their inierest, and cruelly put to death, under the eye
of Mr. Hasting~ and his clan, all those who, by their monied
wezalth or landed considerations, could give any cftect to their
dispositions in favour of those ambitious strangers. He re-
moved from Murshidabad higher up into the country, to
Monghir, in order to be more out of our view. Ie kept his
word pretty well, but not altogether faithtally, with the gentle-
men ; and though hc had no money, for his treasury was
empty, he gave obligations, which are known by the name
ot Feeps—~(the Indian vocabulary will by degrees become
familiar to your lordships, as we develop the modes and
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~ - customs of the fcountry). As.soon as he had done this he
\BEganlto rack and tear the provinces that were left to him,
to get'as much from them as should compensate him for the
revenues of those;great provinces he had lost ; and accordingly
"he began a scene of extortion, horrible, nefarious, without
precedent or example, upon almost . all the landed interest
of that country. I mention this, because he is one of those
persons whose governments Mr. Hastifigs, in a paper called
his defence, -delivered into the Houge of Commons, has
produced as precedents’ and examples, which he has thought
fit to follow, and which he thought”would jlfstify him in
the conduct he has pursued. This Cossim Ally Cawn, after
he had acted the tyrant on the landed interest, fell upon
the monied interest. In that country there ‘was a ‘person
_called Jagat Seth. There were several’ of the family, who
were bankers to such a magnitude as was never heard
of in the world. Receivers of thne -public revenue, their
correspondence extended all over Asia; and there are those

. who are of opinion that ,the house of Jagat Seth, including
all its branches, was not worth less than six or seven millip,hs
sterling. This house became the prey of Cossim Ally Cawn ;
but Mr. H,olwe'll had predicted that it should be delivered over
70 Satan to be buffeted (his own pious expression). He pre-

. dicted the misfortunes that should befall them ; and we chose
a Satan to buffet them, and who did so buffet them by the
murder of the principal persons of the house, and by robbing
them of great sums of their wealth, that I believe such a scehe
of nefarious tyranny, destroying and cutting up the root of
public credit in that country, was scarce ever known. In the
meantime Cossim was extending his tyranny over all who were

. obnoxious to him ; and the persons he first sought were ;those
- traitors who had been friends to the English. Several of the
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principal of these he murdered. There was in the province of
Behar a man named Ramarain; he had got the rﬂ{st/
positive assurances of English faith ; but Mr. Macguire, a
member of the council, on the receipt of scoo gold mohors,
or something more than £8oco0 sterling, delivered him up to
be first imprisoned, then tortured, then robbed in consequence
of the torture, and finally murdered by Cossim Ally Cawn. In
this way CossimjAlly Cawn acted, while our government looked
on. I hardly choose to mention to you the fate of a certain
native in consequence of a dispute with Mr. Mott, a friend
of Mr. Hastings, which is in the Company’s records—records
which are almost buried by their own magnitude from the
knowledge of this country. 1In a contest with this native for
his house and property, some scuffle having happened between
the parties, the one attempting to seize, and the other to
defend, the latter made a complaint to the Nabob, who was
in an entire subjection at that time to the English ; and who
ordered this unfortinate man, on account of this very scuffle
arising from defending his property, to be blown off from
the mouth of a cannon. In short, I am not able to tell your
lordships of all the nefarious transactions of this man, whom
the intrigues of Mr. Holwell and Mr. Hastings had set upon
the throne of Bengal. But there is a circumstance in this
business that comes across here, and will tend to show another
grievance that vexed that country, which vexed it long, and
is one of the causes of its chiefs disasters, and which, I fear,
is not so perfectly extirpated but that some part of its roots
may remain in the ground at this moment.

Commerce, which enriches every other country in the
world, was bringing Bengal to total ruin. The Company, in
former times, when it had no sovereignty or power in the
country, had large privileges under their dustuck or permit;
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~,;helr goods passed without paymg dutles through the country.
The servants of the Company made use of this dustuck for their:
own private trade, which, while it was used with moderation,.
the native government winked at in some degree; but

when it got wholly into private hands, it was more like-
robbery than trade. These traders appeared everywhere ;
they sold at their own prices, and forced the people to sell
to them at their own prices also. It appeared more like an
army going to pillage the people, under pretence of com-
merce, than anything else. In vain the people claimed the:
prot,ection of their own country courts., This English army
of traders, in their march, ravaged worse than a Tartarian
conqueror. The trade they carried on,+and which more
rESembled robbery than commerce, antlclpated the resources
of the tyrant, and threatened to leave him no “materials for
imposition or confiscation. Thus this miserable.  country-
was torn to pieces by the horrible rapaciousness of a double-
tyranny. This appeared to be so strong a case, that a:

deputation was sent to him at his new capital, Monghir, to-',

form a treaty for the purpose of giving some relief against
“this cruel, cursed, and oppressive trade, which was worse
even than the tyranny of the sovereign. This trade Mr.
_Vansittart, the president about this time, that is, in 1763,
who succeeded to. Mr. Holwell, and was in close union of
“interests with the tyrant, Cossim Ally Cawn, by a treaty
“known by the name-of t'he' treaty of Monghir, agreed very
much to suppress and to confine within something like
reasonable bounds. There never was a doubt on the face:
_ of that treaty, that it was a just, proper, fair transaction.
But as nobody in Bengal did then believe that rapine was.
ever forborne, but in favour of bribery, the persons who-
lost every advantage by the treaty of Monghir, when they

.

v
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thought they saw corrupt negotiation carrying away the ,
prizes of unlawful commerce, and were likely 1o see their
trade crippled by Cossim Ally Cawn, fell into a most violent
fury at this treaty ; and as the treaty was made without
the concurrense of the rest of the council, the Company's
servants grew divided, one part were the advocates of the
treaty, the other of the trade. The latter were universally
of opinion that the treaty was bought for a great sum of
money. The evidence we have on our records of the sums
of money that are sta.od to have been paid on this occasion,
has never been investigated to the bottom. But we have
it on record that a great sum ({73,
concerned in,that negotiation.  The rest were exceedingly

) was paid to  persons

wroth to see themselves not profiting by the negotiauon,
and losing the trade, or likely to be excluded from it; and
they were the more so because, as we have it upon our jour-
nals, during all that time the trade of the negotiators was
not proscribed, but a parwana was issued by Cossim Ally
Cawn, that the trade of his friends, Mr. Vansittart aand Mr.
Hastings, should not be subject to the general regulations.
This filled the whole settlement with il! blood ; but in the
regulation itself (L put thc¢ motive and the secret history
out of the case) undoubtedly Mr. Hastings and Mr. Vansit-
tart were on the right side. They had shown to a demons-
stration the wischief of this trade. FHowever, as the other
party were strong, and did not readily let 50 their hold of
this great advantage, first, dissensions, raurmurs, various
kinds of complaints, and ill blood arose. Cossim Ally was
driven to the wall ; and, having at the same time made
what he thought good preparations, a war broke at last.
And how did it break out? This Cossim Ally Cawn
signalized his first acts of hostility by an atrocity committed
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Jagainst the faith of treaties, against the rules of war,
aPuinst every principle of honour. This intended murderer
" .of his father-in-law, whom Mr. Hastings had assisted to raise
to the throne of Bengal, Well’knowing his character and his
disposition, and well knowing what such a man was capable
.of doing, this man massacred the English wherever he met
them. There were two hundred.or there-abouts of the
Company's servants, or their dependants, slaughtered at
Patna, with every circumstance of the most abominable
«cruelty. Their limbs were cut to pieces. The tyrant whem
Mr. Hastings set up, cut and hacked the- limbs’ of British
‘subjects in the most cruel and perfidious manner ; threw
them into wells, and’ polluted the waters Of the country
with British blood. Immediately war is declared against
him in form. That war sets the whole country ‘in-a blaze ;
and then other parties begin‘ to appear upon the scene,
whose transactions you will find yourselves deeply concern-
ed in hereafter. :

As soon as war was declared agalnst Cossim,; it was
necessary to resolve to put up. another nabob, and to have
another revolution; and where do they resort but to the
man, whom, for his alleged tyranny, for his incapacity, for
the numberless iniquities he was said to have committed,
and for his total ~unfitness and disinclination -to all the
duties of government, they had dethroned. This very man
they take up again to placte on the throne, from which they
had about two years before removed him, and for the’
effecting of which'they had committed so many iniquities.
Even this revolution was not made without being paid for.
A'ccording to the usual order of procession, in which the
youngest walk first—First comes the Company; and the
Company had secured to it in perpetuity those provinces
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which Cossim Ally Cawn had ceded, as it was thought, rather
in the way of mortgage than anything else. Then, unfer
the name of compensation for sufferings to the people
concerned in the trade, and in the name of donation to an
army and a navy, which had little to do in this affair, they
tax him, what sum do you think ? They tax that empty,
and undone treasury of that miserable and undone country,
£500,000 for a private emolument to themselves; for the
compensation for this iniguitous trade ; for the compensation
for abuses, of which he was neither the author nor the
abettor ; they tax this miserable prince £500,000. That
sum was given to individuals. Now comes the Company
at home, vqhic.h en hearing this news, was all inflamed.
The directors were on fire. They were shoked at it, and
particularly at this donation to the army and navy. They
resolved they would give it no countenance and support.
In the mean time the gentlemen did not trouble their
heads upon that subject, but meant to exact and get their
£ 500,000 as they could.

Here was a third revolution bought at this amazing sum,
and this poor miserable prince ‘first dragged from Mur-
shidabad to Calcutta, then dragged back from Calcutta to
Murshidabad, the sport of fortune, and the plaything of
avarice. This poor man is again set up, but is left with no
authority ; his troops limited, his person—everything about
him in a manner subjugated, a British resident the master of
his court ; he is set up as a pageant on this throne, with no
other authority but what would be sufficient to give a
countenance to presents, gifts, and donations. That authority
was always left, when all the rest was taken away. One
would have thought that this revolution might have satisfied
these gentlemn, and that the money gained by it would have
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been sufficient. No. The partisans of Cossim Ally wanted
another revolution. The partisans of the othsr side wished to
have something more done in the present. They now
began to think, that to depose Cossim instantly, and to sell
him to'another, was too much at one time;.especially as
Cossim Ally was a man of vigour and resolution, carrying on a
fierce war against them. But what do you think they did?.
They began to see, from the example of Cossim Ally, that the *
lieutenancy, the ministry of the king, was a2 good thing to be
sold, and the sale of that might turn out as good a thing as
the sale of the prince. For this office there were* two rival
candidates, persons of great consideration in Bengal ; one, a
principal Mahomedan called Mahomed Reza Cawn, a man of
high authority,—great piety in his own re11g1on —pgreat learn-
ing in the law,~—of the very first class of Mahomedan
nobility : butat the same time, on all. these accounts, he was
abhorred and dreaded by the Nabob, who necessarily feared
that a man of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s description would be
considered as better entitled and fitter for his seat, as Nabob
of the provinces.

To balance him, there, was another man, known by the
name of the _Great—Raja Nund Comar : this man was account-
ed the \hlghest of his caste, and held the same rank among
the Hindus that Mahomed Reza Cawn obtained among the
Mahomedans. . The prince ‘on the throne .had ng jealousy of
Nund Comar, because he knew that, as a Hmdu, he could not*
aspire to the office of soubahdar. For that reason he was
firmly attached to him ; he might depend completely on his
services ; he was Zis against Mahomed Reza Cawn, and
against the whole world. There was, however, a flaw in the
Nabob’s title, which it was necessary should be hid. And
perhaps it lay against Mahomed Reza Cawn as well as him.

7



98 BURKE'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

But it was a source of apprehension to the Nabob, and contri-
buted to make him wish to keep all Mahomedan influence at
a distance. For he was a Syed, that is to say, a descendant
of Mahomed, and as such, though of the only acknowledged
nobility among Mussulmen, would be by that circumstance
excluded by the known laws of the Mogul empire from being
soubahdar in any of the Mogul provinces, in case the revival of
the constitution of that empire should ever again take place.

An anction was now opened before the English council at
Calcutta. Mahomed Reza Cawn bid largely ; Nund Comar
bid largely. The circumstances of these two rivals at the
Nabob court were equally favourable to the pretensions of
each. But .the preponderating merits of Mahomed Reza
Cawn, arising from the subjection in which he was likely to
keep the Naboh, and make him ftter for the purpose of con-
tinued exactions, induced the council to take his money,
which amounted to about £220,0c0. Be the sum paid what
it may, it was certainly a large one. In consequence of which
the council attempted to invest Mahomed Reza Cawn with the
office of naib subha, or deputy viceroy. As to Nund Comar,
they fell upon him with a vengeful fury : he fought his battle
as well as he could; he opposed bribe to bribe, eagle to
eagle ; but at length he was driven to the wall. Some received
his money, but did him no service in return : others, more
conscientious, refused to receive it: and in this battle of
bribes he was vanquished. A deputation was sent from
Calcutta to the miserable Nabob, to tear Nuad Comar, his
only support, from his side ; and to put the object of all his
terrors, Mahomed Reza Cawn, in his place.

Thus began a new division, that split the presidency into
violent factions; but the faction which adhered to Nund
Comar was undoubtedly the weakest. That most miserable
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.of men, Mir Jaffier Ally Cawn, clinging, as to the last pillar, to
Nund Comar, trembling at Mahomed Reza Cawn, died in the
‘struggle, a miserable victim to all the revolutions, to all the
.successive changes and versatile politics at Calcutta. Like all
the rest of the great personages whom we have degraded and
‘brutalized by insult and oppression, he betook himself to the
usual destructive resources of unprincipled mi'sery—:sensua.~
lity, opium, and wine. His gigantic frame of constitution
-soon gave way under the oppression of this relief, and he
-died, leaving children and grand- children by wives‘and con-
cubmes On the old Nabob’s death Mahomed Reza Cawn
“was acknowledged deputy nabob, the money pald and this
Arevoluuon completed :

Mir Fafir’s Succemors ’ ’

\ .
Here, my lords, @pened a new source of plunder, pecu-

lation, and bribery, which. was not néglected. Revolutions

were no ' longer 'necessary, succession supplied their places ;
and well the object agreed with the policy. Rules of suc-
«cession -could not be very well ascgrtained to an office like
that of the Nabob, hich was hereditary only by the appoint-
ment of the Mogul. The issue by lawful wives would naturally
be preferred by those who meéant the quiet of the country.
But a more doubtful title was preferred, as better adapted to
the purpose of extortion and peculation. This miserable
succession was sold, and the eldest of the issue of Mani
Begum, an harlot, brought in to pollute the haram of the
-seragli.o, of whom you will hear much hereafter, was chosen.
He soon succeeded to the grave. ~ Anothér son of the same
prostitute succeded to the same unhappy throne, and followed
to the same untimely grave. Every succession was sold ; and
between venal successions and venal revolutions in a very few.

-
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years seven princes and six sales were seen successively in
Bengal. The last was a minor, the issue of a legitimate wife,
admitted to succeed because a minor, and because there was
none illegitimate left. He was instantly stripped of the allow-
ance of his progenitors, and reduced to a pension of £160,000
a year. He still exists, and continued to the end of Mr.
Hasting’s government to furnish constant sources of bribery
and plunder to him and his creatures.

The offspring of Mani Begum elinging, as his father did,
to Nund Comar, they tore Nund Comar from his side, as
they had done from the side of his father, and carried him
down as a sort of prisoner to Calcutta ; where, having had the
weakness to become thy first informer, he was made the first
enample. Thisperson, pushed to the wall, and knowing that
the man he had to deal with was desperate and cruel in his
resentment, resolves on the first blow, and enters before the
council a regular information in writing of bribery against
Mr Hastings. In his preface to that charge he excuses
himself for what is considered to be an act equally insane and
wicked, and. as the one inexpiable crime of an Indian—-the
discovery of the money he gives ; -that Mr. Hastings had
declaredly determined on his ruin, and to accomplish it had
newly associated himself with one Mohan Prashad, a name I
wish your lordships to remember, a bitter enemy of his, an
infamous person, whom Mr. Hastings knew to be such, and
as such had turned him out of his house ; that Mr. Hastings
nad lately recalled and held frequent communications with
this Mohan Prashad, the subject of which he had no doubt was
his ruin. In the year 1775 he was hanged by those incorrupt
English judges; who were sent to India by Parliament to
protect the natives from oppression.

Your Jordships will observe that this new sale of the office
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of ministers succeeded to the sale of that of nabobs. All
these varied and “successive sales shook the country to pieces.
As if those miserable exhausted provinces were to be cured of
inanition by phlebotomy—while Cossim Ally was racking it
.above, the Company were drawing off all its nutriment below.
A dreadful, and extensive, and most chargeable war followed.
Half the northern: force of India poured down like a torrent
-on Bengal, endangered our existence, and exhausted all our
resources. The war was the fruit of Mr. Hastings's cabals.
Its termination, as usual, wds the result of the military merit
and the fortune of this nation. Cossim Ally, after having been
defeated by the military genius and spirit of England (for the
Adamses, Monroes, and others of that pgriod, I believe,
showed as much skill and bravery as any of their predecessors),
in his flight swept away above three millions in money, jewels,
or effects, out of a country which he had plundered and
exhausted by his unheard-of exactions. However he fought
his way like a retiring lion, turning his face to his pursuers.
He still fought’ along his frontier. His ability’ and his money
drew to his cause the Soubahdar of Qudh, - the .famous Shuja- '
ud-Daula. The Mogul entered into these wars, and penetrated
into the lower provinces on one side, whilst Balwant Singh,
the Raja of Benares, entered them -on another. After various
changes of party, and changes of fortune, the loss, which
began in the treachéry of the civil service, was, as I have
before régnarked, redeemed by military merit. Many exam-
ples of the same sort have since been seen:

oyl

Lord Clive's Second Administration.
> e ) .
o Whilst these things are transacted in India, the court of .

directors in London, hearing of so many changes, hearing of
such an incredible mass of perfidy and venality; knowing that
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there was a general market made of the country and of the
Company ; that the flame of war spread from province to
province ; that, in proportion as it spread, the fire glowed with
augmented fierceness ; and that the rapacity which originally
gave rise to it was following it in all its progress ; the Com-
pany, my lords, alarmed not only for their acquisitions but
their existence, and finding themselves sinking lower and
lower by every victory they obtained, thought it necessary at
length to come to some system and some settlement. After
composing their differences with Lord Clive, they sent him
out to that country, about the year 1765, in order, by his name,
weight, authority, and vigour of mind, to give some sort of
form and §tab'11ity to government, and to rectify the innu-
merable abuses which prevailed there ; and particularly that
great source of disorders, that fundamental abuse. presents :
for the bribes, by which all these revolutions were bough., had
not the name of conditions, stipulations, or rewards; they
even had the free and gratuitous style of presents, The
receivers contended, that they were mere gratuities given for
service done, or mert tokens of affection and gratitude to the
parties. They may give them what names they please, and
your lordships will think of them what you please. But they
were the donations of misery to power, the gifts of sufferers to
the oppressors ; and consequently, where they prevailed, they
left no certain property or fixed situation to any man in India,
trom the highest to the lowest.

The court of directors sent out orders to enlarge the
servants’ covenants, with new and severe clauses, strongly
prohibiting the practice of receiving presents. Lord Clive
himself had been a large receiver of them. Yet, as it was in
the moment of a revolution, which gave them all they poss-
essed, the Company would hear no more of it. They sent
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him out to reform—whether they. chose well or ill, does not
signify, I think, upon the whole, they chose well ; because
his name and authority could do much. They sent him out to
redress the grievances of that country, and it was necessary he
should be well armed for that service. They sent him out with
" such powers as no servant of the Company ever held before.
1 would not be understood here in my own character, much
less in the delegated character in which I stand, to contend for
any man in the totality of his conduct. Perbaps in some of
“his measures he was mistaken, and in some of hts acts re-
prehensible : but. justice obliges me to say, that the plan which:
he formed, and the course which he pursued were in-general
great and well imagined ; that he laid great foundations, if
they had been properly built upon. For, in thé first place, he
composed all the neighbouring countries, torn to pieces by
the wars of Cossini Ally, and quieted the apprehensions raised
by the opinion of the boundless ambition of England. He
took strong measures to put an end to a great many of the
absuses that prevailed in the country subject to the Company.
He then proceeded to the upper provinces; and formed 3
plan which, for.a military man, has great civil’ and 'politjcal
merit. He put a bound to’ the aspiring spirit of the Com-
pany s servants; he limited its conquests; he prescribed
bounds to its ambition. ' First (says he) quiet the minds of
the country ; what you have obtained, regulate ; make it known
to India, that you resolve to acquire no more. On this solid
plan he fixed every prince, that was concerned in the preced-
ing wars, on the one side and on the other, in a happy and
, easy settlement. He restored Shuja-ud-Daula, who had been
~ driven from his dominions by the military arm of Great
Britain, to the rank of vizir, and to the dominion of the terri-
tories of Oudh. With a generosity that astonished all As?i},
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he reinstated this expelled enemy of his nation peaceably
upon his throne. And this act of politic generosity did more
towards quieting the minds of the people of Asia than all the
terror, great as it was, of the FEnglish arms. At the same
time Lord Clive, generous to all, took peculiar care of our
friends and allies. He took care of Balwant Singh, the great
Raja of Benares, who had taken our part in the war. He
secured him from the revenge of Shuja.ud-Daula. The
Mogul had granted us the superiority over Balwant Singh.
Lord Clive re-established him in a secure, easy independency.
He confirmed him, under the British guarantee, in the rich
principality which he held.

The Mogul, the head of the Musalman reiigion in India,
and of the Indian empire, a head honoured and esteemed ¢ven
in its ruins, he procured to be recognised by all the persons
that were connected with his empire. The rents, that ought to
be paid to the vizir of the empire, he gave to the vizeret. Thus
our alliances were cemented ; our enemies were reconciled ;
all Asia was conciliated by our settlement with the king.

To that unhappy fugitive king, driven from place 1o
place, the sport of fortune, now an emperor, and now
a prisoner, prayed for in every mosque, in which his
authority was conspired against, one day opposed by the coin
struck in his name, and the other day sold for it,~-to this
descendant of Tamerlane he allotted, with a decent share of
royal dignity, an honourable fixed residence, where he
might be useful, and could not be dangerous.

As to the Bengal provinces, he did not take for the Company
the vice-royalty, as Mr. Holwell would have persuaded, almost
forced, the Company to do ;but, to satisfy the prejudices
of the Mahomedans, the country was left in the hands
nominally of the soubah or viceroy, who was to administer the
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criminal justice and the exterior forms of royalty. He obtained
from the sovereign the dewanee, This is the great act of the
constitutiohal entrance of the Company into the body politic )
of India. It gave to the settlement of Bengal a fixed consti-
tutional form, with a legal title acknowledged and recognised
now for the first time by all the natural powers of the country,
because it arose from the charter of the undoubted sovereign.
The dewanee, or high-steward-ship, gave to the Company the
collection and management of the revenue ; and in this
modest and civil character they appeared not the oppressors
but the protectors of the people. This scheme had all the
real power, without any invidious appearancg of it; it gave-
them the revenue, without the parade of’ soverelgnty On this
double foundation the government was happily settled. The
minds of the natives were quieted. The Company’s territories
and views were circumscribed. The arm of force was put out
of sight. The imperial name ¢covergd everything. The power
, of the purse was in the hand of the Company. The power of
‘the sword was in effect so, as they contracted for the mainten-
“ance of the army. The Company had a revenue of a million
and a half. ‘The Nabob had indeed fallen from any real and
effective power, yet the dignity of the court was maintained ;
the prejudices and interests of the® Mahomedans, and parti-
cularly of their nobility, who had suffered more by this great
revolution even than the old inhabitants of the country, were
consulted = for by this plan a revenue of {500,000 was settled
on the vice-royalty, which was, thus enabled to provide in
some measure for those great families. The Company like-
"'wise, by this plan, in order to enjoy their revenues securely,
and to avoid envy and murmur, put them into the hands of
Mahomed Reza Cawn, whom Lord Clive found in the
management of affairs, and did not d\isplace ; and he was now
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made deputy steward to the Company, as he had been before
lieutenant-viceroy to the Nabob. A British resident at Muarshi-
dabad was established as a control. The Company exercised
their power over the revenue in the first instance through the
natives, but the British resident was in reality the great mover.

Subversion of Native Administration.

If ever this nation stood in a situation of glory throughout
Asia, it was in that moment. But, as I have said, some
material ewors and mistakes were committed. After the
formation of this plan, Lord Clive unfortunately did not stay
long enough in the country to give consistency to the mea-
sures of reformation he had undertaken, but rapidly returned
to England ; and after his departure the government that
continaed had not vigour or authority to support the settlement
then made ; and considerable abuses began to prevail in every
guarter.  Another capital period in our history here commen-
ces. Those who succeeded (though I believe one of them
was one of the honestest men that ever served the Company,
I mean Governor Verelst) had not weight enough to poise the
system of the service, and consequently many abuses and
grievances again prevailed.—Supervisors were appointed to
every district, asa check on the native collectors, and to
report every abuse as it should arise. But they, who were
appointed to redress grievances, were themselves accused of
being guilty of them. However, the disorders were not of
that violent kind which preceded Mr. Hastings's departure, nor
such as followed his return—no mercenary wars, no mercen-
ary revolutions, no extirpation of nations, no violent convul-
sions in the revenue, no subversion of ancient houses, no
general sales of any descriptions of men-—none of these, but
certainly such grievances as made it necessary for the Company
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to send olit another commission in 1769, with instructions
-pointing out the chief abuses. It was composed of Mr.
Vansittart, Mr. Ford, and Mr. Scrafton. The unfortunate end.
of that commission is known to all the world : but1 mention
it in order to state, that the receipt of presents was considered
as one of the grievances which then prevailed in India; and
that the supervisors under that commission were ordered upon.
no account whatever to take presents. Upon the unfortunate-
catastrophe which happened, the Company was preparing to
send out another for the rectification of these grievances, when
Parliament thought it necessary to supersede that commission
—tortake the matter into their own hands, and to appoint
another commission in a parliamentary owagr (of which Mr=
Hastings was one) for the better government of that country.
© Mr, Hastings, as I must mention to your lordships, soon after-
+he deposition and restoration of Jaffir Ally Cawn, and before
Lord Clive arrived, quitted for a while the scene in which he:
had been so mischievously'em\ployed, and returned to England.
tn strengthen himself by those cabals which again sent him
out with new authority to pursue the courses which were the
natural sequel to his former proceedings. He returned to
“ India with great power indeed; first to a seat in council at.
Fort St. George, and from thence to succeed to the presidency’
of Fort William. ,On him the Company placed their chief
reliance. Happy had it been for them, happy for India, and
for England, if his conduct had been such as to spare your
lordships and the Commons the exhibition of this day.
When this government, with Mr. Hastings at the head of
it, was settled, Murshidabad did still continue the seat of the
«native government, and of all the collections. Here the-
Company was not satisfied with placing a resident at the
Durbar, which was the first step to our assuming the govern-.
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ment in that country. These steps must be traced ,by your
lordships, for I should never have given you this trouble, if it
was not necessary to possess you clearly of the several pro-
gressive steps by which the Company’s government came to be
established, and to supersede the Native. The next step was
the appointment of supervisors in every province, to oversee
the native collector. The third was to establish a general
council of revenue at Murshidabad, to superintend the great
steward, Mahomed Reza Cawn. In 1772, that council by Mr.
Hastings was overturned, and the whole management ot the
revenue brought to Calcutta. Mahomed Reza Cawn, by orders
of the Company, was turned out of all his offices, and turned
out for reasons’ agd principles which your lordships will
hereafter see ; and at last the dewanee was entirely taken out
of the uative hands, and settled in the supreme council
and presidency itself in Calcutta ; and so it remained until
the year 1781, when Mr. Tlastings made another revolu-
tion, took it out of the hands of the supreme council, in
which the orders of the Company, an Act of Parliament,
and their own act had vested it, and put it into a subordinate
council- -that is, it was entirely vested in himself.

Now your lordships see the whole of the revolutions. I
have stated them, I trust, with perspicuity~-stated the grounds
and principles upon which they were made -stated the abuses
that grew upon them and that every revolution produced its
abuse. You saw the native government vanish by degrees,
until it was reduced to a situation fit for nothing but to
become a private perquisite, as it has been to Mr. Hastings,
and to be granted to whom he pleased. The English govern-
ment succeeded, at the head of which Mr. Hastings was .
placed by an Act of Parliament, having before held the office
of president of the council—the express object of both these
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appointments being to redress grievances; and within these
two periods of his power, as president and governor-general,
were those crimes committed of which he now stands accused.
All this history is merely t;y way of illustration—his crimina-
tion begins from his nomination to the presidency ; and we-
are to consider how he comported himself in that station, and
in his office of governor-general. '

My, Hastings's Printiples.

. e
The first thing in considering the merits or .demerits of
any governor, is to have some test by which they are to be
tried. And here, my lords, we conceive, that when a British
governor is sent abroad, he is sent to pdrsue the good of the
people as much as possible in the spirit- of the laws of this
country, which in all respects intend their conservation, their
happiness, and their prosperity. This is the principle upon
which Mr. Hagtings was bound to govern, and upon which.
he is to account for his conduct here. ]
) His rule was, what a British governor, intrusted with the
power of this country, was bound to do, or to forbear., If
he has pérformed, and if he has abstained, as he ought,
dismiss him honourably acquitted from your bar ; otherwise
condemn him. He may resort to other principles and to other
maxims, but this country will force him to be tried by its lavws.
The law of this country recognises that well-known crime, called
misconduct in office ; it is a head of the law of England, and, =
so.far as inferior courts are.competent to try it, inay be tried in
them. Here your lordships’ competence is. plenary ; you are
fully competent both to inquire into and to punish the
offence. And, first, I am to state to your lordships, by the
direction of those whom I am bound to obey, the principles
on which Mr. Hastings declares he ﬁgs conducted his govern-

>
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ment ; principles, which he has avowed —first, in several
letters written to the East-India Company-—next, in a paper
of defence delivered to the House of Commons, explicitly ;
and more explicitly in his defence before your lordships. No-
thing in Mr. Hastings’s proceedings is so curious as his
several defences ; and nothing in the defences is so singular
as the principles upon which he proceeds. Your lordships
will have to decide not only upon a large, connected,
systematic train of misdemeanouts, but an equally connected
wstem of principles and maxims of government invented to
fy those misdemeanours. He has brought them forward
. wowed them in the face of day. He has boldly and
insastingly , throwre them in the face of the representatives of a
free people, and we cannot pass them by without adopting
them.

I am directed to protest against those grounds and pria-
ciples upon which he frames his defence ; for, if those grounds
are good and valid, they carry off a great deal at least, if not
entirely the foundation, of our charge, My lords, we contend
that Mr. Hastings, as a British governor, ought to govern on
British principles : not by British forms—God forbid ; for, i
ever there was a case in which the letter kills and the spirit
gives life, it would be an attempt to introduce British forms
and the substance of despotic principles together into any
country. No. We call for that spirit of equity, that spirit of
justice, that spirit of protection, that spirit of lenity, which
ought to characterize every British subject in power ; and on
these, and these principles only, he will be tried.

But he has told your lordships, in his defence, that actions
in Asia do not bear the same moral qualities which the same
actions would bear in Europe.

My lords, we positively deny that principle. I am autho-
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rized and called upon to deny it. And having stated at large
what he means by saying that the same actions have not the
-same qualities in Asia and in Europe, we are to let your
lordships know, that these gentlemen have formed a plan of
geographical morality, by which the duties of men, in public
and in private situations, are not to be governed by their
relation to the great Governor of the universe, or by their
relation to mankind, but by the climates, degrees of longitude,
parallels not of life but of latitudes ; as if, when you have
crossed the equinoctialy all the virtues die, as they say some
insects die when they cross the line ; as if there wére a kind
-of baptism, like that practised by seamen, by which they un-
baptize themselves of all . that they learned in Europe, and
-after which a new order and system of thmgs commenced.
This geographical morality we do protest against. Mr.
Hastings shall not screen himself under it ; and on this point I
hope and trust many words will not be necessary to satisfy your
lordsﬁips. But we think it necessary, in justification of ourselves,
to declare, that the laws of morality are the same everywhere ;
and that there is no action, which would pass for an act of
-extortion,- of peculation, of bribery, and of oppression in
fingland, that is not an act of extortion, of peculation, of
bribery, and of oppression in Europe, Asia, Africa and all the
world over. This'l contend for, not in the technical forms of,
Sty but I conteﬁd for it in the substance.
* Mr. Hastings comes before your lordships not as a British
.governor answering to a British tribunal, but as a soubahdar, as
-a bashaw of three tails. He says, “I had an arbitrary power
. to exercise : I exercised it. Slaves I found the people ; slaves
. they are, they are so by their constitution ; and if they are, I did
not make it for them. I was unfortunately bound to exercise
this al;bitrary power, and accordingly I did exercise it. It

‘
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was disagreeable to me, but I did exercise it, and no other power
can be exercised in that country.” This, if it be true, isa.
plea in bar. But I trust and hope your lordships will not
" judge by laws and institutions which you do not know, against
those laws and institutions which you do know, and under
whose power and authority Mr. Hastings went out to India.
Can your lordships patiently hear what 2 have heard with
indignation enough, and what, if there were nothing else,
would call these principles, as well as the actions which are
justified on such principles, to ybur lordships’ bar ; that it
may be known whether the Peers of England do not sym-
pathize with the Commons in their detestation of such
doctrine ?_Thinkeof an Fnglish governor tried before you as
1 British subject, and yet declaring that he governed on the
principles of arbitrary power. His plea is, that he did govern
there on arbitrary and despotic and, as he supposes, oriental
principles. And as this plea is boldly avowed and maintained,
and as, no doubt, all his conduct was perfectly correspondent
to these principles, the principles and the conduct must be
tried together.

If vour lordships will now permit me, T will state one of
the many places in which he has avowed these principles as
the basis and foundation of all his conduct. *“The sovereignty
which they assumed it fell to my lot, very unexpectedly, to
exert ; and whether or not such power, or powers of that
nature, were delegated to me by any provisions of any Act
of Parliament, T confegs myself too little of a lawyer to pro-
nounce. [ only know that the accepiance of the sovereignty
of Benares, &c., is not acknowledged or admitted by any Act
of Parliament; and yet, by the particular interference of the
majority of the council, the Company is clearly and indis-
putably seized of that sovereignty.” So that this gentleman,
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because he is not a lawyer, nor clothed with those robes
which distinguish and well distinguish the learning of this
country, is not to know anything of his duty ; and whether
he was bound by any or what act of Parliament, is a thing
he is not Jlawyer enough to know. Now, if your lordships
will suffer the laws to be broken by those who are not of the
long robe, I am afraid those of the long robe will have
none to punish but those of their own profession. He
therefore goes to a law hg is better acquainted with ; that is,
the law of arbitrary power and force, if it deserves to be called
by the name of law. #If, therefore,” “says he, “the sovereignty
of Benares, as ceded to us by the vizier, have any rights what-
ever annexed to it (and be not a mere emfity word without
meaning), those rights must be such as are held, counte-
nanced, and established by the law, custom, and usage of the
Mogul empire, and not by the provisions of any British Act .
of Parliament hitherto enacted. Zhose rights, and none
~ other, I have been the involuntary instrument of enforcing.
And if any future act of Parliament shall positively, or by
implication, tend to annihilate those very rights, or their
_exéertion, as T have exerted them, I much fear that the
boasted sovereignty of Benares, which was held up as an
acquisition almost obtruded on the’Company against my
consent and opinion (for I acknowledge that even then I
foresaw many difficulties and inconveniences in its_future
exercise) ; I fear, I say, that this sovereignty will be found a
burden instead of a benefit, a heavy clog rather than a pre-
cious gem to its present possessors; I mean, unless the
whole of our territory in that quarter shall be rounded and
made an uniform compact body by one grand and systematic
arrangement ; such an arrangement as shall do away all the

mischiefs, doubts, and inconveniences (both to the governors
8.
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and the governed} arising from the variety of tenures,
rights, and claims in all cases of landed property and feudal
jurisdiction in India, from the informality, invalidity, and
instability of all engagements in so divided and unsettled a
state of society, and from the unavoidable anarchy and con-
fusion of different laws, religions, and prejudices, moral,
civil, and political, all jumbled together in one unnatural
and discordant mass. Every part of Hindustan has been
constantly exposed to these and similar disadvantages ever
since the Mahomedan conquests.”.

“The Hindus, who never incorporated with their con-
querors, were kept 1n order only by the strong hand of power.
The constant necessity of similar exertions would increase at
once their energy and extent, so that rebellion itseif i» tne
parent and prombter of despotism. Sovereignty in india
implies nothing else.  For I know not how we can fore an
estimate of its powers but from its visible effects, and thouse
are everywhere the same from Kabul to Assam. The whole
history of Asia 1s nothing more than precedents to prove
he invariable exercise of arbitrary power. To all this
I strongly alluded in the minutes I delivered in council,
when the treaty with the new vizier was on foot in 1775 ;
and I wished to make Chait Singh independent, because in
India dependence included a thousand evils, many of which
I enumerated at that time, and they are entered in the ninth
clause of the first section of this charge. I knew the powers
with which an Indian sovereignty is armed, and the dangers
to which tributaries are exposed. I knew that, from
the history of Asia and from the very nature of mankind,
the subjects of a despotic empire are always vigilant
for the moment to rebel, and the sovereign is ever jealous
of rebellious intentions. A zamindar is an Indigh subject,
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and, as such, exposed to the common lot of his fellows. . Z%e
mean and depraved state of a mere zamindar is therefore this
-very dependance above-mentioned:on a despotic government,
'this very proneness to shake off his allegiance, and this very
.exposer to continual danger from ‘his sovereign’s jealousy,
which are consequent on the political state of Hindustanic
governments. Balwant Singh if he had been, and Chait
Singh, as long as he was, a zammdar, stood exactly in this
mean and depraved state by the constithtion of his. country.
I did not make it for him, but would have secured him from
it. Those who made him a- zamindar entailed upon him
the consequences of so mean .and depraved a tenure. Ally
Verdy Cawn and Cossim Ally fined all their zamindafs on the
.necessities of war, and on every pretence elther of tourt
mnecessity or court extravagance.”
' My lords, you have now heard the principles on which
Mr. Hastings governs the part of Asia subjected t6 the
British empire. You have/heard his opinion of the mean
and depraved state of those who are subject to it. You have
heard his lecture upon arbitrary power, which he' states to
be the constitution of Asia. You hear the application he
makes of it ; and you hear the practices which he émploys
to justify it, and who the persons were on whose authority
"he relies, and whose example he professes to follow. In
the first place, your lordships will be astonished at the
audacity with which'he speaks of his own admunistration, as
if he was reading a speculative lecture on the evils attend-
ant upon some vicious system of foreign government, in
which he had no sort of concern whatsoever. And then,
when in this speculative way he has established, or thinks he-
has, the vices of the government, he conceives he has found
a suﬂic1ent apology for his own crimes. And 1f he violates

)
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the most solemn engagements, if he oppresses, extorts, and
robs, if he imprisons, confiscates, banishes at his sole will
and pleasure, when we accuse him for his ill treatment of the
people committed to him as a sacred trust, his defence is,—to
be robbed, violated, oppressed is their privilege; let the
constitution of their country answer for it.—I did not make
it for them. Slaves I found them, and as slaves I have treated
them. I was a despotic prince ; despotic governments are
jealous, and the subjects prone to rebellion. This very prone-
ness of the subject to shake off his allegiance exposes him
to continual danger from his sovereign’s jealousy ; and this
is consequent on the political state of Hindustanic govern-
ments. 1le lays it down as a rule, that despotism is the
genuine constitution of India ; that a disposition to rebellion
in the subject, or dependent prince, is the necessary effect
of this despotism ; and that jealousy and its consequences
naturally arise on the part of the sovereign ;—that the
government is everything, and the subject nothing ; that
the great landed men are in a mean and depraved state, and
subject to many evils.

Such a state of things, if true, would warrant conclusions
directly opposite to those which Mr. Hastings means to
draw from them, both argumentatively and practically, first
to influence his conduct, and then to bottom his defence of
it.

Perhaps you will imagine, that the man who avows these
principles of arbitrary government, and pleads them as the
justification of acts which nothing else can justify, is of
opinion that they are, on the whole, good for the people
over whom they are exercised. The very reverse. He men-
tions them as horrible things, tending to inflict on the people
a thousand evils, tand to bring on the ruler a continual
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train of dangers. Yet he states, that your acquisitions
in India will be a detriment instead of an advantage, if you
destroy arbitrary power, unless you can reduce all the rg)li-
gious establishments, all the civil institutions, and tenures
of land, into one uniform-mass; that is, unless by acts of
arbitrary power you extinguish all the laws, rights, and reli-
gious principles of the people, and force them to an unifor-
mity ; and on that uniformity build a system of arbitrary
power. . ‘

N The Laws of Asia,

But nothing is more false. than that - despotism is the

- constitution of any country in Asia that we, aré acquainted
with, It is certainly not true of any Mahomedan constitu-

.tion. But if it were, do your lordships really think that
the nation would bear, that any human creature would

bear, to hear an English governor defend himself on, such.

principles ? or, if he can defend himself on such principles,

is it p_ossib-le to -deny the conclusion, that no man in

India has a security for anything, but by being totally

independent of the British government ? Here he has declared

his opinion, that he is a despotic prince, that he is to use

.arbitrary power, and of course all his acts are“covered with
ithat shield. “J know,’” says he, “tke constitution of Asia only

from ils practice.”’ Will your lordships submit to hear the

-corrupt practices of mankind made the pfinciples of govern-

ment ?—No; it will be your pride and glory to teach men

*.entrusted with power, that, in their use of it, they are to
conform to principles, and not to draw their principles-from

the corrupt practice of any man whatever., 'Was there ever

‘heard, or could it be conceived, that a governor would dare to

heap up all the evil practices, all the cruelties, oppressions,

L]
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extortions, corruptions, briberies, of all the ferocious usurpers,.
desperate robbers, thieves, cheats, and jugglers, that ever had
office from one end of Asia to another, and consolidating all
this mass of the crimes and absurdities of barbarous domi-
nation into one code, establish it as the whole duty of an
Fnglish governor? 1 believe, that till this time so audacious
a thing was never attempted by man. —

He have arbitrary power : My lords, the East-India Com-
pany have not arbitrary power to give him; the King has no
arbitrary power to give him ; your lordships have not ; nor the
Commons; nor the whole legislature. We have no arbitrary
power to give, because arbitrary power is a thing which neither
any man Fan'hold nor any man can give. No man can law-
fully govern himself according to his own will, much less can
one person be governed by the will of another. We are all
born in subjection, all born equally, high and low, governors
and governed, in subjection to one great, immutable, pre-
existent law, prior to all our devices, and prior to all our
contrivances, paramount to all our ideas and all our sensations,
antecedent to our very existence, by which we are knit and
connected in the eternal frame of the universe, out of which
we Cannot stir.

This great law does not arise from our conventions or
compacts ; on the contrary, it gives to our conventions and
compacts all the force and sanction they can have ;—it does
not arise from our vain institutions. Every good gift is of
God ; all power is of God ;--and He, who has given the power,
and from whom alone it originates, will never suffer the
exercise of it to be practised upon any less solid foundation
than the power itself. If then all dominion of man over man
is the effect of the Divine disposition, it is bound by the eter-
nal laws of I;Iim that gave it, with which no human authority
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can dispense ; neither he that exercises it, nor even thosé who
are subject to it : and, if they were mad enough to make an
express compact, that should release their magistrate from his
duty, and should declare their lives, liberties, and properties
dependent upon, not rules 4nd laws, but his mere capricious
will, that covenant would be void. The z\a.ccepter of it has- not
his authority increased, but he has his crime doubled. There-
fore can it be imagined, if this be true, that' He will
suffer this great gift of .govefnment, the greatest, the best,
that was ever given by God to mankind, to be the plaything
“and the sport of the feeble will of a' man who, by a blasphe-
mous,” absurd, and petulant usurpatlon would place his own

Jeeble, contemptible, ridiculous w111 in the place of the Divine
wisdom and justice ? .
The title of conquest makes no dll’ference at all. No
conquest can give such a right; for conquest, that is force,
" cannot convert its own fnjustice into a just title, by which it
may rule others at its pleasure. - By cox(quest, which is a more
immediate designation of the hand of God, the conqueror
succeeds to all the painful duties and subordination to the
power of God, which belonged to the: sovereign whom he
has displaced, just as if he had come in by the positive law
of ¥some descent or some election. To this at least he is
strictly bound—he ought to govern them as he governs his
own subjects. But every wise conqueror has gone much
further than he was bound to go. It has been his ambition
and his policy to reconcile the vanquished to his fortune, to
show that théy ‘had gained by the ‘change, to convert their
momentary suffering into a long benefit, and to draw from the
humiliation of his eremies an accession to his own glory
This has been so constant a practice, that it is to repeat the
histories of all politic conquerors in all nations and in all .

+
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times ; and I will not so much distrust your lordships’ enlight-
ened and discriminating studies and correct memories, as to
allude to one of them. I will only show you, that the court
of directors, under whom he served, has adopted that idea,
that they constantly inculcated it to him and to all the ser-
vants, that they runa parallel between their own and the
native government, and supposing it to be very evil, did not
hold 1t up as an example to be followed, but as an abuse to be
corrected ; that they never made it a question, whether India
is to be improved by English law and liberty, or English law
and liberty vitiated by Indian corruption.

No, my lords, this arbitrary power is not to be had by
conquest. .Nof can any sovereign have it by succession, for
no man can succeed to fraud, rapine, and violence; neither
by compact, covenant, or submission,—for men cannot cove-
nant themselves out of their rights and their duties; nor by
any other means can arbitrary power be conveyed to any man.
Those who giye to others such rights, perform acts that are
void as they are given, good indeed and valid only as tend-
ing to subject themselves and those who act with them to the
Divine displeasure ; because morally there can be no such
power. Those who give and those who receive arbitrary
power are alike criminal; and there is no man but is bound
to resist it to the best of his power, wherever it shall show its
face to the world. Itis a crime to bear it, when it can be
rationally shaken off. Nothing but absolute impotence can
justify men in not resisting it to the utmost of their ébility.

Law and arbitrary power are in eternal enmity. Name me
a magistrate, and 1 will name property ; name me power and I
will name protection. It is a contradiction in terms, it is
blasphemy in religion, it is wickedness in politics, to say that
any man can have arbitrary power. In every patent of office the
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duty is included. For what else does a magistrate exist? To
suppose for power is an absurdity in idea, Judges are guided
and governed by the eternal laws of justice, to which we are
all subject. We may bite our chains if we will, but we shall
be made to know ourselves, and be taught that man is born
to be governed by law ; and he that will sqb.stitute ‘will in the
place of it is an enemy to God. ’ :

v

Despotism doesnot in the smallest degree abrogate, alter,
or lessen any one duty of any one relation of life, or weaKen
the force or obllgatxon of any one engagement or contract
whatsoever. Despotism,if it means anything that is at all
defensible, means 2 mode of government bound by no written
rules, and coerced by no controlling nragistracies or well-
sellted’ orders'in the state. Butif it has no written law, it
neither does nor can cancel the prime\)al, indefeééible,‘unalter-
able law of nature and of nations ; and if no magistracies con-
trol its exertions, those exertions must derive their limitation
and direction either from the equity and moderation of the
ruler, or from downright revolt on the part of the subject by
rebellion, divested of all its criminal qualities. The moment &
sovereign removes the idea of security and protection from his
subjects, and declares that he is everything, and they nothing,
when he declares that no contract he makes with them can or
ought to bind him, he then declares win; upon them. He is
no longer sovereign ; they are no longer subjects.

No man, therefore, has a right to arbitrary power. But.the
thought, which he suggessted by the depravity of him who
brings it forward, is supported by a gross confusion of ideas
and principles, which your lordships well know how to discern
and separate. It is manifest, that in the eastern governments,
and the western, and in all governments, the supreme power
in the state cannot, whilst jthat state ;subsists, be rendered
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criminally responsible for its actions; otherwise it would not be
the supreme power. Itis certainly true, but the actions do
not change their nature by losing their responsibility. The
arbitrary acts which are unpunished are not the less vicious,
though none but God, the conscience, and the opinions of
mankind take cognizance of them.

it is not merely so in this or that government but
in all countries. The king in this country is undoubtedly
unaccountable for his actions. The House of Lords, if
it should ever exercise (God forbid I “should suspect it would
ever do what it has never d¢ 1e), but if it should ever abuse
its judicial power, and give -ich a judgment as it ought
not to give, ,whéthe; from fear .t popular clamour on the one
hand, or predilection to the prisoner on the other, if they
abuse their judgments there is no calling them to an account
for it. And so if the Commons should abuse their power,
nay, if they should have been so greatly delinquent as not to
have prosecuted this offender, they could not be accountable
for it; there is no punishing them for their acts, because
we exercise a part of the supreme power But are they
less criminal, less rebellious against the Divine Majesty ?
are they less hateful to man, whose opinions they ought
to cultivate as far as they are just?  No. Till society fall into a
state of dissolution they cannot be accountable for their acts.
Buat it is from confounding the unaccountable character inhe-
rent in the supreme power with arbitrary power that all this
confusion of ideas has arisen.

Even upon a supposition that arbitrary power can exist any-
where, which you deny totally, and which your lordships will be
the first and proudest to deny, still absolute, supreme dominion
was never conferred or delegated by you ; much less arbitrary
power, which never did in any case, nor ever will in any case,
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time, or country, produce ahy one of the *ends of just
& sverninent.

It is true that the supreme power in every constitution of
government must be absolute ; and this may be ' corrupted
into the arbitrary. But all good constitutions have established
certain fixed rules for the exercise of their functions, which they
rarely or ever depart from, and which rules form the security
against that worst of evils, the government of will and force
instead of wisdom and- justice.

But though the supreme power is in a situation resem-
bling arbitrary, ;fet never was there heard of in the history:
of the world, that is, in that mixed chaos' of human
wisdom and folly, such a thing as an z';éier;hea’z'aie ‘arbitrary
power,—that is, of an officer of government: who is to
exeit authority over the people without any law at all, |a.nd
who #is to have the benefit of all laws, and all forms of;
law, when he is called to an account. For that is to let a wild
beast (for such is a man without law) loose upon the people
to prey on them at his pleasure ; whilst all the laws, which
otlght to secure the pedple against the abuse of power, are
employed to screen that abuse against the cries of the people.

This is de facto the state’ of our ‘Indian government.
But to establish it so in right as well as in fact, is a thing left
" for us to begin with,—the first of mankind.

For a subordinate arbitrary or even despotic power never
was heard of in right, claim, or authorized practice. * Least of
all has it .been héard of in the eastern governments, where
all the instances of severity and cruelty fall upon governors and’
persons entrusted with power. This would be a gross contradic-
tion. Before Mr. Hastings none ever came before his superiors
to claim it ; because, if any such thing could exist, he claims.
the very power of that sovereign who calls him to account.
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But suppose a man to come before us, denying all the
benefits of law to the people under him,—and yet, when he is
called to account, to claim all the benefits of that law, which
was made to screen mankind from the excesses of power :
such a claim, I will venture to say, is a monster, that never
existed except in the wild imagination of some theorist. It
cannot be admitted, because it is a perversion of the funda-
mental principle, that every power, given for the protection of
the people below, should be responsible to the power above.
It is to suppose, that the people shall have no laws with
regard to Aim, yet when Ae comes to be tried, he shall claim
the protection of those laws, which were made to secure the
people from his viole:nce ; that he shall claim a fair trial, an
equitable hearing, every advantage of counsel (God forbid he
should not have them), yet that the people under him shall
have none of those advantages. The reverse is the principle
of every just and rational procedure. For the people. who
have nothing to use but their natural faculties, ought to be
gently dealt with; but those who are entrusted with an
artificial and instituted "authority have in their hands a great
deal of the force of other people; and as their temptations
to injustice are greater, so their means are infinitely more
effectual for mischief by turning the powers given for the
preservation of society to its destruction ; so that if an arbitrary
procedure be justifiable, a strong one I am sure is, it is when
used against those who pretend to use it against others.

My lords, I will venture to say of the governments of Asia,
that none of them ever had an arbitrary power; and if any
governments had an arbitrary power, they cannot delegate it
to any persons under them ; that is, they cannot so delegate it
to others as not to leave them accountable on the principles
apon which it was given. As this is a contradiction in terms,
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a gross absurdity as well as a monstrous wickedness, let me-
say, for the honour of human nature, that although undoubtedly
we may speak it with the pride of England, that we have better
institutions for the preservation of the rights of men than any-
other country in the world ; yet I will venture to say, that no.
country has wholly meant, or ever meant, to give this power.
As it cannot exist in right. on any rational and solid.
principles of government, so neither- does it exist in the
constitution of oriental governments, and I do insist ubon it
that eriental governments know 'nothing ofiarbitrary power.
I have taken as much pains as I could to examine into the
constitutions of them. I have ‘been endeavouring to inform
myseff at:all times on this subject ; of late, my duty has led:
. me to a more minute inspection of them; and I do challenge
the whole race of man to show me any of the oriental
gOVernors clainiing to themselves a right to act by arbitrary
will. ' ) :
The greatest part of Asia is under Mahomedan govern-
ments. To name a Mahomedan: government is to name a
government by law. It is a law enforced by strongér sanctions
than any law that can bind a Christian sovereign. Their law
is believed to be given by God, and it has the double sanction
of law and of religion, with which the prince is no more
authorized to dispense than any one else. And, if any man
will produce the Koran to me, and will but show me one text
in "it that authoriges in any degree an arbitrary- power in the-
government, I will confess that T have read that book, and
been conversant’in the affairs of Asia, in vain. There is not
such a syllable in it } but, on the contrary, against oppressots
by name every letter of that law is fulminated. There are
intexpreters established throughout all Asia to explain that
law, an order of priesthood whom they qall men of the law:

~
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These men are conservators of the law ; and, to enable them
to preserve it in its perfection, they are secured from the
resentment of the sovereign, for he cannot touch them. Fven
their kings are not always vested with a real supreme power .
but the government is in some degree republican.

To bring this point a little nearer home, since we are chall
enged thus, since we are led into Asia, since we are called upon
to make good our charge on the principles of the govern.
ments there, rather than on those of owr own country (which |
trust your lordships will oblige him finally to be governed by,
puffed up as he is with the insolence of Asia}, the nearest w
us of the governments he appeals to is that of the Grand
Seignior, the emperdr of the Turks.—Z&e an arbitrary power -
Why he has not the supreme power of his own country. .
Every one knows that the Girand Seignior is exalted high ‘o
titls, as our prerogative lawyers exalt an abstract sovereign,
and he cannot be exalted higher in our books. 1say he 1
destitute of the first character of sovereign power. He can
not lay a tax upon his people.

The next part in which he misses of a sovereign pawe:
is, that he cannot dispose of the life, of the property, or ei
the liberty of any of his subjects, but by what is called the
fetfa, or sentence of the law. He cannot declare peace or
war without the same sentence of the law; so much is 4.,
more than Furopean sovereigns, a subject of strict law, that
he cannot declare war or peace without it. Then, if he can
neither touch life nor property, if he cannot lay a tax on his
subjects, or declare peace or war, I leave it to your lordships,
judgment whether he can be called, according to the princi-
ples of that constitution, an arbitrary power. A Turkish
sovereign, if he should be judged by the body of that law 10
have acted against its principles (unless he happens to be
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secured by a faction of the soldiery), is liable to be deposed
-on the sentence of that law, and his successor comes in under
the strict limitations of the ancient law-of that country: neither
can he hold his place, dispose of his succession, or take any
one step whatever, without being bound by law. Thus miuch
may be said, when gentlemen talk of the affairs of Asia, as
to the nearést of Asiatic sovereign; and he is more Asiatic
than European, he is 2 Mahomedan sovereign, and no Maho-
medan’ is born who can gxercise any arbitrary power at all
consistently with their constitution ; insomuch that this chief,
magistrate, who is the highest executive power among them,
is the very person who, by the constitutiou af the country,
is the most fettered by, law. : * . '
Corruption " is the true cause of the loss of all the benefits
‘of the constitution of that country. The practice of Asia, as
the gentleman at your bar has thought fit to say, is what he
holds to ; the constitution he flies away from. The que'stion
is, whether you will take the constitution of the country as.
your rule; or the base practices of those usurpers, robbers,
and tyrants, who have subverted it. Undoubtedly much
blood, murder, false 'imprison‘ment, much peculation, cruelty,
and robbery, are to be found in Asiay; and if, instead of going
to the sacred laws of the country, he chooses to resort to the -
iniquitous practices of it, and practices authorized only by
public tumult, contention, ‘war, and riot, he may indeeq find
as clear an acquittal in the practices as he would find con-
demnation in theinstitutions of it. He has rejected the law
cof England. Your lordships will not sufter it. God forbid!
For my part I should have no sorc of {objection to let him
choose his law—Mahomedan, Tartarean, Hindu. But if he
'disputes, as he does, the authority of an act of Parliament,
Iét. him state to me that law to which he means to be_subjec:,
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or any law, which he knows, that will justify his actions. I
am not authorized to say that I shall, even in that case, give
up what is not in me to give up, because I represent an au-
thority of which T must stand in awe ; but, for myself, I shall
confess that I am brought to public shame, and am not fit
to manage the great interests committed to my charge. I
therefore again repeat of that Asiatic government with which
we are best acquainted, which has been constituted more in
obedience to the laws of Mahomgd than any other, -that
the sovereign cannot, agreeably to that constitution, exercise
any arbitrary power whatever.

The next «point for us to consider is, whether or no
the Mahdmedan® constitution of India authorizes that
power. The gentleman at your lordships’ bar has thought
proper to say, that it will be happy for India (though soon
after he tells you it is a happiness they can never enjoy)
“when the despotic Institutes of Genghiz Khan or Tamer-
lane shali give place to the liberal spirit of a British legis-
lature ; and,” says he, “I shall be amply satisfied in my
present prosecution, if it shall tend to hasten the approach of
an event so beneficial to the great interests of mankind.”

My lords, you have seen what he says about an act of
Parliament. Do you not now think it rather an extraordinary
thing, that any British subject should, in vindication of the
authority which he has exercised, here quote the names and
institutes, as he calls them, ¢f fierce conquerors, of men who
were the scourges of mankind, whose power was a power
which they held by torce only ?

As to the Institutes Genghiz Cawn, Khan he calls
arbitrary institutes, I never saw them. If he has that
book, he will oblige the public by producing it. I have
seen a book existing, called Yassa of Genghiz Khan;
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the other I never saw. If there be any part of it to justify

arbitrary power, he will produce it. But, if we may judge by
those ten precepts of Genghiz Khan which we have, the_re is
not a shadow of arbitrary power to be found in any one of
them. Institutes of arbitrary power! Why, if there is arbitrary
power, there can,be no institutes. :

As to the Institutes of Tamerlane, here they are in their
original, and here is a translation. I have carefully read
_every part of these Institutes; and if any one shows me one

word in them in which the prince claims . in himself arbitrary
power, I again repeat, that I shall for my own part confess
that I have brought myself to great shame. There is no book
in the world, I believe, which contains. robler, more just,
more manly, more pious principles of government than this .
book, called the Institutions of Tamerlane. Nor is there one
word of arbitrary power in it, much less of that arbitrary
power ‘which Mr. Hastings supposes himself justified by ;
namely, a delegated, subordinate, arbitrary power. So far was
that great prince from permitting this gross, violent, inter-
mediate arbitrary. power, that I will venture to say, the chief
thing by which he has recommended himself to posterity was
a most direct declaration of all the wrath and indignation of
the supreme government against it. But here is the book.
It contains the Institutes of the founder of the Mogul empire,
left as a’sacred legacy to his posterity, as a rule for their
conduct, and as a means of preserving their power.

“Be it known to my fortunate sons, the conquerors of king-
doms, to my mighty',descendants, the lords of the earth, that,
since I have hope in Almighty God that many of my children,.
descendants, and posterity shall sit upon the 4throneof -power
and regal authority ; upon this account, having-established
laws and regulations for the:well- governing of my. dominions;

! 9

A
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I have collected together those regulations and laws as a
model for others ; to the end that every one of my children,
descendants, and posterity acting agreeably thereto, my power
and empire, which I acquired through hardships, and diffi-
culties, and perils, and bloodshed, by the Divine favour and
by the influence of the holy religion of Mahomed (God’s
peace be upon him), and with the assistance of the powerful
descendants and illustrious followers of that prophet, may be
by them preserved. .

“And let them make these regulations the rule of their
conduct in the affairs of their empire, that the fortune and the
power which ghall descend from me to them may be safe from
discord and dissolution.

“Now therefore be it known to my sons, the fortunate and
the illustrious, to my descendants, the mighty subduers of
kingdoms, that in like manner as I by twelve maxims, which
I established as the rule of my conduct, attained to regal
dignity, and with the assistance of these maxims conquered
and governed kingdoms, and decorated and adorned the
throne of my empire, let them also act according to these re-
gulations, and preserve the splendour of mine and their
dominions.

“And among the rules which I established for the support
of my glory and empire, the #irsz was this—That I promoted
the worship of Almighty God, and propagateqd the religion of
the sacred Mahomed throughout the world ; and at all times
and in all places supported the true faith.

“Secondly : With the people of the twelve classes and tribes
1 conquered and governed kingdoms; and with them I
strengthened the pillars of my fortune, and from them 1
formed my assembly.

“Thirdly : By consultation, and deliberation, and provident
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“measures, by caution, and by vigilance, I va.r‘%uished armies,
and I reduced kingdoms t6 my authority. And I carried on
the business of my empire by complying with times and
occasions, and by generosity, and by patience, and by pohcy ;
-and I acted thh courteousness towards my friends and to-
wards my enemies.

“Fourthly : By order'and by discipline I régulated the con-
<cerns of my government ; and by ‘discipline and by order I so
|ﬁrmly established my authohty, that the ameers, and the viziers,
and the soldiers, and the sub]ects, could not aspire beyond
their respective degrees ; and every one of them was the keeper
-of his own station.

“Fifthly : 1 gave encouragement to my ameers and to my
soldiers, and with money and with jewels’ I made them glad
of heart; and I permitted them to come into the banquet
and in the field of, blood they hazarded their livés. And I
withheld not from them my gold nor my silver. And I edu-
«cated and trained them to arms ; and to alleviate their suffer-
ings I myself shared in their labours and in their hardships,
until with the arm of fortitude and resolution, and with the
unanimity of my chiefs, and my generals, and my warriors, by
the edge of the sword I _6btained possession of the thrones of
seven—and-twenty kings; and became the king and the ruler
-of the kingdoms of Eracen and of Tooraun ; and of Room, and
of Mughrib, and of Shaum ; and of Misar, and of Erank-a-
Arab, and of Ajam ; and of Mauzinduraun, and of Kylaunaut’
and of Shurvaunaut, and of Azeirbjan ; and of Faris, and of
Khorasan ; and of the Dasht of Jitteh, and the Dasht of
Kipchauk ; and of Khauruzm, and of Khotan and of Kabu-
listan ; and of Hindustan, and of Bakhtar Zamin. .

«“And when I clothed myself in the robe of empire, I shut

my eyes to safety, and to the repose which is found on the bed .

~
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of ease. And from the twelfth year of my age I travelled over
countries, and combated difficulties, and formed enterprises,
and vanquished armies; and experienced mutinies amongst
my officers and my soldiers, and was familiarized to the
language of disobedience ; and I opposed them with policy
and with fortitude, and I hazarded my person in the hour of
danger ; until in the end I vanquished kingdoms and empires,
and established the glory of my name.

“Sixthly : By justice and equitp [ gained the affections of
the people of God ; and [ extended my clemency to the guilty
as well as to the innocent ; and [ passed that sentence which
truth required : and by benevolence [ gained a place in the
hearts of nen ; and by rewards and punishments I kept both
my troops and ‘my subjects divided between hope and fear.
And 1 compassionated the lower ranks of my people, and
those who were distressed. And I gave gifts to the soldiers.

“And I delivered the oppressed from the hand of the
oppressor ; and, after proof of the oppression, whether on the
property or the person, the decision which I passed between
them was agreeable to the sacred law. And I did not cause
any one person to suffer for the guilt of another.

*“Those who had done me injuries, who had attacked my
person in battle, and had counteracted my schemes and enter-
prises, when they threw themselves on my mercy, I received
them with kindness ; I conferred on them additional honours,
and [ drew the pen of oblivion over their evil actions. And [
treated them in such sort, that if suspicion remained in their
hearts, it was plucked out entirely.

“Sewventhly : 1 selected out, and treated with esteem and
veneration, the posterity of the Prophet, and the theologians,
and the teachers of the true faith, and the philosophers, and
the historians. And [ loved men of courage and valour ; for
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God Almrghty loveth the brave And ' associdted v;fith good
and learned men’; and 1 gamed therr aﬁectrons, andl en-
treated therr support, and T sought success from their ho]y
prayers And T loved the derv1shes and the poor, and I
Oppressed them not ; neither did I exclude them from my
favour And 1 permitted not the ev1l and the malevolent to
enter into my councrl and I acted not by therr ‘advice ; and
llstened not to their msmuatrons to the pre]udlce of others.

' “Eighthly: 1 acted ‘with resolutlon, and on whatever
undertakmg I resolved I‘made that undertakmg ‘the only
ob]ect of my attentron ; and I wrthdrew not my hand from
that _enterprise, until T-had brought it to a conclusron And I
acted according to that. which 1 saxd . And I, dealt not with
severity towards any one, and'T was not o oppressrve in any of
my actions; that God. Almrghty mlght not deal severely
towards me, nor render my own actlons oppresswe urr‘to me.

“And 1 mqurred of learned men into the laws and re-
gulatrons of ancient princes from the days of Adam to, those
of the Prophet, and from the days of the Prophet down to thls
time. And I weighed their institutions, ‘and their actions, and
their opinions, one by one. And from their approved manners,
and their good qualmes, 1 selected models. And I inquired
into the causes of the subversron of thenr p0wer and I shun-’
ned those actions whrch tend to the destructlon and overthrow
of regal authorrty And from cruelty and from oppressron
which are the destroyers of posterlty, and the Jbringers of
famine and of plagues, I found it was good to abstain. o

“Ninthly : The srtuatlon of my people was known unto
me. ‘And those who were great among. them 1 consrdered as
my brethren and I regarded the poor as my children. And
r made myself acquainted with the tempers and the dlspos1-
tions of the people of every country and of every city. And
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I contracted intimacies with the citizens, and the chiefs, and
the nobles; and I appointed over them governors adapted to-
their manners, and their dispositions, and their wishes.
And I knew the circumstances of the inhabitants of every
province. And in every kingdom I appointed writers of
intelligence, men of truth and integrity, that they might
send me information of the conduct, and the behaviour,
and the actions, and the manners, of the troops and of
the inhabitants, and of every occurrence that might come
to pass amongst them. And if, I discovered aught con-
trary to their information, I inflicted punishment on the
intelligencer ; and every circumstance of cruelty and op-
pression in .the governors, and in the troops, and in the
inhabitants, which reached my ears, I chastised agreeably
to justice and equity.

“Tenthly : Whatever tribe and whatever horde, whether
Turk, or Tauchik, or Arrub, or Ajjum, came in unto me, I
received their chiefs with distinction and respect, and their
followers I honoured according to their degrees and their
stations, and to the good among them I did good, and the
evil I delivered over to their evil actions.

“And whoever attached himself unto me, [ forgot not the
merit of his attachment, and I acted towards him with kind-
ness and generosity ; and whoever had rendered me services, 1
repaid the value of those services unto him. And whoever had
been my enemy, and was ashamed thereof, and' flying to me
for protection humbled himself before me, I forgot his enmity,
and I purchased him with liberality and kindness.

“In such manner Share Behrum, the chief of a tribe, was
along with me. And he left me in the hour of action; and
he united with the enemy, and he drew forth his sword
against me. And at length, my salt, which he had eaten
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seized upon him ; and he again fled to me for refuge, and-:

, humbled himself before me. As he was a man of illustrious.

'descent and of bravery, and of experience, I covered my

eyes from his evil actions ; and I magnified "him, and I ex-
alted him to a superior rank, and I pardoned his dlsloyalty
in consideration of his valour.

“Zleventhly : My children, and my rellations,' and my
associates, and my neighbours, and such as had been con-
nected with me, all these I distinguished in the days of my
fortune and prosperity, and I paid unto them their due. And
with respect to my family, I rent not asunder the bands:
of consanguinity "and mercy.;' and 1 issued not commands.
to slay them or to bind them with chains. |

“And T dealt with every man, whatever the judgfm‘ent I had

. formed of him, according to my own opinion of his worth.

As I had seen much of prosperlty and adversity, and’ had
acquired knowledge and experlence, 1 conducted myself with
cautlon and with policy towards my frlends and towards my
enemies. |

“Twelfthly. Soldiers, .whether associates or adversaries,
I held in esteen ; those who sell their permanent happiness
to perishable honour, and throw themselves into the field of
slaughter and battle, and hazard thelr llves in the hour of
danger.

“And the man who drew his sword on the side of my

-enemy, and committed hostilities against me, and’ preserved

his, fidelity to his master, him I greatly honoured: and when
such a man came unto me, knowing his worth, I classed

» him with my faithful associates ; and I respected and valued

his fidelity and his attachment.
“And the soldier who forgot his.duty and his hénour ‘and
in the hour, of action turned" his face, from his ‘master, -and
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came in unto me, 1 considered as the most detestable of
men.

“And in the war between Touktummish Khan, his ameers
forgot their duty to Touktummish, who was their master and
my foe, and sent proposals and wrote letters unto me. And
T uttered execrations upon them, because, unmindful of that
which they owed their lord, they had thrown aside their
honour and their duty, and came in unto me. I said unto
myself, what fidelity have they observed to their liege lord?
what fidelity will they show unto me?

“And, behold, it was known unto me by experience, tha’
every empire which is not established on morality and religion,
nor strengthened by regulations and laws, from that empire
all order, 'grandeur, and power shall passaway. And that
empire may be likéned unto a naked man, who, when exposed
to view, commandeth the eye of modesty to be covered ; and
it is like unto a house which hath neither roof, nor gates, nor
defences, into which whoever willeth may enter unmolested.

“Therefore, I established the foundation of my empire
on the morality and the religion of Islam ; and by regulations
and laws I gave it stability. And by laws and regulations [
executed every business and every transaction that came
before me in the course of my government.”—

I need not read any further, or I might show your lord-
ships the noble principles, the grand, bold, and manly maxims,
the resolution to abstain from oppression himself, and to
crush it in the governors under him, to be found in this book,
which Mr. Hastings has thought proper to resort to as con-
tzining what he calls arbitrary principles. But it is not in this
instance only that I must do justice to the East. I assert that
their morality is equal to ours, in whatever regards the duties
of governors, fathers, and superiors; and I challenge the
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world‘to show, in any modern European book, more true:
morality and wisdom :than is to be found in the writings of
, Asiatic men in high trust, and who have ‘been counsellors to
princes. If this be the true'morality of Asia, as'T affirm and
«can- prove ‘that’ it is; the plea ‘founded on Mr. Hastings’s
geéographical morality is - annihilated. - Co

T little regard ‘the theories of travellers where they -do
not relate the facts “on which they are:founded. I. have
two instances of ‘facts, attested ‘by Tavernier, a traveller of
power and: consequence: which are very material to be
mentioned here, because they show that in 'some of the
instances recorded, in which the princes - of the country
have used any of those cruel* and barbarous . executions
~which make us execrate them,-it has been upon governors who
have .abused their trust, and that this very “oriental authority,
to which Mr. Hastings appeals, "would have condemned him to
a dreadful punishment. I thank God, and I say it from my
heart; that even for his enormous offences there neither is, nor
<an be, any thing like such punishments.” God. forbid that we
should not as much’detest out\-of-the-way, mad, furiotis, and
unequal punishments, as we detest enormous and abominable
crimes } because a severe and cruel penalty for a crime of a
light nature is as bad and i'niquitous as the crime which it
pretends to punish. As the instances I allude to are curious,
and as they go to the principles of Mr. Hastings'’s defence, I
'shall'beg to quote them. ' '

The first is upon a governor, who did, what Mr. Hastings
says he has a power delegated to him to do; he levied
a-'tax without the consent of his master. “Some years
after my departure from Com (says Zavernier), the governor’
had, of his own accord, and without any communjcation’
with the king, laid a small impost upon every pannier’
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of fruit brought into the city, for the purpose of making
some necessary reparations in the walls and bridges of
the town. It was towards the end of the year 1632 that
the event 1 am going to relate happened. The king, being
mformed of the impost which the governor had laid upon the
fruit, ordered him to be brought in chains to court. The king-
ordered him to be exposed to the people at one of the gates:
of the palace: then he commanded the son to pluck off the
mustachios of his father, to cut off his nose and ears, to put
out his eyes, and then cut off his héad. The king then told
the son to go and take possession of the government of his
father, saying, See, that you govern better than this deceased dog,
or thy doom shall be a death more exquisitely formenting.’

My lords, you are struck with horror, 1 am struck with
horror, at this puhishment. I do not relate it to approve of
such a barbarous act ; but to prove to your lordships, that
whatever power the princes of that country have, they are
jealous of it to such a degree, that, if any of their governors
should levy a tax, even the most insignificant, and for the best
purposes, he meets with a cruel punishment. I do not justify
the punishment ; but the severity of it shows how little of
their power the princes of that country mean to delegate to
their servants, the whole of which the gentleman at your bar
says was delegated to him.

There is another case, a very strong one, and that is
the case of presents, which I understand is a custom
admitted throughout Asia in all their governments. It was
of a person who was raised to a high office ; no business
was suffered to come before him without a previous present.
“One morning, the king being at this time on a hunting
pasty, the nazar came to the tent of the king, but was
denied entrance by the mefer, or master of the wardrobe.
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About the same time the king camé forth, and, seeing
the. nazar, commanded his officers to take off the bonnet
from the head of that' dog, that took gifts from his people ;: b
and that he should sit three days bareheaded in the heat
of the sun, and as many nights in the air. Afterwards he.
caused him to 'be chained about the neck and arms, and
condemned him to perpetual imprisonment, with a' mamoudy
a day for his maintenance ; but he died for grief within eight
days after he was put in prison.” )

Do I mean, by reading this to your lordships, to express
or intimate an approbation either of the cruelty of the punish-
ment or of the coarse barbarism of the language ? neither:
one nor thé other. I produce it to your lordships to prove
. to you from this dreadful example the ‘horror which that
government felt when any person subject to it assumed tO-
himself 'a privilege to receive. presents The cruelty and
severity exercised by these princes is not levelled at the _poor
unfortunate people who complain at their gates, but, to use
their own barbarous expression, /o dogs that impose taxes' and’
take presents—God forbid I should use that language. The
. people, when they complain, are not called dogs and sent
away, but the governors, who do these things against the:
people ; ‘they are called dogs, and treated in that cruel:
manner. I iquote them to show, that no governors in the
East, upon any principle of their constitution, or any good.
practice of their government, can lay arbitrary imposts or,
receive presents. When they escape it is probably by bnbery,
by corruption, by creatihg factions for themselves in the-
seraélio, in the country, in the army,.in the divan. But how:
they escape such punishments is not my business to inquire ;.
it is enough for me, that the constitution disavows them, that
. the princes of thé: country disavow them ; that they revile:
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them with the most horrible expressions, and inflict dreadful
punishments on them, when they are _called to answer for
these offences.

Thus much concerning the Mahomedan laws of Asia.
That the people of Asia have no laws, rights, or liberty,
is a doctrine that wickedly is to be disseminated through
this country. But 1 again assert, every Mahomedan govern-
ment is by its principles a government of law.

I shall now state, from what is known of the government
of India. tF 't it does not and cannot delegate (as Mr. Hastings
has fre.uently declared) the whole of its powers and authority
to him. If they are absolute, as they must be in the supreme
power, they ought to be arbitrary in none ; they were, however,
never absolute in any of their subordinate parts, and 1 will
prove it by the known provincial constitutions of Hindustan,
which are all Mahomedan, the laws of which are ; clear, as
explicit, and as learned as ours.

The first foundation of their law is the Koran. The next
part is the Feifa, or adjudged cases by proper authority,
well known there. The next, the written interpretations of the
principles of jurisprudence ; and their books are as numerous
upon the principles of jurisprudence as in any country in
Europe. The next part of their law is what they call the
Kanon, that is, a positive rule equivalent to Acts of Parliament,
the law of the several powers of the country, taken from the
Greek word Kanon, which was brought into their country, and
is well known. The next is the Rage u/ Mulk, or common
law and custom of the kingdom, equivalent to our common
law. Therefore they have laws from more sources than we
have, exactly in the same order, grounded upon the same
authority, fundamentally fixed to be administered to the people
upon these principles. :
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The next thing is to show, that in India there is a
partition of the powers of the government, which proves that
there “is no absolute power delegated.

In every province the first person is the subhadar or nazim,
or viceroy : he has the power of the sword, and thé adminis-
tration of criminal justice only. Then there is the dewan, or-

high steward ; he has the revenue, and all exchequer causes,

under him, to be governed according to the law, and custom,
and institutions of the kingdom.

The law of inheritances, successions, and everything that
relates to them, is under the cidi, in whose court these matters.
are tried. But this too was subdivided. The cidi could not
judge, but by the advice of his assessors. Properly in the-
Mahomedan law there is no appeal, only a removal of the
cause ; but when there is no judgment, as none can be when
the court is not unanimous, it\ goes to the general asse}xlbly
of all the men of the law. .

. There are, I will venture to say, other divisions and subdivi-
sions ; for there are the kanongoes, who hold their blaces for life,
to be the conservators of the canons, customs, and good usages
of the countrys; all these, as well as the cidi and the mufti, hold
their places and situations, not during the wanton pleasure of
the prince, but on permanent and fixed! terms, for life. AH
these powers of magistracy, revenue, and law, are all diffe’rent,
consequently not delegated in the whdle to any one person.
This is the provmcml constitution, and these the Ia.ws of
Bengal, which proves, if there were no other proof, by the
division of the functlons and authorities, that the supreme
power of the state in the Mogul empxre .did by no means
delegate to any of its oﬂicers the supreme power in its. fulness
Whether or no we have delegated to Mr. Hastmgs the

_supreme power of Km‘g and Parllament ' that, he shouId act.
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with the plenitude of authority of the British legislature, you
are to judge.

Mr. Hastings has no refuge here. Let him run from law
to law ; let him fly from the common law and the sacred insti-
tutions of the country in which he was born ; let him fly from
Acts of Parliament, from which his power originated ; let him
plead his 1ignorance of them, or fly in the face of them. Will
he fly to the Mahomedan law ?-—that condemns him. Will he
fly to the high magistracy of Asia to defend taking of presents ¢
Padshih and the sultan would condemn him to a cruel death.
Will he fly to the suphis, to the laws of Persia, or to the
practice of those monarchs? 1 cannot utter the pains, the
tortures, that would be inflicted on him, if he were to govern
there as he has done in a British province! ILet him fly where
he will, from law to law;—law (I thank God) meets him
everywhere, and enforced too by the practice of the most
impious tyrants, which he quotes as if it would justify his
conduct. I would as willingly have him tried by the law of
the Koran, or the Institutes of Tamerlane, as on the common
law or statute law of this kingdom.

The next question is, whether the Hindu laws justify
arbitrary power ; and, if he finds any sanctuary there, let him
‘take it, with the cow, in the pagoda. The Hindus have a law,
which positively proscribes in magistrates any idea of will,— a
law with which, or rather with extracts of it, that gentleman
himself has furnished us. These people in many points are
governed by their own ancient written law, called the Skasiras.
Its interpreters and judges are the pandits. This law is com-

“ prehensive, extending to all the concerns of life, affording
principles, and maxims, and legal theories, applicable to all
«cases, drawn from the sources of natural equity, modified by
their institutions, full of refinement and subtilty of distinction
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" equal to that of any other law, and has the grand test of all
law, that, wherever it has prevailed, the country has been
populous, flourishing, and happy. : -

Upon the whole, then, follow him where you will,—let
him have eastern or;we_stern law, you find everywhere arbitrary
power and peculation of governors proscribed and horribly
punished :—more so than I should ever wish to punish any,
the most guilty, human creature. And if this be the case, as
I hope and trust it hag been proved to your lordships, that
there is law in these countries, that there is no delegation of
power which exempts 2 governor from the law, then I say at
.any rate a British governor is to answer for his conduct, and:
cannot be justified by wicked examples and profligate practices.

But another thing which he says is, that he wadleft to himself
to govern himself by his own practice ; that is to say, when
he had taken one bribe, he might take another ;—when he had
Tobbed one man of his property, he might rob another ; when
he had imprisoned one man arbitrarily, and extorted money
+«from him, he might do so by another. ‘He resorts at first to
the practice of barbarians and usu'rpers..; at last he. comes to
‘his own. Now, if your lordships will try him by such maxims
-and principles, he is certainly clear ;. for there is no manner
of doubt, that there is nothing he has practised once which he
has not practised again; and therw the repetition of crimes
becomes the means of hi§ indemnity.

The next pleas he urges are not so’ much in bar of the
impeachment, as in extenuation. The first are to be laid by
as claims to be made on motion for arrest of judgment, the
others as an extenuation or mitigation of his finé. He says,
:and with a kind of triumph, the ministry of this country have
great legal assistance ; commercial lights of the greatest com-
me‘rcial city in the world ; the greatest generais'a‘nd officers

’ .}
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to guide and direct them in military affairs: whereas I, poor
man, was sent almost a school-boy from England, or at least
little better ;—sent to find my way in that new world as well as
I could. I had no men of the law, no legal assistance, to
supply my deficiencies. At Sphingem habebas domi. Had he
not the chief justice, the tamed and domesticated chief justice,
who waited on him like a familiar spirit, whom he takes from
province to province, his amanuensis at home, his postillion
and riding express abroad ? .

Such a declaration would in some measure suit persons who
had acted much otherwise than Mr. Hastings. When a
man pleads ignqrance in justification of his conduct, it ought to
be an humble, modest, unpresuming ignorance,—an ignorance
which may have made him lex and timid in the exeicise of
his duty ;—but an assuming, rash, presumptuous, confident,
daring, desperate, and disobedient ignorance heightens every
crime that it accompanies. Mr. Hastings, if through ignor-
ance he left some of the Company’s orders unexecuted becucse
he did not understand them, might well say 7 was an ignorant
man,and these things were above my capacity. But when he
understands them, and when he declares he will not obey them
positively and dogmatically,—when he says, as he has said,
and we shall prove it, tkas ke never succeeds better than when
he acls in an utler defiance of those orders, and sets at nought
the laws of his country,—I believe this will not be thought
the language of an ignorant man. But [ beg your lordships’
pardon ; it is the language of an ignorant man; for no man,
who was not full of a bold, determined, profligate ignorance,
could ever think of such a system of defence. He quitted
West-minister School almost a boy. We have reason to
regret that he did not finish his education in that noble semi-
nary, which bas given so many: luminaries to the church, and
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ornaments to the state.- Greatly it,is to be lamented, that he
did not go to those universities [where arbitrary power will,
I hope, never be heard of ; but the true principles of religion,
of liberty, and law, will ever be inculcated], insteadl of study-
ng in the school of Cossim Ally Cawn.

If he had lived with us, he would have quoted the
examples of Cicero in his government ; he would have quoted
several of the sacred and holy prophets, and made /hem his
example. His want of learning, profane as well as sacred,
reduces him to the necess'ity of appealing to every name and
authority of barbarism, tyranny, and usurpation that are to be
found ; and from these he says, from the practice of ome part
of Asia or other I have taken my rule. But your lordships‘will
show him, that in Asia, as well as in Europe, the same law of
nations prevails ; the same principles are continually Tesorted
to ; and the same maxims sacredly held and strenuously main-
tained ; and, however disobeyed,; no man suffers from the
breach of them, who does not know how and where to com-
plain of that breach ;—that Asia is enlightened in that respect
as well as Europe ; but, if it were totally blinded, that England
would send out governors to teach them better ; and that he
must justity himself to the piety, the truth, the faith. of
England ; and not by having recourse to the crimes and
criminals of other cour}tries, to the barb?.rous tyranny of Asia,
or any other part of the world.

I will go further with Mr. Hastings, and admit, that if
there be a boy in the fourth form of Westminister School or
any school in England, who does not know, when these
articles are read to him, that he has been guilty of gross and
enormous crimes, he may have the shelter of his present °
plea, as far as it will serve him. There are none of us,
thank God, so uninstructed, who have learned our catechisms

10
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or the first elements of Christianity, who does not know that
such conduct is not to be justified, and least of all by
examples. ‘

There is another topic he takes up more seriously, and as a
general rebutter to the charge ;—says he, “After a great many of
these practices with which I am charged, Parliament appointed
me to my trust, and consequently has acquitted me.” Has it, my
lords? I am bold to say, that the Commons are wholly guilt-
less of this charge. I will admit, if Parliament on a full state
of his offences, before them, and full examination of those
offences, had appointed him to the government, that then the
people of India and Lngland would have just reason to ex-
claim against so fagitious a proceeding. A sense of propriety
and decorum might have restrained us from prosecuting.
They might have been restrained by some sort of decorum
from pursuing him criminally. But the Commons stand before
your lordships without shame. First, in their name we so-
lemnly assure your lordships, that we had not in our parlia-
mentary capacity (and most of us—myself, I can say surely,
heard very little, and that in confused rumours) the slightest
knowledge of any of the acts charged upon this criminal at
either of the times of his being appointed to office ; and that
we were not guwlty of the nefarious act of collusion and
flagitious breach of trust, with which he presumes obliquely to
charge us; but from the moment we knew them, we never
ceased to condemn them by reports, by votes, by resolutions;
and that we admonished, and declared it to be the duty of the
court of directors to take measures for his recall ; and when
frustrated in the way known to that court, we then proceeded
to an inquiry. Your lordships know whether you were better
informed. We are, therefore, neither guilty of the precedent
crime of colluding with the criminal, nor the subsequent
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indecorum of prosecuting what we had virtually and practically
approved. :

Secondly; several of his worst crimes have been com-#’
mitted since the last parliamentary renewal of his trust, as
-appears by the dates in the charge. '

But I believe, my lords, the judges—judges to others,
grave and weighty counsellors and assistants to your lord-
ships,~will not on - reference assert to your lordships,
which God forbid, and we cannot conceive, or hardly state
in argument, if but for arghment, that if one of the judges
.had received bribes before .his appointment to a higher

* judiciary office, he would not still be open to prosecution.

So far from admitting it as a plea 'm.bal:, we charge,
and we hope your lordships will find it an extreme aggravation
of his offences, that no favours heaped upon him could make’
him grateful, no renewed and repeated trusts could make him
faithful and honest. '

We have now gone through most of the general topics.

But,—he is not responsible, as being thankéd\\by the court
of directors. He has had the thanks and approbation of the
India Company for his services. We know too well here, I
trust the world knows,—and you will always assert, that a
pardon from, the crown isgnot pleadable here, that it cannot
bar the impeacliment of the Commons ; much less a pardon of
the East-India Company, though it may-involve them in guilt,
which might induce us to punish them for such a pardon.
if any corporation by collusion with criminals refuse to do

. their duty in coercing them, the magistrates are answerable.

It is the use, virtue, and efficacy of parliamentary
judicial procedure, that it puts an end to this dominion of
faction, intrigue, cabal, and clandestine intelligences. The
acts of men are put to their proper test, and the works of

’
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darkness tried in the face of day— not the corrupted opinions
of others on them, but their own intrinsic merits. We charge
it as his crime, that he bribed the court of directorsto thank
him for what they had condemned as breaches of his duty.

The East-India Company, it is true, have thanked him.
They ought not to have done it; and it is a reflection upon
their character that they did it. But the directors praise him
in the gross, after having condemned each act in detail. His
actions are af/, every one, censured one by one as they arise.
I do not recollect any one transactic;n, few there are I am sure,
in the whole body of that succession of crimes now brought
before you for your judgment, in which the India Company
have not gensured-him. Nay, in one instance he pleads their
censure in bar of 'this trial ;~ for he says, “In that censure I
have already received my punishment.” If, for aany other
reasons, they come and say, “We thank you, Sir, for all your
services:' To that I answer yes; and I would thank him
for his services too, if I knew them. But I do not;--perhaps
they do. Let them thank him for those services. I am ordered
to prosecute him for these crimes. Here, therefore, we are
on a balance with the India Company ; and your lordships
may perhaps think it some addition to his crimes, that he has
found means to obtain the thanks of the India Company for
the whole of his conduct, at the same time that their records
are full of constant, uniform, particular censure and repro-
bation of every one of those acts for which he now stinds
accused.

He says there is the testimony of Indian princes in his
favour. DBut do we not know how seals are obtained in that
country ? do we not know how those princes are imposed

* See Mr. Hastings’s answer to the first charge.
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apon ? do we not know the subjection and - thraldom in which
‘they are held, and that they are obliged to return thanks for
the sufferings which they have telt? I believe your lordships
will think that there is not, with regard to some of these
princes, a more dreadful thing that can be said of them, than
that he has obtained their thanks.

I understand he has obtained the thanks of the miserable
princesses of Oude, whom he has cruelly imprisoned,
whose treasure he has sejzed, and whose eunucls he has
tortured.* .

Th.ey thank him for going away. They thank him for
leaving them the smallest trifle of their subsistence; and
. X venture to say, if he wanted a hundred *more panegyrics,
‘provided he never came again among them, he might have
them. I understand that Mahdajee Scindia has made his

. panegyric too. Mahdajee Scindia has not made his panegyric '

‘for nothing ; for, if your lordships will suffer him to enter
into such a justification, we shall prove :that he has sacri-
ficed the dignity of this country, and the interests of all

its alljes, to that prince. . We appear here neither with pane-
" gyric nor with satire ; it is for substantial crimes we bring him
before you, and amongst others for cruelly using persons of
the highest rank ‘and consideration in India ; and, when we
prove he has cruelly injuied them, you will think the pane-
gyrics either gross forgeries or most miserable ao'gravatxons of
‘his offences, since they show the abject and dreadful state into
which he has driven those people. For, let it be proved that
1 have cruelly robbed and maltreated any persons, if I produce

" .a certificate from them of my good behaviour, would it not be"

* A Latin sentence, which was quoted here, is omltted in
the M. S. of the short-hand wrlter Ed.
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a corroborative proof of the terror into which those persons
are thrown by my misconduct ?

My lords, these are, I believe, the general grounds of our
charge ;—I have now closed completely, and I hope to your
lordships’ satisfaction, the whole body of history of which T’
wished to put your lordships in possession. I do not mean,
that many of your lordships may not have known it more
perfectly by your own previous inquiries ; but bringing to
your remembrance the state of the circumstances of the
persons with whom he acted, the persons and power he has
abused,—I have gone to the principles he maintains, the
precedents he quotes, the laws and authorities which he re-
fuses to abide by: and those on which he relies, and at last T’
have refuted all those pleas in bar, on which he depends, and
for the effect of which he presumes on the indulgence and
patience of this country, or on the corruption of some persons
in it. And here I close what I had to say upon this subject ;
wishing and hoping that when I open before your lordships
the case more particularly, so as to state rather a plan of the
proceeding, than the direct proof of the crimes, your lordships™
will hear me with the same goodness and indulgence I have
hitherto experienced ; that you will consider, if I have detained
you long, it was not with a view of exhausting my own
strength, or putting your patience to too severe a trial; but
from the sense I feel, that it is the most difficult and the most
complicated cause that was ever brought before any human
tribunal. Therefore I was resolved to bring the whole subs-
tantially before you. And now, if your lordships will permit
me, I will state the method of my future proceeding, and the
future proceeding of the gentlemen assisting me.

I mean first to bring before you the crimes as they are
classed and are of the same species and genus; and how they
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mutually arose from one another. I shall first show; that Mr.
Hastings’s crimes had root in that which is the root of all evil,
I mean avarice; that avarice and rapacity were the ground-
work and foundation of all his.other vicious system; that  he
showed it in setting to sale the native government of the
country ; in setting to sale the whole landed interest of the
country ; in setting to sale the British government and his own
fellow servants, to the basest and wickedest of mankind. T
shall then show your lordghips, that when, in consequence of
such a body of corruption and peculation, he justly dreaded the ‘
“indignation of his country, and the vengeance of its laws, in
order to raise himself a faction, embodied by the same guilt,
and rewarded in the same manner, he has with 'a most aban-
doned profusion thrown away the revenues of the country to
form such a faction here. :

I,sh\all next show your lordships, that, having exhausted
the resources of the Company, and brought it to extreme
difficulties within, he has looked to his exfernal resources, as
he calls them. He has gone up into the country. I will
show, that he has plundered, or attempted to plunder, every
pe'rson dependent upon, connected, or allied with this country.

We shall afterwards show what infinite mischief has
followed in the-case of Benares, upon which he first laid
his hands ; next, in the case of the Begums of Qude.

We shall then lay before you -the profligate system by
which he endeavoured to oppress that country, first by re-
sidents, next by spies under the name of British agents;
‘and lastly, that, pursuing his way up to the mountains, he
has found out one miserable chief, whose crimes were the .
prosperity of his country ; that him he endeavoured to torture
and destroy,—I do not mean in his body, but by exhausting
the treasures which he kept for the benefit of his people.

’
\
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In short, having shown your lordships that no man, who
is in his power, is safe from his arbitrary will ; that no man,
within or without, friend, ally, rival, has been safe from him ;
having brought it to this point—if I am not able in my own
person immediately to go up into the country, and show the
ramifications of the system (I hope and trust 1 shall be spared
to take my part in pursuing him through both, if | am not),
I shall go at least to the root of it ; and some other gentleman,
with a thousand times more ability than T possess, will take
up each separate part in its proper order. And I believe it is
proposed by the managers, that one of them shall, as soon as -
possible, begin with the affair of Benares.

The p,oint.l now mean first to bring before your lord-
ships is the corruption of Mr. Hastings, his system of pecula-
tion and bribery.; and to show your lordships the horrible
consequences which resulted from it : for, at first sight, bribery
and peculation do not seem to be so horrid a matter ; they
may - seem to be only the transferring a little money out of
one pocket into another ; but I shall! show, tkhat by sucha
system of bribery the country is undone.

