
CHAPTER 1 

The Problem And The Natural Resources 
Of The Region 

1. 0 THE PROBLEM 

1~0~1 The problem under study is two fold. In the first place, 

the study tests the hypothesis (sarkar 1981, 1984a, 1984b, 1984c) 

that the traditional pattern of centralised balanced development 

pl~ing takes too long a time to make use of our vast labour 

power and the resource of land which aJt;every cheap from our national 

point of view. Although during the last few years various anti 

poverty programmes and special crop development programmes have 

certainly contributed to some extent greater utilisation of our 

labour power, the net impact might still be not far away £rom a 

net result of over-centralised 'balanced' programme. Secondly, the 

study makes a measure of_the resources of a grass-root rural area 

viz. the block economy (covering a whole police station) of Chanchal 

in the district of Malda and indicates a rough development plan for 

.the _same grass-root rural economy and lays down the institution~! 

set-up to ~rnplement the plan, 

1.0.2 The main abuse of implementing a centralised development 

plan is that the resources at the bottom of a variegated count~ 

like India can not all be seen from the top (Sarkar 1990e). Great 

authors like Viner, Kuznets, Rostow stressed long ago that a big 

country can not gather its speed of development without developing 

its agriculture first~ Agricultural revolution must precede indus­

trial reVolution. 



l• o. 3. Theoretical work on or on the basis of unused labour tv as 

oone in ununiform 't>rays by various authors beginning from Joan 

Robin~on. Of the model builders and writers mention may be made 

apart.frorn the ones we have mentioned in the preceding paragraph, 

of Nurkse, Lewis, Leibenstein, Ranis & Fei; Jorgenson, Okha-.·la and 

..J'.l.~mura.. Empirical work in different countries t~as done by 

D. Warriner, Rosenstein Rodan, K. Mandelbaumo In India for the 

country as a ~1hole agricultural labour enquiries Urtde.rtaken in 
. . . ' . . . . . 

· 1950-51 and 1956;..57 and the Surveys of the Programme Evaluation 

·Organisation of ·the Planning Commission. provided some informai:.ion 

about t;he position and level of living of agricultural lab.ourers. 
~ . ' -

Occasional studies v1ere made by r1azurnder, Parthasarathi, N.K. sarkar 

and' others. 

1.0.4 In various centres of India regional studies are being 

conducted, some exarrples of t-orhich are ; Naidu, Area Planning for 

Regional Development;· KSbra, Development of ~"'eaker Sections; Kl..lmar, 

~and use Anaiysis; Singh, Geography of Rural Developrrent; Upadhyaya, 

Development Problems and Prospects of Mizoram, Das, Peasant Agri­

culture in Assaml Sinha, Planned Development of Reso~ces in 
. . ' . . 
Developing Region; Verma~ Post Independence change in Rural India; 

A.K. Singh,· Population and Settlement in U.P.; Hishra, Politics and 
. . 

Soc:i.e-t;;y in Rural India; }1ishra, Political Socialisation in Rural 

Indiai Mahajan (Ed)~ Emerging Pattern of North-Eastern Economy; 

Hiram.ani, · Soeial Change in Rural India; Singh, Rural Income Distri­

bution; 'Srivastava, Integrated Rural Development Prog+amme in India; 

and Thabar, Rural ·Development and Political Leadership in India. 
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Under the University of North Bengal so~ other studies on the use 

of basic resources are being undert~ten for different areas. The 

present study is a part of such series of studies with a view to . 

enlarge our knodledge of the different areas in respect of the 
. 

mobilisation of the basic resources. 

1.0.5 Agricultural develop~nt of a monsoon economy of the Inaian 
I 

type is not possible without planning from the bottom •. Here in the 

countries of South~Asia water rather than sunshine is a li~iting 

factor. ~'later. resources alone can be the basis of dividing the 

co~ try into variOUl:J. zones _of . farming •· When t..re take ·into account 

heat~ ;humidity._ topograpny, _ r~,:i.nfa;I-1, surface and pnder~ground 

. water,, the number 0~. 9-FBSS-rOf?t ru;i~ area SC()nomies ffi;'l9ht inc,le~d 
. . 

