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The Vice-Chancellor came to the University at about 11:30 A.M. and he went
round the library, the class rooms, the women students’ common room &c. He found
that the work was going on in the ordinary way and there was no sign of excitement
anywhere. He discussed the situation with Mr. H.D.Bhattacharyya, the Dean of Arts
and the Proctor and all told him that the situation was quite normal. The Proctor also
told him that he had talked to numerous students - Hindus and Muslims and they had all
expressed their disapproval of the incident on Sunday evening last and said that there
would be no further trouble.

The Vice-Chancellor returned to his room at about 12:30 when Dr. Shahidullah
came in, and he was discussing these and other matters with him when he heard a great
commotion in the University buildings. When he rushed out, he found a number of
students downstairs and upstairs with lathies in their hands and stones were being thrown
in some places. The Vice-Chancellor felt that the situation was beyond the control of
University authorities; so he at once telephoned to the Police. He then went out and
found the women students in the Verandah of their room, and a large number of excited
students upstairs and downstaris. The Police then arrived and, at the same time, the
District Magistrate, the Superintendent of Police and the City S.P. arrived; and after

some time the situation was brought under control.>*
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Resolved that this meeting requests the University authorities to take every step
to receive and hand over the dead body of our beloved Nazir Ahmed to the students for
performing funeral rites. Resolved that this meeting of the Muslim students of the Dacca
University requests the University authorities to permit the burial at a place near one of
the two Muslim Halls so that they may pay their homage to their deceased friend who
was a great social worker.*®
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1ld you please the appropriate authority to ring No. 43 (Lalbag Lines) in

standing by

any trouble occurring during the examination. An armed force will be
ere. I do not consider it desirable to have any armed force visible in the

vicinity of th%hCurzon Hall. I would request you to take steps to see that one but authorised
persons, and |candidates, have access to the Hall, and to assist you in this I am posting
City constables at the gates of the Hall (that is, on the iron gates bordering on the public

road).™
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We express our profound sorrow at the tragic loss of a valuable life of a student
of this University. In our view, the recent events that have led to this catastrophe and
brought about the present deadlock, are no accidental happenings, but are the culmina-
tion of a spirit of communalism that has been growing steadily and insidiously in this
University. It found expression on previous occasions too, and has now assumed ter-
rific proportions, We should be prepared for similar outbursts of this spirit till by well
through out measures this root cause of the trouble is eradicated. But this will take
time, and meanwhile our work cannot be resumed unless elementary safeguard against
invasions of our seats of study and instruction be provided by setting up the physical
barrier of distance between these and the Halls of residence which unfortunately have
turned into breeding grounds of communal polities. We would, therefore, urge upon
you with all the emphasis and earnestness at our command, to decide upon this segre-
gation as the most vital and urgent measure in the present situation.*?
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Due to recent unrest and hooliganism on the 2nd february, 1943 1, the guardian
of Miss Suniti Sen Gupta a student of Ist Year B.A. Class of your University, beg to
bring to your notice that unless the students’ boarding is shifted from the Central build-
ing [ am not prepared to send my daughter there. Moreover, I may demand an assurance
of her safety from you prior to my sending her back to your University.*®
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The Vice-Chancellor further pointed out that, in his opinion, the teachers were
the most important part of the University, because in their hands lay the formation of
the character of students and they alone could inculcate noble and high ideals in the
students’ minds and set an example of proper conduct and behavious. According to the

Vice-Chancellor the reputation of the University depended upon the teachers more than
upon any one else and he appealed to them to go forward and do their duty in the
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present great crisis which might end in the closing of the University permanently, un-
less students and their friends realised their duties and responsibilities towards the Uni-

versity.°®
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Dr. S.N. Sen was of the opinion that the appointment of a batch of volunteers as
suggested by Mr. Rafique would not help much. In his opinion the students now a days
were quite different from what they had been before and that they were most unwilling
to submit to discipline. We suggested that every effort should be made to cultivate a
feeling of peace and amity among the students of the different communities and the
University must feel assured that the tension among the students have subsided to such
an extent that there is no possibility of a recurrence of the disturbances, before it should
reopen. The University should, in his opinion, wait for the suggestions of the Enquiry
Committee set up by the Executive Council, and then decide what actions should be
taken and when to reopen.*
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As the report of the Enquiry Committee shows that objection was taken in the
singing of Bandematarm and the display of a picture of Mangal Ghat on the 31st Janu-
ary, 1943 in the Women Students’ Function in the Curzon Hall and disturbances fol-
lowed; in order to avoid the future disturbances, the Executive Council resolve in view
of the above and other matters referred to that in all University functions or inter-hall
functions other than separate Hall functions, no object or symbol or recitation or song
or demonstration should be allowed which is calculated to wound the religious or po-