I shall inform your lordships in the best manner ! can,
and afterwards submit the whole, as I do with a cheerful
heart and with an easy and assured security, to that justice
which is the security for all the other justice in the kingdom.
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~

A Corrupr SYSTEM,

My Lorps,—The gentlemen who are appointed by the
Commons to manage this prosecation have directed me to
inform your lordships, that they have very carefully and atten-
tively weighed the magnitude of the subject which they bring
before you, with the time which the nature ar'd c1rcumstances
of affairs allow for their conducting it. ,

My lords, on that comparison they are. ‘very apprehensive,
that if I should go very largely into a preliminary explanation
of the several matters in charge, it might be to the prejudice
of an early trial of the substantial merits of each article. We
have weighed and considered this maturely. We have com-
pared exactly the time with the matter, and we have found
that we are obliged to do, as all men must do who would
manage their affairs practicably, to make our opinion of what
might be most advantageous to the business conform to the
time that is left to perform it in. We must, as all men miist, '
submit affairs to time, and not think of making time conform
to our wishes: and therefore, my lords, I very willingly fall
in with the mclmatxons of the gentlemen with whom I have the
honour to act, to come as soon as possible to close ﬁghtmg, .
and to grapple immediately and duectly with the corruptions
-of India ; to bring before your lordshlps the direct articles ;
{0 apply the evidence to the articles, and to bring the
matter forward for your lordships’ decision in that manner
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which the confidence we have in the justice of our cause
demands from the Commons of Great Britain.

My lords, these are the opinions of those with whom I
have the honour to act, and in their opinions I readily acqui-
esce. For I am far from wising to waste any of your lordships’
time upon any matter merely through any opinion I have of
the nature of the business, when at the same time I find, that
in the opinion of others it might militate against the production
of its full, proper, and (if I may so say) its immediate effect.

It was my design to class the crimes of the late Governor

" of Bengal—to show their mutual bearings—how they were

.

mutually aided and grew and were formed out of each other.
I proposed first of all to show your lordships, that they have
their root in that which is the origin of all evil, avarice and
rapacity—to show how that led to prodigality of the public
money-—and how prodigality of the public money, by wasting
the treasures of the East-India Company, furnished an excuse
10 the Governor-General to break its faith, to violate all its
most solemn engagements, and to fall with a hand of stern,
terocious, and unrelenting rapacity upon all the allies and
dependencies of the Company. But I shall be obliged in
some measure to abridge this plan; and as your lordships
already possess, from what I had the honour to state on
Saturday, a general view of this matter, you will be in a condi-
tion to pursue it when the several articles are presented.

My lords, I have to state to-day the root of all these
misdemeanours—namely, the pecuniary corruption and avarice
which gave rise and primary motion to all the rest of the
delinquencies charged to be committed by the Governor-
General.

My lords, pecuniary corruption forms not only, as your
lordships will observe in the charges before you, an article of
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charge by itself, but likewise so intermixes with the whole,
that'it is necessary to give, in the best manner I am able,
a history of that corrupt system which brought on all the
subsequent acts of corruption. I will venture to say, there is
no one act, in which tyranny, malice, cruelty, and oppression
can be charged, that does not at the same time carry evident
marks of pecuniary corruption.

1 stated to your lordships on Saturday last the principles
upon which Mr, Hastings governed  his conduct in India,
and upon which he- grounds his defence. These may all
be reduced to one short word, ardifrary power. My
lords, if Mr. Hastings had contended, as ether men have,
often done, that the system of government* which he
patronizes, and on which he acted, was- a system tending
on the whole to the blessing and benefit of mankind,
possibly something might bé said for him for setting up so
wild, absurd, irrational, and wicked a system. Something
might be said to qualify the act from the intention ; but it is
singular in this man, that at the time he tells you he acted on
the principles of arbitrary power, he takes care to inform you
that he was not blind to the consequences. Mr. Hastings
foresaw that the consequences of this system was corruption.
‘An arbitrary system indeed must always be a corrupt one.
My lords, there never was a man who thought he had no law
but his own will, who did not soon find that he had no end
but his own profit. Corruption and arbitrary power are of .
natural unequivocal generation, necessarily producing one -
another. Mr. Hastings foresees the abusive and corrupt
consequences, and then he justifies his conduct upon the
hecessities of that system. These are things which are new
in the world for there never was a man, I believe, who
‘contended for arbxtrary power (and there have been persons
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wicked and foolish enough to contend for it), that did not
pretend, either that the system was good in itself, or that by
their conduct they had mitigated or had purified it; and that
the poison by passing through their constitution had acquired
salutary properties. But if you look at his defence before
the Iouse of Commons, you will see that that very system
upon which he governed, and under which he now justifies
his actions, did appear to himself a system pregnant with a
thousand evils and a thousand mischiefs.

The next thing that is remarkable and singular in the
principles upon which the Governor-General acted, is, that
when he is engaged in a vicious system, which clearly leads
to evil consequences, he thinks himself bound to realize all
the evil consequences involved in that system. All other
men have taken a directly contrary course; they have said,
I have been engaged in an evil system, that led indeed to
mischievous consequences, but I have taken care by my own
virtues to prevent the evils of the system under which I acted.

We say then, not only that he governed arbitrarily, but
corruptly, that is to say, that he was a giver and receiver of
bribes, and formed a system for the purpose of giving and
receiving them. We wish your lordships distinctly to consider,
that he did not only give and receive bribes accidentally, as it
happened, without any system and design, merely as the
opportunity or momentary temptation of profit urged him to
it, but that he has formed plans and systems of government
for the very purpose of accumulating bribes and presents to
himself. This system of Mr. Hastings’s government is such
a one, I believe,ias the British nation in particular will disown ;
for I will venture to say, that, if there is any one thing which
distinguishes this nation eminently above another, it is that in
its offices at home, both judicial and in the state, there is less



WARREN HASTINGS ; STH DAY, 17TH FEBY., 1788 157

suspicion of pecuniary corruption attaching to them than
to any similar offices in any part of the globe, or that have
existed at any time ; so that he who would set up a system
of corruption, and attempt to justify it upon the principle of
ut'ility, that man is staining not only the nature and character
of office, but that which is the peculiar glory of the official
and judicial c¢haracter of this country; and therefore in this
House, which is eminently the guardian of the purity of all
the offices of this kingdom, he ought to be called eminently
and peculiarly to account. There are many things undoubt-
edly in crimes which make them frightful and odious; but
bribery, filthy hands, a chief governor of a great empire re-
ceiving bribes from poor, miserable, indigént people, this is
what makes government itself base, contemptlble, and odious
in the eyes of mankind. '

My lords, it is certain that even tyranny itself may find
some specious colour, and appear as more severe and rigid
execution of  justice. Religious persecution may shield itself
under the guise of a mistaken and over-zealous piety. Con-
quest may cover its baldness with its own laurels, and the
ambition of the conqueror may be hid in the secrets of his
own heart under a veil of benevolence, and make him imagine
he is bringing temporary desolation upon 2 countr, only to-
promote its ultimate advantage and his own glory. But in )
the principles of that governor who makes nothing but money
his object, there can be nothing of this. There are here none
of those speciods delusions that look like virtues, to veil
either thé igoverned or the governor. If you look at Mr.
Hastings’s merits, as he calls them, what are they ? Did he
improve the internal state of the government by great reforms ?
No such thing ; or by a wise and incorrupt administration of
justice? No.—Has he enlarged the boundary of our

1
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government ? No ; there are but too strong proofs of his
lessening it. But his pretensions to merit are, that he
squeezed more money out of the inhabitants of the country
than other persons could have done,—money got by oppres-
sion, violence, extortion from the poor, or the heavy hand
of power upon the rich and great.

These are his merits. What we charge as his demerits
are all of the same nature ; for though there is undoubtedly
oppression, breach of faith, cruelty, perfidy, charged upon
him, yet the great ruling principle of the whole, and that
from which you can never have an act free, is money ; it is
the vice of base avarice, which never is, nor ever appears
even to the prejudices of mankind to be, anything like a
virtue. Our desiré of acquiring sovereignty in India un-
doubtedly originated first in ideas of safety and necessity ;
its next step was a step of ambition. That ambition as
generally happens in conquest, was followed by gains of
money ; but afterwards there was no mixture at all,—it was,
during Mr, Hastings's time altogether a business of money.
1f he has extirpated a mnation, I will not say whether
properly or improperly, it is because (says he) you have all
the benefit of conquest without expense, you have got a
large sum of money from the people, and you may leave
them to be governed by whom and as they will. This is
directly contrary to the principles of conquerors. If he has
at any time taken any money from the dependencies of the
Company, he does not pretend that it was obtained from
their zeal and affection to our cause, or that it made their
ssubmission more complete ; very far from it. He says, they
ought to be independent, and all that you have to do is to
squeeze money from them. In short, money is the begin-
ning, the middle, and the end of every kind of act done by
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* Mr~Hastings—pretendedly for the Company, but really for
himself. !
Having said so much sabout the origin, the first
principle both of that which he makes his merit and which
we charge as his demerit, the next step is, that I should lay
open to your lordships, as clearly as I can, what the sense
of his employers, “the East-India Company, and what the
sense of the legislature itsel! has _beén upon those merits and
demerits of money. |
My lords, the Combany, knowing that these money
transactions were likely to subvert that empire which was
first established upon them, did, in the year 1763, send out
a body of the strongest and most solemn covenaqts to their
servants, that they should take no presents from the country
powérs under any name orAdescription, except those things
which were publicly and openly taken for the use of the
Company, namely, Zerrifories or sums of money which might
be obtained by treaty. They distinguished such presents as
were taken from any perséms privately and unknown “to
them, and without. their authority, from subsidies ; and that
this is. the true nature and construction of their order, I
shall contend, and explain afterwards to your lordships.
They have said, nothing shall be taken for their private
use; for though in that and in every state there may " be
subsidiary treaties, by which’ sums of money may be
received, yet they forbid their servants, their governors,
whatever apphcatlon they might pretend to make of them,
© to receive, under any other name or pretence, more than a
certain marked simple sum of money, and this not without
the consent and permission of the presidency to which they
belong. This is the substance, the principle, and the spirit
-of -the covenants, and will show your lordships how

¥
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radicated an evil this of bribery and presents was judged
to be.

When these covenants arrived in India, the servants
retused at first to execute them ; and suspended the execu-
tion of them till they had enriched themselves with presents,
Eleven roonths elapsed, and it was not till Lord Clive
reached the place of his destination that the covenants were
executed ; and they were not executed then without some
degree of force. Soon afterwards the treaty was made with
the country powers, by which Shuja ud Daula was re-
established in the province of Qude, and paid a sum of
4500600 to the Company for it. [t was a public payment,
and there was ‘not.a suspicion that a single shilling of private
emolument attended it. But whether Mr. Hastings had
the example of others or not, their example could not justify
his briberies. He was sent there to put an end to all those
¢e«amples. The Company did expressly vest him with that
power. They declared at that time, that the wiole of their
service was totally corrupted by bribes and presents, and by
extravagance and luxury, which partly gave rise to them ;
and these in their turn enabled them to pursue those
excesses. [hey not only reposed trust in the integrity of
Mr, Hastings, but reposed trust in his remarkable frugality
and order in his affairs, which they considered as things
that distinguished his character. But in his defence we
have him quite in another character, no longer the frugal,
attentive servant bred to business, bred to book-keeping, as
all the Company's servants are ; he now knows nothing of
his own affairs, knows not whether he is rich or poor, knows
not what he has in the world. Nay, people are brought
forward to say, that they know better than he does what
his affairs are. He is not like a careful man, bred in a
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counting-house, .and l;y the directors put into an office of the
highest trust on account of the regularity of his affairs ; he .is
like one buried in the contemplation of his stars, and knows»
nothing of the things in this world. It was then on account
of an idea of his great integrity that the Company put him into
this situation. Since that he has thought proper to justify
himself, not by clearing himself of receiving bribes, but by
saying that no bad consequences resulted from it, and that, if
any such evil consequenceg did arise from it, they arose rather
“fromi his inattention to money than from his desire of acquir-
i%lg it, - ) ‘ .

T have stated to your lordships the nature of the covenants
which the East-India Compar{y sent out. °*Afterwards, when
they found their servants had refused fo execute these
covenants, they not only very severely reprehended even a
moment’s delay in their execution, and threatened the exact-
ing the most strict and rigorous performance of them, but -
they sent a commission to enforce the observance of them
more strongly ; and that commission had it specially in charge
never to receive presents. They.-never sent out a person to
India without recognising the grievance, and without ordering

«that presents should not be received, as the maf'n fundamental
part of their duty, and upon which all the rest depended, as it
certainly must ; for persons at the head of government should
not encourage that by example, which they ought by precept,
authority, and force to restrain in all below them. That
commission failing, another commission was preparing to be
sent out with the same instructions, when an act of Parliament
took " it up ax;d that act, which gave Mr. Hastings power, did
mould in the very first stamina of his power ‘this principle in
"words the most clear and forcible that an act of Parliament
" could possibly devise upon the subject. .And that act was
II '

-
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made not only upon a general knowledge of the grievance,
but your lordships will see in the reports of that time, that
Parliament had directly in view before them the whole of that
monstrous head of corruption under the name of presents,
and all the monstrous consequences that followed it.

Now, my lords, every office of trust in its very nature
forbids the receipt of bribes. .But Mr. Hastings was for-
bidden it, first by his official situation, next by convenant,
and lastly by act of Parliament~that is to say, by all
the things that bind mankind, or that bind them ;—first
moral obligation inherent in the duty of their office ; next, the
positive injunctions of the legislature of the country ; and lastly
a man’s own privite, particalar, voluntary act and covenant.
These three, the great and only obligations that bind mankind,
all united in the focus of this single point—that they should
take no presents.

I am to mark to your lordships, that this law and this
covenant did consider indirect ways of taking presents—taking
them by others, and such like—directly in the very same light
as they considered taking them by themselves. It is perhaps a
much more dangerous way, because it adds to the crime a false,
prevaricating mode of concealing it, and makes it much more
mischievous by admitting others into the participation of it.
Mr. Hastings has said, and it is one of the general complaints
of Mr. Hastings, that he is made answerable for the acts of
other men. It is a thing inherent in the nature of his situa-
tion. All thase who enjoy a great superintending trust, which
is to regulate the whole affairs of an empire, are responsible
for the acts and conduct of other men, so far as they had any-
thing to do with appointing them, or holding them in their
places, on having any sort of inspection into their conduct.

But when a governor presumes to remove from their situa-
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tions those persons whom the public authority and sanction
of the Company have apppointed, and obtrudes upon them by
violence other persons, superseding the orders of his masters,
Ae becomes doubly responsible for their conduct. If the
persons he nameés should be of  notorious evil character and
-evil principles, and if this should be perfectly known to him-
self, and of public notoriety to the rest of the world, then
- another strong responsibility attaches on him for the acts of

" #those persons. . . -
Governors, we know very well, cannot with their own
hands be continually receiving bribes; for then they must
. have 'as many hands as one of the idols in an indian temple,
4n order to receive all the bribes which a govérnor-general may
receive ; but they have them vicariously. As there are many
foﬁices, so he has had various officers, for receiving and dis-
“gributing his bribes ; he has had a great many, some white and
-some black agents. . The white men are loose and licentious ;
-they are apt to have resentments, and to be bold in revenging
sthem, The black men are very secret and. mysterious ; they
are not apt to have very quick resentments ; they have not .the
same liberty and boldness of\ language which characterize
Europeans ; and they have fears too for themselves, which
makes it more likely-that they will ‘conceal anything com-
mitted to them by‘ Europeans.* Therefore Mr. Hastings had
-his black agents, not one, two, three, but many, disseminated
-through the country ; no two of them hardly appear to be in
the secret of any one bribe. He has had likewise his white
-agents—they were necessary—a Mr. Larkins and a Mr. Crofts.
. Mr. Crofts was sub-treasurer, and Mr. Larkins accountaht-
general. These were the lagt 'persons of all ~others that
should have had anything to do with bribes, yet these
‘were some of his agents in bribery. ;I‘here‘ aré few instances

¥
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.n comparison of the whole number of bribes, but there
are some, where two men are in the secret of the same
bribe. Nay, it appears that there was one bribe divided
into different paymentsat different times- that one part was
committed to one black secretary, another part to another
black secretary. So that, it is almost impossible to make up
+ complete body of all his bribery : you may find the scattered
tiimbs, some here and others there ; and while you are employ-
«d in picking them up, he may escape entirely in a prosecu-
:ion"for the whole.

Confiscation of Land.
. 2

The .first act* of his government in Bengs’ was the most
anld and extraordinary that I believe ever entered into the
avad of any man,--I will say, of any tyrant. It was no more
» 238 than a general (almost exceptless) confiscation, in time
4+ nrofound peace, of all the landed property in Bengal upon
-noasy extraordinary pretences. Strange as this may appear,
4+ Jid so confiscate it; he put it up to a pretended public, in
rea'’ty to a private corrupt, auction ; and such favoured land-
hraders as came to it were obliged to consider themselves as
art any longer proprietors of the estates, but to recognise
themselves as farmers under government ; and even those few
+ha: were permitted to remain on their estates had their pay-
ments raised at his arbitrary discretion ; and the rest of the
lands were given to farmers-general, appointed by him and his
cowrmittee, at a price fixed by the same arbitrary discretion.

't is necessary to inform your lordships, that the revenues
of “engal are for the most part territorial revenues, great quit
rents issuing out of lands. I shall say nothing either of the
nature of this property, of the right of the people to i, or
ot the mode of exacting the rents till that great question of
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Tevenues, one of the greatest which we-shall Lave to lay before
you, shall be brought before your lordships particularly and
specially as an article of charge. I only mention it now asan
-exemplification of the great prmmple of corruption whlch
guided Mr. Hastings’s conduct.

When the ancient nobility, the great princes {for such I
may call them), a nobility perhaps as ancient as that of your
lordships (and a more truly noble body never existed in that
character), my lords, when all ‘the nobility, some of whom
have borne the rank and port of princes, all the gentry, all
the freeholders of the country, had their estates in that manner
.confiscated, that is, either given to themselves to hold on the
footing of farmers, or totally confiscated ; when sich an act-of
t-yra‘nny was done, no doubt some good was pretended‘. This

" confiscation was made by Mr. Hastings, and the lands let to-

- shese farmers for five years, upon an idea which always accom-

panies his acts of oppression, the idea of monied merif. He
adopted this mode of confiscating the estates, and letting
them to ‘farmers, for the avowed purpose of seeing how much
it was possible to take out of them. Accordingly he set them
ap to this wild and wicked auction, as -it would have been

L ifit had been a real one—corrupt and treacherous as it .

was: He set these lands up for the purpose of making
that dxscovery, and pretended - that the discovery would
,yield a most amazing increas¢ of rent. And for some time it
appeared so to do, till it came to the touchstone of experience ;
and then it was found, that there was a defalcation from ' these
monstrous raised revenues, which were to cancel in the minds

* of ‘the directors the wickedness of so atrocious, flagitious,'and

-horrid an act of treachery At the'end of five years, what do
you think was the failure 7—No less than £2,050,000. \Then
k3 new source of corruption was opened, that i is How to deal

i
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with the balances : for every man who had engaged in these
transactions was a debtor 10 government, and the remission of
that debt depended upon the discretion of the Governor-
General. Then the persons who were to settle the composi-
tion of that immense debt, who were to see how much
was recoverable, and how much not, were able to favour,
or to exact to the last shilling ; and there never existed a
doubt, but that not only upon the original cruel exaction,
but upon the remission afterwards, immense gains were
derived. This will account for the manner in which those
stupendous fortunes, which astonish the world, have been
made. They have been made-—first, by a tyrannous exac-
tion from ‘the people who were suffered to remain in
possession of their own land as farmers, then by settling the
rest to farmers at rents and under hopes which could never
be realized, and then getting money for the relaxation of
their debts. But whatever excuse, and however wicked, there
might have been fo wicked act, namely, that it carried
upon the face of it some sort of appearence of public good,
that is to say, that sort of public good which Mr. Hastings
so often professed, of ruining the country for the benefit of the
Company; yet in fact this business of balances is that zidus
in which have been nustled and bred and born all the corrup-
tions of India,—first, by making extravagant demands, and
afterwards, by making corrupt relaxations of them.

Besides this monstrous failure in consequence of a misez-
able exaction, by which more was attempted to be forced
from the country than it was capable of yielding, and this
by way of experiment, when your lordships come to inquire
who the farmers-general of the revenue were, you would
naturally expect to find them to be the men in the several
countries who had the most interest, the greatest wealth, the
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'best knowledge of the revenue and resources of the country in
which they lived. These would be thought the natural, pro-
per farmers-general of each district. No such thing, my
lords. TRey are found in the body of the people whom I have
mentioned to yo‘Ur lordships. They were almost all let to
Calcutta banyans. Calcutta banyans were the farmers  of
almost the whole. They sub-delegated to others, who some-
times had sub-delegates under them ad infinitum. The whole
formed a system- together through_the succession of black
tyrants scattered through Jthe country, in which you at last
find the European at the end, sometimes indeed not hid
very deep, not above one between him and the farmer,
namely, his banyan directly, ‘or some other hlack persons to
represent him. But some have so managed the affair, that when
you enquire who the farmer is—Was such .a one .farmer ?——
No. Kantoo Babu?—No. Another ?—No. At last you
find three deep of fictitious farmers, and you find the European
gentlemen, high in place and authority, the real farmers of the
settlemenit. So that the zamindars were dispossessed, the
country racked and ruined, for the benefit of a European,
under the name of a farmer : for you will easily judge ‘whether
these gentlemen had fallen so deeply in Tove with the banyans,
and. thought so highly of their merits and services, as to
reward #&em with all the possessions of the great landed inter-
est of the country. Your lordships are too grave, wise, and
discerning, to make it necessary for me to s;.y more upon thatj
subject. Tell me that the banyans of English gentlemen,
dependants on them at Calcutta, were the farmers throughout,
and, I believe, I need not tell your lordships for whose benefit
they were farmers. v,

But there is one of these, who comes so nearly, indeed so
precisely, within this observation, that it is imppssible for me to

Pl
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pass him by. Whoever has heard of Mr. Hastings’s name with
any knowledge of Indian connexions, has heard of his banyan
Kantoo Babu. This man is well known in the records of the
Company, as his agent for receiving secret gifts, confiscations,
and presents. You would have imagined that he would at
least have kept Aim out of these farms in order to give the
measure a colour at least of disinterestedness, and to show
that this whole system of corruption and pecuniary oppression
was carried on for the benefit of the Company. The Governor-
General and council made an ostensible order, by which no
collector or person concerned in the revenue should have any
connexion with these farms. This order did not include the
Governor-Genesal in the words of it, but more than included
him in the $pirit of it ; because his power to protect a farmer-
general in the persén of his own servant was infinitely greater
than that of any subordinate person. Mr. Hastings, in breach
of his order, gave farms to his own banyan. You find hum
the farmer of great, of vast and extensive farms.

Another regulation that was made on that occasion was.
that no farmer should have, except in particular cases, which
were marked, described, and accurately distinguished, a
greater farm than what paid £10,000 a year to government.
Mr. Hastings, who had broken the first regulation by giving
any farm at all to his banyan, finding himself bolder, broke
the second too, and instead of (10,000, gave him farms
paying a revenue of £130,000 a year to government. Men
undoubtedly have been known to be under the dominion of
their domestics : such things have happened to great men ;
they never have happened justifiably in my opinion. They
have never happened excusably ; but we are acquainted suffi-
ciently with the weakness of human nature to know, that a
domestic who has served you in a near office long, and in
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your opinion faithfully, does become a kind. of relation : it
‘brings on a great affection and regard for his interest. , Now:
was this the case with Mr. Hastings _and Kantoo Babu? Mr,
Hastings was just arrived at his government, and Kantoo Babu
had been buta year in his service ; so that he could not in
that time have contracted any great degree of friendship for
him. These people do not live in your house; the Hindu
servants never sleep in it ; they cannot eat with your servants ;
they have no second table in which they can be continually
about you, to be domestidated with yourself, a part of your
being, as people’s servants are to a certain degree. These
persons live” all abroad ; they come at stated hours upon
matters of business, and nothing more. But if it had been
otherwise, Mr. Hastings's connexion with Kantoo Babu had
been- but of a year’s standing : He had before serged in  that
capacity Mr. Sykes, who recommended him to Mr. Hastings.
Your lordships then are to judge, whether such outrageous
violations of all the principles by which Mr. Hastings preten-
ded to be guided in the settlement of these farms were for the
benefit of this old, decayed, affectionate servant of one year’s
standing ; your lordships will judge of that.

* I have here spoken only of the beginning of a great

« motorious system of corruption, which branched out so many
ways, and into such a variety of abuses, and has afflicted
that kingdom with such horriBle evils from that day to this,
that I will venture to say it will make one of the greatest,
weightiest,: and most material parts-of the charge that is now .
before you; as I believe I need not tell your lordships, that an -
attempt to set up the whole landed interest of a kingdom
to auction must be attendeq, not only in that act but,
every consequential act, with most *grievous and terrible
consequences.

v
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My lords, I will now come to a scene of peculation of
another kind ; namely, a peculation by the direct sale of offices
of justice ; by the direct sale of successions of families ; by
the sale of gurdianships, and trusts, held most sacred among
the people of India ; by the sale of them, not as before to
farmers, not, as you might imagine, to near relations of the
families, but a sale of them to the unfaithful servants of those
families-~their own perfidious servants, who had ruined their
estates, who, if any balances had accrued to the government,
had been the cause of those debts. Thbse very servants were
put in power over their estates, their persons, and their families
by Mr. Hastings for a shameful price. It will be proved to
your lordships in the course of this husiness, that Mr. Hastings
has done this in another sacred trust, the most sacred trust a
man can have ; that is, in the case of those vakils (as they call
them), agents or attorneys, who had been sent to assert and
support the rights of their miserable masters before the
council-general. It will be proved, that these vakils were by
Mr. Hastings, for a price to be paid for it, put in possession
of the very power, situation, and estates of those masters who
sent them to Calcutta to defend them from wrong and violence.
The selling of offices of justice, the sale of succession in
families, of guardianships and other sacred trusts, the selling
of masters to their servants, and principals to the attorneys
they employed to defend themselves, were all parts of the same
system ; and these were the horrid ways in which he received
bribes beyond any common rate.

When Mr. Hastings was appointed, in the year 1773, to be
Governor-General of Bengal, together with Mr. Barwell,
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, the
Company, knowing the former corrupt state of their service
(but the whole corrupt system of Mr. Hastings at that time not
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being known, or even suspected at home), did order them, in
discharge of the spirit of the act of Parll?.ment, to make an
inquiry into all manner of corruptions and malversations in
office, without the exception of any persons whatever. Your
lordships are to know, that the act did expressly authorize the
court of directors to frame a body of instructions, and to give
orders to their new servants, appointed under the act -of Par-
liament, lest it should be supposed that they, by their appoint-
ment under the act, could supersede the authority of the
directors. ¢ .

The directors, sensible of the power left in them over
their servants by the act of Parliament, though their
nomination was.taken from them, did, agreea:b_]y to the spirit
and power of that act, give this order.

The council consisted of two parties ; Mr. Hastings and
Mr. Barwell, "who were chosen and kept there. upon the idea
of their local knowledge; and the other ‘three, who Were
appointed on account of their great parts~and known
integrity And I will venture to say, that those three gentlemen:
did so execute their duty in Indu, in all the substantial parts
of it, that they will serve as‘a shield to cover the honour of
England, whenever thxs country is upbraided in India.

They found a rumour running through the country of
great .peculations and oppressions. Soon aftery when it was
known what their mstructxons were, -and that the ‘council was
ready, as is the first duty of all governors, even when there
is no express order, to receive complamts against the oppres-
sions and corruptions of government in any part of it—
they found such a body (and. that body shall be produced
to your lordships) of corruption and peculation in every walk,
- in every department, in -every situation of, life, in the sale of
the most sacred trusts, and in the destruction of the most:

{ ’
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ancient families of the country, as I believe, in so short a time
never was unveiled since the world began.

- Your lordships would imagine that Mr. Hastings would at
least ostensibly have taken some part in endeavouring to bring
these corruptions before the public, or that he would at least
have acted with some little management in his opposition.
But alas ! it was not in his power ; there was not one, I think,
but I am sure very few, of thesc general articles of corruption,
in which the most eminent figure in the crowd, the principal
figure as it were in the piece, was not Mr. Hastings himself.
There were a great many others involved ; for all departments
were corrupted and vitiated. But you could not open a page
in which you did dot see Mr. Hastings, or in which you did
not see Kantoo Babu. Either the black or white side of Mr.
Hastings constantly ‘was visible to the world in every part of
these transactions.

With the other gentlemen who were visible too, !
‘have at present no dealing. Mr. Hastings, instead of usicg
any management on that occasion, instantly set up his power
and authority directly against the majority of the council,
directly against his colleagues, directly against the authority of
the East-India Company and the authority of the act of
Parliament, to put a dead stop to all these inquiries. He
broke up the council the moment they attempted to per-
form this part of their duty. As the evidence multiplied upon
him, the daring exertions of his power in stopping all inquiries
increased continually. But he gave a credit and authority to
the evidence by these attempts to suppress it.

Nundo Comar and Mr. Hastings.

Your lordships have heard that among the body of the
accusers of this corruption there was a principal man in the
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couniry, a man of the first rank and authority in it, called
Nund Comar,swho had the management of revenues amount-
ing to £150,000 4 year, and who had, if really inclined to play
the small game with which he has been charged by his
accusers, abundant means to gratify himself in p]aymg great
ones ; but Mr. Hastings has himselfs given him upon the
records of the Company, a character which would at least
justify the council in making some inquiry into charges made
by him. o ’

First, he was perfectly competent to, make them, because:
he was in the management of those affairs from which Mr.
Hastings is supposed to have received corsupt emolument.
He and his son were the chief managers in those transactions.
He was therefore perfectly competent to it.—Mr. Hastings has
cleared his character ; for though it is true, in the -contradic-
tions in which Mr. Hastings has entangled himself, he has.
abused and insulted him, ‘and particularly after his appearance’
as an accuser, yet before this he has given this testimony
of him, that the hatred that had been drawn upon him, and the
general obloquy of the English nation, was on account of his.
attachment to his-own prince and the liberties of his country.
Be he what he might, I-am not dispdsed nor have I the least
occasion to defend either his conduct or his memory.

It is to no purpose for Mr. Hastings to spend time in idle
objections to the character of Nund Comar. Let him be as
bad as Mr. Hastings represents him. I suppose he was a
caballing, bribing, intriguing politician, like others in that
country, both black and white. We know, associates in dark
and evil actions are not generally the bést of men; but be
that as it will, it generally happens that they are the best of
all discoverers. If Mr. Hastings were the accuser of Nund
Comar, ? should think the presumptions equally strong
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against Nund Comar, if he had acted as Mr. Hastings has
acted. He was not only competent, but the most competent
of all men to be Mr. Hastings’s accuser. But Mr. Hastings
has himself established both his character and his competency,
by employing him against Mahomed Reza Khin. He shall
not blow hot and cold. In what respect was Mr. Hastings
better than Mahomed Reza Kban, that the whole rule, prin-
ciple, and system of accusation and inquiry should be totally
reversed in general, nay, reversed in the particular instance, the
moment he became accuser against Mr. Hastings ? Such was the
accuser. He was the man that gave the bribes, and, in addition
to his own evidence, offers proof by other witnesses.

What was the accusation 7 Was the accusation improbable,
either on account of the subject-matter or the actor in it 7?
Does such an appointment as that of Mani Begum, in the
most barefaced evasion of his orders, appear to your lordships
a matter that contains no just presumptions of guilt? so that
when "a charge of bribery comes upon it, you are prepared to
reject it, as if the action were so clear and proper, that no
man could attribute it to an improper motive ? And as to the
man, is Mr. Hastings a man against whom a charge of bribery
is improbable ? Why, he owns it. He isa professor of it.
He reduces it into scheme and system. He glories in it. He
turns it to merit, and declares it is the best way of supplying
the exigencies of the Company. Why therefore should it be
held improbable >—But 1 cannot mention this proceeding
without shame and horror.

My lords, when this man appeared as the accuser of Mr.
Hastings, if he was a man of bad character, it was a great
advantage to Mr. Hastings to be accused by a man of that

description. There was no likelihood of any great credit
haino oiven to him.
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This person, who, in one of those sales of which I
‘have already gi\;en you some account in the history of the
Jast period of the revolutions of Bengal, had been, or
'thought he had been, cheated of his money, had made some
discoveries, and been guilty of that great irremissible sin in
India, the disclosure of peculation. He afterwards came with’
a second disclosure, and was likely to have odium enough
upon the occasion. He directly charged Mr. Hastings with
the receipt of bribes agounting together to about /40,000
sterling, given by himself, on his own account and that of
Mani Begum. The charge was accompanied with every
particular, which could facilitate proof or .detectioh, time,
place, persons, species, to whom' paid, by whom received.
Here was a fair opportunity for Mr. Hastings at once to defeat
the malice of his enemies, and to clear his character to the
world. His course was different. He railed much at the
accuser, but did not attempt to refute the accusation. He
refuses to permlt the inquiry to go on, attempts to dissolve the
council, commands his banyan not to attend. The «council,
however, goes on, examines to the bottom, and resolves that
the charge was proved, and that the money ought to go to the
Company.. Mr. Hastings then broke up the council, I will not
say whether legally or illegally. The Company’ s Jaw counsel
thought he might legally do it; but he corruptly® " did it, and
left mankind no room to ]udge but that it was done for the
screening of his own guilt ; for a man may use a legal power
«corruptly, and for the most shameful and detestable purposes.
And thus matters continued, till he commenced a criminal
prosecutlon against this man——thls man, whom he dared not
meet as a defendant. .

Mr. Hastings, instead of answering the charge, attacks the
accuser. Instead of meeting the man in front, he endeavoured
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to zo round, to come upon his flanks and rear, but never to
meet him m the face upon the ground of his accusation, as he
was bound by the express authority of law and the express
.njunciions of the directors to do. If the bribery is not ad-
mitted on the evidence of Nund Comar, yet his suppressing
it *s a crime—a violation of the orders of the court of direc-
wors. e disobeyed those instructions ; and if it be only for
disohedience, for rebellion against his masters (putting the
corrupt motive out of the question), 1 charge him for this
disobedience, and especially on account of the priaciples
upon which he proceeded in it.

Then he ok another step; he accused Nund Comar
ot a conspiracy, whtch was a way he then and ever since has
used whenever means were taken to detect any of his nwn
iy uities,

\n.l here it becomes necessary to mention another cir-
cum-tance of history, that the legislature, not trusting
entirzly to the Governor-General and Council, had sent out
a oourt of justice to be a counter-security against these
corruptions, and to detect and punish any such misdemean-
ours i~ might appear. And this court, T take for zranted,
ha- <one great services.

My tlastings flew to this court, which was meant w pro-
sec: in thelr situations informers against bribery and corrup-
tion. rather than to protect the accused from any of the
preliminary methods which must indispensably be used for the
purpose of detecting their guilt ; he flew to this court, charging
this Nund Comar and others with being conspirators.

A man might be convicted :as a conspirator, and yet
afterwards live ; he might put the matter into other hands,
and go on with his information ; nothing less than ssone-
dead would do the business. And here happened an odd
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concurrence of circumstances. Long before Nund Comar
preferred his charge he knew that Mr. Hastings was plotting
his ruin, and that for this purpose he had used a man
whom hc;, Nund Comar, had turned out of doors, called
Mohan Prasad. Mr. Hastings had seen papers put upon |,
the board charging him with this previous plot for the
~ destruction of Nund Comar ; and this idential person, Mohan
Prasad, whom Nund Comar had charged as‘Mr. Hastings’s
associate in plotting his.ruing was now again brought for-
ward as the principal evidence against him. I will not
enter (God forbid I should) into the particulars of the subse-
quent trial of Nund Comar ; but you will find the marks and
characters of it to be these. You will find a’ close connection /
between Mr. Hastings and the chief justice,- which we shall
prove. We shall prove that one of the witnesses who appeared
there was a person who had been before, or has ’since been,
concerned with Mr. Hastings in his most iniquitous transac-
tions. You will find, what is very odd, that in this trial for
forgery, with which this man stood charged, forgery in a
private transaction, all the persons who were witnesses, or
parties to it, had been, before or since; the par‘ticular friends
of Mr. Hastings ;“—in short, persons from that rabble with
whom Mr. Hastings was concerned, both before and since,
in various tranlsactibns and negotiations of the most criminal
kind. But the law took its course. I have nothing more to
say than that the man is gone—hanged justly if you please ;
and that it did so happen luckily for Mr.~ Hastings—it so
happened that the relief of Mr. Hastings and the justice of *
the court, and the resolution never to relax its rigour, did all
concur just at a happy nick of time and moment; and Mr.
Hastings accordingly had the full benefit of them all.. -

~  His accuser was supposed to be what men may be, and |
¢
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yet very competent for accusers-—-namely, one of his accom-
plices in guilty actions ; one of those persons who may have
a great deal to say of bribes. All that I contend for is, that
he was in the closest intimacy with Mr. Hastings, was in a
situation for giving bribes ; and that Mr. Hastings was proved
afterwards to have received a sum of money from him, which
may be well referred to bribes.

This example had its use in the way in which it was
intended to operate, and in which alone it could operate.
It did not discourage forgeries they went on at their usual
rate, neither more nor less. But it put an end to all
accusations against all persons in power for any corrupt
practice. Mr. .Hastings observes that no man in India
complains of hir .. It is generally true. The voice of all India
is stopped. All complaint was strangled with the same cord
that strangled Nund Comar., This murdered not only that
accuser, but all future accusation ; and not only defeated
but totally vitiated and reversed all the ends for which this
country, to its eternal and indelible dishonour, had sent out a
pompous embassy of justice to the remotest parts of the globe.

But though Nund Comar was put out of the way by the
means by which %e was removed, a part of the charge was not
strangled with him. whilst the process against Nund Comar
was carrying on before Sir Elijah Impey, the process was
continuing against Mr. Hastings in other modes ; the receipt
of a part of those bribes from Mani Begum, to the amount of
£ 15,000, was proved against him ; and that a sum, to the
same amount, was to be paid to his associate, Mr. Middleton,
as it was proved at Calcutta, so it will be proved at your lord-
ships’ bar to your entire satisfaction, by records and living
testimony now in England. It was indeed obliquely admitted
by Mr. Hastings himself.
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The excuse for this bribe, fabricated by Mr. Hastings,
«and taught to Mani Begum, when he found that she was

-obliged to prove it against him, was, that it was given

t0 him for his entertainment, according ‘to some pretended
‘custom, at the rate of £200 sterling a day, whilst he remained
at Murshidabad, My lords, this leads me to a few reflections
on the apology or defence of this bribe. We shall certainly,
T hope, render it clear to your lordships that it was not paid
in this manner as a daily allowance, but given in a gross sum.
But, take it in his own way, it was no less illegal, and no less
contrary to his covenant ; but if true under the circumstances
it was an horrible aggravatxon of "his crlme. The -first thing
that strikes is, that visits from Mr. Hastings are prettey severe
things ; and hospitality at Murshidabad is an-expensive virtue,
though for provision it is one of the cheapest countries in

. the universe. No wonder that Mr., Hastings lengthened his

visit, and made ittextend to near three- months. Such hosts,
and such guests cannot be soon parted. {200 a day for a
visit ! it is at the rate of £ 73,006 a year for himself; and as I
find his companion was put on the same allowance, it- will be

£146,000 a year for hospitality to two English gentlemen.

I believe thaf there is not a prince in Europe who goes to

-such expenswe hospitality of splendour. But that you may

judge of the true nature of this hospitality of corruption, I

‘must bring before you the business of the- visitor and the
.condition of the host, as stated by Mr. Hastings himself, who
‘best knows what he was doing.

He was then at the old capital of Bengal, at the time

«of this expensive entertainment, on a business of retrench-

ment, and for the establishment of a most harsh] rigorous,
and oppressive economy. He wishes the task were assigned

o spirits of a less gentle kind. By "Mr. Hastings’s account,
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he was giving daily and hourly wounds to his humanity in
depriving of their sustenance hundreds of persons of the
ancient nobility of a great fallen kingdom. Yet it was in the
midst of this galling duty, it was at that very moment of his
tender sensibility, that from the collected morsels plucked
from the famished mouths of hundreds of decayed, indigent,
and starving nobility he gorged his ravenous maw with zc0
a day for his entertainment. In the course of all this procee-
ding your lordships will not fail to observe, he is never corrupt,
but he is cruel ; he never dines with comfort, but where he is
sure to create a famine. He never robs from the loose super-
fAuity of standipg greatness ; he devours the fallen, the indigent,
the necessitous. * Ilis extortion is not like the generous
rapacity of the princely eagle, who snatches away the living
struggling prey : he is a vulture, who feeds upon the prostrate,
the dying, and the dead. As his cruelty is more shocking
than his corruption, so his fhypocrisy has something more
frightful than his cruelty. For whilst his bloody and rapacious
hand signs proscriptions, and now sweeps away the food of
the widow and the orphan, his eyes overflow with tears, and
he converts the healing balm, that bleeds from wounded
humanity, into a rancorous and deadly poison to the race of
man

Well, there was an end to this tragic entertainment, this
feast of Tantalus. The few left on the pension list, the poor
remnants that had escaped, were they paid by his adminis.
tratrix and deputy Mani Begum ? Not a shilling. No fewer
than forty.nine petitions, mostly from the widows of the
greatest and most splendid houses of Bengal, came before the
council, praying in the most deplorable manner for some sort
of relief out of the pittance assigned them. His colleagues,
General Clavering, Colonel Monson. and Mr. Francis.——mer
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-who, when England is reproached. for the government of
India, will, I repeat it, as a shield be held up between this
nation and infamy,—did, in conformity to the strict orders of
rthe directors, appoint Mahomed Reza Khan to his old offices,
—-that is, to the general superintendency of the household and
-the administration of justice,—a person who by his authority
might keep some order in the ruling family and in the state.
The court of dlrectors authorised them to assure those offices-
to him, with a sa]ary reduced 1ndeed to £30,000 a year,
during his good behaviourt But Mr. Hastings, as soon as he
obtained a majority by the death of the two bést men ever
sent to India, notwithstanding the orders of the court of direc-
"tors, in spite of the public faith solemnly pledged to. Mahomed
Reza Khan, without a shadow of complaint, had the audacity
‘to dispossess him of all his offices, and appoint his bribing
spatroness, the old dancing-girl, Mani Begm, once more to
the_vice-royalty and all its attendant honours and functions.

The pretence was more insolerit and shameless than the
act. Modesty - does not long survive innocence. He brings
forward the miserable pageant of the Nabob, as he called him,
"to be the instrument of his own disgrace, and, the scandal of
his family and .government. He makes him to pass by his
mother, and to petition us-to appoint Mani Begam- once more
"to the administration of the .vice-lroyalty. He distributed
Mahomed Reza Khan’s salary as a spoil.

When the orders of the court to restore Mahomed Reza
Khan, with their opinion’ on the corrupt cause of his removal,
.and a second time to pledge to him the public faith “for his
continuance, were received, Mr. Hastings, Who had been just
before a pattern of obedience, when the despbiling, oppress-
ding, imprisoning, and persecuting this man was the object, yet
‘when the order was of a beneficial nature,.'and pleasint to a
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well-formed mind, he at once loses all his old principles, he
grows stubborn and refractory, and refuses obedience. And
in this sullen, uncomplying mood he continues, until, to
gratify Mr. Francis in an agreement on some of their differ-
ences, he consented to his proposition of obedience to the
appointment of the court of directors. He grants to his
arrangement of convenience what he had refused to his duty,
and replaces that magistrate. But mark the double character
of the man, never true to anything but fraud and duplicity.
At the same time that he publicly replaces this magistrate,
pretending compliance with his colleague and obedience to
his masters, he did, in defiance of his own and the public
faith, privately: send an assurance to the Nabob, that is, to
Mani Begum, informing her that he was compelled by neces-
sity to the present arrangement in favour of Mahomed Reza
Khan ; but that on the first opportunity he would certainly
displace him again. And he kept faith with his corruption ;
and to show how vainly any one sought protection in the
lawful authority of this kingdom, he displaced Mahomed Rezz
Khan from the lieutenancy and controllership, leaving him
only the judicial department miserably curtailed.

But does he adhere to his old pretence of freedom to the
Nabob ? No such thing. He appoints an absolute master to
him under the name of resident, a creature of his personal
favour, Sir J. Doiley, from whom there is not one syllable of
correspondence, and not one item of account. How grievous
this yoke was to that miserable captive appears by a paper of
Mr. Hastings, in which he acknowledges that the Nabob had
offered, out of the £160,000 payable to him yearly, to give up
to the Company no less than £40,000 a year, in order to have
the free disposal of the rest. On this all comment is super-
fluous. Your lordships are furnished with a standard by
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which you may estimate his real receipt from the revenue

assigned to him, the 'nature of the pretended residency, and,

its predatory effects. It will give full credit to what was
generally rumoured and believed, that substantially and bene-
ficially the Nabob never received (50 out of the £160,000 ;
which will account for his known poverty and wretchedness,
and that of all about him.

Thus by his corrupt traffic of bribes with on€ scandalous
-woman he disgraced ‘and enfeebled .the native Mahomedan
government, captived- the pe'rson of the sovereign, and ruined
and subverted the justice of the country. What is worse, the
steps taken for the murder of Nund Comar, his accuser, have
confirmed and given sanction not only to the oo_rrt‘iptions then

practised by the Governor-General, but to all of which he has -

since been guilty. This will furnish your lordships with some
general idea, which will enable you to judge of the bribe for
which he sold the country government.

Under this head you will have produced to you full proof of
his sale of a judicial office to a person called Khan Jehan
Khan, and the modes he took to frustrate all inquiry on that
subject upon a wicked .and false pretence, that according to

.his religious scruples he could not be sworn. '

The great end and object I have in view is to show the

criminal tendency, the mischievous nature, of these crimes,
and the means taken to elude their discovery. I am now

giving your lordships that general view, which may serve to .

characterize Mr. Hastings’s administration in all the other
parts of it. ‘

It was not true in fact (as Mr. Hastings' gives out) that
there was nothing now against him, and that when he had

got rid of Nund Comar and his charge he got rid of the’
whole. No such thing.” An immense load of charges of

¢
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bribery remained. They were coming afterwards from every
part of the province ; and there was no office in the execu-
tion of justice which he was not accused of having sold in
the most flagitious manner,

After all this thundering the sky grew calm and clear,
and Mr. Hastings sat with recorded peculation, with peculation
proved upon oath on the minutes of that very council—he
sat at the head of that council and that board where his
peculations were proved against him. These were afterwards
transmitted, and recorded in the registers of his masters, as
an eternal monument of his corruption, and of his high dis-
obedience, and flagitious attempts to prevent a discovery of the
various peculations of which he had been guilty, to the
disgrace and ruin of the country committed to his care.

Mr. Hastings; after the execution of Nund Comar, if he
had intended to make even a decent and commonly sensible
use of it, would naturally have said, this man is justly taken
awzy, who has accused me of these crimes; but as there
are other witnesses, as there are other means of a further
inquiry, as the man is gone of whose perjuries I might have
reason to be afraid, let us now go into the inquiry. 1 think
he did very ill not to go into the inquiry when the man was
alive ; but be it so, that he was afraid of him and waited
till he was removed, why not afterwards go into such an
inquiry 7 Why wnot go into an inquiry of all the other
peculations and charges upon him, which were innumer-
able, one of which I have just mentioned in particular, the
charge of Mani Begum-—of having received from her, or her
adopted son, a bribe of /40,000 ?

Is it fit for a governor to say,—will Mr. Hastings say before
this august assembly,—I may be accused in a court of justice,
I am upon my defence ; let all charges remain against me, I
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will not give you an account ? Is it fit that a governor ‘should
sit with recorded bribery upon him at the head of a public
board and the government of a great kingdom, when it is in
his power by inquiry to do it away ? No ; the chastity of
character of a man in that situation ought to be as dear to
him as his innocence. Nay, more depended upon it. His
innocence regarded himself ; his character regarded the public
justice, regarded his authority, and the respect due to the
English in that country. I charge- it upon him, thdt not only
did he suppress the inqtiiry to the best of his power (and -it"
shdll be proved), but he did not in any one instance endeavour
to clear off that imputation and reproach from the English
government. He went further, he never ,deiied hardly any of
those charges at the time. They are so numerous that I
cannot be positive ; some of them he might meet with some
sort of denial, but the most part he did not.

The first thing a man under such an accusation owes to
the world is to deny the charge ; next to.put it to the proof ;
angd 1astlv to let inquiry freely go on. He did not permit this,
but stopped it all in his power. I am to mention some excep-
tions perhaps hereafter, which will tend t6_ fortify the principle
tenfold.” _ '

He promised indeed the court of directors (to whom
he never denied the facts) a full and liberal explanation ~of
_these transactions ; which full and liberal explanation he never
gave. Many years passed ; even parliament took notice of it ; |
and he never gave them a liberal explanation, or any explana- -
tion at all, of them: A man may say, I am threatened with a
suit in a court, and it may be very disadvantageous to me if I
disclose my defence. That is a proper answer for a man in
common life, who has no particular character to . sustain ; but
s that a proper answer for a governor accused of bribery ?

AN
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that accusation transmitted to his masters, and his masters
giving credit to 6?2 Good God * is that a state in which a
man is to say, I am wpon the defensive ? I am on my guard ?
T will give you no satisfaction? 1 have promised it, but I
have already deferred it for seven or cight years? Is not this
tantamount to a denial ?

Mr. Hastings, with this great body of bribery against him,
was providentially freed from Nund Comar, one of his
accusers ; and as good events do not come alone (I think
there is some such proverb), it did %o happen that all the
rest, or a great many of them, ran away. But, however,
the recorded evidence of the former charges continued ;
so new evidence came in; and Mr. Hastings enjoyed that
happy repose which branded peculation, fixed and eter-
nized upon the records of the Company, must leave upon a
mind conscious of its own integrity.

My lords, I will venture to say, there is no man but owes
something to his character. It is tie grace undoubtedly, of a
virtuous, firm mind often to despise common, vulgar calumny ;
but if ever there is an occasion in which it does become such
a mind to disprove it, it is the case of being charged in high
office with pecuniary malversation, pecuniary corruption.
There is no case in which it becomes an honest man—much
less a great man—to leave upon record specific charges
against him of corruption in his government, without taking
any one step whatever to refute them.

Though Mr. Hastings took no step to refute the charges,
he took many steps to punish the authors of them ; and
those miserable people who had the folly to make com-
plaints against Mr. Hastings, to make them under the
authority of an Act of Parliament, under every sanction of
public faith, yet in consequence of those charges every
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person concerned in them has been as your lordships will
see, since his restortation to power, absolutely undone ;
brought from the highest situation to the lowest misery ;-
so that they may have good reason to repent they ever
trusted an English council, that they ever trusted a court
of directors, that they ever trusted an English Act of Parlia-
ment, that they ever dared to make their complaints.
And here I chargeyupon Mr. Hastings, that by never taking
a single step to defeat or detect the falsehood of any of those
charges against him, and by punishing the authors of them,
he has been guilty of such a subversion of all the principles
of British Government as will deserve and will, I dare say,
- meet your lordships’ most severe animadversion. -
In the course of this inquiry we find a sort of pause in his
peculations, a sort of gap in the history, as 'if pages were torn
out. No longer we meet with the same activity in taking money
that was before found; not even a trace of complimentary
presents is to be found in the records during the time whilst
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis formed
the majority of the council. There seems to have been a kind
of truce with that sort of conduct for a while, and Mr.
Hastings rested upon his arms.. However, the very moment’
Mr. Hastings returned to power, peculation began again just
at. the same instant ; the moment we find him'free from the
comptilsion and terror of a majority- of persons otherwise
disposed than himself, we find him at his peculation again.
My lords, at this time very serious inquiries had begun in
the House of Commons concerning peculation. They did not
_go directly to Bengal, but they began upon the coast of
Coromandel, and with the principal governors there. There
was, however, an universal opinion (and justly founded) that
these inquiries would go to far greater lengths. Mr. Hastings
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was resolved then to change the whole course and order of
his proceeding. Nothing could persusde him upon any
account to lay aside his system of bribery ; that he was
resolved to persevere in. The point was now to reconcile it
with his safety. The first thing he did was to attempt to
conceal it, and accordingly we find him depositing very great
sums of money in the public treasury throngh the means of
the two persons 1 have already mentioned, namely, the
deputy-treasurer and the accomptant, paying them in and
taking bonds for them as money of his own, and bearing legal
interest.

This was his method of endeavouring to conceal some at
least of his bribes (for 1 would not suggest, nor have your
lordships to think, that T believe that these were his only
bribes ; for there is reason to think there was an infinite
number besides) ; but it did so happen that they were those
bribes which he thought might be discovered, some of which
he knew were discovered, and all of which he knew wmight
become the subject of a Parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. Hastings said he might have concealed them for ever.
Every one knows the facility of concealing corrupt transactions
everywhere, in India particularly. But this is by himself
proved not to be universally true, at least not to be true in
his own opinion. For he tells you in his letter from
Cheltenham that he would have concealed the Nabob's
AL100,000, but that the magnitude rendered it easy of
discovery. He, therefore, avows an intention of concealment.

But it happens here very singularly, that this sum,
which his fears of discovery by others obliged him to
discover Zimself, happens to be one of those of which
no trace whatsoever appears, except merely from the
operation of his own apprehensions. There is no col-
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lateral testimony ; Middleton knew nothing of it;. Anderson
knew nothing of it. It was not directl)j communicated to the
faithful Larkins or the trusty Croftes—which proves indeed
the facility of concealment. The fact is, you find the
application always upon the discovery. But concealment
or discovery is a thing of accident.

The bribes which I have hitherto brought before your
lordships belong to the first period of his bribery, before

he thought of the doctrine on' which he has singe defend-
ed it.

Method of taking bribes.

-There are many other bribes which we charge him with
having received during this first period, before an improving.
conversation and close virtuous connection with great law-
yers had {:aught him how to practise bribes in such a
manner as to defy detectidn, and instead of punishment to
plead merit. I am not bound to find order and consistency
in guilt ; it is the reign of disorder. The order of the
proceeding, as far as I am- able to trace such a scene of
prevarication, direct fraud, falsehood, and falsification of the
public accdunts, was this :—From bribes he knew he could
never abstazin ; and his then precarious situation made him
the more rapacious. He knew that a few of his former
bribes had been discovered, declared, recorded ; that for
the moment indeed he was seéure, because all informers had

"been punished, and all conealers rewarded. He expected
. hourly a total change in the cduncil ; and that men like
Clavering and Monson might be again joined to Francis ;
that some great avenger should arise from their ashes,—
“ Exoriare aliguis nostris ex ossibus ultor,”’—and that a more
. severe investigation and an infinitely more full display
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would be made of his robbery than hitherto had been done.
He therefore began in the agony of his guilt to cast about
for some device by which he m:ght continue his offence, if
possible, with impunity,—and possibly make a merit of it.
He therefore first carefully perused the Act of Parliament
forbidding bribery, and his old covenant engaging him not
to receive presents. And here he was more successfal than
upon former occasions. If ever an act was studiously and
carefully framed to prevent bribesy, it is that law of the
thirteenth of the King, which, he well ctserves, admits no
latitude of construction, no subterfuge, no escape, no
evasion. Yet has he found a defence of his (rimes even in
the very provisioﬁs which were made for their prevention
and their punishment. Besides the penal:y which belongs
to every informer, the East-India Company was invested
with a fiction of property in al) such bribes, in order to drag
them with more facility out of the corrupt hands which
held them. The covenant, with an exception of £100, and
the Act of Parliament without any exception, declared that
the Governor-General and council shou'd receive no pre~
sents for their own usc. He therefore concluded that the
system of bribery and extortion might be clundestinely and
safely carried on, provided the party taking the bribes had
an inward intention and mental reservation that they should
be privately applied to the Company's service, in any way
the briber should think fit; and that on many occasions
this would prove the best method of supply for the exigen-
cies of their service. y

He accordingly formed, or pretended to form, a private
bribe exchequer, collateral with, and independent of, the
Company’s public exchequer, though in some cases adminis-
tered by those whom for his purposes he had placed in the
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végular official department. It is no wonder that he has
taken to himself an extraordinary degree of merit. For
surely such an invention of finance I believe never was
heard of,—an exchequer wherein extortion was the assessor,
fraud the cashier, confusion the accomptant, concealment
the reporter, and oblivion the remembrancer : in short, such
as 1 believe no man, but one driven by guilt into phrenzy,
-could ever have dreamed of. '

He treats the official and. regular directors with just
contempt, as a parcel of mean, mechanical book-keepers.
He is an eccentric book-keeper, a Pindaric accomptant. I
have heard of “the poet’s eye in a fine, phrenzy roiling.”
Here was a revenue, exacted from whom he pleased, at ’
what times he pleased, in what proportions he pleased,
through whdt persons he pleased, by what means he pleased,
to be accounted for or not at his discretion, and to be
_applied to what service he thought proper.. I do believe®
your lordships stand astonished at this scheme ; and indeed
I should be very loth to venture to statesuch a scheme at
allyhowever I might have credited:it myself, to any sober
-gars, if, in his defence before the House of Commons and
before the Lords, he had not directly admitted the fact of
taking the bribes or forbidden presents, and had not in those .
defences, and, much more fully in his correspondence with
:the directors, admitted the fact, and justified it upon these
very principles. ‘ '

As this is a thing so unheard of and unexampled
.in the world, I shall first endeavour to account, as well
.as I can, for his motives. to it, which your lordships
will receive or reject, just as you shall find them tally with
the evidence before you. I say his motives to it, hecause ¥
-contend that public valid reasons for it he could have.none 2

¢
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and the idea of making the corruption of the Governor-
General a;resource to the Company never did or could for
a moment enter into his thoughts,—I shall then take notice
of the juridical constructions upon which he justifies his
acting in this extraordinary manner, -And, lastly, show
you thc concealments, prevarications, and falsehood, with
which he endeavours to cover it. Because whereyer you
find a concealment you make a discovery. Accounts of
money received and paid ought to bg regular and official.
He wrote over to the Court of Directors that there
were certain sume of money he had received, and which
were not his own, but that he had received them for their
use. By this time his intercourse with gentlemen of the
law became more.considerable than it had been before.
When 6rst attacked for presents, he never denied the receipt
of them, or pretended to say they were for public purposes;
but upon looking more into the covenants, and probably
with better legal advice, he found that no money could be
legally received for his own use ; but as these bribes were
directly given and received as for his own use, yet (says he)
there was an inward destination of them in my own mind
to your benefit, and to your benefit have [ applied them.
Now here is a new system of bribery contrary to
law, very ingenious in the contrivance, but, 1 believe,
as unlikely to produce its intended effect upon the mind of
man as any pretence that was ever used. Here Mr. Hast-
ings changes his ground. Before he was accused as a pecu-
lator ; he did not deny the fact; he did not refund the money ;
he fought it off ; he stood upon the defensive, and used all
the means in his power to prevent the inquiry. That was
the first era of his corruption,—a bold, ferocious, plain,
.downright use of power. In the second, he is grown a little
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anore careful and guarded,—the effect of subtilty. He ap-
pears no longer as a defendant; he holds himself up with a
firm, dignified, and erect countenance; and says, I am not
there any longer as a delinguent, a receiver ot bribes,’ to be
punished for what I have done wrong, or at least to suffer in
my character for it. No, I am a-great inventive genius, who
have gone out of all the ordinary roads of finance, have made
;great discoveries in" the unknown regions of that scierce, and
have for thé first time established the corruption of the
-supreme magistrate as a principle of resource for government.
There are crimes, undoubtedly, of " great magmtude :
naturally fitted to create horror and that loudly, call for punish-
ment, that have yet no idea of furpifude anntexed to them ; but
unclean hands, bribery, venallty, and peculation are offences
of turpitude, such as in a governor at once debase the person
-and degrade the government itself, making it not only Aorrible
:but vile and contemptible in the eyes of all mankind. In this
‘humiliation and abjectness of guilt he comes here not as a
-criminal on his defence; but as'a vast fertile genius, who has
-made astonishing discoveries in the art, of government ;—
“ Dicam insigne, recens, alio indictum ore’>—who, By his flaming
zeal and the prolific ardour and energy of his mind, has
boldly dashed out of the common path, and served his
country by new and untrodden ways ; and now he generously
.communicates, for the benefit of all future governors and all
future governments, the grand arcanum of his long and
toilsome researches. He is the first, but if we do not take,
.good care he will not be the last, that has established the
-corruption of the supreme magistrate among the settled re- .
sources of the state ; and he 1eaves his principle as a bountiful
donation, as ‘the richest depos1t that ever was made in the
treasury of Bengal He ‘claims ° glory and renown from that
\ 13

.



194 BURKE'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

by which every other person since the beginning of time has
been dishonoured and disgraced. It has been said of an
ambassador, that he is a person employed to tell lies for the
advantage of the court that sends him. His is patriotic
bribery and public-spirited corruption. e is a peculator
for the good of his country. It has been said that private
vices are public benefits. He goes the full length of that
position, and turns his private peculation into a public
good. This is what you are to thank him for. You are to
consider him as a great inventor®upon this occasion. Mr.
Hastings improves on this principle. He is a robber in gross,
and a thief in detail ; he steals, filches, he plunders, he oppresses,
he exhorts—all for the good of the dear Fast-India Company—
all for the advantage of his honoured masters, the proprietors
—all in gratitude’to the dear perfidious court of directors, who
have been in a practice to heap “insults on his person,
slanders on his character, and indignities on his station ; who
never had the confidence in him that they had in the meanest
of his predecessors.”

If you sanction this practice, if, after all you have exacted
from the people by your taxes and public imposts, you are to
let loose your servants upon them to extort by bribery and
- peculation what they can from them, for the purpose of ap-
plying it to the public service only whenever they please, this
shocking consequence will follow from it. If your governor
is discovered in taking a bribe, he will say, What is that to
you ? mind your business ; I intend it for the public service.
The man who dares to accuse him loses the favour of the
Governor General and the India Company. They will say,
the governor has been doing a meritorious action, extortin;
bribes for our benefit, and you have the impudence to think
of prosecuting him. So ihat the moment the bribe is detected
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it is instantly turned into a merit; and we shall prove that
this is the case thh Mr. Hastings, whenever a bribe has
been discovered.

I am now to inform your lordships, that, when he made
these great discoveries to the court of directors, he never tells
them who gave him the money; upon what occasion h&
received it ; by what hands ; or to what purposes he applied it.

When' he can himself give no account of his motives, and
even declares that he cannot assign any cause, I am authorized
and requ'ired to find motives for him—corrupt motives for a
corrupt act. There is no one capital act of his administration
that did not strongly imply corfuption When a man is known
to be free from all imputation of taking money, and it be-
comes an established part of his character, the errors, or even
crimes, of his administration ought to be, and are in general,
traced to other sources. You know it is a maxim. But once
convict a mdn of bribery in any instance, and once by direct
evidence, and you are furnished with a rule of irresistible
presumption that every other irregular act, by ,Which unlawful
gain may arise, is done upon the same Eorrupt motive. Semel
malus prasumitur semper malus. As for good acts candour,
charity, justice, oblige‘me not to assign evil motives, unless
they serve some scandalous purpose, or terminate in some
manifest evil end,—so justice, reason, and common sense
compel me to suppose that wicked acts have been done upon
inotives correspondent to their nature. Otherwise I reverse
all the principles of judgment which can guide the human
mind, and accept even the symptoms, the marks, and criteria
¢, guilt, as presumptions of innocence. One that confounds

3d and evil is an enemy to the good.
" #His conduct upon these occasions may be thought irra-
ticnal. But, thank God, guilt was never a rational thing; it

’
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distorts all the faculties of the mind, it perverts them, it leaves
a man no longer in the free use of his reason; it puts him
into confusion. He has recourse to such miserable and absurd
expedients for covering his guilt, as all those who are used to
sit in the seat of judgment know have been the cause of
detection of half the villanies in the world. To argue that
these could not be his reasons, because they were not wise,
sound, and substantial, would be to suppose, what is not true,
that bad men were always discreet and able. ButI can very
well from the circumstances discover motives, which may
affect a gidd,, superficial, shattered, guilty, anxious, restless
mind, full of the weak resources of fraud, craft, and intrigue,
that might induce him to make these discoveries, and to make
them in the manuer he has done.  Not rational and well-fitted
for their purposes, I am very ready to admit. For God forbid
that guilt should ever leave 2 man the free, undisturbed use of
his faculties, For as guilt never rose from a truc use of our
rational faculties, so it is very frequently subversive of them.
God forbid that prudence, the first of all the virtucs, as well as
the supreme director of them all, should ever be employed in
the service of any of the vices.--No ; it takes the lead, and is
never found where justice does not accompany it ; and, if ever
it is attempted to bring it into the service of the vices, it
immediately subverts their cause. It tends to their discovery,
and, I hope and trust, finally to their utter ruin and
destruction.

In the first place I am to remark to your lordships, that
the accounts he has given of one of these sums of money are
totally false and contradictory. Now there is not a stronger
presumption, nor can one want more reason, to judge a
transaction frandulent, than that the accounts given of it are
contradictory ; and he has given three accounts utterly
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1rreconcﬂable with each other He is asked, how came you to
take bonds for this money if it was not your own? How
came you to vitiate and corrupt the state of the Company’s.
‘records, and to state yourself a lender to the Company, ‘when
in reality you were. their debtor? His answer was, I really
cannot tell ; I have forgotten my reasons; the distance of
time is so great (namely, a tihe of about two years, or not
$0 long), I cannot give an account of the matter; perhaps I
had this motive ; perhaps I had another; (but what is the
most curious) perhaps I had none at all which I can now,
recollect. You shall hear the account which Mr. Hastings
himself gives, his own fraudulent representation of these
corrupt transactions. “For my motives for withholding the
several receipts from the knowledge of the cbuncil or of the
court of directors, and for taking bonds for part of these sums,
and Ppaying others into the treasury. as deposxts on my own
account, I 'have generally accounted in my letter to the
honourable the court of directors of the zznd of May, 1782,
namely, that I either choose to conceal the first’ receipts from.
public curiosity by.receiving bonds for the amount, or possibly
. acted without any studied design which my memory, at that
distance of time, could verify; and that I did not think it’
worth my care to observe the same means with the rest. It
will not be expected that I should be able to give a more
correct explanation of my intentions after a lapse of three-
years, having declared at the time that many particulirs had’
escaped my remembrance ; neither shall I attempt to add
more than the clearer affirmation of the facts implied in that
.report of them, and such inferences as necessarlly or with a
strong probability follow them.”
My lords, you see, as to any direct explanation, that he
fairly gives it up : he has used artifice and stratagem, which’
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he knows will not do ; and at last attempts to cover the trea-
<hery of his conduct by the treachery of his memory.
Frequent applications were made to Mr. Hastings upon this
article from this Company—gentle hints, gemitus columba-—
rather little amorous complaints, that he was not more open
and communicative ; but all these gentle insinuations were
never able to draw from him any further account till he came
to England. When he came here, he left not only his
memory, but all his notes and .references, behind in India.
When in India, the Company could get no account of them,
because he himself was not in England ; and when he was in
England, they could get no account, because his papers were
in India. He then sends over to Mr. Larkins to give that
account of his affairs which he was not able to give himsclf.
Observe, here is a man taking money privately, corruptly,
and which was to be sanctified by the future application of it,
taking false securities to cover it ; and who, when called upon
to tell whom he got the money from, for what ends, and on
what occasion, neither will tell in India, nor can tell in Eng-
land, but sends for such an account as he has thought proper
to turnish.

I am now to bring before you an account of what I think
much the most serious part of the effects of his system of
bribery, corruption, and peculation. My lords, I am to state
to you the astonishing and almost incredible means he made
use of to lay all the country under contribution, to bring the
whole into such dejection as should put his bribes out of the
way of discovery. Such another example of boldness and
contrivance I believe the world cannot furnish.

I have already shown amongst the mass of his corruptions,
that he let the whole of the lands to farm to the banyans.
Next, that he sold the whole Mahomedan government of that
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country to a woman. This was bold enough, one should
think ; but without enteri}lg into the gir'cumsta}ices of the
gevenue change, in 1772, Ira'.m to tell your lordships, that he
thad appointed six provincial councils, each consisting of many
‘members, who had the ordinary administration of civil justice
in that country, and the whole business of the collection of the
revenues. ‘ _

These provincial councils accounted to the Governor-
‘General and council, who in the revenue department had
the whole management, cont'rol, and regulation of the revenue.
Mr. Hastings did in several papers to the court of directors
-declare, that the establishment of these provincial councils,
which at first he stated only as experimental, had.proved use-
ful in the e;(periment. And on that use,” and ‘upon that ex-
periment, he had sent even the plan of an Act of Parliament,
to have it confirmed with the last and most sacred authority -
.of this country, The court of directors. desired, that, if he
thought any- other method more proper, he would send it to
them for their approbation. :

“"Thus the whole face of the British government the whole
of its order and constitution, remained from 1772 to 1781.
He had got rid, some time before this period by death, of
General Clavering ; by death of Colonel Manson ; and by
vexation and persecutlon, and “his consequent dereliction of
authority, he had shaken off Mr. Francis. The whole” council
consisting only of himself and Mr. Wheler, he, having the
casting vote, was in effect the whole council ; and if ever there
was a time- when principle, decency, and decorum rendered
it improper for hlm to do any e‘{traordmary acts without the
sanction of the court of directors, thdt was the time. Mr.
‘Wheler was taken off, despair perhaps rendering the man,
who had been in opposition futilely before, compliable.

s
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The man s dead. He certainly did not oppose him ; if he
had, it would have been in vain. But those very circum-
stances, which rendered it atrocious in Mr. Hastings to make
any chanze, induced him to make this.—He thought that =
moment's time was not to be lost,—that other colleagues
might come where he might be overpowered by z majority
again, and not able to pursue his corrupt plans. Therefore
he was resolved—your lordships will remark the whole of
this most daring and systematic plan of bribery and pecula-
tion,—he resolved to put it out of thé power of his council in
tuture to check or control him in any of the evil practices.

. Ganga Govind Singh.

The f£rst thing he did was to form an ostensible council
at Calcutta for the ‘management of the revenues, which was
not effectually bound, except it thought fit, to make any
reference to the supreme council. He delegated to them—
that is, to four convenated servants--those functions which
by Act of Parliament and the Company’s orders, were to be
exercised by the council general ; he delegated to four gentle-
men, creatares of his own, his own powers, but he laid them
out to good interest. It appears odd, that one of the first
acts of a GGovernor-General, so jealous of his power as he is
known to be, as soon as he had all the power in his own
hands, should be to put all the revenues out of his own
control. This upon the first view is an extraordinary pro-
ceeding. His next step was without apprising the court of
directors of the intention, or without having given an idea of
any such intention to his colleagues while alive, either those
who died in India or those who afterwards returned to Europe,
in one day, in a moment to annihilate the whole authority of
the provincial councils. and delesate the whala nnwar tn thees
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four gentlemen. These four gentlemen had for their secre-
tary an agent given them by Mr. Hastings ; a name that you
" will often here of—a name at the sound of which all India -
turns pale—the most wicked, the most atrocious, the boldest,
. the most dexterous villain that ever the rank servitude of that
country has producéd. My lords, I am speaking - with the
most assured freedom, because there never was a friend of
Mr. Hastings, there never was a foe of Mr. Hastings, there
never was any human person that ever differed on this occa-
sion, or expressed any other idea of Ganga Govinda Singh, -
the friend of Mr Hastings, whom he entrusted with this im--
portant post. But you shall hear from the account given by |
themselves what the council thought of their functions, of
their efficiency for the charge, and in whose hands that effi- -
ciency really was. I beg, hope, and trust, that your lordships '
-will learn from the persons themselves who were appointed to-
execute the office their opinion of the real execution of it, in
order that you may judge of the plan for which he destroyed:
the whole English adminstration in India. “The committee
mugt<have a diwan, or executive officer, call him by what
name you please. . This man in fact has all the revenue paid
at the presidency “at his disposal, and can, if he has any
abilities, bring all the renters under contribution. It is of
little advantage -to restrain. the committee themselves from
bribery or corruption, when their executive officer has the
power of practising both undetected.

“To display the arts employed by a native on such occa-
sions would fill a volume. He discovers the secret resources
of the Zemindars and renters, their enemies and competitors ;
and by the engines of hope and fear, raised upon these-
foundations, he can work them to his purpose. The com-
mittee, with the best intentions, best abilities, and steadiest
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application, must after all be a tool in the hands of their
diwan.”

Your lordships see what the opinion of the council was
of their own constitution. You see for what it was made.
You see for what purposes the great revenue-trust was taken
from the council general, from the supreme government. You
see for what purposes the executive power was destroyed.
You have it from one of the gentlemen of this commission, at
first four in number, and afterwards five, who was the most
active efficient member of it. You ‘see it was made for the
purpose of being a tool in the hands of Ganga Govind Singh ;
that integrity, ability, and vigilance could avail nothing ; that
the whole country might be laid under contribution by this
man, and that he could thus practise bribery with impunity.
Thus, your lordships see, the delegation of all the authority
of the country, above and below, is given by Mr. Hastings to
this Ganga Govind Singh. The screen, the veil spread before
this transaction, is torn open by the very people themselves
who are the tools in it. They confess they can do nothing ;
they know they are instruments in the hands of Ganga Govind
Singh ; and Mr. Hastings uses his name and authority to make
them such in the hands of the basest, the wickedest, the
corruptest, the most audacious and atrocious villain ever heard
of. It isto him all the English authority is sacrificed, and
four gentlemen are appointed to be his tools and instruments.
-~Tools and instruments for what ? They themselves state,
that, if he has the inclination, he has the power and ability, to
lay the whole country under contribution ; that he enters into
the most minute secrets of every individual in it, gets into the
bottom of their family affairs, and has a power totally to
subvert and destroy them ; and we shall show upon that head
that he well fulfilled the purposes for which he was appointed.
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Did Mr. Hastings pretend to say, that he destroyed the pro-
vincial councils for their corruptness or insufficiency, when he
dissolved them ? No ; he says he has no objection to their
.competency, no charge to make against their conduct, but
that he has degtroyed them for his new arrangement. And
what is his new arrangemet ? Ganga Govind Singh. Forty
English gentlemen were removed from their offices by that
change. Mr. Hastings did it, however, very economically ;
for all these gentlemen were instantly put upon pensions, and
-consequently burdened the establishment with a new charge.
Well, but the new council was formed and constituted upon a
very economical principle also. These five gentlemen, you
will have it in proof, with the necessary, expenses of their
office, were a charge of [£62,000 a year upon the esta-
blishment. But for great, eminent, capita..l services, 462,000,
i-hough a much larger sum than what was thought fit to be
allowed for the members of the supreme council itself, may
be admitted. I will pass it. It shall be granted to Mr. Hastings
that these pensions, though they created a new burden on the
establishment, were all well disposed, providéd the council
did their duty. But you have heard what they say them-
selves—they are not there p'ut to do any duty, they can do no
duty ; their ablilities, their integrity avail them nothing,—they
are tools in the hands of Ganga Govind Singh. Mr. Hastings
then has loaded the revenue with £62,000 éyear, to make
Ganga Govind-Singh master of the kingdom of Bengal, Behar
and Orissa. What must the thing to be moved be, when the .
' machinery, when the necessary tools for Ganga Govind Singh,
have cost £62,000 a year to the Company? There it is—it is
not my representation—not the representation fof observant
strangers, of good and decent people, that understand the
nature of that service, but the ‘opinion of the tools themselves.
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Now, did Mr. Hastings employ Ganga Govind Singh with-
out s knowled;;e of his character?  His character was known
to Mr. Hastings; it was recorded long before, when he was
turned out of another office. During my long residence, says
he, in this country, this is the first time I heard of the charac-
ter of Ganga Govind Singh being infamous. No information
I have received, though I have heard many people speak ill
of him, ever pointed to any particular ar/ of infamy committed
by Ganga Govind Singh. I have no intimate knowlcdge of
Ganga Govind Singh. Wha! 1 understood of his character has
been from Europeans as well as natives. After--¢ [{le had
many enemies at the time he was proposed to be employed in
the Company’s se.rvioe, and not on¢ advocate among the natives
who had immediate access to myself. 1 think, therefore,
it his character had been such as has been describ-
ed, the knowledge of it couid hardly have failed to have
been ascertained to me by the specific facts. I have heard
him loaded, as I have many others, with general reproa-
ches, but have never heard any one express a doubt of
kis abilities.” Now, if anything in the world should induce
you to put the whole trust of the revenues of Bengal,
both above and below, into the hands of a single man, and
to delegate to him the whole jurisdiction of the country, it
must be that he either was, or at least was reputed to be, a
man of integrity. Mr. Hastings does not pretend that he is
reputed to be a man of integrity. Ile knew that he was not
able to contradict the charge brought against him ; and that
he had been turned out of office by his collegues, for reasons
assigned upon record, and approved by the directors,—for
malversation in office. He had, indeed, crept again into the
Calcutta committee ; and they were upon the point of turning
him out for malversation, when Mr. Hastings saved them the
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trouble by turning out the whole committee, consisting of a
president and five members. So that in all times, in all
characters, in all places, he stood as a man of a bad cha_.racter
and evil repute, though supposed to be a man of great
abilities. '
My lords, permit me for one moment to drop my re-
presentative character here, and to speak to your lordships
only as a man of some experience in the world, and- conver-
sant with the affairs of men; and with the characters of men.
I do then declare my conviction, and wish it may stand
recorded to posterity, that there never.was a éad man that had
ability for good service. It is mot-in the nature of such
men ; their minds are so distorted to selfish purposes, to
knavish, artificial, and crafty means of accomplishing those
selfish ends, that, if put to any good service, they are "poor,
dull, helpless. Their natural faculties never have that direc-
tion,—they are paralytic on that'side ;—the muscles, if I may
use the expression, that ought to move it are all dead. They
- know nothing, but how to pursue.selfish ends by wicked and
indirect means. No man ever knowingly employed a bad
man on account of his abilities, but for evil ends. Mr.
Hastings knew this man to be bad ; all the world .knew him
to be bad ; and how did he employ him? In such a man-
ner as that he might be controlled by ot}lers ? A great deal
might be said for him, if this had been the case. There
might be circumstances in which such a man might. be used
in a subordinate capacity.” But who ever thought of putting
such a man virtually in possession of the whole authority both
of the committee and the council general, and of the revenues
of the whole country ?
As soon as we find Ganga Govind Singh here, we find him
- employed in the way in which he was meant to be’ employed ;

\

'
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that is to say, we find him employed in taking corrupt bribes
and corrupt presents for Mr. Hastings. Though the com-
mittee were tools in his hands, he was a tool in the hands of
Mr. Hastings ; for he had, as we shall prove, constant, uni-
torm, and close communications with Mr. Hastings. And
indeed, we may be saved a good deel of the trouble of proof ;
for Mr. Hastings himself, by acknowledging him to be his
bribe-broker, has pretty well authenticated a secret corres-
pondence between them. For the next great bribe as yet
discovered to be taken by Mr. Hasting$, about the time, of
his great operation of 1781, was the bribe of (40,000, which
we charge to have been privately taken from ome of two
persons, but from which is not yet ascertained, but paid to
him through his flagitious black agent of his iniquities, Ganga
Gobind Singh. The .discovery is made by another agent of
his, called Mr. Larkins, one of his white bribe confidants,
and by him made accountant-general to the supreme presi-
dency. For this sum, so clandestinely and corruptly taken,
he received a bond to himself, on his own account, as for
money lent to the Company. For, upon the frequent, press-
ing, tender solicitations of the court of directors, always in-
sinuated to him in a very delicate manner, Mr. Hastings had
writtén to Mr. Larkins to find out, if he could, some of his
own bribes; and accordingly Mr. Larkins sent over an ac-
count of various bribes ; an account which, even before it
comes directly in evidence before you, it will be pleasant to
your lordships to read. In this account, under the head
Dinajpur, No 1, 1 find, © Duplicate copy of the particulars of
debls, in which the component parts of sundry sums received on
the account of the Honourable Company of Merchants irading
o the East-Indies were received by Mr. Hastings, and paid to
the sub-treasurer.”” We find here. Dinaitur teshkush. four
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lacs of rupees—kabuliat, that is, an agreement to pay four lacs
of rupees, of which three were received, and one remained in
balance at the time this account was made out. All that we
can learn from this account, after all otr researches, after all
the court of directqrs could do to squeeze it out of him, is—
that he received from Dinajpur, at twelve monthly payments,
a sum of about three lacs of rupees, upon an engagement to
pay him four :—that is, he received about £30,000 out of
£ 10,000 which was to be paid him ; and we are told that he
received this sum through the hands of Ganga Govind Singh ;
and that he was exceedingly angry with Ganga Govind Singh
for having kept back or defrauded him of the sum of £10,000.
out of the £40,000. To keep back from .him the fourth part
of the whole bribe was very reprehensible behaviour in Ganga
Gobind Singh, certainly very unworthy of the great and high
trust which Mr. Hastings reposed in his integrity. My lords,

. this letter tells us* Mr. Hastings was much irritated at Ganga:

Govind Singh. You will hereafter see how Mr. Hastings
behaves to persons against whom he is irritated for their
frauds upon him in their joint concerns. In the meantime
Ganga Govind Singh rests with you as a person with whom:
Mr. Hastings is displeased on account of infidelity in the-
honourable trust of bribé-undertaker and manager.

My lords, you are not very much enlightened, I believe, -
by seeing these words Dinajpur peshkuskh. We find a province,
we find a sum of money, we find an agent, and we find a
receiver. The province :is Dinajpur, the agent is Ganga
Govind Singh, the sum agréed on is £40,000, and the receiver
of a part of that is Mr. Hastings. This is all that can be seen.
Who it was that gave this sum of money to Mr. Hastings in
this manner does no way appear,—it is murder oy persons
unknown ; and this is the way in which Mr. Hastings, after.al}
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the reiterated solicitations of parliament, of the Company, and
the public, has left the account of this bribe.

Let us; however, now see what was the state of transac-
tions at Dinajpur at that period. For if Mr. Hastings, in
the transactions at that period, did anything for that country,
it must be presumed this money was given for those acts;
for Mr. Hastings confesses it was a sum of money corruptly
received, but honestly applied. It does not signify much,
at first view, from whom he received it ; it is encugh
:0 fix upon him that he did receive Tt. But because the conse-
quences of his bribes .nake the main part of what I intend
to bring before your lordships, 1 shall beg to state to you,
with your indulgence, what 1 have been able to discover
by a very close investigation of the records respecting :his
business of Dinajf)ur.

Dinajpur, Rangpore, and FEdrackpur make a counuy. |
believe, pretty nearly as large as all the northern counties
of England, VYorkshire included ; it is no mean country,
and it has a prince of great, ancient, illustrious descent at
the head of it, called the Raja of Dinajpur.

I find that, about the month of July, 1780, the Raja
of Dinajpur after a long and lingering illness died, leaving
a half-brother and an adopted son. A litigation respecting
the succession instantly arose in the family; and this
litigation was of course referred to, and was finally to
be decided by, the Governor-General in council,—being the
ultimate authority to which the decision of all these questions
was to be referred. This cause came before Mr. Hastings,
and I find that he decided the question in favour of the
adopted son of the Raja against his half-brother. I find that
upon that decision a rent was settled, and a peshkush, or fine,
paid.—So that all that is in this transaction is fair and
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above-board ; there is a dispute settled ; there is a fine paid ;
there, is a rent reserved to the Company : and the whole is a fair
settlement. But I find along with it very extraordinary acts ;
for I find Mr. Hastings taking part in favour of the minor,
agreeably to the principles of others, and contrary to his own.
I find that he gave the guardianship of this adopted son to the
brother of the Rani, as she is called, or the widow of the
deceased Raja ; and, though the hearing and settling of this
business was actually a gart of the duty of his office, yet I
find that, when the steward of the province of Dinajpur
was coming down to represent this case to Mr. Hastings,
" on pretence that it would only tend to increase the f_aniily
dissensions, so far from hearing fully all the parties in
this business, not only sent him back, but .ordered him to be

actually tyined out of his office.. If.then the (40,000 be the
same with the money, taken,from,the Raja in 1780,.t0 which
account it seems to refer (for it was taken in\regul'ar payments,
beginning July 1780, and ending at the same period in 1781),

it was.a,sum of money. corruptly taken by him as a judge.in:
a litigation -of inheritance between two great .parties. o-So* that
he received the sum.of £40,000 for a judgment; which,

whether that judgment:.was right or.wrong, true,or, false, he
corruptly received. 1., ;v o L v A g

This sum was received, as your lordships ,will observe,

through Ganga Govind ‘Singh. He was the broker of the

‘agreement ; he was the person who was to receive it by
monthly instalments, and he was to pay it to Mr. Hastings.—
His son was in the office) of  register-general of ne.whole"
country, who had in_his custody all the papers, documents,
“and everything whlch could tend .to - settle a lmgatlon among
the parties,

If Mr. Hastings took this bribe from the Ra]a of Dinajpur,
14 A .
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he took a bribe from an infant of five years old through the
hands of the register. That is, the judge receives a bribe
through the hands of the keeper of the genealogies of the
family, the records, and other documents, which must have
had the principal share in settling the question.

This history of this Dinajpur peshkush is the public one
received by the Company, and which is entered upon the re-
cord—but not the private, and probably the true, history of
this corrupt transaction. »

Very soon after this decision, very soon after this
peshkush was given, we find all the officers of the young
Raja, who were supposed to have given it, turned out of
their employment by Ganga Govind Singh, by the very man
who received the peshkash for Mr. Hastings. We find them
all turned out of their employments : we find them all accused,
without any appearance or trace in the records of any proof
of embezzlement, of neglect in the education of the minor
Raja, of the mismanagement of his affairs, or the allotment
of an unsuitable allowance. And accordingly to prevent the
relations of his adopted mother—to prevent those who might
be supposed to have an immediate interest in the family—
from abusing the trust of his education, and the trust of the
management of his fortune, Ganga Govind Singh—(for I trust
your lordships would not suffer me, if I had a mind, to quote
that tool of a thing the committee of revenue, bought at
£62,000 a year, you would not suffer me to name it, especially
when you know all the secret agency of bribes in the hand of
Ganga Govind Singh)—this Ganga Govind Singh produces
soon after another character, to whom he consigns the
custody of the whole family and the whole province.
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Appoiniment of Debi Singh.

I will do Mr. Hastings the ]ustxce to say, that; if he had
known there was another man more accomplished in all
iniquity than Ganga Govind Singh, he would not have given
him the first place in his confidence. But there is another

-next to him in the country, whom you are to hear of by and

by, called Debi Singh. This person, in the universal opi'nion
of all Bengal, is ranked next to Ganga Govind Singh; and,.
‘what is very curious, they have been recorded by Mr. Hastings
-as rivals in the same virtues. '

v

. Arcades ambo, . .
Et cantare pares, et respondere parati.
But Mr. Hastings has the happiest mode in'the world; these
tivals were reconciled on this occasion, and Ganga -Gobind
Singh appoints Debi Singh, superseding all the other officers
for no reason whatever upon record. And because like
champions they ought to go in pairs/ there is an English
gentleman, one Mr. Goodlad whom you will hear of presently,
-appointed along with him. Absolute strangers to the Raja’s
family, the first act they do is—to cut off 1000 out of 1600
a month from his allowance. They state (though there was’

a great number of- dependants to maintain) that 6oo. would

be enough.to maintain- “him.: . There appears in the account
of these proceedings to be such a flutter about the care of -the
Raja, and the management ‘of his household ; in short, that

-ithere never-was-such a tender guardianship as’, always with the

. ~knowledge of Mr. Hastings, is exercised over this.poor Rajah, -

.

who had just given, if ‘he did . give, £40,000 for Zisown
inheritance; if it.was this’'due,~for ‘the  -inheritance, of
-others, if it was not his due.- One would, think he ,was
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entitled to some mercy; but probably, because the money
could not otherwise be supplied, his establishment was cut
down by Debi Singh and Mr. Goodlad a thousand a month,
which is just twelve thousand a year.

When Mr. Hastings had appointed those persons to the
guardianship, who had an interest in the management of the
Raja’s education and fortune, one should have thought, before
they were turned out, he would at least have examined
whether such a step was proper or not. No ; they were turned
out, without any such examinati&x; and when I come to
enquire into the proceedings of Ganga Govind Singh’s com-
mittee, I do not find that the new guardians have brought to
account one single shilling they received, appointed as they
were by that council newly made to superintend all the affairs
of the Raja.

There is not one word to be found of an account: Debi
Singh’s honour, fidelity, and disinterestedness, and that
of NMir. Goodlad, is sufficient ; and that is the way in which
the management and superintendence of one of the greatest
houses in that country is given to the guardianship of
strangers. And how is it managed ? We find Debi Singh
in possession of the Raja’s family, in possession of his
affairs, in the management of his whole zemindari; and
in the course of the next year he is to give him in farm
the whole of the revenues of these three provinces. Now
whether the peshkash was received for the nomination of
the Raja, as a bribe in judgment, or whether Mr. Hastings
got it from Debi Singh, as a bribe in office, for appointing
him to the guardianship of a family that did not belong to him,
and for the dominion of three great and once wealthy pro-
vinces—which is best or worst I shall not pretend to determine.
You find the Raja in his possession. You find his education,
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“is household in his possession. The public revenues are in
‘his possession ; they‘are given over to him.

If we look at the records, the letting of these provinces
-appears to have been carried on by the new committee of
-Tevenue, as the course and order of business required it should.
But by the investigation into Mr. Hastings’s money transac-
“tions, the insufficiency and fallacy of these records is manifest
-beyond a doubt. From this investigation it is discovered,
that it was in reality . a -bargain secretly struck between the
Governor-General and Debi Singh ; and that the committee
were only employed in the mere official forms. From the
time that Mr. Hastings new modelled the revenue system,
mnothing is seen in its true shape. We now know, in spite of
the fallacy of these records, who the true "granter was ; it will
not be amiss to go a little further in supplying their ’defects,\

“and to inquire a little concerning the grantee. This makes
‘it hecessary for me to inform your lordships who. Debi =
Singh is, - ’ '
[Mr, Burke here read the committee’s recommendation of Debi
Singh to the Governor-General and council : bui the copy of the
paper alluded to is wanting.) ‘
% * * ) *® L % * * *
, Here is a choice ; here is Debi Singh presented for his
knowledge in business, his.trust and fidelity ; and that he is a
Jperson against whom no objection can be made. This is
presented to Mr. Hastings, by him recorded in the council
books, and by him transmitted to the court of directors. Mr.
Hastings has since recorded, that he knew this Debi Singh
-(though he here publicly authorizes-.the xomination of him to
-all that great body of trusts), that he knew, him to \be a-man
-completely capable of the most atrocious iniquities that were
“.ever charged upon man: Debi Singh is appointed to.all those '
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gréat trusts through the means of Ganga Govind Singh, from
whom he (Mr. Hastings) had received £30,000 as a part of
bribe.

Now though it is a large field, though it is a thing that, I
must confess, 1 feel a reluctance almost in venturing to
underiake, exhausted as I am, yet such is the magnitude of
the affair, such the evil consequences that followed from a
system of bribery, such the horrible consequence of super-
seding all the persons in office in thg country, to give it into
the hands of Debi Singh, that though it is the public opinion,
and though no man that has ever heard the nar.e of
Debi Sing does not know, that he was only second to
Ganga Govind Singh, yet it is not to my purpose, unless I
prove that Mr. Hastings knew his character at the very time
he accepts him as a person against whom no exception could
be made.

It is necessory to inform your lordships who this Debi
Singh was, to whom these great trusts were committed, and
those great provinces given. )

It may be thouglht, and not unnaturally, that in this sort of
corrupt and venal appointment to high trust and office, Mr.
Hastings has no iother consideration than the money he re-
ceived. But whoever thinks so will be deceived. Mr. Hastings
was very far from indifferent to the character of the persons he
dealt with. On the contrary, he made a most careful selection ;
he had a very scrupulous regard to the aptitude of the
men for the purposes for which he employed them ; and was
much guided by his experience of their conduct in those
offices which had been sold to them upon former occasions.

Except Ganga Gobind Singh (whom, as justice required

Mr. .Hastings distinguished by the highest marks of his
confidence), thete was not a man in Bengal, perhaps not
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upon earth, a match for this Debi Singh. He was not an
unknown subject ; not-one rashly taken <up as an experiment.
He was a tried man ; and if there had been 'one more des-
perately corrupt, more wildly and flagitiously oppressive; to be
found unemployed in .India, large as his offers were, Mr.
" Hastings would not have taken this money from Debi Smgh

Debi Singh is one of (those who in the early stages of
the English - power in' Bengal attached himself to those
natives who then stood high in office. He courted Mahomed
Reza Khan, a Musulman &f the highest rank of the tribe
of Koreish whom I have already mentioned, then at the
head of the‘revenue and now at the head of the criminal
justice of Bengal with all the supple as51du1ty of which those
who possess no valuable art of useful ta,lent are commonly

_ complete masters. Possessing .large funds-. acquired by his-

c-apprenticeship and novitiate in the lowest frauds, he was
enabled to lend to this then powerful man, in the several
emergencies of his variable fortune, very large sums of money.
This great man had been brought down by Mr. Hastings,
under the orders of the court of directors, upon a cruel charge
to Calcutta. He was accused of many crimes, and acquitted
£220,000 in debt. That'is to say, as soon as he was a great
debtor he ceased to be a great criminal.

Debi Singh obtained by his services no -slight inﬂuence’
over Mahomed Reza Khan, a person of a character very
different from his.

From that connection he was appointed to the farm of
the revenue, and inclusively of the government of Purnea, a
province of very great extent, and then in a state of no incon-
siderable opulence. In this office he exerted his talents with so
much vigour and industry, that in a very short time the

province was half depopulated, and tosally ruined.