. be a. fet..r ~undred ... A plan for each of these gras~-root rural econo-

mies l}lay: l;>e_ prepared _and executed_ ~9callY.• The apthorities higher 

:up. have. to .tra,r;smit an,d .or receiv~ .aid in a variety of forms from 
' - - - - . . ' 

- these. gr:ass-root economi~s. The central plan may only be built up 

.-by. aggregating plans of these lowest units. 

1.1 METHODOLoGY OF, THE STUDY 

, . . . . . c}J;s f:.,"r:)e_l:: 

1.1.1 As we are for almost autonomous planning for each distria~ , A . 

grass-:-root economy having homogeneous characteris:tics,· naturally 

.we seleci;;_such an·economy to deal w.tth our problem under investi­

ga·tion. _ The supe~iori ty of ~1ate.r and natural r~sources of tb9. 

district. of }1alda to those of many of the districts of the centl:'al 

part of: the State of ~'lest Bengal is. ~,yell prqnounced. Halda. is the 

southernmost district of the North Bengal D i vi si_on of the $tate _of 



~vest Bengal and lies between 25°33 8 08'1 to 24°40' 20" north latitudes 

and 88°45' son extreme east longitude, Ha"U"ing a high potential of 

agricultural productivity Malda naturally stakes its clalln-for 

cons.ideration·of one of its grass-root rural economies as a case. 

for special study for the problem in question. 

1.1. 2 A . state agency of devel oprnent1 of the district of l·1alda 

divides the·aistrict into three natural divisions viz~ (a) the 

area of the eistrict11 enclosed by the rivers "Kalindri and !llahanandilp 

calleo !£1. Region, (b) ·the area of the district to the ea.St. of the 

Nahananda called the aw;:iJl-'l Region and (c) the area of the oistrict 

enclosed by the rive:rs Ka+indri and Ganga. called t..l)c P..i.M:ii Hegiori. 

t·'Je- sub-d.ivi~~ the Tal Region into three agro-climatic zones,. and 

each of Earind and Diara Regions into i;.tvo such zones. 

1.1.3 'l'hus 'fi>Te have a total of seven agro-climatic zones in the 

district of Malda. The~ Region isolated by'the agency of de~elop­

ment. is not uniform fr.om every point of viet-Yo Thex·e are 'b1o areas 

't"'hich. are especially flood-prone ood they are so from different 

sorts of sources. The two blocks of Harishchana:rapu:r" for exan,ple,. 

are flood p~ne for three .reasons. I.'"irs·t.ly, the area of these two 

blocl'"..s are not U:niformly ·slopping tOt'i'ards the sQuth.. So~ areas a.re 

l&,.t.:.lying. Secondly, the river Baramasia carries flow'of t.rater only 

during ·the rainy season,. The bed of this river has, gone up f,or lack 
01- ~u.se.~~ 

of perrenial flCM. 'rhe amc)unt]\.~ it can carry during torrential 

rains is very limited~ Thirdly~ the river Ral.indri in this. area has 

a wide responsibility of clearing the rain water of bigger catchment 

2rea including a big area of the Purnee oistriet of Bihar. Since this 

special cause induced flood can be best. dealt with a specialist . 
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management of .a grass-root rural area, the blocks of.Harishchapdrapur 

may be rightly.construed as a grass-root rural economy for the 

purpose of autonomous grass-root rural plaP~~ng~ 

1.1. 4 Similarly the two bloclcs of Ratua have flood problems of 

another type.· Rain water carried through the rivers Kalindri and 

l1ahananda. and the • r-1allik para Dars (drain) • overflow through :the· 

·blocks of Ratua. This is often accentuated by the over-flooding 
'' • ' • ! 

of the Haha'l'landa in . the far ~outh. Thus ill though rain£ all · and 

· quality. of . soil. ~re nearly the same as in the blocks of Harish­

chandrapur,. at least on ground of a speqial kind of flooding 
' ' 

··.different .from. that of. Ha1.·ishche.ndrapur, t-ie may reasonably have a 

separate grass~root rural area. with the blocks of Ratua I ana l~. 

