et

P__RB_E_F_A_G_E

The Adis of Arunachal Pradesh, erstwhile called NEFA,
constitute @ very ancisnt tribe of ithe region and are one of the
most advanced from the point of cultural azistqctacv. Sirangely
enough, thelir past is shrouded in a thick veil of amystery and |
indefiniteness, on which not much has been written so far. During
the mid-1960%s when I was in Shillong, it was my-&di students who
first made me interested to undertake a study on their tribe. The
accounts of how their original alphabet ¢got lost, their waliant
clash with the British srms, their socioepolitical crganiéaticns.
their oral literaiure, thelr religion and supernatural beliefs,
their world-view, and winds of change blawing-threugh their
land == all these made me eager to study the matter clossly. To
do that, I travélleﬂ in some parts of the Siang district, the
homeland of the Adis, during 1969=72, in order to obtain firste-
hand knbwledge and information. This'was Later supplemented by
several secondary materials obtained from various sources. It
occurred to me that somathing significanﬁ could be written on
their traditional past and the receni present, if one was willing
{0 undertake a course of painstaking library work and difficult
trips to their land. 1 attemptad to do that and its conseqguence
has been the making of the present disgsertation. It is qQuite
possible that much mor: iamains yet to be said on the matier by
future researchers and I can never boast that I have struck the

anvil finally and forever.
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In this connection, I must expréss my wholehearted
gratitude to my supervisor Prof. S. N. Roy, Professor of Politi-
cal Science and Dean of the Vaculty of Arts and Commerce ih
Noxth Bengal University, who gracicusly led me through the
different stages of my study with suxe aﬁd fiém treadings. I

have taken uimost pains to follow the hints and guidelines that

fie directed me with.

I should mention with deep gratitude the invaluable
help which Mr. 8. Das Shasiri, former Director of Research,
NEFA Administration, rendered by allowing me to freely use the
books and othoer necessary materials, like maps and documents, of
the Research Department, as also his psrsonal collections, and

by explaining many difficult points.

For the keen intersst shown in my study thrgugh perso-
nal discussions, for granting me the Inner Lines Permission teo
visit parts of the Adi laﬁd like &long; Pasighat, Damzroh and the
neighbouring villages of the Siang district, and for making thef:~
HEFA libr%ﬁes accossible to me, I should be ever obliged to
Colonel P. M. Luthra, former Adviser t» the Governor of Assam

on NEFA,

I should be grateful to Mr. Tapang Taki, Head Inter-
pretsr of Arunachal Pradesh Administration, Mr. J. N. Choudhury,
Head Librarian, and to some of the foremost Adi offilcers, Mr.

J. Riba, Mr. Mating Dal, Mr. Talung Rukbo, and Mr. Oshong gring,
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who immengely helpsd me by interpreting original Aéi dialect
into Lnglish, and also by supplying free Znglish rendering of

some of the original Adi texts.

Mention must be made of the names of Mr. Taling
Tayong, Mr. Ano Purme, Mr. Talom_ﬁao. Mr. Tomo Riba, Ms. Ayam,
HMge Nagan Irang, MHr. ﬁ;zﬁ. Chakraborty, Mr. P. Co Dutta, Mr. R,
Choudhury, Mr. Kishen Humar, Mre. K. D. Pyal, Prof. M. C. Goswami,
and Frof. A. Ce Bhagabati -~ the remarkable batcﬁAcf students,

- officers, and academic experts on the subject == who helped me
with many informative detéils. solving many a difficult point,
and freely discussing all allied and relevant matters in the
¢ourse of my meny interviews with them.

I shall be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge
the friendly assistance rendercd by the staff of NEFA Covernment
Central Library, Shillong, State Central Library, Shillbng.

MEFA Covernment district libraries at Along and Pasighat,
Mational Library, Calcutta, North Bengal uUniversity Library,
and the many employees of NEFA Cultural Research Deparimznt.
But for their Kind co-oOperation, the present dissertationlcould

never have been completéd.

iy sincerast thanks are due o the friendly assis-
tance and encourégement given by my colleagues and the members
of the Himalayan Studies department of the North Bengal Univer-

sity, the Anthrepology department of Jauhati University, add
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the History departiment of Viswa Bharati University, Santinike-
tan, by allowing me 10 participate in all their seminars on
Bastern Himalayas and @tesemz my papexrs on the Adis before

distinguished scholars and experts.

Last, but not ths least, I must express my thankful
indebtedness and sincerest gratiﬁude to my wife Kekuy Banerjee,
. and daughter tandini, for all their oncouragement to my résearch
project on the Adis, their kind reading of the whole manuscript,
correction of the occasional errors in the typescripi, and
assistance in the straining preparation of the alphabeﬁical
order of the glossary and bibliography. In the absence of
. their all«a&t help, the diaser£atian would have taken much
longexr ti@e to be completed and mﬂdé raady for submission. ?Sey
shared with me streaks éf both sunlight and shadow in tezms of
family congeniality during my full-time engagemsnt with the |

present work.

Two necessary clarifications need be made. It has

" to be borne in mind that the expressiong, Qﬁﬁﬁ and Aruhachai,
as and when usaﬁ in this dissarﬁation; do always carry the same
connotation. Hence, they are, and should all through be,

treated as synonymous, inseparable, and identical.

As explanation of ths temm °Changing', used in the

title of this dissertation, I must admit that it is rather
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difficult, historically and socially, to pinpointAthe exact'
detaline of the starting of the change, which is a somewhatl
continuous process. This study has attempted to place it,
roughly, in two stages. The first is after 1912, the yeaqr
that the whole of the Abor ﬁills cane under full British
occupation, while the secorid started after 1947, the yzar of

Indian Independence.