\ i
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The farm, on the expiration of his lease, was taken
by a set of adventurers in this kind of traffic from Calcutta.
But when the new undertakers came to survey the object
of their future operations and future profits, they were
so shocked at the hideous and squalid scenes of misery
and desolation that glared upon them in every quarter,
that they instantly fled out of the country, and thought
themselves but too happy to be permitied, on the pay-
ment of a penalty of [12,000, to be released from their
engagements. °

To give in a few words as clear anidea as I am able to
give of the immense volume which might be composed of the
vexations, violénce, and rapine of that tyrannical administration,
the territorial revenue of Purnea, which had been let to Debi
Singh at the rate of £ 160,000, sterling a year was with difficuliy
leased for a yearly sum under £go0,000; and with all rigour
of exaction produced in effect little more than £60,000, falling
greatly below one half of its original estimate.—So entirely
did the administration of Debi Singh exhaust all the resources
of the province ; so totally did his baleful influence blast the
very hope and spring of all future revenue.

The administration of Debi Singh was too notoriously
destructive not to cause a general clamour. [t was impossible
that it should be passed over without animadversion.
Accordingly, in the month of September, 1772, Mr. Hastings,
then at the head of the commitiee of circuit, removed him
for mal-administration ; and he has since publicly declared on
record, that he knew him to be capable of all the most horrid
and atrocious crimes that can be imputed to man.

This brand, however, was only a mark for Mr. Hastings
to find him out hereafter in the crowd; to identify him
for his own; and to call him forth into ;action when his
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virtues should be sufficiently matured fdr the services in which
he afterwards employed him through his, instruments, Mr.
Anderson and Ganga Govind Singh. In the mean time he
1eft Debi Singh to the direction of his own good genius.

Debi Singh was stigmadtized in the Company’s records,
his reputation was - gone, but his funds were safe. In the
arrangement made by Mr. Hastings in the year 1773, by
which provincial councils were formed, Debi Singh became
deputy steward, or secretary (soon in effect and influence.
principal steward), to the®provincial council of Murshidabad,
the seat of the old government, and the first province of the
kingdom ; and to his charge were committed various extensive
and populous provinces yielding an annual Tevenue of 120
ldcs of rupees, or £ 1,500,000. This division of provincial
«council included Rangpur, Edrakpur, and others, where he
obtained such a knowledge of their résources as subsequently

to get possession of them.

Debi Singh, found this administration composed
mostly’of young men dissipated and fond of pleasure, as is
usual at that ~ time of life; but desirous of recon-
ciling those pleasures which wusually consume wealth,
with the means of making a great and speedy fortune ; at once
eager candidates for opulence, and perfect novices in all
the roads that lead to it. Debi Singh commiserated their

" youth and inexperience, and took upon him to be their guide,

+ There is a " reverine in that country raised by a tax more
productive than laudable. It is an imposition on public
prostitutes, a duty upon the societies of dancing girls; those
seminaries from which Mr. Hastings his selected an adininis-
trator of justice and' governor of kingdoms. Debi Singh
thought it expedient to farih this tix ; not dnly bécause he |
neglected no sort of gajn, but because he regarded it as, no

’
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contemptible means of power and influence. Accord-
ngly, in plain terms, he opened a legal brothel, out of
which he carefully reserved (you may be sure) the very
flower of his collection for the entertainment of his young
superiors ; ladies recommended not only by personal merit,
but, according to the eastern custom, by sweet and enticing
names which he had given them. For, if they,were to be
translated, they would sound—Riches of my Life ; Wealth of
my Soul ; Treasure of Perfection ; Diamond of Splendour ;
Pearl of Price ; Ruby of Pure Blood, and other metaphorical
descriptions, that, calling up dissonant passions to enhance
the value of the general harmony, heightened the attractions
ot 'ove with the allurements of avarice. A moving seraglio of
these ladies always attended his progress, and were always
brought to the splendid and multiplied entertainments with
which he regaled his council. In these iestivities, whilst his
guests were engaged with the seductions of beauty, the intoxi-
cations of the most delicious wines of France, and the
voluptuous vapour of perfumed India smoke, uniting the vivid
satisfactions of Europe with the torpid blandishments of Asia,
the great magician himself, shaste in the midst of dissoluteness,
sober mn the centre of debauch, vigilant in the lap of negligence
and oblivion, attended with an eagle's eye the moment for
thrusting in business, and at such times was able to carry
without difficulty points of shameful enormity, which at other
hours he would not so much as have dared to mention to his
cmployers, young men rather careless and inexperienced than
intentionally corrupt. 'Not satisfied with being pander to their
pleasures, he anticipated, and was purveyor to, their wants,
and supplied them with a constant command of money ; and
by these means he reigned with an uncontrolled dominion
over the province and over its governors.
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For you ::tre'to understand that in many things we are:
very much misinformed with regard to the true seat of power
in India. Whilst we were proudly :calling India a British
government, it was in substance a govérnment of the lowest,
basest, and most flagitious of the native rabble ; to whom the-
far greater part of the English, who figured in employment
and station, had from ‘their - earliest youth been slaves-and
instruments. Banyans had anticipated the period of their
power in premature adval.nses of money, and have ever after
obtained the entire dominion over their nominal masters.

By these various ways and means Debi Singh contrived to-
‘add job to job, employment to employment, and to hold,
besides the farms of two' very considerable districts, various-
trusts in the revenue ; sometimes openly appearing, sometimes-
hid two or three deep in false names ; emerging into light, or
shrouding "himself in darkness, as successful or defeated

" crimes rendered him bold or cautious. Eirery one of these-
trusts was marked with its own fraud ; and for one of those
frauds ¢ommitted by him in another name, by which he-
became deeply in balance to the revenue, he was publicly
whipped by proxy. . .

All this while Mr. Hastings kept his eye upon him, and:
attended to' his progress. But, as he rose in Mr. Hasting’s .
opinion, he' fell in that-of his immediate employers. - By
degrees, as reason prevailed, and the fumes of pleasure eva-
porated, the provincial council emerged from their first
dependence ; and, finding nothing but infamy attending the

' councils and services of such a man, resolved to dismiss
him. In this strait, and crisis of his power, the artist turned'
himself into*all shapes. He offered great sums individually;
he offered them collectively ; and at last put a carte blanche

on the table—All to no purpose! What, are you stones 2
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—Have Inct mento deal with?—Will flesh and blood
refuse me ?

When Debi Singh found that the council had entirely escap-
ed, and were proof egainst his offers, he left them with a
sullen and menacing silence. He applied where he had good
inteligence that these offers would be well received; and that
he should at once be revenged of the council, and obtain all
the ends which through them he had sought in vain.

Without hesitation or scruple Mr, Hastings sold a set of inno-
cent officers ; sold his fellow-servants of the Company, entitled
by every duty to his protection ; sold English subjects, recom-
mended by every tie of national sympathy ; sold the honour
of the British government itself ; without charge, without com-
plaint, without allegation of crime in conduct, or of insuffi-
ciency in talents ; he sold them to the most known and aban-
doned character which the rank servitude of that clime pro-
duces. For 4im, he entirely broke and quashed the council
of Murshidabad, which had been the settled government for
twelve years (a long period in the changeful history of India),
at a time too when it had acquired a great degree of consis-
tency, an official experience, a knowledge and habit of busi-
ness, and was making full amends for early errors.

For now Mr. Hastings, having buried Colonel Monson and
General Clavering, and having shaken off Mr. Francis, who
retired half dead from office, began at length to respire; he
found elbow-room once more to display his genuine nature and
disposition, and to make amends in a riot and debauch of
peculation for the forced abstinence to which he was reduced
during the usurped dominion of honour and integrity.

It was not enough that the English were thus sacrificed to
the revenge of-Debi Singh. It was necessary to deliver over the
natives to his avarice. By the intervention of bribe brokerage
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he united the two great rivals in iniquity, who before,.
from an emulation of crimes, were enemies to each other,
Ganga Govind Singh and Debi Sinéh. He\,negotiated the
bribe and the farm of the latter through the former, and Debi
Singh was invested in farm for two years with the three pro-
vinces of Dinajpur, Edrakpur and Rangpur ; territories maka-
ing together a tract of land superior in dimensions to the
northern counties of England, VYorkshire included.

To prevent anything which might prove an obstacle on the
full swing of his genius, te removed all the restraints which
had been framed to give an ostensible credit, to give some
show of official order, to the plans of revenue administration. -
framed from time to time in Bengal., Ah officer, called
a dewan had been established in the provinces, expressly:
as a check on the person who should act as farmer-
general. This office "he conferred along with that of farmer-

_general on Debi Singh, in order that Debi might become-
an effectual check upon Singh; and thus these provinces,
without inspection, without control, without law, and without
magistrates, were delivered over by Mr. Hastings, bound:
hand and foot, ' to- the discretion of the man ‘vyhom he
had before recorded as the destroyer of Purnea, and capable
of every the most atrocious.wickedness that could be imputed:
to man. C.

Fatally for thenatives of .India, every wild project and
every corrupt sale of Mr. Hastings, and those whose example
he followed, is covered with a pretended increase of rcvenue"
to the Company. Mr. Hastings would not pocket his bribe of
£ 40,000 for himself, without letting the Company in as a
sharer and accomplice. For, the.province of Rangpur, the
object to which I, mean in this instance.to, confine your
attention, £7,000 a year: was added.” But lest this ayowed:
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increase of rent should seem to lead to oppression, great
and religious care was taken in the covenant, so stipulated
with (Debi Singh, that 74és increase should not arise from
any additional assessment whatsoever on the country, but
solely from improvements in the cultivation, and the en-
couragement to be given to the landholder and husbandman.
But as Mr. Hastings’s bribe of a far greater sum was not
guarded by any such provision, it was left to the discretion
of the donor in what manner he was to indemnify himself
for it. -

Debi Singh fixed the seat of his authority at Dinajpur,
where, as soon as he arrived, he did not lose 2 moment in
doing his duty. .If Mr. Hastings can forget his covenant,
you may easily believe that Debi Singh had not a more
correct memory ; and, accordingly, as soon as he came into
the province he instantly broke every covenant which he
had entered into, as a restraint on his avarice, rapacity, and
tyranny, which, from the highest of the nobility and gentry
to the lowest husbandman, were afterwards exercised, with
a stern and unrelenting impartiality, upon the whole people.
For notwithstanding the province before Debi Singh's lease
was, from various causes, in a state of declension, and in
balance for the revenue of the preceding year, at his very
first entrance into office he forced from the zamindars or
landed gentry an enormous increase of their tribute. They
refused compliance. On this refusal he threw the whole
body of zamindars into prison ; and thus in bonds and fetters
compelled them to sign their own ruin by an increase of
rent which they knew they could never realize.

Having thus got them under, he added exaction to
exaction, so that every day announced some new  and
varied demand ; until exhausted by these oppressions they



+
WARREN HASTINGS ; 5TH DAY, I7TH FEBY, 1788 223
\

" were brought to the extrermty to which he meant to drive
them, the sale of their lands.
The lands held by the zamindars of that country
are of many descriptions. The first and most general
are those that pay revenue. The -others are of the nature
of demesne lands, which are free and pay no rent to
government. The latter are for the immediate support of
" the zamindars and their families, as from the former they
" derive their influence,,authority, and the means of up-
holding their dignity. The lands of the former description
© were. 1mmed1ately attached, sequestered and sold for the
‘most trifling consideration. The rent-fres lands, the best:
and richest lands of the ‘whole provmce,'were sold—sold
for—what do your lordships think:?—They were sold for
less than one year’s purchase,—at less than one year's
purchase, at the most underrated value ; so that the fee-
simple of an English acre of rent-free land sold at the rate
of seven or eight shillings. ‘Such a sale on such terms
strongly indicated the purchaser. And how did it turn out
in fact ? The purchaser was the very agent and instrument
of Mr. Hastings, Debi Singh himself. He made the exac-
" tion ; he forced thé sale; he reduced the rate; and he
: became the purchaser at less than one -year's purchase, and
paid with the very money whrch he had extorted from the
miserable vendors.

When'he had thus sold and separated ‘these lands, he
united the whole body of them, amounting-to about £7000
sterlmg a year (but according to the rate of" money and
living in that country equivalent to a rental in England of

£ 30,000 2 year); and then havmg raiséd‘in the new let-
" ting, s ‘on thé sale he had® frhuduiently reduced;: those
lancis, he reserved them as afi” estate fof “himself, or to

/.
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whomsoever resembling himself Mr. Hastings should order
them to be disposed.

The lands thus sold for next to no thing, left of
course the late landholder still in debt. The failure of
fund, the rigorous exaction of debt, and the multiplica-
tion of new arbitrary taxes, next carried off the goods.
There is a circumstance attending this business, which
will call for your lordships’ pity. Most of the landholders
or zemindars in that country happened at that tim< to
be women. The sex there is in a state certainly resembling
imprisonment, but guarded as a sacred treasure with
all possible attention and respect. None of the coarse
male hands of the law can reach them; but they have a
custom very cautiously used in all good-governments there
of employing female bailiffs, or sergeants, in the executior
of the law, where that sex is concerned. Guards, therefore,
surrounded the houses ; and then female seargeants and
bailiffs entered into the habitations of these female
zemindars, and held their goods and persons in execution,
nothing being left but what was daily threatened, their life
and honour. The landholders, even women of eminent rank
and condition, for such the greatest part of the zemindars
then were, fled from the ancient seats of their ancestors,
and left their miserable followers and servants, who in that
country are infinitely numerous, without protection and
without bread. The monthly instalment of Mr, Hastings’s
bribe was become due, and his rapacity must be fed from
the vitals of the people.

The zemindars, before their own flight, had the morti-
fication {to ‘see 'all 'the land assigned to charitable
religious uses, the humane and pious foundations of
themselves and their ancestors made to support infirmity
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-and decrepitude, to give feet to the lame and eyes to
‘the blind, and to effect which they had deprived them-
selves - of many of the enjoyments of life, cruelly seques-
- tered and sold at the same market of wviolence and
‘fraud, where there demesne possessions and their goods had
been before made away with. Even the lands and funds set
-aside for their funeral ceremonies, in which they hoped to
find an end to their miseries, and' some indeminity of ima-
‘gination for all the substantial sufferings of their lives,—even
the very feeble consolations of death were by the same rigid
hand of tyranny, a tyranny more consuming than the funeral
.pile, more greedy than the grave, and more inexorable than
" death itself, seized and taken to make good the honotir of
corruption, and the faith of br\bery pledged. to Mr. Hastings
o1 his instruments.

~

" Thus issfared with the better and ‘middling orders of the
“:people. Were the lower, the more industrious, spared —
.Alas ! as their situation was far more helpless, their oppression
‘was inﬁni{ely more sore and grievous,—the exactions yet more
" -excessive, the demand yet more vexatious, more capricious,
more arbitrary. To afford your lordships some idea of the
-condition of those who were served up to satisfy Mr. Hastings’s
hunger and thirst for bribes, I shall read it to you in the very
:words of the representative tyrant himself, Raja Debi Singh,
Debi Singh, when he was charged with a fraudulent sale of
the ornaments of gold and silver of women, who, according
‘to the modesl of that country, had starved themselves to deco-
‘rate their unhappy persons, argued on the improbability of
this part of the charge, in these very Wwords : A

“It is notorious, says he, “that poverty generally prevails
amongst the husbandmen of Rangpur, more perhaps than in
-any other parts of the country.. They are seldom possessed

: 15 s
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of any property except at the time they reap their harvest;
and at others barely procure their subsistence. And this i3
the cause that such members of them were swept away by the
famine. Their effects are only a little earthenware, and their
houses only a handful of straw ; the sale of @ #housand of which
would not perhaps produce twenty shillings.”

['hese were the opulent people from whose superfluities Mr.
Hastings was to obtain a gift of {40,0co over and above a
large increase of rent, over and above the exactions by which
the tarmer must reimburse himself for the advance of the
money, by which he must obtain the natural profit of the farm,
ax-well as supply the peculium of his own avarice.

Therefore your lordships will not be surprised at the
consequences. All this unhappy race of little farmers and
wnicrs of the soil were driven like a herd of cattle by his
¢wiLrioners, and compelled by imprisonments, by fetters, and
bv vruel whippings, to engage for more than the whole of
iheir substance or possible acquisition.

+)ver and above this there was no mode of extortion
which the inventive imagination of rapacity could contrive
shat was not contrived and was not put in practice. On
its own day your lordships will hear with astonishment,
detestation, and horror, the detail of these tyrannous inven-
yons; and it will appear, that the aggregate of these super-
added demands amounted to as great a sum as the whole of
the compulsory rent on which they were piled.

The country being in many parts left wholly waste, and in
all parts considerably depopulated by the first rigours, the full
raie of the district was exacted from the miserable survivors.
Their burdens were increased as their fellow-labourers, to
whose joint efforts they were to owe the means of payment,
diminished. Driven to make payments, beyond all possible
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calculation, previous to receipts and above their means, in a
very short time they fell into the hands of usurers.

The usurers, who under such a government held their own
funds by a precarious tenure, and were to lend to those whose
substance was still more precarious (to the natural hardness
and austerity of that race of men), had additional motives to
extortion, and made their terms accordingly.  And what
were the terms these poor people were obliged to consent
to, to answer the bribes and peshkush paid to Mr. Hastings ?
five, ten, twenty, forty per cent.? No! at an interest of six
hundred per cent. per annum, payable by the day\! A tiller of
land to pay six hundred per cent. to discharge the demands
of government! What exhaustless fund of Opulence could
supply this destructive resource of wretchedness and misery ?
Accordingly, the husbandman ground to powder between the
usurer below and the oppressor above, the whole crop of the
country was forced at once to market ; and the market glutted,
overcharged, and suffocated, the price of grain fell to the fifth
part of its usual value. The crop was then gomne, but the
debt remained. An universal treasury-extent, and process of
execution, followed on the cattle and steck, and was enforced,
with more or less rigour, in every Qquarter. We have it in
evidence, that!in those sales five cows were sold for not more
than seven or eight shillings. .All other things were depreciat-
ed in the same proportion. The sale of the instruments of
husbandry succeeded to that of the corn and stock. Instances
there are, where, all other things failing, the farmers were
dragged from the court to their houses, in order to see them

first plundered, and then burnt down before their faces. It
was not a rigorous collection of revenue, it was a savage war

made upon the country.
The peasants were left little (else than their families and

v ' \

-
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their bodies, The families were disposed of. Itis a known
observation, that those who have the fewest of all other worldly
enjoyments are the most tenderly attached to their children
and wives. The most tender of parents sold their children at
market. The most fondly jealous of husbands sold their
wives. The tyranny of Mr. Hastings extinguished every sen-
timent of father, son, brother, and husband !

I come now to the last stage of their miseries; everything
visible and vendible was seized and sold. Nothing but the
bodies remained.

It is the nature of tyranny and rapacity never to learn
moderation from the ill success of first oppressions ; on the
contrary, all oppressors all men thinking highly of the
methods dictate, by their nature, attribute the frustration of
their desires to the want of sufficient rigour. Then they re-
double the efforts of their impotent cruelty ; which producing,
as they must ever produce, new disappointments, they grow
irritated against the objects of their rapacity ; and then rage,
fury, and malice {implacable because unprovoked) recruiting
and reinforcing their avarice, their vices are no longer human.
From cruel men they are transformed into savage beasts, with
no other vestiges of reason left but what serves to furnish the
inventions and refinements of ferocious subtlety for purposes,
of which beasts are incapable, and at which fiends would
blush.

Debi Singh and his instruments suspected, and in a
few cases they suspected justly, that the country people had
purloined from their own estates, and had hidden in secret
places in the circumjacent deserts, some small reserve
of their own grain to maintain themselves during the unpro-
ductive months of the year, and to leave some hope for a
future season. But the under-tyrants knew that the demands
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of Mr. Hastings would admit no plea for delay, much less

for subtraction of his bribe, and that he would not abate a

shilling of it to the wants of the whole hiuman race. These

hoards, real or supposed, not being discovered by menaces

and imprisonment, they fell upon the last resource, the naked

bodies of the people. An'ci here,, my lords, began such'a;'
scene of cruelties and tortures as I believe no history has ever

presented to the indignation of the world ; such as I am sure in

the most barbarous ages no politic tyranny, no fanatic per-
secution, has ever yet exceed.ed. Mr. Paterson, the Commis-

sioner appointed to inquire into the state of the country, makes

his own apology and mine for opening this scene of horrors

to you in the following words: “That *the punishments -
inflicted upon the ryotts both of Rangpur and Dinajpur for'

non-payment were in many instances of such a nature, "that I

would rather wish to draw a veil over them, than shock your

feelmgs by the detail ; but that, however disagréeable the task

may be to myself, it is absolutely nécessary for the sake of

justice, humamty, and the honour of oovernment that they

should be exposed, to be prevented in future.”

My lords, they began by winding cords round the fingers
of the unhappy freeholders of those provinces, until they
clung to and were almost ' incorporated with one janother ; and
then they hammered wedges of iron between tkem, until,
regardless of the cries of the sufferers,. they had bruised to
pxeces and for ever crlppled those poor, honest, innocent,
laborious hands, which had never been raised to their mouths
but with a penurious’ and scanty proportion of the fruits of
their own soil ; but those fruits (denied to the wants of fhefr
own children) have for more than fifteen years past furnished
the investment for our trade with China, and been sent
-annually out, and without fecompense, to purchase for us that
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delicate meal with which your lordships, and all this auditory,
and all this country havey begun every day for these fifteen
years at their expense. To these beneficent hands, that labour
for our benefit, the return of the British government has been
cords, and hammers, and wedges. But there is a place where
these crippled and disabled hands will act with resistless
power. What is it that they will not pull down, when they
are lifted to heaven against their oppressors? Then, what
can withstand such hands? Can the power that crushed and
destroyed them ? Powerful in prayer, let us at least deprecate,
and thus endeavour to secure ourselves from, the vengeance
which these mashed and disabled hands may pull down upon
us. My lords., it is an awful consideration. Let us think
of it

But to pursue this melancholy but necessary detail. 1 am
next to open to your lordships, what I am hereafterto prove,
that the most substantial and leading yeomen, the responsible
farmers, the parochial magistrates, and chiefs of villages, were
tied two and two by the legs together ; and their tormentors,
throwing them with their heads downwards over a bar, beat
them on the soles of the feet with ratans, until the nails fell
from the toes ; and then attacking them at their heads, as
they hunyg downward, as before at their feet, they beat them
with sticks and other instruments of blind fury, until the
blood gushed out at their eyes, mouths, and noses.

Not thinking that the ordinary whips and cudgels, even
s0 administered, were sufficient, to others (and often also
to the same, who had suffered as I have stated) they
applied, instead of ratan and bamboo, whips made of the
branches of the Bel tree-—a tree full of sharp and strong
thorns, which tear the skin and lacerate the flesh far worse
than ordinary scourges. For others, exploring with a searching
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:and inquisitive malice, stimulated by an insatiate’ rapa'city,
:all the devious paths of nature for whatever is most unfriendly
0 man, they made rods of a plant highly. caustic and poison-
ous, called dickuti, every wound of which festers and gangrenes,
adds double and treble to the present torture, leaves a crust
of leprous sores upon the body, and" often ends in the des-
truction of life itself. ~

At night, these poor innocent sufferers_,' these martyrs of
-avarice and extortion, were broug%zt into dungeons; and
in the season when nature takes refuge in insensibility from
all the miseries and cares which wait on life, they were three
#imes scourged, and made to reckon the watches of the
night by periods and intervals ‘of torment! They were
then led out .in the severe depth of winter, which there at
certain seasons would be severe to any, to the Indians -is
most severe and almost intolerable,—they were led out
before break of day, and, stiff and sore as they were with the
bruises and wounds of the night, were plunged into water ; and
whilst their jaws clung together with the. cold, and their
bodies were rendered infinitely more sensible, the -blows and
stripes were renewed upon their backs ; and then, delivering
-them over to soldiers, they were sent into,their farms and’
villages to discover where.a few handfuls of grain might be
found concealed, or to extract some loan from the remnants
of compassion and courage, not subdued in those who had
reason to fear that their own turn of torment would be next,
that they should succeed thgm in the same punishment, and
that their very humanity, being taken as a proof of their
wealth, would subject them (as it did in many cases subject:
them) to the same inhuman tortures. After this circuit.of the
-day through their plundered and ruined villages, they were
.xemanded at night to the same prison ; whipped, as before, at
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their return to the dungeon ; and at morning whipped at their
leaving it ; and then sent as before to purchase, by begging
in the day, the reiteration of the torture in the night. Days of
menace, insult, and extortion,—nights of bolts, fetters, and
flagellation, succeeded to each other in the same round, and for
a long time made up all the vicissitude of life to these
mserable people.

But there are persons whose fortitude could bear their own
suffering ; there are men who are hardened by their very
pains ; and the mind, strengthened even by the torments of
the body, rises with a strong defiance against its oppressor.
They were assaulted on the side of their sympathy. Children
were scourged almogst to death in the presence of their parents.
This was not enough. The son and father were bound close
together, face to face, and body to body, and in that situation
cruelly lashed togéther, so that the blow which escaped the
father fell vpon the son, and the blow which missed the
son wound over the back of the parent. The circumstances
were combined by so subtle a cruelty, that every stroke which
d'd not excruciate the sense, should wound and lacerate the
sentiments and affections of nature.

On the same principle, and for the same ends, virgins,
who had never seen the sun, were dragged from the inmost
sanctuaries of their houses ; and in the open court of
justice, in the very place where security was to be sought
azainst all wrong and all violence (but where no judge or
fawful magistrate had long sat, butin their place the ruffians
and hangmen of Warren Hastings occupied the bench),
these virgins, vainly invoking heaven and earth, in the
presence of their parents, and whilst their shrieks were
mingled with the indignant cries and groans of all the people,
publicly were violated by the lowest and wickedest of the-
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human race. Wives were torn from the arms of their hus-
bands, and suffered the same flagitious wrongs, which were
indeed hid in the bottoms of the dungeons in which their
honour and their liberty were buried together. Often they
were taken out of the refuge of this consoling gloom, stripped
naked, and thus exposed to the world, and then cruelly
scourged ; and in order that cruelty might riot in all the
circumstances that melt into tenderness the fiercest natures,.
_ the nipples of their breasts were put between the sharp and
elastic sides of cleft bamboos. Here, in my hand, is my
authority ; for otherwise 6ne would think it incredible. But
it\did not end there. Growing from crime to crime, ripened-
by cruelty for cruelty, these ﬁends, at len’gth outraging sex,.
decency, nature, applied llghted torches .and slow fire—(I'
cannot proceed for shame and horror !)—these infernal furies
planted death in the source of life, and where that ‘ modesty,.
which, more than reason, distinguishes men from beasts, re-
tires from the view, and even shrinks from the expression,
.theré they exercised and glutted their unnatural, monstrous,.
and nefarious cruelty,—there, where the reverence of nature,.
and the sanctity’ of justice, dares not pursue, nor venture to:
describe their practices. ‘7

These, my lords, were sufferings which we feel all in
common in Indla and in England, by the general sympathy of
our common nature. But there were in that province (sold
to the tormentors by Mr. Hastings) things done which, from
the peculiar manners of India, were even worse than all I
.have laid before-you ; as the dominion of manners and the
law of opinion contribute more to their happiness and misery
than anything in mere sensitive nature can do.

The women thus treated lost their caste. My lords, we
are not here to commend or blame the institutions ~and:
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prejudices of a whole race of people, radicated in them by a
long succession of ages, on which no reason or argument, on
which no vicissitudes of things, no mixtures of men, or foreign
conquest, have been able to make the smallest impression.
The aboriginal Hindu inhabitants are all dispersed into tribes
or castes ; each caste born to an invariable rank, rights, and
descriptions of employment ; so that one caste cannot by any
means pass into another. With the Hindus certain impurities
or disgraces, though without any guilt of the party, infer loss of
caste ; and when the highest caste, that of Brahmin, which it
is not only noble but sacred, is lost, the person who loses it
does not slide down into one lower but reputable—he is
wholly driven from,all honest society. All the relations of
life are at once dissolved. His parents are no longer his
parents ; his wife is'no longer his wife ; his children, no longer
his, are no longer to regard him as their father. It is some-
thing far worse than complete outlawry, complete attainder,
and universal excommunication. It is a pollution even to
touch him ; and if he touches any of his old caste, they are
justified in putting him to death. Contagion, leprosy, plague,
are not so much shunned. No honest occupation can be
followed. He becomes an Halickore, if (which is rare} he
survives that miserable degradation.

Upon those whom all the shocking catalogue of tortures
T have mentioned could not make to flinch, one of the
modes of losing caste for Brahmins, and other principal
tribes, was practised. It was, to harness a bullock at the
court door, and to put the Brahmin on his back, and
to lead him through the towns, with drums beating before
him. To intimidate others, this bullock, with drums, the
instrument according to 'their ideas of outrage, disgrace,
and utter loss of caste, was led through the country; and, as
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it advanced, the country fled before it. When any Brahmin
was seized he was threatened with this pillory, and for the
most part he submitted in a moment to whatever was ordered
‘What it was may be thence judged. But when no possibility
existed of complying with the demand, the people by their
cries sometimes prevailed on the tyrants to have it commuted
for cruel scourging, which was accepted as mercy. To some
Brahmins this mercy was denied, and the act of indelible
infamy executed. Of these men one éame to the Company’s
Commissioner with the tale, and, ended with these melancholy
words,—*I have suffered this indignity ; my caste is lost;
my life is'a burden to me; I call for justice.”” He called in
vain. . - P
Your lordships will not wbnder that these monstrous and
-oppressive demands, exacted with such “tortures, threw the
whole province into despair. They abandoned their crops on
the ground. The people, in a body, would have fled out of its
«confines ; but bands of soldiers invested the avenues of the
province, and, making a line of circumvallation, drove back
those wretches who sought exile as a relief, into the prison of
their native soil. Not suffered to quit the district, they fled to
the many wild thickets which opptession had scattered through
it, and sought amongst the jungles and dens of tigers a refuge
from the tyranny of Warren Hastings. Not able long to exist
" here, pressed at once by wild beasts and famine, the same
‘despair drove them back; and seeking their last resource in
arms, the most quiet, the most passive, the most timid of the
- human race, rose up in an universal insurrection; and, what
~ will always happen in popular tumults, the effécts of the fury
- of the people fell on the meaner and sometimes the reluctant
instruments of the tyranny, who in several places were
massacred. The insurrection began in Rangpur, and soon
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spread its fire to the neighbouring provinces, which had been
harassed by the same person with the same oppressions. The
English chief in that province had been the silent witness,
most probably the abettor and accamplice, of all these horrors.
He called in first irregular, and then regular, troops, who by
dreadful and universal military execution got the better of the
impotent resistance of unarmed and undisciplined despair.
I am tired with the detail of the cruelties of peace. I spare
you those of a cruel and inhuman war, and of the executions
which without law or process, or even’the shadow of authority,
were ordered by the English revenue chief in that province.

In our Indian government, whatever grievance is borne is
denied to exist; and all mute despair, and sullen patience, is
construed into content and satisfaction. But this general
insurrection, which at every moment threatened to blaze out
afresh, and to involve all the provinces in its flames, rent in
pieces that veil of fraud and mystery that covers all the
miseries of all the provinces. Calcutta rung with it; and i
was feared it would go to England. The English chief in the
province, Mr. Goodlad, represented it to Mr. Hastings's'
revenue committee to be (what it was) the greatest and most
serious disturbance that ever happened in Bengal. But, good
easy man, he was utterly unable to guess to what cause it was
to be atiributed. He thought there was some irregularity in
the collection ; but on the whole judged that it had little other
cause than a general conspiracy of the husbandmen and
landholders, who, as Debi Singh’s lease was near expiring,
had determined not to pay any more revenue.

Mr. Hastings’s committee of revenue, whilst these wounds
were yet bleeding, and whilst a total failure was threatened in
the rents of these provinces, thought themselves obliged to
make an inquiry, with some sort of appearance of seriousness,
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into the causes of it. They looked therefore about them
- carefully, and chose what they judged would be most plausible
and least effective. They thought that it was necessary to
_send a special commissioner into the province, and one, too,
whose character would not instantly blast the credit of his
mission. They cast their eyes on a Mr. Paterson, a servant
of the Company, a man of fair character and long standing in
the service. Mr. Paterson was a person known to be of a
very cool temper, placid manners, moderate and middle
opinions, unconnected with parties : and from such a character
they looked for (what sometimes is to be expected ‘from it) a
compromising, balanced, neutralized, equiyocal, colourless,
confused report ; in which the blame wis to be impartially
divided between the sufferer and the oppressor ; and in which,
according to the standing manners of Bengal, he would
recommend oblivion as the best remedy ; and would end by
remarking, that retrospect could have no advantage, and could
serve only to irritate and keep alive animosities: and by “this
kind of equitable, candid, and judge-like proceeding they'
hoped the whole complaint would calmly fade away; the
* sufferers remain in the possession of their patiente, and the
tyrant of his plunder. In confidence of this event from this
presumed character, Mr. Hastings’s committee in appointing
Mr. Paterson their Commissioner were not deficient in arming
him with powers equal to the object of his commission. He
was enabled to call before him all accountants, to compel the
production of all accounts, to examine all persons; not only
to inquire and to report, but to decide and to redress.

Such is the imperfection of human wisdom, that the com-
mittee totally failed in their well-laid project. They were
totally mistaken in their man. Under that cold outside the
Commissioner Paterson concealed a firm, manly, and fixed
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principle, a deciding intellect, and a feeling heart. My lords,
he is the son of a gentleman of a venerable age and
excellent character in this country, who long filled the
seat of chairman of the committee of supply in the House
of Commons, and who is now enjoying repose from his long
labours in an honourable age. The son, as soon as he was
appointed to this commission, was awed by, and dreaded, the
consequences. He knew to what temptation he should be
exposed, from the known character of Debi Singh, to suppress
or to misrepresent facts. He, therefore, t:~k out a letter he
had from his father, which letter was the preservation of his
character, and destruction of his fortune. This letter he
always resorted to invall the trying exigencies of his life.

He laid the letter before him, and there was enjoined
such a line of integrity, of incorruptness, of bearing every
degree of persecution rather than disguising truth, that he
went up into the country in a proper frame of mind for doing
his duty.

He went to Rangpur strongly impressed with a sense
of the great trust that was placed in him; and he had
not the least reason to doubt of full support in the execution
of it ; as he, with every other white man in Bengal, probably,
and every black, except two, was ignorant of the fact that the
Governor-General, under whose delegated authority he was.
sent, had been bribed by the farmer-general of those pro-
vinces, and had sold them to his discretion for a great sum of
money. If Paterson had known this fact, no human con- .
sideration would have induced him, or any other man of
common prudence, to undertake an inquiry into the conduct
of Debi Siﬂgh. Pity, my lords, the condition of an honest
servant in Bengal.

But Paterson was ignorant of this dark transaction,
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and went simply to perform a duty. He had hardly set
his foot in the province, when the universal, unquestioned,
‘uncontradicted testimony of the whole people, concurring
with the manifest evidence of things, which could not lie,—
with the face -of an utterly ruined, undone, depopulated
country, and saved from literal and exceptionless depo-
pulation only by the exhibition of scattered bands of wild,
n;xked, meagre, half-famished wretches, who rent heaver with
their cries and howlings,—.left him no sort of doubt of the
real cause of the late tumults. In his first letters he conveyed
his sentiments to the committee with these memorable words,
—“In my two reports I have set ,forth‘, in a general manner,
the oppressions which provoked the ryots to rise.: I shall,
therefore, not enumerate them now. Every, day of my inquiry
serves but to confirm the facts. The ,wonder would have-
been, if they had not risen: it was not collection, but real
robbery, aggravated by corporal punishment and every insult
of disgrace ; and this not confined to ) few, but egtended over
every individual. Let the mind of man be ever so much
inured to servitude, still there is a point where oppressions.
will rouse it to resistance. Conceive to . yourselves'what must .
. be the situation of a ryot, when he sees everything he has in
the world seized, to answer an exaggerated demand, and sold
at so low a price as not to answer one half of that demand::
when he finds himself so far from being released, that he
remains still subject to corporal punishment. But what must
be his fellings, when his tyrant, seeing that kind of severity of -
no avail, adds family disgrace and loss of caste! You,
gentlemen, who know the reserve of the natives in whatever-
concerns their women, and ;heir attachment to their castes,.
must allow the full effect of ‘t;lese prejudices under such-
-circumstances.”

-
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He, however, proceeded with steadiness and method, and
in spite of every discouragement which could be thrown in
his way by the power, craft, fraud, and corruption of the
farmer-general Debi Singh, by the collusion of the provincial
chief, and by the decay of support from his employers, which
gradually faded away and forsook him as his occasions for
it increased. Under all these, and under many more dis-
couragements and difficulties, he made a series of able, clear,
and well-digested reports, attended with such evidence as
never before, and, T believe, never will again appear, of the
internal provincial administration of Bengal ; of evils univer-
sally understood, whicl. no one was ever so absurd as to
contradict, and whese existence was never denied, except ‘n
those places where they ought to be rectified, although none
before Paterson had the courage to disply the particulars.
By these reports, carefully collated with the evidence, I have
been enabled to lay before you some of the effects, in one
province and part of another, of Governor Hastings’'s genera!
system of bribery.

But now appeared, in the most striking light, the gocd
policy of Mr. Hastings’s system of 1780, in placing this
screen of a committee between him and his crimes. The
committee had their lesson. Whilst Paterson is left colleet-
ing his evidence and casting up his accounts in Rangpur,
Debi Singh is called up, in seeming wrath, to the capital .
where he is received as those who have robbed and deso-
lated provinces, and filled their coffers with £70c,cr0
sterling, have been usually received at Calcutta, and sometimes
in Great DBritain, Debi Singh made good his ground in
Calcutta, and when he had well prepared his committee, in
due time Paterson returns, appears, and reports.

Persons even less informed than your lordships are well
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- -apprized, that all tofficers representing government, and
anaking 'in that chardcter an authorized inquiry, are entitled
to a presumptive credit for all their proceedings, and that
their reports of facts (where there is no evidence of corrup-

‘tion or malice) are in the first instance to be taken for'truth,

-especially by those who have authorized the inquiry; and it~

is” their duty to put the burden of proof to the con?rary on
those who would impeach or shake the report.
Other principles of policy, and other rules of government,
-and other maxims of office, prevailed in the committee of Mr.
- Hastings’s devising. In order to destroy that just and natural
«credit of the officer, and the protection”and support they were
bound to afford him, they in an instant Shift and reverse
all the relations in which the parties stood..
This executive board, -instituted for the protection of the

revenue and of the people, and which was no court of justice

in fact or name turned their own representative officer,
aeporting facts according to his duty, into a voluntary accuser,
who is to make good his charge’at his peril. The farmer-

general, whose conduct was not criminally attacked, but ap-.

peared as one of the grounds of a public inquiry, is turned into
a culprit before a court of justice, against whom everything
is" to be juridically made out or not.admitted: and the
aembers of an executive board, by usurpation and fraud, erect
themselves " into judges, bound to proceed by strict rules
-of law. '

By this infamous juggle they took away, as far as in them
lay, the credit due to the proceedings of government. They
changed the natural situation of proofs. They rejected the
--depositions of Paterson’s witnesses as not on oath, though
they had never ordered or authorized them so to be taken.

They went further, and disabled, in a body, all the

16
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deponents themselves, whether on oath or not on oath, by dis-
crediting the whole province, as a set of criminals, who gave
evidence to palliate their own rebellion. They administered
interrogatories to the Commisioner instead of the culprit.
They took a base fellow, whom they had themselves ordered
their Commissioner to imprison for crimes (crimes charged
on him, not by the Commissioner, but by themselves), and
made him a complainant and a witness against him in the
stupidest and most improbable of all accusations,—namely,
that Paterson had menaced him with punishment, if he did
nct, in so many words, slander and calumniate Debi Singh :
and then the committee, seating this wretch as an assessor at
theic own board, who a few days before would have trembled
like a whipped slave at the look of a European, encouraged
him to interrogate their own Commissioner.

Note—Here Mr. Burke was faken ill, and obliged to sit
down. After some time Mr. Burke again addressed the
House.}

My lords, I am sorry to break the attention of your lord-
stips in such a way. Itisa subject that agitates me. It is
long. difficult, and arduous ; but with the blessing of God, if
1 can, to save you any further trouble, I will go through it
thus day. I am to tell your lordships, that the next step they
took was, after putting Mr. Paterson as an accuser, to make
good a charge which he made out but too much to their
satisfaction, they changed their battery.

Note.—~Mr. Burke's illness increased ; upon which the
Housey on the motion of His Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales, adjourned.]
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. PaTERSON AxD DEBI SiNGH.

My Lorps,—In any grea} undertaking, a failure inthe °
midst of it,’even frem infirmity, though to be regarded princi-
pally as a misfortune, is attended with some slight shadow of
disgrace ; but your lordships’ humanity, and -your love of
justice, have remedied everything, and I therefore proceed
with confidence this day. ! ’

My lords, I think (to the best of my remembrance) the
House adjourned at the period of time in which I was endea-

" vouring to illustrate the mischiefs that happened from Mr.
Hastings’s throwing .off his responsibility by delegating his
power to a nominal council, and in reality to a black bad man,
A native of the count/ry, of the worst character that could be
found in it ; and the consequence of it, ir preventing the
detectionjand the punishment of the grossest abuses that ever

~ were known to be committed in India or any other part of
the world. '

My lords, I stated to you that Mr. Commissioner Paterson
was sent into that country. I stated that he was sent into it
with all the authority of government, with power to hear, and
not only to hear and to report, but to redress, the grievances
which he should find in the country. In short, there was '
nothing wanting to his power but an honest support. Your
lordships will be convinced, that the road to fortune was easy
to him. Debi Singh for a favourable report would have given
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a large sum of money. Your lordships will be convinced
that the committee would not have received such a report
as a proof of bribery. They would rather consider him as a
man whose conduct tended to conciliate, and to soften
troublesome and difficult matters, and to settle the order of
government as soon as possible.

Some of the things contained in his reports [ have
1aken the liberty of laying before your lordsaips, but very
faintly, very imperfectly, and far short of my materials.
I have stated that the criminal against whom the Com-
missioner had made his report, instead of being punished
by that strong.bhand of power which Mr. Hastings has
thought proper to ‘use upon other occasions when he has
endeavoured to make princes, or persons in the rank and
with the attributes of sovereign princes. feel whenever
they have incurred his private resentments ; that this man was
put into every situation of offence or defence which the most
litigious and prevaricating laws that ever were invented in the
very hosom of arbitrary power could afford him, or by which
peculation and power were to be screened from the cries of
an oppressed people.

Mr. Paterson, I stated, from being a Commissioner direct-
ed to report under the authority of government to that govern-
ment, was considered as a voluntary accuser, obliged to make
good the articles of his charge. But, I believe, I stated that
he did not long remain in that condition.

I shall now proceed to state to your lordships, that
this Debi Singh, fortified by this protection, which was
extended even to the lowest of his instruments, thought
it high time to assume the superiority that belonged to a
personage who had the Governor-General for his pen-
oner. No longer the sneaking tone of apology ;—no
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longer the modest allegations, that the Commissioner was.
misinformed '——He boldly acquses the representative of English

" government of forgery in order to destroy him ; he cnmlmtes

and recriminates, and lays about him without mercy.

Things were now in a proper train,—the committee find the
cause growing and ripening to their wishes ;—answers, replies,
objections, and interrogatories j—accounts opposed to accounts,
—balances now on the one side, now on .the other.—Now
debtor ‘becomes creditor, and creditor debtor—until the
proceedings were grown to the size of volumes, and the whole
well fitted to perplex the most simple facts, and to darken
the meridian sunshine of. pub\lic notoriety. They prepared a
report for the Governor-General and countil, suitable to the
whole tenor of their ‘proceedings. Here the man whom they
had employed -and’ betrayed. appeared in a new character.
Observe their course with him :—First, he was made a Com-
missioner. Then, he was changed from a Commissioner to- be
a voluntary accuser. He now undergoes another metamorpho-
sis ;=—he appears as a culprit before Mr. Hastings, on the
accusation of the donor of Mr. Hastings’s bribes. ‘He is to

‘answer to the accusations of Debi Singh. He is pernhitted to

find materialsfor his own defence ; and he, an old Company’s
servant, is to, acknowledge it as a favour to be again suffered
to go into the province, without authority, without station,
without public character, under the discountenance and frowns,
and in 2 manner under- prosecution, of the government. As
a favour, he is suffered to go again into Rangpur, in.hopes of
finding among the dejected, harassed, and enslaved race of
Hindus, and in that undone prO\}ince, meén bold enough to
stand forward ag}ainst all temptations of emolument, and at the
risk of their lives, with a firm adherence to their original
charge; and at a time when they saw Zim an. abandoned and

X

N
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persecuted private individual, whom they had just before
looked upon as a protecting angel, carrying with him the whole
power of a beneficent government, and whom they had applied
to as a magistrate of high and sacred authority, to hear the
complaints and to redress the grievances of a whole people.

A new commission of junior servants was at the same
time sent out to review and re-examine the cause, to inquire
into the inquiry, to examine into the examination, to control
the report, to be commissioners upon the commission of
Mr. Paterson. Before these commissioners he was made to
appear as an accused person, and was put upon his defence,
but without the authority and without the favour which ought
to go with an’acqused person for the purpose of enabl'ng him
to make out such a defence.

These persons went down into that country; and, after
spending a long time in mere matters of form, found they
could not do without a representative of Debi Singh, and
accordingly they ordered Debi Singh to send up his vakil.

I forgot to state to your lordships what the condition of
Debi Singh was during this proceeding. This man had been
ordered to Calcutta on two grounds ; one on the matter of his
flagitious misconduct at Rangpur, and the other, for a great
failure in the payment of his stipulated revenue. Under this
double accusation he was to be considered, according to the
usual mode of proceeding in such cases, as a prisoner; and
he was kept, not in the common gaol of Calcutta, not in the
prison of the fort, not in that gaol in which Raja Nanda
Kumar, who had been prime minister of the empire, was
confined, but according to the mild ways of that country,
where they choose to be mild, and the persons are protected
by the official influence of power, under a free custody. He
was put under a guard of sepoys, but not confined to his
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%house ; he was permitted to go abroad, where he was daily in

conference with those who were to judge him; and having
an address whxch seldom fails, and a dexterity never wanting
to a man possessed of £700,000, he converted this guard into

-a retinue of honour : their bayonets were lowered, their mus-
‘kets laid aside ; they attended him with their side-arms, and
many with silver verges in their hand, to mark him out rather

as a great ma«ristrate'at'tepded‘by a retinue, than a prisoner
under guard.
When he was ordered to send a vakil to defend hxs con-

-duct, he refused to send him. Upon which the commis-
-sioners, instead of saying, “If you will not send your agent,

we will proceed in our inquiry without him” (and indeed it
was not made necessary by the commission that he should
‘be there either by vakil or other-wise), condescendingly
admitted his refusal, and suffered him to come up in person.
He accordingly enters the province, attended with his guard,
in the manner I have before mentioned,”more as a person
returning. in triumph from a great victory, than as a man
under the load of all those enormous charges which 1 have
stated. He enters'the province in this manner; and Mr.
Paterson, who saw himself lately the representative of the
India Company (an old servant of the Company is a great
man in that country), was now left naked, destitute, without
any mark of official situation or dignity. He was present,
and saw all the marks of imprisonment turned into marks
of respect and dignity to this consummate villain whom
I have the misfortune of being obliged to introduce to your
Jordships’ notice. Mr. Paterson, seeing the effect of the

“proceeding everywhere, seeing the minds of the people

broken, subdued, and prostrate under it, and that so far from
having the means of detecting the villanies of this insolent
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criminal, appearing as a magistrate, he had not the means of
defending even his own innocence, because every kind of
information fled and was annihilated before him, represented
to these young commissioners, that this appearance of au-
thority tended to strike terror into the hearts of the natives,
and to prevent his receiving justice. The council of Calcutta
wok this representation into their deliberate consideration;
they found that it was true, that if he had such an attendance
any longer in this situation (and a large attendance it was,
such as the Chancellor of this kingdom, or the Speaker of the
House ofjCommons does not appear with), it would have an
evil appearance. On the other hand, say they, “Jf ke shonld
be 1oft under a guard, the people would consider him as under
disgrace.” They therefore took a middle way, and ordered
the guard not to attend him with fixed bayonets, which had
the appearance of the custody of a prisoner, but to lower their
muskets, and unfix their bayonets.

The next step of these Commissioners is to exclude Mr.
Paterson from all their deliberations ; and, in order that both
parties might be put on an equality, one would naturally con-
clude that the culprit Debi Singh was likewise excluded. Far
from it : he sat upon the bench. Need I say any more upon
this subject ? The protection followed.

In this situation, Mr. Paterson wrote one of the most
pathetic memorials that ever was penned, to the council
of Calcutta, submitting to his hard fate, but standing in-
flexibly to his virtue, that brought it upon him. To do
the man justice, he bore the whole of this persecution
like an hero. He never tottered in his principles, nor
swerved to the right or to the left, from the noble cause
of justice and humanity in which he had been engaged ; and
when your lordships come to see his memorials you will have
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reason to observe, that his abilities are answerable to the
diginity of his cause, and make him worthy of everything that
he had the honour to suffer for it. ’

"To cut short the thread of this shocking series of corrup-
tion, oppression, fraud, and chicanery, which lasted for
upwards of four yéars, Paterson remains without employ-
ment :—the inhabitants of great provinces, whose substance
and whose blood were sold by Mi. Hastings, remain without
redress :—and the purchaser Debi Singh, _that corrupt,
iniquitous, and bloody tyrant, instead of being proceeded
against by the committee in a civil suit for retribution,
to the sufferers, is handed over, to the false semblance
of a trial on a criminal charge, before a Mahomedan judge,—
an equal judge, however, The judge was Mahomed Reza
Khan, his original patron, and the author of all his_ for-
tunes ;—a judge who depends on him, as a debtor ’depends
upon his creditor.  To that judge is he sent, without a distinct
charge, without a prosecutor, and without evidence. The next
ships will bring you an account of his honourable acquittal.

I have stated before, that T considered Mr, Hastings as
responsible for the characters of the people he employed ;
doubly responsible, if he #%7zew them to be bad. I,~therefore;
charge him with putting in situations in which®any evil may be
committed, persons of known evil characters.

My lords, I charge him, as chief governor,’with destroying.
the institutions of the country, which were designed to be, and
ought to have been, controls upon such a person as Debi Singh.

An officer, called diwan or steward of the country, had
always been placed as a control on the farmer; but that no-
‘such control should in fact exist,—tnat he, Debi Singh, should:
be let loose to repine, slaughter, and plunder in the country,
both offices were conferred on him. Did Mr. Hastings vest
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these offices in him ? No; but, if Mr, Hastings had kept firm
to the duties which the Act of Parliament appointed him to
execute, all the revenue appointments must have been made
by him ; but instead ofimaking them himself, he appointed
Ganga Govind Singh to make them ; and for that appointment,
and for the whole train of subordinate villany which followed
the placing iniquity in the chief seat of government, Mr.
Hastings is answerable. He is answerable, I say, first, for
destroying his own legal capacity ; and next, for destroying
the legal capacity of the council, n8t one of whom ever had,
or could have, any true knowledge of the state of the
country from the moment he buried it in the gulf of mystery
and of darkness, under that collected heap of villany, Ganga
Govind Singh. From that moment he destroyed the power
of government, and put everything into his hands ; for this
he is answerable.

The provincial councils consisted of many members, who,
though they might unite in some small iniquities perhaps,
could not possibly havg concealed from the public eye the
commission of such acts as these. Their very numbers, ‘their
natural competitions, the contentions that must have arisen
among them, must have put a check, at least, to sucha
business.

And, therefore, Mr. Hastings having destroyed every check
and control above and below,--having delivered the whole
into the hands of Ganga Govind Singh, for all the iniquities
of Ganga Govind Singh he is responsible.

But he did not know Debi Singh, whom he employed. I
read yesterday, and trust it is fresh in your lordships’ remem-
brance, that Debt Singh was presented to him by that set of
tools, as they call themselves, who acted, as they themselves
tell us they must act, entirely and implicitly under Ganga
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‘Govind Singh ;—that is to say, by Ganga Govind Smgh
himself; the confidential agent of Mr. Hastings.

Mr. Hastings is further responsible, because he took a
‘bribe of £40,000 from some person in power in Dinajpur and
Rar;gpur, the countries which were ‘ravaged in this manner,
through the hands of Ganva Govind Singh, -—through the
medium of that very person whom he had appointed to exer-
cise all the authorities of the supreme council above, and of

all subordinate councils below. Having therefore thus ap--

pointed a council of toels in the hands of Ganga, Govind
Singh, at the expense of 62,000 a. year, to supersede all the
English provincial authorities ;—having appointed them for
. the purpose of establis”hing‘.a' bribe factor-general, a general
receiver . and agent of bribes, through‘ all that country,—Mr.
Hastings is responsible for all the consequences of it.

T have thought it necessary, and absolutely necessary it is,

to state what the consequence of this clindestine mode of

- supplying the Conipany’s exigencies was. Your lordships will
see, that their exigencies are to be supplied by the ruin of the
fanded interest of a province,. the destruction of the husband-
men, and the ruin of all the people in it. This is the Conse-
quence of a general bribe-broker, an agent like Ganga
‘Govind Singh, superseding all the powers and controls of
;go‘vernment. .

But Mr. Hastings has not.'only reduced bribery to a sys-
tem of government practically, but theoretically. For when
he despaired any longer of concealing his bribes from the
‘penetrating eye of Parliamént, then he took another mode,
and declared, as ym}r lordships will see, that it was the best
way of supplying the necessities of the East India Company
in the pressing exigencies of their affairs; that thus a relief to
the Company s affairs might be yielded, which, in the common
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ostensible mode, and under the ordinary forms.of government,
and publicly, never would be yielded to them. So that bribery
witn him became a supplement to exaction.

The best way of showing that a theoretical system is bad
is to show the practical mischiefs that it produces ; because a
thing may look specious in theory, and yet be ruinous in
practice ; a thing may look evil in theory, and yet be in its
practice excellent. Here a thingflin theory, stated by Mr.
Hastings to be productive of much good, is in reality pro-
ductive of all those horrible mischiefs I have stated. That
Mr. Hastings well knew this, appears from an extract of the
Bengal Revenue Consultations, zist January, 1785, a little
before he came away.

Mr. Hastings says, “I entirely acquit Mr. Goodlod of all
the charges: he hasdisproved them. It was the duty of the
accuser to prove them. Whatever crimes may be established
against Raja Debi Singh, it does not follow that Mr. Goodlad
was responsible for them : and I so well know the character
and abilities ot Raja Debi Singh, that I can easily conceive
that it was in his power both to commit the enormities which
are laid to his charge, and to conceal the grounds of them
from Mr. Goodlad, who had no authority but that of receiv-
ing the accounts and rents of the district from Raja Debi
Singh, and occasionally to be the channel of communication
between him and the committee.”

We shall now see what things Mr. Hastings did, what
course he was in, a little before his departure ; with what pro-
priety and consistency of character he has behaved from the
year of the commencement of his corrupt system in 1773 to
the end of it, when he closed it in 1785 ; when the bribes not
only mounted the chariot, but boarded the barge, and, asI
shall show, followed him down to the Ganges, and even to
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. the sea, and that he never, quitted his system of iniquity,
‘but that it survived his political life itself.
" One of his last political acts was this :—

Your lordships will remember, tbat Mr2 Goodlad was sent
up into the country, whose conduct was terrible indeed : for
that he could not be “in place and authority in that country’,
and be innocent, ¥hile such things were doing, I shall prove :
but that is not now my consideration. )

The Governor-Genergl’s minute, just read, is this, “I
entirely acquit Mr. Goodlad of all the charges: he has dis-
proved them. It was the duty of the accuser to prove them”
{the accuser, namely, the Commissior;er). “Whatever crimes
may be established against Raja Debi Singh, it does not
follow that Mr. Goodlad was responsible forthem; and Iso
well know the character,” &c. &c. &c. ' ,t

" 'Now your lordships perceive he has acquitfed Mr. Good-
lad. He is clear. Be it, that he is fairly and conscientiously
acquitted. But what is Mr. Hastings’s account of Raja Debi
Singh'?" He is presented to him in 1781t by Ganga Govind
Singh, as a person against whose character there cbuld be
no exception, and by him accepted in that light. Upon the
-occasion I have mentioned, Mr. Hastings’s opinion of him is
this : “I so well know the character and abilities of Raja Debi
Singh, that I can easily conceive that it was in his power both
to commit the enormities which are laid Yo his charge, and
to conceal the grounds of them from Mr. Goodlad, who had
no authority but that of receiving the accounts and rents of
the district from Raja Debi Singh, and occasionally to be the
«channel of communication between him and the committee.”

Thus‘your lordships see what Mr. Hastihgs’s opinion ‘of

- Debi Singh' was,—We shall prove it at another time, by
abundance of «clear and demonstrative evidence?}\ that,
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whether he was bad or no (but we shall prove that bad he
was indeed), even he could hardly be so bad as he was
in the opinion which Mr. Hastings entertained of him;
who, notwithstanding, now disowns this mock committee,.
instituted by himself, but in reality entirely managed by
Ganga Govind Singh. This Debi Singh was accepted as an
unexceptionable man : and yet Mr. Hastings knows both
his power of doing mischief, and his artifice in concealing
it. If, then, Mr. Goodlad is to be,acquitted, does it not
show the evil of Mr. Hastings’s conduct in destroying those
provincial councils, which, as I have already stated, were
obliged to book every thing, to minute all the circumstances
which came before them, together with all the consulta-
tions respecting them ? He strikes at the whole system at
once, and, instead of it, he leaves an Englishman under
pretence of controlling Ganga Govind Singh’s agent, ap-
pointed for the very purpose of giving him bribes, in a
province where Mr. Hastings says that agent had the
power of committing such enormities, and which nobody
doubts his disposition to commit.—FHe leaves him, I say, in
such a state of iefliciency, that these iniquities could be
concealed (though every one true) from the person ap-
pointed there to inspect his conduct ! What then could
be his business there 7 Was it only to receive such sums
of money as Debi Singh might put into his hands, and
which might have been easily sent to Calcutta ?  Was he to
be of use as a communication between Debi Singh and the
committee, and in no other way ? Here then we have that
English authority which Mr. Hastings left in the country :
here the native authority which he settled, and the
establishment of native iniquity in a regular system under
Ganga Gobind Singh : here the destruction of all English
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* inspection. I hope I need say no more to prove to your
lordships that this system, taken nakedly as it thus. stands,.
founded in mystery and obscurity, founded for the very ex-
press purpose of conveying bribes, as the best mode of col-_ \J,
lecting the revenue, and supplying the Company’s exigen--
cies thro‘ugh Ganga Govind Singh, would be iniquitous.
upon the face and the statement of it. But when your
lordships consider what horrid effects it produced you will
easily see what ‘the mischief and abomination of Mr.
Hastings’s destroymg these provincial councils, and protect--
ling these persons, must necessarily be. If you had not
known in theory, you must have seen it in practice.

But when both practice and theory toncur, there can.
be no doubt that a system of private bribery for a revenue,.
- and of private agency for a constitutional government,.

must ruin the country where it prevails, must disgrace -the
country that uses it, and finally end in the destruction of.
the revenue. For what says Mr. Hastings ? I was to have-
received £40,000 in bribes, and £30,000 was actually applied
to the use of the Company. Now I hope I shall demones--
trate—if not, it will be by some one abler than me de-
monstrated in the course of this business—that there never
was a bribe received by Mr. Hastings that was not instantly
followed with a'deficiency in the revenue ; this is cléar, and
what we undertake to prove : and _that Debi ‘Sing himself
was, at the time Mr. Hastings came away, between £20,000
and £30,000 debtor to the Company. So that in truth you
always find a deficiency of revenue nearly equal, and in
some instances I shall show double, to all the bribes Mr.
Hastings received ; from whence it will be evident that he.
"never could nor did recexve them under that absurd and
strange idea of a resource to government.

..
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1 must restate, to your lordships, because 1 wish you
never to forget, that this committee of revenue was, in
their own opinion, and from their own certain knowledge
and mere motion, if motion can be attributed originally to
mstraments, mere tools ; that they knew they were tools in
the hands of Ganga Govind Sing There were two persons
principal in it, Mr. Shore, who was the acting president, and
Mr. Anderson, who was president in rank and president
in emolument, but absent for a great part of the time upon
a foreign embassy. It is the recorded opinion of the formes,
for 1 must beg Jeave to read again a part of the paper which
has already been, read to your lordships, that “the com-
mittee, with the best intentions, best abilities, and steadiest
application, must afler all be a tool in the hands of their
dewan.”

Now do you believe, in the first place, that men will
long have abilities, will long have good intentions, and will
long, above all, have steady application, when they know
they are but tools in the hands of another? when they
know they are tools for his own corrupt purposes?

In the next place, I must beg leave to state to you, that
on the constitution of this committee Mr. Hastings made
them all take a solemn oath that they would never receive
any present whatever. It was not enough to trust toa
general covenant ; it was not enough to trust to the penal
act of 1773 ; he bound the committee by a new oath, and
forced them to declare that they would not receive any
bribes. As soon as he had so secured them against receiving
hribes, he was resolved to make them inefficient,—a good
way to secure them against bribes, by taking from them the
power of bribe-worthy service. This was a good counter-
security to their oath. But Mr. Hastings put a dewan
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there, against whom there was no security ; he let loosé this
«dewan to frustrate their intentiomns, .their application, theit
abilities, and oath ; that is, there was a person at that board
" who was more than the board itself, who might riot in
" peculation and plunder from one end of the coufitry to the
-other. He was there to receive bribes for Mr. ‘Hastifigs ;
the committee were to be pure with impotent hands ; and
then came a person with ample power for Mr. Hastings
himself. And, lest this. person should not have power
-enough in this committee, he is made the general bribe-
. -broker'to Mr. Hastings. This sécret undér-currént, as your
dordships will see, is to counteract everything, and as fast
as one part is rendered pure tc;tally to corrapt all the rest.
But, my lords, this was not the priv‘:i!e opinion of Mr.
:Shore only, a man of gfeat abilities; and intimately acquainted
with the revenue, who must know whén he was in a situation
o do good, and when not. The other gentlemen whom I
-have mentionied, Mr. Hastings’s -confidant in everything biit
his ‘bribes, and suppoeséd to ‘be in his ¢losest secrets, is M.
~Anderson. I should remark to youf lordships, that Mr.
Anderson is a man apparéntly of weak mnetves, of modest and
very guarded dethe‘a.nour; as-we Have seen him in the House
* of .Commons ; it is iin -that way only ‘I have the honour&_t’
knowing him. .Mr. Andérsoni béing asked -whether he agreed
in the opinion and admitted the ttuth of his friend Mt.
‘Shiore’s statement reldtive to thie ‘dewan of the commitfee; his
answer was this—“I do niot think that -I should have written
it quite so. strong, but I do in a'great medsure agtee to it,—
* that is, I think there is a great deal of truth ih the ‘observation ;
- 1 think, .in particular, €hat it wotld require gre‘lét exertion in
-.../thé.committee, and gieat abilities on the part of the ’i)"‘féréiéent,
to restrain effectually the condact of theé dewan ; I think it
17 :
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would be difficult for the committee to interpose a sufficient
control to guard against all the abuses of the dewan.”

There is the real president of the committee,—there the
most active, efficient member of it. They are both of one
opinion concerning their situation ; and, I think, this opinion
of Mr. Anderson is still more strong; for as he thinks he
ghould have written it with a little more guard, but should
have agreed in substance, you must naturally think the
strongest expression the truest repgesentation of the circum-
stance.

There is another circumstance that must strike your
lordships relative to this institution. It is where the president
says that the use of the president, would be to exert his best
abilities, his gredtest application, his constant guard, for
whai *—to prevent his dewan from being guilty of bribery, and
being guilty of oppressions. So here is jan executive consti-
tution, in which the chief executive minister is to be in such
2 situation, and of such a disposition, that the chief employ-
ment of the presiding person in the committee is to guard
against him, and to prevent his doing mischief. Here is a
man appointed, of the greatest possible power, of the greatest
possible wickedness, in a situation to exert that power and
wickedness for the destruction of the country ; and, without
doubt, it would require the greatest ability and diligence in
the person at the head of that council to prevent it. Such a
constitution, allowed and alleged by the persons themselves
Jwho composed it, was, I believe,s never heard of in the world.

Now that I have done with this part of the system of
bribery, your lordships will permit me to follow Mz. Hastings
to his last parting scene. He parted with his power, he parted
with his situation, he parted with everything, but he never

. could part with Ganga Govind Singh. He was on his voyage,
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he had embarked, he was upon the Ganges, .he had quitted
-his government ; andhis last dying sigh, his last parting voice,
"was Ganga Govind Singh. It ran upon the banks of the
Ganges, as another plaintive voice ran upon the banks of
another river (I forget whose) ; his last accents were Ganga,
Ganga Govind Singh. It demonstrates theipower of friendship.
It is said by some idle, absurd moralists, that friendship
~ is a thing that cannot subsist between bad men ; but I will
¥ show your lordships the direct contrary ; and, after having
o shown you what Ganga Govind Singh was, I shall bring’
before you Mr. Hastings's last act of friendship for him. Not
that T have quite shown you everything, but 'p'retty well, L
" think, respecting this man. There is a great_deal concerning *
his character and conduct that is laid by ; and I do believe,.
-that whatever time I should take, up in expatiating upon these
things, there would be “in the lowest deep still a lower deep ;”
*, for there is not a day of .the inquiry that does hot bring to
~ light more and more of this evil against Mr. Hastings. '
But, before I,open the papers relative to this act of Mr.
Hastings’s friendship for Ganga Govind Singh, I must restate
_ some circumstances, that your lordships may understand
thoroughly the nature of it. Your lordships may recollect,
that about the time of the succession of the minor Raja
of Dinajpur, who was.then but, five or six years of age,
and, when Mr. Hastings left Bengal eight or nine, Mr.
Hastings had received from that country a bribe of about
£40,000. There is a fidelity even in bribery ;—there isa
truth and observance even in corruption ; there is a justice,
that if money is to be pa;d for ‘protection, protection ‘should
be given. My lords, Mr. Hastmgs received this bribe through.
“vGanga Govind Singh ; then, at least through . Ganga Govind .
L Smgh he ought to take care that that Raja. should not , be-
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-obbed ; that he should not be robbed, if Ganga Govid Singh
could help it ; that above all he should not be robbed by
Ganga Govind Singh himself.—But your lordships will find
that the last act of Mr. Hastings’s life was to be an accom-
plice in the most cruel and perfidious breach of faith, in
the most iniquitous transaction, that I do believe ever
was held out to the indignation of the world with regard
to private persons. When he departed on the 16th of
February, 1785, when he was ¢n board in the mouth of
the Ganges, and preparing to visit his native country, let
us see what the last act of his life then was. Hear the
last tender accents of the dying swan upon the Ganges : “The
regret which I capnot but feel in relinquishing the service of
my honourable ¢cmployers would be much embittered, were it
accompanied by the reflection that I have neglected the merits
of a man who deserves no less of them than of myself, Ganga
Govind Singh, who from his earliest youth had been employ-
ed in the collection of the revenues, and was about eleven
years ago selected for his superior talents to fill the office of
dewan to the Calcutta committee. He has from that time,
with a short intermission, been the principal native agent in
the collection of the Company’s revenues; and I can take
upon myself to say, that he has performed the duties of his
office with fidelity, diligence, and ability. To myself he has
given proofs of a constancy and attachment, which neither
the fears nor expectations excited by the prevalence of differ-
ent influence could shake; and at a time too when these
qualities were so dangerous, that, far from finding them
amongst the generality of his countrymen, I did not invari-
ably meet with them amongst my own. With such a sense
of his merits, itis natural that I should feel a desite of res
warding him ; for justice, giatitude, genetosity, dnd even
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policy demand.it : and I regort to the board for the means
of performing so necessary a. duty, in full conﬁqenée that, as,
those which I shall point out are neither incompatible with:
fh_e Company’s interest nor prejudicial to the rights. of others,
they will not be withheld-from me. At the request, therefore, -
of Ganga Govind Singh I deliver the accompanying durkausts,
or petitions, for grants ‘of lands lying in different districts ; the
total jumma, or rent, of which amount to rupees 2,38,061. 12. 1.”

Ganga Govind Singh and Dinajpur.

Your lordships recpliect'that Mr. Larkins was one of the
bribe-agents of Mr. Hastings ; one, I mean, of a corporation,
but not corporate in their acts. My lords, Mr. Larkins has
told you, he has told us, and he has told the‘court of directors,
that Mr. Hastings parted in. a quarrel with- Ganga Govind

~ Singh, because he had not faithfully- kept his engagement with
regard to his’ bribe ; 5 ‘and that, 1nstead of £ 140,000 from
Dinajpur, he had only’ paid him £30,000. My lords, that
mlqultous men will defraud one another I can conceive ;. but
. you will perceive by Mr. Hastings’s behaviour at partmg, that
he either had in fact received this money from Ganga Govind
Singh, or in some way or other. had abundant reason to be
satisfied ; that he totally forgot his anger upon this occasion,
and that at parting his last act was to ratify grants of lands (so.
described by Mr. Hastmgs) to Ganga Govind. Singh. Your
lordshlps will irecollect the tender and forgwmg temper pf
Mr. Hastings. Whatever little bickerings there mxght have
been between them about their small money concerns, the
purifying waters of the Ganges had washed away all sins,
enmities, and discontent. By some of those arts which Ganga
Govind Smgh knows how to practlse (I mean concxhatory
honest arts) he had fa.lrly wxped away all resentment ,out og

4
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Mr. Hastings's mind ; apd he, who so long remembered the
affront offered him by Chait Singh, totally forgets Ganga
Govind Singh’s fraud of £ 10,000, and attempts to make others
the instruments of giwing him what he calls his reward.

Mr. Hastings states among Ganga Govind’s merits, that he
kad, from the time of its institution, and with a very short
intermission, served the office of dewan to the Calcutta com-
mittee. That short intermission was, when he was turned out
of office upon proof of peculation and embezzlement of public
money ; but of this cause of the int:rmission in the political
life anid political merits of Ganga Govind Singh Mr. Hastings
does not tell you.

Your lordships shall now hear what opinion a member of
the provincial council at Talcutta, in which he had also served
had of him. “Who is Ganga Govind Singh ?” The answer
is :—*“He was, when I left Bengal, dewan to the committee of
revenue. What was his his office and power during Mr.
Hastings’s administration since 1780 7—He was formerly
dewan to the provincial council stationed at Calcutta, of which
1 was a member. His conduct then was licentious and un-
warrantable, oppressive and extortionary. He was stationed
under us to be an humble and submissive servant, and to be
of use to us in the discharge of our duty. His conduct was
everything the reverse. We endeavoured to correct the
mischiefs he was guilty of as much as possible. In one
attempt to release fifteen persons illegally confined by him,
we were dismissed our offices ; a different pretence was held
out for our dismission, but it was only a pretence. Since his
appointment as dewan to the present committee of revenue,
his line of conduct has only been a continuance of what I
have described, but upon a large scale. What was the
general obinion of the natives nf the nea ha mada of
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this power ?—He was looked up to by. the natives as the .
second person in the government, if not the - first. He
was _considered as the only channel for obtaining favour
:and employment from the Governor. There is hardly
-a native family of rank or credit within the .three provinces
whom he has not some time or: other distressed and afflicted ;
‘scarce a zamindari that he has not dismembered and plundes-
-ed. Was you in a situation to know this to be true ?—I
-certainly was. What was the géneral opinion, and your own,
-concerning his wealth ?—It +is almost impossible to form a
competent judgment, his means of acquring_ it have been so
-extensive. I had an é.céount shown to me about July, 1785,
-stating his acquisitions at three hundred and twenty lacs of -
Tupees, that is, £3,200,000." :
. My lords, I have only to add, that from the best inquiries’
‘T have been able to-make, those who speak highest of his ¢
wealth are those who obtain the greatest credit.t;,The estimate
of any man’s wealth isfuncertain; buf the enormity of his
wealth is universally Helieved : yet Mr. Hastings seemed to-

-act as if he needed a reward ; and it is therefore necessary to-

inquire what recommended him particularly to Mr. Hastings. :
Your lordships have seen that he was on the point of being

"dismissed for misbehaviour and oppression by that Calcutta.

-committee, his services to which Mr, Hastings gives as one.
proof of his constant and uniform good behaviour. “He had .
executed,” he says, “the duties of his office with fidelity,
diligence, and ability.” These are his public merits ; but he
has private merits :—*“To myself,” says.- he, “he has’given
iproofs of constancy and attachment.” '

"Now we, who have been used to look very dxhgently over
the i1Company’s irecords, and to compare -One part® with

’

& .
L)
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recommended him to Mr. Hastings, and induced him to speals -
so favourably of his publiciservices. What those services are
does not appear ; we have searched the records for them

(and those records are very busy and loguacious), about that
period of time, during which Mr. Hastings was labouring
under an eclipse, and near the dragorn’s mouth, and all the

drums of Bengal beating to free him from this dangerous
eclipse. During this time there is nothing publicly done,

there is nothing publicly said, by Ganga Govind Singh.

There were then some services ¢f Ganga Govind Singh that
lie undiscovered, which he takes as proofs of attachment.
What could they be ? they were not public ; nobody knows
anything of them ; they must, by reference to the time, as
far as we can judge of them, be services of concealment.
Otherwise, in the course of this business it will be necessary,
and Mr. Hastings will find occasion, to show what those
personal services of Ganga Govind Singh to him were. His
services to Ganga Govind Singh were pretty conspicuous ;
for, after he was turned out for peculation, Nr. Hastings
restored him to his office ; and when he had imprisoned
fifteen persons illegally .and oppressively, and when the
Council were about to set them at liberty, they were set at
liberty themselves ; they were dismissed their offices. Your
lordships see, then, what his public services were. - His
private services are unknown; they must be, as we conceive
from their being unknown, of a suspicious nature ; and I do
not go further than suspicion, because I never heard, and I
have not been without attempts to make the discovery what
those services were that recommended him to Mr. Hastings.

Having looked at his public services, which are well-known

scenes of wickedness, barbarity, and corruption, we next come
10 see what bis rewatd is. Your lordships hear what reward
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he thought proper to secure for himself; and, I believe, a
man-who has power like Ganga Govind Singh, and a dis---
position like Ganga Govind' Singh, can hardly want'the means’
of rewarding himself ; and if every virtue rewards itself, and
virtue is said to be its own reward, the virtue of Ganga Govind
Singh was in a good way of seeking its own reward. Mr.
Hastings, ‘however, thought it was not ught that such.a man
should reward himself ; but that it ‘was necessary for the
honour and justice of government to find him a reward.
Then the next thing isy what that reward shall be. Itisa
grant of lands. Your lordships will observe, that Mr. Hastings
declares some of thése lands to be unoccupied, others occu-
pied, but not by the just owners. Now thesé ‘were the very-

" lands of the Raja of Dma]pur, from whence he had taken the
bribe of £40,006. My lords, this was a4 monstrous thmg.

. Mr. Has’tihgs had the audacity, as his parting act, when he

" was coming to England, and ought to have expected (whatever-
he did expect) the responsibility of tl}iss ddy,—he was, I say,
shameless enough, not only to give this recommendation, but
to perpetuate thé mischiefs of his feigﬁ, as he has done, to
his successors; for he has réally done so by making it
impossible almost to know anything of the true state of that .
country : and he has thereby made them much less responsible-
and criminal thah before in any ill acts théy may have done-
since his time. But Mr. Hastings not only recommends and
backs the petition of Gangi Govind Smgh with his partmg
authority, which authority yhe made the people there believe-
would be greater in England than it was in India, but he is-
an evidence ; he declares, that “to his own knowledge these
lands ire vacant, and confessedly, therefore, by the laws of
govérnment.”
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My lords (as I said), Mr. Hastings becomes a witness, and,
I believe, in the course of the proceedings you will find, a
Salse witness, for Ganga Govind Singh. “To my own know-
ledge,” says he, “they are vacant.”” Why, I cannot find that
Mr. Hastings had ever been in Dinajpur ; or, if he had, it
must have been only as a passenger. He had not the super-
vigion of the district in any other sense than with that kind of
eagle eye which he must have had over all Bengal, and which
he had for no other purposes than those for which eagles’ eyes
are commonly used. He becomes, you see, a witness for
Ganga Govind Singh, and orders to be given him, as a
recompense for all the iniquitous acts this man commiited,
the lands of that very Raja who through the hands of Ganga
Govind Singh had given an enormous bribe to Mr. Hastings.
These lands were not withput an ownership, but were lands
in the hands of the Raja, and were to be severed from the
zemindari and given to Ganga Govind Singh. The manner
of obtaining them is something so shocking, and contains
such a number of enormities completed in one act, that one
can scarce imagine how such a compound could exist.

This man, besides his office of dewan to the Calcutta
committee, which gave him the whole management and power
of the revenue, was, as I have stated, at the head of all the
registers in the kingdom, whose duty it was to be a control
upon him as a dewan. As Mr. Hastings destroyed every other
constitutional settlement of the country, so the office which
was to be a check upon Ganga Govind Singh, namely, the
register of the country, had been superseded, and revived in
another shape, and given to the own son of this very man.
God forbid that 2 son should not be under a certain and
reasonable subordination! But though in this country we
know a son may possibly be free from the control of his father,
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[] . .
yet the meanest slave is not in a more abject condition of
slavery than a son is in that country.to his fathér ; for it éx-'
tends to the power of a Roman parent. The ofﬁce of reglster .
is to take care that a fall and fair rent is secured to gdvern-
ment ; and above all it is his business to take care of the body
of laws, the i'dyjaun mulluck, or custdom of the country, of
which he is the guardian as the head of the law. It was his' ,
business to secure that fundamental law of the government,
and fundamental law of the country, that a . zemindari cannot
be split, or any portion of it separated, without the consent of
the government. This man betrayed his trust, and did private-
ly, contrary to the duty of his office, get this minor- Raja,
who was but an infant, who was but nine years old at the
time, to make over to him a part of his zemindari, to a large
amount, under colour of a fraudulent and fictitious sale. ' By
the laws of that country, by the common laws of nature, the |
-act of thlS child was void. The act was void as against
the government by giving a zemindari without the consent
of the government to the very man who ought to have prevent
ed such an act: he has the same- sacred guardianship of
minors that the Chancellor of England has.-——This man got to

- himself those lands by a fraudulent and probably forged -deed,
for that is charged too ; but whether it was forged or not,
this miserablefminor was obliged to give the lands to him;
he did not dare quarrel with “him upon such an article, be-
cause he who would purchase could take.

The next step was to get one of -his. nearest relations to
seem to give a consent ; because taking it of the minor was
too gross. - The relation, who could no more consent by the
law of that countiy than the law of this, gave® apparently his

, consent. And these were the very lands that Mr: Hastmgs

+ gpeaks of.as “lands entirely at the disposal of government.”

\
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All this came before the council. The moment Mr. Hastings
was gone, India seemed a little to respire ; there was a vast
oppressive weight taken off it,—there was a mountain removed
from its tbreast ; and persons did dare then, for the first
time, to breathe their complaints. And accordingly, this
minor Raja got some person kind enough to tell him that he
was a minor,—that he could not part with his estate ; and
this, with the other shocking and illegal parts of the process,
. was stated by him to the council, who had Mr. Hastings’s
recommendation of Ganga Govigd Singh before them.
The council, shocked to see a minor attempted to be
dispossessed in such a manner by him who was the natural
guardian of all minors, shocked at such an enormous daring
piece of iniquity, began to inquire further, and to ask, how
came this his near relation to consent 7 He was apparently
partner in the fraud. Partner in the fraud he was, but not
partner in the profit ; for he was to do it without getting any-
thing for it ; the wickedness was in him, and the profit in Ganga
Govind Singh. In consequence of this inquiry, the man
comes down to account for his conduct, and declares another
atrocious iniquity, that shows you the powers which Ganga
Govind Singh possessed.—“Ganga Govind Singh,” says he,
“is master of the country; he had made a great festival for
the burial of his mother ; all those of that caste ought to be
invited to the funeral festival ; he would have disgraced me
for ever, if I had not been invited to the funeral festival.”
These funeral festivals, you should know, are great things in
that country, and celebrated in this manner, and, you may
depend upon it, in a royal manner, by him, upon burying his
mother : any person left out was marked, despised, and dis-
graced. “But he had it in his power, and I was threatened to
be deprived of my caste by his register, who had the caste in
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. his absolute dis‘positiou.”‘ Says he, “I was under terror, I
was under duresse, and I did it.”
Ganga Govind Singh was fortified by the opinion that. the
- Governor, though departed, virtually resided in that country.
God grant that liis power may be extirpated out of it now ! I
doubt it ; but, most assuredly, it was residing i in its plenitude
when he departed from thence ; and there was not a man in
India who was not of opinion, either that he was actually to
return to govern India 2gain, or that his power is such in
England as that he might govern it here. And such were the -
hopes of those who had intentions agdinst the estates of others.
Ganga Govind Singh, therefore, being presséd to the wall by
this declaration” of the Raja’s relation, when he could say
nothing against it, when it was clear and manifest, and there
were only impudetit, barefaced denials and asseverations
agaiiist facts which carried truth with themselves, did not in
his® answer pretend to say “that a zemindari might be parted
withott the consent of the government,—that a minor might
be deprived of it,—that the next relation had a power of
-disposing of it. He did indeed say, but nobody believed him,
that'he had used no'force upon this relation ; but as every one
knew-the aét would be void, he was driven to Mr. Hastings's
great tefuge ;'he was driven to say, “the goveinment in this
- couiitry has atbitrary - power, == ~the, power of government is
eVerythmg,——the right of the sub]ect nothing ;—they have at
all times sepafited zémindaris from their Tawful' proprietors.
‘Give me what ‘Mr, Hastmgs has constantly given to other
people withéut any tight, of  shadow, or seinblatice of rxght,
at all ”—'—God 'kn6ws, -it is well thatT walk with my authonty
in ‘my “hand ; for ‘thete are such cnmes, suich portemous,
~ ilicredible crithes, to be biought befote your lordshxps, that
4 it woild hardly b believed, Were it not that I am ¢onstantly,

A}
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as I hope I shall constantly be, guarded with evidence, and:
that the strongest that can be, even the evidence of the parties
themselves.

“From your inquiry (Ganga Govind Singh says to the
council) every circumstance will appear in its true colours.
With respect to the alienation of parts of zemindaris, the
extent and consequence of the great zemindars depend in a
great measure on the favour and countenance of the ruling
powers.” .

*“By what means did this zemindar of Dinajpur get posses-
sion of parganna Buttassim after the death of Raikobad
Chaudhurij, in 1758 of parganna Kuliganj after the death of
Sahebranee Chaudhrani, in the same year, notwithstanding
his heirs existed ; and of parganna Suntoe, &c., during the
lifetime of Sambhu Nath, the zemindar, in 1767,—all without
right, title, or pecuniary consideration ? This has been the
case with many pargannas in his zemindari, and indeed exists
in many other zemindaris besides, since the Company’s acces-
sion. Rambkrishna, in 1772, got possession of Nurrullur, the
zemindari of Mahomed Ali : the parganna of Ichanguipur, &c.,
was in three divisions, 1773. The petition of Govind Deo
Shioprashad was made over to the son of Bousser Chaudhri,
possessor of the third share. Parganna Bahirband belonged
to the zomindari of Rani Bhawani, and, in 1780, was made
over to Loknath Nandi. All these changes took place in the
lifetime of the rightful possessors, without right, title or pur-
chase.”

Your lordships have not heard before of Loknath Nandi.
He was the son of a person of whom your lordships have heard
before, called Kanto Babu the banyan of Mr. Hastings, Mr:
Hastings has proved in abundance of other cases that a grant
to father and son is the same thing. The fathers generally
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take out grants in the names of their sons ; and Rani Bhawani,.
‘possessing the zemindari of Rajshahi, an - old lady of the first
rank and family in India, was stripped of a part of her zemin-
darl and it was gwen to Loknath Nandx, the son of Mr. Hast--
ings’s banyan ; and then (you see the consequence of good
-examples) comes ' Ganga Govind Singh, and says, I am as;
good a manas he ; there is a zemindary given, then do as-
much for Ganga Govind Singh as you have done. for Kanto-
Babu. Here is an argument drawn from the practice of Mr.
Hastings. And this shows-your lordships the necessity of
suppressing such iniquities by punishing the author of them.
You will punish Mr. Hastings, and no man will hereafter dare-
to rob minors, no man will hereafter dare to rob widows, to-
give to the vilest of mankind, their own base instruments, - for
their own nefarious purposes, the lands of others without
‘right, title, or purchase. .

My lords, I will not after this state " to you the false re-
presentation of the value of these lands, which this man gave
in to government. He represented it to be much less than it
was, when he desired the grant of them, as shall be stated
‘when it comes before your lordships, at the proper time. But
:at present I am only touching upon principles, and bringing
-examples so far as they illustrate prmcxples, and to show how’
precedents spread.

" 1 believe, your lordships WI“ conceive better of the spmt
of these transactions by my intermixing with them, as I shall
"endeavour to do as much as possible of the groundsof them.
I will venture to say, that no description’ that I.can give, no
‘painting, if I was either able or willing to paint, could
-make these transactions appear to your lordships with:the
strength which they bave in themselves; and ygur. -lord-
ships - will ‘be convinced of this, when.you se¢, what *nobody

~- . .
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could hardly believe, that a man can say, “It was given to
others without right, title, or purchase ; give it to me without
right, title, or purchase ;—give me the estates of minors
without right, title, or purchase, because Mr. lastings gave
the estates of widows without right, title, or purchase.”

Of this exemplary grant, of this pattern for future pro-
ceedings, I will show your lordships the consequence.

I will read to your lordships part of the examination of a
witness, taken from a report of a committee of the House of
Commons.

“Are you acquainted with the situation of the zemindari
of Bahirbaud ?- It lies to the eastward of Dinajpur and
Rangpur. I was stationed in that neighbourhood. To whom
did it originally belong?—1 believe, to the zemindari of
Rajshahi, belonging to Rani Bhawani. For what reason was
it taken from the Rani of Rajshahi and given to Kanto Babu ?
~—I do not exactly recollect: I believe, on some plea of
incapacity or insufficiency in her to manage it, or some pre-
tended decline in the revenue, owing to mismanagement. On
what terms was it granted to Kanto Babu or his son ? I
believe it was a grant in perpetuity, at the revenue of rupees
82,000 or 83,000 per annum. What amount did he collect
from the country ?—I cannot tell. The year I was in that
neighbourhood, the settlement with his under-tenants was
something above 3,53,0c0 rupees. The inhabitants of the
country objected to it. They assembled in a body of about
five thousand, and were proceeding to Calcutta to make known
their grievances to the committee of revenue. They were
stopped at Cusimbuzar by Noor Sing Babu, the brother of
Kanto Babu, and there the matter was compromised, in what
manner I cannot say.”

Your lordships see. Mr. Hastings’s banyvan got this Zemindari
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Belonging to-this venerable lady, unable. to protect herself ;
that it was- granted- to. ‘him - without right, title, or purchase.
To show you that Mr.. Hastings had been in a constant
‘course of such proceeding, here is a petition from a. person
called * * % % %, & % % * for some favour from govern-
ment, which it is not necessary now to state: In order to
make good his claim, he- states Whg.t-nqbody denied, but
which is universally known in fact. Says he, “I have never
entertained any such intention or idea,” that is, of séizing
upon other people’s zemirfdaris, “neither am I at all desirous
of acquiring any other persons zemindari in this country,”
&e. ¥ L I

[The document read here is wanting, mdmg] “as several
Calcutta banyans have done,” &c. * * * * *

He states it as a kind of constant. practlce, by which the
country had been robbed under Mr. Hastings, known and
acknowledged to: be 50, to seize upon the inheritance of the
widow and the fatherless. In this manner did Ganga Govind
Singh govern himself upon the direct precedent of Kanto Babu,
the banyan of Mr. Hastings ; and this other instrument of his
in like manner calls upon goverriment for favour of some

kind or other, upon the same principle and-the same precedent. )

Your lordships now, see how necessary it was to say
something about arbitrary power : for, first, the wicked people-
of that country (Mr. Hastings’s .instruments 1” mean) pretend
right, title, fiur.chase, grant ; and when their frauds in-all these
legal means are discovered, then they fly: off and have re-
course to arbitfary power ; and say, It.is true, I can make out
no right, title, grant, or purchase ; the parties are minors;: I

am bound to. take care of their right ; but you have arbitrary -

power : you have exercised it upon. other occasions);. exercise
it upon this ; give me the rights of other people., This: was
- - 18 .

-
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the last act, and, 1 hope, will be the last act of Mr. Hastings’s
wicked power, done by the wickedest man in favour of the
wickedest man, and by the wickedest means, which failed
upon his own testimony.

To bring your lordships to the end of this business, which
I hope will lead me very near to the end of what I have to
trouble your lordships with ; I will now state the conduct of
the council, and the resolution about Ganga Govind Singh. 1
am to inform your lordships, that there was a reference made
by the council to the committee of revenue, namely, to Ganga
Govind Singh himself ; a reference with regard to the righ,
title, mode, apd proceeding, and many other circumstances ;
upon which the commiitee, being such as I have described,
very naturally were silent. Ganga Govind Singh, lbguitur
sofus in the manner you have just heard ; the committee
were the chorus ; they sometimes talk, fill up a vacant part,
but Ganga Govind Singh was the great actor, the sole one.
The report of this committee being laid befure the Council,
Mr. Stables, one of the board, entered the following minute
on the fifteenth of May, 1785: “I have perused the several
papers upon this subject, and am sorry to observe that the
committee of revenue are totally silent on the most material
points therein, and sending the petition to them has only been
so much time thrown away—I mean, on the actoal value of
the lands in question : what the amount derived from them
has been in the last year, and what advantages or disad-
vantages to government by the sale ; and whether, in their
opinion, the supposed sale was compulsive or not. But it is
not necessary for the discussion of the question respecting
the (regularity or irregularity of the pretended sale of Salbarri
to Ganga Govind Singh, the dewan, to enter into the particular
assertions of each party.
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“The representations of the Raja’s agent, confirmed by
-the petitions of his principal, positively assert the sale to have
been compulsive and violent ; and the dewan as positively
denies it, though the fears he expresses, ‘zkaf their common
-enemies would set aside the act before il was complete, show 7
clearly that they were sensible the™act was unjustifiable, if
they.do not tend to fals‘ify his denial.

“But it is clearly estabhshed and admitted by the language
and writings of both partles, that there has been a most
unwarrantable collusion in ‘endeavounnz 1o aliseat=t, 7
I T motuioSt positive orlgmal laws of
~—th&" constitution of these provinces, ‘fhal neo zemzna’ar, and

other landholder, paying revenue to governiént, shall '5e per-

mitted to alienate his lands, wzz‘izoul the express authority .of
that governmeni.

Of Q‘Ovprhmﬂ'“" o

e ——

“The defence set up by Ganga Govmd Singh does
not go to disavow the ‘transaction j for if it did, the deed of
sale, &c., produced by himself, and the petition to the board
for . its confirmation, would detect him ; on'the contrar);, he
openly admits its existenge, and only strives to show that it
was a voluntary one on the part of the. Rani and the servants
of the Raja. Whether voluntary or not, was equally criminal
in Ganga Govind Singh, as the public officer of government,
because diametrically opposit to- the positiye and repeated
standmg orders of that government for the rule of his conduct,
as dewan and- ,natlve guardian of the public rights intrusted
especnally to his care ; because it was. his .duty, not only' net

_to be guilty of a breach of those rules himself, but as dewan,
and exercising the efficient office of Canongoe, to prevent,
detect expose, and apprize his 'employers of every instance
attempted to the contrary ; because it was his duty to prevent
Athe government being defrauded, and the Ra]a, a child of nine

L
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years old, robbed of his hereditary possessions, as he would
have been if this transaction had not been detected ; whereas,
on the contrary, the dewan is himself the principal mover and
sole instrument in that fraud and robbery, if I am rightly
informed,” to the amount of 42,474 rupees in perpetuity, by
which he alone was to benefit; and because he has even
dared to stand forward in an attempt to obtain our sanction,
and thereby make us parties to (in my opinion) a false deed
and fraudulent transaction, as his qwn defence now shows the
bill of sale and all its collateral papers to be.

“If offences of this dark tendency and magnitude were not
t0 be punished.in a public manner, the example here set the
natives employed "under the government by their first native
officer would very.soon render our authority contempiible,
and operate to the destruction of the public revenues.—I will
not dwell further on the contradictions in these papers before
us on this subject.

“But I beg leave to point out how tenacious the govern-
ment have been of insuring implict obedience to their rules
on this subject in particular, and in prohibiting conduct like
that here exhibited against their public officer, and how
sacredly they have viewed the public institutes on this subject,
which have been violated and trampled on ; and it will suffice
to show their_public orders on a similar instance, which
happened some time ago, and which the dewan, from his
.official situation, must have been a party in detecting.

“I desire the board’s letter to the committee on this

v % Vakil states Mufassil Jumma, of Salbari, for 1,191 Sa Rs 96,229
Purchase money .. .. .. 53,755

i Per annum, loss o 42,474
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*.subject; dated the 31st May, 1782, may be read, a.nd a copy
+be annexed to this minute.

“I therefore move the board that Gahga Govmd Singh
may be forthwnh required to surrender the original deeds
-produced by him, a$ a title to the grant of Salbari, in order
cthat they may be returned to the Raja’s agents, to be made
-null and void. :

“I further move the board, that the dewan Ganga Govind
-Singh, together with his naib Pran Krishna Singh, his son,
:and all his dependants, 'be removed from their oﬁ‘ices, and
that the réy royan, Raja Rajballabh whose duty only Ganga
‘Govind Singh virtually is to perform, be reinstated in the

exercise of the duties of his department; and that Ganga’

, “Govind Singh be ordered ‘to deliver up all official papers of
‘the Sircar to the committee of revenue and ‘ the roy royan, and

that they be ordered accordingly to take charge of them, -and’

.finally settle all accounts.”—This motion was overruled, and
'no final proceeding appears.