1.1.5 The bl'ocks of. C.hanchal - l and II are in general f.t;ee from 
. ' 2 

the· risks of floods • ·On this aqcount alone thr;;! .area has a claim 

to be' treated as a separate grass-root rural are,a. The area, 

in1ei.'d.enta11y ,. has a ·special natural problem~ ~hroughout the l'rhole 

of these tt.Jo .. blocks· the land is. ste·adily slopping ~rom the north .. 

to the south~ But in the. m~dst qf. this slopping land (ca11ed 'l'a:}.) 

there are irregular patches of high land where o~dinary shallov! 

tube wells do not serve the purpose of irrigation in sea~ons outside 

the rainy season. Special kind of deep tube well irrigation and 

infrastructural faci~ity are to be install~d in a significant 

portion of this area. Thus although the distribution of rainfall 

is the same as ·in the two o·ther grass-root rural areas ment. ioned 

in the preceding paragraphs, we treat the economy of the two blocks 

of Chanchal as a distinct grass-root rural area~ Similarly we have 
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reasons £or isolating four other grass-root rural area econom~ies 

in the remainder of the district~ The reason-that the grass-root 

rural area economy of the two blocks of Chanchal has been chosen 

as our area of the study is the writer of this dissertation has 

been residing in this area for a number of years. The advantages 

of this· choice are as follo;'l!s. In the first place, the farms can 

be visited on bicycles or by using local transport during day time. 

The investigator does not thus has to undergo hardships on having 

to stay in .tUral. households on weeks together. ~ny revisit. to the 

farms on _subsequent occasions .was also no~ much of a problem. 

Second;Ly, tl}e question of bu.:i_.lding acquaintance with the local 

au·t.hori ties, spokesman and men of public use and iinJ.::>Ortance has 

never appeared as special problem as a result:. of the. investigator 

being stationed permanently in the heart of the area. 

1.1. 6 Once 't'l!e choose the tt~o · blocks of Chanchal to form the 

11 block econOnT.f of Chanchal" as the area of study t'>le try- to locate 

sorr:e representatiVe sample mo1,1zas -vrithin th~ area~ Out of a total 

of ·194 mouzas of our block economy {Census of India. 1981) vle ha~ 

selected a s~nple o£ five mouz9s. For each_of the 194 mouzas we 

got information about population,net cultivable area and irrigated 

area from the offi~es of the agricultural development office3:·s o:f 

the two blocl~s. Five strata are made .on the basi~ of the magnitude 

of t:qe percentage o~ irrigated areas to the total net cul tj:vable 

areas of the mouzas •. For the purpose of construction of strata we 

have excluded not only the completely depopulated mouzas but also 

mouzas having a population of 300 or less. Then out of total 194 
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mouzas a net number of 160 mouzas are left which are so stratified 

that eac::h str.ata contain equal number of 32 mouzas. A sample rnouza 

is drawn from each st~ata at random which give us a sarrple of five 
\ 
I 

rnouzas to represent fully the local economy of the two blocks,. The 

stratification is shown in Table 1.1.1. 
. ·. / 

Table 1.1.:.1 
Le- . 

sejCtion Of The Sanple Mouzas 

Percentage .of 
·irrigated to 
net cul tiy-able 

·area. 

0•17 .. 86 

18.07~28.93 

29.00-42.47 

42.55-63.60 

64.18-98.98 

Nuniber of molizas .. 
excluding those having 
population equal to or 
less than 3 00 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

Name of the mouzas 
selected along with their 
percentage of irrigated 
area to net cultivable 
area 

Sanibhunagar (110) 10.90 

· Sanjib (136.) 18.07 

Balidariga (6:1.) 30.45 

Saktihar (43) 63'.60 

U·ttar 
Bhabanipur (73) 71.83 

Note : .Fi9ures in parenthesis· are Location Code Numbers i.e~ 
J~ L ... Numbers of Mouzas. 