litical feelings of any community.*
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The University of Dacca has passed through many and varied difficulties dur-
ing the past twelve months, and its difficulties are by no means over. Communal differ-
ence which had been an ugly and discrebitable feature of the life of Dacca during last
two years found their way among the students of the University this year and there were
free fights between two sections of students in Curzon Hall and the Central buildings
which resulted in injuries to a number of students one of which proved fatal. The Uni-
versity has no excuse or explanation to offer for this outageous behaviour of its stu-
dents who, in their excitement, forgot all the noble principles which should differenti-

ate an educated man from an illiterate and uncultured door.*
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There was a disturbance during the installation of the Women Students’ Coun-
cil on Sunday, January 31, 1943. The singing of the Bandematarm and display of pic-
ture of Mongalghat were objected to by certain students and soon there was a free fight
between two sections of the University students. The University was kept closed on
Monday but was reopened on Thursday at the request of the students who through their
representatives assured the Provost, the Deans and the Vice-Chancellor that they (the
students) greatly regretted the incidents which took place on the previous Sunday and
further assured the authorities of the University that the Universoty could be reopened
without there being any fear of fresh incidents. On Tuesday the University classes went
on as usual till 12.30 P.M., when there was a serious disturbance, as a result of which,
some 20 students were more or less seriously injured and one of whom expired. These
disturbances seriously affected the normal activities of the University. The classes re-
mained suspended from the 3rd February to the 11th March, 1943 and the summer
vacation commenced prematurely from the 12th March and extended upon the 27th
April, 1943, but the normal activities of the University could not actually be resumed
before the 10th May, 1943.°®
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51 Suranjan Das, Communal Riots in Bengal, 1905-1947, Delhi: Oxford University
Press, 1993. :

3| Sabyasachi Bhattacharya, Vande Mataram: The Biography of a Song, New Delhi,
Penguin Books, 2003.

Wl “Even then Dacca University did not become a stronghold of the Muslim League till
the Lahore resolution was passed in 1940. It was the idea of Pakistan which brought
about a tremendous change in the attitude of young men and women getting trained
in this university.” Mahmud Husain, “Dacca University and the Pakisthan Move-
ment”, in the Partition of India: Policies and Perpectives, 1935-1947, edited by
C.H.Philips and Mary Doreen Wainwright, (London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd.
1970), P. 371. ‘
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Y| “We are very much perturbed and agitated over the orders that have been just issued
for an immediate evacuation of Jagannath Hall of its present habitat. We under-
stand that it has been suggested that the Hall would be shifted to Dacca Hall build-
ing. We would like to make it plian that we could, no on account and under no
circumstances, agree to lose our separate entity. You can, we are confident. realise
how painful it is on our part to leave this Hall with the walls and buildings of which
our memories are so intimately bound up.

But if we go at all, and now we are sure, we have to go, we must go to a place
where our separate existence shall be fully maintained, and where our collective
interests as students of Jagannath Hall shall be adequately preserved. The causes
that necessitate the maintenance of our separate existence are numerous.” Letter
from the students of Jagannath Hall to Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor. Uni-
versity of Dhaka, 24 January, 1943. Bundle No. 2, Serial No. 1942-43. Dhaka Uni-
versity Record Room.

q| “Moreover, | am afraid a handful of our Hindu boarders may not feel quite comfort
able in the midst of an overwhelming number of Muslim boarders. particularly as
many of them will not be students of this college. And in the present atmosphere of
strained relation between the two communities I do not consider it expendient to
keep them together. I, therefore, approach you with the request that you would
kindly accommodate our Hindu boarders numbering a dozen or so during the pe-
riod of this emergency in the Dacca Hall of the University, which is quite adjacent
to our hostels.” Letter from Dr. M. Ahmed, Principal, Dhaka Intermediate College
to Dr. Ramesh Chandra majumdar, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka University. 5 June 1942.
Bundle No. 2, Serial No. 1942-43, Dhaka University Record Room.