My lords, you have heard the proceedings of the court
before which Ganga Govid Sipgh thought proper ‘to appeal,
in consequence of the power and protectxon of Mr. Hastings
being understood to exxst after he left India, and authenticated
“by his last parting deed.” Your lordships will judge by that
last act of Mr. Hastings what the rest of his whole life was.—.
My lords, I do not mean now to go further than just to remind
-your lordships of this, -that Mr. Hastings’s government was
one whole system of oppression, of. robbery of individuals, of
destruction of the public, and of supersession of "the whole

system of the English government, in -order to vest in the -

~

-worst of the natives all the powers thaf could possibly exist’

j «in any govegnment, in order to defeat the ends which all
:governments ought in common to have in view. Thus, my
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lords, I show you, at one point of view, what you are to
expect from him in all the rest. I have, I think, made out as
clear as can be to your lordships, so far as it was necessary
to go, that his bribery and peculation was not occasional, but
habitual ; that it was not urged upon him at the moment, but
was regular and systematic. I have shown to your lordships
the operation of such a system on the revenues.

Systematic charges against Mr. Hastings.

My lords, Mr. Hastings plead$ one constant merit to
justify those acts : namely, that they produce an increase of
the pubiic revenue ; and accordingly he never sells to any of
those wicked agents any trosts whatever in the country, that
you do not hear that it will considerably tend to the increase
of the revenue.  Your lordships will see, when he sold to
wicked men the province of Behar, in the same way in which
Debi Singh had this province of Dinajpur, that consequences
of a horrid and atrocious nature (though not to so great an
extent) followed from it. I will just beg leave to state to
your lordships, that the kingdom of Behar is annexed to the
kingdom of Bengal; tnat this kingdom was governed by
another provincial council ; that he turned out that provincial
council, and sold that government to two wicked men,—one
of no fortune at all, and the other of a very suspicious
fortune ; one a total bankrupt, the other justly excommuni-
cated for his wickedness in his country, and then in prison
for misdemeanours in a subordinate situation of government.

Mr. Hastings destroyed the council that imprisoned him,
and, instead of putting one of the best and most reputable of
the natives to govern it, he takes out of prison this excom-
municated wretch, hated by God and man,—this bankrupt,
this man of evil and desperate character, this mismanager of
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* the public revenue in an‘inferior station ; and, as he had‘ given
Bengal to Ganga Govind Singh, he gave this province to Ra]as
Kellaram and Kalyan Smgh . . a

It was done upon this principle, that they would increase -
and very much - better the. revenue. These men seemed to -
be as strange instruments for improving a revenue as ever
were chosen, I suppose, since the world began. Perhaps.
their. merit was giving a bribe of {40,000 to Mr. Hastings.
How he disposed of it I don’t know He says, I disposed of
it to the public, and it was in a case of emergency. You wilt
see in the course of this business the falsehood of that
pretence ; for you will see, though the oblxgatlon is given for

‘it as a round sum of money, that the.payment was not
accomplished till a year after ; that therefore it could not-
answer any immediate exigence of the Company. Did it
answer in an increase of the revenue /—The very reverse.
Those persons who had.given this bribe of /40,000, at .the
end of that year were found /80,000 in debt to the Company.

- The Company always loses when Mr. Hastings takes a bribe
and when he proposes an increase of the revenue, the Com-
pany loses oftegn double. But I hope and trust your lordshlpsw
will consider this idea of a monstrous rise of rent, given by
men of desperate fortunes and' characters, to be one of ther”
grievances, instead of one of the advantages, of this system.

. It has been necessary to lay theése facts . before you (and I:

+. have stated them to your lordships far short of their reality, s
partly through my infirmity, .and partly on account of the'

. odiousness of the task of going through. things ‘that disgrace;

human nature), that .you may be enabled fully.to,ent_e,r,int'oj;

the dreadful consequences which attend a system of briberyy
and_corruption in a Goyernor-General. On;a Aransient:view,
briberysis rather; a subject. of disgust than,horror,-——theisordldr
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practice of a venal, mean, and abject mind ; and the effect of
the crime seems to end with the act. It looks to be no more
than the corrupt transfer of property from one person to
another ; at worst a theft. But it will appear in a very different
light, when you regard the consideration for which the bribe is
given ; namely, that a Governor-General, claiming an arbi-
trary power in himself, for that consideration delivers up the
properties, the liberties, and the lives of a whole people ta the
arbitrary discretion of any wicked and rapacious person, who
will be sure to make good from their’ blood the purchase he
has paid for his power over them. Itis possiple that a man
may pay a bribe merely to redeem himself from some evil.
It is bad, howe\;er, .to live under a power whose violence has
no restraint except in its avarice. But no man ever paid a
bribe for a power to charge and tax others, but with a view to
oppress them. No man ever paid a bribe for the handling
of the public money, but to peculate from it. When once
such offices become thus privately and corruptly venal, the
very worst men will be chosen (as Mr. Hastings has in fact
constantly chosen the very worst), because none but those who
do not scruple the use of any means are capable, consistently
with profit, to discharge at once the rigid demands of a severe
public revenue and the private bribes of a rapacious chief
magistrate. Not only the worst men will be thus chosen, but
they will be (restrained by no dread whatsover in the execu-
tion of their worst oppressions. Their protection is sure.
The authority that is to restrain, to control, to punish
them, is previously engaged ; he has his retaining fee for
the support of their crimes. Mr. Hastings never dared,
because he could not, arrest oppression in its course, with-
out drying up the source of his own corrupt emolument.
Mr. Hastings never dared, after the fact, to punish extortion in
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-others, because he could 'not, without risking the'discovery
of bribery in himself. The same corruption, the same op-
pression, and the same impunity will reign through all the
subordinate gradations.

A fair revenue may be collected w1th0ut the aid of wicked,
violent, and unjust instruments. But when once the line of
just and legal demand is transgressed, such instraments are
of absolute necessity, ; and they comport. themselves accord-
ingly. When we know that 'men must be well paid (and
they ought to be well paid) for the performance of honourable
-duty, can we think that men will be found to commit wicked,
rapacious, and oppressive acts with fidelity and disinterested-

ness, for the sole emolument of dishonest employers ? No ;.

they must have their full share of the prey, and the greater
share as they are the nearér and more necessary instruments
of the general extortion. ” We must ‘not therefore flatter our-
selves, when Mr. Hastings takes £ 40,000 in bribes for Dinajpur

“and its annexed provinces, that from the people nothing more -

thah £40,000 is extorted. I speak within compass, four times
-forty must be levied on the people ; and these violent sales,

fraudulent purchases, confiscations, inhuman and uriutterable_

tortures, imprisonment, irons, whips, fines, general despair,
general insurrection, the massacre of the officers of revenue
by the people, the massacre of the people by .the soldiery,
and the total waste and destruction of the finest provinces
in India, are things of course, and all a necessary con-

sequence involved in the -very. substance of Mr. Hastings’s™

¢

‘bribery.

I, therefore, charge Mr. Hastmgs with havmg destroyed
for private purposes, the whole system of government by the
_ six.provincial councils, which-he had noright to destro;r.

I charge him with having delegated to others that power

. ”
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which the Act of Parliament had directed him to preserve
unalienably in himself.

I charge him with having formed a committee to be mere
instruments and tools, atthe enormous expense of £62,000
per annum.

I charge him with having appointed 2 person their dewan,
to whom these Englishmen were to be subservient tools;
whose name, to his own knowledge, was by the general voice
of India, by the general recorded voice of the Company, by
recorded official transactions, by everything that can make a
man known, abhorred, and detested, stamped with infamy;
and with giving him the whole power which he had thus
separatedd from the ,council-general and from the provincial
councils. '

I charge him with taking bribes of Ganga Govind Sing.

I charge him with not having done that bribe service which
fidelity even in iniquity requires at the hands of the worst of
men.

I charge him with having robbed those people of whom
he took the bribes.

I charge him with having fraudulenily alienated the for-
tunes of widows.

I charge him with having, without right, title, or purchase,
taken the lands of orphans, and given them to wicked persons
under him.

I charge him with having removed the natural guardians
of a minor Raja, and with having given that trust to a stranger,
Debi Singh, whose wickedness was known to himself and all
the world ; and by whom the Raja, his family and depen-
dants were cruelly oppressed.

I charge him with having committed to the management
of Debi Singh three great provinces; and thereby, with having
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wasted the country, ruined the landed interest, cruelly harass-
ed the peasants, burnt their houses, seized thexr crops, tortur-
ed and degraded their persons, and destroyed the honour of
the whole female race of that country.

In the name of the Commons of England I charge all
this villany upon Warren Hastmgs, in this last moment of my.
application to you.

My lords, what is it that we want here to a great act of.
national justice? Do we want a cause, my lord ?  You have
the cause of oppressed prmces, of undone women of the first
rank, of desolated provinces, and of wasted kingdoms.

Do you want a criminal, my lords ? When was there so
much iniquity ever laid to the charge of any one >—No, my
1ords, you must not lopk to punish any’ other such delinquent’ ..
from India.—Warren Hastings has not left substance enough
in India.to nourish sich another delinquent.

My lords, is it a prosecutor you want ?—You have before
you the Commons of Great Britain as prosecutor§, and, T
‘believe, my lords, that the sun in his beneficent progress
round the world doesnot behold a more giorious sight than

*that of men, separated from a rémote people by the material
bounds and barriers of nature, united by the bond of a sociaI’l‘
and moral community ;—all the Commons of England resen-
ting, as their own, the indignities and cruelties that are offered
to all the people of India.

Do yon want a tribunal? My lords, no éxample of anti-
quity, nothing in the .modern world, nothing in the range of
human lmagmatlon can supply us with a tribunal like this.
My lords, here we see virtually in the mind’s eye that sacred
majesty of the crown, under whose authorlty you sit, and
whose power you exercise. We see in that mv1s1ble authonty,
what we all feel in reality and hfe, the beneﬁcent powers and

.
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protecting justice of his Majesty. We have here the heir-
apparent to the crown, such as the fond wishes of the people
of England wish an heir-apparent of the crown to be. We
have here all the branches of the royal family in a situation
between majesty and subjection, between the sovereign and
the subject,-—offering a pledge in that situation for the sup-
port of the rights of the crown and the liberties of the people,
both which extremities they touch. My lords, we have a great
hereditary peerage here; those who have their own honour,
the honour of their ancestors, and of*their posterity, to guard;
and who will justify, as they have always justified, that provi-
sion in the constitution by which justice is made an hereditary
office. My lord§, we have here a new nobility, who have
risen and exalted themselves by various merits, by great
military services, ‘which have eéxtended the fame of this
country from the rising to the setting sun : we have those who
by various civil merits and various civil talents have been
exalted to a situation which they well deserve, and in which
they will justify the favour of their sovereign, and the good
opinion of their fellow-subjects, and make them rejoice
to see those virtuous characters, that were the other day upon
a level with them, now exalted above them in rank, but
feeling with them in sympathy what they felt in common
with them before. We have persons exalted from the practice
of the law, from the place in which they administered high
though subordinate justice, to a seat here, to enlighten with
their knowledge and to strengthen with thei vites those
principles which have distinguished the courts in which they
have presided.

My lords, you have here also the lights of our religion;
you have the bishops of England. My lords, you bave that
true image of the primitive church in its ancient from, in its
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ancient ordinances, purified’ from the superétitions' and the
vices which a long succession of ages will' bBring upon the:
best institutions. You have the representatives 'of * that.
religion’ which says that their'God is love, that thie very vital.
spirit of their institution is charity ; a religion which so much
hates oppression, that when the God whom we adore appeared
in human form, he did not appear in a form of greatness and
majesty, but in sympathy with the lowest of the people,—and.
thereby made it a firm and ruling principle, that their welfare-
was the object of all government since the person, who was
the Master of Nature, chose. to appear himself in a subordi- -
“nate situation. These are the considerations which influence
them, which animate them, and will animate them, against all
oppiession; knowing, that He who' is called first émong,
them, and first among us all, both of "the flock that is fed and
of those who feed it, made Himself “the servant of all.”

My lords, these are the securities which we have in all the-
the constituent parts of the body of this House. We know
them, we reckon, we rest upon them, and commit safely the
interests of India‘and'of humanity into .your hands. There-
fore, it is with confidence that, ordered by the Commons,

I impeach Warren Hastings, Esq, of high crlmes and
misdemeanours.- )

I impeach .him in the name of the Commons of Great
Britain in Parliament assembled, whose parliamentary trust
hethas betrayed.

- Iimpeach him in the- name|of all the Commons of Great
Britain, whose national character he has dishonoured. )

1 impeach him in the name of the people in India, whose

laws, rights, and liberties he has subverted, whose properties~

he has destroyed, whose: country he has laid “waste and
desolate.
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I impeach him in the name and by virtue of those eternal
laws of justice which he has violated.

1 impeach him in the name of human nature itself, which
he has cruelly outraged, injured, and oppressed in both sexes,
in every age, rank, situation, and condition of life.




TUESDAY, 21sT APRIL, 1789.

EXPLANATION OF DELAY.

. My Lorps,—An event which had spread for a consider-
-able time an uhniversa] grief and consternation through this
kingdom, and which, in its issue, diffused as universal and
transcendent a joy, has, in the circumstances both of our
-depression and of our exaltation, prodiiced a considerable
-delay;, if not a total suspension of the most important func-
~tiong of government.

My lords, we now resume our-office ; and we resume it
‘with new and redoubled alacrity, and we trust under not-
less propitious-omens than when we left it in this House,
at the end of the preceeding session. We,come to this duty
with a greater degree of earnestness and zeal, because we
are urged to it by many and very peculiar circumstances,
This day we come from a House where. the last steps were
taken, and I suppose . something has' happened similar -in
this, to prepare our way to attend with the utmost solem-
nity in another place a great national thanksgiving for
. having restored the sovereign to his parliament, and the
_parliament to its sovereign.

But, my lords, it is not only; in'the house of prayer that

we offer to ‘the First Cause the acceptable homage of our
" rational nature—my ‘lords, in this -House, at this bar, in
this place, in every place where His commands are obeyed,
His worship is performed. And, my lords, T must boldly

\ . . I
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say (and I think 1 shall hardly be contradicted by your
lordships, or by any persons versed in the law which
zuides us all), that the highest act of religion, and the
highest homage which we can and ought to pay, is an
imitation of the Divine perfections as far as such a nature
can imitate such perfections ; and that by this;means alone
we can make our homage acceptable to Him.

My lords, in His temple we shall not forget that His
most distinguished attribute is justice, and that the first
liink in the chain by which we are held to the Supreme
Judge of all is justice ; and that it is in this solemn temple
of representative justice we may best give Him praise,
because we can hete best imitate ;His divine attributes. If
ever there was a cause in which justice and mercy are not
only combined andgreconciled, but incorporated, it is in this
cause of suffering nations which we now bring before your
lordships, this second session of parliament, unwearied and
unfatigued in our persevering pursuit ; and we feel .« to be
a necessary preliminary, a necessary fact, a necessary atten-
dant and concomitant of every public thanksgiving, that we
should express our gratitude by our virtues, and not merely
with our mouths; and that, when we are giving thanks
for acts of mercy, we should render ourselves worthy of
them by doing acts of mercy ourselves. My lords, these
considerations, independent of those which were our first
movers in this business, strongly urge us at present to
pursue with all zeal and perseverance the great cause we
have now in hand. And we feel this to be the more neces-
sary because we cannot but be sensible that light, unstable,
variable, capricious, inconstant, fastidious minds soon tire
in any pursuit that requires strength, steadiness, and per-
severance. Such persons, who we trust are but few, and
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~who certainly.do not resemble your lordships nor us, begin
-already to say, How long is this business to continue ? Our
. answer is,~—1It is to continue till its ends are obtained. _
We know that by a mysterious dispensation of Pro-
- yidence injury is quick and rapid, and justice slow ; and we’
‘may. say, that those who have not patience and vigour of. !
-mmd to attend the tardy pace of justice, counteract the
order of Providerice, and are resolved not to be just at all,
"We therefore, instead of bending the order of nature to the
“laxity of'our characters and tempers, must rather confirm
ourselves by a manly fortitude and virtuous perseverance to
~continue within those forms, and to Wrestle with injustice,
~until we have shown that those virtues which sometimes.
.wickedness debauches into its cause, such as-vigour, energy,
.activity, fortitude of spirit, are called back and brought to
‘their true and natural service; and that in the pursuit of
'wickedness, in following it through ,all the winding recesses
and mazes of its artifices, we shall show as much vigour, as
-much constancy, as much dxhgence, energy, and persever-
ance-as any others can do in endeavouring to elude the laws
and triumph over the justice of thexr country., My lords,
we have thought it the more necessary to say this, because
it has been given out that we might faint m this business :
No, we follow, and trust we shall always follow that great
-emblem of antiquity, in which the person who held out to
-the end of a long.line of labours, found the reward of all the
.eleven in the twélfth. Our labour, therefore, will be our
reward ; and we will go on, we will pursue with vigour
and diligence, in a manner suitable to the Commons of
<Great Britain, e(re'ry mode of corruption, till' we have
thoroughly eradicated it. \
I think it necessary to say a word too upon another
19 -
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eircumstance, of which there is some complaint, as if some
injustice had arisen from voluntary delay on our part.

I have already alluded to, first, the melancholy, then, the
joyful occasion of this delay; and I shall now make one
remark on another part of the complaint, which I understand
was formally made to your lordships, soon afterwe had an-
nounced our resolution to proceed in this great cause of suffer-
ing nations befere you. It has been alleged that the length
of the pursuit had already very mbch distressed the person
who is the object of it ; that it leaned upon a fortune unequal
to support it, and that £30,000 had been already spent in the
preliminary préparations for the defence.

My lords, I do admit that all true, genuine, and unadulter-
ated justice considers with a certain degree of tenderness the
person whom it is called to punish, and never oppresses those
by the process who ought not to be oppressed but by the
sentence of the Court before which they are brought. The
Commons have heard, indeed, with some degree of astonish-
ment that 30,000 hath been laid out by Mr. Hastings in this
business. We who have some experience in the conduct of
affairs of this nature, we who profess to proceed with regard
not to the economy so much as to the rigour of this prose-
cution (and we are justified by our country in so doing), upon
a collation and a comparison of the public expenses with
those which the defendant is supposed to have incurred, are
much surprised to hear it ; we suppose that his solicitors can
give a good account to him of those expenses, that the thing is
true, and that he has actually through them incurred this ex-
pense.  We have nothing to do with this : but we shall re-
move any degree of uneasiness from your lordship’s minds
and from our own, when we show you, in the cfxarge which
we shall bring before you this day, that one bribe only



WARREN HASTINGS ; 6TH DAY, I9TH FEBY., 1788 291’
received by- Mr. Hastings, the smallest of his bribes, or nearly
the smallest, the bribe received “from Raja Nob Kisson, is
“alone more than equal to " have paid all the charges Mr.
Hastings is stated to have incurred : ‘and if this be the case
your lordships will not be made -very uneasy in a case of' ’
bribery by finding that you press upon the sources of the
peculation.

It has also been said, that we weary out the public patience
in this cause. The House of ‘Commons do not call upon:

-your lordships to do anything of which they do not set the
example. They have very laftely sat in" the Colchester com-

- mittee as many, within one or two, days successively. as have
been spent in this trial mterruptedly in the course of two years.
Every cause deserves that it should be tried Jaccording to its
nature and circumstances ; and in the case of the Colchester
committee, inthe trial of paltry briberies of odd pound’s,
shillings, and pence, in the corruption of a returning officer,
who is but a miller, they spent nearly the same number of
days that we have been inquiring into the ruin of kingdoms
by the peculation and bribery of the chief governor of the .
provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. Therefore, God forbid

" that we should faint at thrice thirty days, if the proceedings
should be drawn into such a length, when for a small crime

as much time has been spent as has yet been spent in this
great cause.

“Panegyrics on Mr. Hastings’s . Character.

Having now cleared\ the way with regard to the local and
temporary circumstances of this case ; having shown your
lordships thattoo much time has not been spent in it ; having
no reason.to think, from the time which has hitherto beén
spent, that time will be unnecessarily spent in future, I.trust
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your lordships will think that time ought neither to be spared
nor squandered in this business ; we will therefore proceed
article by article, as far as the discretion of the House of Com-
mons shall think fit for the justice of the case to limit the in-
quiry, orto extend it. We are now going to bring before
your lordships the sixth article. Itis an article of charge of
bribery and corruption against Mr. Hastings ; but yet we must
confess that we feel some little difficulty iz Zimine. We here
appear in the name and character ot only of representatives
of the Commons of Great Britain, but representatives of the
inhabitantsiof Bengal : and yet we have had lately come into
our hands such ample certificates, such full testimonials, from
every person in whose cause we complain, that we shall appear
to be in the strangest situation in the world,—the situation of
persons complaining, who are disavowed by the persons in
whose name and character they complain. This would have
been a very great difficulty in the beginning, especially as it
is come before us in a flood-tide of panegyric. No encomium
can be more exalted, or more beautifully expressed. No
language can more strongly paint the perfect satisfaction,
the entire acquiescence of all the nations of Bengal, and their
wonderful admiration of the character of the person whom
we have brought as a criminal to your bar upon their part. I
do admit that it is a very awkward circumstance ; but yet, at the
same time, the same candour which has induced the House
of Commons to bring before you the bosom friends and
confidants of Mr. Hastings as their evidence, will not suffer
them to suppress or withhold for a moment from your lord-
ships this universal voice of Bengal, as an attestation in Mr.
Hastings’s favour, and we shall produce it as a part of our
evidence. Oh! my lords, consider the situation of a people
who are forced to mix their praises with their groans, who
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are forced to sign.with hands which have been in torture, and
whith the thumb-screws but just taken from them; an attes-
tation in favour of the person from whom all their sufferings,
- have been derived. 'When we prove to you ‘the things that
we shall prove, this will, I hope, give your lordships a full,
concluswe, and satisfactory proof of the misery to which these
people have been reduced. You will see before you, what
is so well expressed by one of our poets as the homage of
of tyrants, “that homage with the mouth, which the heart
would fain deny, but dares not.” Mr. Hastings has received
! that homage, and that homage we mean to present to your
lordships ; we mean to present it, because it will show your
lordships clearly, that after Mr. Hastings *has ransacked
Bengal from one end to the other, and has used all the power
which he derlves from having every friend and every depen-
dant of his in every office from one end of that ‘government
Jto the other, he has not, in "all those panegyrics, those fine
high-flown eastern encomiums, got One word of refutation
or one word of evidence against any charge whatever which
" we produce against bim. Every one knows that in the course
of criminal trials, when no evidence of alidi can be.brought,
when all the arts of the OIld Bailey are exhausted, the last
thing produced is evidence to character. His cause therefore
is gone, when having ransacked Bengal he has nothing to
say for his conduct,-and at length appeals to his character. In l
those little papers which are glven us of our proceedings in our
criminal courts, it is always an omen, of what is to follow-’
after the evidence of a murder, a forgery,. or robbery, it ends
in his character.—He has. an admirable character—I haved
known him from a boy ; he is: wonderfully good ; he, is the
best of men ; I would trust him with untold gold, and 1m-
mediately follows, guilty, ‘death. This is the way in Whick’ .

LY
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in our courts character is generally followed by sentence.
The practice is not modern. Undoubtedly Mr. Hastings
has the example of criminals of high antiquity ; for Caius
Verres, Antonius, and every other man who has been famous
for the pillage and destruction of provinces, never failed to
bring before their judges the attestations of the injured to their
character. Voltaire says, “Les bons mots sont toujours redits.”’
A similar occasion has here produced a similar conduct.
He has got just the same character as Caius Verres got in
another cause; and the Jawdationes, which your lordships
know always followed, to save trouble, we mean our-
selves to give your lordships; we mean to give them with this
strong presumption of guilt, that in all this panegyric there is
not one word of defence to a single article of c! irge ; they
are mere lip-honours; but we think we derive from those
panegyrics, which Mr. Hastings has had sent over as evidence
to supply the total want of it, an indication of the impossibility
of attaining it. Mr, Hastings has brought them here, and I
must say we are under some difficulty about them, and the
difficulty is this—we think we can produce before your lord-
ships proofs of barbarity and peculation by Mr. Hastings : we
have the proofs of them in specific provinces, where those
proofs may be met by contrary proofs, or may lose their weight
from a variety of circumstances. We thought we had got the
matter sure, that everything was settled, that he could not
escape us after he had himself confessed the bribes he had
taken from the specific provinces. But in what condition are
we now ? We have from those specific provinces the strong-
est attestations that there is not any credit to be paid to his
own acknowledgments. In short, we have the complaints,
concerning these crimes of Mr. Hastings, of the injured per-
sons themselves; we have his own confessions: we shall
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“wproduce both to your lordships. But these persons now declare,
~that not only their own complaints are totally unfounded, but
~that Mr. Hastings’s -confessions are not true, and not to be
~credited. These are circumstances which your lordships will con-
-sider in the view you take of this wonderful body of attestation.

It is a pleasant thing to see in these addresses the different
- character and'modes of éloquence of different countries. In
- those that will be brought before your lordships, you will see
- the beauty of chaste European panegyric improved by degrees
- into high, oriental, exaggerated and inflated metaphor. You
will see how the ]anguage is first’ written in Enghsh then
‘granslated into Persian, and then retranslated into English.
There may be something amusing to your lordships in this,
- and the beauty of these styles may, in this heavy fnvestiga.tion,
“tend to give a little gaiety and pleasure. We shall bring be-
- fore you the European and Asiatic incense. You will have
- the perfume shops of the two countries. ‘

. One of the accusations which we mean to bring against
“Mr. Hastings is upon the part of the zemindar Rada 'Nauy,
- of the country of Dinajpur. Now hear what the zemindar

says himself—“As it has been learned by ‘me; the ‘mutsuddis,

-and the respectable officérs of my zemindari, that the ministers

. of England are displeased with the late Governor, Warren

Hastings, Esq., upen the suspicion that he oppressed us, took

+money from us by deceit and force, and rumed the country ;

‘Therefore we, upon the strength’of ‘our religion, which twe

~think it incumbent on and necessary for us to abide by,

: following the rules lald down in giving evidence, ideclare the

- particulars of the acts and deeds’ of" Warren Hastmgs, Esq.,

+full of circumspectioni 4nd caution) civility and _justice,
-superior to the conduct. of the most learned : and by re-
;gpr’e’sent"ing what is fact wipe away the doubts that 'h_avé(g

. - - PR K - .t
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possessed the minds of the ministers of England : that
Mr. Hastings is possessed of fidelity and confidence, and
yielding protection to us ; that he is clear of the contamina-
tion of mistrust and wrong, and his mind is free of
covetousness or avarice. During the time of his administra-
tion no one saw other conduct than that of protection to
the husbandman and justice. No inhabitant ever experienced
afflictions; no one ever felt oppression from him; our
reputations shave always been guarded from attacks by
his prudence, and our families have always been protected
by his justice. He never omitted the smallest instance
of kindness towards us, but healed the wounds of despair
with the salve of consolation by means of his benevolent
and kind behaviour, never permitting one of us to sink
in the pit of despondence ; he supported every one by his
goodness, overset the designs of evil-minded men by his
authority, tied the hand of oppression with the strong ban-
dage of justice, and by these means expanded the pleasing.
appearance of happiness and joy over us. He re-established
justice, and impartiality. We were during his government
in the enjoyment of perfect happiness and ease, and many
of us are thankful and satisfied. As Mr. Hastings was well
acquainted with our manners and customs, he was always
desirous, in every respect, of doing whatever would preserve
our religious rites, and guard them against every kind of
accident and injury, and at all times protected us. Whatever we
have experienced from him, and whatever happened from him.
we have written without deceit or exaggeration.”

My lords, here is a panegyric ; and, directly contrary to.
the usual mode of other accusers, we begin by producing the.
panegyrics made upon the person whom we accuse. We.
shall produce along with the charge, and give as evidence,
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the panegyric and certificate of the persons whom we suppose
10 have suffered these wrongs. We suffer ourselves even to-
_abandon, what might be our last resource. his own confession,
by showing that one of the princes, from whom he confesses-
that he took bribes, has given a certificate of the direct contrary.
~ All these things will have their weight 'upon your lordships’
minds : and when we have put ourselves under this disadvantage
(what disadvantage it is, your lordships will judge), atleast we:
shall stand acquitted of unfairness in charging him with crimes -
directly contrary to the pariegyrics in this paper contained.
Indeed, I will say this for him, that general charge and loose
accusation may be answered by loose and general panegyric,
and that, if ours were of that nature, this .paxtegyric would b‘e'
sufficient to overset our accusation. But we come before your -
lordships. in a, different manner, and upon different grounds. .
I am ordered by the Commons of Great Britain to support the
chdrge that they have made, and persevere in making! against:
Warren Hastmgs, Esq, late Governor-General of Bengal, and
now a culprit at your bar: first, for having taken corruptly
several bribes, and extorted by force, or under \the power and~
colour of his office, several 1sums of money from the unhappy
natives of Bengal )
The next article which we shall bring before you . is,.
that he is not only personally corrupted, but that he has-
- personally .corrupted all the other servants of the Company ;
those under him, - whose cortuptions he ought to have con-
trolled and those above him, whose business it was to-
control his corruptions.

Bribery and Corruption.

We purpose to make good to your lordships the first of
these by submitting to you, that part of those sums which are-

{
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specified in the charge, were taken by him with his own hand
and in his own person ; but that much the greater part have
been taken from the natives by the instrumentality of his
black agents, banyans, and other dependants ; whose confi-
dental connexion with him, and whose agency, on his part, in
corrupt {ransactions, if his counsel should be bold enough :o
challenge us to the proof, we shall fully prove before you.

The vext part and the second branch of his corruption,
namely, what is commonly called his active corruption, distin-
guishing the personal under the name of passive, will appear
from his having given, under c_olo;n of contracts, number of
corrupt and lucrative advantages, from a number of unautho-
rized and unregsonable grants, pensions, and allowances, by
which he corrupted actively the whole service of the Company.
And, lastly, we shall show, that by establishing a universal
connivance from one end of the service to the other, he has
not only corrupted and contaminated it in all its parts, but
bound it in a common league of iniquity to support mutually
each other against the inquiry that should detect, and justice
that should punish, their offences. These two charges,
namely, of his active and passive corruption, we shall bring
one after the other, as strongly and clearly illustrating and as
powerfully confirming each other.

The first which we shall bring before you is his own passive
corruption, so we commonly call it. Bribes are so little
known in this country, that we can hardly get clear and
specific technical names to distinguish them ; but, in future,
I am afraid the conduct of Mr. Hastings will improve our law
vocabulary. The first, then, of these offences with which Mr.
Hastings stands charged here is receiving bribes himself or
through his banyans ; every one of these are overt acts of the
general charge of bribery, and they are every one of them,
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ﬂseparately taken, substantive crimes. But whatever the criminal
nature of these acts was—and the nature was very criminal,,
and the consequences to' the country very dreadful—yet we
mean to prove to ybur lordships that they were not single acts,
that they were not acts committed as opportunity offered, or
as necessity tempted, or urged upon the occasion, .but that .

_ they are parts of a general systematic plan of corruption, for
advancing. his fortune at the expense of his integrity ; that he
has, for that purpose, not only taken the opportunity of his
own power, but made whole establishments, altered and
perverted others, and created complete revolutions in the -
<ountry's government, for the purpose of makmg the power

' which ’ought to be subservient to legal government subservient
to corruption ; that, when he could no longer cover these
fraudulent proceedings by artifice, he endeavoured to justify
them by principle. These artifices we mean to detect; these

" principles we mean to attack, and, with your lordships’ aid, to
demolish, destroy, and subvert for ever.

- My lords, I must say that in this business, which is a matter

.of collusion, concealment, and deceit, your lordships will
perhaps not feel the same degree of interest as in the
others. Hitherto you have had before you crimes of
dignity. You have had before you the ruin and expulsion
of great and 111ustnous families ; the breach of solemn publlc
treaties ; the merciless pillage and total subversion of ' the
first houses in Asia : but the crimes which are the most strik-
ing to the imagination are not always .the most pernicious in
their effects: in these high, eminent acts of domineering
tyranny, their very magnitude proves a sort of corrective to
their virulence. The occasions on which they can be exercis-
ed are rare ; the persons upon whom they can be exercised,
few; the persons, who can exercise them, in the nature
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of things, are not many. These high, tragic acts of superior,
overbearing tyranny are privileged crimes; they are the
unhappy, dreadful prerogative, they are the distinguished and
incommunicable attributes, of superior wickedness in eminent
station.

But, my lords, when the vices of low, sordid, and illiberal
minds infect that high situation;—when theft, bribery, and
peculation, attended with fraud, prevarication, falsehood,
misrepresentation, and forgery ;—when all these follow in one
train : when these vices, which gender and spawn in dirt, and
are nursed in dunghills, come and pollute with their slime
that throne which ought to be a seat of diginity and purity,
the evil is much-greater. It may operate daily and hourly;
it is not only imitable but improvable, and it will be imitated
and will be improved, from the highest to the lowest, through
all the gradations of a corrupt government. They are reptile
vices. There are situations in which the acts of the individual
are of some moment, the example comparatively of little
importance. In the other, the mischief of the example is
infinite.

My lords, when once a Governor-General receives bribes,.
he gives a signal to universal pillage to all the inferior parts
of the service. The bridles upon hardmouthed passion are
removed, they are taken, they are broken ; fear and shame,
the great guards to virtue next to conscience, are gone;—
shame ! how can it exist ?—it will soon blush away its awkward
sensibility ; shame, my lords, cannot exist long when itis
seen that crimes which naturally bring disgrace are attended
with all the outward symbols, characteristics, and rewards
of honour and of virtue ;—when it is seen that high station,
great rank, general applause, vast wealth, follow the commis-
sion of peculation and briberv: is it to be believed that men
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«<an long be ashamed of that which they see to. be the road

to honour? Asto fear, let a Governor-General once take
bribes, there is an end of all fear in the service. What have
they to fear ?- Is it the man whose example they follow that -
is to bring them before a tribunal for their punishment?—
Can he open any inquiry ? he cannot; he that opens a chan-
nel of inquiry under these circumstances opens a high road
to his own detection. Can he make any laws to prevent it ?
'hone; for he can make *no laws to restrain that practice
without the breach of his own laws. immediately in his own
conduct. If we once can admit, for a single instant, in a
Govemor-General a principle however dgfended, upon’any

pretence whatever, to receive bribes in consequence of his

office, there is an end of all virtue, an end of the laws, and
no hope left in the supreme justice of the country. We are
sensible of all* these difficulties ; we hdve felt. them, and
_perhaps it has' required no small degree of exertion for us
to get the better of these difficulties, which are thrown' in
our way by a Governor-Gernegal accepting bribes, and thereby
screening and protecting the whole service in such mlqmtous
proceedmgs

With regard to this matter, we are to state to your lord-
ships, in order to bring it fully and distinctly before you what
the natdre of this distemper of bribery is in the Indian govern-
ment. We are to state what the laws and rules are which have
been opposed to prevent it, and the utter insufficiency of all
that have been proposed : to state the grievance, the instructions
of the Company and government, the Acts of Parliament, the
constructions upon the Acts of Parliament. We are to state
to your lordships the particular situation jof Mr. Hastings.

.We are to state the trust the Company had in him for the

prevention of all those evils; and then we are to prove that
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every evil, that all those grievances, which the law intended:
to prevent, which there were covenants to restrain, and with
respect to which there were encouragements to smooth and
make easy the path of duty, Mr. Hastings was invested with
a special, direct, and immediate trust to prevent.—We are to
prove to your lordships, that he is the man who, in his own
person collectively, has done more mischief than all those
persons whose evil practices have produced all those laws,
those regulations, and even his own appointment.

The first thing that we shall do is to state, and which we
shall prove in evidence, that this vice of bribery was the ancient,
radical, endemical, and ruinous distcmper of the Company’s
affairs in India, from the time of their first establishment there.
Very often there are no words, nor any description, which can
adequately convey the state of a thing like the direct evidence
of the thing itself, because the former might be suspected of
exaggeration. You might think that, which was really fact,
to be nothing but the colouring of the person that explained
it; and therefore I think that it will be much better to give to
your lordships here a direct state of the presidency at the time
when the Company enacted those covenants which Mr. Hastings
entered into, and when they took those measures to prevent
the very evils from persons placed in those very stations and
in those very circumstances in which we charge Mr. Hastings
with having committed the offences we now bring before you.

I wish your lordships to know that we are going to reada
consultation of Lord Clive’s, who was sent out for the express
purpose of reforming the state of the Company, in order to
show the magnitude of the pecuniary corruptions that prevailed
in it.

“It is from a due sense of the regard we owe and pro-
fess 10 your interests and to our own honour, that we think it
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mdlspensably necessary to lay open to your view a series of
transactions too notoriously known to be suppressed, and too-
affecting to your interest, to the national character, and to the
existence of the Company in Bengal, to escape unnoticed and:
uncensured,—transactions which seem to demonstrate that
every spring of this government was smeared with corruption, -
that principles of rapacity and oppression universally pre--
vailed, and that every spark of sentiment and public spirit-
was lost and extmgulshed in the unbounded lust of unmented
wealth.

«To illustrate these positions, we must eX.thlt to your-
view a most unpleasing variety of complaints, inquiries, accu-
sations, and vindications, the particulars of which are entered
in our proceedings and the appendix ; assuring you that we -
undertake this task with peculiar reluctance, from the personal
regard we entertain for some of the gentlemen’ whose
characters will appear to be deeply affected.

“At Fort St. George we received the first advices of the
demise of Mir Jaffier, and of Shuja Dowla’s defeat. It was
there firmly imagined that no definitive measures would be-
taken, either in respect to a peace, or filling the vacancy in.
the nizamut, before our arrival ; as the Lapwmg arrived in the
month of January with your general letter, and the appoint-

“ment of a committee with express powers to that purpose ; for

the sucessful exertion of which the happiest occasion now
offered. However, a contrary resolution prevailed in the
Council. The opportunity of acquiring immense fortunes was
too inviting to be neglected, and the temptation too powerful
to be resisted. A treaty was hastily drawn up by the board,. .
or rather transcribed, with few unimportant additions, from
that concluded with Mir Jaffier; and a deputation, consisting
of (Messrs. Jhonstone senior, Middleton, and Leycester,

[ )
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appointed to raise the natural son of the deceased Nabob to
the subahdarry, in prejudice of the claim of the grandson : and
for this measure such reasons are assigned as ought to have
dictated a diametrically opposite resolution. Miran’s son
was a minor, which circumstance alone would have naturally
brought the whole administration into our hands, .at a juncture
when it became indispensably necessary we should realize
that shadow of power and influence, which, having no solid
foundation, was exposed to the danger of being annihilated by
the first stroke of adverse fortune. . .t this inconsistence was
not regarded ; nor was it material to the views for precipitating
i the treaty, which°was pressed on the young Nabob at the first
interview in so earnest and indelicate a manner as highly
disgusted him and chagrined his ministers ; while not a single
rupee was stipulated for the Company, whose interests were
sacrificed, that their servants might revel in the spoils of a
treasury before impoverished, but now totally exhausted.
“This scene of corruption was first disclosed, at a visit the
Nabob was paid, to Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the
committee a few days after our arrival. He there delivered
to his lordship a letter filled with bitter complaints of the
insults and indignities he had been exposed to and the
embezzlement of near twenty lacs of rupees, issued from his
treasury for purposes unknown during the late negotiations.
So public a complaint could not be disregarded, and it soon
produced an inquiry. We referred the latter to the board, in
expectation of obtaining a satisfactory account of the appli-
cation of this money, and were answered only by a warm
remonsirance, entered by Mr. Leycester against that very
Nabob in whose elevation he boasts of having been a prin-
. cipal agent.
«Mahamed Reza Khan. the naih snhah. wae then ealled
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upon to account for this large disbursement from the
reasury; and he soon delivered to the committee the very
extraordinary narrative entered in our proccedings, the 6th
of June, wherein he specifies the several names and sums,
by whom paid, and to whom, whether in cash, bills, or obliga-
tions. ‘So precise, so accurate an account asthis of money'
for secret and venal services was never, we believe, before
this period exhibited to the honourable court of directors, at
least never vouched by sugh’ undeniable testimony and au-
thentic documents : by Juggut Seet, who himself was obliged
to contribute largely to the sums demanded ; by Muli Ram,
who was employed by Mr. Johnstone in all those pecuniary
transactions; by the Nabob and Mahomed Reza Khan, who
were the heaviest sufferers; and, lastly, by .the confession of
the gentlemen themselves whose ria_mes are specified in the
distribution list.

“]uggut Seet expressly declared in his narrative, that the
sum which he agreed to pay the deputation, amounting to
125,000 rupees, was extorted by menaces; and since the close
of our inquiry, and the opinions we delivered in the proceed-
ings of the z1st June, it fully appears, that the presents from
the Nabob and Mahomed Réza Khan, exceeding the immense
sum of sevemteen lacs, were not the voluntary "offerings of
gratltude, but contributions levied on the weakness of the’
government, and violently exacted from the dependent state
and timid disposition of the minister. The charge indeed
is denied on the one hand, as well as affirmed on the other.
“Yoour- honourable board" must therefore determine how far
the circumstance of extortion may -aggravate the crime of
disobedience to your positive orders ;—~the exposing 'the
government in 2 manner to sale, ‘and receiving the infamous
wages of corruption from opposite parties and contending

20 :
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interests. We speak with boldness, because we speak from
conviction, founded upon indubitable facts, that besides the
above sums specified in the distribution account, to the
amount ot £228,125 sterling, there was likewise to the value
of several lacs of rupees procured from Nund Comar and
Roy Dullub, each of whom aspired at and obtained a promise
of that very employment it was predetermined to bestow on
Mahomed Reza Khan.”

(Signed at the end) ‘Clive.—Wm B. Sumner. -John
Carnac. —H. Verelst.—Fras Sykes’

This paper cannot be denied to be a paper of weight and
anthenticity, because it is signed by a gentleman now in this
house, who sits on.one side of the gentleman at your bar,
as his bail. This grievance, therefore so authenticated, so
great, and described in so many circumstances, 1 think it
might be sufficient for me, in this part of the business, to
show was, when Mr. Hastings was sent to India, a prevalent
evil.

But my lords, it is necessary that I should show to you
something more, because, primd fronte, this is some excul-
pation of Mr. Hastings: for, if he was only a partaker in a
general misconduct, it was rather vitium lociet vicum temporis
than vi/ium hominis. This might be said in his exculpation.
But I am uext to show your lordships the means which the
Company took for removing this grievance; and that Mr.
Hastings’s peculiar trust~—the great specific ground of his ap-
pointment—was a confidence that he would eradicate this very
evil, of which we are going to prove that he has been one of
the principal promoters. I wish your lordships to advert
to one particular circumstance, namely, that the two per-
sons who were bidders at this time, and at this auction of
government, for the favour and countenance of the presidency



L]
. .
WARREN HASTINGS ; OTH DAY, 1QTH FEBY., 1788 307

at  Calcutta, were Mahomed Reza Khan and Raja Nund
Comar. I wish your lordships to 'recollect this, by and by,
‘when we shall bring befote you the very same two persons,
who in the same sort of tranéa'ction and in circumstancés
exactly similar, or very nearly so, were candldétes for the
favour of Mr. Hastings.

My lords, our next step will be to show you, that the Com-
pany, in 1768, had made a covenant, expressly forbidding the
taking of presents of above *£400 value, in each presexit, by
the Governor-General. T take it for granted this will' not be
much litigated ; they renewed and enforced that with other
covenants and other instructions ; and at Iast came an Act of
‘Parliament, in the clearest, the most deﬁmte the most spec1ﬁc
words that all the wisdom of the legislature;  intént upon the
eradication of thls evil, could use, to prevent the reCelvmg of
presents

" "My lords, I think it is necessary to state, that there has
been some little difficulty concerning this word presents.
Bribery and extortion have been covered by the name of pre-.
sents, and the authority and practice of the East has been ad-
duced as a palliation of the crime. My lords, no authority
of the East will be a palliation of the breach of laws enacted
inthe West: and to those laws of the West, and not the
vicious customs of the East, we insist upon making Mr. Has-
tings liable. But do not your lordshids see that is an entire
mistake,—that there never was any custom of the East for it?
1 do not mean vicious practices and customs, which it is the
business of good laws and good customs to eradicate. There
are three species of presents known in the East : two of them,
paymeénts of mony, known to be'legal ; and the other perfectly
‘fllegal, and which has a name éxactly expressing it i the man-
ner our language does. It is necessary that your "lordships
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should see that Mr. Hastings has made use of a perversion
of the names of authorized gilts, to cover the most abominable
and prostituted bribery. The first of these presents is known
in the country by the name of peshkash : this peshkash is 2
fine paid, upon the grant of lands, to the sovereign, or who-
ever grants them. The second is the nazar, or nazarana,
which is a tribute of acknowledgment from an inferior to a
superior. The last is called reshwat in the Persian language,
that is to say, a bribe, or sum of money cladestinely and
corruptly taken ; and is as much distinguished from the others
as, in the Fnglish language, a fine or acknowledgment is
distinguished from a bribe. To show your lordships this, we
shall give in evidence that whenever a peshkash or fine is paid,
it is a sum of money publicly paid, and paid in proportion to
the grant; and that the sum is entered upon the very grant
itself. We shall prove the nazar is, in the same manner,
eotered, and that all legal fees are endorsed upon the body
of the grant, for which they are taken : and that they are no
more in the Fast than in the West any kind of colour or
pretence for corrupt acts, which are known by the circumstance
of their being clandestinely taken, and which are acknowledged
and confessed to be illegal and corrupt. Having stated that
Mr. Hastings, in some of the evidence that we shall produce,
endeavours to confound these three things, ! am only to
remark, that the nazar is generally a very small sum of money;
that it sometimes amounts to one gold mohar ; that sometimes
it is less, and that, in all the records of the Company, 1 have
never known it exceed one gold mohar, or about thirty-five
shillings : passing by the fifty gold mohars which were given
to Mr. Hastings by Chait Singh, and a hundred gold mohars

which were given to thg Mogul, as a nazar, by Ma‘homed Ali,
Nahnh af Arcnt



!

WARREN HASTINGS ; O6TH, DAY, IQTH FEBY., 1788 309

The Company, seeing that this nazar, though small

in each sum, :might amount at last to a large tax upon
the country (and it. did so in fact), thought proper to

prohibit any sum of money to be taken upon any pretext '
whatever ; and the Company, in the year 1775, did expressly
explode the whole doctrine of peshkash, nazar, and every
other private lucrative emolument, under whatever name, to

-be taken'by the Governor-General : and did expressly send

out an order, that Zzkaf was the construction of the act, and
that he was not even to take 2 nazar. Thus we shall show,
that that act had totally cut up the whole system of bribery
and corruption ; and that Mr. Hastings had no sort of colour
whatever for taking the money Whlch we shall’ prove he has
taken.

I know that positive prohlbmons, that acts of Parliament,
that'covenants, are things of very little validity indeed, as long
as all the means of corruption are left in power, and all the
“té}npta'.tions to corrupt profit are left in poverty. I should
really think that the Company deserved to be ill served, if they
‘had not anne'ied such appomtments to great trusts as might
secure the persons entrusted from the temptations of unlawful

'emolument, and, what in all cases is the greatest security,

gwen a lawful gratlﬁcatlon to the natural passions of men.
Matrimony is to be ‘used as a true remedy against a vicious
course of profligate manners: fair and lawful emoluments,

‘and the just gprbﬁfs of office, are opposed to the unlawful

means which might be made use of to supply them ;. for, in

‘truth, I am ready to agree that for any man to expect a series

of sacrifices” without a return in blessings, to expect labour
without a prospect of reward, and fatigue without any means
-of securing rest, is an unreasonable demand in any human
creatute from another, Those who trust that they shall find
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in men uncommon and Theroic virtues are themsclves
endeavouring to have nothing paid them but the common
returns of the worst parts of human infirmity.—And, therefore,
I shall show your lordships, that the Company did provide
large, ample, abundant means for supporting the Governor-
General ;—that Lord Clive, in the year 1765, and the council
with him, of which Mr. Sumner, I am glad and proud to say,
was one, did fix such an allowance as they thought a sufficient
security to the Governor-General against the temptations
attendant upon his situation ; and, therefore, after they had
fixed this sum, they say,—*that although by this means the
governor will not be able to amass a million or half a million
in the space *of two or three years, yet he will acquire a very
handsome indepe'ndency, and be in that very situation which
a man of honour and true zeal for the service would
wish to possess. Thus situated, he may defy all opposi-
tion in Council ; he will have nothing to ask; nothing to
propose but what he wishes for the advantage of his
employers : he may defy the law, because there can be no
foundation for a bill of * discovery ; and he may defy the ob-
loquy of the world, because there can be nothing censurable
in his conduct. In short, if stability can be insured to such
a government as this, where riches have been acquired in
abundance in a small space of time, by all ways and means,
and by men with or without capacities, it must be effected by
a governor thus restricted.”—That is, a governor restricted:
from every emolument but that of his salary. 1 must remark,
that this salary and these emoluments were not settled upon
the vague speculations of men taking the measure of their
necessities for India from the manners of England; but it
was fixed by the council themselves ; fixed in India; fixed by
those who knew and were in the situation of the Governor-
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General and who knew what was necessary t0 supportt his dig-
nity, and to preserve him from the temptation of corruption :
and they have §laid 1open to you such a body of advantage
arising from it as would lead any man who had a regard to his
honour or conscience to think himself happy in having such
a provision made for him, and, at the same time, every tempf-—
ation to act cbrruptly removed far from him-—"" -

The emoluments of the—" "”_’;E,u- réduced from.

-the original.»l~ st Clive had proposed, may be-

-‘”/ werc=TIEAT £ 3o,oooayear, when Mr. Hastings was .
premdent ;—A 22,000 in certain money, and the rest in other a
advantages. Whatever it was, I have shown that it was.
tHought sufficient by those who were the best judges, and who,
in carving for others, were craving for themselves their own'
allowance 4t the time. But, my lords, I am ‘to give a better -
opinion of the sufficiency of that provision to'guard against the'
temptation, out of Mr. Hastings’s' own mouth. He says, in-
his letter to the court of directors, “Although I disclaim the
consideration -of my own interest in thése speculations*,
% % # % % % % % T have catched the desire of applause
in public life.”

Here Mr. Hastings confesses that' the emoluments affixed’
to office were not only sufficient for the purposes and ends:
which the nature of his office demanded, and the suppoit of
present: dignity, but thatthey were sufficient to-secure him in’
a very few years a comfortable retreat; -but his object’ in'
wishing to hold his office’ long was # catch applause in *-*7
Zife. What an unfortunate man is he’ who has 'so ofter

. us, in’ so many places and through so many mouths
aftersfourteen years™ possession of an officé. which v

T

*. Document not:found:
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make bim a comfortable fortune in a few years, he is at length
bankrupt in fortune. and, for his applause in public life, is
now at your lordships’ bar, and his accuser is his country.
This, my lords, is to be unfortunate; but there are =ome
misfortunes that never do or ever can arrive but through
crimes. He was a deserter from the peth of honour : at the
turning of the two ways he made a glorious choice ; he caught
at the applause of ambition—-which though T am ready to
consent is not virtue, yet surely a generous ambition for ap-
plause for public services in life is dne of the best counterfeits
of virtue, and supplies its place in some degree; and it adds
a lustre to real virfue where it exists as the substratam of .
Huoman nature, while it is made as it is, never can wholly
repudiate it for its imperfection, because there is something
yet more perfect. But what shall we say to the deserter
of that cause, who, having glory and honour before him, has
chosen to plunge himself into the downward road to sordid
riches ?

My lords, I have shown the grievances that existed. [
have shown the means that existed to put Mr. Hastings
beyond a temptation to those practices of which we accuse
him, even in his own opinion, if he will not follow his exam-
ple in the House of Commons, and disavow this letter, as he
has doue in his defence before them, and say he never wrote
it. That situation, which was to afford him a comfortable
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1765. You may suppose that the means that were taken—the
regulations that were made by the Company at that period of
time, had operated their effect ; and that by the beginning of
the year 1772, when Mr. Hastings came first to his govern-
ment, these evils did not then require, perhaps, so vigorous an
-example or so much diligence in putting an end to the them :
‘but, my lords, I have to show you a very melancholy truth,
that, notwithstanding all these means, the Company was
-of opinion that all these disorders had increased ; and, accord-
“ingly, they say, “Without entering into all the grievous cir-
-cumstances of this letter’” [ which was written on the toth of-
April 1773 J,—“we wish we could refute the observation, that
-almost every attempt made by us and our administration at your
:presidency for reforming abuses has rather increased them,
-and added to the miserv of a country we are so. anxious te
pprotect and cherish.” They say, that “when oppression per-
‘vades the whole country, when youths have been suffered with
-impunity to excercise sovereign jurisdiction over the natives,
:and” to acquire rapid fortunes by monopolizing of com-
merce, it ca’,_n" not be a wonder to us or }fourselves that Dadney
merchants do not come forward to contract with the Company,
that the manufactures find their way through foreign channels,
or that our investments are at once enormously dear and of a
-debased quality. It is evident then that the evils which have
been so destructive to us lie too deep for any partial plans to
reach or correct ; it is therefore our resolution to aim at the
root of those evils, and we are happy in having reason to be-
‘lieve, that in every just and necesary regulation we shall meet
with the approbation and support of the legislature, who con-
-sider the public as materially interested in the Company’s
prosperity.”

This is to show your lordships - that Mr. Hastings was
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armed with great powers to correct great abuses, and thst
there was reposed in him 2 special trust for that purpose. And
now I shall show by the twenty-fifth paragraph of the same
letter that they entrusted Mr., Hastings with this very great
power from some particular hope they had, not only of his
abstaining himself, which is a thing taken for granted, but of
his restraining abuses through every part of the service;
and therefore they say, “that in order to effectuate this great
end. the first step must be to restore perfect obdience and due
subordination to your adminstration. Qur governor and
council must reassume and exercise their delegated powers
upon every just occasion ; punish delinquents, chezish the
meritorious, disco'untg:nance that luxury and dissipation which,
to the reproach of government, prevailed in Bengal. Our
president, Mr. Hastings, we trust, will set the example of
temperance, economy, and application ; and upon this we are
sensible much will depend. And here we take occasion to
indulge the pleasure we have in acknowledging Mr. Hastings's
services upon the coast of Coromandel, in constructing with
equal labour and ability the plan which has so much improved
our investments there; and as we are persuaded he will
persevere in the same laudable pursuit through every branch
of our affairs in Bengal, he, in return, may depend on the
steady support and favour of his employers.’” Here are not
only laws to restrain abuse; here are not only salaries to
prevent the temptation to it ; but here are praises to animate
and encourage him ; here is what very few men, even bad in
other respects, have resisted ; here is a great trust put in him
to call upon him with particular vigour and exertion to prevent
all abuses through the settlement, and particularly these
abuses of corruption. Much trust is put in his frugality, his
order, his management of his private affairs : and from thence



WAKREN HASTINGS ; GTH DAY, IQTH FEBY., 1788 315

they hope that he would not ruin his own, fortune; but
Fimprove it by honourable means ; and teach the Company’s
b servants the same order.and management, in order to free them
from temyptation to rapacity in their own particular situations.
There have been known to be men, otherwise corrupt and
vicious, who;. when ,great trust; was put in them, have called
forth prin(iiples of h_g_nbur latent in. their minds 3 and men who
were nursed in a manner.in corruption have been ‘not only’
great reformers by institution, but. greater reformers by the
example of their own contluct. Then I am to show, that soon
after. his coming to that government.there were means given
him instantly of. realizing those hopes and expectations; by
putting into his han4s~ several arﬁuous-aznd's'everal - difficult
commissions. (. . C S '
i

. Ty . . t
' 'Il_faZzomed Reza Khan. N

e . :

My lords, in the year 1772.the, Company had .received
alarming. advices of many disorders throughout the qéuptry z
there were likewise., a{t_ the same time circumstanses in. the
state of the govp‘n}t'r}gpt,;uppn which they thought it necessary
to make new regulations, - The famine. which prevailed.in and
devastated Bengal, and the ill uge that was made. of- that
calamity, to aggravate, the, distress for the advantage., of. indivi--
duals, .produced..a. grea many éomplajnts : some,true, some
exaggerated ; but universally, spread, as. Ibelieve. is in.the
memory of those whpl' are, not, very young. among: us...This
obliged. the. Company, to, a very. serious consideration.of an
affair which dishonoured.and disgraced their. government; not
only at home, but through all the countries in Europe, .much
more than perhaps. even: more grievons and real; oppressions
that. were exercised. under them. It; had alarmed. their

.
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feelings ; it had been marked, and bad called the attenuon ot
the public upon them in an eminent manner. i

Your lordships remember the death of juafiir Ali Khan,
the first of those soubahs who introduced the English power
into Bengal. e died about four or five yecars before this
pusiod ; he was succeeded by two of his sons, who succeeded
to one another in a very rapid succession. The fiyst was the
person of whom we have read an account to you. He was
the natural son of tht Nabob by a person called Muni Begum., .
who, for the corrupt gifts, the cifcumstances of which we
have recited, had, in prejudice of the lawful issue of the’
Nabob, been raised to the musnud ; but as bastard slips, it is
said in King Richard (an ab?se of a scripture phrase), do not
take deep root, this bastard slip, Nudjheem-ud-Daula, shortly
died, and the lcgitimate son, Syel O’ Dowla, succeeded

im. After him another legitimate son, Mubarick-ud-Daula,
succeeded in a minority. When I say suceeeded, 1 wish your
lordships to understand, that there is no regular succession in
the office of subha, or viceroy of the kingdom ; but, in general
succession has heen considered, and persons have been put
in that place upon some principles resembling a regular
saccession. That regular succession had been broken in favour
of a natural son, and the mother of that natural son, did obtain
the superiority in the female part of the family for a time.

In conscquence of these two circumstances, namely, the
famine and the abuses that were supposed to arise from it,
and from the circumstance of the minority of Mubarick-ud-
Doula, who now reings or appears to reign,—in consequence
of these two circumstances, the Company gave two sets of
orders.

The first order related to Mahomed Reza Khan, who
was (as your lordships remember I took, in the beginning



- .
-

WARREN HASTINGS ; 6TH DAY, ITH FEBY., 1788 317

of this affair, means of explaining) lord deputy of the
province under the native government, the English hold-
ing the dewani, and deputy dewan, or high steward, under the
name of the English, and had the command of the whole reve- .
nue ; and who was accused before the Company (the channel
of which accusation we now learn) of having aggravated that
famine by a monopoly for his own benefit. The Company,
upon these loose and general charges, ordered, that he should
be divested of his office, that he should be brought down to

. Calcutta, and there be obliged to render an account of his..
conduct. '

The next regulation they made was concerning the
effective government of the country, which® was become vacant.
by the removal of Mahomed Reza Khan. .The offices which
he held were in effect :—he was guardian to the Nabob by
the appointment of the ' Company; he had the care and
management of his family ; he had the care of the public
justice ; and he represented that shadow of government to
foreign nations, which it was the policy of the Company, at
that time, to keep up. This was the person whom Mr.
Hastings was ordered to remove ; in consequence of which
removal all these offices were to be supplied—of guardian of
the Nabob’s person and manager of his family ; of chief
magistrate ; and of representative of the fallen dignity of the
native government to the foreign nations which traded to
Bengal. . ;

To these orders was added an instruction of a very re-
markable nature, which was a third trust that was given
to Mr. Hastings ; that during the Nabob’s minority he should+
reduce the annual allowance, which was thirty-two lacs, to
sixteen ; and that, to prevent the abuse of this restricted sum,
and to prevent it§ being directed by the minister’s autherity
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to other purposes than that for which the Company allowed it
(that is to say, allowed him out of what was his own), of thesz
sixteen lacs an account was to be regularly kept as a check
upon the person so appointed, which account was ordered to
be transmitted to Calcutta, and to be sent to England.

Now, we are to show your lordships what Mr. Hastings’s
conduct was upon all these occasions ; and, for this, we mean
to produce testimony recorded in the Company’s books, and
authentic documents taken from the public offices of that country.
At the same time I do admit, that there never was a positive
testimony that did not stand something in need of the
support of pre=umpu0n ; for as we know that witnesses may
be perjured, and as we know that documents can be forged,
we have recourse to a known principle in the laws of ali
countries, that circumstances cannot lie ; and, therefore, if
the testimony that is given was ever s0 clear and positive,
yet, if it is contrary to the circumstances of the country, if
it is contrary to the circumstances of the facts to which it
alludes, if the deposition is totally adverse and alien to the
characters of the persons,—then I will say, that though the
testimonies should be many, though they should be consis-
tent, and though they should be clear, yet they will still
leave some degree of hesitation and doubt upon every mind
timorous in the execution of justice, as every mind ought to
be. 1i, for instance, ten witnesses were to swear that the
chief justice of England, that the I.ord High Chancellor, or
the Archbishop of Canterbury, was seen, in the robes of his
function, at noon day, robbing upon the highway, itis not
the clearness, the weight, the authority of testimonies, that
-ould make me believe it ; I should attribute it to any cause,
'uzher corruptt,on, mistake, error, or madness, rather than
elieve that fact. Why ? Because it is totally alien to the
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character of the persons, the situation, the cir'curpstances,
-and to all the rules of probability. But if, on the contrary,

- the crime charged has a perfect relation with the person,

.

with his known conduct, with his known habits, with the
'situation and circumstances of the place that he is in, and-
with the very corrupt inherent nature of the act that he does,
then much less proof than we are able to produce will serve;
:and according to the nature and strength of the presump-
tions arising from the inljerent natute of a vicious ‘principle,
and vicious motives in the act, will be strengthened the
weakest evidence, or, if it comes to a sufficient height, the
whole burthen of proof will be turned wpon the party
accused. And thus we shall think ourselves bound to show
-your lordships, in every step of this proceedihg, that there
is an inherent presumption of corruption in every act. We
shall show the presumptions which preceded ; we shall show

the presumptions which accompanied the proof; and thése,

with the subsequent presumptions, will make it impossible
to .disbelieve them. Such a body of proof was never
given upon any such occasion’ ; and it is such proof as will

" prevail against the whole voice of corruption, that amazing,

active, diligent, spreading voice which has been made, by
buzzing in every part of this country,” sometimes to sound
like the public voice ; it will put it to silence by showing
‘that your lordships have proceeded upgn the strongest
-evidence, active and passive. ' _

First, Mr, Hastings received a positive order to seize.
upon Mahomed Reza Khan. That order he executed with a

- military promptitude of obedience which will show your lord-

ships what are the services, which are congenial to his own
mind, and which find in him always a ready acquiescence ;
a faithful agent, and a spirited instrument in the ‘execution.
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The very day after he received the order, he sent up
privately, without communicating with the council, from
whom he was not ordered to keep this proceeding a secret ;
he sent up, and found that great and resqectable man, and
respectable magistrate, who wasin all those high offices
which 1 have stated ; and if I was to compare them to cir-
cumstances and sitnations in this country, I should say, he
had united in himself the character of first Lord of the
Treasury, the character of Chief  Justice,the character of
l.ord High Chancellor, and the character of Archbishop of
Canterbury ; a man of great gravity, dignity, and authority,
and advanced in years ; had once £100,000 a year for the
support of his dighity ; and had at that time /£350,000.
This man, sitting in his garden reposing himself after the
tnils of his situation, for he was one of the most laborous
men in the world, was suddenly arrested, and without a
moment’s respite dragged down to Calcutta, and there by
Mr. Hastings (exceeding the order of the Company) con-
tined near two years, under a guard of soldiers. Mr,
Hastings kept this great man for several months without
even attempting the trial upon him. How he tried him
atterwards your lordships may probably in the course of this
husiness inquire ; and you will then judge from the cir-
cumstances of that trial, that, as he was not tried for his
crime, so neither was he acquitted for his innocence ; but
at present I leave him in that situation. Mr. IHastings, un-
known to the council, having executed the orders of the
Company in the last degree of rigour to this unhappy man,
keeps him in that situation, without a trial, under a guard,
separated from his country, disgraced and dishonoured, and
by Mr. Hastings's express order not suffered either to make
a Wisit or receivé a visitor.
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" There was ;;nother commission for Mr. Hastings-contain~
ed in these orders. The Company,:because they were of
opinion that justice could not be easily - obtained while the
first situations of the country were. filled. with this man’s-
adherents, desired Mr. Hastings to displace them ; leaving:
him a very large power, and 'qonﬁding in “his justice;

" prudence; and impartiality, not to abuse a trust of such
delicacy. But. we shall prove to your lordships that Mr.
Hastings thought it necegsary to turn out, from the highest-
to the-lowest, several-hundreds of‘peoplt%,- for no other reason
than that they had been put in their employments by that very
man whom the English government had formerly placed
there. .If we were to insist that we could not possibly:
try Mr. Hastings, or come -at his wickedness, until 'we
had eradicated’ his influence in Bengal, and left. not one

"man in-it who was, - during: his: government,. in any place
or office whatever ; yet, though we should readily admit.
that we could. not do the whole without it; at the same
time rather than-make general massacre  of every per-
son presumed.to be-under nis influence, we would leave some -
of his crimes unproved. He did avow. and declare, that;.
unless he turned all these-persons out of:their offices, he could
never hope to come at the-truth of any charges against
Mahomed:Reza Khan ; against whom o specific charge had
been made. Yet upon loose and gendral:charges did he seize
upon this m'an, confine him in this m\anner, and every person
who derived any' plade or authority' from him, high or low,
was turned out. Mr. Hastings had,..in the Company’s. orders,
something to justify him in rigour, but he had likewise a .
prudential power over that. rigour ; and he not only treated
this man in the manner described, but.every human creature:
connected with' him, as if they. had. been all guilty,"without

21 . L
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any charge whatcver against them. These are his reasons
for taking this extraordinary step.

“l pretend not to e¢nter into the views of others.
My own were these. Mahomed Reza Khan's influence
atill prevailed geuerally throughout the country. In the
Nabob's household, and at the capital, it was scarce affect-
ed by his present disgrace. His favour was still courted,
and his anger dreaded. Who, under such discourage-
ments, would give information g¢r evidence against him ?
His agents and creatures filled every office of the nizamai
and dewani. How was the truth of his conduct to be
investigated by. these 7 It would be superfluous to add
othes arguments to*show the necessity of prefacing the inquiry
by breaking his jnfluence, removing his dependants, and
putting the direction of all the aflairs which had been com-
mitted to his care into the hands of the most powerful or
active of his enemies.”

My lords, if we of the House of Commons were to desire
and to compel the East India Company, or to address the
crown, to remove accerding to their several situations and
several capacities every creature that had been put into office
by Mr. Hastings, because we could otherwise make no inquiry
into his conduct, should we not be justified, by his own
example, in insisting upon the removal of every creature of
the reigning power before we could inquire into his conduct ?
We have not done that, though we feel, as he felt, great dis-
advantages in proceeding in the inquiry, while every situation
in Bengal is notoriously held by his ceatures, always excepting
the first of all, but which we could show is nothing under
such circumstances. Then what do I infer from this ? from
his obedience to the orders of the Company carried so much
bevond- necessity, and prosecuted with so much rigour : from
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the inquiry being suspended for so long a time; from ever)'
+ person in office being removed from his situation ; from all
these precautions being used as prefatory to the inquiry, when
hxmse]f says, that after he had used all these means, he found
, not the least benefit and advantage from them ? "The use I -
mean to make of this is, to let your lordships see the great
probability and presumption that Mr. Hastings, finding him-
self in the very self-same situation. that had occurred the year
before, when Nund Comar was sold to Mahomed Reza Khan,
of selling Mahomed Reza Khan to Nund Comar, made a
corrupt use of it, and that as Mahomed Reza -Khan was not
treated with severity for his crimes, so neither was he acquitted
for his innocence. The Company had given Mr. Hastings
severe ‘orders, and very severely had he’executed chem. The
Company gave him no orders not to institute a present inquiry ;
but he, under pretence of business, neglected that inquiry,
and, suffered this man to languish in prison to the utter ruin
of his fortune. l
We have in part shown your lordships what 'Mr.'Hastmgs’s
own manner of proceeding with regard to a public d¢linquent
is ; but at present we leave Mahomed Reza Khan where he
was. Do your lordships think that there is no presumption
of Mr. Hastings having a corrupt view in this  business, and
of his having put this great man, who was supposed to be of
immense wealth; under contributions ? Mr. Hastings never
trusted his colleagues in this proceedm ; and what reason.
does he glve ? why, he supposed that they must be bribed by
Mahomed Reza Khan ; for, says he, as 1 d1d not know thelr
characters at that time, I did not know whether Mahomed.
Reza Khan had not secured them to his interest by the known
ways in which great men in the FEast secure men to thelr
interest. He never trusted his colleagues with thp secret ; and.
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the person that he employed to prosecute Mahomed Rezz
Khan was his bitter enemy, Nund Comar. [ will not go the
length of saying that the circumstance of enmity disables a
person from being a prosecutor ; under some circumstances
it renders a man incompetent to be a witness; but this 1
know, that the circumstance of having no other person to rely
upon in a charge against any man but his enemy, and of
having no other principle to go upon than what is supposed to
be derived out of that enmity, must form some considerable
suspicion against the proceeding : but in this he was justified
by the Company ; for Nund Comar, the great rival of Maho-
med Reza Khan, was in the worst situation with the Company
as to his credit This Nund Comar’s politics in the country
had been by Mr Hastings himself, and by several persons
joined with him, cruelly represented to the Company ; and
accordingly he stood so ill with them by reason of Mr. tast.
ings’s representations and those of his predecessors, that the
Company ordered and directed, that if he could be of any use
in the inquiry into Mahomed Reza Khan’s conduct, some re-
ward should be given him suitable to his services; but they
caution Mt Hastings at the same time against giving him any
trust which he might employ to the disadvantage of the Com-
pany. Now Mr. Hastings began, before he could experience
any service irom him, by giving him his reward, and not the
base reward, of a base service, momey, but every trust and
power, which he was prohibited from giving him. Having
turned out every one of Mahomed Reza Khan's dependants,
he filled every office, as he avows, with the creatures of Nund
(omar. Now when he uses a cruel and rigorous obedience
in the case of Mahomed Reza Khan, when he breaks
through the principles of his former conduet with regard te
Nund Comar, when he gives 4im, Nund Comar, trust, whom he
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was cautioned not to trust, and when he gives him that reward
‘before any servicé'could be done ; I say, when he does thi
in violation of the Company’s orders and his own principles
it is the strongest: evidence ‘that he now found them in the
situation in which they were in 1763, when bribes were noto—
riously taken, and that'each. party was mutually sold to the
other, and faith’ kept with neither. The situation in which Mr
Hastings thus placed himself should have been dreaded by
him of all things, because he knew it was a situation in which.
the most outrageous corruption had taken place before.

There is another bircumstance which serves to show that in
the persecution of these great men, and the persons employed
by them, he could have no other view than to extort money
from'them. There wasa person of the name of Shitab Ray,
who hdd'a great share in the conduct of the revenues of Bikiar.’
Mr. Hastings, in the letter to the ‘Company complaining of the
state of their affairs, and saying that there were great and sus-

, picious balances in the kingdom of Bihar, does not even name
the name of Shitab Ray. There was an Englxsh councellor, 2
particular friendof Mr. Hastings's there, under whose control
Shitab Ray acted.” Without any charges, without any orders
from the. Company, Mr. Hastings dragged down that same
Shitab Ray, and-in the same' ignominious prison he kept him’
the same length of time, that is, one ye}a.r and three months,

' without trial ; and 'when the trial came on, there was as much

:appearance of ‘collusion in the trial as there was of rigour in

ithe previous process. This is the mahner in which Mr.

Hastings executed the command of the Company for removing
Mahomed Reza Khan. . _ i
. When a suocessor to Mahomed Reza Khan was to be
appointed, your lordships naturally expect from the character
I have given of hith, and from the nature -of his functions, that
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Me. Hastints woo'd be particularly precise, would use the
utm¢ ~t possible care in nominating a persen to succeed him,
who might tulfil the ends and objects of his employment ; and
be at the same time beyond all doubt and suspicion of corrup-
tion o any wav whatever. Let us now see how he fills up that
office thus vacant. When the Company ordered Mahomed
Reza Khan to be dispossessed of his office, they ordered at
the same time that the salary of his successor should be-
reduced : that £30,000 was a sufficient recompense for that
office. Your lordships will see by the allowance for the office,
even reduced as it was, that they expected some man of great
emineunce, of great consequence, and fit for those great and
various trusts.” They cut off the dewani from it, that is, the
collection of the revenues ; and having lessened his labours,
they !:ssened his teward : they ordered that this petson, who
was t be guardian of the Nabob in his minority, and who was
to represent the covernment, should bave but £35,000. The
ordec they give 15 this @

“And that as Mahomed Reza Khan can no longer be
consiiered by us as one to whom such a power can safely
be committed. we trust to your local knowledge the selec-
tion of some person well qualified for the affairs of govern-
ment, and of whose attachment to the Company you shall
be well assured --Such person you will recommend to
the Nabob, to succeed Mahomed Reza, as minister of the
government and guardian of the Nabob's minority ; and
we persuade ourselves that the Nabob will pay such regard
to your recommendation as to invest him with the necessary
power and authorty

“As the advantages which the Company may receive
from th: appeintment of such minister will depend on his
readiness to promote our views and advance our interest,
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we are/ w111mg to allow him so liberal a. gratification as -
may excite his zeal and insure his.attachmeat- to: the
Company ; we therefore “empower you ,to grant ito the

-

'person whom you shall think worthy of this trust, an annual

allowance, not‘exceeding three lacs of rupees, which we con-
sider not only as a munificent reward for any services he shalt
render the Company, but sufficient to enable .him to support
his station with suitable rank and dignity.. And here we
must add, that in the choice you shall make of a personitc be
the active minister of the Nabob's government, we hope and
trust that you will show yourselves worthy of t.ue confidence’
we have placed in you, by being actuated therem by no other
motlves than those of the public good, ;an(f the safetyfand
interest of the Company.” e .

" My lords, here they have given a reward and they have

- described a person fit'to succeed in, all capacities the mam

whom they had thought fit to depose. Now, as we have seen
how Mr. Hastings obeyed the Company's orders in the
manner of removing Mahomed Reza Khan from his office,
let us see how he obeyed their order for filling it .up. Your
lordships will naturally suppose that he made all the orders of
Mahomedan and Hindu princes to pas$ in strict review before
him ; that he had considered their age, authority, dignity, the
goodness of their manners; and upon the collation of all
these circumstances had chosen a person fit to be a regent
to guard the Nabob's minor ity from all rapacity whatever and
fit to instruct him in everything. I will give your lordships

Mr. Hastings’s own idea of the person necessary to fill such
offices :

B

“That his rank ought to be Quch as at least ought mot
to wound the Nabob's honour, or lessen his credit in the esti-

mation,of the people, by the magisterial command which the

*
-~ -
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new funsiion mast o urer-s over o, with abilites and

vigoar of mind e¢qual to the support ot thar authority , . 4
the world will e.pect, that the guardian be specially guelifed
by his ovn scquired endowments o discharge the duides of
that relation in the education of his young pupil, to inspire
him with sentiments suitable to his birth, and to instruct
him in the principles of his rehigion.”

This, upon another occasion, ;s Mr. Hastings's sense
of the man who ought to be plated 'a ithat snaation of wust
tn which the Company o1 *»:0d bhon'to place hom. Did Mr.
Hastings obey that wrder  No. my lords ; se appuined 50
man to il that ofice. What, no man &t all . Mo, he
wppointed no pe.rf,(m at alln the sense whiis is montioncd
there, which constantly describes a person at least of the
male sex : he appointed a woman to hil ihat oflce : he
appointed a woman in a couniry where no woman can be
seen, where no woman can be spoken to by any one without
a curtain between them ; for sll these various d sties, requinng
all these qualifications described by himself, he appointed
a woman. Do you want more proof than this violent trans-
gression of the Company s orders upon that  cecasion, that
some corrupt motive must have influenced hoin ?

My lords, it is necessary for me to state the situation of she
family, that you may judge from thence of the co-rupt
motives of Mr. Hastings’s proceedings. The Nabob jafhr
Al Khan had among the women of his seraglio a person
called Muni Begam ; she was a dancing girl, whom he had
seen at some entertainment ; and as he was of a licentious
turn, this, dancing girl in the course of her profession as
a prostitute 50 .far-inveigled the Nabob, tha: having a child,
. or s pretendimg to have -had a child, by him, he brought her
into. the seraghio ; and the Companv’s servants sold to
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‘that son the succession of that father. This woman had been
‘sold as a slave ; het profession, a-dancer ; her occupation, a
prostitute. And, my lords, this woman having-put her natural
‘son, .as we-state,:and shall prové, ‘in the place of the legitimate
-offspring of the Nabob ; having got him placed by ‘the Com-
pany’s servants on the masnad, she came to be at the head’
-of that part of the household which relates to the worﬁen;
‘which is a’large and considerable trust in a country where
polygamy is admltted and where women of great rank may
possibly be atténded by two thousand of the same sex in
inferior situations. As soon as the legitimate son of the Nabob
came to the masnad' there was no ground for keepmg this
woman any longer in that situation ; and upon an application
of the Company to Mahomed Reza Khan, to know who ought
'to have the right of supenonty ;'he answered as he ought to
‘have done, that though all the women of the seragho ought to
have honour, yet the mother of the  Nabob ought to have the
-superiority of it. Therefore, this woman was removed, and
the mother of the Nabob was placed in her situation. In that
situation Mr. Hastings found the seraglio. Tf his duties nad
gone no further than the regulatio’n of an eastern household,
~"he ought to have kept the Nabob s mother there by the rules
of that country.

What did he ‘do. ¢ Not satxsﬂed thh giving to this
' -prostitute every favour ‘that she could desire ( and money
must- be the natural object of such a person ), Mr. Has-
tings deposes the Nabob’s own mother, turns her out of
ithe employment, and puts at ‘the head of the setaglio this
prostitute, whi®at the best in felation to him could- only be a
‘step-mother. If you heard no more, do your lordships want
:anything further to convince you that this must be- a violent,
atrocious, and corrupt act ? suppose it had gone no further
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than the serag o But when [ call this woman a dancing girl,
I state somah:ee tower than Earopeans have an idea of res-
pecting that -wation.  She was born & slave, bred a dancing
sl Her dancing was not any of those noble and majestic
rmovements « hich make part of the entertainment of the most
wise, of the cducation of the most virtuous, which improve the
manners withcut corrupting the morals of all civilized people,
and of which, ameng uncivilized people, the professors have
their due shace of admiration; but these dances were not
decent to be s¢en. nor fit to be reldted. I shall pass them by.
Your lordships are to suppose the lowest degrec of infamy in
occupation and situation, when [ tell vou that Muni Begam
was a slave and a dancing girl.

The history of Mnni Begam is this : “ At a village called
Balkunda, wcar Sikandra, there lived a widow, who, from
her great pciery. not being able to bring up bher daughtes
Muni, gave acrto a slave girl belonging to Sammin Ali Khan,
whose name «as Bisuw  During the space of five years she
lived at Shanishanabad, and was educated by Bisu after the
manner of a dancing girl. Afierwards the Nabob Shamat Jang,
upon the wmarqage of lkrama.ud.Daula, brother to Nabob
Siraj-ad-Doula, sent for Bisu Beg's set of dancing girls from
Shahjahanabad, of which Muni segam was one, and allowed
them 10,000 rupees for their expenses. to dance at the
wedding.  While the ceremony was celebrating, they were
kept by the Nabob ; but some months afterwards he dismissed
them, and they took up their residence in this aty. Mir
Mahomed Jatir Khan then took them into keeping, and
allowed Muni and her set 500 rupces per monkh ; till at length
finding that Mun1 was pregnant. he took her into his own
house. She gave birth to the Nabob Nijam-ud-Daula, and in this
manner has -he remained in the Nabob's family ever since.”
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Now it required a very peculiar mode of selection to take/-,
such a woman, so circumstanced (resembling whom there was-
not just such another), to depose the Nabob’s own mother
from the superiority -of the household, and to substitute this
woman. It would have been an abominable abuse, and would
have implied corruption in the grossest degree, if Mr.
Hastings had stopped there ; he not only did this, but he put
* her, this woman, in the very place o'f‘Mahomed Reza Khan ;
he made her guardian. he made her regent, he made her vicé-
roy, he made her the representative of the native governinent
of the country in the eyes of strangers. There was not a trust,
not a dignity in the countrv which he did not put, during the
minority of this unhappy person, her step-son, into the hands.
of this woman. ’

Reject, if you please, the strong presumption of corruption _
in disobeying the order of the Corrfp%gy, directing him to .
select 2 man fit to supply the plice of Mahomed Reza Khan, -
to exercise all the great and arduous functions of govern-
ment and of justice, as well as-the regulations' of the
Nabob’s household ; and then I' will venture to say, that
neither your iordships nor any man living, when he hears of
this appointment, does cr can hesitate a.moment in conclud-
ing that it is-the result of carruption, and that you omly want
to be informed what the corruption was. Here is such an
arrangement as, I believe, never was before heard of—a
secluded woman in the place of a man of the world; a
fantastic dancing girl in the place of a grave magistrate ; a
slave in the place of a woman of quality ; a common pro-
‘stitute made to superintend the education of a young prince ;
and a step-mother, a name of horror in all countries, made to
supersede the natural mother, from whose body the Nabob
had sprung !
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These are circumstances that leive no agoubt of the
grosgest and most Pagrant corruption; but was there no
application made to Mr. Hastings upon that occasion ¢ The
Nabob’s un:zle, whom Mr. Hastings declares 10 be a man of
10 dangerous ambition, no alarming parts, n9 one guality
that could possibly exclude him fiom that snuaron. males *n
application to Mr. Hastings ‘or ihat place, and was by Mr.
Hastings rejected. The reason he gives for his rejection s,
because he cannot put any man in it without danger to the
Company, who had ordered him to pit a man '‘nto it. One
would imagine the trust to be placed in him was such as
enabl.d aim to overturn the Company in a moment. Now the
situation in which tl}e Nabob’s uncle, Zitram-ud-Daula, wouid
have been placed, was this : he would have had 1o troops, he
would have had no treasury, he wouid have had 1o collections
of tevenue, nothing, in short, that could have made him danger
ous, but he would have been an, absolute pensioner and de
pendent upon the Company, though in  high ofhce ; and the
least attempt to disturb the Company, instead of increasing,
would have been subversive of his own power. if Mr. Has-
tings should still insist that there might be danger from the
appointment of a man, we shall prove that he was’™ of opinion
that there could be no danger from any one ; that the Nabob
himself was a mere shadow --a cipher, and was kept there
only to soften the English government in  the eves and op:-
nion of the natives. My lords, T will detail these c.rcumstances
no further, but will bring some collateral proots o show that
Mr. Hastings was at that very time conscious of the wicked
and corrupt act he was doing. For, besides this ioolish prin-
ciple of policy, which he gives as a reason for defying the
orders of the Company, and for insulting the country, that
had never before seen a woman in that situation and Ais
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declaration to the Company, that their government cannot be-
supported by private justice, (a favourite maxim, which he-
holds upon all occasions ), besides these reasons, which he-
gave for his politic injusttce, he gives the following ; the Com-
pany had ordered, that £30,900 should be givento the person:
appointed. He knew that the Company could never dream.
of giving this woman /30,000 a year, and he makes use of
that circﬁmstance to justify him in putting her in that place ;.
for, he says, the Company, in the distressed state of its-
affairs, could never mean to give £30,000 a year for the office-
which they order to be filled ; and accordingly, upon principles.
of economy, as well as upon principles of prudence, he sees:
there could be no occasion for giving this .salary, .and that it
will be saved to the Company. But no sooner had he given
her the appointment, than that appointment became a ground:
for giving her that money. The moment he had appointed
her, he overturns the very principle upon which he had ap-.
‘pointed her, and gives the {30,000 to her, and the officers un- -
der her, saving. not one shilling to the Company by this-
infamous measure, which he justified only upon the principle of-
econoniy. . The (30,000 was given, the principle of economy
vanished, a shocking arrangement was made, and Bengal saw-
a dancing:girl administering its justice, presiding over all its.
remaining power, wealth, and influence, exhibiting to the:
natives of the couhtry their miserable state of degradation,.
and the miserable dishonour of the English Company in Mr..
Hastings's abandonment of all his own pretences. :
But there is a still stronger presumption ; the Company
. ordered that this person, who was to have the managemént of
the Nabob’s revenue, and who was 'to be his guardian, should
keep a strict account, which account 'spould be annually trans-.
mitted to the presidency, and by the presidency to Eurepe ;.
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and the purpose of it was to keep a control upon the reduced
-expenses of the sixteen lacs, which were ordered in the
mznner 1 mentioned. Your lordships will natually imagine
that that control was kept safe ; no, here is the order of the
d rectors, and you will see how Mr. Hastings obeyed it.

~As the disbursements of the sums aliotted to the Nabob
for the mainienance of his household and tamily, and the
support of his dignity, will pass through the hands of the
mnister who shall be selected by you, conformable 1o
our preceding orders, we expect thal you will require such
mmister to deliver annually to your board a regular and exact
account of the application of the several sums paid by the
Company 1o the Nabob. This yo1 wli suictly examine ;
and we trust that you will not saffer any part of the Nabob's
stipend to be appropriated to the minrster’s own use, or wasted
among the unnecessary dependants of the court; but that
the whole amount be applied to the purposes for which it
was assigned by us.”

One would have imagined that alter Mr. Hastings had
made so suspicious an arrangement (I will not call it by any
worse name), he wouid have removed all suspicion with
regard to money ; that he would have obeyed the Company
by constituting the control which they had ordered tw be
placed over a man, even a fit man, and a man worthy of the
trust committed to him. But what is his answer, when three
years after he is desired to produce this account? His answer
is—=I can save the board the trouble of this reference by
acquainting them that no such accounts have ever been trans-
mitted, nor, as I.can affirm with most certain knowledge, any
orders given for that purpose, either to Guru Das, to whose
office it did not properly belong, nor to the Begum, who had
the actual charge and responsibiiity of those disbursements.’
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He has given to this woman the charge of all the disburse-

‘mefits of the Company. The officer whom you would imagine

-would be responsible, was not responsible ; but to this prosti-

‘tute.and dancing girl thé whole of the revenue was given.

When he was ordered to transmit that account, he not only
did not produce that account, but had given no order that it

shiotlld be kept; so that no doubt can be left upon your

lordships’ minds that the sixteen lacs which were reserved for
the support of the dignity of the government of that country
were employed for the purpose of Mr. Hastmgss having a
-constant bank, from which he should draw every corrupt
emolument he should think fit for himself and his associates.
Thus your lordships' see, - that he. appomted an improper
person to the trust:thhout any contro], and that the very
accounts which wére to be the guardians of his purity, and
which were to-remove suspicion from him, he never so much

-as directed or-ordered. If any one can doubt that that: trans-

action was in itself corrupt, I can only say that his mind must
be constituted in a manner ‘totally different from that which.
prevails in any of the- higher or lower branches of judicature
in any countfy in the world. The suppressxon of an account
is a proof of corruption. )

- When Mr. Hastings commmed these acts of violence
against Mahomed Reza Khan, when he: proceeded to make

-aTrangements in the'Com\pany’s affairs of the same kind with

those in which corruption had been before exercised, he was
‘bound by a particular responsibility that there should: be
nothing mysterious in his own conduct; and that at least all

He appointed a person .
nominally for that situation, namely, Raja Guru Das. Who

was he 7 A person acting, he says, under the .influence of

Raja Nund Comar, whom he had declared was not it to be -

, -,
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employed or trusted - > the offices were filled by him.
But had Raja Guru Das whose character is that of ar
excellent man. against whom therr could lie ro reasonable
objection on account ©f his persoaal charzcter, 2zad whose
want of talents was t¢ be -:ppliad by thoss of Nand Cewar
and of Az parts Xr. Hastags spoke as highly 25 possitle),
had be, { say the manzzement » No ; but ifuni Begam, Did
she keep ary accoumts ! No o Mt Hastings was ordered,
and a very disagreeable and harsh order it was, to take away
oue half of the Nabob's alinwance, which he had by tresty
[ do not charge Jir. Hastings with this reduction ; he had
nothiaz to Jo with that. Sizteen lacs were cut off, and sixteen
left ; these two sums had been distribited, one for the suppest
of the seraglio and ibe dignity of the state, the other for the
court establishment and the household. The sixteen lacs
which were left, *hersfors, required to be well economized and
well administered  Therc was a rigour in the Companys
order re'ative to i, which was, that it should take place from
an antedatzd time. the. s, a whole year prior to the communi.
cation of theis order to the Nabob. The order was that the
Nabob's stipead should % reduced to sixteen lacs a year
from the month of jaweary. Mr. Hastings makes this reflection
upon it. in order tu ‘eave no doubt upoa your mind of
his integrity in nrdminvistering that great trust; he says
“Your order {or the reduction of the Nabob's stipend as
communicated to hini m the month of Docempber, 1771, tle
rerzonstrated ageinst ¥, and desired it might be again refer-cd
to tt Company. Th¢ board entirely scquicsced in his re
moestrance, and the subsequent payments of kis stipend «ere
paid as before. 1 might easily have aveiled myse'! of th
plea. [ might bave reated it as an act of the past goure
ment, with which | had no cause to imterfere, and joined iv
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asserting the 1mpossxb111ty of ‘his defraying the vast expense
of his court and household  without it, which I could have
proved by plausible arguments, drawn from the actual amount
of the nizamat and behla establishments ; and both the
Nabob and Begum ‘would" have liberally purchased my for-
bearance. Instead of pursuing this plan, I carried your orders:
rigidly and literally into execution. T undertook myself the
laborious and reproachful task of limiting his charges from
an excess of his former.stipend to'the sum of his reduced

-

allowance.”

He says, in another placé¢,

“The stoppage of the king’s tribute was ah act of mine*,
*# * % % for the remainder.”

My lords, I believe it is a singular thing and what your
lordships " have been very little used to, to see a man in the
situation of Mr. Hastings, or'in any situation like it, so ready
in knowing all' the resources by which sinister emolument
may be made and concealed, and which, under pretences of
public good, may be transferred into the pocket of him who
uses those preten‘ces. He is resolved, if he is innocent, that his
innocence shall not proceed from ignorance.‘ He well knows
' the ways of falsifying the Company’s accounts ; he well knows
the necessities of the natives, and he knows that, by paying a
part of their dues, they will be ready to give an acquittance of’
the whole. These are parts of Mr. Hastings’'s knowledge, of
which your lordships will see he also well knows how to
- avail himself. . '

But you would expect, when he reduced the allowance ‘to
sixteen’ lacs, and took credit to himself as if he had done the
thing which he professed, and had argued from his rigour

Document not found.
22 . , ,
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and cruelty his strict and literal obedience to the Company,
that he had in reality done it. The very reverse ; for it will
be in proof, that, after he had pretended to reduce the Com-
pany’s allowance, he continued it a twelvemonth from the day
on which he said he had entirely executed it, to the amount of
£40,c00, and entered a false account of the suppression in
the Company’s accounts : and when he has taken a credit, as
under pretence of reducing that allowance, he paid fgo,coo
more than he ought. Can you then have a doubt, after all
these false pretences, after all this fraud, fabrication, and
suppression which he made use of, that that £go,200 of which
he kept no account, and transmitted no account, was money
given to himself for his own private use and advantage ?

This is all thai J think necessary to state to your lordships
upon this monstrous part of the arrangement; and therefore, from
his rigorous obedience in cases of cruelty, and where control
was directed from his total disobedience, and from his choice
of persons, from his suppression of the accounts that ought to
have been produced, and falsifying the accounts that were
kept, there arises a strong inference of corruption. When
your lordships see sll this in proof, your lordships will justify
me in saying that there never was (taking every part of the
arrangement) such a direct open violation of any trust. I shall
say no more with regard 1o the appointment of Muni Begam.

Nund Coimar's charges against My, Hostings.

My lords, here ended the first scene and here ends that
body of presumption arising from the transaction and inherent
in it. My lords, the nest scene that I am to bring before you
is the positive proof of corruption in this transaction, in which
I am sure you already see that corruption must exist. The
charge was brought by a person in the highest trust and
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<confidence with Mr, Hastings, a person employed in the manage-
ment of the whole transaction ; a person to whom the manage-
ment, subordinate to Muni Begam; of all the pecuniary
transactions and all the arrangements made upon that occasion
was entrusted,

On the 11th day of March, 1775, Nund Comar gives
to Mr. Francis, a member of the council, a charge against
Mr. Hastings, consisting of two parts. The first of these
charges was a vast number 'of corrupt dealings, with
respect to which he was the informer, not the witness, but to
which he indicated the modes  of inquiry ; and they are
corrupt dealings, as Mr. Hastings himself states them,
amounting to millions of rupees; and in transactions, every
-one of which implies in it the strongest degree of corruption.

The next part was of those (o which he was not only an in-
former but a witness, in having been the person who himself
transmitted the money to Mr. Hastings and the agents of
Mr. Hastings; and accordingly upon this part, which is the
only part we charge, his evidence is clear and full that he
gave the money to Mr. Hastings ; he and the Begum (for I
put them together). He states that Mr. Hastings received
for the ap;;ointment of Muni Begum to the rajaship two lacs
" of rupees, or about £22,000; and that he received in another
gross sum one lac and a half of rupees; in all making three
lacs and a half, or about £36,000. This. charge was 51gned
by the man, and accompanied with the account.

Mr. Hastings, on that day, made no reflection or observa-
tion whatever upon this charge, except that he attempted to
excite some suspicion that Mr. Francis, who had produced
it, was concerned in the charge, and was the principal mover
in it. He asks Mr. Francis that day Ehis (gu_é.stiori:

“The Governor-General observes, as Mr. Francis has been
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pleased to inform the board that he was unacquainted with the
contents of the letter sent in to the board by Nund Comar, that
he thinks himself justified in carrying his curiosity further
than he should have permitted himself without such a pre-
vious intimation ; and therefore begs leave to ask Mr. Francis
whether he was, before this, acquainted with Nund Comar’s
intention of bringing such charges against him before the
board ?