Three. of the five sample mouzas, namely Sanjib, Saktihar and 

Balidanga belong to Chal'lchal Block-I and the rest two namely 

Sambhunagar and Uttar Bhabanipur to Chanc4al Block-:tl. The five 

sample mouzas located in Ha:p-2 are seen to be well scattered within 

the area of our block ~conomy~ 
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1~1.1 Having selected the sample mouzas.we conducted a pilot survey 

to make complete enumeration_of the households residing in each of 

the five sarrple mouz"'as~. Thus a total of 596 households were covered 

leaving a ver.y small number unattended because of their absenoe 

during the period of survey• It to9k a. period of .one year and nine 

months. to complete the survey t11orlc from April 1985 upto the end of 

1986 with some intervals in between the beginning and the end•· 

The~fOJ:e we had tt-ro separate. reference periods of household survey; 

April i984 to March 1985 for three moUZaf? and _September 19SS to 

August 1986 for t.r.10 mouzas. For the cost, revenue and E>.Xpenditure . 

accoUnts of all the mouzas we considered the average price level of 

t.he'two reference periods • .. 

1~1~8, The household s'l.lrvey was a one;..point~ survey conducted to fill 
;.'R;e~s~ 

in one .household schec.1.ule for eve'l""t': .household v-ihich -U*misee in 
-J:· . " 

schedule_ form all data required for the study viz., infoi:ll1ation 

about.· fa"Tiily members, their age, sex;· education, ocqupation, health; 

· arrangement of housing and sanitation, birth-, death, · mOb.:J,.li ty, 

· stock of. animals and c:;>ther fixed farm inputs, cropi--rise· ·use of all 

·non-fixed farm inputs, cost of C1JJ.·t.ivation, returns of' agricul·tural 

; and non-·agricul tural J?roductio.ns, . purchase and sale of land and 
.···· 

non-land assets, coJ:lsunipti.on ~qx~ncU·ture~ use of land and labour, 

indebtedness, tenancy and employment. After the completion of· . ' . . ' . ' . - ' ' ;.; 

household su:cvey in the second phase \ole conduc~ed a .village· survey 
. ' 

to fill. in one village scheoule for each of. the five rnouzas. ~he 

village schedule was designed to get an over all idea of the general 

facilities and services the operators as well as the non-operators 



o~·'the productive activities receiv~ in the village 0;.' in the 

system~ of which the village is a part. The village schedule 

itemised info.rmatioMlike facilit~ies of drinking t:7ater, medic~ and 

veterinary treatment,· edUcation, tran$port and commupcat:.ion# sani­

tatiqn, electricity ~or household consumption and farm use and also 

sources of entertainffi8nts and .recrec:;tiono The village survey ~laB 

undertaken by the first quarters of 1988~ In household survey all 

information .\AYers taken :Eor a !-Bference pez:-iod. of .last one agricul­

.tural·. year from the ti~e of S'-lrvey~ But the data of the ~illage 

,. schedule were collec~ed t9 lCJ:fet'l the positicm. the village~s residing 

in their specific area.reached by the pe~iod of survey as a result 

. of var.i,ous 1/7elfare rreaslJ.res undertaken by the Government oveJ;" the 
I • '" 

yester-years. 

1 ~ 1. 9 · During the period of scrutiny of· data by the year 1987, we 

had to revisit th.e Sample mouzas OU issUeS. relate¢ tO demography, 

mobi~i t.y Of labour and Others that beCame clear only after ~Olre 

s};€cia:L probe. On some intricate issues like priqes of :the products, 

the prevaient wage level~ use of inputs per acre or output harvested 

per acre, ·utmost care. vJas attached t9 ensv.re reliable data through 

cross . checldng the f q.rmers cmd the hired .labourers working in tl'le 

farms*· the sellers and the purchasers, • the landlores and the tenants. 

Inccme.statements got corrected while crOS$~checking through state­

ments of expenditure and outputs and.- costs. 



1.2.1 Basically' the soil types of the ·seven agro-climatic zones 

of the district are more or 'less unifoxmo The river'ine water systems 

of the zones, the ~~tent of their being flooded and the source of 

their floods, topographical slopes and the existence of high lands 

havef as has been told abo-ve, the bases of classifying the district 

into these zones. The raising of the efficiency of agricult.ure 

through high cu;t ture of. reproducible inputs including irrigat:ion 

water throughout ·Che year, the building of road~, dykes and other 

agents of change of physical texture of lapds "t..rould easily render 

the basic nature of soil uniform throughout the·district. By and 

large the greater pqrt of the·blocks of Chanchal consists of clay 

2 loam . soil. Some areas· which require deep tube 11>rell irrigation are 

alsq liable to be clay loam. through several years of co:J.tinuous 

culture throughout the year. Ideally~ the agro-climatic zone of 

Chanchal,· like other agro-climatic zones of the district holds out 
I • ' . ' • ' • . 

enormous potential for agricultural production and agro based 

industries and an important ~ertiary sector based on these. ~wo. 