“Mr. Francis.—As a member *of this council, I do not
deem myself obliged to answer any question of mere curiosity.
I am willing, however, to inform the Governor-General, that,
though I was fota]ly unacquainted with the contents of the
paper I have now delivered in to the board, till I heard i:
read, I did apprehend in general that it contained some
charge against him. It was this apprehension that made me
so particularly cautious in the manner of receiving the Raja's
letter. 1 was not acquainted with Raja Nund Comar’s
intention of bringing in such charges as are mentioned in the
letter.

Warren  Hastings.-—J. Clavering,—Geo. Monso.—P.
Francis.”

Now what the duty of Mr. Hastings and the council wa-
upon receiving such information, I shall beg leave to state to
your lordships from the Company’s orders : but, before I read
them, I must observe, that in pursuance of an Act of Parlia-
ment, which was supposed to be made upon account of the
neglect of the Company, as well as the neglects of their ser-
vants, and for which general neglects responsibility was fixed
apon the Company for the future, while for the present their
authority was suspended, and a parliamentary commission
sent out to regulate their affairs, the Company did, upon that
occasion, send out a general code and body of instructions
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10 be observed by their servantsj in the 3s5th paragraph of
which it is said.

“We direct, that you immediately cause the strictest
inquiry to be made into all oppressions which may have
been committed either against the natives or Europeans
and into all abuses that may have prevailed in the collec-
tion of the revenues, or any part of the civil government
of the presidency; and that you communicate to us all in-
formation which you may be able to learn relative thereto,
or to any dissipation or* embezzlement of the Company’s
money.”’

Your lordships see here, that there is a direct duty fixed
upon them to forward, to promote, to set oft foot, without
exception of any persons whatever, an mqulry into all manner
of corruption, peculation, and oppression. Therefore this
charge of Nund Comar’s was a case exactly within the
Company’s orders; such a charge was not sought out, but )
was actually laid before them-; but if it had not been actually
laid before them, if they had any.reason to suspect that
such corruptions existed, they were bound by this order
to make an active inquiry into them. Upon that day (11th
March, 1775) nothing further passed ;and, on the part
of Mr. Hastings, that charge, as far as we can find, might
have stood upon the records for ever, without his making
the smallest observation upon ‘it; or taking any one step
to clear his own character. But Nund Comar was not so
inattentive to his duties as an accuser, as Mr. Hastings
was to his duties as an inquiier; for without a moment’s
delay, upon the first board day, two days after, Nund Comar
came and delivered the following letter :

“I had the honour to lay before you, in a letter of the
t1th instant, 4n abstracted but true account of the honour-

e
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able Governor in the cousse of his administration. What is
there written 1 mean not the least to alter; far from it.
I have the strongest written vouchers to produce in support
of what I have advanced ; and I wish and entreat, for my
honour’s sake, that you will suffer me to appear before you,
to establish the fact by an additional incontestable evidence.”

My lords, 1 will venture to say, if ever there was an accu-
ser that appeared well and with weight before any cour, it
was this man. He does not shrink from his charge ; he offered
to meet the person he charged, facé to face, and to make good
his charge by his own evidence, and further evidence that he
should produce. Your lordships have also seen the conduct of
Mr. Hastings on the first day; you have seen his aquiescence
under it ; you have seen the suspicion he endeavoured to raise.
Now, before I proceed to what Mr. Hastings thought ofit, 1
must remark upon this accusation, that it is a specific accusa-
tion, coming from a person knowing the very transaction, and
known o be concerned in it; that it was an accusation in
writing, that it was an accusation with a signature, that it was
an accusation with a person to make it good, that it was made
before a jcompetent authority, and made before an authority
bound to inquire into such an accusation. When he comes
to produce his evidence, he teils you, first, the sums of money
given, the species in which they were given, the very bags in
which they were put, the exchange that was made by reducing
them to the standard money of the country ; he names all
the persons through whose hands the whole transaction went,
eight in number, besides himself, Muni Begum, and Guru
Das, being eleven, all referred to im this transaction. Ido
believe that, since the beginning of the world, there never
was an accusation which was more deserving of inquiry,
because there never was an accusatior. which put a falss
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accuser in a worse situation, and that put an honest defendant
in a better; for there was every means of collation—every
means of comparison—es;ery means of cross examining—every-
means of control. There was every way of sifting evidence,
in which evidence could be sifted. Eleven witnesses to the:
transaction are referred to ; all the particulars of the payment,
every circumstance that could give the person accused the:
advantage of showing the falsehood of the accusation, were-
specified. General accusations may be treated as calumnies,
but particular accusationsslike these, afford the defendant, if
innocent, every possible means for making his = defence ;.
therefore the very making of no defence at all would prove,
beyond-all doubt, a consciousness of guilt:

The next thing for your lordship’s consideration is the-
conduct of Mr. Hastings upon this occasion. You would ima-
gine that he would have treated the accusation with a cold and
manly disdain ; that he would have challenged and defied inQ.
quiry, and desired to see his accuser face to face. This is what
any man would do in such a situation. I can conceive very
well, that a man composed, firm, and collected in himself,
conscious of not only integrity, but Known integrity,—con-
scious of a whole life beyond the reach of suspicion,
—that a man placed in such a- situation might ¢ oppose-
general character to general accusation, and stand collectd in
himself, poised on his own base, and defying all the calumnies
in the world. But as it showsa great and is a proof ofa
virtuous mind to despise calumny, it is the ‘proof of a guilty
mind to despise a specific accusation, when made before a

‘competent authority, and with competent means to prove it.
As Mr. Hastings’s conduct was what no man living expected;
I 'will venture to. say, that no expression can do it justice biit
his owr. Upon reading the letter, and a motion being made
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that Raja Nund Comar be brought before the board to prove
the charge against the Governcr-General ;

The Governor-General enters the following minute :

“Before the question is put, [ declare that T will not suffer
Nund Comar to appear before the board as my accuser. 1
know what belongs to the dignity and character of the first
member of this administration. I will not sit at this board in
the character of a criminal, nor do 1 acknowledge the
members of this board to be my judges. I am reduced
on this occasion to make the declaration, that I look upon
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, as my
accusers. I cannct prove this in the direct letter of the law,
but in my conscignce I regard them as such, and I will give
my reasons for it. ©n their arrival at this place, and on the
first formation of the council, they thought proper to take
immediate and decisive measures, in contradiction and for the
repeal of those which were formed by me in conjunction with
the last administration. T appealed to the court of directors
from their acts. Many subsequent letters have been trans-
mitted both by them and by me to the court of directors. By
me, in protestation against their conduct; by them, in justi-
fication of it. Quitting this ground, they since appear to me
to have chosen other modes of attack, apparently calculated
to divert my attention, and to withdraw that of the public from
the subject of our first differences, wiich regarded only the
measures that were necessary for the good of the service ; to
attacks directly and personally levelled at me for matters which
tend to draw a personal and popular odium upon me : and fit
instruments jthey have found for their purpose, Mr. Joseph
Fowke, Mahraja Nund Comar, Rupnarain Chaudhri, and
th‘e Rani of Burdwan. “It appears incontestably upon the
records, that the charges preferred by the Rani against me
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proceeded from the office.of Mr. Fowke ; all the papers
transmitted by her came in their original form written in the
English language, some with Persian papers of which they
were supposed to be translations, but all strongly marked
with the character and idiom of the English language. I
applied on Saturday last for Persian originals of some of
-the papers sent by lier, and I was refused: I am justified in
declaring my firm belief that no such originals exist.

“ With respect to Nund Comar’s accusations, they
were delivered by-the hands of Mr. Francis, who has
declared that he was_called upon by Raja Nund Comar, as"

-a duty belonging to his office as councillor of this State, to
lay the packet which contained them before the board. That
he conceived that he could not, consistént with his duty,
‘refuse such a letter at the instance of a person of the Raja’s
rank, and did accordingly receive it, and -laid it before the
board ; declaring at the same time, that he was unacquainted -
with the contents of it. I believe that the court of directors,
and those to whom these proceedings shall be made known,
will think differently of this action of Mr. Francis : that . Nund
Comar was guilty. of great insolence and disrespect in the
demand wh»i‘ch he made of Mr. Francis; and that it was not
-a duty belonging to the office of a councillor of this State to
make hin‘}self the carrier of a letter, which would have been
much more properly committed to the hands .of a peon or
Hirkara, or delivered by the writer of it to the secretary
himself. ;

“Mr. Francis has acknowledged, that he apprehended in
general that it contained some charge against me. If the -
charge was false, it was a libel ; it might have been false for any
-thing that Mr. Francis could know to the contrary, since he
_was unacquainted with the contents of it. In this instance,

\
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therefore, he incurred the hazard of presenting a libel to
the board ; :his was not a duty belonging to his office as 2
councillor of this State. I must further inform the board, that
[ have been long since acquainted with Nund Comar’s inten-
tions of making this attack upon me. ilappily Nund Comar,
among whose talents for intrigue that of secrecy is not the
first, has been ever too ready to make the first publication of
his own intentions. I was shown a paper containing many
accusations against me, which I was told was carried by
Nund Comar to Colonel Monson,” and that he himself was
employed for some hours in private with Colonel Monson,
explaining the nature of those charges.

“I mention” only what I was told; butas the restof the
report which was made to me corresponds exactly with what
has happened since, I hope I shall stand acquitted to my
superiors and to the world in having given so much credit to
it as o bring the circumstance upon record. I cannot recol-
lect the precise time in which this is said to have happened,
but I believe it was either before or at the time of the des-
patch of the Bute and Pacific. The charge has since under-
gone some alteration; but of the copy of the paper which
was delivered to me, containing the original charge, I
caused a translation to be made : when suspecting the renewal
of the subject in this day’s consultation, I brought it with me,
and I desire it may be recorded, that when our superiors, or
the world, if the world is to be made the judge of my
conduct, shail be possessed of these materials, they may, by
comparing the supposed original and amended list of accusa-
tions preferrediagainst me by Nundcomar, judge how far [ am
jastified in the credit which I give to the reports above men-
tioned. Ido not mean to infer from what I have said, that it
makes any alteration in the nature of the charges, whether they
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were delivered immediately from my ostensible accusers, or
whether they came to the.board through the channel of patron-
age ; but it is sufficient to authorize the conviction, which I
feel in my own mind that those gentlemen are pb_.rties in the
accusations, of which they assert the right ot being the Judges.
From the first commencement of this administration every
means has been tried both to deprive me of the legal authori-
ty with which I have been trusted, and to proclaim the anni-
hilation of it to the world ; but no instance has yet dppeared of
this in so extraordinary "a degree as in the question now
before the board. The chief of the administration, your
superior, gentlemen, appointed by the legislature itself, shall
I sit at this board to be arraingned in the presence of a wretch,
whom you all know to be oneof the basest of mankind ? I
believe I need not mention his name ; but it is Nund Comar.
Shall I sit here to hear men collected from the dregs of the
people give evidence, at his dictating, against my character
and conduct ? I will not; you may if you please form your-
selves into a committee for the investigation of these matters
in any manner which you may think proper ; but I will repeat,
that I will not ‘meet Nund Comar atthe board, nor suffer
Nund Comar to be examined at the board; nor have youa
right to it, nor can it ‘answer any other purpose than that of
vilifying and insulting me to insist upon it.

“I.am sorry to have found it necessary to deliver my senti-
ments on a subject of so important a naturein an unpreme-
ditated minute drawn from me at the board, which I should
have wished to have had leisure and retirement to have-
enabled me to express myself with that degree of caution and
exactness which the subject requires. I have said nothing
but what I believe, and am morally certain, I shall stand justi-
fied for in the eyes of my superiors and the eyes of the-
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world ; but I reserve to myself the liberty of adding my
further sentiments in such a manner and form as [ shall
hereafter judge necessary.”

My lords, you see here the picture of Nund Comar drawn
by Mr. Hastings himself —you see the hurry, the passion,
the precipitation, the confusion into which Mr. Hastings
is thrown by the perpfexity of detected guilt—you see, my
lords, that, instead of defending himself, he rails at his
accuser in the most indecent language, calling him a  wretch,
whom they all knew to be the Basest of mankind ; that
he raiis at the council by attributing their conduct to the
worst of motives ; that he rails at everybody, and declares the
accusation to bé a_libel : in short, you see plainly that the
man's head is turned. You see there is not a word he says up-
on this occasion which has common sense init; you see one
great leading principle in it, that he does not once attempt to
deny the charge ; he attempts to vilify the witnesses, he
attempts to vilify those he supposes to be his accusers, he
attempts to vilify the council ; he lags upon the accusation,
he mixes it with other accusations which had nothing to do
with it, and out of the whole he collects a resolution, to do
what ?to meet his adversary and defy him ? No ; that he will
not suffer him toappear before him : he says, “ I will not
sit at this board in the character of a criminal, nor do I ac-
knowledge the board to be my judges.”

He was not called upon to acknowledge them to be his judges:
both he and they were called upon to inquire into all corrup-
tions without exception; it was his duty not merely not to
traverse and oppose them while inquiring into acts of corrup-
tion, but he was bound to take an active part in it; that if they
had a mind to let such a thing sleep upon their records, it
was his duty to have brought forward the inquiry. They
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were not his judges, they were not his accusers; they were
his fellow-labourers in the inquiry ordered by the court of
directors, their masters, and by which inquiry he might be
purged of that corruption with which he stood charged.

He says, Nund Comar is a wretch, whom you all know
to be the basest of mankind. I believe they did not know
the man to be a wretch or the basest of mankind; butif he
was a wretch, and if he was the basest of mankind, if he was'
guilty of all the crimes with which we charge Mr. Hastings'
(not one of which was ever proved against him), if any
of your lordships were to have the misfortune to be before
this tribunal, before any inquest of the House of Commons, or-
any other inquest of this nation, would you "not say that itgweis
the greatest possible advantage to you that the man who accu-
sed you was a miscreant, the vilest and basest of mankind, by
the confession of all the world ? Do mankind really then think
that to be accused by men of honour, of weight, of character,
upon probable charges, is an advantage to them, and that to:
be accused by the basest of mankind is a disadvantage ? No;
give me, if ever I am to have accusers, miscreants, as he '
calls him—wretches, the-basest and vilest of mankind. The
board (says he) are my accusers ; if they were, it was their
duty ; but they were not his accusers, but were inquiring
into matters which it was equally his duty to inquire into.
He would not suffer' Nund Comar to be produced, he
would not suffer Nund Comar to be examined ; he rather
suffered suchan accusation to stand against his name and
character, than permit it to be inqﬁired into. Do I want any
other presumption of his guilt upon such an occasion that
such a conduct as this ? This man whom he calls a wretch,.
the basest and vilest of mankind, was undoubtedly by him-’
self, in the records of the Company, declared to be one of the-
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first men of that country, c¢verything that a subject cou'd be,
a person illastrious fornis birth, sacred with regard to his
caste, opulent in fortune, em’nent in situation, who had filled
the very first offices in that country; and that he was, added
to all this, 2 man of most acknowledged talents, and of such
a superiority as made the whole people of Bengal appear to
be an inferior race of beings compared to him : a man whose
outward appearance and demeanour used to cause reverence
and awe, and who at that time was near seventy years of age,
which, without any other title, generally demands respect from
mankind. And yet this man he calls the basest of mankind, a
name which no man is entitled to call another till he has proved
something :0 justify him in so doing and notwithstanding his
opulence, Lis high rank, station, and birth, he despises him and
will not suffer him to be heard as an accuser before him. I will
venture to -ay that Mr. Hastings in so doing, whether elevated
by philosophy or inflated by pride, is not like the rest of man-
kind. We do know that in all aecusations a great pan
of their we'ght and authority comes from the character, the
situation, the name, the description, the office, the dignity of
the persons who bring them- - mankind are so made - we cannot
resist this prejudice; and it has weight, and ever will have
prime facee weight, in all the tribunals in the world. If,
therefore, Raja Nund Comar was a man who (it is not
degrading to your lordships to say) was equal in rank,
according to the idea of his country, to any peer in
this House, as sacred as a bishop, of as much gravity and
authority -as a judge, and who was prime minister in the
country in which he lived; with what face can Mr. Hastings
call this man a wretch, and say that he will not suffer him
to be brought before him ? If inded, joined with such
circumstances, the accuser be a person of baa morais, then
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I admit those bad morals take away from their weight : but,
for a proof of that, you must have some other ground$ than
the charges and the railing of the culprit against hin.

I might say, that his passion is a proof of his guilt, and
there is an action which is more odious than the crimes he
attempts to cover, for ke has murdered this man by the hands
of Sir Elijah Impey ; and if his counsel should be unwise
enough to endeavour to detract from the credit of this man by
the pretended punishment to which he was brought, we will -
open that dreadful scene to your lordships ; and you will
see, that it does not detract from his credit, but brings an
eternal stain and dishonour upon the justice of Great Bri-
tain : I say nothing furthet of it. Ashe ‘stood there, as he
gave that evidence that day, the evidence was to be received ;
it stands good and is a record against Mr. Hastings, with the
addition, that he would not suffer it to be examined. He
railed at his colleagues. He says, if the charge was false they
were guilty of a libel. No. It might bhave been the effect of
conspiracy, it might be punished in another way ; but if it was
false, it was no libel. And all this is done to discountenance
inquiry, to bring odium upon his colleagues for doing their duty
and to prevent that inquiry which could. alone clear his
character, My, Hastings had himself forgotten the
character which he had given of ‘Nund Comar ; but he says,
that his colleagues were perfectly well acquainted with him,
and knew that he was a wretch, the basest of mankind.

But before I read to you the character which Mr. Hastings
gave of him when he recommended him to the presidency
(to succeed Mahomed Reza Khan), Iam to let your lordships
understand fully the purpose for whxch Mr. Hastmgs gave it,
Upon that occasion all the. counc1l whom he stated to he under
suspicion of being bought by Mahomed Reza Khan, all those -
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persons with one voice cried out against Nund Comar ; and as
Mr. Hastings was known to be of the faction the most opposite
to Nund Comar, they charged him with direct inconsistency
in raising Nund Comar to that exalted trust; a charge, which
Mr. Hastings could not repel any other way than by defend-
ing Nund Comar. The weight of their ob’ections chiefly lay
to Nund Comar’s political character ; his moral character
was not discussed in that proceeding. Mr. Hastings says,

“ The president does not take upon him to vindi-
cate the moral character of Nund Comar; his sentiments
of this man’s former political conduct are not unkown to
the court of aireptors, who, he is persuaded, will be more
inclined to attribute his present countenance of him te
motives of zeal and fidelity to the service, in repugnance
perhaps to his own inclinations, than to any predilection
in his favour. He is very well acquainted with most of
the facts alluded to in the minute of the majority, having
been a principal instrument in detecting them ; never-
theless he thinks it but justice to make a distinction between
the violation of a trust and an offence committed against
our government by a man who owed it no aliegiance, nor
was indebted to it for protection, but, on the contrary, was
the minister and actual servant of a master whose interest
naturally suggested that kind of policy which sought, by
foreign aids and the diminution of the power of the Com-
pany, to raise his own consequence and to re-establish his
authority. He has never been charged with any instance
of infidelity to the Nabob Mr. Jaffir, the constant tenor
of whose politics, from his first accession to the nizamat
till his death, corresponded in all points so exactly with
the artifices which were detected in his minister, that they
may be as fairly ascribed to the one as to the other; their
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immediate object was beyond q’uestion ithe aggrandizement
of the former, though the latter had ultimately an equal
interest in their success. The opinion which the Nabob
himself entertained of the services and of the fidelity of
Nund Comar, evidently apgftared in the distinguished
marks which he continued to show him of his favour and
confidence to the latest hour of his life. - s
His conduct in the succeeding administratiofl' appears
not only to have been dictated by the same principles,
but, if we may be allowed to speak favourably of any
measures which opposed the views of our own govern-
ment, and aimed at the support of an adverse interest,
surely it was not baly not culpuble, but even praise-
worthy. He endeavoured, as appears by the abstracts.
before us, to give consequence to his master, and to pave
the way to his independence, by obtaining a firman from
the king for his appointment to the subashxp, and he

opposed the promotion of Mahomed Reza Khan, because

he looked upon it as a supersession of the rights and
authority ,of the Nabob. He is now an absolute de-
pendent and subjeét of the Company, on’ whose favour he
must rest all his hope of future advancement.”

The character here given of him is that of an excellent
patriot, a character which your lordships in the several
situations which you enjoy, or to which you may be called,
will envy; the character of a servant who stuck to his
master against all foreign encroachments ; who stuck to
him to the last hour of his life, and had the dying testi-
mony of his master to his services.

. Could Sir John Clavering, could Colonel Monson, could
Mr. Francis know that this man, of Whom Mr Hastlngs
had given that exalted character upon the records of the

23 . 3



354 BURKZ'S SPECH IN THE TRIAL OF

Company, was the basest and vilest of mankind? No; they
ought to have esteemed him the contrary ; they knew him
to be 2 man of rank, they knew him to be a man perhaps o
the first capacity in the world ; and they knew that Mr.
Hastings had given this honeurable testimony of him on
the records of the Company, but a very little time before :
and there was no reason why they should think or know, as
he expressed it, that he was the basest and vilest of
mankind. From the account gherefore of Mr. Hastings
himself, he was a person competent to accuse, a witness £t
to be heard, and thatis all I contend for. Mr. Hastings
would not hgar him, he would not suffer the charge he
had produced to-be examined into.

It has been shown to your lordships, that Mr. Hastings
employed Nund Comar to inquire into the conduct, and
to be the principal manager of a prosecution against
Mahomed Reza Khan. Will you suffer this man to qualify
and disqualify witnesses and prosecutors agreeably to the
purposes which his own vengeance and corruption may
dictate in one case,and which the defence of those corrup-
tions may dictate in another ? Was Nund Comar a person
fit to be employed in the greatest and most sacred trusts in
the country, and yet not fit to be a witness to the sums of
money which he paid Mr. Hastings for those trusts? Was
Nund Comar a fit witness to be employed, and a fit person
to be used in the prosecution of Mahomed Reza Khan. and
yet not fit to be employed against Mr. Hastings, who him-
self had employed him in the very prosecution of Mahomed
Reza Khan ?

If Nund Comar was an enemy to Mr. Hastings, he was
an enemy to Mahomed Reza Khan; and Mr. Hastings
employed him avowedly and professedly on the records
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of the Company on account of the very qualification
of that enmity. Was he a wretch, the basest of mankind,
when opposed to Mr. Hastings? Was he not as much a
wretch, and as much the basest of mankind, when Mr.
Hastings employed him in the prosecution of the first
magistrate and Mahomedan of the first descent in Asia?
Mr. Hastings shall not qualify and disqualify men at his
pleasure : he must accept them such as they are ; and it is
a presumption of his guilt «accompanying the charge (which
I never will separate from it), that he would not suffer the
man to be produced, who made the accusation. And I
therefore contend, that,as the accusation was so made, so
witnessed, so detailed, so specific, and so “entered upon re-
.cord, in consequence of the inquiries ordered by the Com-
pany, his refusal and rejection of inquiry into it is a pre-
sumption of his guilt.

Heis full of his idea of dignity. It is rightfor every: -
man to preserve his dignity. - There is a dignity of station
which a man has in trust to preserve ; there is a dignity of
personal character, which every man by being made man
is bound to preserve. But you see, Mr. Hastings’s idea of
dignity has no connexion with integrity; it has no con-
nexion with honest fame ; it has no connexion with the
reputation which he is bound to preserve. What, my lords,
did he owe nothing to the Company that had appointed
him? Did he owe nothing t6 the legislature? Did he:
owe nothing to your lordships and to the House of Com=
mons, who had appointed him? Did he owe nothing to-
himself, to the country that bore him ? Did he owe nothing
to the world, as to its opinion, to which every public:man
owes a reputation ? What an example was here held out
to the Company's servants! .-
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Mr. Hastings says, this may come into a court of
astice : it will come into a court of justice ; I reserve my
efence on the occasion till it cowmes into a court of
astice, and here 1 make no opposition to it. To this I
nswer, that the Company did not order him so to reserve
.imself ; but ordered him 1o be an inquirer into those things.
5 it a lesson to be taught to the inferior servacts of the Com-
any, that provided they can escape our of a couri of justice
y the back deors and sallyports of the law, by artifice of
leading, by thosc strict and rigorous ruies of evidence which
ave been established for the protecuion of innocence, but
hich by them right be turned to the protection and suppor:
f guilt ; and that such an escape is enough for them? That
a Old Baiiey acquittal s enough to estabiish a fitness for
ust ; and if 2 maa shall go acquitted cut of such a court,
ecause the judges are bound to acquit him against the
onviction of their own opinion, wher every man i the
yarket-piace knovs that he is guilty—that he is ft for a oust ?
5 it a lesson to be held out to the servants of the Company,
1t upon the fist ingairy which is made into corruption,
nd that in the hizhest trust, by the persons authorized io
wquire into i, he uses all the powers of that irust o0 quash
oy viliyingy Lis colleagues, vilifying his  accuser, abusing
verybody, but never denying the charge 7 His associates and
olleasrues. asrenished at this conduct so wholly unlike every-
ing that nad ever appearcd of innocuence, request him to con-
der a little beder. They declare they are not ais accusers
sey tell him thoy are not his udges; that they. under the orders
i the Company, are making an inguiry, which he ought to
iake : he declares he will not make it. Being thus driven
s the wall, he says, Why do you not form yourselves into o
»mmittee 7 I won’t suffer these proceedings to go on as
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{ong as I am present. Mr. Hastings plainly had in view, that
if the proceedings had beén before a committee, there would
have been a doubt of their authenticity, as not being before a
regular board. And he contended, that there could be no
regular board without his own presence in it : a poor miserable
scheme for eluding this inquiry ; partly by saying that it was
carried on when he was not present, and partly by denying
the authority of this board.

I will have nothing to do with the great question that arose
upon the Governor-General’s resolution to dissolve a board,
whether the board’have ‘a right to sit afterwards ; it is enough
that Mr. Hastings would not suffer them as a' council to
examine into what as a council they were bound to examine
into. He absolutely declared the 'council dissolved, when
they did. not accept his committee ; for which they had
many good reasons, as 1 shall show in reply, if necessary,
and which he could have no one good reason for pro-
posing—he then declares the council dissolved. The
council, who did not think Mr. Hastings has a power to
dessolve them while proceeding in the discharge of their
duty, went on as a council : they called in Nund Comar
to support his charge ; Mr. Hastings withdrew. Nund Comar
‘was asked, what he had to say further in support of his own
evidence. Upon fwhich he produces a letter .from Muni
Begum, the dancing girl that I have spoken of, in which she
gives him directions and instructions relative to his conduct
in every part of those bribes ; by which it appears, that the
corrupt agreement of her office was made with Mr. Hastings
through Nund Comar, before he had quitted Calcutta : it
points out the execution of it, and the manner in which’ every
. part of the sum was paid ; one lac by herself in Calcutta ; one
lac which she ordered Nund Comar toiborrow, and which he



358 BURKE'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

did borrow ; and a lac and a half which were given to him,
Mr. Hastings, besides this purchase-money, under colour of
an entertainment. This letter was produced, translated, exa-
mined, criticised, proved to be sealed with the seal of the
Begum, acknowledged to have no marks but those of authenti-
city upon it ; and, as such, was entered upon the Company’s
records, confirming and supporting the evidence of Nund
Comar, part by part, and circumstance by circumstance. And
1 am to remark, that since this document, so delivered in, has
never been litigated or controvertéd in the truth of it, from
that day to this, by Mr. Hastings; so, if there was no
more testimony, here is enough upon this business. Your
lordships will 'rengark, that this charge consisted of two parts :
two lacs that were given explicitly for the corrupt purchase of
the office ; and one lac and a half given in reality for the same
purpose, but under the colour of what is called an entertain-
ment

Now in the course of these proceedings it was thought
necessary that Mr. Hastings’s banyan, Kanto Babu (a name
your lordships will be well acquainted with, and who was the
minister in this and all the other transactions of Mr. Hastings
should be called before the board to explain some circums-
tances in the proceedings. Mr. Hastings ordered his banyan,
a native pot to attend the sovereign board appointed by
parliament for the government of that country, and directed to
inquire into transactions of this nature. Ife thus taught the
natives not only to disobey the orders of the court of directors
enforced by an Act of Parliament, but he taught his own ser-
vant to disobey, and ordered him not to appear before the
board. Quarrels, duels, and other mischiefs arose. In short,
Mr. Hastings raised every power of heaven and of hell upon
this subject, but in vain - the inquiry went on.
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Mr. Hastings does not meet Nund Comar, he was afraid
of him ; but he was not negligent of his own defence, for
he flies to the supreme court of justice ; he there prosecuted
an inquiry against Nund Comar for a conspiracy. Failing
in that, he made other attempts, and disabled Nund Kumar
from appearing before the board by having him imprisoned,
and thus utterly crippled that part of the prosecution against
~him. But as guilt is never able thoroughly to escape, it did
. 50 happen that the council finding monstrous deficiencies in
the Begum’s affairs,—finding the Nawab’s allowance totally
squandered, that the most sacred pensions were left unpaid,
that nothing but disorder and confusion reigned in all his
affairs, that the Nabob’s education was. neglected, that
he could scarcely read or write, that there was scarcely any
mark of a man left in him, except those which nature had at
first imprinted,—I say, all these abuses being produced in a
body before them, they thought it necessary to send up to in-
quire into them. And a considerable deficiency or embezzle~
ment appearing in the Muni Begum’s account of the young
Nabob’s stipend, she voluntarily declared, by a writing under
her seal, that she had given [15,000 to Mr. Hastings for an
entertainment.

Mr. Hastings, finding that the charge must come fully
against him, contrived a plan (which your lordships will see the
effects of presently), and this was to confound this lac and a
half, or £15,000, with the two lacs given directly and specifi-
cally as a bribe; intending to avail himself of this finesse
whenever any payment was to be proved of the two lacs, which
he knew would be proved against him, and which he never
did deny : and accordingly your lordships will find some con-
fusion in’ the proofs of the payment of those sums. The re-
ceipt of fwo lacs is proved by Nund Comar, proved with all
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the means of detection whivii I have stated | the receing of the
lac and a half is ~-oued by Vi Berums Povoer, the au-

thenticitv of which was estabusned and sever deme? v Mr,
Hastings. Inadditmn o these proefs, Rata {lama Des, who
had the manazemen® of tre Nabob's ireasiry, ve-bal'y gave
an account perfectly correspondiag with thar of N Comar
and Muni Begum's letier; and be sfperaands 20 on wrmmg
an attestation, which in every pownt arecs coreeerly woth
the oth-rs.  So thet there are turee v eewes wmon  this
business. And he =b"' not d &bt Ra . fure Das,
because, whatever coarscter he trought o . wax Nead
Comar, he has given the bext of chacacters th Koo (1otw Lias,
who was employed by 3 Ilastings in ocows  ns

and thcrefore any objecisrg ta bis  compet.re
Haviry oot thas far, the on'v thing that rewr: 4 wogin om
amine the records of the public wifices, and - w i w s anv
trace of ‘hese transacuons was o e found tnere. & owe o ws
had beea thrown i conlasion in the manper v 0 o hear
but upon wrict inguiw there was a shemastr.  or bilce
paper, -rotuced, from which 't appears tia: che oiiicer
of the treasury, having brought to the Naocbh an . .count
of one 'ac and a half which he said had been 5 a0
Mr. Hastings, desired to know from him ander which
nead of expense it should be entered; ant rhat he, the
Nabob, desired him to put it under the bead ot ex-
enses for entertaining Mr. Hastings. If there had been
. head of entertainment established, as a regular affair, the
flicer would never have gone to the Nawab and asked under
‘hat name to enter it ; but he found an irregul;ir affair, ami he
id not know what head to put it under. And from the
hole of the proceedings it appears, that three lacs and a  half
ere paid,—two lacs by way of bribe, one lac and a half under
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the colour of an entertainment. Mr. Hastings endeavours to
invalidate the first obliquely, not directly, for he never directly
denied it: and he partly admits the second, in hopes that all
the proof of payment of the first charge should be merged
and confounded in the second. And therefore your lordships
will see from the beginning of that business till it came
into the hands of Mr. Smith, his agent, then appearing in
the name and character of agent and solicitor to the Com-
pany, that this was done to glve some appearance and colour to
it by a false representatlon, as your lordships will see, of every
part of the transactions.

The proof then of the two lacsrests upon the evidence of
Nund Comar, the letter of Muni Begum, and the evidence of
Raja Guru Das. The evidence of the lac and a half by way of
entertainment, was at first the same ; and afterwards begins a
series of proofs to which Mr. Hastings has himself helped us.
For inthe first place he produces this office paper in support
of his attemnpt to establish the confusion between the payment
-of the two lacs and of the lac and a half. He did not him-
self deny that he received a lac and a half, because with res-
pect to that lac and a half he had founded some principle of
justification, Accbrdingly this office paper asserts and proves
this lac and a half to have been given, in addition to the other
proofs. Then Muni Begum hetself is inquired of. There is
a Commission appointed to go up to her residence ; and the
fact is proved to the satisfaction of Mr. Goring, the commis-
sioner. The Begum had put a paper of accounts, thrdugh her
son, into his hands, which shall be given at your lordships’
bar, in which she expressly said that she gave Mr. Hastings'a
lac and a half for entertainment. But Mr. Hastings objects to

~Mr. Goring’s evidence upon this occasion. He wanted to
’ supersede Mr. Goring in the inquiry ; and he accordingly

o
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appoints, with the consent of the counci!, two creatures of his
own to go and assist in that inquiry. The question which he
directs these commissioners to put to Muni Begam is this :—
“Was the sum of money charged by you to be given to Mr.
Hastings, given under an idea of entertainment, customary, or
upon what other ground, or for what other reason ?” He also
desires the following questions may be proposed to the
Begum :—*“Was any application made to you for the account
which you have delivered of three lacs and a half of rupees,
said to have been paid to the Governor and Mr. Middleton ;
or did you deliver the account of your own free will and
unsolicited 7’

My lords, you see that with regard to the whole three lacs
and a half of rupees the Begum had given an account which
tended to confirm the payment of them ; but Mr. Hastings
wanted to invalidate that account by supposing she gave it
under restraint. The second question is —“In what manner
was the application made to you, and by whom:” 3ut the
principal question is this, “On what account was the one lac
and a half given to the Governor-General, which you have laid
to his account 2 Was 't in consequence of any requisition
from him, or of any previous agreement, or of any established
usage ?’” When a man asks concerning a sum of money
charged to be given i0 him by another persum, on what
account it was given, he does indirectly admit tha: that money
actually was paid, and wants to derive a justification from the
mode of the payment of it ; and accordingly that inference was
drawn from the question so sent up, and it served as an ins-
truction to Muni Begam ; and her answer was that it was given
to him as an ancient usage and custom, for an entertainment,
So that tae fact of the gift of the money is asceriained by the
gaestion put by Mr., Hastings to her, and her answer. And
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thus at last comes his accomplice in this business, and gives.
the fullest testimony to the lac and a half.

I must beg leave, before I go further, to state the circum-
stances of the several witnesses examined upon this business..
They were of two kinds : voluntary witnesses, and accomplices.
forced by inquiry and examination to discover their own guilt.
Of the first kind were Nund Comar and Raja Guru Das; these
were the only two that can be said .to be voluntary in the
business, and who gave their information without much fear,.
_though the last unwillin.gly and with a full sense of the danger
of doing it. ’ ) :

The other was the evidence of his accomplice, Muni:
Begum, wrung from her by the force. of truth, in which
she confessed that she gave the lac and a half and justifies-
it upon the ground of its being a customary entertain-
ment. Besides this, there is the evidence of Chittendur,.
who was one of Mr, Hastings’s instruments, and one of
the Begum’s servants. He, being prepared to confound
the two lacs with the one lac and a half, saysupon his exa--
mination, that a lac and a half was given ; but upon examining
into the particulars of it, he proves that the sum he gave was
two lacs, and not a lac and a half ; for he says, that there was-
a dispute about the other half lac. Nund Comar demanded
interest, which the Begum was unwilling to allow,.and conse-
quently that half lac remained unpaid. Now this half lac can
be no part of the lac and a half, which is admitted on all
hands, and proved by the whole body of concurrent testimony,
to have been given to Mr. Hastings in one lumping sum. When
Chittendur endeavours to confound it with the lac and a half,
he clearly establishes the fact that it was a parcel of the two-
lacs ; and thus bears evidence, in aftempting to prevaricate in
favour of Mr. Hastings, that one lac and a half was paid,.

-
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which Mr, Hastings i willny oo allow; bur whea he enters
into the particulars 6f 1, Se Droeos Gy e subdvelor of the
payment, and by the pospayzoer: of -t ob it thal it accords
with the twe lacs, and not with the lac an? o half,

There are ciher cirCumaslrncss In these accousis o shily
auxiliary o this ovidence. The we snd a balt vas ot onl

o,
Ja

attested ?)}' Kaja Guiu Das, 3% e thepum, by Chi wlar, by
the Begum aguin vpor Mr. Hastiz gs's own question, §airealy
admitted by Mr. Hast'ngs, prewd by she ondess o, o be
wrritten off t¢ expense (such a body o proof 2s pere s never
existed); bur there is one preof still rernainicy, nomely, 2
paper which was produced befcre the cotimitice. sl which
we shall prodace to, your lordships. It s ac autnen > paper
acted

delivered in favour of Mr. Hastings by Jajor Sce, wh
a¢ that time as Mr. Hastings's agent to a commives of the

Fouse of Commons, and awtheaticated 0 come irm Mun

Begum herse!? Al tins bedy of eviionee we mesn o pridace

and we shall prove, first, that v recebved tie tvo s, snd

secondly, tzar he received one la and 3 hall woder toe name
of entertainment.  With regard o the e and a lwlf, Mr
Hastings is so far from contrevening it vven indirectly, that
he is obliged to establisu it by wstizonies produccd by bum
self, in ordzr to sink in that, ¥ he cin, fae two lavs, + 2 ¢k ne
thinks he s not able to just¥y, bu. which he fea - wil be
proved aganst him. The lac and = half, 1 do belicve, he will
not be advised to contest, but wheirer he is or ro we shall
load him with it ; we shall prove it beyond ali douli But
there are other circumstances farther auxiliary in this
business, which from the very attempis to conceal it prove
beyond doubt the fraudulent and wicked nature of the
transaction. In the account given by the Begum, a lac
which is for Mr. Hastings's entertainment is entered n a
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suspicious neighbouthood ; for there is there entered a lac of
rupees paid for the subhadari sanads to the Mogul through
the Raja Shitab Ray. Upon looking into the account, and
comparing it with another paper produced, the first thing
we find is, that this woman charges the sum paid, to be a sum
due ; and then she charges this one lac to haveSXen paid
when the Mogul was in the hands of the Marhattas, when alk
communication with him was stopped, and when Raja Shitab
Ray, who is supposed to have paid it, was under confinement
in the hands of Mr. Hastings. "Thus she endeavours to con-.
ceal the lac of rupees paid to Mr. Hastings.

In order to make this transaction, which, thopgh not in itself
intriCate, is in"some degree made so by Mr. Hastings, clear
to your lordships, we pledge ourselves to give to your lord-
ships, what must be a great advantage tofthe culprit himself, a
syllabus—the heads of all this charge, and of the proofs them-
selves, with their references; to show how far the proof goes to-
the two lacs, and then to the one lac and a half singly : this we
shall put in writing, that you may not depend upon the fugi-
tive memory of a thing not so well, perhaps, or powerfully,
expressed as it ought to be ; and in order to give every advant-
age to the defendant, and to give every facility to your lord-
ships’ judgment ; and this will, I believe, be thought a clear
and fair way of proceeding. Your lordships will then judge
whether Mr. Hastings’s conduct at the time—his resisting an in-
quiry, preventing his servant appearing as an evidence, dis-
countenancing and discouraging his colleagues, raising evéry
obstruction to the prosecution, dissolving the council, prevent-
ing evidence, and destroying it as far as lay in his power by
collatteral means—be not also such presumptive proofs.as give-
double force to all the positive proof we produce against' him.

. The lac and a half, I know, he means to''support upon

.
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the custom of entertainment ; and your lordships will judge
whether or not a man, who was ordered 2nd had covenaated
never to take more than {400, could take [£16,000 under
colour of an entertainment. That which he intends ‘o produce
as a justification we charge, and your lordships and the world
will think, to be the heaviest aggravation of his crime. Aad
after explaining to your lordships the circumstances under
which this justification is made, and leaving a just impression
of them upon your minds, I shall beg your lordship’s
indulgence to finish this member of the business to-morrow.

It is stated and entered in the account, that an eatertain-
ment was provided for Mr. Hastings at the rate of {2000 2
day. He staid at Murshidabad for necar three months ; and
thus you see that visits from Mr. Hastings are pretty expen-
sive things: it is at the rate of £73,000 a year for his
entertainment. We find that Mr. Middleton, an Xnglish
gentleman who was with him, received likewise, whether under
the same pretence I know not, and it does not signify, znother
sum equal to it ; and, if these two gentlemen had staid in that
country a year, their several allowances would have been
£146,000 out of the Nabob's allowance of 160,000 2 year :
they would have eat up nearly the whole of it. And do you
wonder, my lords, that such guests and such hosts are
difficult to be divided ? Do you wonder, that such visits,
when so well paid for'and well provided for, were nzturaily
long ? There is hardly a prince in Europe who would
give ,to another prince of Europe from his royal hospitality
what was given upon this occasion to Mr. Hastings.

Let us now see what was Mr. Hastings's business during
this long protracted visit. First, he tells you that he came
there to reduce all the state and dignity of the Nzbob.
He tells you that he felt no compunction in reducing that
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state ; that the elephants, the men'agerie, the stables, all went
without mercy, and consequently all the persons concerned in
them were dismissed also. When he came to the abolition of
‘the pensions, he says, “I proceeded with great pain from the
Teflection, that I was the instrument in depriving whole
families, all at once, of their bread, and reducing them to a
“state of penury ; convinced of the necessity of the measure, I
-endeavoured to execute it with great impartiality.” Here he
-states the work he was employed in when he took this two
‘hundred pounds a day for his own pay. “It was necessary to
‘begin with reforming the useless servants of the court, and
tetrenching the idle pirade of elephants, menageries, &.,
which loaded the civil list. This cost little regret in perform-
ing ; but the resident, who took upon himself the chief share
in _this business, acknowledges that he suffered considerably
‘in his feelings when he came to touch on the pension list.
Some hundreds of persons of the ancient nobility of the
country, excluded, under our government, from almost all
-employments, _ civil or military, had ever since the revolution
depended on the bounty of the Nabob ; and near ten lacs were
bestowed that way. It is not that the distribution was always
made with judgment or impartial, and much room was left
for a reform ; but when the question was to cut off entirely the
greatest part, it could not fail to be accompanied with circum-
stances of real distress. The resident declares, that even with
'some of the highest rank he could not avoid discovering,
under all the pride of eastern manners, the manifest marks of
penury and want. There was, however, no room left for
hesitation ; to confine the Nabob's expenses within the limited
‘sum, it was necessary that pensions should be set aside.”
Hei"e, my lords, is 2 man sent to execute one of the most
dreadful offices that was ever executed by man, to cut off, as

- .
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he savs Mimself, witin 1 bic o ng beart e only remaining
allowance made 0l aendreds o the decayed wobiity and
geniry of a great ingdoms, drven by o guvernment from the
offices upon wiuch they cxisted. In this momeat of anxiety
and afiicton, witen, bc says, he fell pais and veas cut to the
heart to du i, ac tais very momeat when e was iurning over
fourteen hundred of the ancient nobiliy and gentry of this
counlry ‘o downsigal want ot bread, just at taat moment.
while hie was doing this act, aad  fecling ihis act in this
manner, irom the coliccted morsels forced from the mouth of
that indigent and famoshel wol.lty he gorged wis own raven-
ous maw with an alowance of £2co a day for h's enterain-
meni.  As we sce kimt i this business, tus man is unlise any
other © Le .3 alsy hover corrupt but he is crue ;) he never dines
withou! sicatiiny & taziine , he does not take fiom the iuose
supert afyy w1 elineia?  greatness, but fans wpon the indigent,

e oppressed, zuwd cuined @ he takes w o bimscil  doubie

—

wide wndl i eddiiass tiem. His is walice e goserous
rapacily O My nowic cagle, WRO Preys umos s iving,
strugelag, relictea  ogual vietdm ; his s Lo thao of the
avenows vulivre, wau fals wpon the decayed, the sickly,
the dying and e Jdead, and only anticipates natare in the
lestruction of s object.  hiis cruelty s Jeyoud hLis corrup-
ion @ buai tacre '8 sameihing ta his hypocrwsy waich s taore
erriblc Jdian nis cracelly ; for at the very nme when with
louble and anspaiag bands he cxecules & pouscriplon, and
weeps Off e tuod Of aundieds of the nubiiy <l SUnliy Of &
sreat countey, his cyes overdow with tears § and w¢ tuns the
recious baun teat biceds from wounded ubaes.,, and is it
yest medicine, G0 MAlal, ranCorous, mone poison o the
\uEEan 1ace.

Yoa have seen, wial when he takes Lz2co a day- for

-
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his entertainment, he tells you that in this very act heis
starving. fourteen hundred of the ancient nobility and gentry.
My lords, you.have the blood of nobles, if-not you have the
blood of men in your veins; you feel as nobles, you feel ‘as
men. What would you say to a cruel Mogul exacter, by whom .
after having been driven from your estates, driven from the
noble offices, civil and military, which you hold, driven from
your bishoprics, driven from your places at court, driven from
your offices, as judges, and after having been reduced:to a
miserable flock of pensioners, your very pensions were at last
wrested from your mouths ; and who, though at the very time
when those pensions were wrested from you he declares them
to have been the only bread of a miserable detayed nobility,
takes himself ,£200 a day for his entertainment, and continues
it till it amounts to £16,000 ? I do think that of all the corrup-
tions which*he has not owned, but has not denied, or of those
which he does in effect own, and of which he brings forward
the evidence himself, the taking and claiming under colour of
an entertainment is ten times the most nefarious. ]

I shall this day only further trouble your lordships to ob- .
serve that he has never directly denied this transaction. I
have tumbled over the records, I have looked at every pait-toj-
see whether he denies it ; he did not deny it at the time, he
did not deny it to the court of directors ; on the contrary, he
did in effect acknowledge it, when without directly acknow-
ledging it he promised them a full and liberal explanation of
the whole transaction. He never did give that explanation.
Parliament took up the business ; this matter was reported at
the end of the eleventh report. But, though the House of
Commons had thus reported it, and made that public which
before was upon the Company’s records, he took no notice
of it. Then another occasion arises: he comes before

L 2 24
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the House of Commons; he knows he is about to be prose-
cuted for these very corruptions ; he weil knows these charges
exist against him ; he makes his defence (if he will allow it to
be his defence®; but though thus driven he did not there deny
it because he knew that, if he had denied it, it could be proved
against him. 1 desire your lordships will look at that paper
which we have given in evidence, and see if you find a word of
denial of it; there is much discourse, much folly. much
insclence, but not one word of denial. Then, at last, it came
before this tribunal agzinst him. I desire to refer your lord
ships to that part of his defence, to the article in which this
bribe is specially charged ; he does not denyit there; the
only thing which looks like a denial is one sweeping clause
ingerted (in order 0 put us upon the proof), that all the
charges are to be conceived as denied ; but a specific den’a!
to this specific charge. in no stage of the business from begin-
ning to end, has ke once made - and, therefore, here T close
that part of the charge which relates to the business of Nund
Corthar. VYour lordships will see such a body of presumptive
proof, and jositive proof, as never was given yet of any secret
carrupt act of bribery , and there I leave it with your lordship’s
justice.

1 beg pardon for having detained you so long; but your
lordships will be so good as to observe that no business ever
wis covered with more folds of iniquitous artifice than this
which is now broaght before you.




SATURDAY, 25TH APRIL, 1789,

OYen
)

Remarks oN ‘MR. HaSTING’'S DEFENCE.

My Lorps,—When I last had ‘the honour of addressing
your lordships, I endeavoured to state with as much perspi-
cuity as the nature of an ifitricate affair would admit, and as
largely as in so intricate an affair ‘was consistent with the
brevity which I endeavoured to preserve, the proofs which had
been adduced against Warren Hastings upon an inquiry,
instituted by an order of ‘the court bf dxrectors, into* the cox-
rupthn and peculation of persons in authority in India. My
lords, I have endeavoured to show you by anterior presumptive
proofs, drawn from the nature and circumstances of the acts

" themselves inferring guilt, that such actions apd such conduect
oould be referrible only to one cause, namely, corruption. 1
endeavoured to show youw, afterwards, my lords, what the
specific nature and extent of the ecorruption was, as far as it
conld be fully proved; and lastly, the great satisfactory
prés‘ufpption, which attended the inguiry with regard 4o Mr.
Ha&.;tixigs ; namély, that eontrary to law, contrary to his duty,
.conttary to what js owed by innocence to itself, Mr. Hastings
resisted that inquiry, and employed all the power of his office
te prévent the exercise of it, either in himself or in others.—
These presumptions and these proofs will be brought before
your lordships, distinctly and in order, at the end of this
.opening.

The next point on which I thought it necessary to proceed
was relative to the presumptions which his subsequent eonduct
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gave with regard to his guilt : because, my lords, his uniform
tenor of conduct, such as must attend guilt, both in the act, at
the time of the inquiry, and subsequent to it, will form such a
body of satisfaciory evidence as, I believe, the human mind
is not made to resist. My lords, there is another reason why
I choose to enter into the presumptions drawn from his
conduct at the fact, taking his conduct in two parts, if it may
be so expressed, omission and commission, in order that your
lordships should more fully enter, into the consequences of
this system of bribery.—But, before I say anything upon that,
1 wish your lordships to be apprized, that the Commons, in
bringing this bribe of three lacs and a half before your lord-
ships, do not wish by any means to have it understood that
this is the whole of the bribe that was received by Mr. Hastings
in consequence of delivering up the whole management of the
government of the country to that improper person whom he
nominated for it.

My lords, from the proofs that will be adduced betore you,
there is great probability that he received very nearly
A1oocco « there is positive proof of his receiving £59,c00
and we have chosen only to charge him with that, of which
there is such an accumulated body of proof as to leave a0
doubt upon the minds of your lordships. All this I say,
because we are perfectly apprized of the sentiments of the
public upon this point; when they hear of the enormity oi
Indian peculation, when they see the acts done, and compare
them with the bribes received, the acts seems so enormous,
and the bribes comparatively so small, thai they can hardly be
got to attribute them to that motive. What I mean to state is
this, that from a collective view of the subject your lordships
will be able to judge that enormous offences have been com-
mitted, and that the bribe which we have given in proof is a
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specimen of the nature and extent of those :enormous bribes,
which extend to much greater sums than we are able to prove
before you in the manner your lordships would like and
expect. . ’

I have already remarked to your lordships, that after this
charge was brought and recorded before the council, in spite
of the resistance made by Mr, Hastings, in which he employed
all the power and authority of his station, and the whole body
of his partisans and associates in iniquity dispersed through
every part of these provinces,~—after he had taken all these
steps, finding himself pressed by the proof and pressed by the
presumption of his resistance to the.inquiry, he did think it
necessary to make something like a defence. ;\ccordingly he
‘has made what he calls a justification, which. did .not consist
in the denial of that fact, or any explanation of it. The mode
he took for his defence was abuse of his. colleagues, abuse of
the witnesses, and of every person who in the execution of his
duty was inquiring into the fact; and charging them with
things which if true were by no means sufficient to support
him, either in defending the acts themselves, or in the criminal
means he used to prevent inquiry into them. His design was
to mislead their minds, and to carry them from accusation and
the proof of it. With respect to the' passion, violence, and
intemperate heat, with which he charged them, they were
proceeding in an orderly, regular manner ;'and if on any

~Occasion they seem.to break out into warmth, it was in conse-
.quence of that resistance which he made to them in what,
your lordships I believe will agree with them in thinking, was
one of the most important -parts of their functions, If they .
had been ‘intemperate in their conduct, if they had been
violent, passionate, prejudiced against him, it afforded him
only a better means of making his defence ; because, though

~
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in a rational and judicious mind, the intemperate conduct ©
the accuser certainly proves nothing with regard to the trutn
~r falsehood of his accusation, yet we do know tha: the minds
of men are 50 constituted, that an improper mode of con-
fucting a right thing does form some degree of prejudice
azainst it. Mr, Hastings, therefore, unabie to defend himse
upon priociple, has resorted as much as he possibly could to
prejudice. And at the same titne that there is not one word
or denial, or the least attempt at a refutation of the charge, he
has loaded the records withtall manner of minutes, proceed-
ings, and letters relative to everything but the fact itself.
The great aim of his policy, both then, before, and ever since,
223 been to divert.the mind of the auditory, or the persens to
whom he addressed himself, from the nature of his cause, to
some collgteral circumstance relative to it~—a policy to vwhich
bz has always had recourse ; but that trick, the fast resource
ot despairing guilt, I trost will now completely fail him.

Mr. Hastings, however, began to be pretty sensible that
this way of proceeding had a very unpromising and untoward
look ; for which reason he next declared, that he reserved his
defence for fear of a legal prosecution : and that some time or
ather he would give a large and liberal explanation to the
court of directors, to whom he was answerable for his conduct,
of his refusing to suffer the inquiry to yproceed, —of his
omitting to give them satisfaction at the time,  -of his omitting
1o take any one natural step that an innocexzt man wouid have
taken upon such an occasion. Under this promise he has
remained from that time to the time you se¢ him at your bar,
and he has neither denied, exculpated, explained, or apolo-
zzed for his conduct in any one single instance. \While he
accuses the intemperance of his adversaries, he shows a degree
~t emperance in himself, which always attends guilt in
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despair ; for struggling guilt may be warm, but guilt that is
desperate has nothing to do but to submit to the consequences
of it, to bear the infamy annexed to its situation, and to try to
find some consolation in the effects of guilt with regard to
private fortune, for the scandal it brings them into in publlc
reputation. After the business had ended in India, the causes
why he should have given the explanation grew stronger and
stronger ; for not only the charges exhibited against him were
weighty; but the manner i which he was called upen to
enquire into them was such as would undoubtedly tend tp stir
the mind of a man of character, to rouse him to some consi-
deration of himself, and to a sense of the necessity of his
defence. He was goaded to make this defence by the.. words
1 shall read to your lordships from Sir John Clavering.

“In the late proceediﬁgs of the revenue board it will appear,
that there is no species of peculation from which the honourable
Governor-General has thought it reasonable to abstain.”. He
further says, in dnswer to Mr. Hastings, ‘“The malicious view
with which this innuendo (an innuendo of Mr. Hastings) is
thrown out, is -only worthy of a man who, having disgraced
himself in the eyes of every man of honour both in Asia and
in Europe, and having no imputation to lay to our charge, has
dared to attempt in the dark what malice itself could not find
grounds to aim at openly.” '

These are the charges which were made upon him—not
loosely in the heat of conversation, but deliberately in writing
entered upon record, and sent to his employers, the court of
directors,—those whom the law had set over him, andto
whose judgment and opinion he was responsible. Do your
lordships believe that it was conscious innocence that made
him endure such reproaches, so recorded, from his own col-
league ?  Was it conscious innocence - that made him abandon
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his defence, renounce his explanation, and bear all this
calumny, if it was calumny, in such a manner without making
any one attempt to refute it 7 Your lordships wiil see by this
and by other minutes, with which the books are filled, that
Mr. Hastings is charged quite to the brim with corruptions of
all sorts, and covered with every mode of possible disgrace ;
for there is something so base and contemptible in the crimes
of peculation and bribery, that when they come to be urged
home and strongly against a man, as here they are urged,
nothing but a consciousness of guilt can possibly make a
person so charged support himself under them. Mr. Hastings
considered himself as he has stated, to be under the necessity
of bearing them. ‘What is that necessity? Guilt. Could he
say that Sir John Clavering (for I say nothing now of Colonel
Monson and Mr. Francis, who were joined with him) was a
man weak and contemptible ? I believe there are those among
your lordships who remember that Sir John Clavering was
known before he went abroad, and better known by his con-
duct after, to be & man of the most distinguished honour that
ever served his Majesty ; he served his Majesty in a military
situation for many years, and afterwards in that high civil
situation in India. It is known, that through every step and
gradation of a high military service until he arrived at the
highest of all, there never was the least blot upon him, or
doubt or suspicion of his character ; that his temper, for the
most part, and his manners were fully answerable to his
virtues, and a noble ornament to them ; that he was one of the
best natured, best bred men, as well as one of the highest
principled men, to be found in his Majesty’s service ; that he
had passed the middle time of life, and come to an age which
makes men wise in general ; so that he could be warmed by
nothing but that noble indignation at guilt, which is the lzst
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thing that ever was or will be extinguished in a virtuous mind.
He was a man whose voice was rot to be despiséd ; butif his
character had been personally as contemptible as it was meri-
torious and honourable in every respect, yet his situation as a
commissioner, named by an Act of Parliament for the express
purpose of reforming India, gave him a weight and conse-
quence that could not suffer Mr. Hastings, without a general
and strong presumption of his guilt, to acquiesce in such
recorded minutes from him. But if he had been a weak, if
he had been an intemperate man,—in reality he was as cool,
steady, temperate, judicious a man as ever was born,—the
court of directors, to whom Mr. Hastings was- responsible by
every tie and every principle, and was’made responsible at
- last by a positive Act of Parliament, obliging him to yield
obedience to their commands as the general rule of his duty,—
the court of directors, I say, perfectly approved of every part
of General Clavering’s, Colonel Monson’s, and Mr. Francis’s
conduct ; they approved of this inquiry, which Mr, Hastings
rejected, and they have declared, “That the powers and ins-
tructions vested ,in and given *to General Clavering and
the other gentlemen were such as fully authorized them
in every inquiry, that seems to have been their object*
* % % ¥ ¥ * TFyropeans.” )

Now after the supremet authority, to which they were to
appeal in all their disputes, had passed this judgment upon this
very inquiry, the matter no longer depended upon Mr. Has-
tings’s opinion 3 nor could he be longer justified in attributing
that to evil motives either of malice or'passion in his colleagues.
When the judges, who were finally to determine who was
malicious, who was passionate, who was or was not justified,
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either in setting on foot the inquiry or resisting it, had passed
that judgment, then Mr. Hastings was called upon by all the
feelings of a man, and by his duty in council, to give satis-
faction to his masters, the directors, who approved ef the zeal
and diligence shown in that very inquiry, the passion of which
he only reprobated, and upon which he grounded his justifica-
tion.

If anything but conscious guilt could bave possibly
influenced him to sach more ghan patience under this
accusation, let us see what was his conduct when the scene
was changed. General Clavering, fatigued and broken down
by the miseries.of his sunation, soon afterwards lost a very
able and affectiorate colieague, Colonel Monson (whom Mr.
Hastin’gs states to be one of the bitterest of his accusers), a
man one of the most loved and honoured of his time, 2 person
of your lordships’ noble blood, 2nrd a person who did honour
to it, and if he had been of the family of a commoner, well
deserved to be raised to your distinction. When that man
died—died of a broken heart, to say nothing else—and
General Clavering felt himself in a manner without help,
except what he derived from the firmness, assiduity, and
patience of Mr. Fragcis, sinking like himself under the exer-
tion of thejr own virtues, he was resolved to resign his employ-
ment. The court of directors were so alarmed at this attempt
ot his to resign his employment, that they wrote thus : “When
you conceived the design of quitting our service, we imagine
you could not have heard of the reslgnation of Mr. Hastings®
© ¥ R % 9 your zeal and ability.”

My lords, in this struggle, and before he could resign
finally, another kind of resignation, the resignation of nature,
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took place, and Sir John Clavering died. The character that
was given Sir John Clavering at that time is a seal to the-
whole of his proceedings, and the use that I shall make of it:
your lordships will see presently, “The abilities of General
Clavering, comprehensive knowledge he had attained of
our. affajrsk, * * * ¥ ¥ & g % (g the East-India -
Company.”

And never had it a greater loss. There is the concluding
funeral oration made by his masters upon a strict, though by no
means partial, view of his conduct, My lords, here is the man
who ig the great accuser of Mr. Hastings, as he says: what
is he ? a slight man, a man of mean situation, a man of mean
. talents, a man of meab character? Noj; “of the high e
character. Was he a persomn whose conduct was disapproved by
their. common supe}iors ? No; it was approved when living,
and ratified when dead. This was the man, a man equal
to him in every respect, upon the supposed evil motives of
whom alone was founded the sole justification of Mr, Hastings.

But, be it then, that Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monson,
and Mr. Francis, were all of them the evil-minded persons
that he describes them to be ; and that from dislike to them,
from a kind of manly resentment, if you please, against such .
persons, a hatred against malicious proceedings, and a .defi--
. ance of them, he did not think proper, as he sta\tes, to make
his defence during that period of time, and while oppressed
by that combination; yet when he got rid of the two former
persons, and when Mr. Francis was nothing, when the whole
majority was in his hand, and he was in full power, there wa
a large, open, full field for inquiry; and he was bound to
reinstitute that inquiry, and to clear his character before his
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judges and before his masters. Mr. Hastings says, No; they
have threatened me with a prosecution, and 1 reserve myself
for a court of justice.

Mr. Hastings has now at length taken a ground, as you
will see from all his writings, which makes all explanation of
his conduct in this business absolutely impossible. For, in
the first place, he says, as a prosecution is meditated against
me, I will say nothing in explanation of my conduct, because
I might disclose my defence, and by that means do myself a
prejudice. On the other hand when the prosecution is
dropped, as we all know it was dropped in this case, then he
has a direct contrary reason, but it serves him just as well.
Why, as no p}osqcution is intended, no defence need be
made : so that, whether a prosecution is intended or a prose-
cution dropped, there isalways cause why Mr. Hastings
should not give the court of directors the least satisfaction
concerning his conduct, notwithstanding, as we shall prove,
he has reiteratedly promised, and promised it in the most
ample and liberal manner. But let us see if there be any
presumption in his favour to rebut the presumption, which he
knew was irresistible, and which by making no defence for his
conduct, and stopping the inquiry, must necessarily lie upon
him. He reserves his defence, but he promises both defence
and explanation.

Your lordships will remark, that there is nowhere a clear
and positive denial of the fact. Promising a defence, I will
admit, does not directly and ex vi fermin: suppose that a man
may not deny the fact, because it is just compatible with the
defence, but it does by no means exclude the admission of
the fact, because the admission of the fact may be attended
with a justification ; but when a man says that he will explain
his conduct with regard to a fact, then he admits that fact,
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because there can be ‘no explanation of a fact which has:
no existence. Therefore Mr. Hastings admits the fact
by promising an explanation, and he shows he has no-
explanation or justification to give by never having given -it.
Goaded, provoked and- called upon for it in the manner I
have mentioned, he chooses to have a feast of disgrace; if I
may say so ; to have a riot of infamy served up to him day by
day for a course of years in every species of reproach that
cduld be given by his colleagues and by the court of directors,
from whom, he says, ‘I received nothing but opprobrious
and disgraceful epithets,” and he says, that his predecessors
possessed more of their confidence than he had..

Yet for years he lay down in that sty of-disgrace, fattening
init; feeding upon that offal of disgrace and excrement, upon
everything that could be disgustful to the human mind, rather-
than deny the fact and put himself upon a’civil justification.
Infamy was never incurred for nothing. We know very well
what was said formerly,

“Populus me sibilat ; at mihi plaudo -
Ipse domi, simul ac nummos contemplor in arca.”

And never did a man submit to .infamy for anything but
its true reward, money. Money he received, the infamy he
received along with it ; he wdas glad to take his wife with all
her goods ; he took her with her full portion—with every
species of infamy that belonged to her ; and your lordships
cannot resist the opinion, that he would not have suffered.
himself to be disgraced with the court of directors, disgraced
with his colleagues, disgraced with the world, disgraced upon -
an eternal record, unless he was absolutely guilty of the fact
that was charged upon him.

He frequently expresses, that he reserves hlmself for a.
court of justice, Does he, my lords? I am sorry that Mr.
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Hastings should show that he always mistakes his situation ;
he has totally mistaken it . he was a servant bound w0 give a
satisfactory account of his conduct to his masters ; and instead
of that he considers himself and the court of directors as
litigant parties, them as the accusers, and himself as the
culprit. What wouid your lordships in private life conceive
of a steward who was accused of embezzling the rents, rob-
bing and oppressing the tenants, and .committicg a thousand
misdeeds in his stewardship ; and who, upon your wishing to
make inquiry ‘nto his conduct, and asking an explanation of
it, should answer, [ will give no reply: you may intend to
prosecute me,and convict me as a cheat, and therefore I will
not give you any satisfaction ; what would you think of that
steward ¥ You could have ho doubt that such a steward was
a person not fit 10 be a steward, nor fit to live.

Mr. Hastings reserves himself for a court of justice ; that
single circumstance, my lords, proves thit he was guilty.
It may appear very odd that his guilt should be inferred trom
his desire of trial in a court in which be could be acquitted or
condemned. But I shall prove to you from that circumsiarce,
that Mr. Hastings, in desiring to be tried in a court of fustice,
convicts himself of presamptive guiit,

When Mr. Hastings went to Bengal in the year 1772, he
had a direction exactly similar to this which he has resisted in
his own case ; 't was to inquire into grievances and abuses.
In consequence of this direction he proposes a plan for
the regulation of the Company’s service, and onc¢ part of
that plan was just what you would expect from him, that
is, the power of destroying every Company's servant with-
out the lesst possibility of his being heard in his own
defence, or taking any one step to justify himself, and

.of dismissing him at his own discretion : and the reason
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he gives for it is this : “I shall forbear to comment upon the
above propositions : If just and proper their utility will be
self-apparent : one clause only in the last article; may require
some explanation, namely, the power proposed for the gover-
nor of recalling any person from his station without assigning
a reason for it. In the charge of oppression” (now here you
will find the reeson why Mr. Hastings wishes to appeal to a
court of justice, rather than to give satisfaction to his employ-
ers), “though supported by the cries of the people and the
most authentic representations, it is yet impossible in most
" cases to obtain legal pr_oofs of it ; and, unless the discretionary
power which I have recomimended be somewhere lodged,
the assurance of impunity from any formal inquiry will baffle
every order of the board, as, on the other hand, the fear of
the consequence will restrain every man within the bounds
of his duty, if he knows himself liable to suffér by the .effects
of a single control.” You see, Mr. Hastings himself is-of
opinion that the cries of oppression, though extorted trom a
whole people by the iron hahd of severity, that these e¢ries of
a whole people attended even with guthentic documents,
sufficient to satisfy the mind of any man, may be totally
insufficient to convict the oppressor m & court; and yet to
that ¢ourt, whose competence he denies, to that very court he
appeals, in that be puts his trust, and opon that ground he
refuses to perform the ' just promise he had given of any ex-
planation to those who had employed him.

Now I put this to your lordships ; If a man is of opinion
that ng public court can truly and properly bring him to any
account for his conduct ; that the forms observable in courts
are totally adverse to it ; that there is a general incompetency
with regard to. such a court ; and yet shuns a tribunal capable
and competent, and applies to that which he thinks is incapable

.
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and incompetent, does not that man plainly show that he
has rejected what he thinks wil! prove his guilt, and that he
has chosen what he thinks will be uterly insutficient to prove
it > And if this be the case, as he asserts it to be, with an
under servant, think what must be the case of the upper
servant of all ; for if an inferior servant is not to be brought
to justice, what must be the situation of a governor.general ?
I: is impossible not to see, that, as he had conceived that a
court of justice had not sufficient means to bring his crimes
10 light and detection, nor suffici®nt to bring him :o proper
and adequate punishment, therefore he flew to a court of
justice, not as a place to decide upon him, but as a sanctuary
w secure his 'guil.t. Most of your lordships have traveiled
abroad, and have seen in the unreformed countries of Europe
churches filled with persons who take sanctuary in them.
You do not presume that a man is innocent because he is in
a sanctuary ; you know that, so far from demonstrating his
innocence, it demonstrates his guilt ; and, in this case, Mr.
Hastings flies not to a court for irial, but as a sanctuary to
secure him from it.

Let us just review the whole ot his conduct; let us hear
now Mr. Hastings has proceeded with regard to this whole
affair. The court of justice dropped; the prosecution in
Bengal ended. With Sir Elijah Impey as chief justice, who,
as your lordships have seen, had a most close and honour-
able connexion with the Governor-General (all the circums-
rances of which I need not detail to you, as it must be fresh
in your lordships’ memory), he had not much to fear from
the impartiality of the court. He might be sure the forms
of law would not be strained to do him mischief ; therefore
there was no great terror in it; but whatever terror there
might be in it was overblown, because his colleagues refused
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to carry him into. it; and therefore that opportunity of defence
is' gone. In Europe he was afraid of making any defence,
but the prosecution here was also soon over; and in the
House of Commons he takes this ground of justification for
not giving any explanation, that the ‘court of directors had:
received perfect satisfaction of his innocence ; and he named
persons of great and eminent character in the profession,
whose names certainly " cannot be mentioned’ withoutshighly
imposing upon the prejudicgs and weighing down almost the'
reason of mankind. - He quotes their opinions in. his favour,
and argues that” the, exculpation which they give, or are’
supposed to give him, ‘shéuld - excuse him from ‘any further
explanation, - o o S R

My lords, I believe I need not say to great men of the
profession, many of the first ornaments of which I -see before’
me, that they are very little influenced in the seat of judgment
by the opinions which they have given in the chamber,
and they are ‘perfectly in the right; because while in the
chamber they hear but one part of the cause; it is generally .
brought before them in a very partial manner, and they have
not the lights which they possess when they sit deliberately
down upon the tribunal to examine into it ; and for this
reason they discharge their minds from every prejudice that
may have arisen from a foregone partial opinion, and come
uninfluenced by it 28 to a new - cause. This, we know, is the
glory of the great lawyers who have presided, and do ‘preside
in the tribunals of this country; but we know at the sametime,
that those opinions (which they in their own mind reject, unless
supported afterwards by clear and authentic testimony) do:
weigh upon the rest of mankind at least ; for it is impossible-
to separate the opinion of a great and learned man from some:
consideration of the person who has delivered that opinion

25
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Mr. Hastings, being conscious of this, and not fearing the
tribunal abroad, for the reason that I gave you, namely, his
belief that it was not very adverse to him, and also knowing
that the prosecution there was dropped, had but one thing
left for his consideration, which was, how he should conflict
with the tribunal at home ; and, as the prosecution must origi-
nate from the court of directors, and be authorized by some
great law opinions, the great point with him was, some way
or other by his party, I will not say py what means or circums-
tances, but by some party means, to secure a strong interest in
the executive part of the India House. My lords, was that
interest used properly and fairly? I will not say that friend-
ship and partiality imply injustice ; they certainly do not;
but they do not imply justice. The court of directors took up
this affair with great warmth; they committed it to their
solicitor, and the solicitor would naturally (as most solicitors
do) draw up a case a little favourably for the persons that
employed him ; and if there wae any leaning, which upon my
word I do not approve in the management of any cause what-
ever, yet if there was a leaning, it must be a leaning for the
client.

Now the counsel did not give a decided opinion against
the prosecution, but, upon the face of the case they expressed
great doubts upon it ; for with such a strange, disorderly, im-
perfect, and confused case as was laid before them, they
could not advice a prosecution : and in my opinion, they went
no further ; and indeed upon that case that went before them,
I, who am authorized by the Commons to prosecute, do
admit that a great doubt might lie upon the most deciding
mind, whether under the circumstances there stated, a pro-
secution could be or ought to be pursued. I do not say
which way my mind would have turned upon that very
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imperfect state of the case ; butT still allow so much to their
very great ability, great minds, and sound 'judgment, that I
am not sure, if it was res infegra, 1 would not have rather
hesitated myself (who am now here an accuseri what judg-
ment to give. ‘

It does happen that there are very singular circumstances
in this business, to which your lordships will advert ; and you
will consider what weight they ought to have upon your lord-
ships’ minds. The person .who is now the solicitor of the
Company is a very respectable man in the profession—Mr.
Smith ; he was at that time also the Company’s solicitor, and
he has since appeared in his cause as Mr. Hastings’s solicitor.
Nowthere is something particular in a ran’s being the
solicitor to a party who was prosecuting another, and conti-
nuing afterwards in his office, and becoming the solicitor to
the party prosecuted. It would be nearly as strange as if our
solicitor were to be the solicitor of Mr. Hastings in this
prosecution and trial before your lordships. It is true that
we cannot make out, nor do we attempt to prove, that Mr.
Smith was at that time actually Mr. Hastings’s solicitor ; all
that we shall attempt to make out is, that the case he produc-
-ed was just such a case as a solicitor, anxious for the pre-
servation of his cilent and not anxious for the prosecution,
would have made out. My lords, I have next to remark, that
the opinion which the counsel gave in this case, namely, a
-very doubtful opinion, accompanied with strong censure of the
manner in which the case was stated, was drawn from them
‘by a case in which I charge that there were misrepresentation,
suppression, and falsification. ' .

Now, my lords, in making this charge I am in a very
awkward and unpleasant 31tuat10n ; but it isa situation in
which, with all the disagreeable circumstances attendmg it, T
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must proceed. I am in this business obliged to name many
men : I donot name them wantonly, but from the absolute
necessity, as your lordships will see, of the case. I do not
mean to reflect upon this gentleman ; I believe, at the time
when he made this case, and especially the article which 1
state as a_falsification, he must have trusted to some of the
servants of the Company, who were but young in their service
at that time. There was a very great error committed, but
by whom, or how, your lordships ip the course of this inquiry
will find, What I charge first is that the case was improperly
stated ; 2ndly, that it was partially stated; and that, after-
wards, a further report was made upon reference to the same
officer in the committee. Now, my lords, of the three charges
which I have made, the two former, namely, the misrepre-
sentation and suppression, were applicable to the case ; but all
the three, misrepresentation, suppression, and falsification,
were applicable to the report.

This I say in vindication of the opinions given, and for the
satisfaction of the public, who may be imposed upon by them.
I wish the word to be understood : when I say imposed, I
always mean by it the weight and authority carried ; a meaning
which this word perhaps has not got yet thoroughly in the
English language ; but in a neighbouring language imposing
means, that it weighs upon men’s minds with a sovereign
authority. To say that the o?inions of learned men, though
even thus obtained, may not have weight with this court, or
with any court, is a kind of compliment I cannot pay to them
at the expense of that common nature in which I and all
human beings are involved.

He states in the case the covenants and the salary of Mr.
Hastings, and his emoluments, very fairly. I do not object to
any part of that. He then proceeds to state very partially the
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business upon which the committee of circuit went; and’
without opening whose conduct we cannot fully bring before
you this charge of bribery. e then states, “That an inquiry
having been made by the present supreme council of Bengal,
respecting the conduct of the members of the last adminis-
tration, several charges have been made, stating moneys very
improperly received by Mr. Hastings during the time of the
late administration ; amongst these is one, of his having
received 150,000 rupees of Muni Begum, the guardian of the
Nabob, who is an infant.”

In this statement of the case everything is put out of its
true place. Mr. Hastings was not charged with receiving a
lac and a half of rupees from Muni Begum, the guardian of
the Nabob, for she was not then his guardian ; but he was
charged with receiving a lac and a half of rupees for removing
the Nabob’s own mother, who was his natural guardian, and
.substituting this step-mother, who was a prostitute, in her
place ; whereas here it supposes he found her a guardian, and
that she had made him a present, which alters the whole
nature of the case. The case, in the recital of the charge, sets
out with what every one of your lordships knows now not to
be the truth of the fact, nor the thing that in itself implies the.
criminality : he ought to have stated that in the beginning of
the business. The suppressions in- the recital are amazing :
he states an inquiry having been made by the supreme council
of Bengal respecting the conduct of the members of the last
administration. That enquiry was made in consequence of the
charge, and not the charge brought forwards, as they would
have it believed, in consequence of the inquiry. There is no
mention that that inquiry had been expressly ordered by the
court of directors, but it is stated as though it was a . voluntary
inquiry. - Now there is always something doubtful in voluntary
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inquiries with regard to the people concerned. He then
supposes upon this inquiry that to be the charge, which is
notthe charge at all. The crime, as I have stated, consisted
of two distinct parts, but both inferring the same corruption :
the first, two lacs of rupees taken expressly for the nomination
of this woman to this place, and the other one lac and a half
of rupees, in effect for the same purpose, but under the name
and colour of an entertainment. The drawer of the case, find-
ing that in the one case, namely,.the two lacs of rupees, the
evidence was more weak, but that no iustification could be
set up,—finding in the other, the lac and a half of rupees, the
proof strong and not 0 be resisted, but that some justification
was to be fouud *for it, lays aside the charge of the two lacs
totally ; and the evidence belonging to it, which was con-
sidered as rather week, is applied to the other charge of 2
lac and a half, the proof of which upon its own evidence was
irresistible.

My speech I hope your lordships consider as only pointing
put to your attention these particulars. Your lordships will see
it exemplified throughout the whole, that when there is evi-
dence ( for some evidence s brought ) that does not belong to
the lac and a half, it is entircly passed by, the most material
circumstances are weakened, the whole strength and force
of them taken away. Every one knows how true it is of evidence
juncla juvani: but here everything is broken and smashed
to pieces, and nothing but disorder appears through the
whole. For your lordships will observe that the proof that
belongs to one thing is put as belonging to another, and
the proof of the other brought in a weak and imperfect
manner in the rear of the first, and with every kind of
observation to rebut and weaken it; and when this evidence
is produced, which appears inapplicable almost in all the
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parts, in many doubtful, confused, and perplexed, and in
some even contradictory, which it will be when the evidence
to one thing is brought to apply and bear upon another; good
"hopes were entestained in consequence, that that would happ-
en, which in part did happen, namely, that the counsel, dis-
tracted and confused, and finding no satisfaction in the case,
could not advise a prosecution.

But what is still'more material and welghty, many parti-
culars are suppressed in this case, and still more in the re-
port ; and turning from the case to the prbceedings of the
persons who are supposed to have the management ot the
inquiry, they bring forward as an eppendix to.this case, Mr.
Hastings’s own invéctives and charge against these persons,
at'the very same timeé that they suppress and do not bring
forward, either in the charge or upon the report, what the
order party have said in their own justification. The conse-
quence of this management was, that a body of evidence,
which would have made this case the ' clearest - the
world, and which I hope we " shall-fnake to appear SO
to your lordships, was rendered for the most part inapplic-
able, and the whole puzzled and confused: I say, for
the most part ; for some parts did apply, but miserably applied,
to the case. From their own state of the case they would have
it inferred, that the fault was not in their way of representing
it, but in the infirmity, confusion, and disorder of the proofs
themselves; but this I trust we shall satisfy you is by
no means the case. I rest, ‘however, upoﬁ' the proof of
- partiality in this business, of the imposition upon the counsel,
whether designed or not, and of the bias given by adding an
appendix with Mr. Hastings’s own remarks upon the case,
without giving the reasons of the othér parties for their con-
duct: Now if there was nothing ‘else than .the fallacicus



392 BURXE’'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

recital, and afterwards the suppression, I believe any rational
and sober man would see perfect, good, and sufficient ground
for laying aside any authority that can be derived from the
opinions of persons, though of the first character (and I am
sure no man living does more homage to their learning,
impartiality, and understanding than I do) : first, because the
statement of the case has thrown the whole into confusion ;
and secondly, as to the matter added as an appendix, which
gives the representation of the delinquent, and omits the
representation of his prosecutors, it is observed very properly
and very wisely by one of the great men before whom this
evidence was laid, that “The evidence as it is here stated is
still more defec.tivet if the appendix is adopted by the direc-
tors, and meant to make a part of the case. For that throws
discredit upon all the information so collected.” Certainly it
does ; for if the delinquent party who is to be prosecuted be
heard with his own representation of the case, and that of his
prosecutors be suppressed, he is master both of the lawyears
and of the mind of mankind.

My lords, I have here attempted to point out the extreme
inconsistencies and defects of this proceeding ; and I wish
your lordships to consider with respect to these proceedings
of the India House in their prosecutions, that it is in the
power of some of their officers to make statements in the
manner that I have described, then to obtain the names of
great !lawyers, and under their sanction to carry the accused
through the world as acquitted.

These are the material circumstances which will be sub-
mitted to your lordships’ sober consideration in the course of
this inquiry. I have now stated them on these two accounts;
first to rebut the reason which Mr. Hastings has assigned for
not giving any satisfaction to the court of directors, namely,
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beocause they did not want it, having dropped a prosecution
upon great authorities and opinions; and next to show your
lordships, how a business begun in bribery is to be supported
only by fraud, deceit, and collusion : and how the receiving of
bribes by a Governor-General of Bengal tends to taint the
whole service from beginning to end, both at home and abroad.

But though upon the partial case that was presented to
them these great lawyers did not advise a prosecution, and
though even upon a full representation of a case a lawyer
might think that a man ought not to be prosecuted, yet he may
consider him to be the vilest man upon earth. We know men
are acquitted in the great tribunals in which several lords of
this country have presided, and who perhaps ought not to have
been brought there and prosecuted before them, and yet about
whose delinquency there could be no doubt. But though we
have here sufficient reason to justify the great lawyers whose
names and authorities are produced, yet Mr. Hastings has
extended that authority beyond the length of their opinions.
For being no longer under the terror of the law, which
he said restrained him from making his defence, he
was then bound to give that satisfaction to his masters
and the world, which every man in honour is bound
to do when a grave accusation is brought against him.
But this business of the law I wish to sleep from this moment
till the time when it shall come before you ; though I suspect,
and have had reason (sitting in committees in the House- of
Commons) to believe, that there was in the India House 2
bond of iniquity, somewhere or other, which was able to
impose in the first instance upon the solicitor, the guilt of
which béing of another nature I shall state hereafter that
your lordships may be able to discover through whose means,

and whose fraud, Mr. Hastings obtained these opinions.
[ )
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If, however, all the great lawyers had been ananimous
upon that occasion, stiil iv would bave been necessary for bir.
Hastings to say, I cannot, according to my opinion, be brough.
to give an account in a court of justice, and I have got great
lawyers to declare that upon the case laid before them they
cannot advise a prosecution ; but now is the time for me to
come forward, and being no longer in fear that my defence
may be twurned against me, I will produce my defence for
the satisfaction of my masters and the vindication of my own
characier. But besides this doubtiul opinion--for I believe
your lordships will find &t no better than a doubtiul opinion
given by persqns for whom I have the highest honour, and
given with a strong-censure upon the state of the case, there
were also some great iawjers, men of great authority in the
kingdom, who gave a full and decided opinion that z pro-
secution ought to be instiuted against him § but the court of
directors decided otherwise, thuy overruled those opinions,
and acted upon the opinion in favour of Mr. Hastings. When,
therefore, he knevw that the great men in the law were divided
upon the propriety of & prosecution, but that the directors had
decided in his favour, hc was the more strongly bound to
enter into a justification of his condact.

But there was another great reason which should have
induced him to do this; one great lawyer, known to many of
your lordships, Mr. Sayer, a very honest, intelligent man, who
had long served the Company, and well knew their affairs, had
given an opinion concerning Mr. Hastings's conduct in stop-
ping these prosecutions. There was an abstract question put
to Mr. Sayer and other great lawyers, separated from many
of the circumstances of this business, concerning a point
which incidentally arose ; and this was, whether Mr. Hastings,
as Governor-General, had a power so to dissolve the council ;
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that, if he declared it dissolved, they could not sit and do any
legal and regularact. It was a great question with the lawyers:
at the time and there was a difference of opinion on it. Mr.
Sayer was one of those who were inclined to be of opinion
that the Governor-General had a power of dissolving the
Council, and that the council could not legally sit after such
dissolution ; -but what was his remark upon Mr. Hastings’s:
conduct ? and you must suppose his remark of more weight,’
because, upon the abstragt question, he had given his opinion
in favour of Mr. Hastings’s judgment. “The meeting of the
Council depends on the pleasure of the governor ; and I think
the duration of it must do so too. But it was as great a crime to
dissolve the council upon base and sinistéer motives, as it
would be to assume the power of dissolving if he had it not.
I believe he is the first governer that ever dissolved a conncil
inquiring into his behaviour when he was innocent.” Before
he could summon three councils, and dissolve them, he had
time fully to consider what would be the result of such con-
duct—7o convince every body, bevond a' doubt, of kis conscious
guilt.”” - ' ‘
Mr. Sayer, then, among other learned people (and if he
had not been the man that I have describéd, yet from his in--
timate connexion with the Company his opinion must be
supposed to have great weight), having used expressions as
strong as the persons who have ever criminated Mr. Hastings-
most for the worst of his crimes have ever used to qualify and
describe them, and having ascribed his conduct to base and
sinister motives, he was bound upon that occasion to justify-
that strong conduct allowed to be legal, and charged, at the
same time, to be violent. Mr. Hastings was obliged then -to
produce something in his justification : he never did. There-
fore, for all the reasons assigned by himself, drawn from the: |

.
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circumstances of prosecution and nonprosecution, and from
opinions of lawyers and colleagues, the court of directors at
the same time censuring his conduct, and strongly applaud-
ing the couduct of those who were adverse to him, Mr.
Hastings was, I say, from those accumulated circumstances,
bound to get rid of the infamy of a conduct which could be
attributed to nothing but base and sinister motives, and which
could have no effect but to convince men of his consciousness
that he was guilty. From all these circumstancesI infer,
that no man could have endured this load ot infamy, and, to
this time, have given no explanation of his conduct, unless
for the reason which this learned counsel gives, and which
your lordships and the world will give, namely, his conscious
guilt.

After leaving upon your minds that presumption, not to
operate without proof, but to operate along with the proof
(though, I take it, there are some presumptions that go the
full length of proof), I shall not press it to the length to which
I think it would go, but use it only as auxiliary, assisting, and
compurgatory of all the other evidences that go along with it.

There is another circumstance which must come before
your lordships in this business. If you find that Mr. Hastings
has received the two lacs of rupees, then you will find that he
was guilty, without colour ar pretext of any kind whatever, of
acting in violation of his covenant, of acting in violatton of the
laws and all the rules of honour and conscience. If you find
that he has taken the lac and a half, which he admits, but
which he justifies under the pretence of an entertainment, I
shall beg to say something to your lordships concerning that
justification.

The justification set up is, that he went up from Calcutta
to Murshidabad, and paid a visit of three months, and that
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there an allowance was made to him of {200 a day in liew
" of an entertainment. Now, my lords, I leave it to you to ‘
determine, if there was such a custom, whether or no his
covenant justifies his conformity with it. I remember Lord
Coke, talking of the: Brefon law in Ireland, says, it is
no law but a lewd custom, A governor is to conform:
himself to the laws of his own country, to thé stipulations
of those that employ him, and not to the lewd customs of any
other country: those customs are more honoured in the
breach than in the observance. If Mr. Hastings was really
feasted and entertained with the magnificence of the country,
if there ‘was an entertainment of dancing girls brought out to
amuse him in his leisure hours, if he was feasted with the
hooka and every other luxury, there is something to be said for
him, though I should not justify a governor-general wasting
his days in that manner. But in fact here was no entertain-
ment that could amount to such 2 sum; and he has nowhere
proved the existence of such a custom.

But if such 2 custom did exist, which I contend is more
honoured in the breach thanin the abservance, that custom
is capable of being abused to thé grossest extortion; and
that it was so abused, will strike your lordships’ minds in
such g manner that I hardly need detail jthe circumstances
of it. What! [200 to be given to.a man for one day’s
entertainment ? If there is an end of it there, it ruins
nobody, and cannot be supposed, to a great degree, to corrupt
anybody ; but when that entertainment is renewed, day after
day, for three months, it is no longer a compliment to the
man, but a great pecuniary advantage ; and, on the other hand,
to the person giving it, a grievous, and intolerable burden, It
then becomes a matter of the most serious and dreadful
extortion, tending to hinder the people who give it not
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only from giving entertainment, but from having brezc
to eat themselves. Therefore, if any such entertainment was
customary, the custom was perverted by the - “~se of its being

continued for three months together. It “anger than
Ahasuerus’s feast. There is a feast of reas . flow of
soul ; but Mr. Hastings’ feast was a feast of avarice - 2 flow

of money : no wonder he was unwilling to rise from such a
table ; he continued to sit at that table for three months.

In his covenant he is forbidden expressly to take amy
allowance above 4400, and forbidden to take any allowance
above £ 100, without the knowledge, consent, and approbation
of the council to which he belongs :—now, he takes £16,000,
not only without the ,consent of the council, but without their
knowledge ; without the knowledge of any other human being :
it was kept hid in the darkest and most secret recesses
of his own black agents and confidants, and those of Muni
Begum. Why is ita secret ? Hospitality, generosity, virtues
of that kind, are full of display; there is an ostentation, a
pomp in them ; they want to be shown to the world, not
concealed. The concealment of acts of charity is what makes
them acceptable in the eyes of Him with regard to whom there
can be no concealment : but acts of corruption are kept secret,
not to keep them secret from the eye of Him, whom the person
that observes the secrecy does not fear, no: perhaps believe
in ; but to keep them secret from the eyes of mankind, whose
opinions he does fear in the immediate effect of them and in
their future consequences. Therefore, he had but one reason
to keep this so dark and profound a secrer, till it was drag-
ged into day in spite of him ; he had no reason to keep 1t a
secret, but his knowing it was a proceeding that could not
bear the light. Charity is the only virtue that I ever heard
of, that derives from its retirement any part of its lustre;
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the others require to be spread abroad in the face of day.
Such candies should not be hid under a bushel, and, like
the illuminations which men light up when they mean to
.express great joy and great magnificence for a great event,
their very splendour is a part of their excellence. We upon
our feasts light up this whole capital city : we in our feasts
invite all the world to partaké them. Mr. Hastings feasts
in the dark ; Mr. Hastings feasts alone ; Mr. Hastings feasts
like a wild beast ; he growls in the corner over the dying
and the dead, like the tigers of that country, who drag
their prey into the jungles. No body knows of it till he is
‘brought into judgment for the flock he has destroyed.
His is the entertainment of Tantalus ; it is an entertainment
from which the sun hid his light.
But was it an entertainment upon a visit? Was Mr.
. Hastings upon a visit ? No ; he was executing a *commis-
sion for the Company in a village in the neighourhood of
Murshidabad, and by no means upon a visit to the Nabob.
On the contrary, he was upon something that might be
"more properly called a wvisifation : he came as a heavy
calamity, like a famine or a pestilence on a country ; he
came there to do the severest act in the world, as he him-
self expresses, to take the bread—literally the bread, from
above thousand of the nobles of the country, and .to reduce
themto a situation which no man can hear of without
shuddering. When you consider that, while he was thus
entertained himself, he was famishing fourteen hundred of
the nobility and gentry of the country, you wiil not con-
ceive it to be any extenuation of his crimes, that he was
there not upon a visit, but upon a duty the harshest that
could be executed, both to the persons who executed and
the people who suffered from it.
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It is mentioned and supposed in the observations upon
this case, though no circumstances relative to the person
ot the nature of the visit are stated, that the expense was
something which he might have charged to the Company,
and did not. 1t is first supposed by the learned counsel who
made the observation, that it was a public, allowed, and
acknowledged thing : then, that he had not charged the
Company anything for it. I have looked into that business :
in the first place, I see no such custom ; and if there was
such a custom, there was the most abusive misemployment
of it. [find, that in that year, there was paid from the
Company's cash account to the Governor’s travelling
charges (and he had no other journey at that end of the
year) 30,000 rupees, which is about £3000 ; and when we
consider that he was in the receipt of near £30,000, be-
sides the nazars, which amount to several thousand a year,
and that he is allowed £3000 by the Company for his
travelling expenses,— is it right to charge upon the miser-
able people, whom he was defrauding of their bread,
L16,000 for his entertainment ?

[ find that there are also other great sums relative to the
sxpenses of the committee of circuit, which he was upon.
How much of them is applicable to him I know not. I say,
that the allowance of £3000 was noble and liberal ; for it
is not above a day or two's journey to Murshidabad, and
by his taking his road by Krishnagar, he could not be long-
er. He had asalary to live upon, and he must live some-
where ; and he was actually paid /3000 for travelling
charge for three months, which wasat the rate of £12,000 a
year—a large and abundant sum.

If you once admit that a man for an entertainment shalf
take £16,000, there never will be any bribe, any corruption,
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that may not be justified j; the corrupt man has nothing to do
bgt to make a visit, and then that very moment he may receive .
any sum under the name of this entertainment ; that moment
his covenants are annuiled, his bonds and obligations des-
troyed, the Act of Parliament repealed ; and it is no longer
bribery, it is no longer corruption, it is no longer peculation;
it is nothing but thanks for obliging inquiries, and a compli-
ment according -to the mode of the country, by which he
makes his fortune. .