1. 2. 2 As in the other zones Qf the. district,· clirr.ate of Chanchal 

never becomes an iffipe.diment to cropping. The area is characterised 

by a hot arid Oppressive summer season' plentiful rains and moisture 

in the air throughout the ~-1hole year. Temperature starts rising 

·.by March arid reaches the maximum in April or May when th~ mean 
0 0 . 

daily temperature v'aries withi~ 36 ·C and 22~.1 Cit .The mons.oon (both 

south east and south ~lest) begins by"Mid June and continue ·till the 

end of September .. The month of October is generally a period· of' 

reduced rainfall after which the cold season starts. Janua~ is the· 
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col~st month the mean daily minimum temperature 't"rhen varie~ within 
0 . . 0 

24.2 G 1:0 10.8 c. Sometimes spells of .cold weather bring down the 

mean daily minimum temperature to four or five ·degrees. 

1~2.3 As to the amoUnt of yearly rainfall our area falls within 

the ~ssured rainfall zone (1140 mm and. above) in our country. The 

average annual rainfall over the period of last ten years (1978 to 

1987j is found 1528 •. 29 rom with 69.57 average number of rainy day~h 

The rainfall chart presented in Table 1.2.1 show the seasonal and 

a~nual fluct~ations in rainfall. The major part of the annual rain­

fall ·is received within the period of monsoon from June upto Septem­

ber~ The average ra.i~falJ .. received dUring this period is 1168.,43 rom 

i.e. 78'/o of the ave.t,"age annua,l rainfall., In some year~ monsoon· rain 

does· not coiTU116nce by the. usual time 1.-1hich often disturb the produc­

tion of the. kharif crops. 'l'he cold season is· mostly rainless. There­

fore successful Aus and Rahi crops requi~ arrangement. of artificial 

·. ir:rigation,. .Utilisation of UI:lderground \\Yater may well be resorted 

to for the purpose w~thout caus~ng any ecological disbalance since 

the ·;;'later resources of· ·the region is renev1able by monsoonal rainfall. 

1.2~4 The main natural source of surface water for the area of 

Chanchal is tl1e +iver Hahananda •. The river has its source in the 

Himalayas in Darjeeling district. It flQW's along the northem end 
~ . . . 

of Chanchal block~I, then passes through the eastern border of our 

combinded block area'lf The vrestern bounaar.1 of our area economy is 

mark~d by the Fiver Baramasia which has its source on a dead 

channel of Mahananda. As t·Je have already mentioned, Baramasia has 

now become completely dead having no river current. In the rainy 

107093 
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Table 1.1 •. 1 

Rainfall .(mm) ln Chanchal 1978-87) 

Y:ears/ 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 Average 
.Months •.(1978;'87) 

January ... 12.0 50.3 26.2 31.6 - 1.2 15.44 

February ~ 23.8 4.0 4.0 0.8 33.6 - 3.0 8.6 6.48 

~larch 7·0 29•6 0.2 18.2 11.6 1.8 - 11.6 8.77 

April 30~-0 29.2 177 •. 6 21'.2 32.0 18 .• 4 20.2 81.6 70.4 54.28 

Nay· 76.6 . 2. 5 279.2 172.4 33 •. 0 125.4 134.6. 102.4 198.2 91.6 149.31 .. 

Jl..me 271-.9 138-.8 221;.0 92.6 262.2 143.6 360.2 193.8 199.6 219.0 210.42 

J~ly 224•3 . 402.-6 '621-.0 443;.2 267 •. 4 306•2 364.0> 307.8 636.9 .308.7 420.92 

August 13-3t.4 153o.2 ·621..;, 6 317.2 241.0 131.0 231.6 196.8 199.2 715.4 276.91 

September 276.2 . 233· 2 . 244.6 228.5 120~6 334.4 ' 279 •. 4 197~8 416.0 274.6 260 .• 18 

October 53•-4 317.-8 105.6 .... 35;.6 59.6 37.8 141.0 380.2 44.88 :1.08.54 

Nbveniber 6~0 23.2 ·- o.a 10.2 -· 2.1 9.2 1.87 

Decent>er 35.4 43.6 - 37.4 1.6 - 23.6 1.2 15.17 

Total 1541 •. 8 1379 •. 5 2151.8 1530.4 1013.4 1208.0 1494.6 1159.6 2140.4 2426.3 1528.29 

Source . Rainfall recording station of the sub-divisional Research Fa.rm, Cbanchal. • 
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seasons it dJ:·ains out the rain water of the ent.ire t11est bc.-undary 
'hO'Y"tiv-

of Chanchal~ Since the a.rea of Chanchal is slopping ft·om Rc·:~ to 

south natu1:·ally t17e find some branches cf I1ahananda running from 

north to south through some parts of Chnnchalo Apart from these 

natural canals a long dug canal (locally lmo..·rn as "Dara") serves 

the purpose of drainage in the rainy seasono Although the natural 

canals are nO".V silted up and have become marshy lOt..J' lands* the main 

dug canal has a big part in keeping the area free ·from water-logging. 

1.2~5 As can be seen from table 1.2.2 in tl1e appendix, the sum o£ 

the net cultivated area and forests of the blocl~ econom.}{ :c~.f Chanchal 

·is a little higher than that of the rest of the state. t·Jhile the 

state economy as a \'ihole includes a great aeal of urban areas, the 

totm of Chanchal as a countcy tot-m encloses rather a srn~~ll area .. 
. . . 

The fact6 h~aever, remains that in principally agricultural areas 

the areas allotted to cultivation, forests etc. are larger than in 

urban areas. In a-long range planning.son~.more areas n~n being 

given 'to cultivation may have to be shifted to roads,. buildings etco 

'.i'he area has. c:.lready been served by a; nE;Jt.-t"10rk of unmetalled roads,. 

:tn the forseeable future the laying out of nci..., roads vrould not be 

. much necessary. Hetall;ing the existing unmetalled roads 't'J'Ould not - . . . . 

require diversion of cult:ivated lands to roads. Ho~,o,ever.-of the 29, 

241 hect~s we may suppose that 241 hectares may be given to·n~..J' 

infrastructural llses. As we sha11 discuss in a later chapter, a 

plot of le.nd in this highly p:toduct.ive belt can be used for 3.5 

times• So 29,000 hectares of land ~-rill be as good as.101 1 500 hectares 

of land for the pu.r[:;ose of ·production. X<J.o.r:e than: decades of 
A 
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planning leaving these resources· not used fully would mean for 

us deplorable sacrifice of speed in develbpmerit. 
'.· 

le3 ~EOUR RESOURCES 

1.3.1 A crude estimate of the potent.ial labour resouJ::Ces may 
A. 

include all people e'cceeding the age of 15 year~··. The distribution 

of our sample population by age and sex"as presented in table 

1.3.1 shOt·TS that nearly 57 percent of the total pop~lation consti• 

tute the potent~al laboUr_resource~ The distribution of the labour 

force by villages and.sub-~~ies (~abies 1.3.2 to 1.3.4} reveals 

that the villages that constitute s~-sample-2 make relatively 

greater contribution to the labour force com.pared to the vi~lages 

of Stib..Sample-1.. On ~he basis. of the estimate of our sample, the 

labour resourc~ of our blogk economy ~ the re~erence per.iod become 

a total of 141,260 people with 75,462 males and 65,798 females. 

1.3 •. 2 So far as the efficiency of the labour force depend upon 

their level of education we can work out an estimate of skilled ·and 

unskilled labour from 1:1 distri:bution of the lab9ur fo~e by number 

of years spent in education •. Ope ~otices f~om table 1.3.5 that 60 

percent of the labour. :force did not even spent one complete year 

for education. If ··the category of skilled labour force include only 

the persons- having at least. 6 years 0 ed'!lcation or more then for our 

totaJ, sample 331, people out. of 1827 (18~12 percent) enter into this 

category and the UnSkilled category incluoe.the remaining 1296 

people (81.88, percent). While this is th~ average picture considering 

both sexes~ there has· been a . tv-ide sex..;.discrimiriation against females 

in education. 