What hinders him from renewing that visit? If you
support this distinction, you will teach the Governor-General,
instead of attending his business at the capital, to make
journeys through the country, putting every great man of that
country under the most ruinous contributions; and as this
custom is in no manner confined to the Governor-General, but
extends, as it must upon that principle, to every servant of the
Company in any station whatever, then, if each of them were to
receive an entertainment, I will veniure to say that the greatest
ravage of an hostile army could not indeed destroy the country
more entirely than the Company’s servants by such visits,

Your lordships will see that there are grounds for suspicion,
not supported with the same evidence, but with evidence of
great probability, that there was another entertainment given
at the expense of another lac of rupees; and there is also
great probability that Mr. Hastings received two lacs of rupees,
and Mr. Middleton another lac. The whole of the Nabob’s
revenues would ‘have been exhausted by these two men, if
they had stayed there a whole year, and they stayed three
‘months.. - Nothing will be secured from the Compém'}'w"s
servants, so long as they can find, under this namie or undér
pretence of.'any corrupt. custom ' of* the country, 2 vxcnou‘s
excuse forthis corrupt practice. *The excusé’ 'S Worse than the

26
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thing itself. I leave it then with your iidyment to decile,
whether you will or not (if this justification comes before ycn)
establish a principie, which would put ali Bengal in a worse
situation than an host'e army coeld do, and ruin all the
Company’s servants by sending them from their duty to go
round robbing the whole country under the name of enter-
tainments,

My lords, I have now done with this first par: ; namely, the
presumption arising from his refusgl to make any defence, on
pretence that the charge brought agzinst him might be referred
to a court of justice, and from the non-performance of his
promise to give satisfaction to his employers : and when that
pretence was remeved, still refusing to give :hat satisfaction,
though suffering as he did under a2 lead of infamy and
obloquy, and though urged to give it by persons of the greatest
character. 1 have stated this to your lordships as the strongest
presumption of gu'lt, and that this presumption is strengthen-
ed by the very «xcuse which he fabricated for a part of his
bribes, when he knew that the proof of them was irresistible,
and that this excuse is a bigh aggravation of his guilt ; that
this excuse is not supported by law, that it is not supported by
reason, that it does not stand with his covenant, but carries
with it a manifest proof of corruption ; and that it cannot be
justifed by any principle, custom, or usage whatever. My
lords, I say { have done with the presumption arising from
his conduct as it regarded the fact speciflically charged against
him, and with respect to the relation he stood in ‘¢ the court
of directors, and from the attempt he rade 0 justify that
conduct. I believe your lordships will thirk both: one and the
other strong presumptions of his criminaly, and of his
knowledge that the act he was doing was criminal.

I have another fact to lay befors your ‘ordsl

dehips, whick
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affords a further presumf)tion of his guilt, and which ‘will Show
the mischievous consequences ‘of it ; and I trust your lordships
will not blame me for going a llttle into it. Your lordships
know we charge, that the appointment of such a womah as
Muni Begum to the guardianship of the Nabob, to the superin-
tendency of the civil justice of the country, and to the re-
presentation of the whole government, was made for no other
purpose than that through this corrupt woman £16 000 a
year, the whole tattereds Temains of the Nabob's grandeur,
might be a prey to Mr. Hastings ; it could be for no other.
Now your lordships would imagine, that after this, knowing
‘he was already grievously suspected, he would have abstained
from giving any further ground for suspiclon by a repetition
-of the same acts through the same person ; as no other reason
could be furnished for such acts, done directly contrary to the
‘order of his superiors, but that he was actuated by the influ-
-ence of bribery. Your lordships would imagine, that when
this Muni Begum was removed upon a charge of corruption,
Mr. Hastings would have left her quiet in tranquil obscurity,
.and that he would ro longer have attempted to elevate her
‘into a situation which furnished agdinst himself so much
disgrace and obloquy, and concerning which he stood charged
with a direct and positive act of bribery. Your lordships weil
%know, that upon the dei)osition of that great magistrate,
Mahomed Reza Khan, this woman was appointed to supply
his place The Governor-General and council (the majority
-of them' being then Sir John Clavermg, Colonel Monson, and
.Mr. Francis) had madéa provnsnonal arrangement for the
-fime; untxl they should be authorized to fill up the place in a
proper manner:. Soon after there came from Europe a letter
; expressmg the* sansfactxon which' the court of dlrectors had
“receivéd ‘in-*the acquittal’of Mahomed Reza Khan, expressing
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2. regard for his character, 2 high opinien of his sbilities, anc
« great disposition to make him some recomperze for hic
edreme sufering ; and according'y they ordered that ke
should be again employed. Ilaving no exact ideas of the
state of employments in that count-y, they made a mistake i
the specific employment for which they named him ; for beirg
2 Mahomedan, and the head of the Mahomedans ‘n that
country, he was named to an office which must be held
by a Hindu. 3But the majority I havg just named, who nuver
endeavoured by any base and delusive means to fly trom their
daty, or not to execute it at all because they were desired o
e=cute 2 in a wgy in which they could not execute it, followed
the spiryt of the order ; and finding that Mahomed Rexa Khan,
before his imprisonment and trial, had been in possession of
znother employment, ther followed the spirit of the iastruc-
tions of the d:rectors, and replaced him in that erployment;
by which means there was an end put to the government of
luni Begum : the couniry reverted to its natural state, and
men of the first rank ic the country were placed i the frst
sttuations in it. The seat of ‘udicature was filied w'ih wisdom,
gravity, and learning, and Muni Begum sunk imo that situa-
t'on intc which 2 woman who had been engaged in the rrac-
tices that she had beer engaged in naturally would sink ac
her time of life. Mr. Hastings resisted this appoirtment. Hg
trifled with the Company’s orders on account of the letier of
them, and endeavoured to disobey the spirit of them. Hoy-
ever, the majority overbore him ; they put Mahc-aed Rozz
Khan into his former situation, and as a proof zad seal to the
of suspicion that they had any corrupt motive for this con-
duct. They were odious to many of the Indin House bure;
they were odics to thet corrent influence which had hecur
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and was going on to ruin India. Butin the face of all this’
odium, they gave the appointment to Mahomed Reza. Khan,
because the act contained-in-itself- it dwh ]usﬁﬁcatibn. M.
Ha'stings madea violént protest against it, and reisted it to
thie best of his power, always in favour of Mum B§§ﬁm as
your lordships will see. M. Hastmgs dent this protest ‘fo the
directors ; but thé dlrectors, as sooh as the case came Yhefore
¢hem, acknowledged their etrot, and priised the’ majb‘ii‘t)‘v'
thé council, Sir John Clavering, Colohel Monson‘ “and Mr.
Francis, for the wise and Honourable part they* liad t&ken 'upon
thi& occasion, by obeying the spmt afid not thé”{8fter ; ; com-
mended the -act they had done ; confirmed Mahoxﬁed Reza
Khati in his place ; and to prevent that'Breat man from Bemg
dity fonget the sport of foitune, any longér the plaj of iviﬁéé
Betiteen’cotruipt foveriidts and dancing girls) they @ave Hiri
&> Pledgéd faith’ ‘of the’ Conipany that he shiodld rémbinin
tﬁi't'rom’ce as long as his- coiiduct déserved’-their Prote€tion ;
it wds 4 good 4nd an honourable’ tehuré. I
My lotds, soon afterwards there happened two lé.men’table
deaths; first of Colonel Monson;’ aftériwvards’ of - General
Clavering. Thus Mr Hastmgs was set’ loose, ihere Was' hn
1népectlon and 4 Watch ‘upon Hi§ cofiduct, 4rid nd Moke! He
-was then just in the same situationi in-which he ha{d stood in
t772: What does hé d6? Even just what he' did T 1992
Heé' deposes Mahomed ‘Reza Khan, ﬁotﬁlthét'a:ncimgl the Comi® -
pany’s ordéts, notwithstanding their pledged faith he’ tums
him out, and makes 4 distribution of two ' lacs and a hﬁlf of
rupees, the salary of’ that great maglstrate, in the ndatinét I
W111 now show your 16tdships. He made ar ‘ari"&h%emen ]
consxstmg of three mainparts ; the-fifst’ was "with *regé.rd 10t ghe
+oter; the next witli'régard to the magistracy," the I&st"witj\
adgatd to: the’ officérs bf staté of the houséhold. By e

]
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Fudicial Adminisiration of the Country.

The first person that occurred to Ar. Hastings was Mun’
Begum, and he gave her, not out of that purt of the Nabob's
allowance which was to support the seraglio, but out of the
allowance of this very magistraze, just as if sech a ‘hing had
been done hers out of the salary of a lord chancellor or 2
lord chief justicc,—out of the two lacs and a haif of rupees,
that is, about fzs,000 or L25000 a year, ke crdered an
allowance to bz made to luni Begu'm of 72000 ropees per
aspum, £7200 a year ;--for the Nabob's own mother, whom
be thrust, a3 ussid, into a subOrdinate situation, h: made an
atlowance of ,{.3009; to the Saddar-ul-Hak Khan, ~hich i3,
ransiated into English, the lord chief justice, he 2llowed the
same sum that he did to the dancing gzirl (whica was very
Iibera! in him, and T am rather sstonished to find it). samely.
L7200 a year. And who do you think was the next puble
officer he appointed ? 1t was the Raja Guru Das, the son of
Nund Comar, and -whose testimony he bas atteropted
both before and since this occasion to weaken, To him,
bowever, he gave an employment of L6000 2 year, 25 if te
make through the son some compensation to the mares of the
father. And in this manner he distributes with & «ild and
liberal profusion, between magistrates and dancirg girls, the
whole spoil of iHlahomed Reza Khan, notwithstanding the
Company’'s direct and positive assurance given to him.
Everything was done at the same time to put, as it was before,
into the hands of this dancing girl the miserable Nabob’s
whele family ; and that the fund for corruption might be
large enough, he did not take the money for this dancing
girl out of the Nabob's separate revenue, of which he and the
dancing girl had the orivate disposel between them. Now,
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upon'what pretenice .didi hei:do all this ? The Nabob had
represented to Mr.’ Hastings; that he was now of age ;'that
he was an independent sovereign prince ; that being indepen-
dent and sovereign ‘in-his Situation, and being of full age, he
had a right to manage his own concerns himself ; and there-
fore he desired -to ‘be admitted to that management: and
indeed, my lords, ostensibly, and supposing him to have been
this independent prince; and-that the Company had no author-
ity, or had never exercised any authority over him through Mr.
Hastings, there might be:'a good deal said in favour of this
‘request. But what was the real state of the case ? The Nabob
was a puppet in the hands of Mr. Hastings *and Muni Begum ;
and you will find upon producing the correspondence, that he
confesses that she was'.the ultimate obje.ct and end of this
request. :

I think this correspondence,’ wherein a son js made to peti-
tion in his 0wn name for-the, elevation of a dancing girl, his
step-mother, above himself and everybody else, will appear to
your lordships sucha curiosity as, I believe, is not to be found
in the state correspondence of the whole world: The Nabob
begins thus :—“The excellency of that policy by which her
Highness the Begum (meaning Muni Begum) (may her
shadow be far extended) formerly, during the time of her ad-
ministration, transacted  the affairs of the nizamat in the
very best and most advantageous manner, was, by means
of the délusions, of enemies, disguised under the appearance
of friends, hidden from me. Having lately seriously reflected
on my own affairs, I am convinced that it was the effect of
maternal affection, was highly proper, and for my interest ;
and that except the said Begum is again invested with the
administration, the regulation and. prosperity , of this family,

.ch is in fact her own, cannot be effected. ., For this.-cause,
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trom the time of ber saspensios antli now, | lave passed oy
time, and do so still, in great trowble and Lueasiness.  As ol
affairs, and particularly the happincss 208 prosperity of this
family, depend on your pleasure, I now troublc you in hopes
that you, likewise concurring in this poiz, ©il] be so kind as
to write in fit and proper terms to her Hiztness the Begum,
that she will always, as formerly, employ her autherity in the
administration of the nizamat and tae afaiss of tiis family.”
This letter, my lords, was received on the 23rd of August ;
and your lordships may shserve two 'thing,a in it; fHrst, that
some way or other th's Nabob had beeit (as ihe fact was)
made to express his desire of being released frow his subjec-
tion to the Muni Begum ; bat that siow hie tad 2ot new lights,
all the mists are gone ; snd he wow finds, thai Mani Begam is
not only the fittest person to govern him, but the whole
country. This young man, whose incapacity is wiated and
never denied by Mr. Hastiags, and by Lord Cornwailis, and
by all the rest of the world who imow him, begias to be
charmed with the excellency of the policy of ‘lani Begum.
Such is his violent impatience, such the impussibily of his
existing an hour but under the government of Muni Begum,
that he writes again on the 25th of Auzust (he had realiy the
impatience of a lover), and within five days afterwards writes
again, so impatient, so an:ious, and jealous is this young man
to be put under the gosernment of an oid dancing woman.
He is afraid lest Mr. Hastings should imagine that some
sinister influence has prevailed upon him in s0 nateral and
proper a request. He says, “ Xnowing it for my interest and
advantage that the adn.inistration of the affairs of the nizamat
should be restored to her Highness the iMuni Begum, 1 have
already troubled you with my request, tiat, regarding my it
ti6m with an eye of favour, you will approve o this mcas‘
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T am credibly informéd that some one of my enemies,
from selfish views, has, for the purpose of oversetting this:
measure, written you that the said Begum procured from me -
by ‘artifice the letter I wrote you on this subject. This causes
me the gredtest astonishment. Please to consider, that artifice
:and delusion are confined to cheats and impostors, and can
never proceed from a person of such exaltéd rank, who is the
head and patron of all the family of the deceased Nabob, my
father ; and that to be deluded, being a proof of weakness and
folly, can have no relation to me, except the inventor of this
report considers me as void of understanding, and has repre-'
:sented me to the gentlemeén as a blockhead and an idiot. God
Kriows How harshly such expréssions appear-to fe ; but as the
truth or talsehood: has not yet béen fiilly ascertained, I have
theréfore suspended my demand of satisfaction. Should it be
- tiue, be so’kind as to inform the of it, that the persof tay
be made to answer for it.” My lofds, hére is a very proper
demand ; the Nabob is astonished at ‘the suspicion that such
a woman as Muni Begum, whose trad¢ in youth had been
delusion, should be capable of deluding ahybody. Astonishing
it cerainly was that a woman who had’ been a deluder in-youth,
should be suspected to be the same in old age ; and that he,
:a young man, should be. subject to her artifices ;—*they must
- -guspect me to be a great blockhead,” he says, “if a man of
my rank is to be deluded.” There he forgot that it is the
unhappy privilege of great men to be cheated, to be de'luded,
mhuch more than other persons: but he thought it so impos-
sible in the case of Muni Begum, that he says, “produce me
the traitor that could suppose it possible for me to be deluded,
when I call for this woman as the governor of the country.
I demand satisfaction.”” I rather wo’n‘der that Mr. Hastings
did not-infofm- him who it Was that-:had~réported so“gross
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and improbable a tale, and deliver him vp to the fury of the
Nabob.

Mr. Hastings is absoiutely besteqed by him ; for he re-
ceives another letter upon the 3ril of September. Tleve are
four letters foliowing one anotner quick as post expressees
with horns sounding befyre them  “Qh, I die, I perish, [
sink, if Muni Begum is not prr ety the government of the
country. I therefore desire to nzve her put into the goveru-
ment of the country ; and thal yu wi!l not keep me longer
in this painful suspense, but wui b~ kindly pleased to write
immediately to the Muni % zam, that she fake on herself
the administration of the affsirs of the nizamat, which
5. in fact, her own famly, without the interfererce of any
other person whatever ; hy this you will give me complete
satisfaction.” Here is a correspondence mere li%e an amorous
than a state correspondeonce. Waat is this man so eager
zbout, what in such 2 rage abouat that he cannot endure the
smallest delay of the post with common patience—why, 'zst
this old woyman (who is not his morher, and with whom he had
no other tie of blood ¥ skould not he made mistress ¢! himszlf
and the whole country! However, in a very fcw months
afterwards he himself is =ppoiaied by Mr. Hasuogs ‘o the
government; and you may easily judge by the preceding
letters who was to govern. It would be an 2front to
your lordships’ judgment to auempt to prove who was
to govern, after he had desired to put the whole government
of affairs into the hands of #ani H-zum. Now, Muri Begum
having obtained this salary, and being invested with this
authority, and made in effect the wtal and entire governor of
the country, as [ have proved by the Nabob's letters, let us see
the consequences of it; and thea I desire to know whether
your lordships can believe that in zll this haste, which, in
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fact, is Mr. Hastings’s haste and. impatience ( for. we, shal}-
prove ;hat the Nabqbfn’ever@id-or could take a step but by
his immediate orders and directions),—whether your lordships.
can believe that Mr. Hastings would incar all the odium-
attending such transactions, unless he had some corrupt:
consideration.

My lords, very soon- after these. appomtments were made,.
consisting,of Muni Begum at the head of the affairs, the' lord.
chief “justice under her_and uader her diréction, and Raja
Guru.Das as steward -of the household, the first thing we hear
is, ]ust what your lordships expect to hear upon such a
case, ‘that this' unfortunate .chief justice, who was a man un-
doubtqd_ly of but: a poor, low disposition, but 1 believe a
perfectly honest, perfectly well-intentioned man, found’ it
g.}?_sql_pgcly impossible for him to execute his office under the.
direction of Muni Begum ; and accordingly, in the month of
September follow’mg, he sends a complaint to Mr. Hastings—
“That. certain bad ;nen had gained an ascendency over the
Nabob’s temper, by Whose instigation he acts.” After com-
plaining of the slights he receives from the Nabob, he adds,
“thus they cause the Nabob to treat me, sometimes with
indignity, at others'with kindness, just as they think proper to-
advise him : their view is, that by compelling me to displeasure
at such unworthy treatment, they may force me either to-
relinquisp ‘my; station, or to join with them, and act by their
advice, and appoint creatures.of their recommendation to the
different offices, from which they might draw profit to them-
selves.” This is followed by another letter, in which he shows.
who those corrupt men were that had gained the ascendency
over the Nabob's. temper——namely, the eunuchs:of Muni-
_ Begum ; one of them her direct instrument in bribery with Mr.
Hastmgs. What you would ‘expect from such a state of thmgs

: i
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accordingly happened. Tverything ia the coarse of jastice
was confounded ; all cTcial responuibility destooyed | 2nd
nothing but 4 scene of forgery, peculution, and linavery of
every kind and Jde~cription prevailed throcgh the countiy, and
totally distarbed all order and justice in it. He says, “Ths
Begum’s ministers before my arrival, with the advice ol their
counsellors, caas-d the Nabob to sign a receipt, in conse-
quence of which they received at two different times near
50,200 rupees, in the naie of tie officers of the adoiag
faujdari, &c., from the Company’s Sarkar ; and having drawn
up an account current in the manner they wished, they zot
the Nabob te srsn it, and then sent it to me.” In the same
letter he asserts, ~that these people have the Nabob entiresy m
their power.”

My lords, yu see here M. i{astings enabling the corrap:
eunuchs of ihis wicked old woman to draw upon the Con:
pany’s treasury a- their pleasure, under forged papers of the
Nabob, for jusr such monies as they please, under the nam.
and pretence of cwing it to the officers of justice, but wiicu
they distnbate anong themselves as they think fit. This
complaint was soun followed by unother, and they furnish,
first, the strongest presumtive proof of the corrupt motives of
Mr. Hastings; and, secondly, they show the horrible mis-
chievous effects of his conduct upon the country.

In consequence of the first complaint, Mr. Hastings dirccts
this independrat Nabob not to concern himself any longer
with the faujari. The Nabob, who had before declared that
the superintendence of all the offices belonged to him, and was
to be executed by himself, or under his orders, instantly obeys
Mr. Hastings, and declares he will not interfere in the business
of the courts any more. Your lordships will observe furtiur,
that the complaint is not against the Nabob, bui agalust vic
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creatures and the menial servants of Muni Begum, and
yet it is the Nabob he forbids to interfere in this business;
of the others he takes no notice; and this is a strong
proof of the corrupt dealings of Mr. Hastings with this
woman.—When the whole country was fallen into con-
fusion under the administration of this woman and under:
her corrupt ministers, men base-born and employed in
the basest offices (the men of the household train of the
women of rank in that country are of that description), he
writes to the Nabob again, and himself confesses the mischiefs
that had arisen from his corrupt arrangements.

“At your Excellency’s request, I sent Sadar-ul-Hak-Khan-
to take on him the administration of the affairs of the adalat
and faujdari, and hoped by that means not only to have given
satisfaction to your Excellency, but that through his abilities
and experience these affairs would have been conducted in
such manner as to have secured the peace of the country and
the happiness of the people; and it is with the greatest
concern I learn that this measure is so far from being attend-
ed with the expected advantages, that the affairs both of the-
faujdari and adalat are in the greatest confusion imaginable,
and daily robberies and murders are perpetrated throughout
the country. This is evidently owing to the wantof a proper
authority in the person appointed to superintend them. I
therefore addressed your Excelleney on  the importance
and delicacy of the affairs in question, and of the necessity
of lodging full’ power in the hands of the person:chosen to-
administer them. In reply to which your Exeellency expressed.
sentiments coincident with mine. Notwithstanding which, your
dependants and people, actuated by, selfish.and avaricious
views, have by their interference so impeded.the . business, as-
1o throw the whole .country ,into; a:state:of: confusion;,” from-
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which nothing can rewieve < but an unlimited power lodged
in the hands of the superintendent. I therefore request that
your Exceilency will give the strictest injanctions to all your
dependants not to interfere in any muanner with any matter
relative to the affairs of the adala: and faujdari; and that
you will yourself relinquish all witerference therein, and leave
them entirely to the management of Sadar-al-Iiuk.-Khan.
This is absolutely necessary to sestore the couniry iu a state
of tranquility,” .

My lords, what evidence do we produce to yuur lordships
of the consequences of Mr, {lastings’s corrupt measures 7 -
His own. lHe here gives you the state into which ths country
was thrown by ihe criminal interference ot the wichked
woman whom ke had established in power, totally superseding
the regalar ‘udicial authority of the country, and iarowing
everything into confusion.- - As usual, there is suca trregularicy
in his conduct, and his crimes are so maultiplicd, that all the
contrivances of ingenuity are unable to cover them : now zad
then he comes and betrays himself; und hers he confesses
to you his own weakness and tne effects of ks owa corrup-
tion ;—he had appointed Muni Begum o inis eifice of power,
he dare notsay a word to her upon her abuse of it, but he
lays the whole upon the Nabob. When the chici jusuce
complains that these critmes were the conscquence of
Muni Begum'’s interference, and were committed by her
creatures, why did he not say to the Nabob, s Degum
must not interfere ; the Begum’s eunuchs must not Zerfere ?
He dared not; because that woman had concealed 1l he
bribes but one from public notice to giatify Lim ; sac wnd
Ttabar-Ali-Khan, her minister, who had the principai share
in this destruction of jusiice and perversion of al. the principal
functions of govercmen:, had it in their povier 10 discover ihe
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whole. Mr. Haslings was obliged, in consequence of that
concealment, to support her and to support him. Every
evil principle was'at wotk. He bought 2 mercenary silence
to pay the same back to them. It was a wicked silence, .the
concealment of their common guilt. There was at once a
corrupt gratitude ‘operating mutually by a corrupt influence
.on both, and a corrupt fear influencing the mind of Mr.
Hastings, which did not permit him to put an end to this
scene of disorder and confusxon bought at the expense of
£24,000 a year to the Company You will hereafter: see what
use he makes of the evidence of Itbar-Ali-Khan and of this
woman for concealing their guilt.

Your lordships will observe, that the v1rtuous majority,
whose reign was but short, and two of whom died of grief and
vexation under the impediments which they met with from the
-<corruptions and - oppositions of Mr. Hastings (their indirect
murderer ; for it is well known to the world that their hearts
were thus broken), put their conduct out of all suspicion. For
they orderd an exact account to be kept by Mahomed Reza.
Khan ; ;though, certainly, if any person in the country could
be trusted, he, upon his character, might; but they did not trust
him, because they knew the Company did not suffer them to
frust any man : they, ordered an exact account to be kept by
him of the Nabob’s expenses, Which finally must be the Com-
pany’s expenses ; they ordered the account to be sent down
yearly to be controlled, if necessary, whilst the means of con-
trol existed. What was Mr. Hastings’s conduct ? He did not
give the persons whom he apppointed any order to produce
any account, though their character and circumstances were
such as made an account ten thousand times more necessary
£rom them than from those from whom it had beeln in former
times by-the Company ‘strictly “éxacted. So that his not ordenng

!
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any account to be given of the money that wasto be ex-
pended leaves no doubt that the appointment of Muni Begum
was in pursuance of his old system of bribery, and that he
maintained her in office, to the subversion of public justice,
for the purpose of robbing, and of continuing in the practice
of robbing, the country.

But though this contirued longer than was for the good of
the country, yet it did not continue absolutely and 1c'atively
long ; because the court of directors, as scon as they
heard of this iniquitcu: appointment, which glared upon
them in all the light of its infamy, immediately wrote
the strongest, the most decided, and the most peremytory
censure upon him, attribut'ng his acts, every one of them, to
the same causes to which I aitribute them. As a proof that
the court of directors saw the thing in the very light in which
[ represent it to your lordships, and indeed in which every
one must see it, you will find that they reprobate all his idle
excuses ; that they reprobate all the actors in the scene ; thal
they consider everythiag to have been done, not by the Naboh
but by himself ; that the obiect of the appointment of Muni
Begum was monzy, and that the consequence of that appoint-
ment was the robbery of the Nabob's treasury. “We by no
means approve your late proceedings, on the application of
the Nabob Mubarak-ud-Daula, for the removal of the naib
subhadar. The requisition of Mubarak-ud-Daula was im-
proper and unfriendly ; because he must have known that the
late appointment of Mahomed Reza Khan to the office of
naib subhadar had been marked with the Company's specia’
approbation ; and that the court of directors had assured them
of their favour, so long as a firm attachment to the Compaay's
interest and a proper discharge of the duties of kis station
should render him worthy of their protection. We therefare

ed o
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repeat our declaration, that to require the dismission of a prime-
minister thus circumstanced, without producing the smallest
proof of his infidelity to the Company, or venturing to charge
him with one instance of mal-administration in the discharge
of his public duty, was improper, and inconsistent with the
friendship subsisting between the Nabob of Bengal and the
Company.” And further on they say—“The Nabob having
intimated that he had repeatedly stated the trouble and un-
easiness which he had. suffered ffom the naibship of the
nizamat being vested in Mahomed Reza Khan, we observe one
of the members of your board desired that the Nabob’s
repeated letters on the subject might be read j but this reason-
able iequest was overruled, on a plea of"saving the board’s
time, which we can by no means admit as a sufficient
objection. The Nabob’s letters of the z5th and 30th August,
of the 3rd September, and 17th November, leave us no
doubt of the true design of this extraordinary business
being to bring forward Muni Begum, and again to invest
her with improper power and influence, notwithstanding
our former declaration that so great a part of the Nabob’s
allowance had been embezzled or misapplied under her super-
intendence.” '
At present I do not think it necessary, because it would
be doing more than enough, it would be slaying the slain, to
" show your lordships what Mr. Hastings’s motives were in acting )
against the sense of the East India Company, appointed by an
act of parliament to control him ; that he did it for a corrupt
purpose ; that all his pretences were false and fraudulent,
and that he had his own corrupt views in the whole of the
.proceeding. - But, in the statement which:I have given of this
' matter, I beg your lordships to observe the' instruments ,with
& which Mr. Hastings acts. “The great men of that country; and
' 27 \
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particularly the subhadar himself, the Nabob, are and is in so
equivocal a situation, that it afforded him two bolting holes,
by which he is enabled to resist the authority of the Company,
and exercise an arbitrary authority of his own j for, though the
Nabob has the titles of high sovereignty, he is the lowest of
all dependants: he appears to be the master of the country ;
he is a pensioner of the Company's government,

When Mr. Hastings wants him to obey and answer his
corrupt purposes, he finds him in thg character of a pensioner :
when he wants his aathority to support him in opposition to
the authority of the Company, immediately he invests him
with high sovereign powers; and he dare not execute the
orders of the Company for fear of doing some act that will
make him odious in the eyes of God and man. We see how
he appointed all officers for him, and forbade his interference
in all affairs. When the Company see the impropriety and
the guilt of these acts, and order him to rescind them, and
appoint again Mahomed Reza Khan, he declares he will not:
that he cannot do it in justice, but that he will consent to send
him the order of the Company, but without backing it with
any order of the board ; which, supposing even there had been
no private communication, was in other words commanding
him to disobey it. So this poor man, who a short time before
was at the feet of Mr. Hastings, whom Mr. Hastings declared
to be a pageant, and swore in a court of justice that he was
but a pageant, and followed that affidavit with long declarations
in council, that he was a pageant in sovereignty, and ought in
policy ever to be held out as such,—this man he sets up in
opposition to the Company, and refuses to appoint Mzhomed
Reza Khan to the office which was guarantied to him by the
express faith of the Compary, pledged to kis support. Wil
any man tell me that this resistoace, under s=ch bass thougk
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plausible pretences, could spring from any other cause than a
tesolution of persisting systematically in his course of corrup-
tion and bribery through Muni Begum ?

But there is another circumstance, that puts this in a
stronger light : he opposes the Nabob’s mock authority to the
authority of the Company ; and leaves Mahomed Reza Khan
-unemployed, because, as he says, he cannot in justice execute
-orders from the Company (though they are his undoubted
master's), contrary to the rights of the Nabob. You see what
the rights of_ the Nabob were : the rights of the Nabob were to
be governed by Muni Begum and her scandalous ministers,
But, however, we now see him exalted to be an independents
-sovereign ; he defies the Company at the head of their armies
and their treasury ; that name, that makes all India shake,.
‘was defied by one of its pensioners, My lords, human great-
ness is an unstable thing. This man, so suddenly exalted,
was as soon depressed ; and the manner of his depression is
as curious as that of his exaltation by Mr. Hastings ; and will
tend to show you the man most clearly—Mr. Francis, whose
conduct all along was directed by no other principles than
those which were in conformity with the plan adopted by
himself and his virtuous colleagues, ‘namely, an entire obe-
-dience to the laws of his country, and who constantly had
opposed Mr. Hastings upon principles of honour, and prin-
ciples of obedience to the authority of the Company, under
which he acted, had never contended for any one thing in any
way, or .in any instance, but obedience to them, and had
constantly asserted that Mahomed Reza Khan ought to be put
into employment. Mr. Hastings as constantly opposed him ;
. and the reason he gave for it was, that it was against the
direct rights of the Nabob; and that they were rights so
sacred that they could not be infringed even by the sovereign
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authority of the Company ordering him to do it. He had so
great an aversion to the least subtraction of the Nabob's
right, that, though expressly commanded by the court
of directors, he would not suffer Mahomed Reza Khan
to be invested with his office under the Company’s authority.
The Nabob was too sovereign—too supreme for him to
do it: but such is the tate of human grandeur, that a
whimsical event reduced the Nabob to his state of pageant
again, and made him the mere subjgct of-—you will see whom.
Mr. Hastings found ne was so embarrassed by his disobe-
dience to the spirit of the orders of the Company, and by the
various wild projects he had formed, as to make it necessary
for him, even though he had a majority in the council, to gain
over at any price Mr. Francis. Mr. Francis, frightened by
the same miserable situation of affairs (for this happened at a
most dangerous period- —the height of the Marhatta war), was
willing likewise to give up his opposition to Mr. Hastings, to
suspend the execution of many rightful things, and to concede
them to the public necessity. Accordingly, he agreed to terms
with Mr. Bastings. But what was the price of that conces-
sion ? Any base purpose, any desertion of public duty ? No:
all that he desired of Mr. Hastings was, that he should obey
the orders of the Company ; and among other acts of the obe-
dience required was this, that Mahomed Reza Khan should be
put into his office.

You have heard how Mr. Hastings opposed the orders of
the Company, and on what account he opposed it. On the
first of September he sent an order to the Nabob, now be-
come his subject, to give up this office to Mahomed Reza
Khan ; an act, which he had before represented as dethroning
of the Nabob. The order went on the first of September, and
on the third, this great and mighty prince, whom all earth
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«could not move from the assertion of his rights, gives them
all up ; and Mahomed Reza Khan is invested with them. So
there all his pretences were gone. It is plain, that what had
been done before was for Muni Begum, and that what he now
gave up was from necessity : and it shows that the Nabob was
the meanest of his servants ; for in truth he ate his daily bread
-out of the hands of Mr. Hastings through Muni Begum. B
Mahomed Reza Khan was now’ invested again with his
office ; but, such was thes treachery of Mr. Hastings, that
though he wrote to the Nabob that this was done in conse-
quence of the orders of the Company, he  did clandestinely,
according to his usual mode, assure theé Nabob that- Mahomed
Reza Khan should not hold the place longer than till he heard
from England. He then wrote him another letter, that he
should hold it no longer than while he submitted to. his pre-
sent necessity ; thus giving up to his colleague what he re-
fused to the Company,; and engaged, privately, that he would -
dismiss Mahomed Reza Kban again: And, accordingly, the
moment he thought Mr., Francis was not_in a condition to
give him trouble any longer, that moment he again turned ou‘t
Mahomed Reza Khan from that general superintendence of
affairs which the Company gave him ; and deposed him as a
minister, leaving him only a very confined authority as a !
magistrate. All these changes, no less than four great revo-
lutions, if I may so call them, were made by Mr. Hastings
for his own corrupt purposes. This is the manner in which
Mr. Hastings has played with the most sacred objects that
man ever had a dealing with ; with the governmént—with the
justice—with the order—with the dignityj—with the nobility
-of a great country : he played with them’ to satisfy ‘his own
‘wicked and corrupt purposes through the basest instrument,’
Now, my lords, I have done with these” presumptions of
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corruption with Muni Begum, and have shown that it isnot 2
slight crime, but that it is attended with a breach of public
faith—with a breach of his orders—with a breach of the whole
English government, and the destruction of the native govern-
ment—of the police—the order—the safety —the security—and
the justice of the country: and tha: all these are much
concerned in this caunse. Therefore the Commons stand
before the face of the world and say, we have brought a cause
-3 great cause—-a cause worthy thes Commons of England to
Pprosecute, and worthy the lords to judge and determine upon.

I have now nothing further to state, than what the conse-
quences are of Mr. Hastings taking bribes ; that Mr. Hastings’s
taking of bribes s not only his own corruption, but the
incurable corruption of the whole service. 1 will show, first,
that he was named in 1773 to put an end to that corruption.
I will show that he did not ; that he knowingly and willingly
connived at it ; and that that connivance was the principal cause
of all the disorders that have hitherto prevailed in that country.
I will show you that he positively refused to obey the Com-
pany's order to inquire into and to correct the corruptions
that prevailed in that country. Next, that he established an
avowed system of connivance in order to gain over everything
that was corrupt in the country. And that, lastly, to secure it,
he gave up all the prosecutions, and enervated and took away
the sole arm left to the Company for the assertion of authority
and the preservation of good morals and purity in their
service.

My lords, here is a letter in the year 1773, in which the
court of directors had, upon his own representation, approved
some part of his conduct ; he is charmed with their appro-
bation ; he promises the greatest things : but I believe your
lordships will see from the manner in which he proceeds at
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that very instant,” that a more deliberate systc‘m for, not only®
being corrupt himself, but supporting corruption zin. others, .
never was exhibited in ady public papet.—*“While I indulge*
the pleasure which I receivedfrom the. past successes of my
endeavours, +I. own I cannot refrain from looking back with a
mixture of anXiety on‘the omissions by which I am sensible
I may since have hazarded ~the diminution of your esteem.
All my letters, addressed to your honourable court.and to the-
secret committee, repeat the strongest promises of prosecuting
the inquiries into the cohduct of your servants, which you:
had been pleased to commit pafticularlv'to my charge. You:
will readily perceive'that I must: have' beéen. sincere in those:
declarations, since-it ‘would have argued gredt indiscretion to-
have made them, had I foreseen my inabilfty to perform them::
I find myself now under the disagreeable" necessity of avowing!
that inability ; at the same time I will boldly take upon me to'
affirm, that on whomsoever you might have delegated’ that
charge, and by whatever powers it might have been accom-’
pained, it would have been sufficient to occupy the entire
attention of those who were intrusted with it, and, évén
with all the aids of leisure and authority; would have proved *
ineffectual. I dare appeal to the public records, to the
testimony of those who have opportunities of knowing me,
and even to the detail which the "public. voide can report
of the past acts of this’' government, that my time has been
neither idly nor uselessly employed : yet such “are the
cares and embarrassments of this various state, that although
much may be done, tuch more even in matters of moment
must necessarily remain ‘neglected.” "To select from . the
miscellaneous heap which each day’s exigencies present
to our choice, those points on ‘which"the general welfare
of yout affairs most essentially.depends, to provide expediehts
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for future advantages, and guard against probable evils, are
all that your administration can faithfully promise to perform
for your service with their united labours most diligently
exerted. They cannot look back without sacrificing the
objects of their immediate duty, which are those of your
interests, to endless researches, which can produce no real
good, and may expose your affairs to all the ruinous con-
sequences of personal malevolence both here and at home.”
My lords, this is the first man, I believe, that ever took
credit for his sincerity from his bréach of his promises—“I
could not,” he says, “have made these promises, if I had not
thought that I could perform them.” Now I find I cannot
perform them, and you have in that non-performance and in
that profession a secarity for my sincerity when I promised
them. Upon this principle, any man who makes a promise
has nothing to do afterwards but to say that he finds himself
(whithout assigning any particular cause for it) unable to per-
form it, not only to justify himself for his non-performance,
but to justify himself and claim credit for sincerity in his
original profession. The charge was given him specially, and
he promised obedience, over and over, upon the spot and in
the country in which he was no novice, for he had been bred
in it: it was his native country in one sense, it was the place
of his renewed nativity and regeneration. Yet this very man,
as if he was a novice in it, now say, “I promised you what I
now find I cannot perform.” Nay, what is worse, he declares
no man could perform it, if he gave up his whole time to it:
and, lastly, he says, that the inquiry into these corruptions,
even if you succeeded in it, would do more harm than good.
Now, was there ever an instance of a man so basely deserting
a duty, and giving so base a reason for it ? His duty was to
put an end to corruption in every channel of government.—It
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panﬁot be. done. Why ? because it would expose our affairs
to malignity, and enmity, and end perhaps to our disadvantage.
Not only will he connive himself, but he advises the Company
to do it.” For fear of what? for fear that their service was
so abandoned and corrupt, that the display of the evil would
tend more to their disreputation than all their attempts to
reform it would tend to their service,
‘Mr. Hastings should naturally have imagined that the
law was a resource in this desperate case of bribery: he
tells you, that in that charge of oppression, though they
were . supported by the cries of the -people and the most
authentic representations it is yet impossible in most
cases to obtain legal proofs.” Here is a é)'stem of total
~despair upon the business, which I hope and believe is
not a desperate one, and has not proved a desperate one
whenever a rational attempt has been made to pursue it.
Here you find him corrupt, and you find, in consequence of
that corruption, that he screens the whole bo&y of corruption
in India, and states an absclute despair of any possibility, by
any art or address, of putting an end to it. Nay, he tells you,
that if corruption did not exist, if it was-not connived at, that
the India Company couid not exist : whether that be a truth
ornot I cannot tell ; but this I know, thatit is the most
horrible picture that ever was made of any country. It might
be said, that there were excuses for omissions, sins of -omis-
sion he calls them. I will show that they were systematic,
that Mr. Hastings did uniformly profess that he would:connive
at abuses, and contend that abuses ought to be connived at.
When the whole mystery of the iniquity, in which he himself
was deeply concerned, came to light; when it appeared that
all the Company’s orders were contravened ; that contracts were
given directly contrary to their orders, and upon principles
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subversive of their government, leading to all manner of
oppression and ruin to the country ; what was Mr. Hastings's
answer ?  “I must here remark, that the majority * -
I had not the power of establishing it.”* Then he goes
on and states other cases of corruption, at every one of
which he winks. Here he states another reason for his con-
nivance : ““Suppose again,” for he puts another supposition,
and these suppositions are not hypotheses laid down for
argument, but rea! facts then existing before the council
examining into grievances ; “Suppose again, that any person
had benefited himself *  ~ * ~ unprofitable discussion .’}
Here is a direct avowa! of his refusing to examine into the
conduct of persons i tu¢ council, even in the highest depart-
ments of government, and tae best paid, for fear he should
dissatisfy them, and should lose their votes, by discovering
those peculations and coriuptions, though he perfectly *ncu
them. Was there ever, siice the world began, any man who
would dare to avow such sentiments, until driven to the wall ?
If he could show that he himseif abhorred bribes, and kept at
a distance from them, then he might say, I connive at the
bribes of others; bur when he acknowledges that he takes
bribes, how can you doubt *hat he buys a corrupt confederacy,
and puts an end to any hcope through him of reformation of
the abuses at Bengal > But your lordships will see that he
not only connived at abuse, but patronized it, and supported
it for his own political purposes, since he here confesses that
if inquiry into it created him ill-humour, and produced him
an opposition in council, he sacrificed it to the power of the
Company and the constitution of their government.—Did ' he
so ? The Company ordered him to prosecute those people,

* Document wanting. 1 Document wanting.
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and their constitution required that they should be prosecuted..
No, says Mr. Hastings, the conniving at it procures a majority
of votes. The very thing that he bought was not worth half
the price he paid for it. He was sent to reform corruptions,
and in order that he might reform corruptions, he winked at,.
tountenanced, and patronized them, to get a majority of votes;
and what was in fact a sactifice to his own interest, ambition,
and corruption, he calls a sacrifice to the Company. He
puts then this alternative, either give everything into my
hand, suffer me to go on, and have no control, or else I wink
at every species of corruption. It is a remarkable and
stupendous thing, that when all the world was alarmed at the
disorders of the Company; when that alarm occasioned his,
being sent out ; and when, in consequence of that alarm,
parliament suspended the constitution of the “Company, and.
appointed another government, Mr. Hastings should tell that;
Company that parliament had done wrong, and that the person-
put at the head of that government was to wink_at those-
abuses.—Nay, what is more, not only does Mr. Hastings
declare, upon‘géneral principles, that it was impossible to-
pursue all the delinquencies of India; and that if possible to-
pursue them, mischief would happen from it; but your lord-
ships will observe, that Mr. Hastings in this business, during
the whole period of the administration of that body which was
sent out to inquire into and réform the . corruptions of India,.
did not call one person to an account; nor, except Mr.
Hastings, this day, has any one been called to an account or-
punished for delinquency. Whether he will be punished or:
no, time will show. I have no- doubt of your lordships"
justice, and of the goodness of our cause. :

The table of the House of Commons groaned under
complaints of the 'evils growing. in India under thii ..

¢ L)
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ystematic connivance of Mr. Hastings. The directors had
et on foot prosecutions, to be conducted God knows
0w ; but such as they were, they were their only remedy;
nd they began to consider at last, that these prosecutions
iad taken a long oblivious map of many years; and, at
ast, knowing that they were likely in the year 178z to
se called to a strict account about their own conduct,
he court of directors began to rouse themselves, and they
write thus : “Having in several of our letters to you very
attentively perused all the proceedings referred to in these
paragraphs, relative to the various forgeries on the Company’s
treasuries, we lament exceedingly that the parties should have
been so long in confinement without being brought to trial.”

Here, my lords, after justice had been asleep a while, it
revived. They directed two things ; first, that those suits should
be pursued ; but whether pursued or not, that an account of
the state of them should be given, that they might give orders
concerning them.

Your lordships see the orders of the Company. Did they
not want to pursue and to revive those dormant prosecutions ?
they want to have a state of them, that they may know how to
direct the future conduct of them with more effect and vigour
than they had yet been pursued with. You will naturally
imagine that Mr. Hastings did not obey their orders, or obeyed
them languidly : no; he took another part. He says, “having
attentively read and weighed the arguments * * * = =
for withdrawing them.”®* Thus he begins with the general
principle of connivance ; he directly avows he does it for
a political purpose ; and when the Company directs he shall
proceed in the suits, instead of deferring to their judgment, he

* Document wanting.
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takes the judgment on himself, and says theirs is untenable;
‘he directly discharges the prosecutions of the Company-

supersedes the authority of his masters, and gives a general
release to all the persons who were still suffering by the
feeble footsteps of justice in that- country. .He gave them an
act of indemnity, and that was the last of his acts.

Now when I show the consequence of. this bribery, the
presumptions that arise from his own bribes, his attention to-
“secure others from the pynishment of theirs ; and, when order-
ed to carry on a suit, his discharging it: when we see all this,
can we avoid judging and forming our opinions upon two-
grand points : first, that no man would proceed in that
‘universal patronage of guilt, unless he was.guilty himself ; next,
that by a universal connivance for fourteen years, he is him-
self the cause and main-spring of all the evils calamities,
extortion, and bribery that' have prevailed and ravaged that
country for so long a time? There is indeed no doubt either
of his guilt or of the consequences. of it,- by which he has
extinguished the last expiring hope and glimpse that remained
of procuring a remedy for India of the evils that’exist in it.

I would mention, that, as a sort of postscript, when he
could no longer put the government into the hands of
that infamous woman, Muni Begum, he sent an amorous,
sentimental letter to. the Company, describing her miserable

. situation, and advising the Company to give her a pension of
72,000 rupees a year to maintain her. K He describes her '
situation in such a moving way as must melt every heart.
He supposes her to be reduced to want by the cruel orders of
the Company, who retain from her money which they were
never obliged to give her. [This. representation, which\. he
makes with as much fairiess as he represents himself to
be in a state of the most miserable poverty and distress,
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he alone made to the Company, because his colleagues
would not countenance him in it; and we find, upon
looking over Lord Cornwallis’s last examination into the
whole state of this unhappy family, that this woman was
able to lend to Mubarik-ud Daula [f20,000. Mr. Hast-
ings, however, could not avoid maXing this representation ;
because he knew, that if he quiuzed the country without
securing that woman by giving her a hope that she could
procure by his credit here that mongy which by his authority
he had before procured for her, she might then make a dis-
coverey of all the corruption that had been carried on between
them ; and therefore he squanders away the treasures of the
Company, in order, to secure himself trom ary such detection,
and to procure for him-elf rozanammas, and all those fine things.
He knew that Muni Begum, that the whole seraglio, that
all the country, whom he had put under the dominion of Sir
John D'Oyley, that all those people might have made a dis-
covery of ali his corrupt proceedings; he therefore gets the
Nabob to appoint Sir John D’Oyley his agent here, w'.i a
view of stopping his mouth, and, by the hope of another
£160,000 a year, to pervent his giving an account of the
dilapidation and robbery that was made of the [i60,000
which had been left him.

1 have now finished what I proposed to say relative to his
great fund of bribery, in the first instance of it, namely, the
administration of justice in the country.

There is another system of bribery, which I shall state
before my friends produce the evidence. He put up zll the
great offices of the country to sale ; he makes .use of the
trust he had of the revenues in order to destroy the whole
system of those'revenues, and to bind them and make them
subservient to his system of bribery; and this will make it
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o]
THE HONOUR OF GREAT BRITAIN.

My Lorps,—Agreeably to your iordships’ proclamation,.
which I have just heard, and the duty enjoined me by the
House of Commons, I comce forward to make good their
charge of high crimes and misdemeanours against Warren-
Hastings, Esq, latg Governor-General of Bengal, and now a.
prisoner at your bar. My lbrds, since I had last the honour
of standing in this place beforé your lordships, an event
has happened, upon which it.js difficult to speak, and.
impossible to be silent. My lords, I have been disavow-
ed by those who sent me here to represent them. My
lords, I have been disavowed in a material part of that
engagement which I had pledged myself to this House-
to perform. My lords, that disavowal has been follow-
ed by a censure ; and yet, my lords, so censured and so-
disavowed, and by such an authority, I am sent here again,
to this the place of my offence, under the same commission,.
by the same authority, to make good the same charge,
against the same delinquent. My lords, the situation is.
new and awful : the situatjon is such as, I believe and I am
sure, has nothing like it gn the records of parliament, nor,
probably in the history of mankind. My lords, it is not only-
new and singular, but, I believe, to many persons, who do-
not look into the true interior nature of affairs, it may
appear that it would be to me as mortifying as it is unpre-
cedented. But, my lords, I have in this situation, and upon:
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necessary for your lordships to couple the consideration of
the charge of the revenues, in some instances, with that of
bribery.

The next day your lordships meet ( when I hope I shall
not detain you so long), I mcan to open the second stage
of his bribery, the period of discovery; for the frst stage
was the period of concealment. When he tound his bribes
could no longer be concealed, he next took upon him to
discover them himsclf, ang to take merit from them,

When I shal! have opened the second scene of his pecula-
tion, and his new principles of it, when you see him either
reading in old corruptions, and excelling the examples he
imitated, or exhibiiling new ones of his own, in which of the
two his conduct is the most iniquitous, and attended with

most evil to the Company, I must leave your lordships to
judge.
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the consideration of all ‘the circumstances, something more
to feed my mind with than mere consolation, because, my:
lords, I look upon the whole of these circumstances, con-
sidered together, as the strongest, the most decisive, and
the least equivocal proof which the Commons of Great
Britain can give -of their sincerity and their zeal in this
prosecution. My lords, is it from a mistaken tenderness or
a blind partiality to me that, thus censured, they have sent
me to this place ? No, my lords, it is because they feel and
recognise in their own breasts that active principle of
justice, that zeal for the relief of the people of India, that.
zeal for the honour of Great .Britaim, which characterizes me
and my excellent associates ; that, in spite of any defects in
consequence of that zeal which they applaud, and while
they censure its mistakes, and, because they censure its
mistakes, do but more applaud, they have sent me to this
place instructed, but not dismayed, to pursue this prosecution
against Warren Hastings, Esq. Your lordships will there-
fore be pleased to consider this, asI consider it, not as a
thing honourable to me in the first place, but as honourable
to the Commons of Great Britain, in whose honour the
national glory is deeply concerned ; and I shall suffer myself
with pleasure to be sacrificed perhapsin what is dearer to
me than my life, my reputation, rather than let it be
supposed that the Commons should for one moment have
faltered in their duty. I, my lords, on the one hand feeling
myself supported and encouraged, feeling protection and
countenance from this admonition and warning which bas
»been given to me, will show myself, on the othér hand, not
unworthy so great and distinguished a mark of the favour
‘of the Commons, a mark of favour, not the consequence of
flattery, but of opinion. ¥I‘shall fell animated and encouraged
28 \
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by so noble a reward, as [ shall always consider the con-
fidence of the Commons to be ; th~. only reward, but a rich
reward, which I have received for the toils and labours of a
long life.

The Commons then thus vindicated, and myself thus
encouraged, 1 shall proceed to make good the charge, in
which the honour of the Commons, that is, the nationa®
honour, is so decply concerned. For, my lords, if any
circumstance of weasness, if any feebleness of nerve, if any
yielding to weak and popular opinicas and delusions, were
to shake us, consider wiart the situation of his country would
be. This prosecution, if weakly conceived, ill digested, or
intemperately pursued, ought never to have been brought
to your jordships’ bar: but being brought to your lord-
ships’ bar, the nation is committed to it, and the least
appearance of uncertainty in our minds would disgrace
us for ever. 5o perpetua has been said. To the glory of
this nation, much more be it sald, et perpefua ; and 1 will
say, that as we have raised and exhibited a theatre of justice,
which has exciied the admiration of all Europe, there would
be a sort of lustre in our infamy, and a splendour in the
disgrace that we shall bring upon ourselves, if we should,
just at that momens, turn that theatre of our glory into a
spectacle of dishonour beyond what has ever happened to
any country of the world.

The Commons of Great Britain, whilst wiliing to keep 4
strong and trm hand over all those who represent them n
any business, do, at the same time, encourage them in the
prosecution of it, by allowing th=m a just discretion and
latitude wherever their own orders have not marked 4
distinction. I shall therefore go on with the more cheerful
confidence, not only for the reasonsthat I have stated, but
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for another and material reason. I know and am satisfied
that, in the nobleness of your judgment, you will always
make a distinction between the person that gives the order
and the organ that is to execute it. The house of Com-
mons know no.such thing as indiscretion, imprudence, or
impropriety : it is otherwise with their instruments, Your
lordships very well know, thatif you hear anything that
shall appear to you to be regular, apt to bring forward the
charge, just, prudent, cogent you are to giveit to the
‘Commons of Great Britain in Parliament assembled ; if you
-should hear from me (and it must be from me alone, and
not from any other member of the cormittee) anything
that is unworthy of that situation, that comes feeble, weak,
indigested, or ill prepared you are to attribute that to the

‘instrument. Your lordships’ judgment would do this with-

out my saying it, but whilst I claim it'on the part of the
Commons for their dignity, I claim for rrfyse]f the necessary
indulgence that must be given to all weakness. Your lord-
-ships, then, will impute it where you would have imputed
it without my, desire. Itisa distinction you would naturally
have made, and the rather, because what is alleged by us
at-the bar is not the ground upon which you areto give
judgment. If not only I, but the whole body of managers,
had made use of any such expressions as I made use of, even
if the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament assembled,
if the collective body of Parliament, if the voics of Kurope,
had used them ; if we had spoken with the tofgues of men
and angels, you, in the seat of judicature, are not to regard
what we say, but what wé proiie ; you are to consider
whether the charge is well substantiated, and proof brought

~out by legal inference and argument. You know, and I
-am sure the habits of judging which your lordships have

»
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acquired by sitting in judgment must better inform you
than any other men, that the duties of life, in order to be
well performed, must be methodized, separated, arranged,
and harmonized, in such a manner that they shall not
clash with one another ; but each have a department assign-
ed and separated to itself, My lords, in that manner it is
that we. the prosecutors, have nothing to do with the
principles which are to guide the jadgment : that we have
nothing to do with the defence of the prisoner. Your
lordships well know, that, when we come before you, you
hear a party ; that when the accused come before you, you
hear a party : that it is for you to doubt and wait dll you
come to the close, before you decide : that it is for us, the
prosecutors, to have decided before we came here. To act
as prosecutors, we ought to have no doubt, or hesitatton,
nothing trembling or quivering in our minds upon the
occasion. We ought to be fully convinced of guilt, before
we come to you. It is then our business to bring forward
the proofs, to enforce them with all the clearness, illustra-
tion, example, that we can bring forward : that we are to
show the circumstances that can aggravate the guilt; that
we are not to go further, show the mischievous conse-
quences and tendency of those crimes to society ; and that
we are, if able so to do, to arouse and awaken in the minds
of all that hear us, those generous and noble sympathies
which Providence has planted in the breasts of all men, to be
the true guardians of the common rights of humanity. Your
Lordships know that this is the duty of the prosecutors, and
that, therefore, we are not to consider the defence of the party,
which is wisely and properly left to himself ; but we are to
press the accusation with all the energy of which it is capable,
and to come with minds perfectly convinced before an august
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:and awful tribunal, which at once tries the accuser and the
accused. ..

Having stated thus much with respect to the Commons, I
:am to read to your lordships the resolution which the Com-
*mons have come to upon this great occasion, and upon which
1 shall take the liberty to say a very few words.

My lords, the commons have resolved last night, and I
.did not see the resolution till this morning, “That no direc-
«tion or authority was given by this House to the committee
-appointed to manage the impeachment against Warren
- Hastings, Esq., to make any charge or allegation against the
-said Warren Hastings respecting the condemnation or execu-
.tion of Nund Comar ; and thatthe words spoken by the Right
Honourable Edmund Burke, one of thg said managers,
-videlicet, that Ze¢ (meaning Mr. Hastings) murdered that man
«(meaning Nund Comar) by the hands of Sir Elijjah Impey,
ought not to have been spoken.” '

" My lords, this'is the resolution of the House of Commons,
Your lordships well know and remember my having used such
-or similar words, and the end and purpose for which I used
them. I owe a few words of explanation to the Commons of
(Great Britain, who aftend in a committee of the whole House
-to be the observers and spectators of my conduct. I owe it to
_your lordships ; I owe it to this great auditory ; I owe it to the
present times and to posterity to make some apology for a
Jproceeding which has drawn upon me . the disavowal of the

" House which I represent. Your lordships will remember that
.this charge, which T have opened to your lordships, is primarily
-a charge founded upon the evidence of Raja Nund Comar, and
consequently I thought myself obliged, I thought it a part of
ay duty, to support the credit of that person, who is the prin-
«ipal evidence to support the direct charge that is brought
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wefore your lordships. I kmew that Mr. Hastings, in his
nticipated defence before the House of Commons, had
ttempted to shake the credit of tha: witness. 1 therefore
hought myself justificd in informing your lordships, and in
varning him, that if he did atiempt to shake the credit of an
mportant witness against him, by sa allegation of his having
»een condemned and executed for a forgery, I would cndea-
gour to support his credit by attac’iag that very prosccution
which brought on that condemnation and that execut.on ; and
that I did consider it, and wouid +lay grounds befure your
iordships to prove it, 10 be = murder commiticd, insteal of 2
justification set up, or that ought to be set up.

Now, my lords, I am ordered by the Com:mons no longer
to persist in that declaration, and 1, who know notaing in
this place, and ought to keow nothing in this place, but
obedience to the Commcens, do mean, when Mr. Hastings
makes that objection, if he shall be advised to make it against
the credit of Rata Nund Comar. not thus to support that credit:
and, therefore, that oblection 10 the credit of the witness must
zo unrefuted by me. My lords, I must admit, perbaps against
my private judgment ( but that 's of no consideration for your
Jordships, when opposed 10 the iudgment of the House of
Commons), or at least not con:est, that a trst minister of state,
tn a great kingdom, who had the benefit of the administration
and of the entire and absolute command of a revenue of
£fteen hundred thousand pounds a year, had been guilty
of a paltry forgery in Calcutza; that this man, who had
been guilty of this paliry forgery had waited for his sentehce
and his punishment till a body English judges, armed with ar
English statute, came to Calcutta ; and that this happened a
the very happy nick and moment when he was accusing M
Hastings of the bribery with which we now, in the name o
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the Commons, charge him ; that it was owing to an entirely
fortuitous concurrence of circumstances, in which Mr.
Hastings had no share, or that it was owing to something
‘beyond this, something that is rather pious than fortuitous,
namely, that, as Mr., Hastings tells you himself, “all per-
suasions of men were impresse& with a superstitious belief that
a fortunate influence directed all my actions to their destined-
ends.” I, not being at that time infected with the superstition,
and considering what I thought Mr. Hastings’s guilt to be,
and what I must prove it to be, as well as I can, did not be-
lieve that Providence did watch over Mr. Hastings, so as, in the
nick of time, like a god in'a machine, to come down to save
him in the moment of his imminent peril end distress : I did
not think so, but I must not say so. e

But now, to show that it was not weakly, loosely, or idly
that I took up this business, or that I anticipated a defence
which it was not probable for Mr. Hastings to make (and I
wish to speak to your lordships in the first instance, but to
the Commons in the next), I will read part of Mr. Hastings’s
defence- before the House of Commons; it is in evidence
before your lordships. He says, “ My accuser ” (meaning
myself, then acting as a private member of Parliameht)
“charges me with the receipt of large sums of money,
corruptly taken before the promulgationﬂof the Regulating
Act of 1773, contrary to my covenants with the Com-
pany, and with the receipt of very large sums taken since,
in defiance of that law, and contrary to my declared
sense of its provisions.”” And he ushers in this charge
in the following pompous diction :—*“That in March, 1775,
the late Raja Nund Comar, a native Hindu of the highest
caste in his religion, and of the highest rank in society by
the offices which he had held under the country government,
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id lay before the councii an account of various sums
fmoney,” &c. “It would naturally strike every person,
snorant of the characrer of Nund Comar, that an accusation
aade by a person of the highest caste in his religion, and of
he highest rank by his offces, demanded pariicular notice,
nd acquired a considerble degree or credit, from a pre-
valent association of ideas, that a nice sense of honour is
connected with an elevated rank of life; but when this
honourable House is informed that accuser knew (though
he suppressed the facts) that this person, of high rank
and high caste, had forfeited every pretension to honour,
veracity, and credit; that these are facts recorded in the
very proceedings which my accuser partially quotes, proving
this man to have been guilty of a most flagrant forgery of
letters from Muni Begum and the Nabob Zcteram-ud-Danla
{independent of the forgery for which he sutfered death,
of the most deliberate treachery to the swate, for which he
was confined, by the orders of the court of directors, 10 the
limits of the town of Caicuita, in order to prevent his danger-
ous intfigues; and of having violated every principle of
common honesty in private life ; I say, when this honourable
House is acquainted it is from mutilated and garbled asser-
tions, founded on the testimony of such an evidence, without
the whole matter being fairly stated, 1 do hope and trust it
will be sufficient for them to reject now these vague and
unsupported charges, in like manner as they were before
rejected by the court of directors, and his Majesty s ministers,
when they were first made by General Clavering, Colonel
Monson, and Mr. Francis.”

“I must here interrupt the course of my defence to explain
on what grounds I employed, or had any connexion with, a
man of so flagitious a character as Nund Comar.”
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My lords, I hope this was a good and reasonable ground
for me to anticipate the defence which Mr. Hastings would
make in this House, namely, on the known, recognised,
infamous character of Nund Comar with regard to certain
proceedings there charged at large, with regard to one forgery,
for which he suffered, and two other forgeries, with which Mr.
Hastings charged him. I, who found that the Commons of
Great Britain had received that very identical charge of Nund
Comar, and given it to me, in trust, to make it good, did
naturally, I hope excusably ( for that is the only ground upon
which I stand ), endeavour to support that credit upon which
the House acted. I hope I did so, and I hope that the good-
ness of that intention may excuse me, if I went a little too far
on that occasion. I would have endeavoured to support that
credit, which it was much Mr. Hastings’s interest to shake, and
which he had before attempted to shake.

Your lordships will have the goodness to suppose me now
making my apology, and by no manner of means intending to
persist either in this or in any thing which the House of
Commons shall desire me not to declare in their name.
But the House of Commons has not denied me the liberty
to make you this just apology; God forbid they should ;
for they would be guilty of great injustice, if they did. The
House of Commons, whom I represent, will likewise excuse
me, their representative, whilst I have been endeavouring
to support their characters in the face of the world, and
to make an apology, and only an humble apology, for my
conduct, for having considered that act in the light that I
represented it; and which I did merely from my private
opinion, without any formal instruction from the House. For
there is no doubt that the House is perfectly right, inasmuch
as the House did neither formally instract me, nor at all forbid



442 BURKE'S SPEECH IN THE TRIAL OF

my making use of such an argument ; and therefore I have
given your lordships the reason why. it was fit to make use of
such argument, if it was right to make use of it. I am in the
memory of your lordships, that I did' conceive it to be relevant,.
and it was by the poverty of the language I was led to express.
my private feelings under the name of a murder. For, if thé
language had furnished' me, under the impression of those
feelings, with a word sufficient to convey the complicétedx
atrocity of ‘that act, as Ifeltit in my mind, I would not have
made use of the word murder. It was on account of the lan-
guage furnishing me with no other, I was obliged to use that
word. Your lordships do not imagine, I hope, that I used that
word in any other than a moral and popular sense, or that I
used it in the legal and technical sense of the word murder.
Your Jordships know, that I could not bring before this bar
any Commoner of Great Britain on a charge for murder. I
am not so ignorant of thé laws and constitution of my countr'y.
T expressed an act which I conceived to be of an atrocious
and evil nature, and partaking of some of the moral evil
consequences of that crime., What led me into that error?
Nine-years’ meditation upon that subject.

My lords, the prisoner at the bar, in the year 1780, "sent a
peiition to the House of, Commons complaining of that very
Chief Justice, Sir Elijah Impey. The House of Commons,
who then had some trust in me, as they have some trust still,
did order me, along with persons more wise and judicious
than myself, several of whom stand near me, to make am
inquiry into the state of the justice of that country. The con-~
sequence of ‘that inquiry was, that we began to conceive
a very bad opinion both of the complainant and defendant
in that business; that we found the English justi\‘ce to be, as
we thought it, and reported it to the House, a grievance instead
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of a redress to the people of India. I could bring before
your lordships, it I did not spare your patience, whole volumes
of reports, whole bodies of evidence, which in the progress
we have made, in the course of eight or nine years, brought
to my mind such a conviction as will never be torn {rom
my heart but with my life ; and [ should have no heart that
was fit to lodge any honest sentiment, if I departed from my
opinion upon that occasion. But when [ declare my own frm
opinion upon it; when I deciare the reasons that led me to
it; when [ mention the long meditation that preceded my
founding a judgment upon i, the strict inquiry, the many hours
and days spent in consideration, collation, and comparison, |
trust that infirmity, which could be actuated by no malice to
one party or the other, may be excused ; { trust that I shall
meet with this indulgence, wken your lordships consider, that
as far asyou know me, as far as my public services for many
years account for me, I am a man of a slow, laborious, inquisi-
tive temper ; that I do seldom leave a pursuit without leaving
marks, perhaps of my weakness, but leaving marks of that
labour ; and that, in consequence of that labour, I made that
affirmation, and thought the nature of the cause obliged me to
support and substantiate it. It is true, that those who sent me
here have sagacity to decide upon the subject in a week; they
can in one week discover the errors of my labours for nine years.

Now that I have made this apology to you, 1 assure you
you shall never hear me, either in my own name here,
much less in the name of the Commons, urge one thing
to you in support of the credit of Nund Comar grounded upon
that judgment, until the House shall instruct and order me
otherwise ; because I know, that when I can discover their
sentiments, I ought to know nothing here, but what is i strict
and literal obedience to them.



. ™
444 BURKE S SPEECH 1§ ,l THE TRIAL OF

My lords, another thing migh; ' make me perhaps a little
willing to be admitted to the J ;oof of what I advanced, and
that is, the very answer of Mr. Ha tings to_this charge, which
the House of Commons, howe: :r, have adopted, and, there-
fore, in some degree purified. ] > the malicious part of this
<harge, which is the 'condemnati' n of Nund Comar for.a
forgery, I do declare, in the r ost solemn and unreserved
manner, that I had no concern, -e' her directly or indirectly,
in the apprehending, prosecutin, or executing of Nund
‘Comar. He suffered for a cri ne, of forgery, which he

“had committed in a private trus 'that was delegated to him,
and for which he had been pro ecuted in the diwani courts
of the country, before the institutio: of the Supreme Court of
Judicature. To adduce this circ imstance, therefore, as a
<confirmation of what was before su picious from his general
depravity of character, is just as ‘easonable as to assert that
the accusations of Empson and :Dudley were confirmed,
because they suffered death for thei ‘atrocious act.”

My lords, this was Mr. Hast:'y 1gs’s defence before the
House of Commons, and it is n'jw in evidence before your
lordships. 1In this defence, he _su;‘! »oses the charge, which
was made originally before.the (ommons, and which the
Commons voted (though afterward , for the convenience_ of
shortening it, the affair was b ought before your lord-
-ships in the way in which it is), he s pposes, I say, the whole
to proceed from a malicious inte tion ; and I hope your
lordships will not think, and I hope t e Commons, reconsider-
ing th_ls matter, will not think, that wl 2n such an imputation of
malice was made for the purpose of 1 :pelling this corroborat-
ing a’rgument which was used in the House of Commons
{o prove his guilt, I was Iwrong,i aitempting to support
the House of Commons against his imputation of malice.
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I must observe where I am limited and where I am not. T
am limited, strictly, fully (and your lordships and my ' country,
who hear me, will judge how faithfully I shall adhere to that
Iimitation),' not to support the credit of Nund Comar by any
allegation against Mr. Hastings respecting his condemnation
or execution; but I am not at all limited from ehdeavodripg
‘to support his credit against Mr. Hastings’s charges of other
forgeries ; and from showing you, what I hope to show you
clearly ina few words, that Nund Comar cannot be presumed
guilty -of forgery with more probability than Mr. Hastings is:
guilty of bringing forward a light and dangerous (for I use' no-
other words than a light and dangerous) charge of forgery,
when it serves his purpose. Mr. Hastings charges Nund
Comar with two other forgeries. ‘“These two forgeries,” he,
says, “are facts recorded in the very proceedings which my
accuser partially quotes, proving this man to have been
guilty of the most flagrant forgery of a letter from Muni
Begum, and of a letter from the Nabob Zeteram-ud-Daula,”
and therefore he infers malice in those who impute any-
thing improper to him, knowing that the proof stood
so. Here he asserts, that there are records before the
House of Commons, and on the Company’s proceedirigs and
consultations, proving Nund Comar to have been guilty of
these two forgeries. Turn over the next page of his prihted
defence, and you find a very extraordinary thing. You would:
have imagined that this forgery of a letter from Muni Begum,
which he says is recognised and proved on the journals, was-
a forgery charged by Muni Begum herself, or by somebody
on her part, or some person concerned in this business.
There is no other charge "of it whatever, but the charge of-
Warren Hastings himself. He wants you to discredit” a.

hn for forgery upon no evidence under heaven but that-

(Y
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of his own, who thinks proper, without any sort of
authority, without any sort of reference, without any sort ot
coilateral evidence, to charge a man with that very direct
forgery. “You are,” he says, “well informed of the reasons
which first induced me to give any space of my confidence to
Nund Comar, with whose character I was acquainted by an
experience of many years. The means which he w0k to
acquire it were peculiar to himself. [He sent a messenger to
me at Madras, on the first news of my appointment to this
presidencey, with pretended letters from Muni Begum and
Nabob Zeteram-ud-Daala, the brother of the Nabob Jaffir Ali
Khan, filled with bjtrer invectives against Mahomed Reza
Khan, and of as warm recommendations, as [ recollect ot
Nund Comar. I have been since informed by the Begum that
Yhe letter which bore her seal was a complete forgery ;
and that she was totally unacquainted with the use which had
been made of her name, till informed of it by Jagat Chand,
Nund Comar’s son-in-law, who was sent to her expressly
to entreat her not to divulge it. Mr. Middleton, whom she
consulted on this occasion, can attest the trath of this
story.”

Mr. Middleton is dead, my lords. This is not the Mr.
Middleton whom your lordships heard, and know we'l in this
House, buta brother of that Mr. Middleton, who is since
dead. Your lordships ind, when we refer to the records of the
Company for the proof of this forgery, that there is no other
than the unsupporied assertion of Mr. Hastings himseli, that
he was guilty of it. Now that was bad enough ; but then hear
the rest. Mr, Hastings bas charged this unhappy man, whom
we must not defend, with another forgery; he has charged him
with a forgery of a letter from Zeteram-ud-Daula to Mr.
Hastings. Now you would imagine that he would have giveg
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his own authority at least for that assertion, which he says was
proved. He goes on and _says, “I have not yet had the
‘curiosity to inquire of the N abob Zeteram-ud- Daula,. whether
his letter was of the same stamp; but.I cannot doubt
it

Now here he begins in this very defence, which is
before your lordships, to charge a forgery upon the credit of
Muni Begum, without supporting it even by his own testimony ;
and another forgery in the name of Zeteram-ud-Daula, which
he said he had not even the curiosity to inquire into, and yet
desires you at the same time to believe it to .be proved.
‘Good God ! in what condition do men of the first character
and situation in that country stand, when we have here
-delivered to us, as a record of the Company, Mr. Has-
tings’s own assertions, saying that these forgeries were proved,
though you have, for the first, nothing but his own unsup-
ported assertion, and for the second, his declaration only that
he had not the curiosity to inquire into it. I am not forbidden
by the Commons to state how and on what slight grounds
Warren Hastings charges the natives of the country with
forgery ; neither am I forbidden to bring forward the accu-
.sation which Mr. Hastings made against Nund Comar for a
-conspiracy, nor the event of it, nor any circumstance relative
to it. I shall theréfore proceed in the best manner I can.
There was a period among the revolutions of philosophy, when
there was an opinion, that, if a man lost one limb or organ,
the strength of that which was lost retired into what was left.
My lords, if we are straitened in this, then our vigour will be
zedoubled in the rest; and we shall use it with double force.
If the top and point of the sword is broken off we shall
take the hilt in our hand, and fight with whatever remains
of the weapon aga'uist bribery, corruption, and peculation ;
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and we shall use double diligence under any restraint which
the wisdom of the Commons may lay upon us, or your
lordships’ wisdom may oblige us to submit to.

Excuse for taking Bribes.

Having gone through this business, and shown in what
manner I am restrained, where I am not to repel Mr.
Hastings’s defence, and where I am left at large to do it, 1
shall submit to the strict injunctior with the utmost possible
humility, and enjoy the liberty which is left to me, with
vigour, with propriety, and with discretion, I trust.

My lords, when the circumstance happened which has
given occasion to thé long parenthesis by which my discourse
has been interrupted, I remember I was beginning to open to
your lordships the second period of Mr. Hastings’s scheme
and system of bribery. My lords, his bribery is so extensive,
and has had such a variety in it, that it must be distinguished
not only with regard to its kind, but must be likewise distin-
guished according to the periods of bribery and the epochs of
peculation committed by him. In the first of those periods
we shall prove to your lordships, I believe, without the
aids that we hoped tor (your lordships allowing, as I trust
you will do, a good deal for our situation), we shall be
able, I say, to prove that Mr. Hastings took as a bribe,
for appointing Muni Begum, three lacs and a half of rupees;
we shall prove the taking at the same time of the Rajshahi
bribes. Mr. Hastings at that time followed bribery in a
natural manner : he took a bribe, he took it as large as he
could ; he concealed it as well as he could, and he got out of
it by artifice or boldness, by use of trick or use of power,
just as he was enabled : he acted like a wild natural man,
void of instruction, discipline, and art.
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some time or other, in some way or other, applied to the public
service. The taking such bribes was to become a justifiphle
act, in consequence of that reservation in the mind of the
person who took them, and he was not to be called to account
for them in any other way than as he thought fit.

My lords, an Act of Parliament passed in the year 1773,
the whole drift of which, I may say, was to prevent bribery,
peculation, and extortion in the Company’s servants ; and the
act was penned, I think, with as much strictness and rigour as
ever act was penned. The twenty-fou'rth clause of chap. 63, 13
Geo. II1., has the following enactment: “And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the 1st
day of August, 1774, no person holding or exercising any civil
.or military office under the crown, or the said United Company
in the East Indies, shall accept, receive, or take directly or
indirectly, by himself, or any other person or persons on his
behalf, or for his use or benefit, of and from any of the Indian
princes or powers, or their ministers or agents (or any of the
natives of Asia), any present, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward,
pecuniary or otherwise, upon any account, or on any pretence
whatsoever ; or any promise or engagement for any present,
gift, donation, gratuity, or reward ; and if any person, holding
or exercising any such civil or military office, shall be guilty of
any such offence, and shall be thereof legally convicted,”
&c. &c. .

It then imposes the penalties, and your lordships sece that
buman wisdom cannot pen an act more strongly directed
against taking bribes upon any pretence whatever. This
Act of Parliament was in affirmezace of the covenant entered
into by the servants of the Company, and of the erplicit
orders of the Company, which farbid any person srhatever
in trust—“directly or indirectly, to accept, take, or receive,
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or agree to accept, take, or receive, any gift, reward, gratuity,

allowance, donation, or compensation, in money, effects,.

jewels, cr otherwise howsoever, from and of the Indian princes,
sovereigns, subhas, nabobs, or dny of their ministers,
servants, or agents, exceeding ‘the value of 4000 rupees,
&, &c. ‘ .

“And that he, the said Warren Hastings, shall and will
convey, assign, and make over to the said ‘United Company,
for their sole and proper use and beneéfit, all and every such
gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or compensa-
tions whatsoever, which, contrary to the true intent and mean-
ing of these presents, shall come into the hands, possession,
or power of the said Warren Hastings, or any other person or
persons-in trust for him or for bis use.” ‘

The nature of the covenant, the Act of Parliament, and the
Compiny’s orders are clear. First, they ‘have not forbidden
their ‘Governor-Greneral, nor any of their governors, to take
and arcept from the princes of ‘the country, openly and public-
dy for their use, -iny territories, lands, sums of money, or other
-donatons, thi’ch ‘may be offered in consequence of treaty or
-othervise~~It was -necessary to distinguish this from every
.other 'species of acceptance, because many occasions occurred,
ir.;which fines were paid-to the Company in consequence of
treaties; and it was necessary to authorize the receipt of the
same in the Company’s treasury, as-an-open and known pro-
ceeding. It was never dreamed that this should justify the
4aking of bribes privately-and.clandestinely ‘by the Governor,
or ¢ny other servant of the -Company, forthe purpose of its
future application to-the.Compdny’s-use. It is declared that
all such bribes and.money received -should be-the property of
the:Company. Andwhy? #s.a means of recovering them
cout «of the .corrupthands that'had taken them-; and therefore
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this was not a license for bribery, but a prohibitory and penal
clause, providing the means of coercion, and making the pro-
hibition stronger. Now Mr. Hastings has found out that this
very coercive clause, which was made in order to enable his
superiors to get at him and punish him for bribery, isa
license for him to receive bribes. He is not only a practi-
tioner of bribery, but a professor, a doctor upon the subject.
His opinion is, that he might take presents or bribes to
himself ; he considers the penal clause which the Company
attached to their prohibition, and by which all such bribes are
constructively declared to be theirs, in order to recover them
out of his hands, as a license to receive bribes, to extort
money, and he goes with the very prohibition in his hand,
the very means by which he was to be resrrained, to exercise
an unlimited bribery, peculation, and extortion, over the un-
happy natives of the country.

The moment he finds that the Company has got a scent of
any one of his bribes, he comes forward and says, To be sure,
I took it as a bribe : [ admit the party gave me it as a bribe : I
concealed it for a time, because [ thought it was tor the inter:
est of the Company to conceal it: but [ had a secret intention
in my own mind of applying it to their service : you shall
have it ; but you sha'l have it as I please, and when [ pleass
and this bribe becomes sanctified the momen: I think fit to
apply it to your service. Now, can it be supposed that the
India Company or that the Act of Parliament meant, by de-
claring that the property taken by a corrapt servant, contrary
to the true intent of his covenant, was theirs, 10 give a license
to take such property ; and that one mode of obtaining a
revenue was by the breach of the very covenants which were
meant to prevent extortion, peculation, and corruption ? What
sort of body is the India Company, which, coming to the
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verge ‘of ‘bankruptcy b the r‘obbery ‘of half ~the'“woild; i
afterwards to subsist upon the alm§'6f° pecalition Afd Bribery;i
to ha"vé'its‘strerf.'gth'recfuited byithe '\'ﬁdlatioii'é’f’th'é" c'6§7'éhé1.nts
imposed upon | ts own sérvants 2% It i is an odd sort of bod"
be so fed’aiid <o supported. Thisnew constrtutlon of r'e‘\'/é”n'u?:')
that'he has miade is indeed a very smgular contrlvance. It 1‘s‘
a ‘revenue to"'be dollebtéd” by any LGfficer of the Company (for
“they are all alilte forbidden,! and il alike permltted) to"be
collected by dany person-from any person at’ any trme, ‘in® any
proportion, by'any means, and‘in’ a.ny way he pleases ; ‘and o'
be accounted tor or 'not to be écoutited for; *at” the” pleasuré’
of"the  dollector ; nd,if- apphed to their use, ‘fo be applléa"at'
hi's' d‘isCretibn, and not a’t the drscretron of hrs employers. I
befors thought of.” The nest part is an exchequer"whrth h’el
has formed, correspondmg wrth it." You will* ﬁnd the ‘board"¢ of
_exchequer made up of “cers’ ostensibly in the Company s
sérvice, of their pubhc&accountant and pubhc treasurer whom
My Hastings uses as an accountant ‘4nd treasurer of brrbes,
accountable not to'the Company, but to hrmself actmg in no’
public manner; and nevér dcting "but’ upon ‘his- requisltlon,
concealing all his friuds And“drtifides to prevent ‘detection’ and’
discovery: " In short, 1t is‘an ‘excheduer, in which, 1f I may be’
permltted to repeat the words T made use of on a ‘former
Gécasion, " extortion is the™ asseéssor,” in which' fraud” 1s “the!
treasurer confision the ahcountant oblivion the remembran-
cér.’ That theése are "not mere WOrds 1 will exemphfy as I go
through the detarl I w111 show you that every one of 'the’
thmgs ‘I have stated ate truths, in faét,' and that these’ men"é.' b
bound, by the condmon of” thérrorecogmsed ﬁdelrt! ":%’M‘%f’

1 = mal 2ty

ert! J
Hastmgs, to keep back Hhis® secrets, to change the accounts, to

U[

a0iq
afer the 1tems, to’miake him™ débtor or reditr at pleasure,

‘
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and by that means to throw the whole system of the Com-
pany’s accounts into confusion.

1 have shown the impossibility of the Company’s having
intended to authorize such a revenue, much less such 2
constitution of it as Mr. Hastings has drawn from the very
prohibitions of bribery, and such an exchequer as he has
formed upon the principles I have stated. You will not dis-
honour the legislature or the Company, be it what it may, by
thinking that either of them could give any sanction to it.
Indeed you will not think that such a devise could ever enter
into the head of any rational man. You are then to judge,
whether it is not a device to cover guilt, to prevent detection
by destroying the means of it: and at the same time your
lordships will judge whether the evidence we bring youto
prove that revenue is a mere pretext, be not stronger than the
strange absurd reasons which he has produced for forming
this new plan of an exchequer of bribery.

My lords, I am now going to read to you a letter, in which
Mr. Hastings declares shis opinion upon the operation of the
act which he now has found the means, as he thinks, of
evading. My lords, I will tell you, to save you a good deal of
reading, that there was certain prize money given by Shuja-
ud-Daula to a body of the Company’s troops, serving in the
field ; that this prize money was to be distributed among
them ; but upon application being made to Mr. Hastings for
his opinion and sanction in the distribution, Mr. Hastings at
first seemed inclined to give way to it, but afterwards, upon
reading and considering the Act of Parliament before he
allowed the soldiery to receive this public donation, he thus
describes his opinion of the operation of the act.

Extract of a letter from Mr. Hastings to Colonel Cham-
pion, 31st August, 1774.—“Upon 2 reference to the new Ast
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of Parliament, Iswas much disappointed. and soity to find:that
our inténtions were entirely defeated by a-claiise in-the act- (t6
be in force after the 1st of August,'1774), which' divests-us of
the power to grant, and expressly prohibits the army to receive;
the Nabob’s intended donation. Agreeable to the positive
sense of this clause, notwithstanding it is expressed indivi-
dually, there is not a doubt but the army is included, with all
‘other persons, in- the.- prohibifion from receiving preserits-or
donations ; a confirmatiop of which is, that in the clause of
exceptions, wherein ‘counsellors at law, physicians, surgeons;
and chiaplains, are permitted to receive ,the fees annexed to
their profession,” no mention whatever is made of any latitude
given to the arrhy, or any circumstances wherein it would bé
allowable for ther to receive presents. . . This unlucky
discovery of an exclusion by Act of Parliament, which admits
of no abatement- or evasion wherever its authority extends,
renders a revisal of our proceedings ne'cessary’, and leaves no
option to ouf decision ; it is' not like the ordinances of theé
court of directors, where a favourable construction may be
put; and some room is left for the interposition of thé autho-
ity vested in ourselves, but positive and decisive, admitting
neither of refinement, nor misconstruction. I should be happy
if, in this inistaricé; a method could be devised of setting the
act aside, whick I should most willingly embrace ¢ but, in my
opinion, an opposition would be to incur the penalty.”

Your lordships see, Mr. Hastings consideted' this act'to be
a miost utilucky discovery : indked, as long as it remdined in
force, it would’ have béen unlucky for Kim) because it would
hiver destroyed ore of the prircipdl. sources of his itfegal
profifs. Why does hie consider it unlucky ¥~ Becatse it admity
OFfi' resefvition; ¢’ éxception, nd: refinetient whatéver, BHut
is-cledf, positive, decisive. Now, ivwhiat case way it that Mr.
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Hastings made this determination > In the case of a dona-
tion, publicly offered to an zrmy serving in the field by a
prince, then independent of the Company. If ever there was
a circumstance in which ary refinement, any favourable
construction of the act, could be used, it was in favour
of a body of men serving in the feld, fighting for their
country, spilling their blood for it, suffering ail the incon-
veniences of that climate. It was undoubtedly voluntarily
offered to them by the party, in the height of victory,
and enriched by the plunder of the whole provinces. 1
believe your lordships will agree with me, that, if any re-
laxation, any evasion of an Act »f Parliament, could be al-
lowed, if the intention of tke legislature could for a moment
be trifled with, or supposed for a moment doubtfal, it was in
this instance ; and yet, upon the rigour of the act, Mr. Has-
tings refuses that army the price of their blood, money won
solely, almost, by their arms, for a prince who had acquired
millions by their bravery, fidelity, and sufferings. This was
the case in which Mr. Hastings refused a public donation to
the army, and from that day to this they have never receiv-
ed it.

If the receipt of this public donation could be thus for-
bidden, whence has Mr. Hastings since learned that he may
privately take money, and take it not only from princes, and
persons in power, and abounding in weaith, but, as we shall
prove, from persons in a comparative degree of penury and
distress 7 That he could take it from persons in office and
trust, whose power gave them the means of ruining the people
for the purpose of enabling themselves to pay it ? Consider
in what a situation the Company must be, if the Governor-
General can form such a secret exchequer of direct bribes
given ¢o nomine as bribes, and accepted as such by the parties
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goncerned in the transaétion;:to be discovered orily by:hifnself]
and with . only -the; inward- reservation . that.,I. have ispoken’

of. .. .- e S SR T 4 SR B VTt M W
ki the first’ place (ifs Mr. - Hastings (should -die -withaiit

havmg made a2, discovery, .of all ‘his bribes, :or-if dnydther

servant of the Company should imitate his example, kwithout
his heroic good intentions, in doing such villanous acts:; thow

is.the Company to recover the, bribe money ?: The " receivers

need . not divulge it till shey think fit, and the moment anin-

former comes, that informer is ruined.. He:comes, for' ins

tance, to the Governor-General and: council, #ad chirges, say

not Mr. Hastings, but-the head of the board of reveriue} with
receiving a bribe. Receive a bribei! So'I did ; but it was with

an intention of applying.it ';tp‘ sthe.Company’s service, ‘Thete

‘L.nick the informer : I am. beforehand: with;him : “thé bribe
is sanctified by my inward-jesuitical ,intention. I will - make ra
merit.of it with the Company.;, I have received /40,000 as a
bribe ; there it is for you ; L am acquxtted I am a meriterious
servant ; letthe informer-go and seek his remedy as He ‘can.
Now if ‘an informer is.once' instructed thata person who
receives ,bribes can rturn them into merit, and take away his
action from him, do you think that you -ever will or can
discover any one bribe 2-But what is still worse, by fhis
method disclose but one. bribe and you secure 2l the rest that
you -possibly - can receive.uponany occasion. For instance,

strong report prevails that a:bribe -of «{ 40,000 has been - given,

and the veceiver expects that information will be laid against

him. He acknowledges .that he has received a bribé of

£40,000, but -says'that it;was for the service of the Company,

and -that it +is {carried to theirsaccount. And thus by stating,

that he h‘as.xtaken_ -some . money which he has accounted for;
but concealing from whomithat money came,” which is fexactly.
/
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Mr. Hastings's case, if at last an information should be laid
before the Company of a specific bribe having been received
of £40,000, it is said by the receiver, Lord! this is the
£L40,0c01 told you of: it is broken into fragments, paid
by instalments ; and you have taken it and put it into your
own coffers. ’

Again, suppose him to take it through the hand of an
agent such as Ganga Govind Singh ; and that this agent, who,
as we have lately discovered, out of<a bribe of £40,000, which
Mr. Hastings was to have received, kept back half of it, falls
into their debt like him; I desire to know what the Company
can do in such a case ? Ganga Govind Singh has entered
into no covenants with the Company. There is no trace of
his having this money, except what Mr. Hastings chooses to
tell. If he is called upon to refund it to the Company, he
may say he never received it ; that he was never ordered to
extort this money from the people ; or if he was under any
covenant not to take money, he may set up this defence, I am
forbidden to receive money ; and I will not make a declaration
which will subject me to penalties: or he may say in India
before the supreme court, I have paid the bribe all to Mr.
Hastings : and then there must be a bill and suit there, a bill
and suit here, and by that means, having one party on one
side of the water and the other party on the other, the Com-
pany may never come to a discovery of it. And that in fact
this is the way in which one of his great bribe agents has
acted, I shall prove to your lordships by evidence.

Mr. Hastings had squeezed out of a miserable country &
bribe of (40,000, of which he was enabled to bring to the
account of the Company only £z0,000, and of which we
should not even have known the existence, if the inguiriez,
pursued with great diligence by the House of Commons, hzd
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not extorted the discovery; and even now that we know the
fact, we ¢an never get at the money ; the Company can never
receive it ; and before the House had squeezed out of hiny
that some such money had been received, he never once told
the court of directors that his black bribe agent, whom he’
recommended to their service, had cheated both them and:
him of £z0,000 out of the fund of the bribé revenue. If it be
asked, where is the record of this? Record there is tone:
In what office is it enteted ? It is entered in no office ; it i$’
mentioned as privately received for the Company’s benefit ;.
and you shall now further see what a charming office of re-
ceipt and account this new exchequer of Mr. Hastings’s is.

For there is another and a more serious circumstance:
attending this business. Every one knows, that by the law of-
this, and, I believe, of every country, any money which is-
taken illegally from any person, as every bribe or sum of’
money extorted or paid without consideration is, belbngs to’
the petson who paid it, and he may bring his action for it, and
recover it. Then, see how the Company stands: the Coms
pany receites a bribe of 40,000 by Mr. Hastings; it is
carried to its account ; it turns bribery into a revenue; it
sanctifies it. In the meantime, the man from whom this:
money is illegally taken sues Mr. Hastings. Must not he
recover of Mr. Hastings ? Then, if so, must not Mr. Hastings"
recover it again from the Company? Thé Company undoubt-
edly is answerable for it. And here is a revenue, which every
man who has paid it may drag out of the treasury again. MF..
Hastings’s denations of his bribes to the treasury are liable:
to be torn from it at pleasure by every man who givés the:
money. First; it may be torn from him who receives it, and’
then he may reco;ex' it from the. ti'eas'ury, to which: he. hag
given. it.’ .
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But admitting that the taking of bribes can be sanctified by
their becoming the property of the Company, it may stil
be asked, for what ¢nd and purpose has the Company coven
anted with Mr. Hastings that money taken extorsively shali
belong to the Company ? s it, that satisfaction and reparation
may be awarded against the said Warren Hastings, o
the said Company, for their own benefit 7 No, it is for the
benefit of the injured persons; and it is to be carried to the
Company’s account, “but in trust, mevertheless, and to the
intent that the said Company may and do render and pay
over the monies received or recovered by them to the parties
iniared or defrauded, which the said Company accordingly
hereby agree and cavenant to do.”” Now here is a revenue
to be received by M- Hastings for the Company's use,
applied, at his Jdiscretion, to that use, and which the Company
hzs previously covenanted to restore to the persons that are
injored 2nd damaged. This is revenue which is 10 be torn
away by the action of any person ; a revenue which they must
return back to the ierson complaining, as thev in justice
ought to do ; for no ration ever avowed making a revenue
out of bribery and peculation. They are, then, to restore it
back again. But how can they restore it? Mr. Hastings
has applied it : he has given it in presents to princes, laid
it out in budgerows, in pen, ink, and wax; in salaries to
secretaries ; he has laid {t out just in any way he pleased ;
and the India Company, who have covenanted to restore
all this money to the persons from whom it came, are
deprived of all means of performing so just a duty. Therc-
fore I dismiss the idea that any man so acting could have
had a good intention in his mind: the supposition is wo
weak, senseless, and absurd. It was only in a desperate
cause that he made a desperate attempt; for we shall
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prove ,that  he never made, a, disclosure without. thinkisig
that a discovery had been: previously made, or was'likely; tq be
-niade, together with an exposure of all, the, circumstances., of
his wicked and abommable concealment. .~ .. i .n
. . You will see the; hrstory of thls ,Dew scheme of bribery,.by
whrch Mr. Hastmgs contrrved,dby avowrng .some bribes,; to
cover -others, ,attempted,;to, outface his delinquency, and, ,if
possible, to reconcile a weak \bre_z},gh_ézpf_ the laws with 2 sort of
spirited observance;of them, and to;become, infamous for the
good of his country, - ..., o, e
The first appearance of this practrce of brrbery was in;.a
letter of the 29th.of November 1780 The cause which led
to the discovery was a dispute between him-and Mr.. ‘Eranci_s
at the board, .in consequence of a very handsome offer made
by Mr. Hastings 1o the board relative to a ineasure proposed
by him, to which he found one objection to be the money ,that
it would cost. He made  the most ge_nerous< and .handsome
offer, as it stands upon recprd, that perhaps any,man ever
made; namely, that he would, defray the expense out, of his.own
prrvate cash, and that he had deposrted with the treasurer two
lacs of rupees. - ThlS was.in,June,, 1780, and Mr. Francis soon
after returned to Europe. I need not \inform, your lordships,
that Mr. Hastings had, -before. this | time, been charged
with bnbery and peculatlon by General ‘Clavering, Colonel
Mo_nson, and Mr. Francis. He suspected that Mr. Francis, then
going to Europe, would confirm this-charge by .the suspicious
nature and circumstances of this generous. offer ; and _this
suspicion: was increased by the.connexion which he supposed,
and which we can, prove he thought, Mr. Francis had. vith
Chart Smgh Apprehendmg, therefore, that he. mlght drscover
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MNovember, that this money was not his own. 1 will mentioa
to your lordships hereafter the circumstances of this mozey.
He says, “My present reason for adverting to my conduct,”
that is, his offer of two lacs of rupees out of his own private
cash for the Campany’s service, upon the 26th of June, 1780,
“on the occasion I have mentioned, is to obviate the false
conclusions or proposed misrepresentations which may be
made of it, either as an artifice of ostentation, or as the effect
of corrupt influence, by assuring eyou, that the money, by
whatever means it came into your possession, was not my
own ; that I had myself no right to i, nor would or could
have received it, but for the occasion, which prompted me to
avail myself of the accidental means which were at that instant
afforded me, of,accepting and converting it to the property
and use of the Company : and with this brief apology I shall
dizmiss the subject.”

My lords, you see what an account Mr. Hastings has
given of some obscure transaction, by which he contradicts
the record ; for, on the 26th of June, he generously, nobly, full
of enthusiasm for their service, offers to the Company money
of his own. On the 2gth of November he tells the court of
directors, that the money he offered on the former day was not
his own ; that his assertion was totally false, that the money
was not his; that he had;no right to receive it; and that he
would not have received it, but for the occasion, which
prompted him to avail himself of the accidental means which
at that instant offered.

Such is the account sent by their Governor in India, acting
83 an accountant to the Company—a Company with whom
everything is matter of account. He tells them, indeed, that
the sum he had offered was not his own; that he had no
right to it ; and that he would not have :aken it, if he had not
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been greatly tempted by the occasion ; but he never tells them
by what means he came at it, the person from whom he
received it, the occasion upon which he received it (whether
justifiable. or not), or any one circumstance under heaven
relative to it. This is a very extraordinary account to give to
the public of a sum, which we find to be somewhere above
£20,000, taken by Mr. Hastings in, some way or .other.
He set the Company blindly groping in the dark by
the very pretendeél light, the ignis fatuus, which he held out
to them : for at that time all was in the dark and in a cloud;
and this is what Mr. Hastings calls information communicated
to the Company on the subject of these bribes.