Table 1.3.1. 

Population Of Total Sample - Distribution 
· By Age & sex. 

Age group __ t><_1;o;:,al::::oe:....---­
(years) Number Percent 

to total 

Upto 5 . 263 15.60 

5..,.10. 245 14.53 

10-15 202 11.98 

15-35 626 37.13 

35-60 288 17.08 
Above 60 62 3-~68 

Total 1686 100 

Number Percent 
to total 

242 15.70 

261 16.94 

187 .12.13 

548 35.56 
257 16.68 

46 2.99 

1541 100 

Table 1.3.2 
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Tgt§.l 
Number Percent 

to total 
.. . . 

505 15.65 

506 15.66 

389 12.05 
1174 36.38 

545 16.89 

108 3.35 

3227 100 

Potential Labour Resource (Both sexes) By 
Vi~lages & Sub-Samples 

Sl. Village. 
No. 

1 •. san jib 

2. Saktihar· 

3. Uttar Bhab~ipur 
4 •. s ambhu1·1agar 

5. Balidanga: .. 

6. Sul:>-Sampie-1 
. ; . ' 

7. Sub...Sample;;.,2 

. Total Sample· 

Total 
population 

724 
73.8 
836 

. 351 

578 

1075 
2152 

3227. 

Population 
above 15 years 

393 

438 

457 

191 
348 

584 

1243 

1827 

Percent 

54.28 

59.35 
'54.67 

54.42 

' .. 60. 21 

54.32 

57. 76. 

56.62 . 



Sl. 
No. 

1. 

·2• 

3 .. 
4. 
5. 

6~ 

. 7. 

Table 1~ 3.3 

Potential ~abour· Resource I(Male) By 
Villages & Sub-Samples 

·. . : . ' ' 

Village Total male Male population 
. population above 15 years 

Sanjib 375 204 

Saktihar 39S 244 

Uttar Bhabanipur 441 24·4 

s arnbhunagar 180 94 

Balidanga 297 190 

Sub...S ample-1 555 298 

Sub-Sample-2 1131 678 

Total sample 1686 976 
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Percent 

54.4 
.62..,09 

55.33 
52.22 
63.,97 

53.69 

59.95 

. . ' . 

Potential Labour Resource (Female) By Villages & 
Sub-samr.>les 

sJ.. Viliage Total female Female population Percent 
No. population above 15 years 

1~ sanjib .349 189 54~11 

2. Saktihar 345 194 56 •. 23 

3 •. Uttar Bhabanipur 395. 213 ss.92 
; 

,-
4. Sambhunagar 171 97 .:56.73 

. ' : ~ . 

5. Balidanga 281 158 ·515.23 

6. Sub-SartiJ.::>le-1 520 286 55;.00 

7~ ~ub-Sampl~-2 .1021 565 55.34 

. ~6~ai ·s~le 1541 851· 55.22 



2:1. 

1,3.3 · One notices from ·tables .1.3.6 to 1.3.8 th~t the labour force 

of the villages of Sub-San~le-2 have relatively good command in 

education than those of Sub-Sample-1,. The t-wo. sets c£ villages 

do not differ with respect to any infrastructural facilities (which 

will be evident from Chapter 4) excepting for irrigation. Thus 

better facilities of irrigation and the consequent il1'!Proved fa:r:ming 

of Sub-Sample~2 ("VThich will be evident from Chapter 5) explain its 

·relative aba~aance of skilled labour resource. to Stili-Sample-1. A 

det.ail study of the level of_ 19mploJhnent and tl'le existing st<;&te of 

use of labour Povrer of the entire labour force "i.·dll be taken un in •••• - • • - . • • • • ' . • • •. • . . oLo 

th~ subsequent. chapters ttdth the objec:tive of .frcuning a plan ·for 

fu!l-eiT{Ployment of the · unE?mployed and under employed .labour resource 

in the concluding chapter. 



Table 1.3. 5 

Potential Labour Resource Of Total Sample -
Distribution By Education 

POpulati.,oJil. above 15 years age 

22 

! .'.' Number of 
years spent 
in education5 · MsJ.e . • · Fema1e · 

Nuniber Percent ~o N·tiid3er Perce..'lt 
Bgth Sexe·s 

Number Per~nt 

1 or more 
2 U· ·tl 

3 " n 

4 
,. tl 

5 n "' 
6 n II 

7 II u 

11 11 II 

total · to total 
popUlation . popula-
above 15 tion above 
years 15 years 

534 54.71 ~04 23.97 

488 50;.00 193 22.68 

440 45;,08 174 20.45 

345 35.,35 121 14.22 

294 30.12 99 11 •. 52 

250 25,61 Bl 9.52 

219 ·22.44 67 7.87 

69 7.07 7 0.82 

Table 1.3 .• 6 

Skilled Labour Resource (B.oth Sexes) By 
·villages & Sub-Samples 

738 

681 

614 

466 

392 

331 
286 

76 

to total 
popula .... 
tion 
qbove 15 
years 

40.39 

37.27 

33.61 

25.51 

21.46 

18.12 

15.65 

4.16 

Sl. 
No. 

Village TotS! popuiation 
clbo-qe 15 years 
age 

Population , Percent 

l• ·sanjib 393 

2;. sa.ktihar 438 

3. Utta~ Bhabanipur 457 

4. s cm!bhunagar 191 
s. Balidanga 348 
6~ Sub-sanrole-1 584· 
7 Sub-Sample-2 1243 

Tote1l Sample 1827 

above 15 years 
age spending 
6 years o~ 
more for educa­
tion 

42 

122 

61 

11 
95 
53 

278 
331 

10,.69 

27.85 
13.35 

5.76 
27~30 
9~08 

22.37 
18.12 



Sl. 
No. 

1. 
2., 

3e 
. 4. 

s. 
6,. 

7. 

Table 1.3. 7 

Skilled Labou.r Resource (~lale ) ·- Dis·tribution 
By Villages And Sub-Samples 

Village 

Sanjib 

saktihar 
Uttar Bhabanipur 

Sarnbhunagar 

Balidanga. 

'Sub-sample~l 

Sub-Sarrrple-2 

Male population 
above 1.5 years 
age 

204 

244 

244 

94 

190 

298 

678 

Nale people 
. above 15 years 
age 'spending· · · 
6 years or 
more for · 
education 

31 

9tl 

47 
8 

70 

39 

211 

Total sample 976 250 

; 

Table 1.3.8 

Skilled Labour Resource (Females)-. Distribution 
By Villages And Sub--Samples., 
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Percent 

·15• 20 

38i.52 

19i.26 

8~51 

36.84 

13.09 

'31~12 

25.61 

Sl. Village Female population Femciles above Percent 
No. above 15. years 15 years age 

age spending 6 yrs 
or more for 
education 

1:, Sanjib, 189 11 5 82 • 
2. Saktihar 194 28 14.43 

3• Uttar Bhabanipu.r 213 14 6e57 

4. s ambhunagar 97 3 s.o9 
5"' Balidanga 158 25 15.82 

6. Sub-Sample-1 286. 14 4.90 

7. Sub-Sarnple-2 565 67. 11.86 

Total sample 851 81 9.52 
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Table 1.2.2 
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Land Resoux:ces By 1985-86: ""~. Chanchal And West BengQl 

Sl. Categories 
No. 

1. Ne-t. area sO\von 
along ;..lith 
current follot•rs -
& forests 

2. Area not 
available for 

·cultivation 

3 •. 0ther unculti­
vated land 
excluCling 
current f allOt-Is 

4. Total 

- ·-

Lar1d in· Percent 
hectares tp total 

29,241 80.32 

6,221 17.09 

943 2.59 

36,405 100 

West Bepgel 
Land ·in Percent to 
thousand total 
hectares 

6,513 

1,730 19.6 

606 6;.0 

8,849 100 

Source : Data .for Chanchal is .collected from the offices of the. · 

agricultural development office:rs of the t't-10 bl~ks. Data 

· · for Vlest Bengal is ·taken· from Government of t·lest Bengal, 

Eco110rrd.c Review (198~9), St.atis·tical Apendix-P54. 