You have heard of obscurity illustrated by a further obs-
curity : obscurum per obscurius. He continues to tell them,
“Something of affinity to this anecdotemay appear in the
first -aspect .of another transaction, which I shall proceed to
relate, and of which it is more immediately my duty to inform
you.”  He then tells them that he had contrived to give a sum
of money tothe Raja of Berar, and the account he gives of
that proceeding is this: “We had neither money to spare, nor,
in the apparent state of that government in its relation to ours,
would it have been either prudent or consistent with our
public credit to have afforded it. It was, nevertheless, my
decided opinion that some aid should be given, notless as a
necessary relief than as an indication of confidence, and a
return from the many instances of substantial kindnesses
which we had, within the .course of the two last years, ex-
perienced from the government of Berar. I had an assurance,
that such a proposal would receive the acquiescence of the
board ; but I knew that it would not pass without opposition,
and it wonld have become public, which might have defeated
its purpose. Convinced ofthe necessity of the expedient, and

LI )
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assured of the sincerity of the government of Berar from
gvidences of stronger proof to me than I could make them
appear to the other members of the board, I resolved to adopt
it, and take the entire respousibility of it upon myself. In this
mode 1 less considerable sum weould suffice I accordingly
caused three lacs of rupees to be delivered to the minister of
the Raja of Berar, resident in Calcutta, 1le has trarsmitied
» w Cultac. Two-thirds of ths sum T have raised Ly my own
credit, and shall charge & in my offigial accoumis. The other
thizd [ have supplied frore the cash in my hands belorging
to the honoarable Company.”

v our lordships see in this business another mode whick he
nas o accounting svich the Company, and informing them of
hiy ~ribe He begins his account of :his tramsaction by
sayrag, that it bas som.thing o affinity to the last anecdote,
merriny the accoun: of the frst bribe. An anecdots is made
a soad ef an aceeurt, aad this, I believe, s what none of your
lor ©-ohips ever have hearl of before, and 1 belisve it is yet to
be ‘waroed inthis commerical nation, a nadon of accurats
comracrical accouni.  The account he gives of the frst is ap
anecdote ; and what is his 22count of the sccond ¢ A relation
ot an ancedote @ not 2 near relation, but sorae Yiag of affinity ;
a remote reiaion, covsin three or four times remeved, of the
haif bleod, or se-uethiny of that %kind, to :b's snecdote;
and he never wlls them any circumstance of v whatever of
any kind, but that it s some affinity to the forme: anecdote.
But, my lords, the thing which comes to some degree of clear-
ness is this, that he did give money to the Raja of Berzr, and
your lordships will be so good as to advert cercfully to the
proportion in which he gave it. He did give kizm two lacs of
rupges of money raised by his own credit, his own money;
and the third he advanced out of the Company’s money in is
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hands. He might have taken the Company’s money undoubt-
edly, fairly, openly, and held it in his han(ds for a hundred
purposes, and therefore he does not tell them that even that
third was money he had obtained by brlbery and corruption.
No ; he says it is money-of the .Company’s which he had in
his hand ; so that you. zpus_t get through a long train of
construction before you ascertain that this sum was what it
turns out to be, a bribe whlch he retained for the Company.
Your lordships will please to observe, as I _proceed, the
nature of this pretended generosity in Mr. Hastmgs He is
always generous in the same way. As he offered the whole of
his first bribe as his own money, and afterwards acknowledged
that no part of it was his own ; so he is now generous again in.
this latter transaction, in which, however ‘he shows that he is
neither generous nor just. \He took the first money without
nght and he did not apply it to, tne very service, for; which, it
was pretended to be taken. He then tells you “of another .
anecdote, ,whxch he says has an. affinity to that anecdote, .and
here he is generous- agam. In the first he .appears to be
generous and just, because he appears to give his;.own money
which he had a right -to dispose of ;. then he tells you he.is
nelther generous nor just ; for he hadrtaken money he had
no rxght_’to and did not apply tit to, the service. for which
he. pretended to have received .it. And.}now he is generous.
again, because he gives ‘two. lacs of his own- money, and-
just, because he gives one lac whnch belonged to, the Com-
pany ; but there is not an idea} suggested from whom he
took it. C "y ;

But to proceed, my lords ; in this letter he;tells you he '
had given two-thlrds his own money and one- thnrd the Com-:
pany’s money. So it stood upon the; 29th of November, 1780..
On the 5th of January followmg we . see, thengusmess take. a,

30
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totally different turn; and then Mr, Hastings calls for three
Company’s bonds, upon two different securities, antedated to
the first and gecond of October, for the three lacs, which he be-
fore told them was two-thirds his own money and one-third the
Company’s. He now declares the whole of it to be his own,
and he thus applies by letter to the board, of which he him-
self w28 a majority. “Honourable Sir and Sirs, Having had
occasion to disburse the sum of three lacs of sicca rupees on
account of secret services, which* having been advanced
from my own private cash, I request that the same may be
repaid to me in the following manner.

“A bond to be granted me upon the terms ot the second
loan, bearing' date' from 1st October, for one lac of sicca
rupees.

“«2 bond to be granted me upon the terms of the first
loan, bearing date from 1st October, for one lac of sicca
rupees.

“A bond to be granted me upon the terms of the first
loan, bearing date from the 2nd October, for one lac of sicca
rupees.” Here are two accounts, one of which must be
directly and flatly false; for he could not have given two
thirds of his own, 2nd have supplied the other third from
money of the Company’s, and at the same time have advanc-
ed the whole as his own. He here goes the full length of
the fraud ; he declares that it is all his own, so much his own
that he does not trust the Company with it, and actually takes
their bonds as a security for it, bearing an interest to be
paid to him when he thinks proper.

Thus it remained from the sth of January, 1781, till the
16th of December, 1782, when this business takes another
turn ; and iz a letter of his to the Company these bonds
become all the’ owa. Al the r.oney advanced is now, all of
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it, the Company $ money Flrst he says, two-thlrds were: hlS :

-own:: next, that the whole is . his own : and the third account
«is that the whole-is the Company’s, and he will account to
them for it. :

Now he has accompamed this account w1th another very
-curious one. For when you come to look into the particulars
<of it, you will find there are three bonds declared to be the
‘Company’s bonds, and which refer to the former transactions,
mamely, the money for which he had taken the bonds: but
when you come to look at the numbers of them, you will find
4hat-one of the three bonds which he had taken as his own

~

dlsappears and another bond of another date and for a much .

larger sum .is substituted in its pla.ce, of which he had never

mentioned anything whatever.—So that taking . his first ac- ;

«count, that .two-thirds is his own money ; then that it is all

his own : in the third that it is all the Company’s money ; .by
:a fourth account, given in a paper describing the three ..bonds,
-you will find that there is one lac which he does not account
for, but substitutefs in its place a bond before taken as his
cown. He sinks and suppresses one bond, he gives two bonds
t0 the Cognp'g.ny, and to supply the want of the third, which
he suppresses, he brings forward a bond for another sum, of
another date, which he had never mentioned before. Here
then you have four different accounts: if .any one of them

s, true, every one of the other three is totally false. Sucha
syst m of cogging; such a system of fraud, such a system of
,prevarxcatxon, such a system of falsehood never- .was, I
believe, before exh\bxted in the world. . i

In the ﬁrst place, why did he take bonds at all from the
Company for the money that was their. own? I must.be

cautxous how.I charge a.legal crime. 1-will not:charge it .

to be forgery to vtake a bond from the Company for money
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vhich was their own. He was employed to make out bonds
or the Company, to raise money on their credit. He pre-
ends he lent them a sum of money which was not his to
end ; but he gives their own money to them as his own, and
akes a security for it. I will not say that it is a forgery, but
~am suare it is an offence as grievous, because it is as much
. cheat as a forgery, with this addition to it, that the person
o cheating is in a trust; he violates that trust, and, in so
loing, he defrauds an falsifies the wirole system of the Com-
)any’s accounts.

I have only to show what his own explanation of all these
ctions was j because it supersedes all observation of mine.
{ear what prevaricating guilt says for the falsehood anc
elusion which had been used to cover it, and see how he
lunges deeper and deeper upon every occasion. This ex-
lanation arose out of another memorable bribe, which I
nust now beg leave to state to your lordships.

About the time of the receipt of the former bribes, good
artune, as good things seldom come singly, is kind to him ;
nd when he went up, and had nearly ruined the Company’s
fairs in Oudh and Benares, he received a present of
100,000 sterling, or thereabouts. He received bills for it in
eptember, 1781 : and he gives the Company an account of

in January, 1782. Remark in what manner the account of
\is money was given, and the purposes for which he intends
y apply it. He says, in this letter, “I received the offer of a
ansiderable sum of money, both on the Nabob's part and
1at of his ministers, as a present to myself, not to the Com-
any : I accepted it without hesitation, and gladly, being
atirely destitute both of means and credit, whether for your
srvice or the relief of my own necessities.” My lords, upon
ais you shall hear 2 comment, made by some abler persons
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than me. This donation was not made in species, but in bills
upon the House of Gopal Das, who was then a prisoner in
the hands of Chait Singh. After mentioning that he took
this present for the Company, and for their exigencies, and
partly for his own necessities, and in consequence of the
distress of both, he desires the Company, in the moment of
this their greatest distress, to award it to him, and therefore
he ends, “If you should adjudge the deposit to me, I shall
consider it as the most honourable approbation and reward
-of my labours ; and I wish to.owe my fortune to your bounty.
I am now in the fiftieth year of my life : I have passed thirty-
one years in the service of the Company, and the greatest
part of that time in employments of the highest trusts.—My
conscience allows me boldly to claim the merit of zeal and
integrity ; nor has fortune been unpropitious to their exertions.
To these qualities I bound my pretensions. I shall not
repine, if you shall deem otherwise of my services; nor ought
your decision, however it may disappoint my hope of a
tretreat adequate to the consequence and elevation of the
aoffice which I now possess, to lessen my gratitude for having
been so long permitted to hold it, since it has at least enabled
me to lay up a provision, with which I can be contented in a
more humble station.” :

And here your lordships will be pleased incidentally to
remark the circumstance of his condition of life and his
fortune, to which he appeals, and upon account of which he
desires this money. Your lordships will remember that, in
1773, he said (and this I stated to you from himself) that, if
he held his then office for a very few years, he should be
-enabled to lay by an ample provision for his retreat. About
nine years after that time, namely, in the month of January,
1782, he finds himself rather pinched with want, but, however,
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not in so bad a way but that the holding of his office hady
enabled him to lay up a provision with which he could be
contented in a more humble station. He wishes to have
affluence ; he wishes to have dignity; he wishes to have-
consequence and rank, but he allows that he has- competence..
Your lordships will see afterwards how miserably his hopes-
were disappointed ; for the court of directors, receiving this-
letter from Mr. Hastings, did declare that they could not give
it to him, because the act had ordered “that no fees of office,.
perquisites, emoluments, ‘or advantages whatsoever, should
be accepteq, received, or taken by such Governor-General:
and council, or any of them, in any manner, or on any account
or pretence whatsoever :’ and as the same act further directs,.
“that no Governor-General or any of the council shall directly
take, accept, or receive; of or from any person or persons, in
any manner, or on any account whatsoever, any persent, gift,
donation, 'gratuity, or reward, pecuniary or otherwise, or any:
promise or engagement for any present, gift, donation,
gratuity, or reward,” we cannot, were we so inclined, decree
the amount of this present to the Governor-General. And
it is further enacted, “that any such present, gift, gratuity,
donation, or reward, accepted, taken, or received, shall be
deemed and construed to have been received to and for the
sole use of the Company.” And therefore they resolved, most
unjustly and most wickedly, to keep it to themselves. The
act made it in the first instance the property of the Com-
pany, and they would not give it him. And one should think
- this, with his own former construction of the act, would have
made him cautious of taking bribes. You have seen what
weight it had with him to stop the course of bribes, which he.
was in such a career of taking in every place and‘ with both:
hands. S o ‘
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Your lordships, have now before you this £100,000,
disclosed in a letter from Patna, dated the 2oth January, 1782.
You find mystery and concealment in every one of Mr.
‘Hastings’s discoveries ; for which isa curious part of it, this
letter was not sent to the court of directors, in their packet,
regularly, but transmitted by Major Fairfax, one of his agents,
to Major Scott, another of his agents, to be delivered to the
Company. Why was this done ? Your lordships will judge,
from that circuitous mode of transmission, whether he did not
thereby intend to leave some discretion in his agent to divulge
it or not. We are told he did not; but your lordships will
believe that or not, according to the nature of the fact. If he
had been anxious to make this discovery to the directors, the
regular way would have been to send his le}tei‘ to the directors
immediately, in the packet; but he sent it in a box to an agent;
and that agent, upon due discretion,. conveyed it to the court
of directors. Here, however, he tells you nothing about the
persons from whom he received this money, any more than he
had done respecting the two former sums. .

On the second of May following the date of this Patna
letter, he came down to Calcutta with 2 mind, as he himself
describes it, greatly agitated. All his hope of plundering’
Benares had totally failed. The produce of the robbing of the
Begums, in the manner your lordships have heard, was all dis-
sipated to, pay the arrears of the armies; there was no fund left.
He felt himself agitated and full of dread, k_now'ing that he
had been threatened with havirg his place taken from him
several times ; and that he might be called home to render an
account. He had heard that inquiries had begun in a menacing
form in parliament; and though at that time Bengal was_not
struck at, there was a charge of bribery and peculation brought
against the Governor of Madras. With this d}'gag;,; with a

\ ' /
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mind full of anxiety and pertarbation, he writes a letter, as he
pretends, onthe zznd of May, 1782, Your lordships will
remark, that when he came down to Calcuita from his ex-
pedition up the country, he did not, till the 22nd of May, give
any account whatever of these transactions; and that this letter,
or pretended letter, of the 22nd of May, was not sent till the
16th of December foliowing. We shall clearly prove that he
had abundant means of sending it, and by various ways,
before the 16th of December, 1782, when he enclosed in
another letter that of the 22nd of May. This is the letter of dis-
covery ; this is the letter by which his breast was to be laid
open to his employers, and all the obscurity of his transactions
to be elucidated. Here are indeed new discoveries, but they
are like many new discovered lands, exceedingly inhospitable,
very thinly inhabited, and producing nothing to gratify the
curiosity of the human mind.

This letter is addressed to the honourable the court of
directors, dated Fort William, 2znd May, 1782. He tells them
he had promised to account for the ten lacs of rupees which
he had received, and this promise, he says, he now performs,
and that he takes that opportunity of accounting with them
likewise for several other sums which he had received. His
words are: “This promise I now perform, and deeming it
consistent with the spirit of it, I have added such other sums
as have been occasionaly converted to the Company’s property
through my means, in consequence of the like original destina-
tion. Of the second of these sums you have already been
advised, in a letter which I had the honour to address the
honourable court of directors, dated 29th November, 1780.
Both this and the third article were paid immediately to the
treasury, by my order to the subtreasurer to receive them on
the Company's account, but never passed through my hands.
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The three sums for whlch bonds were granted were Ain Hike
manner paid to the Companys treasury, - without .passing
through my hands sbut thexr applzcafzon .was not specified.
The sum of 50, 00O current rupees was recelved whxle I was on
my ]oumey to Benares, and applled as expressed in‘the
account.

* As to the manner in which these sums have:been expen—
-ded the reference Wthh I made of it in the:.accompanying
account, to the severa! atcounts in which they'are credited,
renders any other specification of it unnecessary ; desides, that
those accounts either have or will. have received a much
stronger authentication than any that I could give to mine.”

I wish.your lordships to attend .to the next paragraph,
which is meant by him fo explain why he took bribes “dt*all ;
why he took bonds for some of them, as monies of his own,
and not monies ot the Company ; why he entered some upon
the Company’s accounts, and why of the others he rendeis no
account at all. Light, however, will beam upon you as we
proceed. “Why these sums were taken by' me ; why they
were, except the second, quietly transferred to the Company’s
use ; why bonds were taken for the first, and not for the rest,
might, were this matter exposed :to ‘the view of the public,
furnish a variety of conjectures, to which it would be of litile
use to reply. Were your honourable court to question me
on these points, I would answer that the'sums were taken for
the Company’s benefit, at times when the Company very much
needed them : that I either chose to conceal the first receipts
from public curiosity by receiving bonds for the amount, or
possibly acted without any studied design which my memory
could at this distance of time verify ; and that I did not think
it worth my care to observe the same means with’ the rest.
I trust, honourable sirs, to your breasts for a candid



474 BURKE’S SPRECH IN THE TRIAL OF

interpretation of my =zctions; and assume the freedom to
add, that 1 think myself, on such a subject, on such am
occasion, entitled to it.” Lofty, my lords! You sce, that after
the directors had expected an explanation for so long a time,
he says, Why these sums were taken by me, and except the
second, quietly transferred to the Company’s use, 1 cannot
tell ; why bonds were taken for the first, and not for the rest,
I cannot tell ; if this matter were exposed to view, it would
furnish a variety of conjectures. FHere is an account, which
is to explain the most obscure, the rhost mysterious, the most
evidently fraudulent transactions. When asked how he came
to take these bonds, how he came to use these frauds, he tells
you he really does not know ; that he might have this motive
for it, that he might have another motive for it, that he wished
to conceal it from public curiosity ; but, which is the most
extraordinary, he is not quite sure that he had any motive
for it at all which his memory can trace. The whole
of this is a period of a year and a half; and here is
a man who keeps his account upon principles of whim and
vagary. One would imzgine he was guessing at some motive
of a stranger. Why he came to take bonds for money not due
to him, and why he ecters some, and not others, he knows
nothing of these things: he begs them notto ask about it,
because it will be of no use. You, foolish court of directors,
may conjecture and conjecture on. You are asking me why 1
took bonds to myself for money of yours, why I have cheated
you, why I have falsificd my account in such a manner. I will
not tell you.

In the satisfaction which he promised to give them, he
neither mentions the persons, the times, the occasions, or
motives for any of his actions. He adds, “I did not think
it worth my care to sbserve the same means with the rest.” For
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some purposes, he thought it necessary to use the most com--
plicated and artful concealments ; for some, he could not tell.
what his motives were, and for others, that it was mere care--
lessness. Here is the exchequer of bribery ! Have I falsified:
any part of my original stating of it ? an exchequer in which.
the ‘man who ought to pay receives; the man who ought to-
give security takes it ; the man who‘ought to keep an .account.
“says he has forgotten ; an exchequer in which oblivion was the
remembrancer : and to sum up the whole, an_exchequer into
the accounts of which it was useless to inquire. This is the
manner in which the account of near £2,000,000 is given to
the court of directors. You can learn nothing in this busi--
ness 'that is ahy way distinct, except a premeditated design
of a concealment of his transactions. That is avowed.
But there is a more serious thing behind. Who were the-
instfuments of his concealment ? No other, my lords, than the
'Company s public accountant. That very accountant takes the-
‘money, knowmg it to be the Company’s and that it was only
pretended to be advanced by Mr. Hastings for the Company’s.
use. He sees Mr. Hastings make out bonds to himself for it,
and Mr. Hastings makes him enter him as creditor, when i in
fact he was debtor. Thus he debauches the Company’s accoun-
tant, and makes him his confederate. These fraudulent and
corrupt acts; covered byifalse representations, are proved to b'e
false, not by collatxon with anythmg else, but false by a.
collation ~ with "' themselves. This then is the account
and his explanation of it; and in this insolent, saucy,v
careless, negllgent manner 2" public accountant like Mr
Hastings, a' man bred .up a' book-keeper in the Com--
pany’s service, who ought to be exact, physically exact,
in his account, has not only been vicious in his own account,
but vmad.e th,e public accounts vicious and of no value. But. .
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there is in this account another curious circumstance with
regard to the deposit of this sum of money, to which he referred
in his first paragraph of his letter of the 29th of November,
1780, He states that this deposit was made and passed into
the hands of Mr. Larkins on the first of June. It did so;
but it is not entered in the Company’s accounts till November
tollowing. Now in all that intermediate space where was it?
What account was there of it? It was entirely a secret
between Mr. Larkins and Mr. Hastjngs, without a possibility
of any one discovering any particular relative to it. Here
is an account of two hundred thousand pounds received,
juggled between the accountant and him, without a trace of
it appearing in the Company’s books. Some of those com-
mittees to whom, for their diligence at least, I must say the
public have some obligation, and in return for which they
ought to meet with some indulgence, examining into all these
circumstances, and having heard that Mr. Hastings had
deposited a sum of money in the hands of the Company’s
sub-treasurer in the month of June, sent for the Company's
books. They looked over those books, but they did not
find the least trace of any such sum of money, and not
any account of it; nor could there be, because it
was not paid to the Company’s account till the November
following. The accountant had received the money, but uever
entered it from June till November. Then at last have we an
account of it. But was it even then entered regularly upon the
Company’s accounts ? No such thing ; it is a deposit carried
to the Governor-General's credit. [Zhe entry of the several
species in which this deposit was made was here read from the
Company’s general journal of 1780 and 1781.]

My lords, when this account appears at last, when this
money does emerge in the public accounts, whose is it? Is it
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the Company's? No, Mr. Hastings’s. And thus, if, notwith-
standing this obscure account in November, the drrectors had )
claimed and called for this affinity to an anecdote i they had
called for this anecdote and examined the account; if they'
had said, We observe here entered tvwo lacs and upwards ;.
come, Mr. Hastings, let us see where this’ money is; they -
would ‘find that it is Mr. Hastings’s money, not tne Com-_
pany’s ; they would find that it is carried to 'his  credit.
In this manner he hands over this sum, tgllmg them,
on the' 2znd of May, 178z, that not only the bonds
were a fraud, but the deposit wasafraud and that nerther
bonds nor deposit did in reality belong to’ hrm Why drd he
enter it at all ? then, afterwards, why drd he not entet itas
the Company’s ? Why make a false entry, to enter it as his
own ? and how came he, two years after when he does tell
you that it was thejCompany’ S, and not hrs own, to alter the
public accounts ? But why did. he not tell thein at that tlme,
when he pretends to be openmg hxs breast to the drrectors,
from whom he received it, or say anythmg to grve hght to the '
Company respecting it?" who, supposmg they had the power
of dlspensmg with an Act of Parhament .or hcensmg bnbery
at their pleasure, mrght have been thereby enabled to say—-,
here you ought to" have received 1t——there lt mxght be op-
pressive and of dreadful example . ' X
1 have only to state, that in this letter whrch was ptetend- .
ed to bé wrrtten on the aznd of May, 1782 your lordshrps will |
observe,” that he thinks it his absolute’ duty (and I-wish. R
press this upon your lordships, because it will be necessary
in a comparison which I shall ‘have heréafter to make) to lay
open all their affairs to them, to give them a full and candid
.explanatron of his conduct which’he afterwards confesses he

is not'able to. rdo. The paragraph" has been’ just read to you.
> peoa hiaptog
i L]
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It zmounts to this: I have taken many bribes—have falsified
your accounts—have reversed the principle of them in my
own favour; I now discover to you all these my frauds, and
think myself entitled to your confidence upon this occasion.
Now all the principles of diffidence, all the principles of
distrust, nay more, all the principles upon which a man may
be convicted of premeditated fraud, and deserve the severest
punishment, are to be found in this cage, in which he says he
Yolds himself to be entitled to their confidence and trust. If
any of your lordships had a steward, who told you he had lent
you your own money, and had taken bonds from you for it,
.and if he afterwards told you that that money was neither yours
nor his, but extorted’from your tenants by some scandalous
means; 1 should be glad to know what your lordships would
think of such a steward, who should say, I will take the
freedom to add, that I think myself on such a subject, on such
an occasion, entitled to your confidence and trust, You will
obscrve his cavalier mode of expression. Instead of his ex-
hibiting the rigour and severity of an accountant and a book.
Xecper, you would think that he had been a reader of senti-
mental letiers : there is such an air of a novel running through
the whole, that it adds to the ridicule and nausea of it ;is an
oxymel of squills ; there is something to strike you with horror
for the villany of it, something to strike you with contempt
for the fraud of it; and something to strike you with utter
disgust for the vile and bad taste with which all these base in-
gredients are assorted.

Your lordships will see, when the account which is sub-
joined to this unaccountable letter comes before you, that,
though the Company had desired to know the channels
through which he got those sums, there is not (except by a
reference that appears in another place to one of the
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‘honourable court ought to know whether I possess the
dntegrity and honour which are the first requisites of such
a station. If I wanted these, they have afforded me but too
powerful incentives to suppress the information which I
now convey to them through you,and to appropriate to
my own use the sums which I have already passed to their
credit, by the unworthy and, pardon me if I-add, dangerous
reflections which they have passed upon me for the first
communication of this kiitd ; and your own experience will
suggest to you, that there are persons who waId profit by
-such a warning.
“Upon the whole of these transactions, which to you who
".are accustomed to view business in an official and regular
light may appear unprecedented, if not improper, I have
but a few short remarks to suggest to your consxderatxon.
IF T appear in any unfavourable light by these transac-
-tions, I resign the common and legal security of those who
-commit crimes or errors. I am ready to answer every
particular question that may be put agamst myself, upon
honour or upon oath.,
“The sources from which these reliefs to the pubhc
:service have come would never have yielded them to
the Company publicly ; and the exigencies of your service
(exigencies created by the exposition of your affairs, and
faction in your councils) required those supplies. '
“I could have concealed them, had I had a wrong
:motive, from yours and the public eye for ever ; and I know
that the difficulties to which a spirit of injustice may subject
-me for my candour and avowal are greater than any possible
inconvenience that could have attended the concealment,
% except ‘the- dissatisfaction of my own mind. I;These diffi-
* «culties are but a few of those which I have suifegéd in your
31 ]

i
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service. The applause of my own breast is my surest
reward, and was the support of my mind in meeting them.
Your applause, and that of my country, are my next wish
in life.”

Your lordships will observe, at the end of this letter,
that this man declares his first applause to be from his own
breast and that he next wishes to have the applause of his
employers. But reversing this, and taking their applause
first, let us see on what does he ground his hope of their
applause ? Was it on his former .conduct? No, for he
says that that conduct has repeatedly met with their dis-
approbation. Was it upon the confidence which he knew
they had in him ? No, for he says they gave “more of their
cenfidence to the meanest of his predecessors.” Observe,
my lords, the style of insolence he constantly uses with
regard to all mankind. Lord Clive was his predecessor :
Governor Cartier was his predecessor : Governor Verelst
was his predecessor :—every man of them as good as him-
self ; and yet, he says, the directors had given “more of
their confidence to the meanest of his predecessors.”” But
what was to entitle him to their applause ? a clear and full
explanation of the bribes he had taken. Bribes was to be
the foundation of their confidence in him, and the clear
explanation of them was to entitle him to their applause !
Strange grounds to build copfidence upon—the rotten
ground of corruption, accompanied with the infamy of its
avowal | Strange ground to expect applause—a discovery
which was no discovery at all! Your lordships have heard
this discovery, which I have not taken upon me to state, but
have read his own letter on the occasion. Has there at this
moment any light broken in upon you concerning this matter

But what does he say to the directors? he says, “Upon
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the whole of these tta.nsa.ctlons, whlch to you-. who are ac-
cubtomed to view business in an official and regular light, may
appear unprecedented, if not improper, I have but a few short
remarks to suggest to your consideration.” He looks upon
them, and treats them, as a set of low mechanical men; a set
of low-born book-keépers, as base souls, who in an account
call for explanation and precision, If there is no precision
in accounts, there is nothing of worth in them. You see, he
himself is an eccentric accountant, a pindaric bo'ok-keeper,,
an arithmetician in the clouds. I know, he says, what tljev
directors desire: but they are mean people; they are not of
elevated sentiments: they are modest; they avoid ostentation
in taking of bribes: I’ therefore' am playing cups and balls
with them, letting thém see a fittle ghmpse of the bribes, then
carrying them fairly away. Upon *this he founds the applause
of his own breast.

Populus me sibilat ; at mihi plaudo
Ipse domi, simul ac nummos contemplor in arca.—

‘That private Zpse plaua’o "he may have in this busmess,
which is a business of money ;. but the applause of no other
human creature will he have for glvmg such an account as he
admits this to be—itregular, uncertain, prob}ematlcal, and of
‘which no one can make eitherthead or tail. He despises us
also, who are representatives of the people, and have amongst
us all the regular officers of finance, for expecting anything
like a regular account from him. He"is hurt at it; he con-
siders it as a cruel treatment of him ; he says, Have I deserved
this treatment? Observe, my lords, he had met with no
treatment, if treatment it may be called, from us of the kind of
which he complains., The court of directors had, however,
in a way shameful, abject, low, and pusillanimous, begged of
him, as if they were his dependants, and not his masters, to



484 NVURKE'S SPELCH IN THX TRIAL OT

give them some light into the account; they desire a receiver
of money to tell from whom he received it, and how he ap-
plied it. He answers, They may be hanged for a parcel of
mean contemptible book-keepers, and that he will give them
no account at all: he says—*If you sue me’’-—there is the
point ; he always takes security in a court of law. He considers
his being called upon by these people, to whom he ought,
as a faithful servant, to give an account, and to which he
was bound by an act of parliament specially entrusting him
with the administration of the revenues, as 2 gross affront.
He adds, that he is ready to resign his defence, and to answer
upon honour or upon oath. Answering upon honour isa
strange way they have got in India, as your lordships may
see in the course of this inquiry. But he forgets that, being
the Company’s servant, the Company may bring a bill
in chancery against him, and force him, upon oath, to give an
account, Ile has not, however, given them light enough, or
afforded them sufficient ground for a fishing bill in chancery.
Yet he says, If you call upon me in a chancery way, or by
common law, I really will abdicate all forms, and give you
some account. In consequence of this the Company did
demand from him. an account, regularly and as fully and
formally as if they had demanded it in a coust of justice. He
positively refused to give them any account whatever ; and
they have never, 10 this very day in which we speak, had any
account that is at all clear or satisfactory. Your lord-
ships will see, as 1 go through this scene of fraud, falsifi-
cation, iniquity, and prevarication, that, in defiance of
his promise, which promise they quote upon him over and
over again, he has never given them any account of this
matter,

He goes on to say (and the threat is indeed alarming), that
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by calling him to account they may provoke him—to what 2
“To appropriate,” he says, “to my own use the sums which I
have already passed to your credit, by the unworthy and,
pardon me if I add, dangerous reflections which you have
passed upon me for the first communication of this kind.”
They passed no reflections : they said they would neither
praise nor blame him, but pressed him for an ‘account of a
matter which they could not understand ; and I believe your
lordships understand it no more than they, for it is not in the
compass of human understanding to conceive or comprehend
it. Instead of an account of it, he dares to threaten
them,—1I may be tempted, if you should provoke me, not to
be an honest man—to falsify your account a second time, and
to reclaim these sums which I have passed to your credit : te
alter the account again by the assistanice of Mr. Larkins.
What a dreadful declaration is this of his dominion over the
public accounts, and of his power of altering them ; a decla-
ration that, having first falsified those accounts in order to
deceive them, and - afterwards having told them of this falsi-
fication in order to gain credit with them, if they provoke him,
he shall take back the money he had carried to their account,
and make them his debtors for it. He fairly avows the
dominion he has over the Company’s accounts; and there-
fore, when he shall hereafter plead the accounts, we shall be
able to rebut tha‘f evidence, and say, The Co&)pany’s accounts
are corrupted by you through your agent, Mr. Larkins, and
we give no credit to them, because’ you not only told the
Company you could do so, but we can prove that you have
actually done it. 'What a strange medley of evasion, pretended
discovery, real concealment, fraud, and prevarication appears
in every part of this letter !

But admitting this letter to have been written upon the

t
.
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zznd of May, and kept back to the 16th of December, you
would imagine that during ali that interval of time he would
have prepared himself to give some light, some illustration of
these dark and mysterious transactions, which carried fraud
upon the very face of them. Did he do so? Not at all
Upon the 16th of December, instead of giving them some such
tlear accounts as might have been expected, he falls into a
violent passion for their expecting,them : he tells them it
would be dangerous ; and he tells them they knew who had
profited by these transactions; thus, in order to strike terror
into their breasts, hinting at some frauds which they had
practised or protected. What weight this may have had with
them I know not ; but your lordships will expect in vain that
Mr. Hastings, after giving four accounts, if any one of which is
true the other three must necessarily be false- -after having
thrown the Company’s accounts into confusion, and being
unable to tell, as he says himself, why he did so—will at last
give some satisfaction to the directors, who continued in a
humble, meek way giving him hints that he ought to do it.
You have heard nothing yet but the consequences of their
refusing to give him the present of /100,000, which he
had taken from the Nabob: they did right to refuse it to
him ; they did wrong to take it themselves.

We now find Mr. Hastings on the river Ganges in Septem-
ber, 1784,—that Ganges whose purifying water expiates s0
many sins of the Gentoos and which, one would think, would
have washed Mr. Hasting’s hands a little clean of bribery,
and would have rolled down its golden sands like another
Pactolus. Here we find him discovring another of his bribes.
This was a bribe takenupon totally a different principle,
according to his own avowal : it is a bribe not pretended to be
received for the use of the Campany ; a bribe taken absolutely,
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~entirely for himself. He tells them that he had taken between
430,000 and [40,000. This bribe, which, like the former,
he had taken without right, he tell them that he intends to
apply to his own purposes, and he insists upon their sanction
for so doing. He says he had in vain, upon a former occa-
sion, appealed to their honour liberality, and gener051ty ;
«that he now appeals to their justice, and insists upon their
decreeing this bribe which he had taken, without telling. them
from whom, where, or on what account, to his own use.

Your lordships remember, that in the letter which he wrote
from Patna on the 2oth of January, 1782, he there states, that
he was in tolerable good circumstances, and that this had
-arisen from his having continued long in their service; now
‘he had continued two years longer in their service, and he
-ig reduced to beggary ! “This,” he says, “is a single exam}i‘i'e
-of a lite spent in the accumulation of crores for your benefit,
-and doomed, inits -close, to suffer the extremity" of 'p'rivat,e
want, and te sink in obscurity.”
~ So far back as in 1773 he thought that he could save an
-exceeding good fortune out of his place. In 1782 he says,
-with gratitude, that he has made a decent private competency,
but in two years after he sunk to the extremity of private
‘want. And how does he seek to relieve that want? by taking
-2 bribe. Bribes are no longer taken by him for the Com-
pany’s service, but for his own. He takes the bribe with an
-express intention of keeping it for his own use, and he calls
‘upon the Company for their sanction. If the money was
«taken without right, no claim of his could justify it being ap-
«propriated to himself ; not cou!d the Company so appropnate
-it, for no man has a right to be generous out of arothers
goods. When he calls upon their justice and gené)roé'lgtly,--t‘hey
.almight answer, If you have a just demand upon our treasury,
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ate it, and we wili pay v ; u it is 2 demand upon owr gene-
1Isity, state your merics, and we will consider them. But I
ive paid myscif by . bribe, I have taken another man’s
woney ; and ! cali vpo: your justice~to do what? To restore
10 its owner ¢ 5o, ¢ aow me to keep it myseif, Think,
;y lords, im wpat s sitvation the Company stands. I bave
one # grear deal ier sou  this is the jackal's porton; you
ave been the ilon . 1 auve been endeavouring to prog for you,
am yous bride-pander your factor of corruption, cxposing
ayseli to every kind i scorn and ig‘nom;ny, 10 insuits, even
rom you. I pave oeun preying and piundering for you, | have
;one through every mege of licentiousness zad lewdness, wading
arough every species cf it and corruption, for your advantage.
. am now sinking ¢ the extremity of privase waur, do
rive me this—-what * moscy ’ no, this bribe ; rob me the man
vho gave me this bribe , votc me—what ? money of your own ?
hat would be generous . money you owe me ? tan: wonld be
ust : no ; money vhich 1 have extorted from another man, and
_ call upon your justice to give it me. This is dis ides of justice.
Ade says, “I am compelied 1o depart from :ha: iberal plan
which I originally adopted, and to claim from vour iustice (for
«ou have forbidden me 1o appeal to your geaerosiy) the dis-
sharge of a debt which [ can with the most scrupulous integrity
aver to be justly due, and which I cannot sustain.” Nuw, i€ any
af the Company’s servants may say I have been extravagant—
profuse—it was all meant for your good ; —let me proy uapon the
country at my pleasure ; license my bribes, frauds, and precula-
tions, and then you do me justice. What country are we in,
where these ideas are ideas of generosity and justice ?
It might naturally be expected that in this letter e would
have given some account of the person from whom he had
taken this bribe. But here, as in the other cases, he had =
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most effectual oblivion ; the Ganges, like Lethe, causes a
drowsiness, as you saw in Mr. Middleton ; they recollect
- nothing, they know nothing. He has not stated, from that day
to this, from whom he took that money ; but we have made the
discovery. And such is the use of parliamentary inquiries,
such, too, both to the present age and posterity, will be their
use, that if we pursue them with the vigour which the great
trust justly imposed upon us demands, and if your lordships
do firmly administer juséice upon this man’s frauds, you will at
once put an end to those frauds and prevarications for ever.
Your lordships will see that in this inquiry it is the diligence
of the House of Commons, which he has the audacity to call
malice, that has discovered and brought to light the frauds
which we shall be able to prove against him.

I will now read to your lordships an extract from that stuff
, called a defence, which he has either written himself, or some--
body else has written for him and which he owns or disclaims,
just as he pleases ;—when under the slow tortures of a parlia-
mentry impeachment he discovered, at length, from whom he-
got this last bribe. “The last part of the charge states, that
in my letter to the court of directors of the 21st of February
1784, I have confessed to have received another sum of money,.
the amount of which is not declared, but which, from the
application of it, could not be less than /34,000 sterling, &c.
In the year 1783, when I was actually in want of a sum of
money for my private expenses, owing to the Company not
having at that time Sufficient cash in their treasury to pay my
salary, I borrowed three lacs of rupees of Raja Naba Krishna,
an inhabitant of Calcutta, whom I desired to call upon me
with a bond properly filled up ; he ‘did so, but at the time I was:
going to execute it he entreated I would rather accept the
money than execute the bond. I neither accepted the offer nor
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‘bribe from Naba Knshna, which . he did not dxscoverw&e
time, but many years afterwards at the bar of the House
-of Commons, he declares that he wanted to apply it tothe
-contingent account for his expenses, that is, for what he pre-
tended to have laid out for the Company during a great
number of years. He proceeds, “If it should be objected
that the allowance of these demands would furnish a pre-
-cedent for others of thefike kind, I have to remark, that in
their whole amount they are but the aggregate of a contingent
account of twelve years ; and if it were to become the practice
-of those who have passed their prime of life in your service,
and filled, as I have filled it, the first office of your domi-
nion, to glean from their past accounts all the articles of
-expense which their inaccuracy or indifference hath overlooked,
'your interests would suffer infinitely less by the precedent than
by a single example of a life spent in the accumulation of
-crores for your benefit, and doomed in its close to suffer the
-extremity of private want, and to sink in obscurity.” Here is
the man that has told us at the bar of the House of Commons
that he never made up any contingent accounts ; and yet, as a
set-off against this bribe which he received for himself, and
never intended to apply to the current use of the Company, he
feigns and invents a claim upon them, namely, that he had,
without any authority of the Company, squandered away in
stationary, and budgerows, and other idle services,a sum
amounting to £34;000. But was it for the Company’s service ?
Is this language to be listened to? Evreything {I thought
fit to expend I have expended for the Company’s service—I
intended, indeed, at that time to have been generous. I inten-
-ded, out of my own pocket, to have paid for a translation of
the code of Hindu laws;: ' I was then in the prime of my life,
flowing in money, and had great expectations : I am now old ;
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f little more exacting, a little more cunning, a little more
money-making than a Jew. There is not a Jew in the meanest
corner of Duke’s-Place in London that is so crafty, so much
a usurer, so skilful how to turn money to profit, and so
resolved not to give any money but for profit, as a Hindu
broker of the class 1 have mentioned. But this man, however,
at once grows generous, and will not suffer a bond to be
given to him : and Mr. Hastings, accordingly, is thrown into
very great distress. Youw see sentiment always prevailing in
Mr. Hastings. The sentimental dialogue which must have
passed between him and a Hindu broker would have charmed
every one that has a taste for pathos and sentiment. Mr.
Hastings was pressed to receive the money as a gift—he
really does not know what to do, whether to insist upon giving
a bond or not ; whether he shall take the money for his own
use, or whether he shall take it for the Company’s use. But
it may be said of man, as it is said of woman ; the woman who
deliberates is lost. The man that deliberates about receiving
bribes is gone’; the moment he deliberates, that moment
his reason, the fortress, is lost—the walls shake; down it °

’ comes, and at the same moment enters Naba Krishna into the
citadel of his honour and ntegrity, with colours flying, with
drums beating ;and Mr. Hastings’s garrison goes out, very
handsomely indeed, with the honours of war, all for the bene-
fit of the Company. Mr. Hastings consents to take the money
from Naba Krishna ; Naba Krishna gives the money, and is
perfectly satisfied.

Mr. Hastings took the money with a view to apply it to the
Company’s service. How ? to pay his own contingent bills.
Everything that I do, says he, and all the money I squander,

& is all for the Company’s befiefit. As to particulars of ac-
counts, never look into them ; they are given you upon honour :
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“BEiBE,” who did not either extort the full amount of it from the

country, or else fall in balance to the Company to that amount,
and frequently both. In short, Mr. Hastings never was guilty -
of corruption that blood and rapine did not follow; he never
took a bribe, pretended to be for their benefit, but the-
Company’s treasury was proportionately exhausted by it.

And now was this scandalous and ruinous traffic in bribes
brought to light by the court of directors ? No, we got it in the
House-of Commons. These bribes appear to have been taken

Vé.?; various times, and upon various occasions; and it was not
till his return from Patna, in February, 1782, that the first com-
munication of any of them was made to the court of directors.
Upon the receipt of this letter, the court of directors wrote
back to him, requiring some further explanation upon the
subject. No explanation was given, but communication of
other bribes was made in his letter, said to be written in May
of the same year, but not dispatched to Europe till the Decem-
ber following. This produced another requisition from the
directors for explanation. And here your lordships are to
observe, that this correspondence is never in the way of letters
written and answers given ; but he andthe directors are per-
petually playing at hide and seek with each other, and writing
to each other at random ; Mr. Hasiings making at communica-
tion one day, the directors requiring an explanation the next ; -
Mr. Hastings giving an account of another bribe on the third
day, without giving any explanation of the former. Still, how-
ever, the directors are pursuing their chase. But it was not
till they learned that the committees of the House of Commons
(for committees of the House of commons had then some
weight) were frowning upon them for this collusion with Mr.
Hastings, that at last some honest men in the direction
were permitted to have some ascendency ; and that a proper
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letter was prepared, which I shall show your lordships,
demanding from Mr. Hastings an exact account’ of all the
pribes that he had received ; and painting to him, in colours
.as strong at least as those I use, his bribery, his- frauds and
ppeculations; and, what does them great honour for that
moment, they particularly direct that the money which was
taken from the Nabob of Oudh should. be carried to his

account. TN TN

These paragraphs were prepared by the committee of
correpondence, and, as I understand, approved by the court of
directors, but never were sent out to India. However, some-
thing was sent, but miserably weak and lame of its kind ; and
Mr. Hastings never answered it, or gave them any explanation
whatever. He now, being prepared for his departure from
Calcutta, fand having finished all his other business, went up
to Oudh upon a chase, in which just now we cannot follow
him. He returned in great disgust to Calcutta, and soon after
set sail for England, without ever giving the directors one
word of the explanation which he had so often promised, and
they had repeatedly asked.

We have now got Mr. Hastings in England, where you
will suppose some satisfactory account of all these matters
would be obtained from him. One would suppose, that on
his arrival in London he would have been a little quickened
by a menace, as he expresses it, which had been thrown out
against him in the House of Commons, that an inquiry would
be made into his conduct; and the directors, apprehen-
sive of the same thing, thought it good gently to insinuate to
him by letter, written by whom and how we do not know, that
he ought to give some explanation of these accounts, This
produced a letter which I believe in the business of the whole
world cannot be paralleled ; not even himself could be his
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parallel in this. Never did inventive folly working upon
conscious guilt, and throwing each other totally in confusion,
ever produce such a false, fraudulent, prevaricating letter as
this which is now to be given to you.

You have seen him at Patna, at Calcutta, in the country,
on tlfe"Ganges ; now you see him at the waters at Chelten-
ham : and you will find his letter from that place to com-
prehend the substance of all his former letters, and to be
a digest of all the falsity, fraud, and nonsense contained in
the whole of them. Here it is, and your lordships will
suffer it to be read.

I must beg your patience : I must acknowledge that it has
been the most difficult of all things to explain, but much
more difficult to make pleasant and not wearisome, falsity and
fraud pursued through all its artifices ; and therefore, as it has
been the most painful work to us to unravel fraud and prevari-
cation, so there is nothing that more calls for the attention,
the patience, the vigilance, and the scrutiny of an exact court
of justice. But as you have already had almost the whole of
the man, do not think it too much to hear the rest in this letter
from Cheltenham. It is dated Cheltenham, 11th of July, 1785,
addressed to William Devaynes, Esq.; and it begins thus:
Sir, The honourable court of directors, in their general letter
to Bengal, by the Surprise, dated the 16th of March, 1784,
were pleased to express their desire that I should inform them
of the periods when each sum of the presents mentioned in
my address of the zznd May, 1782, was received ; what were
my motives for withholding the several receipts from the
knowledge of the council, or of the court of directors; and
what where my reasons for taking bonds for part of these
sums, and for paying other sums into the treasury as deposits
on my own account.”” I wish your lordships to pause a

32
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original transaction, than an expression of any want of a
further elucidation of it.” - Permit me to make a few remarks
upon this extraordinary passage.. A letter is written to him,
containing a repetition of the request which had been made
thousand times before, and with which he had as often
romised to comply. And here he says, “it was lost to my
ecollection.” Observe his memory; he can forget the com-
mand, but he has an obsgure recollection that he thought it a
reprehension rather than a demand! Now a reprehension is
a stronger mode of demand. When I say to a servant, Why
have you not given me the account which I have so often
asked for? is he to answer, The reason I have not given it is
because I thought you were railing at and abusing me ? He
goes on, “I will now endeavour to reply to the different ques-
tions which have been stated to me, in as explicit a manner
as Iam able; to such information as I can give, the honour-
able court is fully entitled ; and where that shall prove defec-
tive, I will point out the only means by which it may be
rendered more complete.” In order that your lordships may
thoroughly enter into the spirit of this letter, I must request
that you will observe how handsomely and kindly these tools
of directors have expressed themselves to him ; and that even
their baseness and subserviency to him were not able to draw
from him anything that could be satisfactory to his enemies ;
for as to these his friends he cares but little about satisfying
them, though they call upon him in consequence of his own
promise ; and this he calls a reprebension. They thus express
themselves : ‘“Although it is not our entention to express any
doubt of the integrtty of the Governor-General,—on the
contrary, after having received the presents, we cannot avoid
expressing our approbation of his conduct in bringing them to
the credit of the Company,—yet we mugt confess the statement
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account in the country where they are carried on. When you
«call upon him in Bengal, he cannot give the account because
‘he is in Bengal ; when he comes to England, he cannot give
the account here, because his accounts are left in Bengal.
Again, he keeps no accounts himself, but his accounts are in
Bengal, in the hands of somebody else ; to him he refers, and
we shall see what that reference produced. “In this each
receipt was, as I recollect, specifically inserted, with the name
of the person by whom it was made ; and I shall write to him to
desire that he will furnish you with the paper itself, if it is still
in being, and in his hands, or with whatever he can distinctly
xecollect concerning it Here are accounts kept for the
Company, and yet he does not know whether they are in exis-
‘tence anywhere. ‘For my motives for withholding the several
receipts from the knowledge of the council or of the court of
directors, and for taking bonds for part of these sums, and
paying others into the treasury as deposits on my own account,
I have generally accounted in my letter to the honourable the
court of directors of the 2znd of May, 1782z ; namely, that I
either chose to conceal the first receipts from public curiosity
by receiving bonds for the amount, or possibly acted without
any studied design which my memory at that distance of time
-could verify ; and that I did not think it worth my care to
observe the same means with the rest. It will not be expected
that I should be able to give a more correct explanation of my
intentions after a lapse of three years, having declared at the
time that many particulars had escaped my remembrance :
neither shall I attempt to add more than the clearer affirmation
-of the facts implied in that report of them, and such inferences
as necessarily or with a strong probability follow them.”

You have heard of that oriental fg#re called, in the banyan
danguage, a painche ; in English, a screw :itis a puzzled and
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“I have said that the three first sums of the account were paid
into the Company’s treasury, without passing through my
hands. The second of these was forced into notice by its
destination and application to the expense of a detachment,
which was formed and employed against Madhoji Sindhia,
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, as I parti-
cularly apprised the court of directers in my letter of the 2gth
December, 1780.” 'He does not yet tell the directors from
whom he received it; we have found it out by other collateral
means. “The other two were certainly not intended, when I
received them, to be made public, though intended for public
service, and actually applied to it. The exigencies of govern
ment were atthat time my own, and every pressure upon it
rested with its full weight upon my mind. Wherever I could
find allowable means of relieving those wants, I eagerly seiz-
ed them.” Allowable means of receiving bribes !—for such
I shall prove them to be in the pafticular instances. “But
neither could it occur to me as necessary to state on our pro-
ceedings every little aid that I could thus procure, nor do
I know how I could have stated it without appearing to court
favour by an ostentation which I disdained, nor withoutthe
chance of exciting the jealousy of my colleagues by the con-
structive assertion of a separate and unparticipated merit,
derived ,from the influence of my station, to which they migilt
have had an equal claim.”

Now we see, that after hammering hisbrains for many
years he does find out his motive, which he could not verify
at the time ; namely, that if he let his colleagues know that he
was receiving bribes, and gaining the glory of receiving them',‘
they might take it into their heads likewise to have their share
in the same “glory, as they were joined in the same commls-'/
sion, enjoyed the same powers, and were sub]ect to the same ’
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allowance, or reward whatever, or anything beyond their
salary;” and this is the oath to which he alludes. Now his
reason for concealing his bribes from his inferiors, :this com-
mittee, under these false and fraudulent bonds, he states thus:
“T should have deemed it particularly dishonourable to receive
for my own use money tendered by a certain class, from
whom I had interdicted the receipt of presents to my inferiors,
and bound them by oath not to receive them : I was therefore
more than ordinarily cagtious to avoid a suspicion of it, which
‘would scarcely have failed to light upon me had I suffered the
money to be brought to my own house, or that of any person
known to be in trust for me.” My lords, here he comes
‘before you, avowing that he knew the practice of taking money
from these people was a thing dishonourable in itself. “I
should have deemed it particularly dishonourable to receive
for my own use, money tendered by men of a certain class,
' from whom I had interdicted the receipt of presents to my
inferiors, and bound them by oath not to receive them.” He
held it particularly dishonourable to receive them : He had
bound others by an oath not to receive them : but he received
them himself, and why does he conceal it ? why, because, says
he, if the suspicion came upon me, the dishonour would fall
upon my pate. Why did he, by an oath, bind his inferiors not
to take these bribes? Why, because it was base and dis-
honourable so to do ; and because it would be mischievous
and ruinous to the Company's affairs to suffer them to take
bribes. Why then did he take them himself ? It was ten
times more ruinous that he, who was at the head of the
Company’s government, and had bound up others so strictly,
should practise‘the same himself ; and, therefore, says he, “I
was more than ordinarily cautious.”—What ? To avoid it ?
No; tocarry it on in so clandestine and private a manner
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as a deposit, I am utterly ignorant. Possibly it was done
without any special direction from me; possibly because it was
the simplest mode of entry, and therefore preferred, as “the
transaction itself did not require concealment, having been
already avowed.” My lords, in fact every word of thisis
either false or groundless : it is completely fallacious in every
part. The first sum, he says, was entered as a loan; the
second as a deposit. Why was this done? Because, when
you enter moneys of (this kind, you must enter them under
some name, some head of account; and I entered them,
he says, under these, because otherwise there was no entering
them at all. Is this true? Will he stick to this? I shall
desire to know from his learned counsel, some time or other,
whether that is a point he will take issue upon. Your lord-
ships will see there were other bribes of his, which he brought
under a regular official head, namely, drbar charges; and
there is no reason why he should not have brought these
under the same head. Therefore what he says, that there is
no other way of entering them but as loans and deposits, is
not true. He next says, that in the second sums there was
no reason for concealment, because it was avowed : but that
false deposit was as much concealment as the false loan, for
he entered that money as his own; whereas, when he had a
mind to carry any money to the Company’s account, he new
how to do it, for he had been accustomed to enter it under
a general name, called durbar charges ; a name, which, in its
extent at least, was very much his own invention, and which,
as he gives no account of those charges, is as large and
sufficient to cover any fraudulent expenditure in the ac-
count as, one would think, as any person could wish. You see
him, then, first guessing one thing, then another ; first giving
this reason, then another: at last however, he seems to
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train of meditation upon what he might have done or might
have said ; and, lastly, he says, contrary to all his former
declarations, “that he had never meant nor could give the-
directors the least notice of them at all, as they had answered
his purpose, and as he had dismissed them from his remem-
brance.” I intended, he says, always to keep them secret,
though I have declared to you solemnly, over and over again,
that I did not. Iv'da not care how you discovered them ; I
have forgotten them ; I have dismissed them from my remem-
brance. Is this the way in which money is to be received and
accounted for ?

He then proceeds thus: “But when fortune threw a sum of
money in my way, of a magnitude which could not be con-
cealed,—and the peculiar delicacy of my situation, at the time
I received it, made me more circumspect of appearances,—I
chose to apprize my employers of it, which I did hastily and
generally : hastily, perhaps, to prevent the vigilance and
activity of secret calumny; and generally, because I knew
not the exact amount of which I was in the receipt, but
not in the full possession. I promised to acquaint them with
the result as soon as I should be in possesion of it; and,
in the performance of my promise, I thought it consistent
with it to add to the amount all the former appropriations
of the same kind ; my good genius then suggesting to me
- with a spirit of caution which might have spared me the
trouble of this apology, had I universally attended to it, that
if T had suppressed them, and they were afterwards known,
I might be asked what were my motives for witholding a part
of these receipts from the knowledge of the court of directors,
and informing them of the rest, it being my wish to clear up-
every doubt.”” I am almost ashamed to remark upon the
tergiversations and prevarications perpetually ringing the
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a service, which he thought a service of danger, he indorsed
the false bonds which he had taken from the Company, declar-
ing them to be none of his. You will observe, that these
bonds had been in his hands from the gth or 15th of January
(I am not quite sure of the exact date) to the day when he
went upon this service, some time in the month of July, 1784.
This service he had formerly declared he did not apprehend to
be a service of danger : but he found it to be so after: it was
in anticipation of that*danger that he made this attestation and
certificate upon the bonds. But who ever saw them ? Mr. Larkins
saw them, says he: I gave them to Mr. Larkins. We will
show you hereafter that Mr. Larkins deserves no credit in this
business : that honour binds him not to discover the secrets
of Mr. Hastings. But why did he not deliver them up entirely,
when he was going upon that service? for all pretence of
concealment in the business was now at an end, as we shall
prove. Why did he not cancel these bonds? why keep them
at all? why not enter truly the state of the account in the
Company’s records ? But I indorsed them, he says. Did you
deliver them so indorsed into the treasury ? No; I delivered
them indorsed into the hands of my bribe-broker and agent.
But why not destroy them, or give them up to the Company,
and say you are paid, which would have been the only truth
in this transaction? Why did you not indorse them before ?
Why not during the long peripd of so many years cancel them ?
No, he kept them to the very day when he was going from
Calcutta, and had made a declaration that they were not his.
Never before, upon any account, had they appeared; and
though the committee of the House of Commons, in the ele-
venth report, had remarked upon all these scandalous proceed-
ings and prevarications, yet he was not stimulated, even then,
to give up these bonds. He held them in his hands till the
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My lords, I am come now near the period of this class
‘of Mr. Hastings’s bribes. I am a little exhausted. There are
many circumstances that might make me wish not to delay
this business by taking up another day at your lordships’ bar,
in order to go through this long intricate scene of corruption.
But my strength now fails me. 1 hope within a very short
time, to-morrow or the next court day, to finish it, and to go
directly into evidence, as I_long much to do, to substantiate
the charge; but it was necessary that the evidence should bé
explained. You have heard as much of the drama as I could
ge through; bear with my weakness a little. Mr. Larkins’s
letter will be the epilogue to it. I have already incurred the
censure of the prisoner; I mean to increase it by bringing
home to him the proof of his crimes, and to display them in
all their force and turpitude. It is my duty to do it; I feel
it an obligation nearest to my heart,

)

.
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what less, that he cannot recollect what his motives were
to certain actions, which upon the very fate of them ap-
peared fraudulent. He is called to an account some years
after to explain what they were, and he makes a just re-
flection upon it : namely, that as his memory did not enable
him to find out his own motive at the former time, it is not to
be expected that it would be clearer a year after. Your lordships
will, however, recollect, that in the Cheltenham letter, which
is made of no perishable.stu&, he begins again to guess; but
after he has guessed, and guessed again, and after he has gone
through all the motives he can possibly assign for the action,
he tells you, he does not know whether those were his real
motives, or whether he has not invented them since.

In that situation the accounts of the Company were left,
with regard to very great sums which passed through Mr.
Hastings’s hands, and for which he, instead of giving his
masters credit, took credit to himself ; and being their debtor,
as he confesses himself to be, at that time took a security for
that debt, as if he bad been their creditor. This required
explanation : explanation he was called upon for over and over
again : explanation he did not give, and declared he could not
give. He was called upon for it when in India ; he had not
leisure to attend to it there. He was called upon for it when
in Europe ; he then says he must send for it to India. With
much prevarication, and much insolence too, he confesses
himself guilty of falsifying the Company’s accounts by making
himself their creditor when he was their debtor, and giving
false accounts of this false transaction. The court of directors
was slow to believe him guilty ; parliament expressed a strong

. cion of his guilt, and wished for further information.
Mr. Hastings, about this time, began to imagine his conscience
to be a faithful and true monitor, which it were well he had
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of these articles entered in :the account of the 22nd of May
as a deposit had been received from Mr. Hastings as a bribe
from Chait Singh : he produced an extract of a letter relative
to it, which your Jordships in the course of this trial may see,
-and which will lead us into a further and more minute inquiry
on that head; but when that committee made their report in
1783, not one single article had been explained to parliament,
not one explained to the Company, except this bribe of Chait
Singh, which Mr. Hastifgs had never thought proper to com-
municate to the East-India Company, either by himself, nor,
as far as we could find out, by his agent; nor was it at last
.otherwise discovered than as it was drawn out from him by
a long examination in the committee of the House of Com-
mons. And thus, notwithstanding the letter he had written
and the agents he employed, he seemed absolutely and firmly
resolved to give his employers no satisfaction at all. What
is curious in this proceeding is, Mr. Hastings, all the time he
conceals, endeavours to get himself the credit of a discovery.
Your lordships have seen what his discovery is; but Mr.
Hastings, among his other very extraordinary acquisitions,
has found an effectual method of concealment through dis-.
-covery. 1 will venture to say that, whatever suspicions there
might have been of Mr. Hastings’s bribes, there was more

-effectual concealment in regard to every circumstance respect-

ing them in that discovery than if he had kept a tolal silence.
‘Other means of discovery might have been found, but this
standing in the way prevented the employment of those
means. : i
Things continued in :this state till the time of the letter
#drom Cheltenham : the Cheltenham letter declared that Mr.
Hastings knew nothing of the matter; that he had brought
with him no accounts to England upon the subject; and
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them. This letter was directed to Mr. Devaynes, chairman of
the court of directors. It does not appear that the court of
directors wrote anything to India in consequence of it, or that
they directed this satisfactory account of the business should
be given them ; but some private communications passed
between Mr. Hastings, or his agents, and Mr. Larkins. There
was a general expectation upon this occasion, I believe, in the
House of Commons, and in the nation at large, to know what
would become of the portentous inquiry. Mr, Hastings has
always contrived to have half the globe between question and
answer ; when he was in India, the question wentto him, and
then he adjourned his answer till he came to England ; and,
when he came to England, it was necessary his answer should
arrive from India ; so that there is no manner of doubt that all
time was given for digesting, comparing, collating, and making
up a perfect memory upon the occasion. But, my lords, Mr.
Larkins, who has in custody Mr, Hastings’s memory, no small
part of his conscience, and all his accounts, did, at last, in
compliance with Mr. Hastings’s desire, think proper to send
an account. Then, at last, we may expect light. Where are
we to look for accounis but from an accountant-general ?
where are they to be met with, unless from him ? and, accor-
dingly, in that night of perplexity into which Mr. Hastings’s
correspondence had plunged them, men looked up to the!
dawning of the day which was to follow that star ; the littlei
Lucifer which, with his lamp, was to dispel the shades of
night, and give us some sort of light into this dark, mysterious
transaction. At last the little lamp appeared, and was laid on
the table of the House of Commons, on the motion of Mr.
Hastings’s friend : for we did not know of its arrival. It
arrives, with all the intelligence, all the memory, accuracy,
and clearness which Mr. Larkins can furnish for Mr. Hastings,
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‘Dinajpur; not the person paid to, not the person paying, are
‘mentioned, nor any other circumstance, except the signature,
G. G. §.; this might serve for George Gilbert Sanders,
or any other name you please : and seeing Crof?s above it,
you might imagine it was an Englishman : and this, which I
call a geographical and a chronological accoﬁnt, is the only
account we have. Mr. Larkins, upon the mere face of the
account, sadly disappoints us ; and I will venture to say, that
in matters of account Bengal book-keeping is as remote from
good book-keeping as the Bengal painches are remote from
all the rules of good composition.

We have however got some light; namely, that one
G. G. S. has paid some money to Mr. Crofts for some
purpose ; but from whom we know not, nor where : that there
is a place called Dinajpur, and that Mr. Hastings received
some money from somebody in Dinajpur.

The next article is Pa/na. Your lordships are not so ill
acquainted with the geography of India as not to know that
there is such a place as Pafna, nor so ill acquainted with the
chronology of it as not to know that there are three months
called Baisakh, Ashwin, Chaitra. Here was paid to Mr.
Crofts two lacs of rupees, and there was left a balance of
about two more. : .

But, though you learn, with regard to the province of
Dinajpur, that there is a balance to be discharged by G, G.
S.; yet, with regard to Patna, we have not even a G. G. S.;
we have no sort of light whatever to know through whose
hands the money passed, nor any glimpse of light whatever
respecting it. You may expect to be made amends in the
other province, called Nadia, where Mr. Hastings had received
a considerable sum of money : there is the very same dark-
ness ; not a word from whom received, by whom received,
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that there remains such a balance.. When' you 'come and
compare the money received by Mr. Crofts with these kabu-
liyats, you find that the kabuliyats amount to £95,000, and
that the receipt has been about [£55,000, and that upon the
face of this account there is {40,000, somewhere or other
unaccounted for: - There never was such a mode of account-
keeping, except in the new system of this bribe exchequer.

Your lordships will now see, from this luminous; satisfac-
tory, and clear-account, which could come‘from no other than
a great accountant and a great financier, establishing some
new system of finance, and recommending it to the world as
superior to those old-fashioned, foolish establishments, the
Exchequer and Bank of England, what lights are received
from Mr. Hastings.

‘However, it does so happen that from these obscure hints.
we have been able to institute examinations which have dis-
covered such a mass of fraud, guilt, corruption, and oppression,
as probably never before existed since the beginning of the
world : and in that darkness we hope and trust the diligence
and zeal of the House of Commons will find light sufficient to
make a full discovery of his base crimes. We hope and trust
that after all his concealments, and though he appear resolved
to die in the last dyke of prevarication, all his artifices will not
be able to secure him from the siege which the diligence of
the House of Commons has laid to his corruptions.

Your lordships will remark in a paragraph, which, though
it stands last, is the first in principle, in Mr. Larkins’s letter,
that, having before given his comment, he perorates, as is.
natural, upon such an occasion. This peroration, as is usual
in perorations, is in favour of the parties speaking it, and
ad conciliandum auditorem. “Conscious (he says) that the
concern which T have had in these transactions needs neither
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the relations of life, and the eternal and immutable rules of
morality, and appears in its substance alien to them, changes-
its nature ; and, instead of justifying a breach of duty, ag-
gravates all its mischiefs to'an almost infinite degree; by the’
apparent lustre of the surface it hides from you the baseness
and deformity of the ground : here is Mr. Hastings’s agent,
Mr. Larkins, the Company’s general accountant, prefers nis
attachment to Mr. Hastings to his duty to the Company.
Instead of the account Whick he ought to give to them, in
consequence of the trust reposed in him, he thinks himself
bound by honour to Mr. Hastings, if Mr. Hastings had not
called for that explanation, not to have given it ; so that what-
ever obscurity is in this explanation, it is because Mr. Hastings.
did not authorize or require him to give a clearer. Here is a
principle of treacherous fidelity, of perfidious honour, of the
faith of conspirators against their masters, the faith of robbers
against the public, held up against the duty of an officer in a
public situation. You see how they are bound to one another,
and how they give their fidelity to keep the secrets of one
another, to prevent the directors having a true knowledge of
their affairs ; and, I am sure, if you do not destroy this ho-
nour of conspirators and this faith of robbers, that there will
be no other honour and no other fidelity among the servants
in India. Mr. Larkins, your lordships see, adheres to the
principle of secrecy ; you will next remark, that Mr. Hastings
had as many bribefactors as bribes ; there was confidence
to be reposed in each of them, and not one of these men
appears to be in the confidence of another. You will
find in this letter the policy, the frame, and constitution
of this new exchequer. Mr. Crofts seems to have known
things which Mr. Larkins did not. Mr. Larkins knew things.
which Ganga Govind Singh!did not. Ganga Govind Singh
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of them in Mr. Hastings. These accounts come at last,
though late, from Mr. Larkins, who, I will venture to say, let
the banyans boast what they will, has skill perhaps equal to
the best of them: he begins by explaining to you something
concerning the present of the ten lacs. I wish your lordships
always to take Mr. Hastings's word, where it can be had,
or Mr. Larkins’s who was the representative of, and memory-
keeper to, Mr. Hastings; and then I may perhaps take the
liberty of making some®observations upon it—*“Extract of a
letter from William Larkins, accountant-general of Bengal,
to the chairman of the East-India Company, dated sth
August, 1786. Mr. Hastings returned from Benares to
Calcutta on the 5th February, 1782, at that time wholly
ignorant of the letter which on the 20th January he wrote
from Patna, to the secret committee of the honourable
the court of directors. The rough draught of this letter, in
the hand-writing of Major Palmer, is now in my possession,
Soon after his arrival at the presidency, he requested me
to form the account of his receipts and disbursements, which
you will find journalized in the 28oth, &c., and 307th pages
of the honourable Company's general books of the year
1781-2. My official situation as accountant-general had
previously convinced me that Mr. Hastings could not have
made the issues which were acknowledged as received from
him by some of the paymasters of the army, unless he had
obtained some such supply as that which he afterwards,
namely, on the 22nd of May, 1782, made known to me,
when I immediately suggested to him the necessity of his
transmitting that account which accompanied his letter of
that ate till when the promise contained in his letter of
2oth January had entirely escaped his recollection.”

The first thing I would remark on this, and I believe
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ne was his faithful and constant attendant through the whole,
yet he could give no accountof it. Mr. Hastings’s munshi
1hen reads three lines from a paper to Mr. Larkins. Now, it
is no way even insinuated that both the Bengali and Persian
papers did not contain the account of other immense sums ;
and indeed, from the circumstance of only three lines being
read from the Persian paper, your lordships will be able in
your own minds to form_ some judgment upon this business.

I shall now proceed with his letter of explanation! “The
particulars,” he goes on to say, ‘“of the paper No. 1 were read
to me from a Bengali paper by Mr. Hastings’s banyan, Kanto
Babu : and, if I am not mistaken, the three first lines of that
No. 2 were read over to me from a Persian paper by his
munshi. The translation of these particulars, made by me, was
as I verily believe, the first complete memorandum that he
ever possessed of them in ‘the English language ; and I am
confident that if I had not suggested to him the necessity of his
taking this precaution, h%would at this moment have been un-
able to have afforded any such information concerning
them”. " :

Now, my lords, if he had not got, on the intimation of Mr.
Larkins, some scraps of paper, your lordships might have, at
this day, wanted that valuable information which Mr. Larkins
‘has laid before you. These, however, contain, Mr. Larkins
says, “the first complete”—what >—account, do you imagine ?
no ; “the first complete memorandum.” You would imagine
that he would himself, for his own use, have notched down
somewhere or other, in short-hand, in Persian charactérs, short
without vowels, or in some other way, memorandums : but he
had not himself even a memorandum of this business : ; and,
consequently, when he was at Cheltenham and even here at
your bar, he could never have had any account of a sum of
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- mecessary that he should keep some paper or other of an
account. We have heard of the base, wicked, and mercenary
license that has been used by these gentlemen of India
towards the House of Commons; a license to libel and
traduce the diligence of the House of Commons, the purity
of their motives, and the fidelity of their actions, by which
the very means of informing the people are attempted to be
used for the purpose of leaving them in darkness and delu-
sion. But, my lords, when the accountant-General declares
that if the House of Commons had not expressed, as they
ought to express, much diffidence and distrust respecting
these transactions, and even suspected him of perjury, this
very day that man would not have produced a scrap of those
papers to you, but might have turned them to the basest and
most infamous of uses :—if, I say, we have saved these valuable
fragments by suspecting his integrity, your lordships will see
suspicion is of some use ; and I hope the world will learn that
punishment will be of use too, in preventing such transac-
tions.

Your lordships have seen that no two persons know any-
thing of these transactions : you see that even memorandums
of transactions of very great moment, some of which had
passed in the years 1779, were not even so much as put in
the shape of complete memoranda until May, 1782 ; you see
that Mr. Hastings never kept them : and there is no reason
to imagine that a black banyan and a Persian munshi would
have been careful of what Mr. Hastings himself, who did not
seem to stimulate his accountant to a vast deal of exactness
and a vast deal of fidelity, was negligent. You see that Mr.
Larkins, our last, our only hope, if he had not been suspected
by the House of Commons, probably would never have kept
these papers : and that you could not have had this valuable
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otherwise mever would have yielded tf; which, though small in
proportion to the other revenue, yet is a diamond, something
that by its value makes amends for its want of ‘bulk ; falling
short by £40,000 out of 95,000. Here is a system made for
fraud and producing all the effects of it.

Upon the face of this account, the agreement was to yleld
to Mr. Hastings, some way or other, to be paid to Mr. Crofts,
95,000, and there was a deficiency of £40,000. Would any
man, even with no mose sense than Mr. Hastings, who wants
all the faculties of the human mind, who has neither memory
nor judgment,—any man who was that poor, half-idiot crea-
ture that Mr. Hastings pretends to be, engage in a dealing
that was to extort from some orfle or other an agreement -to
pay 495,000, which was not to produce more than £5 5,000 ?
What, then, is become of it ? Is it in the hands of Mr. Has-
tins’s wicked bribe-brokers, or in his own hands? is it in
arrear ? do you know anything about it ? whom are you to
apply to for information ? why, to G. G; S., G. G. S. I find to
be; what indeed I suspected him to be, 2 person that I Rave
mentioned frequently to your lordskips, and that you will often
hear of, commonly‘called Ganga Govind Singh, in a short word,
the wickedest of the whole race of banyans : the consolidated
wickedness of the whole body is to be found in this man.

Of the deficiency which appears in this agreement with
somedody or other on the part of Mr. Hastings through
Ganga Govind Singh, you will expect to hear some explana-
tion. Of the first sum which is said to have been paid
through Ganga Govind Singh, amounting on the kabuliyat
to four lacs, and of which no more than two lacs was
actually received,—that is to say, half of it was sunk,—we
have this memorandum only, “Although Mr. Hastings was
extremely dlssatlsﬁed with the excuses Ganga Govmd Singh
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will enable us to fix one of the most scandalous and most mis-
chievous bribes, in all the circumstances of it upon Mr.
Hastings, that was ever known. If he extorted {40,000 under
pretence of the Company’s service, here isagain another
failure of halt the money. Oh, my lords you will find that
even the remaining part was purchased with the loss of one
of the best revenues in India, and with the grievous distress of
a country that deserved well your protection, instead of being
robbed to give £20,000 to the Company, and another
420,000 to some robber or other, black or white. Whenl
say given to some other robber, black or white, I do-
not suppose that either generosity, friendship, or even
communion, can exist in that country between white
men and black ; no, their colours are not more adverse
than their characters and tempers. There is not that
idem wvelle et idem molle ; there are none of those habits
of life, nothing that can bind -men together even in the
most afdinary sceiety : tie myiual means of such an ufioh
do not exist between them. It is a money dealing, and a
money-dealing only, which can exist between them ; and
“when you hear that a black man is favoured, and that £20,000
is pretended to be left in his hands, do not believe it ; indeed,
you cannot believe it ; for we will bring evidence to show that
there is no friendship between these people : and that when
black men give money to a white man, it is a bribe : and that
when money is given to a black man, he is only a sharer with
the white man in their infamous profits. We find, howe_ver,
somebody anonymous, with 420,000 left in his hands; and
when we come to discover who the man is, and the final
balance which appears against him in his account with the
Company, we find that for this £20,000 which was received:
for the Company they paid such a'compound interest as was-
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them perhaps some of the mercantile faults. But they have,
like Mr. Hastings, forgotten totally the mercantile character ;
and, accordingly, neither accuracy nor fidelity of account
do they ever require of Mr. Hastings. They have too much
confidence in him ; and he accordingly acts like a man in
whom such confidence, without reason, is reposed.

Your lordships may perhaps suppose that the payment of
this money was an act of friendship and generosity in the
people of the country ? No ; we have found out and shall
prove from whom he got it ; at least we shall produce such
a conjecture upon it as your lordships will think us bound to
do, when we have such an account before us. Here on the
face of the account there is no deficiency ; but when we look
into it, we find, skulking in a corner, a person called Nund
Lal, from whom there is received 58,000 rupees. You will
find that he, who appears to have paid up this money, and
which Mr. Hastings spent as he pleased in his journey to
Benares, and who consequently must have had some trust
reposeéd in him, was the wickedest of men next to those
I have mentioned ; always giving the first rank to Ganga, «
Govind Singh, primus inter pares, the second to Debi Singh,
the third to Kanto Babu ; this man is fit to be one next on a
par with them. Mr, Larkins, when he comes to explain this
article, says, “ I-believe it is for a part of the Dinajpur pesh-
kash, which would reduce the balance to about £5,000;” but
he does not pretend to know what it is given for; he gives
several guesses at it; but, he says, “As I do not know, I ghall
not pretend to give more than my conjecture upon it.” "He
is in the right, because we shall prove Nund Lal never did or
had anything to do with the Dinajpur peshkash. These are
very extraordinary proceedings. It is my business simply to
state them to your lordships now (we will give them in
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than Mr. Larkins must have been with the comparative
state of Bengal and English months. How are we to
account for this gross inaccuracy ? ' If you have a poet;
if you have a politician, if you have a moralist inaccurate,
you know that these are cases which, from the narrow bounds
of our weak faculties, do not perhaps admit of accuracy.
But what is an inaccurate accountant good for? “Silly
man, that dost not lcnow thy own silly trade I” was once
well said: but the trade here is not silly. You do not
.even praise an accountant for being accurate, because you
have thousands of them; but you justly blame a public ac-
countant who is guilty of a gross inaccuracy. But what end
could his being inaccurate answer—why not name October
as well as November ? I know no reason for it; but here is
certainly a gross mistake ; and, from the nature of the thing,
it is hardly possible to suppose it to be a mere mistake, But,
take it that it is a mistake, and to have nothing of fraud, but
mere carelessness,—this in a man valued by Mr. Hastings
for being very punctilious and accurate is extraordinary.

But, to return to the bonds. We find a bond taken in the
month of Srabah, 1186, or 1779, but the receipt is said to be
in Aswin, 1780 that is to say, there was a year and about
three months between the collection and the receipt ; and,
during all that period of time, an enormous sum of money
had lain in the hands of Ganga Govind Sing, to be employed
when Mr. Hastings should think fit. He employed it, he says,
for.the Marhatta expedition. Now, he began that letter on

" the 2gth of November, by telling y'ou that the bribe would
not have been taken from Chait Singh, if it had not been at
the instigation. of an exigency, which it seems required a
supply of money to be procured lawfully or unlawfully. “But
in.fact there was no exigency for it before the Berar army
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by the Marhattas suddenly invading Bengal, and he was
obliged to refer to his bribe-fund, he finds that fund empty,
and that in supplying money for this exigencé, he takes a
bond for two thirds of his own money and one-third of the
Company’s. For, as I stated before, Mr. Larkin’s proves of
one of these accounts, that he took in the month of January
for this bribe-money, which, according to the principles he
lays down, was the Company’s money, three bonds as for
money advanced from Ris own cash. Now this sum of three
lacs, instead of being all his own, as it should appear to be in
the month of January when he took the bonds ; or two-thirds
his own and one-third the Company’s, as he said in his letter of
the 29th of November: turns out by Mr. Larkin’s account,
paragraph g, which I wish to mark to your lordships, to be
two-thirds the Company’s money and one-third his own : and
yet it is all confounded under bonds, as if the money had been
his own. What can you say to this heroic sharper disguised
under the name of a patriot, when you find him to be nothing
but a downright cheat, first taking money under the Company’s
name, then taking their securities to him for their own money,
and afterwards entering a false account of them ; contradicting
that by another account; and God knows whether the third
be true or false 7 These are not things that I am to make out
by any conclusion of mine; here they are, made out by
himself and Mr. Larkins, and comparing them with his letter
of the 27th you find a gross fraud covered by a direct false-
hood.

We have now done with Mr. Larkins’s account of the
bonds ; and are come to the other species of Mr. Hastings's -
frauds (for there is a great variety in them), and first to Chait
Singh’s bribe. Mr. Larkins came to the knowledge of the
bond-mdney through Ganga Govind Singh and through Kanto

35
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Babu ; of this bribe he was not .in the secret originally, but
was ;\ﬁerwards made a conﬁdant in it : it was-carried to him ;
and the account he gives of it I will state to your. lordships.
“The fourth sum stated in Mr. Hastmgs 8 account was the
produce of sundry payments made to me by Sadanand, Chait
Singh’s bakhsi, who either brought or sent the gold mohurs toe
my house, from whence they were taken by me to Mr. Crofts,
either on the same night or early in'the morning after : they
were made at different times, and I well remember that the
same people never came twice. On the 21st June, 1780, Mr.
' Hastings sent for me, and desired that I would take charge of
a present that had been offered to him by Chait Singh’s
bakhsi, under the plea of atoning for the opposition which
he had made towards the payment of the extra subsidy for
defraying part of the expenses of the war; but really in the
hope of its inducing Mr. Hastings to give up that claim ; with
which view the present first had been offered. Mr. Hastings
declared that, although he would not take this for his own use,
he would apply it to that of the Company, in removing Mr.
Francis’s objections to the want of a fund for defraying
the extra expenses of Colonel Camac’s detachment. On
my return to the office, I wrote down the substance of what
Mr. Hastings had said to me, and requested Mr. James Miller,
my deputy, to seal it up with his own seal, and write upon it
that he had then done so at my request. He was not further
informed of my motive for this, than merely that it contained
the substance of a conversation which had passed between me
and another gentleman, which, in case that conversation
should hereafter become the subject of inquiry, I wished to
be able to adduce the memorandum then made of it, in corro-
boration of my own testimony ; and although that paper has
remained unopened to this hour, and not withstanding that I
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%kept no memorandum whatever of the substance thereof,
yet, as I have wrote this representation under the most
scrupulous adherence to what I conceived to be truth, should
it ever become necessary to refer to this paper, I am con-
fident that it will not be found to differ materially from the
substance of this representation. '

I forgot to mention, that besides these two bands which
Mr. Hastings declared to be the Company’s, and one bond
his own, that he slipped into the place of the bond of his own
a much better ; namely, a bond of November, which he never
mentioned to the Company till the 22znd of May ; and this
bond for current rupees 1,74000, or sicca rupees I,50,000,
was taken for the payment stated in the paper No. I to have
been made to Mr. Crofts on the 11th Agrahayan, 1187, which
corresponds to the 23rd of November, 178c. This is the
Nadia money, and this is all that you know of it; you know
that this money, for which he had taken this other bond from
the Company, was not his own neither, but bribes taken from
the other provinces.

I am ashamed to be troublesome to your lordships in this,
dry affair, but the detection of fraud requires a good deal of
patience and assiduity, and we cannot wander into anything
that can relieve the mind ; if it was in my power to do it, I
would do it. I wish, however, to call your lordships’ attention
to this last bribe, before I quitthese bonds. Such is the
confusion, so complicated, so intricate are these bribe ac-
.counts, that there is always something left behind, glean never
so much from the paragraphs of Mr. Hastings and Mr. Lar-
kins. I could not bring them to account, says Mr. Larkins.
They were received before the 1st and 2nd of October. Why
does not the running treasury account give an account of
them ? The Committee of the House of Commons examined
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it was not carried to. the -house of Mr. .Crofts, who was to
receive it finally, but to the house of Mr. Larkins, as a less
suspgct‘ed; place ; and that it was conveyed in various sums, no
mo,pepple ever returning twice with the various payments
which made up that sum of £23,000 or thereabouts. Now do
you want an instance of prevarication and trickery in an
account ? If any person should inquire whether £23,000 had
been paid by Chait Singh to Mr. Hastings, there was not any
one man’ living, or any person cencerned in the transaction,
«except Mr. Larkins, who received it, that could give an
account of how much he received, or who brought it. As no
two people areever his confidants in the same transaction in
Mr. Hastings’s accounts, so here no two people are permitted
10 have any share whatever in bringing the several fragments
that make up this sum. This bribe, you might imagine, would
thave been entered by Mr. Larkins to some public account, at
Jeast to the fraudulent account of Mr. Hastings. No such
thing ; it was never entered till the November following. It
was not entered till Mr. Francis had left Calcutta. All these
corrupt transactions were carried on privately by Mr. Hastings
alone, without any signification to his colleagues of his
«carrying on this patriotic traffic, as he called it. Your lord-
ships will also consider both the person who employs such a
fraudulent accountant, and his ideas of his duty in his office.
These are matters for your lordships’ grave determination ;
but I appeal to you, upon the face of these accounts, whether
you ever saw anything.so gross ; and whether any man could
be daring enough to attempt to impose upon the credulity of
the wea};est of mankind, much more to impose upon such a
«court as this, such accounts as these are.

1f the Company had a mind to inquire what is become of
all the debts due to them, : and where is the kabuliyat, he refqrs
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is the Bengal account saved so miraculously on the 22nd
of May. ek

Next comes the Persian account. You have heard of a
present, to which it refers. It has been already stated, but it
must be a good deal further explained. Mr. Lirkins states
that this account was taken from a paper, of which three lines,
and only three lines, were read to him by a Persian munshi ;
and it is not pretended that this was the whole of it. The
three lines read are as follows :—“From the Nabob (meaning
the Nabob of Oudh) to the Governor-General, six lacs,
£60,000. From Husain Reza Khan and Haidar Beg Khan to
ditto, three lacs, £30,000 ; and ditto to Mrs. Hastings, one
lac, £10,000.”

Here, I say, are the three lines that were read by a
Persian munshi. Is he a man you can call to account
for these particulars ? No; he is an anonymous munshi :
his name is not so much as mentioned by Mr. Larkins,
nor hinted at by Mr. Hastings; and you find these sums,
which Mr. Hastings mentions as a sum in gross given to
himself, are not so. They were given by three persons; one
six lacs - was given by the Nabob to the Governor ; another of
three lacs more by Husian Reza Khan ; and a third, one lac,
by both of them clubbing, as a present to Mrs. Hastings.
This is the first discovery that appears of Mrs. Hastings
having been concerned in receiving presents for the Governor-
General and' others, in addition to Ganga Govind Singh,
Kanto Babu and Mr. Crofts. Now, if this money was not
received for the Company, is it proper and right to take it
from Mrs. Hastings ? Isthere honour and justice in taking
from a lady a gratuitous present made to her? Yet Mr.
Hastings says he has applied it all to the Company’s
service. He has .done ill in suffering it'fo be received at all,
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being subject to the laws in the same manner as their
husbands : and though I do not impute to any one any crimi-
nality here, I should think myself guilty of a scandalous!
dereliction of my duty, if I did not mention the fact to your
lordships. But I press it no further : here are the accounts,
delivered in by Mr. Larkins at Mr. Hastings’s own requisition,
The three lines which were read out of a Persian paper are
followed by a long accpunt of the several species in which!
this present was received, and converted by exchange into one
common standard. Now as these lines of paper, which arej
said to have been read out of a Persian paper, contain an ac-|
.count of bribes to the amount of £100,000, and as it is’
not even insinuated that this was the whole of the paper, but
rather the contrary indirectly implied, I shall leave it for your
lordships in your serious consideration to judge what mines
-of bribery that paper might contain. For why did not Mr.
Larkins get the whole of that paper read and translated ? The
moment any man stops in the midst of an account, he is snop—'i
ping in the midst of a fraud. ‘
My lords, I have one further remark to make upon these’
accounts. The kabuliyats, or agreements for the payments}
of these bribes, amount, in the three specified provinces, to:
£95,000. .Do you believe that these provinces were thus;
particularly favoured? Do you think that they were chosen!
-as a little demesne for Mr. Hastings ? That they were the onlyi
provinces honoured with his protection, so far as to takey
bribes from them ? Do you perceive anything in their local:
gituation that should distinguish them from other provinces;
of Bengal ¢ What is the reason why Dinajpur, Patna, Nadia
should have the post of honour assigned them ? What reasonf
.can be given for not taking bribes also from Burdwan, from.
Bishnupur, in short, from all the sixty-eight collections which
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foreign to the subject I am now discussing, in order to keep
you from the discovery of that gross bribery, that shameful
peculation, that abandoned prostitution and corruption, which
he has practised with indemnity and impunity to this day,.
from one end of India to the other.

At the head of the only account we have of these transac-
tions stands Dinajpur ; and it now only remains for me to:
make some observations upon Mr. Hasting’s proceedings in.
that province.® Its nam'e, then, and that money was takenm.
from it, is all that appears ; but from whom, by what hands,
by what means, under what pretence it was taken, he has mnot
told you ; he has not told his employers. I believe, however,
I can tell from whom it was taken : and I believe it will appear
to your lordships that it must have been taken from the un-
happy Raja of Dinajpur : and I shall in a very few wofds state
the circumstances attending and the service performed for it :
from these you will be able to form a just opinion concerning
this bribe.

Dinajpur, a large province, was possessed by an ancient
family, the last of which, about the year 1184 of their era, the
Raja Bijanath, had no legitimate issue. When he was at the
point of death, he wished to exclude from the succession to-
the zamindari his half brother, Kanto Nath, with whom he had
lived upon ill terms for many years, by adopting a son. Such.
an adoption, when a person has a half brother, as he had, in my-
poor judgment, is not countenanced by the Hindu laws. But
Ganga Govind Singh, who was placed by the office he held at

“the head of the registry where the records were kept, by which
the rules of succession according to the custom of the country
are ascertained, became master of these Hindu laws; and
through his means Mr. Hastings decreed in favour of the-
adoption. We find, that immediately after this decree Ganga
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his absolute freedom from covetousness; this person, to
whom Mr. Hastings appeals, was, as the committee state, a
boy between five and six years old at the time when he-
was given into the hands of Debi Singh; and when Mr. Hast-
ings left Bengal, which was in 1786, was between eleven and
twelve years old! This is the sort of testimony that Mr,
Hastings produces, to prove that he was clear from all sorts
of extortion, oppression, ;and covetousness, in this very
zamindari of Dinajpur. This boy, who is so observant, who
is so penetrating, who is so accurate in his knowledge of the
whole government of Mr. Hastings, was, I say, when he left.
his government, at the utmost, but eleven years and a half
old. Now, to what an extremity is this unhappy man at
your bar driven, when oppressed by this accumulative Qoad
-of corruption charged upon him, and seeing his bribery, his
jprevarication, his fraudulent bonds brought before you, he
gives the testimony of this child, who for the greatest
part of his time lived 300 miles from the seat of Mr.
Hastings’s government. Consider the miserable situation
of this poor unfortunate boy, made to swear, with all the
solemnities of his religion, that Mr. Hastings was never guilty
in his province of any act of rapacity. Such are the testi-
monies which are there called razinamas, in favour of Mr.
Hastings, with which all India is said to sound. Do we
attempt to conceal them from your lordships ? No, we bring
them forth to show you the wickedness of the man, who, after
he has robbed innocence, after he has divided the spoil
‘between Ganga Govind Singh and himself, gets the party
robbed to perjure himself for his sake, if such a creature is
capable of being guilty of perjury. We have another razinama
sent from Nadia, by a person nearly under the same
circumstances with Radha Nath, namely, Maharaja Dhiraj

» ]
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iprosecution not merely for preventing this and that offence, but
it is a great censorial prosecution, for the purpose of preser-
ving the manners, characters, and virtues that characterize
the peaple of England. The situation in which we stand
is dreadful. These people pour in upon us every day. They
not only bring with them the wealth which they have
‘.Qeq\uired, but they bring with them into our country the
vices by which it was acquired. Formerly the people of
England were censured, and perhaps properly, with being
a sullen, unEQcia], cold, unpleasant race of men, and as
inconstant as the climate in which they are born. These
are the vices which the enemies of the kingdom charged
‘them with ; and people are seldom charged with vices of
which they do not in some measure partake. But nobody
refused theth the character of being an open-hearted, candid,
liberal, plain, sincere people ; qualities which would cancel
.a thousand faults, if they had them.

But if, by conniving at these frauds, you once teach the
f England a concealing, narrow, suspicious, guarded
: if you teach them qualities directly the contrary
by which they have hitherto been distinguished :
e them a nation of concealers, a nation of disseme
tion of liars, a nation of forgers; my lords, if
ne word, turn them into a people of banyans, the
n of England, that character which more than our
id more than our commerce has made us a great

the character of England will be gone ang lost.
liberty is as much in danger as our honour and our
. character. We, who here appear representing the
ns of England, are not wild enough not to tremble,
r ourselves and for our constituents, at the effect of
“QOpum metuenda potestas.”” We dread the operation
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of money. Do we not know that there are many men who
wait, and who indeed hardly wait, the event of this prose-
cution to let loose all the corrupt wealth of India, acquired
by the oppression of that country, for the corruption of alk
the liberties of this, and to fill the parliament with men
who are now the object of its indignation? To-day the
Commons of great Britain prosecute the delinquents of
India—To-morrow the delinquents of India may. be the
Commons of Great Britain. We know, I say, and feel the
force of money ; and we now call upon your lordships for
justice in this cause of money. We call upon you for the-
ppreservation of our manners,—of our virtues, We call
upon you for our national character. We call upon you
for our liberties ; and hope that the .freedom of the Com-
mons will be preserved by the justice of the lor&s.




FIRST DAY, WEDNESDAY, 28TH MAY, 1794

O
DELIBERATE RESOLVE OF THE COMMONS.

My Lorps,—This business, which has so long employed
the public councils of this kingdom, so long employed the
greatest and most august of its tribunals, now approaches
to a close. The wreck and fragments of our cause (which
has been dashed to pieces upon rules by which your lord-
ships have thought fit to regulate its progress) await your
final determination. Enough, however, of the matter is
left to call for the most exemplary punishment that any
tribunal ever inflicted upon any criminal ; andjyet, my lords,
the prisoner, by the plan of his defence, demands not only
an escape, but a triumph. Itis not enough for him to be
acquitted, the .Commons of Great Britain must be con-
demned ; and your lordships must be the instruments of his
glory, and of our disgrace. This is the issue upon which he
has put this cause, and the issue upon which we are obliged
to take it now, and to provide for it hereafter.

My lords, I confess that at this criticat moment I feel
myself oppressed with an anxiety that no words can ade-
quately express. The effect of all our labours, the result of
.all our inquiries, is now to be ascertained. You, my lords
are now to determine, not only whether all these labours
have been vain and fruitless, but whether we have abused
so long the public patience of our country, and so long
oppressed merit, instead of avenging crime. 1 confess 1
tremble when I consider that your judgment is now going
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to be passed, not on the culprit at your bar, but upon the {
House of Commons itself, and upon the public justice of this:
kingdom, as represented in this great tribumal. It is not
that culprit who is upon trial, it is the House of Commons:
that is upon its trial, it is the House of Lords that is upon:
its trial, it is the British nation that is upon its trial before
all other nations, before the present generation, and before
a long, long posterity. _
My lords, I should be ashamed® if at this moment I
attempted to use any sort of rhetorical blandishments what-
ever. Such artifices would neither be suitable to the body
that I represent, to the cause which I sustain, or to my own-
individual disposition upon such an occasion. My lords, we-
know very well what these fallacious blandishments too-
frequently are. We know that they are used to captivate
the benevolence of the court, and to conciliate the aftections.
of the tribunal rather to the person than to the cause. We
know that they are used to stifle the remonstrances of con-
science in the judge, and to reconcile it to the violation of
his duty. We likewise know that they are too often used
in great and important causes (and more particularly in
causes like this) to reconcile the prosecutor to the powerful
factions of a protected criminal, and to the injury of those-
who have suffered by his crimes ; thus inducing all parties to
separate in a kind of ¢ good humour, as if they had nothing
moré than a verbal dispute to settle, or a slight quarrel over
a table to compromise. All this may now be done at the
expense of the persons whose cause we pretend to espouse:’
We may all part, my' lords, with the most perfect com--
placency and entire good humour towards one another;
while nations, whole suffering nations,} are left to beat the-
empty air with cries of misery and anguish, and to cast forth.
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to an offended heaven the imprecations of disappointment
and despair.

One of the counsels for the prisoner (I think it was ong
who has comported himself in this cause with decency) has
told your lordships that we have come here on account of
some doubls entertained in the House of Commons concerning
the conduct of the prisoner at your bar; that we shall be
extremely delighted when his defence and your lordships’
judgment shall have set him free, and shall have discovered
to us our error ; that we shall then mutually congratulate one
another, and that the Commons, and the managers who
represent them here, will be the first to rejoice in so happy
an event and so fortunate a discovery.

Far, farfrom the Commons of Great Britain be all manner
of real vice ; but ten thousand times further from them, as
far as from pole to pole, be the whole tribe of false, spurious,
affected, counterfeit, hypocritical virtues. These are the
things which are ten times more at war with real virtue, these
are the things which are ten times more at war with real duty,
than any vice known by its name, and distinguished by its
proper character.

My lords, far from us, I will add, be that false and
affected candour that is eternally in treaty with crime; that
half virtue, which, like the ambiguous animal that flies about in
the twilight of a compromise between day and night, is to a
just man’s eye an odious and disgusting thing. There is no
middle point in which the Commons of Great Britain can
meet tyranny and oppression. No, we never shall (nor can
we concejve that we ever should), pass from this bar, without
indignation, without rage and despair, if the House of Com-
mons should, upon such a defence as has here been made
against such a charge as they have produced, be foiled,
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baffled, and defeated. No, my lords, we never could forget it;

-2 long, lasting, deep, bitter memory of it would sink into our

minds,

- My lords, the -Commons of Great Britain have no doubt
upon this subject. We came hither to call for justice, not to
solve a problem; and if justice be denied us, the accused is
not acquitted, but the tribunal is condemned. We know that
this man is guilty of all the crimes which he stands accused of
by us. We have not come here to ybu in the rash heat of 2
day, with that fervour which sometimes prevails in popular
assemblies and frequently misleads them. ‘No; if we have
been guilty of error in this cause, it is a deliberate error; the
fruit of long, laborious inquiry ; and error founded on'a 'pro-
cedure in parliament, before we ‘came here ; the most minute,
the most circumstantial, and the most cautious that ever was
instituted. Instead of coming, as we did in Lord Strafford’s
case; and in some others, voting the impeachment and
bringing it upon the same day, this impeachment was voted
from 2 general sense prevailing in “the House of Mr.
Hastings’s criminality, after an investigation begun in the year
1780, and which produced in 178z a body of resolutions
condemnatory of almost the whole of his conduct. Those
resolutions were formed by the Lord Advocate of Scotland, and
‘carried in our House by the unanimous consent of all parties.
‘I “mean the then Lord Advocate of Scotland, now one of
‘his Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and at the- head
-of this very Indian department.

- Afterwards, when this defendant came, in the year 1785,
we re-instituted our inquiry. We instituted it, as your lordships
“and the world know, at his own request made to us by his
-agent, then a member of our House. We entered into it at
~large ; -we deliberately moved for every paper -which promised
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information on the subject. These papers were mnot only
produced on the part of the prosecution, as is the case before
grand juries, but the friends of the prisoner produced every
document which they could produce for his justification. We
ealled al] the witnesses which could enlighten ys in the cause,
and the friends of the prisoner likewise called every witness
that could possibly throw any light in his favour. After all
these long deliberations, we referred the whole to a com-
mittee. When it had gone through that committee, and we
thought it in a fit state to be digested into these charges, we
referred the matter to another committee, and the result of
that long examination and the labour of these committees is
the impeachment now at your bar, - '

If therefore we are defeated here, we cannot plead for
ourselves that we have done this from a sudden gust of pas-
sion, which sometimes agitates and sometimes misleads the
most grave popular assemblies. No, it is either the fair result
of twenty-two years’ deliberation that we bring before you, or
what the prisoner says is just and true—that nothing but
malice in the Commons of Great Britain could possibly pro-
duce such an accusation as the fruit of such an inquiry. My
lords, we admit this statement, we are at issue upon this point,
and we are now before your lordships, who are to determine
whether this man has abused his power in India for fourteen
years, or whether the Commons have abused their power of
inquiry, made a mock of their inquisitorial authority, and
turned it to purposes of private malice and revenge. We are
not come here to compromise matters, we do admit that our
fame, our honours, nay the very inquisitorial power of the
House of Commons, is gone, if this man be not guilty.

My lords, great and powerful as the House of Commons
is (and great and powerful I hope it always will remain), yet
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we cannot be insensible to the effects produced by the intro~
duction of forty millions of money into this country from
India. We know that the private fortunes which have been
made there pervade this kingdom so universally that there is:
not a single parish in it unoccupied by the partisans of the
defendant. We should fear that the faction which he has
thus formed by the oppression of the people of India would
be too strong for the House of Commons itself, with all its
power and reputation, did we not know that we have brought
before you a cause which nothing can resist.

I shall now, my lords, proceed to state what has been
already done in this cause, and in what condition it now stands:
for your judgment,

Four heads of charges.

An immense mass of criminality was digested by a Com-
mittee of the House of Commons ; but although this mass had
been taken from another mass still greater, the House found
it expedient to select twenty specific charges, which they
afterwards directed us their managers to bring to your lord-
ships’ bar. Whether that which has been brought forward
on these occasions, or that which was left behind, be more
highly criminal, I for one, as a person most concerned in
this inquiry, do assure your lordships that it is impossible
. for me to determine. .

After we had brought forward this cause (the greatest in
extent that ever was tried before any human tribunal, to say
nothing of the magnitude of its consequences), we soon found,
whatever the reasons might be, without at present blaming
the prisoner, without blaming your lordships, and far are we
from imputing blame to ourselves,—we soon found that this
trial was likely to be protracted to an ““}‘?.‘??l length. The
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managers of the Commons, feeling this, went up to'thdir
constituents- to procuyre from- them the means of reducing €
within a compass fitter for their management and for your
lordships’ judgment. Being furnished with this power, 2
second selection was made upon the principles of the first ;
not upon the idea that what we left could be less clearly
sustained, but because we thought a selection should be made
upon some juridical principle. With this impression on our
minds, we reduced’ the whole cause to four great heads of
guilt and criminality,. Two of them, namely, Benares and
the Begums, show the effects of his open violence and in-
justice ; the other two expose the principles of pecuniary
corruption upon which the prisoner proceeded ; one of these
displays his passive corruption in receiving bribes, and the-
other his active corruption, in which he has endeavoured to-
defend his passive corruption, by forming a most formidable-
faction both abroad and at home. There is hardly any one-
act of the prisoner’s corruption in which there is not presump--
tive violence, nor any acts of his violence in which there are
not presumptive proofs of corruption. These practices are
so intimately blended with each other, that we thought the®
distribution which we have adopted would best bring before .
you the spirit and genius of his government ; and we were
convinced that if upon these four great heads of charge your
lordships should not find him guilty, nothing could be added
to them which would persuade you so to do.

In this way and in this state the matter now comes before
your lordships. 1 need not tread over the ground which has-
been trod with such extraordinary abilities by my brother-
managers, of whom I shall say nothing more, than that the-
cause has been supported by abilities equal to it ; and, my
lords, no abilities are beyond it. As to the part which I have



50 .. :DE2CD'S STUCST I TINT TROAL OF

sucirinod - in this procedurs, a scnse of my own abilities,
weighed with the importance of the cause, would have made
me desirous of being left out of it ; butI had a duty to per-
form which superseded every personal consideration, and
that duty was obedience to the House of which I have the
honour of being 2 member. This is all the apology I shall
make. We are the Commons of Great Britain, and therefore
cannot make apologies. Ican make none for my obedience;
they want none for their commands. They gave me this
office, not from any confidence in my ability, but from a
-confidence in the abilities of those who were to assist me, and
from a confidence in my zeal,—a quality, my lords, which
-oftentimes supplies the want of great abilities, .

In considering what relates to the prisoner and to  his
defence, I find the whole resolves itself into four heads.
First, his demeanour and his defence in general; secondly,
the principles of his defence; thirdly, the means of that
defence; and fourthly, the testimonies which he brings for-
ward to fortify those means, to support those principles, and
to justify that demeanour. :
©  As to his demeanour, my lords, I will venture to say that
‘if we fully examine the conduct of all prisoners brought
‘before this high tribunal, from tmhe time that the Duke
of Suffolk appeared before it down to the time of the ap-
pearance of my Lord Macclesfield ; if we fully examine the
conduct of prisoners in every station of life, from my
Lord Bacon down to the smugglers who were impeached

" in the reign of King William, I say, my lords, that we shally
not in the whole history of parliamentary trials find any-
thing similar ito ithe demeanour of the'prisoner at your bar.
What could have encouraged that demeanour, your lordships
will, when you reflect seriously upon this matter, consider.
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God forbid that the authority either of the prosecutor or of
the judge should dishearten the prisoner so as to circum-
scribe the means or enervate the vigour of his defence ! God
forbid that such a thing should even appear to be desired by
any body in any British tribunal ! But, my lords, there isa
behaviour which hroadly displays a want of sense, a want of
feeling, a want of decorum ; a behaviour which indicates ap
habitual depravity of mind, that has no sentiments of pro-
prierty, no feeling for the relations of life, no conformity to
the circumstances of human affairs. This behaviour does
not indicate the spirit of injured innocence, but the audacity
of hardened. habitual, shameless guilt; affording legitimate
grounds for inferring a very defective education, very evil
society, or very vicious habits of life. There is, my lords, a
nobleness in modesty; while insolence is always base and
servile. A man who is under the accusation of his country
is under a very great misfortune. His innocence indeed may
at length shine out like the sun, yet for a moment it is under
a cloud ; his honour is in abeyance, his estimation is suspend-
ed, and he stands asit were a doubtful person in the eyes of.
all human society. In that situation, not a timid, not an-
abject, but undoubtedly a modest behaviour would become
a person even of the most exalted dignity and of the firmest.
fortitude.

The Romans (who were a people that understood the-
decorum of lite as well as we do) considered a person accused:
to stand in a such doubtful situation, that from the moment:
of accusation he assumed either a mourning or some squalid
garb ; although, by the nature of their constitution, accusa-
tions were brought forward by one of their lowest magistrates.
The spirit of that decent usage has continued from the time
of the Romans till this very day. No man was ever brought
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defore your lordships that did not carry the outward as well
-as inward demeanour of modesty, of fear, of apprehension,
-of a sense of his situation, of a sense of our accusation, and
-a sense of your lordships’ dignity.

These, however, are but outward things; they are, as
Hamlet says, “things which a man may p]ay.” But, my lords,
<this prisoner has gone a great deal further, than being merely
deficignt in decent humility. Instead of defending himself,
he has, with a degree of insolence unparalleled in the history
«of pride and guilt, cast out a recriminatory accusation upon
the House of Commons. Instead of considering himself
.as a person already under the condemnasion of his country,
-and uncertain whether or not that condemnation shall receive
-the sanction of your verdict, he ranks himself with the suffer-
.ing heroes of antiquiry. Joining with them, he accuses us,
:the representatives of his country, of the blackest ingratitude,
-of the basest motives, of the most abominable oppression,
.mot only. of an innocent but of a most meritorious individual,

in your and in our service has sacrificed his health, his

o fortune, and even suffered his fame and character to be called

in quesiion from one end of the world to the other. This,

1 say, he charges upon the Commons of Great Britain; and

he charges it before the Court of Peers of the same kingdom.

Had 1 not heard this language from the prisoner, and after-

wards from his counsel, I must confess I could hardly have

_believed that any man could so comport himself at your lord-
_ships’ bar.

"After stating in his defence the wonderful things he did
for us, he says, “I maintained the wars which were of your
formation or that of others, 207 of mine. 1 won one member
of the great Indian confederacy from it by an act of seasona-

;ble reptitutions; with ,anqther: I \maintained a.secret .inter-
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<course, and converted him into a friend ; a third I drew off by
diversion and negotiation, and employed him as the instru-
ment of peace. When you cried out for peace, and your cries
were heard by those who were the objects of it, I resisted this
and every other species of counteraction, by rising in my
demands, and accomplished a peace, and I hope an everlast-
ing one, with one great state ; and I at least afforded the effi-
cient means by whiqh a peace, if not so durable, more season-
able at least was accomplished with another. I gave you
@il ; and you have rewarded me with confiscation, disgrace,
and a life of impeachment.”

Comparing our conduct with that of the people of India,
he says, “T/%ey manifested a generosity of which we have no
example in the European world. Their conduct was the
effect of their sense of gratitude for the benefits they had
received from my administration. I wish I could say as much
of my own countrymen.”

My lords, here then we have the prisoner at your bar in
his demeanour not defending himself, but recriminating upon
his country ; charging it with perfidy, ingratitude and oppresg
sion, and making a comparison of it with the banyans of India,
whom he prefers to the Commons of Great Britain,

My lords, what shall we say to this demeanour ? With
regard to the charge of using him with ingratitude, there are
two points to be considered. First, the charge implies that he
had rendered great services; and secondly, that he has been
falsely accused.

My lords, a$ to the great services, they have not, the); can-
not, come in evidence before you. If you have received such
evidence, you have received it obliquely; for there is no other
direct proof before your lordships of such services than that of
there having been great distresses snd great calamities in
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India during his government. Upon these -distresses and
calamities he has indeed attempted to justify obliquely the -
corruption that has been charged upon him : but-you have not
properly in issue these services. You cannot admit the evi
dence of any such services received directly from him as a
matter of recriminatory charge upon the House of Commons,
because you have not suffered that House to examine into the-
validity and merit of this plea. 'We have not been heard upon
this recriminatory charge, which makes, a , considerable part of
the demeanour of the prisoner; we cannot be heard upon it ;
and therefore I demand on the part .of the Commons of Great .
Britain that it be dismissed from your consideration; and this
I demand, whether you take it as an attempt to render odious:
the conduct of the Commons, whether . you take it in mitiga-~
tion of the punishment due to the prisoner for his crimes, o1,
whether it be adduced as a presumption that so virtuous
servant never could be guilty of the offences with which we!
charge him. In whichever of these lights you may be inclined
to consider this matter, I say you have it not in evidence before-
gou; and therefore you must expunge it from your thoughts,
and separate it entirely from your judgment. I shall hereafter-
have occasion to say a few words on this subject of merifs. T
have said thus much at present, in order to remove extraneous
impressions from your minds. For admitting that your lordships
are the best judges, as T well know that you are, yet I cannot
say that you are not men, and thdt matter of this kind, however
irrelevant, may not make an impression upon you. It does,
therefore, become us to take some occasional notice of these
supposed services, not in the way of argument, but with a view:
by one sort of prejudice to destroy another prejudice. If there
is anything in}tevidence_which tends to_destroy this plea of
merits, we shall recur to that evidence ; if there is nothing to-
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destrov it but argument, we shall have recourse to that argu-
ment ; and if we support that argument by authority and docu-
ment, not in your lordships’ minutes, I hope it will not be the
less considered as good argument because it is so supported.

Revenge and Fustice.

I must now call your lordships’ attention from the vaunted
services of the prisoner, which have been urged to convict us
of ingratitude, to another part of his recriminatory defence.
He says, my lords, that we have not only oppressed him with
unjust charges (which is a matter for your lordships to judge,
and is now the point at issue between us), but that instead of
attacking him by fair judicial modes of proceeding, by stat-

3 crimes clearly and plainly, and by proving those crimes,
"d showing their necessary consequences, we have oppressed
‘m with all sorts of foul and abusive language ; so much so,
at every part of our proceeding has, in the eye of the world,
ore the appearance of private revenge than of public justice.

Against this impudent and calumnious recriminatory accir-

ation, which your lordships have thought good to suffer him’
y utter here, at a time too when all dignity is in danger of
eing trodden under foot, we will say nothing by way of de-
mce. The Commons of Great Britain, my lords, are a rustic

:ople ; a tone of rusticity is therefore the proper accent of
eir managers. We are not acquainted with the urbanity and
oliteness of extortion and oppression, nor do we know any-

.ning of the sentimental delicacies of bribery and corription.
We speak the language of truth, and we speak it in the plain,
simple terms in which truth ought to be spoken. Even if we
have anything to answer for on this head, we can only arswer
to the body which we represent and to that body which hearg
us ; to any others we owe no apology whatever.

37
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. The prisoner at your bar admits that the crimes which we
:charge him with are of that atrocity, that if brought home to
him he merits death. Yet when, in pursuance of our duty,
we come to state these crimes with their proper criminatory
epithets, when we state in strong and direct terms the circum-
stances which heighten and aggravate them, when we dwell on
the immoral and heinous nature of the acts and the terrible
effects which such acts produce, and when we offer to prove
both the principal facts and the aggravafory ones by evidence,
and to show their nature and quality by the rules of law,
morality, and policy, then this criminal, then his counsel, then
his accomplices and hirelings, posted in newspapers and dis-
persed in circles through every part of the kingdom, represent
him as an object of great compassion ; because he is treated,
say they, with nothing but opprobrious names and scurrilous
invectives. |
To all this the managers of the Commons will say nothing
By way of defence, it would be to betray their trust if they did.
No, my lords, they have another and a very different duty to
perform on this occasion. They are bound not to suffer
public opinion, which often prevents judgment and often
defeats its effects, to be debauched and corrupted. Much
less is this to be suffered in the presence of our co-ordinate
branch of legislature, and as it were with your and our own
tacit acquiescence. Whenever the public mind is misled,
it becomes the duty of the Commons of Great Britain to give
it a more proper tone and a juster way of thinking: When
ignorance and corruption have usurped the professor’s chair,
and placed themselves in the seats of science and of virtue,
it is high ume for us to speak out. We know that the doc-
trines of folly are of great use to the professors of vice. We
know that it is one of the signs of a corrupt and degenerate
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age, and one of the means of insuring its further corruption
and degeneracy, to give mild and lenient epithets to vices
and to crimes. The world is much influenced by names.
And as terms are the representatives of sentiments, when
persons who exercise any censorial magistracy seem in their
language to compromise with crimes and criminals, by expres-
sing no horror of the one or detestation of the other, the
world will naturally ,think that they act merely to acquit
themselves in its sight in form, but in reality to evade
their duty. Yes, my lords, the world must think that such
persons palter with their sacred trust, and are tender to crimes,
because they look forward to the future possession of the same
power which they now prosecute, and propose to abuse it in
the manner it has been abused by the criminal of whom they
are so tender.

To remove such an imputation from us, we assert that the
Commons ot Great Britain are not to receive instructions
about the language which they ought to hold, from the gentle-
men who have made profitable studies in the academies of
Benares and of Oudh. + We know, and therefore do not want
to learn, how to comport ourselves in prosecuting the haughty
and overgrown delinquents of the Fast. We cannot require
to be instructed by them in what words we shall express just
indignation at enormous crimes ; for we have the example of
our great ancestors to teach us. We tread in their steps and
we speak in their language.

Your lordships well know, for you must be conversant -in
this kind of reading, that you once had before you a man of
the highest rank in the country, one of the greatest men of
the law, and one of the greatest men of this state, a peer o
your own body, Lord Macclesfield. Yet, my lords, when th
peer did but just modestly hint that he had received hard
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measure from the Commons and their managers, those mana-
gers thought themselves bound seriasim ome after another
to express the utmost indignation at the charge, in the harsh-
est language that could be used. Why did they do so? They
knew it was the language that became them. They lived in-
an age in which politeness was as well understood and as-
much cultivated as it is at present ; but they knew what they
_were doing, and they were resolved tg use no language but
what their ancestors had used, and to suffer no insolence
which their ancestors would not have suffered. We tread in.
their steps ; we pursue their method ; we learn of them; and
we shall never learn at any other school.
We know from history and the records of this House, that
a Lord Bacon has been before you. Who is there that, upon
hearing this name, does not instantly recognise everything of
genius the most profound, everything of literature the most
extensive, everything of discovery the most penetrating, every-
thing of observation on human life the most distinguishing
and refined ? All these must be instantly recognised, for they
o are all inseparably associated with the name of Lord Verulam.
Yet when this prodigy was brought before your lordships, by
the Commons of Great Britain, for having permitted his
menial servant to receive presents, what was his demeanour ?
Did he require his counsel not “to let down the diginity of
his defence ?” No. That Lord Bacon, whose least distinction
was that he was a peer of England, a Lord High Chancellor,
and the son of a Lord Keeper, behaved like 2 man who knew
himself ; like a man who was conscious of merits of the high-
est kind; but at the same time conscious of having fallen into
guilt. The House of Commons did not spare him. They
brought him to your bar. They found spots in that sun. And
what, ;I again ask, was his behaviour ? That of contrition,.
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that of humility, that of repentance, that which belongs to
the greatest men lapsed and fallen through human infirmity
into error. He did not hurl defiance at the accusations of his
country, he bowed himself before it, yet with all his penitence
he could not escape the pursuit of the House of Commons,
and the inflexible justice of this court. Your lordships fined
him £40,000, notwithstanding all his merits ; notwithstanding
his humility ; notwithstanding his contrition ; notwithstanding
the decorum of his bthaviour, so well suited to a man under
the prosecution of the Commons of England, before the Peers
of England. You fined him in a sum fully equal to {100,000
of the presentday. You imprisoned him during the king’s
pleasure ; and you disqualified him for ever from having a seat
in this House and any office in his kingdom. This is the way
in which the Commons behaved formerly, and in which your
lordships acted formerly ; when no culprit at this bar dared to
fiurl a recriminatory accusation against his prosecutors, or
dared to censure the language in which they expressed their
indignation at his crimes.

The commons of Great Britain, following these examples
and fortified by them, abhor all compromise with guilt either ®
in act or in language. They will nat disclaim any one word
that they have spoken; because, my lords, they have said
nothing abusive orilliberal. It has been said that we have
used such language as was used to Sir Walter Raleigh, when
he was called, not by the Commons, but by a certain person
of a learned profession, “a spider of hell.” My lords, Sir
Walter was a great soldier, a great mariner, and one of the
first scholars of his age. To call him a spider of hell, was not
only indecent in itself, but perfectly foolish, from the term
being totally inapplicable to the object, and fit only for the
very pedantic eloquence of the person who used it. But 'f
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Sir Walter Raleigh had been guilty of numberless frauds and
prevarications ; if he had clandestinely picked up other men’s
money, concealed his peculation by false bonds, and afterwards
attempted to cover it by the cobwebs of the law, then my
Lord Coke would have trespassed a great deal more
against decorum than against propriety of similitude and
metaphor, T
My lords, the managers for the Commons have not used
any inapplicable language. We have indeed used, and will
again use, such’ expressions as are proper to portray guilt.
After describing the magnitude of the crime; we describe the
magnitude of the criminal. We have declared him to be not,
only a public robber himself, but the head of a system of
robbery; the captain-general of the gang; the chief under
whom a whole predatory band was arrayed, disciplined, and
paid. This, my lords, is what we offered to prove fully to
you, what in part we have proved, and the whole of which, I
believe, we could prove. In developing such a mass of crimi-
nality, and in describing a criminal of such magnitude, as we
have now brought before you, we could not use lenient epithets
®without compromising with crime. We therefore shall not
relax in our pursuits, nor in our language. No, my lords, no
we shall not fail to feel indignation whereever our moral
nature has taught us to feel it, nor shall we hesitate to speak
the language which is dictated by that indignation. Whenever
men are oppressed where they ought to be protected, we
called it tyranny ; and we call the actor a tyrant. Whenever
goods aré taken by violence from the possessor, we call ita
robbery ; and the person who takes it we call a robber. Money
clandestinely taken from the proprietor we call theft; and the
person who takes'it we call a thief. When a false paper is
-made out to obtain money, we.call the act a forgery. That
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steward who takes bribes from his master’s tenants, and then,
pretending the money to be his own, lends it to that master
and takes bonds for it to himself, we consider guilty of a
breach of trust ; and'the person who commits such crimes we
call a cheat, a swindler, and a forger of bonds. All these
offences, without the least softening, under all these names,
we charge upon this man. We have so charged in our record ;
we have so charged in our speeches; and we are sorry that
our language does not furnish terms of sufficient force and
compass to mark the multitude, the magnitude, and the
atrocity of his crimes. '

How came it, then, that the Commons of Great Britain
should be calumniated for the course which they have taken '
Why should it ever have been supposed that we are actuated
by revenge ? I answer, there are two very sufficient causes :
corruption and ignorance. The first disposes an innumerable
multitude of people to a fellow-feeling with the prisoner.
Under the shadow of his crimes thousands of fortunes have
been made ; and therefore thousands of tongues are employed
to justify the means by which these fortunes were made.
When they cannot deny the facts, they attack the accusers ;
they attack their conduct, they attack their persons, they
attack their language, in every possible manner. I have said, my
lords, that ignorance is the other cause of this calumny by
which the House of Commons is assailed. Ignorance produces
a confusion of ideas concerning the decorum of life, by con-
founding the rules of private society with those of public
function. To talk as we here talk, to persons in a mixed
company of men and women, would violate the law of such
societies ; because they meet for the sole purpose of social
intercourse, and not for the exposure, the censure, the
punishment of crimes ; to all which things private societies
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are altogether incompetent. In them crimes can never be
regularly stated, proved or refuted. The law has therefore
appointed special places for such inquiries ; and if in any of
those places we were to apply the emollient language of drawing-
rooms to the exposure of great crimes, it would be as false and
vicious in taste and in morals, as to use the criminatory
language of this hall in drawing and assembling rooms would
be misplaced and ridiculous. Every one knows, that in common
society palliating names are given to vices. Adultery in a
lady is called gallantry : the gentleman is commonly calleda
man of good fortune, sometimes in French and sometimes in
English. _ But is this the tone which would become a person in
a court of justice calling these people to an account for that
horrible crime which destroys the basis of society ? No, my
lords ; this is not the tone of such proceedings. Your lord-
ships know that it is not ; the Commons know that it is not ;
and because we have acted on that knowledge, and stigmatized
crimes with becoming indignation, we are said to be actuated
rather by revenge than justice. _ :
If it should still be asked why we show sufficient acrimony
©to excite a suspicion of being in any manner influenced by
malice or a desire of revenge,—to this, my lords, I answer,
because we would be thought to know our duty, and to have
all the world know how resolutely we are resolved to perform
it The Commons of Great Britain are not disposed to -
quarrel with the Divine wisdom and. goodness, which has
mbulded up revenge into the frame and constitution of man, .
He that has made us what we are has made us at once resent-
ful and reasonable. Instinct tells a man that he ought to re-
venge injury ; reason tells him that he ought not to be a judge
in his own cause. From that moment revenge passes from
" the private to the public hand ; but in being transferred it is
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far from being extinguished. My lords, it is transferred as a
sacred trust to be exercised for the injured, in measure and
proportion, by persons who, feeling as he feels, are ina
temper to reason better than he can reason. Revenge is
taken out of the hands of the original injured proprietor, lest
it should be carried beyond the bounds of moderation and
justice. But, my lords, it is in its transfer exposed to a danger
of an opposite description. The delegate of vengeance may
not feel the wrong *sufficiently ; he may be cold and languid
in the performance of his sacred duty. Jtis for these reasons
that good men are taught to tremble even at the first emotions
of anger and resentment for their own particular wrongs;
but they are likewise taught, if they are well taught, to give
the loosest possible rein to their resentment and indignation,
whenever their parents, their friends, their country, or their
brethren of the common family of mankind are injured,
Those who have not such feelings under such circumstances
are base and degenerate. These, my lords, are the sentiments
of the Commons of Great Britain.

Lord Bacon has very well said, that ‘revenge is a kind of
wild justice.” It is so, and without this wild austere stock®
there would be no justice in the world. But when by'the
skilful hand of morality and wise jurisprudence a foreign
jScion, but of the very same species, is grafted upon it, its
harsh quality becomes changed, it submits to culture, and
laying aside its savage nature it bears fruits and flowers,
sweet to the world, and not ungrateful even to heaven itself,
to which it elevates its exalted head. The fruit of this wild
stock is revenge regulated, but not extinguished ; revenge
transferred from the suffering party to the communion and sym-
pathy of mankind. This is the revenge by which we are
actuated, and which we should be sorry if the false, idle,
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girlish, novel-like morality of the world should extinguish in
the breast of us who have a great public duty to perform. -

This sympathetic revenge, which is condemned by clamo-
rous imbecility, is so far from being a vice that it is the
greatest of all possible virtues ; a virtue which the uncorrupted
judgment of mankind has in all ages exalted to the rank of
heroism. To give up all the repose and pleasures of life,
to pass sleepless nights and laborious days, and, what is ten
times more irksome to an ingenuous ind, to offer oneself
to calumny and all its herd of hissing tongues and poisoned
fapgs, in order to free the world from fraudulent prevaricators,
from cruel oppressors, from robbers and tyrants, has, I say,
the test of heroic virtue, and well deserves such a distinction.
The Commons, despairing to attain the heights of this virtue,
never lose sight of it for a-moment. For seventeen years they
have almost without intermission pursued by every sort of
inquiry, by legislative and by judicial remedy, the cure of this
Indian malady, worse ten thousand times than the leprosy
which our forefathers brought from the East. Could they
have done this, if they had not been actuated by some strong,

esome vehement, some perennial passion, which, burning like
the vestal fire, chaste and eternal, never suffers generous
sympathy to grow cold in maintaining the rights of the
injured, or in denouncing the crimes of the oppressor ?

My lords, the managers for the Commons have been
actuated by this passion ; my lords, they feel its influence at
this moment ; and so-far from softening either their measures
or .their tone, they do here in the presence of their Creator,
of this House, and of the world, make this solemn declaration,
and nuncupate this deliberate vow,—that they will -ever glow
with the most determined and unextinguishable animosity
against tyranny, oppression, and peculation in all, but more
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particularly as practised by this man in India ; that they never
will relent, but will pursue and prosecute him and it, till they
see corrupt pride prostrate under the feet of justice,. We
call upon your lordships to join us; and we have no doubt
that you will feel the same sympathy that we feel, or (what I
cannot persuade my soul to think, or my mouth to utter)
you will be identified with the criminal whose crimes you
excuse, and rolled with him in all the pollution of Indian
guilt from generation to generation. Let those who feel with
me upon this occasion join with me in this vow; if they will
not, I have it all to myself. e

It is not to defend ourselves, that I have addressed your
lordships at such length on this subject. No, my lords; I
have said what I considered necessary to instruct the public
upon the principles which induced the House of Commons
to persevere in this business with a generous warmth and in
the indignant language which nature prompts, when great
crimes are brought before men who féel as they ought to feek
upon such occasions,

Complaint of Delay.

I now proceed, my lords, to the next recriminatory charge,
which is de/ay. 1 confess I am not astonished at this charge.
From the first records of hurhan impatience down to the
present time it has been complained that the march of
violence and oppression is rapid ; but that the progress of
remedial and vindictive justice, even the divine, has almost
always favoured the appearance of being languid and sluggish.
Something of this is owing to the very nature and constitution
of human affairs; because as justice is a circumspect,
cautious, scrutinizing, balancing principle, full of doubt even
of itself, and fearful of doing wrong even to the greatest
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‘wrong-doers, in the nature of things its movements must be
slow in comparison with the headlong rapidity with which
avarice, ambition, and revenge pounce down upon the devoted
prey of those violent and destructive passions.” And indeed,
‘my lords, the disproportion between crime and justice; when
seen in the particular acts of either, would be so much to the
-advantage of crimes and criminals that we should find it
-difficult to defend laws and tribunals (especially in great and
arduous cases like this), if we did fiot look not to the
dmmediale, not the refrospective, but to the provident operation
»of justice. Its chief operation is in its future example ; and this
“turns the balance, upon the total effect, in favour of vindictive
justice, and in some measure reconciles a pious and humble
mind to this great mysterious dispensation of the world.

Upon the charge of delay in this particular cause, my
Tords, I have only to say that thé business before you is of
immense magnitude. The prisoner himself says that all the
acts of his lite are committed in it, With a due sense of this
magnitude, we know that the investigation could not be short
10 us, nor’ short to your lordships ; but when we are called

oupon, as we have been daily, to sympathize with the prisoner
in that delay, my lords, we must tell you that we have no
sympathy with him. Rejecting as we have done all false,
-spurious, and hypocritical virtues, we should hold it to be
‘the greatest of all crimes to bestow upon the oppressors that
pity which belongs to the oppressed. The unhappy persons
-who are wronged, robbed, and despoiled, have no remedy but
in.the sympathies of mankind ; and when these sympathies are
suffered to be debauched, when they are perversely carried
from the victim to the oppressor, then we commit a robbery
still greater than that which was committed by the criminal
:accused. '
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My lords, we do think this process long, we lament it in
every sense in which it ought to be lamented ; but we lament
still more that the Begums have been so long without having
a just punishment inflicted upon their spoiler. We lament
that Chait Singh has so long been a wanderer, while the man
who drove him from his dominions is still unpunished. We
are sorry that Nabakrishna has been cheated of his money for
fourteen years, without obtaining redress. These are our
sympathies, my lords, and thus we reply to this part of the
charge. :

My lords, there are some matters of fact in this charge of
delay, which I must beg your lordships will look into. On
the 1gth of February, 1789, the prisoner presented a petition
to your lordships, in which he states, after many other com-.
plaints, that a great number of his witnesses were obliged to go
to India, by which he has lost the benefit of their testimony ;
and that a great number of your lordships’ body were dead,
by which he has lost the benefit of their judgment.

As to the hand of God, though some members of your
House may have departed this life since the commencement e
of this trial, yet the body always remains entire. The evi-
dence before you is the same ; and therefore there is no
reason to presume that your final judgment will be affected
by these afflicting dispensations of Providence. With regard
to his witnesses, I must beg to remind your lordships of one
extraordinary fact. This prisoner has sent to India, and
obtained, not testimonies, but testimonials to his general good
behaviour. He has never once applied, by commission or
otherwise, to falsify any one fact that is charged upon him.
No, my lords, not one ; therefore that part of his petition
which states the injury he has received from the Commons of
Great Britain is totally false and groundless ; for if he had4
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any witnesses to examine, he would not have failed to examine
them. If he had asked for a commission to receive their depo-
sitidns, a commission would have been granted ; if, without
a commission, he had brought affidavits to facts, or regular
recorded testimony, the Commons of Great Britain would
never have rejected such evidence, even though they could
not have cross-examined it.

Another complaint is, that many of his witnesses were
obliged to leave England before he could make use of their
evidence. My lords, no delay in the trial has prevented him
from producing any evidence, for we were willing that any of
his witnesses should be examined at any time most convenient
to himself. 'If many persons connected with his measures
are gone to India, during the course of his trial, many others
have returned to England. Mr. Larkins returned; was the
prisoner willing to examine him ? No ; and it was not nothing
but downright shame, and the presumptions which he knew
would be drawn against him, if he did not call this witness,
which ﬁnall); induced him to make use of his evidence. We
examined Mr. Larkins, m& lords ; we examined all the prison-
© er's witnesses ; your lordships have their testimony ; and down
to this very hour he has not put his hand upon any one whom
he thought 2 proper and essential witness to the facts, or to
any part of the cause, whose examination has been denied
him ; nor has he even stated that any man, if brought here,
would prove such and such points. No; not one word to
this effect has ‘ever been stated by the prisoner.

' There is, my lords, another case, which was noticed by my
‘honourable fellow-manager yesterday. Mr. Belli, the confi-
dential secretary of the prisoner, was agent and contractor for
stores ; and this raised a suspicion that the contracts were held
by him for the pisoner’s advantage. Mr. Belli was here during
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the whole time of the trial, and six weeks after we had closed
our evidence. 'We had then no longer the arrangement of
the order of witnesses, and he might have called whom he
pleased. With the full knowledge of these circumstances,
that witness did he suffer to depart for India, if he did not
even encourage his departure. This, my lords, is the kind
-of damage which he has suffered by the want of witnesses,
through the protraction of this trial.

But the great and serious evil which he complains of, as
being occasioned by our delay, is of so extraordinary a nature,
that I must request your lordships to examine it with extraor-
dinary strictness and attention. In the petition before your
lordships the prisoner asserts, that he was under the necessity,
through his council and solicitors, “‘of collecting and collating
from the voluminous records of the Company the whole
“history of his public life in order to form a complete defence
to every allegation which the Honourable House of Commons
had preferred against him ; and that he has expended upwards
-of thirty thousand pounds in preparing the materials of his
defence.” o

It is evident, my lords, that the expenditure of this"
£30,000 is not properly connected with the delay of
which he complains; for he states that he had incurred
this loss merely in collecting and collating materials, previous
to his defence before your lordships. If this were true, and
your lordships were to admit the amount as a rule and
estimate by which the aggregate of his loss could be ascertain-
ed ; the application of the rule of three to the sum and time
given, would bring out an enormous expenditure in the long
period which has elapsed since the commencement of the
trial ; so enormous, that if this monstrous load of oppression
has been laid upon him by the delay of the Commons, I
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believe no man living can stand up in our justification. Bat,
my lords, Iam to tell your lordships some facts, into which,,
we trust, you will inquire; for this business is not in our
hands, nor can we lay it as a charge before you. Your own
journals have recorded the document in which the prisoner
complains bitterly of the House of Commons, and indeed of
the whole judicature of the country; a complaint which your
lordships will do well to examine. .

When we first came to acknowledge of this petition, which
was not till some time after it was presented, I happened to-
have conversation with a noble lord, I know not whether he be-
in his place in the House or not ; but I think I am not ir-
regular in mentioning his name. When I mention Lord Suffolk
I name a peer whom honour, justice, veracity, and every virtue
that distinguishes the man and the peer would claim for their
own. My Lord Suffolk told me, that, in a conversation withe
the late Lord Dover, who brought the prisoner’s petition into
your House, he could not refrain from expressing his as--
tonishment at that part of the petition which related to the

Sxpense Mr. Hastings had been at; and particularly as a

complaint had been made in the House of the enormous
expense of the prosecution, which at that time had only:
amounted to £ 14,000, although the expense of the pro--
secutor is generally greater than that of the defendant,
and public proceedings more expensive than private ones.
Lord Dover said that before he presented the petition he had.
félt exactly in the same manner; but that Mr. Hastings.
assured him, that £6,000 had been paid to copying clerks in:
the India House, and that from this circumstance he might.
judge of the other expenses. Lord Dover was satisfied with-
this assurance ; and presented the petition, which otherwise

should have declined to do, on account of the apparent
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enormity of the allegation it contained. At the time when
Lord Suffolk informed me of these particulars (with a’ good
deal of surprise and astonishment), I had not leisure to go
down to the India House in order to make inquiries concern-
ing them ; but [ afterwards asked the secretary, Mr, Hudson,
to whom we had given a handsome reward, what sums he had
received from Mr. Hastings, for his services upon this occa-
sion ; and the answer was, “Not one shilling I Not one shill-
ing had Mr. Hudson received from Mr. Hastings. The clerks
of the Company informed us, thatthe court of the directors
bad ordered that -every paper which Mr. Hastings wanted
should be copied for him gratuitously; and that if any
additional clerks were wanting for the effectual execution
of his wishes the expense would be defrayed by the directors,
Hearing this account, I next inquired what expedition-
money might have been given to the clerks, for we know
something of this kind is usually done. In reply to this
question, Mr. Hudson told me, that at various times they had
received in little driblets to the amount ot £g5, or thereabouts.
In this way the account stood when I made this inquiry, which
was at least half a year after the petition had been presented
to your lordships. Thus the whole story of the [6ooo was
absolutely false. At that time there was not one word of
truth in it, whatever be the amount of the sums which he hag
paid since. Your lordships will now judge whether you have
been abused by false allegations or not; allegations whick
‘could scarcely admit of being true, and which upon the best
inquiry [ found absolutely false : and I appeal to the testimony
of the noble lord, who is now living, for the truth of the
account he received from the worthy and respectable peer

loss the nation has to bewaii.

ere are many other circumstances of fraud and false-hood
l 38

1%
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attending this petition (we must call things by their pro-
per names, my lords),—there are, I say, many circums-
tances of fraud and falsehcod. Wt know it to have been
impossible at the time of presenting this petition that this
man should have expended (30,000 in the preparation
of materfals for his defence, and your lordships’ justice
together with the credit of the House of Commons are con-
cerned in the discovery of the truth.  There is, indeed, an
ambiguous word in the petition. He asserts, that he is engaged
for the payment of that sum. We asked the clerks of the
India House whether he had given them any 'bond, note,
security or promise of payment ; they assured us that he had
not: they will be ready to make the same assurance to your
lordships, when you'come to inquire into this matter, which
before you give judgment we desire- and claim that you wilk
do. All is concealment and mystery on the side of the
prisoner ; all is open and direct with us. We are desirous that
everything which is concealed may be brought to light.

In contradiction then to this charge of oppression and of
&n attempt to ruin his fortune, your lordships will see, that at
the time when he made this charge he had not been in fact,
nor was for a long time after, one shilling out of pocket. But
some other person had become security to his attorney for
him.—What then are we to think of these men of business,
of these friends of Mr. Hastings, who, when he is possessed of
nothing, are contented to become responsible for £30,000 ?
(Was it £30,000 out of the Bullock Contracts ?)—responsible,
1 say, for this sum, in order to maintain this suit previous to its

actual commencement ; and who consequently must be so

engaged for every article of expense that has followed from
that time to this. Thus much we have thought it necessay
to say upon this part of the recriminatory charge of d

.
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With respect to the delay in general, we are at present under
an account to our constituents upon that subject. To them
we shall give it. We shall not give any further account of it to
your lordships; the means belong to us as well as to you of
removing these charges. Your lordships may inquire upon
oath, as we have done in our committee, into all the circums-
tances of these allegations ; I hope your lordships will do so,
and will give the Commons an opportunity of attending and
assisting at this most momentous and important inquiry.

The next recriminatory charge made upon us by the prisoner
is, that merely to throw an odium upon him we have brought
forward a great deal of irrelevant matter (which could not be
proved in the course of examination at your bar); and partj-
cularly in the opening speech which I had the honour of mak-
ing on the subject.

Your lordships know very well, that we stated in our charge
that great abuses had prevailed in India: that the Company
had entered into covenants with their servants respecting
those abuses: that an Act of Parliament was made to prevent
their recurrence, and that Mr, Hastings still continued ine
their practice. Now, my lords, having stated this, nothing
could be more regular, more proper, and more pertinent, than
for us to justify both the covenants required by the Company
and the act made to prevent the abuses which existed in
India. We therefore went through those abuses; we stated
them, and were ready to prove every material word and
article in them. Whether they were personally relevant
or irrelevant to the prisoner, we cared nothing. We: were
to make out from the records of the House (which records
I can produce whenever I am called upon for them) all these
articles of abuse and grievance ; and we have stated these
abuses as the grounds of the Company’s provisional
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convenants with its servants, and of the Act of Parliament.
We have stated them under two heads, violence and
corruption ; for these crimes will be found, my lords, in almost
every transaction with the native powers ; and the prisoner is
directly or indirectly involved in every part of them. If it be
still objected that these crimes are irrelevant to the charge,
we answer, that we did not introduce them as matter of
charge. We say they were not irrelevant to the proof of
the preamble of our charge, which preamble is perfectly
relevant in all its parts. That the matters stated in it
are perfectly true, we vouch thg House of Commons, we vouch .
the very persons themselves who were concerned in the trans-
action. When Arabic authors are quoted, and Oriental tales
told about Aaskes of lightning and three seals, we quote the
very parties themselves giving this account of-their own con-
duct to a committee of the House of Commons.

Your lordships will remember, that a most reverend prelate,
who cannot be named without every mark of respect and
attention, conveyed a petition to your lordships, from a gentle-
eman concerned in one of those narratives. Upon your lord-
ships’ table that petition still lies. For the production of this
narrative we are not answerable to this House ; your lord-
ships could not make us answerable to him ; but we are
answerable to our own House, we are answerable to our own
honour, we are answerable to all the Commons of Great
Britain, for whatever we have asserted in their name. Accord-
ingly, General Burgoyne, then a member of this committee
of managers, and myself, went down into the House of
Commons ; we there restated the whole affair ; we desired that
an inquiry should be made into it, at the request of the
parties concerned. But, my lords, they have never asked
for inquiry from that day to this. Whenever he or they who
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are criminated, not by us, but in this volume of Reports
that is in my hand, desire it, the House will give them all
possible satisfaction upon the subject.

A similar complaint was made to the House of Commons -
by the prisoner, that matters irrelevant to the charge were
brought up hither. Was it not open to him, and has he
had no friends in the House of Commons, to call upon
the House during the whole period of this proceeding, to
examine - into the particulars adduced in justification of the
preamble of the charge against him ; in justification of the
covenants of the Company ; in justification of the act of Parlia-
ment ? It was in his power to do it, it 7s in his power still ;
and if it be brought before that tribunal to which I and my
fellow-managers are alone accountable, we will lay before
that tribunal such matters as will sufficiently justify our
mode of proceeding, and the resolution of the House of
Commons. I will not, therefore, enter into the particulars
(because they cannot be entered into by your lordships),
any further than to say, that if we had ever been called upon
to prove the allegations which we have made, not in the
nature of a charge, but as bound in duty to this court and in®
justice to ourselves, we should have been ready to enter into
proof. We offered to do so and we now repeat the offer.

There was another complaint in the prisoner’s petition,
which did not apply to the words of the preamble, but toan
allegation in the charge concerning abuses in the revenue, and
the ill consequences which arose from them. I allude to those
shocking transactions, which nobody can mention without
horror, in Rangpur and Dinajpur, during the government of
Mr. Hastings, and which we attempted to bring home to him.
What did he do in this case ? Did he endeavour to meet these
charges fairly, as he might have done ? No, my lords ; what he
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said merely amounted to this ;—examination into these charges
would vindicate my reputation before the world ; but “I, who
am the guardian of my own honour and my own interest,”
choose to avail myself of the rules and orders of this House,
and I will not suffer you to enter upon that examination.

My lords, we admit you are the interpreters of your own
rules and orders. We likewise admit that our own honour
may be affected by the character of the evidence which we
produce to you, But, my lords, they* who withhold their
defence, who suffer themselves, as they say, to be cruelly -
criminated by unjust accusation, and yet will not permit the
evidence of their guilt or innocence to be produced, are
themselves the causes of the irrelevancy of all these matters.
It cannot justly be charged on us ; for we have never offered
any matter here which we did not declare our readiness upon
the spotto prove. Your lordships did not think fit to receive
that proof. We do not now censure your lordships for your
determination  that is not the business of this day. We refer
to your determination for the purpose of showing the false-
hood of the imputation which the prisoner has cast upon us,

<of having oppressed him by delay and irrelevant matter.
We refer to it in order to show that the oppressxon rests with
himself ; that it is all his own.

Well, but Mr. Hastings complained also to the House of °
Commons. Has he pursued the complaint ? No, he has not ;
and yet this prisoner and these gentlemen, his learned counsel,
have dared to reiterate their complaints of us at your lord-
ships’ bar ; while we have always been, and still are, ready to
prove both the atrocious nature of the facts and that they are
referrible to the prisoner at your bar. “To this, as I have said
before, the prisoner has objected. This we are not permitted
to do by your lordships: and therefore, without preguming
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%o blame your determination, I repeat that we throw the blame
directly upon himself, when he complains that his private
character suffers without the means of defence, since he objects
to the use of means of defence which are at his disposal.

Having gone through this part of the prisoner’s recrimina-
tory charge, I shall close my observations on his demeanour,
and defer my remarks on his complaint of our ingratitude
until we come to consider his set-off of services.

The next subject for your lordships’ consideration is the
principle of the prisoner’s defence. And here we must observe,
that either by confession or conviction we are possessed of the
facts, and perfectly agreed upon the matter at issue between
us. In taking a view of the laws by which you are to judge, I
shall beg leave to state to you upon what principles of law the
House of Commons has criminated him, and upon what prin-
ciples of law or pretended law he justifies himself ; for these
are the matters at issue between us: the matters of fact, as I
‘have just said, being determined either by confession on his
part or by proof on ours.

My lords, we acknowledge that Mr. Hastings was invested
with discretionary power, but we assert that he was bound to_
use that power according to the established rules of polmcal
morality, humanity, and equity. In all questions relating to
foreign powers, he was bound to act under the law of nature
and under the law of nations, as it is recognised by the wisest
authorities in public jurisprudence. In his relation to this
country he was bound to act according to the laws and statutes
of Great Britain, either in their letter or in their spirit; and we
affirm that in his relation to the people of India he was bound
0 act according to the largest and most liberal construction of
their laws, rights, usages, institutions, and good custom: ; and
we furthermore assert that he was under an express obligation
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to yield implicit obedience to the court of directors. It is upon
these rules and principles the Commons contend that Mr.
Hastings ought to have regulated his government; and, not
only Mr. Hastings, but all other governors. It is upon these
rules that he is responsible, and upon these rules, and. these
rules only, your lordships are to judge.

My lords, long before the committee had resolved'upon
this impeachment, we had come, as I have told your lordships,
to forty-five resolutions, every one criminatory of this man,
every one of them bottomed upon the principles which I have
stated. We never will, nor can we abandon them; and we
therefore do not supplicate your lordships upon this head, but
claim and demand of right that you will judge nim upon those
principles and upon no other. If once they are evaded, you
can have no rule for your judgment but your caprices and
partialities.

Having thus stated the principles upon which the Com-
mons hold him and all governors responsible, and upon which
we have grounded our impeachment and which must be the
grounds of your judgment (and your lordships will not suffer
any other ground to be mentioned to yqu), we will now tell
you what are the grounds of his defence.

He first asserts that he was possessed of an arbitrary and
despotic power, restrained by no laws but his own will. He
next says, that “the rights of the people he governed in India
are nothing, and that the tights of the government are every-
thing.” The people, he asserts, have no liberty, no laws, no-
inheritance, no fixed property,- no descendable estate, no
subordinations in society, no sense of honour or of shame;
and that they are only affected by punishment so far as
punishment is a corporal infliction; being totally in-

sensible of any difference between the punishment of man
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and beast. These are the principles of his Indian govern-
ment, which Mr. Hastings has avowed in their full extent.
Whenever precedents are required, he cites and follows the
example of avowed tyrants, of Ali Vardi Khan, Kasim Ali
Khan, and Suja-ud-Daula. With an avowal of these principles
he was pleased first to entertain the House of Commons, the
active asserters and conservators of the rights, liberties, and
laws of his country ; and then to insist upon them more large-
ly and in a fuller detall before this awful tribunal, the passive
judicial conservator of the same great interests. He has
brought out these blasphemous doctrines in this great temple
of justice, consecrated to law and equity for a long series of
ages. He has brought them forth in Westminster Hall, in pre-
sence of all the judges of the land, who are to execute the law,
and of the House of Lords, who are bound as its guardians
not to suffer the words ‘“arbitrary power” to be mentioned
before them. For I am not again to tell your lordships
that arbitrary power is treason in the law ; that to mention it
with law is to commit a contradiction in terms. They cannot
exist in concert ; they cannct hold together for a moment.
Let us now hear what the prisoner says, “The sovereignty™
which they the subhadars, or viceroys of the Mogul empire]
assumed, it fell to my lot, very unexpectedly, to exert; and
whether or not such power, or powers of that nature, were
delegated to me by any provisions of any Act of Parliament,
I confess myself too little of a lawyer to pronounce. I only
know, that the acceptance of the sovereignty of Benares, &c.,
is not acknowledged or admitted by any Act of ‘Parliament ;
and yet, by the particular interference of the majority of the
council, the Company is clearly and indisputably seized of that
sovereignty. If, therefore, the sovereignty of Benares, as ceded
to us hy the vizir, have any rights whatever annexed to it (and:
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‘be not a mere empty word without meaning), those rights
must be such as are held, countenanced, and established by
the law, custom, and usage of the Mogul empire, and not by
the provisions of any British Act of Parl.iament hitherto enact-
ted. Zhose rights, and none other, I have been the involun-
tary instrument of enforcing. And if any future act of parlia-
ment shall positively, or by implication, tend to annihilate
those very rights, or their exertion, as I have exerted them,
I much fear that the boasted sovereignty of Benares, which
was held up as an acquisition almost obtruded on the Com-
pany against my consent and opinion (for I acknowledge,
that even then I foresaw many difficulties and inconveniences
in its future exercise) ; I fear, I say, that this sovereignty will
be fouud a burden instead of benefit, a heavy clog rather than
a precious gem to its present possessors ; I mean, unless the
whole of our territory in that quarter shail be rounded and
made an uniform compact body by one grand and systematic
arrangement ; such an arrangement as shall do away all the
mischiefs, doubts, and inconveniences (both to the governors
and the govérned) arising from the variety of tenures, rights,
<«nd claims in all cases of Janded property and feudal jurisdic-
tion in India, from the informality, invalidity, and instability of
-all engagements in so divided and unsettled a state of society ;
-and from the unavoidable anarchy and confusion of different
laws, religions, and prejudices, moral, civil, and political, all
jumbled together in one unnatural and discordant mass.
Every part of Hindustan has beer constantly exposed to these
-and similar disadvantages ever since the Mahomedan con-
quests. The Hindus who never incorporated with their con-
querers, were kept in order only by the strong hand of power.
The constant necessity of similar exertions would increase at
once their energy and extent, so that rebellion itself is the
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parent and promoter of despotism. Sovereignty in India im-
plies nothing else. For I know not how we can form an
estimate of its powers but from its visible effects, and those are
everywhere the same from Kabul to Assam. The whole
history of Asia is nothing more than precedents to prove the
invariable exercise of arbitrary power. To all this I strongly
alluded in the minutes I delivered in council, when the treaty
with the new vizir was on foot in 1775 ; and I wished to make
Chait Singh independent, because in India dependence includ-
ed a thousand evils, many of which I enumerated at that time,
and they are entered in the ninth clause of the first section of
this charge. I knew the powers with which an Indian sover-
ignty is armed, and the dangers to which tributaries are ex-
posed. I knew, that, from the history of Asia, and from the
very nature of mankind, the subjects of a despotic empire are
always vigilant for the moment to rebel, and the sovereign is
ever jealous of rebellious intentions. A zemindar is an Indian
subject, and as such exposed to the common lot of his fellows.
The mean and depraved state of a mere zemindar is therefore
this very dependance above mentioned on a despotic govern-
ment, this very proneness to shake off his allegiance, amd
this very exposure to continual danger from his sovereign’s
jealousy, which are consequent on the political state of Hin-
dustanic governments. Bulwant Singh, if he had been, and
Chait Singh, as long as he was, a zemindar, stood exactiy in
this mean and depraved state by the constitution of his country.
I did not make it for him, but would have secured him from
it. Those who made him a zemindar, entailed upon him. the
consequences of so mean and depraved a tenure. Ali Vardi
Khan and Kasim Al find all their zamindars on the necessities

of war, and on every pretence either of court necessity or court
extravagance.”’
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I beseech your lordships seriously to look upon the whole
nature of the principles upon which the prisoner defends him-
self, He appeals to the custom and usage of the Mogul
empire ; and the constitution of that empire is, he says,
arbitrary power. He says that he does not know whether any
act of parliament bound him not to exercise this arbitrary
power ; and that if any such act should in future be made, it
would be mischievous and ruinous to our empire in India.
Thus he has at once repealed all preceding acts; he has an-
nulled by prospect every future-act you can make ; and it is
not in the power of the parliament of Great Britain, without
ruining the empire, to hinder his exercising this despotic
authority. All Asia is by him disfranchised at a stroke. Its
inhabitants have no rights, no laws, no liberties ; their state is
mean and depraved ; they may be fined for any purpose of
court extravagance or prodigality ; or as Chait Singh was fined
‘by him, not only upon every war,  but upon every pretence
of war. '

This is the account he gives of his power and of the
people subject to the British government in India. We deny
that the act of Parliament gave him any such power ; we deny
that the India Company gave him any such power, or that they
had ever any such power to give. We even deny that there
exists in all the human race a power to make the government
of any state dependent upon individual will : we disclaim,
we reject all such doctrines with disdain and -indignation ;
and we have brought them up to your lordships to be tried
at yqur bar.

What must be the condition of the people of India,: go“z-
erned, as they have been, by persons who maintain these prin-
ciples as maxims of government, and not as occasional de-
viations caused by the irregular will of man; principles by
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which the whole system of society is to be controlled ; not by
law, reason, or justice, but by the will of one man ?

Rights of the Indian People.

Your lordships will remark, that not only the whole of the
laws, rights, and usages, butjthe very being of the people, ate
exposed to ruin ; for Mr. Hastings says that the people may
be fined, that they may be exiled, that they may be imprisoned,
and that even their lives are dependent upon the mere will of .
their foreign master : and that he, the Company’s Governor,
exercised that will under the authority of this country.
Remark, my lords, his application of this doctrine. I would,
he says, have kept Chait Singh from the censequences of this
dependence, by making him independent, and not in any
manner subjecting him to our government., The moment he
came into a state of dependence upon British government, all ’
these evils attached upon him. It is, he adds, disagreeable to
me to exert such powers, but I know they must be exerted,
and I declare there is no security from this arbittary power, but
by having nothing to do with the British Government, -

My lords, the House of Commons has already well con-
sidered what may be our future moral and political condition
when the persons who come from that school of pride, inso-
lence, corruption, and tyranny, are more intimately mixed up
with us of purer morals. Nothing but contamination can be
the result, nothing but corruption can exist in this country,
unless we expunge this doctrine out of the very hearts and
souls of the people. It is not to the gang of plunderers and
robbers, of which I:say this man is at the head, that we are
only, or indeed principally, to look. Every man in Qreat
Britain will be contaminated and must be corrupted, if you
let lo se among us whole legions of men, generation, trained
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with these abominable vices, and avowing these detestable
principles. It is therefore to preserve the integrity and
honour of the Commons of Great Britain that we have brought
this man to your lordships’ bar.

When these matters were first explained to your lord-
ships, and strongly enforced by abilities greater than I can
exert, there was something like compunction shown by the
prisoner : but he took the most strange, mode to cover his
guilt. Upon the cross-examination of Major Scott he dis-
covered all the engines of this Indian corruption. Mr.
Hastings got that witness to swear, that this defence of his
from which the passages [ have read to your lordships are
extracted, was not his, but that it was the work of his whole
council, composed of Mr. Middleton, Mr. Shore, Mr.
Halhed, Mr. Baker, the whole body of his Indian cabinet
" council ;—that this was their work and not his ; and that
he disclaimed it, and therefore that it would be wrong to
press it upon him. Good God ! My lords, what shall we
say in this stage of the business ? The prisoner put in an
&aborate defence, he now disclaims that defence. He told
us that it was of his own writing, that he had been able to
compose it in five days, and he now gets five persons to
contradict his own assertions, and te disprove on eath his
most solemn declarations.

My lords, this business appears still more alarming,
when we find not only Mr. Hastings, but his whole council,
engaged in it. I pray your lordships to observe, that Mr.
Halhed, a person concerned with Mr. Hastings in compil-
ing a code of Hindu laws,is now found to be one of the
persons to whom this very defence is attributed, which con-
tains such detestable and abominable doctrines. But are

we to consider the contents of this paper as the defence of
)
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the prisoner, or not ? Will any one say, that when an-
answer is given here to an impeachment of the Commons,
or when a pleais made to an indictment, that it is drawn
by the defendant’s counsel, and therefore is not his ? Did
we not all hear him read this defence in part at our bar, did
we not see him hand i to his secretary to have it read by his
son, did he not then hear it read from end to end ; did not
he himself desire it to be printed (for it was no act of ours),
and did he not superintend and revice the press, and has
any breath but his own breathed upon it ? No, my lords,
the whole composition is his by writing or adoption, and
never till he found it pressed him in this House, never tii}
your lordships began to entertain the same abhorrence of
it that we did, did he disclaim it.

But mark another stage of the propagation of these
horrible principles. After having grounded upon them tHe .
defence of his conduct against our charge, and after he had
got a person to forswear them for him, and to prove him
to have told falsehoods of the grossest kind to the House of
Commons, he again adheres to this defence. The dog re-
turned to his vomit. After having vomitted out his vile‘,
bilious stuff of arbitrary power, and afterwards denied it to
be his, he gets his counsel in this place to resort to the
loathsome mess again. They ‘ have thought proper, my
lords, to enter into an extended series of quotations from
books of travellers, for the purpose of showing that despot-
ism was the only principle of government acknowledged in
India ; that the people have no laws, no rights, no prope.rty
movable or immovable, no distinction of ranks, nor any
sense of disgrace. After citing a long line of travellers the
effect, they quote Montesquieu as asserting the same facts
declaring that the people of India had no sense of honour,
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and were only sensible of the whip as far as it produced
«corporal pain. They then proceed to state, that it was a
government of misrule, productive of no happiness to the
people, and that it so continued until subverted by the free
government of Britain, namely, the government that Mr.
Hastings describes as having himself exercised there.

My lords, if the prisoner can succeed in persuading us
that these people have no laws, no rights, not even the
~common sentiments and feelings of mén, he hopes your
interest in them will be considerably lessened. He would
persuade you that their sufferings are much assuaged by
their being nothing new ; and that having no right to
property, to liberty, to honour, or to life, they must be
more pleased with the little that is left to them, than griev-
«ed for the much that has been ravished from them, by his
scruelty and his avarice. This inference makes it very
necessary for me, before I proceed further, to make a few
remarks upon this part of the prisoner’s conduct, which
your lordships must have already felt with astonishment,
perhaps with indignation. This man, who passed twenty-
fiVe years in India, who was fourteen years at the head of his
_government, master of all the offices, master of all the regis-
ters and records, master of all the lawyers and priests of all
this empire, from the highest to the lowest, instead of pro-
ducing to you the fruits of so many years’ local and official
knowledge upon that subject, has called out a long line of
the rabble of travellers, to inform you concerning the
-objécts of his own government. That his learned counsel
should be ignorant of those things is a matter of course.
That, if left to himself, the person who has produced all the
staff should, in pursuit of his darling arbitrary power,
wander without a guide, or with false guides, is quite
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natural. But your lordships must have heard with astonish-
ment, that, upon points of law relative to the tenure of
lands, instead of producing any law, document of authority
on the usages and local customs of the country, he has
referred to officers in the army, colonels of artillery and
engineers, to young gdntlemen just come from school, not
above three or four years in the country. Good God ! would
not one rather have expected to hear him put all these travel-
lers to shame by the authority of a man who had resided so
long in the supreme situation of government ; to set aside all
these wild, loose, casual, and silly observations of travellers
and theorists 7 On the contrary, as if he was ignorant of
everything, as if he knew nothing of India, as if he had dropt
from the clouds, he cites the observations of every stranger
who had been hurried in a palanquin through the country,
capable or incapable of observation, to prove to you the nature
of the government and of the power he had to exercise.

My lords, the Commons of Great Britain are not disposed
to resort to the ridiculous relations of travellers, or to the wild
system which ingenious men have thought proper to build on
their authority ; we will take another mode. We will undertake.
to prove the direct contrary of his assertions in every point
and particular. We undertake to do this, because your lord-
ships know, and because the world knows, that if you go into
a country where you suppose man to be in a servile state;
where, the despot excepted, there is no one person who can lift
up his head above another ; where all are a set of vile, miser-
able slaves, prostrate and confounded in 2 common servitud'e,
having no_descendable lands, no inheritance, nothing that
makes man feel proud of himself, or that gives him bhonour
and distinction with others :—this abject degradation will take
from you that kind of sympathy which naturally attaches you !

39
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to men feeling like yourselves, to men who have hereditary
dignities to support and lands of inheritence to maintain, as
you peers have ; you will, I say, no longer have that feeling
which you ought to have for the sufferings of a people, whom
you suppose to be habituated to their sufferings and familiar
with degradation. - , .

This makes it absolutely necessary for me to -tefute every
one of these misrepresentations ; and whilst I am endeavouring
to establish the rights of these people in order to show in what
manner and degree they have been violated, I trust that your
lordships will not think that the time is lost ; certainly I do not
think that my labour will be misspent in endeavouring to
bring these matters fully before you.

In determining to treat this subject at length, I am also in-
fluenced by a strong sense of the evils that have attended the
_propagation of these wild, groundless, and pernicious
opinions. A young man goes to India before he knows much
of his country ; but he cherishes in his breast, as I hope every
man will, a just and laudable partiality for the laws, liberties,
righté, and institutions of his own nation ; we all do this, and
Gad forbid we should not prefer our own to every other
country in the world ; but if we go to India with an idea of
mean, degraded state of the people that we are to govern, and
especially if we go with these impressions at an immature age,
we know that, according to the ordinary course of human
nature, we shall not treat persons well whom we have learnt
to despise. We know that people whom we suppose to have
neither laws nor rights will not be treated by -us as a people
who have laws and rights.” This error, therefore, for our sake,
for your sake, for the sake ot the Indian public, and for the
sake of all those who shall hereafter go in any station to India,
I think it necessary to disprove in every point.
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I mean to prove the direct contrary of everything that has
been said on this subject by the prisoner’s counsel, or by him-
self. I mean to prove that the people of India have laws,
rights, and immunities, that they have property moveable and
immoveable, descendable as well as occasional : that they
have property held for life, and that they have it as well
secured to them by the laws of their country as any property
is secured in this couptry : that they feel for honour, not only
as much as your lordships can feel, but with a more exquisite
and poignant sense than any people upon earth; and that
when punishments are inflicted, it is not the lash they fell, but
the disgrace : in short, I mean to prove that every word which
Montesquieu has taken from idle and inconsiderate travellers
is absolutely false. )

The people of India are divided into three kinds; the
original natives of the country, commonly called Hindus, the
decendants of the Persians and Arabians, who are Maho-
medans, and the decendants of the Moguls, who originally
had a religion of their own, but are now blended with the
other inhabitants. -

The primzval law of that country is the Hindu law; and
I refer your lordships to Mr. Halhed’s translation of that sin-
gular code ; a work which I have read with all the care that
such an extraordinary view of human affairs and human cons-
titutions deserves. I do not know whether Mr. Halhed’s
compilation is in evidence before your lordships, but I do
know that it is good authority on the Hindu law. Mr,
Hastings, who instructed his counsel to assert that the people
have “no rights, no law,” ought to be well acquainted with
this work, because he claimed for a while the glory of the
compilation, although Naba Krishna, as your lordships fe-
member, was obliged to pay the expense. This book, a
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compilation of probably the most ancient laws in the world, if
we except the Mosaic, has in it the duty of the magistrate, and
the duty of all ranks of subjects most clearly and distinctly
ascertained ; and I will give up the whole cause, if there is,
from one end to the other of this cdde, any sort of arbitrary
power claimed or asserted on the part of the magistrate, or
any declaration that the people have no rights of property.
No ; it asserts the direct contrary. . _

First, the people are divided into classes and ranks with
more accuracy of distinction than is used in this country, or
in any other country under heaven. Every class is divided
into families, some of whom are more distinguished and more
honourable than others ; and they all have rights, privileges,
and immunities belonging to them. Even in cases of con-
quest, no confiscation is to take place. A Brahman’s estate

" comes by descent to him : it is for ever decendable to his
heirs, if he has heirs ; and if he has none, it belongs to his
disciples, and those connected with him in the Brahmanical
caste, in direct contradiction to what has been asserted by the
poisoner. In no case shall a Brahman suffer death; in no
case shall the property of a Brahman, male or female, be
confiscated for crime, or escheat for want of heirs. The law
then goes on to the other castes, and gives to each its
property, and distinguishes them with great accuracy of dis-
crimination.

Mr. Hastings says, that there is no inheritable property
among them. Now, you have omnly to look at page 27,
chapter the second, the title of which is, “Of the division of
inheritable property.”  There, after going through all the
nicety of pedigree, it is declared, that “when a father, or
grandfather, a great grandfather, or any relations of that
nature decease, or lose their caste, or renounce the world, or
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are desirous to give up their property, their sons, grandsons,
great grandsons, andiother natural heirs, may divide and assume
their glebe lands, orchards, jewels, corals, clothes, furniture,
cattle, and birds, and all the estate, real and personal.”
My lords, this law recognises this kind of property, it
regulates it with the nigest accuracy of distinction, it settles the
descent of it in ever); part and circumstance. It nowhere
asserts (but the direct contrary is positively asserted) that the
magistrate has any power whatever over property. It states
that it is the magistrate’s duty to protect it ; that he is bound
to govern by law ; that he must have a council of Brahmins to
assist him in every material act that he does; in short my
lords, there is not even a trace of arbitrary power in the whole
stem.

My lords, I will mention one article to let you see in a very
few words that these Hindus not only have an inheritance, but
that the law has established a right of acguiring possession in
the property of another by prescription. The passage stands
thus : “If there be a person who is not a minor (a man ceases
tobe a minor at fifteen years of age), not impotent, nor
dfseased, nor an idiot, nor so lame as not to have power tg
walk, nor blind, nor one who, on going before a magistrate, is
found incapable of distinguishing and attending to his own
concerns, and who has not given to another person power to
employ and to use his property ; if, in the face of any such
person, another man has applied to his own use, during the
space of twenty years, the glebe land, or houses, or orchards
of that person, without let or molestation from him, from the
twenty-first year the property becomes invested in the person
so applying such things to his own use ; and any claim of the
firsg person above mentioned, upon such glebe, houses, or
oxchards, shall by no means stand good : but if the person
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before mentioned comes under any of the circumstances
herein before described, his claim in that case shall stand good.’
Here you see, my lords, that possession shall, by prescription,
stand good against the claims of all persons who are not dis-
qualified from making their claims.

I might, if necessary, show your lordships that the highest
magistrate is subject to the law ; that there is a case in which
he is fineable ; that they have established rules of evidence and
of pleading ; and, in short, all the rukes which have been
formed in other countries to prevent this very arbitrary power.
Notwithstanding all this, the prisoner at the bar and his
counsel have dared to assert in this sacred temple of justice,
in the presence of this great assembly of all the bishops, of all
the peers, and of all the judges of this land, that the people of
India have no laws whatever.

I do not mean to trouble your Jordships with more extracts

" from this book. I recommend it to your lordships’ reading;
when you will find that, so far from the magistrate having any
power either to imprison arbitrarily or to fine arbitrarily, the
rules of fines are laid with ten thousand times more exactness
tgan with us. If you here find that the magistrate has any
power to punish the people with arbitrary punishmént, to sieze
their property, or to disfranchise them of any rights or privi-
leges, I will readily admit that Mr. Hastings has laid down
good, sound doctrine upon' this subject. There is his own
book, a compilation of their laws, which has in it not only
good and excellent positive rules, but a system of as enlight-
ened jurisprudence with regard to the body and substance of
it, as perhaps any nation ever possessed : a system which must
have been composed by men of highly cultivated under-
standings. -

As to the travellers that have been quoted, absurd as they
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are in the ground of their argument, they are not less absurd
in their reasonings. For having first laid it down that there is
no property, and that the government is the proprietor of
everything, they argue, inferentially, that they have no laws.
But if ever there were a people that seem to be protected with
care and circumspection from all arbitrary power, both in the
executive and judicial department, these are the people that
seem to be so protected.

I could show your lordships that they are so sensible ot
honour, that fines are levied and punishment inflicted accor-
ding to the rank of the culprit, and that the very authority of
the magistrate is dependent on their rank. That the learned
counsel should be ignorant of these things is natural enough.
They are concerned in the gainful part of their profession. If
they know the laws of their own country, which I dare say
they do, it is not to be expected that they should know the
laws of any other. But, my lords, it is to be expected that the
prisoner should know the Hindu laws : for he not only cheated
Naba Krishna of his money to get these laws translated, but
he took credit for the publication of the work as an act of
public spirit, after shifting the payment from himself by fmud
and peculation. All this has been proved by the testimonies
of Mr. Auriol and Mr. Halhed before your lordships.

We do not bring forward this book as evidence of guilt
or innocence, but to show the laws and usages of the country,
and to prove the prisoner’s knowledge of them.

From the Hindu we will proceed to the Tartarian govern-
ment of India, a government established by conquest, and
therefore not likely to be distinguished by any marks of
extraordinary mildness towards the conquered. The book
before me will prove to your lordships that the head of this
government (who is falsely supposed to have a despotic
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authority) is absolutely elected to his office. Tamerlane was
elected ; and Gengis Khan particularly valued himself on
improving the laws and institutions of his own country. These
laws we 6nly have imperfectly in this book ; but we are told in
ity and I believe the fact, that he forbade, under pain of death,
any prince or other person to presume to, cause himself to be
proclaimed great Khan or Emperor, without being first duly
elected by the princes lawfully assembled in general diet. He
then established the privileges and immumities granted to the
Tunkawns, that is, to the nobility and gentry of the country,
and afterwards published most severe ordinances against gover-
nors who failed in doing their duty, but principally against
those who commanded in far distant provinces. This prince
was in this case, what I hope your lordships will be, a very
severe judge of the governors of countries remote from the
séat of the government.

My lords, we have in this book sufficient proof that 2
Tartarian sovereign could not obtain the recognition of ancient
Jaws, or establish new ones, without the consent of his parlia-
ment ; that he could not ascend thi throne without being duly
.elected ; and that when so elected he was bound to preserve
the great in all their immunities, and the people in all their
rights, liberties, privileges, and properties. We find these
great princes restrained by lawé, and even making wise and
salutary regulations for the countries which they conquered.
‘We find Gengis Khan establishing one of his sons in a parti-
cular office, namely, conservator of those laws ; and he has
order?d, that they should not only be observed in his time, but
by all posterity ; and accordingly they are venerated at this
time in Asia. If then this very Gengis Khan, if Tamerlane,
did not assume arbitrary power; what are you to think of this
man, 50 bloated with corruption, so bloated with the insolence
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of unmerited power, declaring that the people of India have
no rights, no property, no laws; that he could not be bound
even by an English Act of Parliament ; that he was an arbi-
trary sovereign in India, and could exact what penalties he
pleased from the people, at the expense of liberty, property,
and even life itself.., Compare this man, this compound of
pride and presumption, with Gengis Khan, whose conquests:
were more considerable than Alexander’s and yet who made:
the laws the rule of His conduct; compare him with Tamer-
lane, whose Institues I have before me. I wish to save your
lordships’ time, or I could show you, in the life of this prince,
that he, violent as his conquests were, bloody as all conquests-
are, ferocious as a Mahomedan making his crusades for the
propagation of his religion, he yet knew how to govern his.
unjust acquisitions with equity and moderation. If any man
could be entitled to claim arbitrary power, ‘if such a claim .
dould be justified by extent of conquest, by splendid personal
qualities, by great learning and eloquence, Tamerlane was the
man who could have made and justified the claim, This
prince gave up all his time, not employed in Canl:leStS, to the
oconversation of learned men. He gave himself to all studics
that might accomplish a great man. Such a man, I say,
might, if any may, claim arbitrary power. But the very‘things
that made him great, made him sensible that he was but a
man. Even in the midst of all his conquests, his tone was a
tone of humility ; he spoke of laws as every man must who
knows what laws are; and though he was proud, ferocious,
and violent, in the achievement of his conquests, I will venture-
10 say no prince ever established institutes of civil government.
mpre honourable to himself than the Institutes of Timur. T
shall be content to be brought to shame before your lordships,.
if the prisoner at your bar can show me one passage where the-
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assumption- of arbitrary power is even hinted at by this great
conqueror. He declares, thatthe nobility of every *country
shall be considered as his brethren ; that the people shall be
acknowledged as his children ; and that the learned and the
-dervises shall be particularly protected. But, my lords, what
he particularly valued himself upon I shiall give your lordships
in his own words : “I delivered the oppressed from the hand
of the oppressor ; and after proof of the oppression, whether
on the property or the person, the deci.sion which I passed
between them was agreeable to the sacred law ; and I did not
cause any one person to suffer for the guilt of another.”

My lords, I have only further to inform your lordships that
these Institutes of Timur ought to be very well known to Mr.
Hastings. He ought to have known that this prince never
claimed arbitrary power, that the principles he adopted were
to govern by law, to repress the oppressions of his inferior
governors, to recognise in the nobility the respect due to their
rank, and in the people the protection to which they were by
law entitled. This book was published by Major Davy, and
Tevised by Mr. White. The Major was an excellent Oriental-
1°st, he was secretary to Mr. Hastings, to whom, I believe, he
dedicated this book. I have inquired of persons the most
conversant with the Arabic and Oriental languages, and they
are clearly of opinion that there is internal evidence to prove
it of the age of Tamerlane; and he must be the most miser-
able of critics who reading this work with attention, does not
see that, if it was not written by this very great monarch
himself, it was at least written by some person in his court,
and under his immediate inspection. Whether, therefore, this
work be the composition of Tamerlane, or whether it was
written by some persons of learning near him, through whom
he meant to give the world a-just idea of his manners,
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maxims, and government, it is certainly as good authority as
Mr. Hastings's Defence, which he has acknowledged to have
been written by other people.

From the Tartarian I shall now proceed to the later Maho-
medan conquerors of Hindustan, for it is fit that I should
show your lordships the wickedness of pretending that the
people of India have no laws or rights. A great proportion of
the people are Mahomedans ; and Mahomedans are so far
from having no Iiws or rights, that when you name a Maho-
medan, you name a man governed by law, and entitled to
protection. Mr. Hastings caused to be published, and I am
obliged to him for it, a book called the Hedaia ; it is true that
he has himself taken credit for the work, and robbed Naba
Krishna of the money to pay for it ; but the value of a book is
not lessened because a man stole it. Will you believe my
lords, that a people having no laws, no rights, no property, no,
honour, would be at the trouble of having so many writers on
jurisprudence ? and yet there are, I am sure, atleast a thou-
sand eminent Mahomedan writers upon law, who have written
far more voluminous works than are known in the common
law of England; and I verily believe more voluminous Man
the writings of the Civilians themselves. That this should be
done by a people who have no property, is so perfectly ridi-
culous as scarcely to require refutation ; but I shall endeavour
to refute it, and without troubling you a great deal.

First, then, I am to tell you that the Mahomedans are a
people amongst whom the science of jurisprudence is much
studied and cultivated, that they distiuguish it into the law of
the Koran and its authorized commentaries ; into the Fatwa,
which is the judicial judgments and reports of adjudged
cases ; into the Kanun, which is the regulations made by the
emperor for the sovereign authority in the government of their
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dominions ; and lastly, into the Rage-ul-Mulk, or custom and
usage, the common law of the country, which prevails inde-
pendent of any of the former.

In regard to punishments being arbitrary, I will, with your
lordships’ permission, read a passage which will show you
that the magistrate is a responsible person. “If a supreme
ruler, such as the caliph for the time being, commit any
offence punishable by law, such as whoredom, theft, or druken-
ness, he is not subject to any punishment (but yet if he
commit murder he is subjelct to the law of retaliation, and he
is also accountable in matters of property), because punish-
ment is a right of God, the infliction of which is committed
to the caliph (or other supreme magistrate), and to none else ;
and he cannot inflict punishment upon himself, as in this
there is no advantage, because the good proposed in punish-
ment is that it may operate as a warning to deter mankind
from sin, and this is not obtained by a person’s inflicting
punishment upon himself contrary to the rights of the
individual, such as the laws of refaliation and of property, the
Penalties of which ay be exacted of the caliph, as the
clajgjnant of right may obtain satisfaction, either by the
caliph empowering him to exact his right from himself, or by
the claimant appealing for assistance to the collective body of
Mussalmans.”

" Here your lordships see that the caliph, who is a magis-
trate of the highest authority which can exist among the
Mahomedans, where property or life is concerned, has no
arbitray power, but is responsible just as much as any other
man.

I'am now to inform your lordships that the sovereign can
raise no taxes. The imposing of a tribute upon a Musalman,
without his previous consent, is impracticable : and so far
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from all property belonging to the sovereign, the public
treasure does not belong to him. It is declared to be the
common property of all Mahomedans. This doctrine is laid
down in many places, but particularly in the g5th page of the
second volume of Hamilton’s Hedaia.

Mr. Hastings has told you what a sovereign is, and what
sovereignty is all over India ; and I wish your lordships to pay
particular attention to this part of his defence, and to compare
Mr. Hastings’s idea of sovereignty with the declaration of the
Mahomedan law. The tenth chapter of these laws treats of
rebellion, which is defined an act of warfare against the
sovereign. You are there told who the sovereign is, and how
many kinds of rebels there are. The author then proceeds
to say, “The word daghi (rebellion), in its literal sense, means
prevarication, also injustice and tyranny ; in the language of
the law it is particularly applied to injustice, namely, with-
drawing from obedience to the rightful Zmam (as appears in
the Fasahul-Kadim). By the rightful Imam is understood a
person in whom all the qualities essential to magistracy are
united, such as Islamism, freedom, sanity of intellect, and
moturity of age,—~and who has been elected into his office by
any tribe of Musalmans, with their general consent :—whose
view and intention is the advancement of the true religion
and the strengthening of the Musalmans, and under whom
the Musalmans enjoy security in person and property; one
who levies tithe and tribute according to law ; who out of the
public treasury pays what is due to learned men, preachers,
Kazis, Muftis, philosophers, public teachers, and so forth ; and
who is just in all his dealings with Musalmans : for whoever
does not answer this description is not the right Jmam, whence ™
it is not incumbent to support such a one; but rather it is
incumbent to oppose him and make war upon him, until such
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time as he either adopt a proper mode of conduct or be
slain.”’*

My lords, is this a magistrate of the same description
as the sovereign delineated by Mr. Hastings ? This man
must be elected by the general consent of Musalmans,
he must be a protector of the person and property of
subjects, a right of resistance is directly established by law
against him, and even the duty of resistapce is insisted upon.
Am I, in praising this. Mahomedan law, applauding the prin-
ciple of elective sovereignty ? No, my lords; I know the
mischiefs which have attended it : I know that it has shaken
the thrones of most of the sovereigns of the Mussulman
religion; but [ produce the law as the clearest proof that such
a sovereign cannot be supposed to have an arbitrary power
over the property and persons of those who elect him, and
who have an acknowledged right to resist and dethrone him
if he does not afford them protection. &

I have now gone through what I undertook to prove, that
Mr. Hastings, with all his Indian council, who have made up
thigyvolume of arbitrary power, are not supported by the laws
of the Moguls, by the laws of the Hindus, by the Maho-
medan laws, or by any law, custom, or usage which has ever
been recognised as legal and valid.

But, my lords, the prisoner defends himself by example ;
and, good God! what are the examples which he has chosen?
Not the local usages and constitutions of Oudh, or of any
other province; not the general practice of a respectable‘
‘emperor, like Akbar, which, if it would not fatigue your
lordships, I could show to be the very reverse of this man’s.
No, my lords, the prisoner, his learned counsel here, and his

* Hedaia, Vol. II, pp 247 and 248,
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unlearned cabinet council, who wrote this defence, have ran-
sacked the tales of travellers for examples, and have selected
materials from that mass of loose remarks and crude concep-
tions, to prove that the natives of India have neither rights,
laws, orders, nor distinction. .
' I shall now proceed to show your lordships that the people
of India have a keen sense and feeling of disgrace and dis-
honour. 1In proof of this I appeal to well-known facts. There
have been women tried in India for offences, and acquitted,
who would not survive the disgrace even of acquittal. There
have been Hindu soldiers condemned at a court-martial who
have desired to be blown from the mouth of cannon, and have
claimed rank and precedence at the last moment of theijr
existence ; and yet these people are said to have no sense of
dishonour ! Good God! that we should be under the neces. )
sity of proving in this place all these things, and of disproving
that all India was given in slavery to this man !
But my lords, they will show you, they say, that Gengis

Khan, Kuli Khan, and Tamerlane destroyed ten thousand
times more people in battle than this man did. Good God

! have

-

they run mad ? Have they lost their senses in their guilt ?
Did they ever expect that we meant to compare this man to

Tamerlane, Gengis Khan, or Kuli Khan ? To compare a
clerk at a bureau,—compare a fraudulent bullock contractor
(for we could show that his first elementary malversations were
in carrying on fraudulent bullock contracts, which contracts
were taken from him with shame and disgrace, and restored
with greater shame and disgrace), to compare him with t.he
conquerors of the world | We never said he was a tiger and
a lion ; no, we have said he was a weasel and a rat,

We have said that he has desolated countries by the
same means that plagues of his description have produce d
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-similar desolations. We have said that he, a frudulent bullock
-contractor, exalted to great and unmerited powers, can do
more mischief than even all the tigers and lions in the world.
‘We know that a swarm of locusts, although individually
deépicable, can render a country more desolate than Gengis
Khan or Tamerlane. When God Almighty chose to humble
the pride and presumption of Pharaoh, and to bring him to
.shame, he did not effect his purpose with tigers and lions ;
but he sent lice. mice, frogs, and everything loathsome and
.contemptible, to pollute and destroy the country. Think of
this, my lords; and of your listening here to these people’s
long account of Tamerlane's camp of two hundred thousand
persons, and .of his building a pyramid at Bagdad with the
heads of ninety thousand of his prisoners !

We have not accused Mr. Hastings of being a great general
-and abusing his military powers ; we know that he was nothing
at the best but a creature of the bureau raised by péculiar
circumstances to the possession of a power by which incredible
mischief might be done. We have not accused him of the
vices of conquerors: when we see him signalized by any
conquests we may then make such an accusation ; at present
we say that ihe has been trusted with power much beyond his
deserts, and that trust he has grossly abused.—But to
proceed—

His counsel, according to their usual audacious manner
(I suppose they imagine that they are counsel for Tamerlane
or for Gengis Khan), have thought proper to accuse the
managers for the Commons of wandering in all the fabulous
regions of Indian mythology. My lords, the managers are
sensible of the dignity of their place ; they have never offered
anytﬁing to you without reason. We are not persons of an
age—of a disposition—of a character, representative or natural,
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t0 wanton as these counsel call it; that is, to invent fables
concerning Indian antiquity. That they are not ashamed of
making this charge, I do not wonder. But we are not to be
thus diverted from our course.

I have already stated to your lordships a material circum-
stance of this case, which I hope will never be lost sight of ;
namely, the different situation in which India stood under the
government of its native princes and its own original laws, and
even under the dominion of Mahomedan conquerors, from that
in which it has stood under the government of a series of
tyrants, foreign and domestic, particularly of Mr. Hastings, by
whom it has latterly been oppressed and desolated. One of
the books which I have quoted was written by Mr. Halhed ;
and I shall not be accused of wantoning in fabulous antiquity,
when I refer to another living author who wrote from what he.
saw and what he well knew. This author says, “In truth it
would be almost cruelty to molest these happy people”
(speaking of the inhabitants of one of the provinces near
Calcutta), “for in this district are the only vestiges of the
beauty, purity, piety, regularity, equity, and strictness of the
ancient Hindustan government: here the property as well 85
the liberty of the people is inviolate.” My lords, I do not
refer you to this writer because I think it necessary to our
justification ; nor from any fear that your lordships will not
do us the justice to believe that we have good authority for
the facts which we state, and do not (as persons with
their licentious tongues dare to say) wanton in fabulous
antiquity. I quote the work of this author, because Hhis
observations and opinions could not be unknown to Mr.
Hastings, whose associate he was in some acts, and whose
adviser he appears to have been in that dreadful transaction,
the deposition of Kasim Ali Khan. This writer was connected

40
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with the prisoner; at your bar in bribery, and has charged
him with detaining his bribe. To this Mr. Hastings has.
answered, that he had paid him, long ago. How -they have.
settled that corrupt transaction I know not. I merely state all
this to prove that we have not. dealt in fabulous history, and
that if anybody has dealt in falsehood, it is Mr. Hastings's
companion and associate in guilt, who must have known the
country, and who, however faulty he was in other respects,
had in this case no interést whatever in nfisrepresentation.

I might refer your lordships, if it were necessary, to
Scrafton’s account of that ancient government, in order to
prove to you the happy comparative state of that country,
even under its former usurpers. Qur design, my lords, in
making such references, is not merely to disprove the prison-
er's defence, but to vindicate the rights and privileges of the
people of India. We wish to reinstate them in your sympathy.
We wish you to respect a people as respectable as your+
selves ; — a people who know as well as you what is rank,
what is law, what is property ;—a people who know how to
feel disgrace, who know what equity, what reason, what
psoportion in punishments, what security of property is, just
as well as any of your lordship's ; for these are things which
are secured to them by laws, by religion, by declarations of all
their sovereigns. And what, my lords, is opposed to all this ?
The practice of tyrants and usurpers, which Mr. Hastings
takes for his rule and guidance. He endéavours to find
deviations from legal government, and then instructs his coun-
sel to say, that I have asserted there is no such thing as
arbitrary power in the East. Good God ! if there was no such
thing in any other part of the world, Mr. Hastings’s conduct
might have convinced me of the existence of arbitrary power,

| and have taught me much of its mischief.
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But, my lords, we all know that there has been arbitrary
power in India, that tyrants have usurped it ; and that, in some-
instances, princes otherwise meritorious have violated the
liberties of the people, and have been lawfully deposed for
such violation. I do not deny that there are robberies on
Hounslow Heath ; that there are such things as forgeries,
burglaries, and murders ; but I say that these acts are against
law, and that whoever commit them commit illegal acts.
When a man istor defend himself against a charge of crime,
it is not instances of similar violation of law that is to be the:
standard Iof his defence. A man may as well say, I robbed
upon Hounslow Heath, but hundreds robbed there before me -
to which I answer, the law has forbidden you to rob there ;
and I will hang you for having violated the law, notwithstand-
ing the long list of similar violations which you have produced
as precedents. No doubt princes have violated the law of this-
country ; they have suffered for it. Nobles have violated the
law; their privileges have not protected them from punish-
ment. Common people have violated that law; they have
been hanged for it. I know no human being exempt from the
law. The law is the security of the people of Englandsi; is
the security of the people of India, it is the security of every
person that is governed, and of every person that governs,
There is but one law for all, namely, that law which governs
all law, the law of our Creator, the law of humanity, justice,
equity :—the law of nature and of nations. So far as any
laws fortify this primeval law, and give it more precision, more
egergy, more effect by their declarations, such laws enter into
the sanctuary, and participate in the sacredness of its charac-
ter. But the man who quotes as precedents the abuses of
tyrants and robbers, pollutes the very fountain of justice, des-
troys the foundations of all law, and thereby removes the only
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safeguard against evil men, whether governors or governed :—
the-guard which prevents governors from becoming tyrants,
and the governed from becoming rebels. :

I hope your lordships will not think that I have unnecessarily
occupied your time in disproving the plea of arbitrary power,
which has been brought forward at our bar, has been repeated
at your lordships’ bar, and has been put upon the records of
both Houses. I hope your lordships will not think that such
monstrous doctrine should be passed over, Witfiout all possible
pains being taken to demonstrate its falsehood and to repro-
bate its tendency. I have not spared myself in exposing the
principles avowed by the prisoner. At another time I will
“endeavour to show you the manner in which he acted upon
these principles. I cannot command strength to proceed further
at present ; and you, my lords, cannot give me greater bodily
strength than I have. '

\

THE END OF VOL. 7.
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Burke, 1-7 C
Presents, 307; taking, prohibite

by Mcohamedan sovereiguns;133-

39 ; by the Company, 158. «

P

Property, law about,
620

612-14,

Provincial Councils, 2350, 282
Punishment, barbarous, IQS, ac-
cording to Mohamedan Law,
620

Purnia, Debl Singh appointed
farmer of, 215 ; ruin of, 216

R

Radha Nath, Raja of Dinajpur,
certificate given by, to Mr,
Hastings, 295-g6
Rage-ul-Mulk, law, 140

Rai Darlabh, 306

Rajas, treatment jof, by Moha-
medaus, 55 ; Independence of,
57-59 ; under Ali Vardi *Khan,

" 6o

: Rajballabh, Raja,-277

;Rajshahi, Zamindar of, 272

: bribes taken from, by Mr.

i Hastings, 448

‘Raleigh, Sir Walter, 531

‘Ram Narayan, 92

.Rangpur, Zamindari of, 217 ;

farmed to Debi Singh, 220-21,

{ 556, 597 ; insurrection In, 233 ;

i Mr. Paterson appointed cotn-

[," missioner of, 237-41

'Rani ‘Bhawani, 271-72

 {Rebellion, punishment of, ac-

gcording to Mochamedan Law,
« 621 ‘
a




X INDEX.

R
Record system of Compant’s
government 38-41 -
Revenge, Commons charged by
Mr. Hastings with desire for,
584-5
Revenue, enhancement of, 164

Revolution, dethroning Mir
Jaffir, 71 ,
Romans, treatment by, of ac-
cused, 573 .

Rup Narayan Chaudhuri, 344
Ryots, driven by Debi Singh,
227 ; oppression of, by Dehi
Singh, 221-28 torture of, 228-33
plight of, 235

S

Sadar-vl-Hak Khan, Chief Jus-
tice, 406, 413 '

Sadanand, Chait Singh’s Bakh-
shi, 546 .

Sag-ud-Daula. Nabob, 316

Sayer, Mr. 394~95

Scott, Major, agent of Mr, Has-
tings, 364, 471, 516, 606

Scrofton, Mr, 107, 626

Sea-voyage, prohibited for the
Hindus, 46

Service under the East India
Conipany, 21-22 ; e¢sprit de
corps in, 24 ; emoluments in,
24-25 ; corruption In, youthful
raen in, 27 ; covenants taken
for, 28 ;law passéd to prevent

bribery in, 450

N

Shitab Roy, fariner of Fehar
335, 363

Shore, Mr. 256-57, 556, 606

Shuja-ud-Daulz, Vizier of OQudh,
defeat. of, 303 ; sides with
‘Kasim Ali Khan, 101 ; restored
to Vizirship by Lord Chive,
193, 160 ;°prize-money given
by, 454 ; money paid by, 468,
520; cited as an example, 6o1;
ceded Benares, 602

Siraj-ud-Daula, fall of,
character of, 66-67

Siavery of the Indian people,
111, 116, 600, 610

Smith, Mr. 361, 38y

Spies, employed by Mr. Has-
tings, 41 .
Stables, Mr. 504

Suffolk, Lord, 572, 592

Sumner, Mr., 3o

SupremeCourt of Justice, trlal of
Nand Kumar in, 359

Sykes, Mr., 169

System of East India Company’s
Government, 37-41

- T

Tan€rlane or Timur, military
discipline of, 20 ; conquest of
India by, 55-56 ; terms made
by, with Chait Singh, 56 ; his
ilberal views, 57 ; institutes o

60 ;

-

i