| Letter from Dr. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka University to
Dr. M. Ahmed, Principal, Dhaka Intermediate College, 6 June. 1942, Bundle No. 2.
Serial No. 1942-43, Dhaka University Record Room.
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Library and Records London, V. Tracts No. 14127 bb. 4(2) Sabyasachi Bhattacharya,

Vande Mataram: The Biography of a Song, New Delhi, Penguin Books, 2003.

s¢l O 2P, 9 TPERIRI, 589, 7 2l
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%41 Memoranda by Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, University of Dhaka, 2 Feb-
ruary, 1943, D. Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka University Record Room.
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M ¢ IR ASAORM 6 A RVFH FHOF WIM @ 993 I
O ANl e Gt RRWeies 7o =i RV GRS Sieswd #Ri68 9ol
Rl 2R @, Khandaker Moshtaqg Ahmed, S/O Kabiruddin Ahmad Khandaker,
Vill. Doshpara, P.O. Gouripur, Dr. Tippera (D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76)
RIVHR RO SR 2R B9 Stgget ARiow »ieat 3/ ARe GFiest sRofed
(3T TRFF, 5559, 7 83-89)I
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231 @ TEGEE A A GRFl 2 TRIM AR Fa @ 27 @egaid offac
R oz T Clewiel sleiefes ¢ ST @6 CiE =19 2zl siew
z33IfeE el e #fF Pl Ot 24P, 4 EE, Y5801 ATUFE DY
Ol T ARICRR N RRMieess @egRee @ede: My daughter Miss. Tripti
Sen, a student of the First year B.A. Class, has reported to me that her necklace was
snatched away from her neck during the disturbances that took place on Tuesday
last. I inform you this so that you may kindly make necessary enquiries about it and
return it to me if recovered.” Letter from Brajendra Krishna Sen Gupta to Registrar
of the Dhaka University, 4 February, 1943, D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76.
Dhaka University Record Room.

R Letter from Dr. M.N. Basu to the Registrar, Dhaka University. 3 February, 1943.
D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka University Record Room.

| “That a committee consisting of the Commissioner (Mr. A.S. Larkin). Chairman
and Convener, Mr. P.C. Ghose and Mr. Md. Ibrahim be appointed to enquire into
the incidents which had taken place on Sunday the 31st January and Tuesday the
2nd February 1943 and the general state of affairs and discipline in the University
and to make definite recommendations.” Dhaka University, Extract from the Min-
utes of the Executive Council held on 3rd February, 1943.

3 81 Resolution of the Meeting of the Muslim Students of Dhaka university. 3 February.
1943, D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka University Record Room.
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24| Letter from the Registrar, Dhaka University to District Magistrate of Dhaka. 5

February, 1943, D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No 76, Dhaka University Record Room.

bl Letter from the Additional Superintendent of Police to the Registrar. Dhaka UUni-

versity; 13 February, 1943 D-Register, Bundle -7C, Serial No. 76. Dhaka University

Record Room.

5| Memorandum submitted by 64 teachers of Dhaka University to Dr. Mahmud Hasan.

Vice-Chancellor Dhaka University, 25 February, 1943 D-Register. Bundle-7C. Secrial

No. 76, Dhaka University Record Room.

wo| Letter from Durga Mohan Sen to Dr. Mahmud Hadan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka

University, 5 February, 1943, D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76 Dhaka University
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Record Room.

51 Letter from Dr. Haridas Bhattacharyya to Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor,
Dhaka University, 1 March 1943 D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka
University Record Room.

w3 Letter from Dhirendranath Banerjee to Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka
University, 6 March, 1943, D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka Univer-
sity Record Room.

w9l Letter from Qazi Motahar Hossain, House Tutor, Fazlul Haque Muslim Hall to Dr.
Syed Moazzam Hussain, Provost, Fazlul Haque Muslim Hall, Dhaka University, 7
March, 1943. D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka University Record Room.

w8l Memorandum on the meeting of Dr. Mahmud Hassan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka
University with the teachers of Dhaka University, 11 March, 1943, D-
‘Register,Bundle-7C Serial No. 76, Dhaka University Record Room.

o¢| AR T, B ReRweeE o T2, 7 socl

wY| Memorandum on the meeting of Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka
University with the distinguished persons of Dhaka, 11 March, 1943. D-Register,
Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76 Dhaka, University Record Room.

wa| Dhaka University, Extract from the Minutes of the Executive Council held on 1*
February, 1943.

b1 "Firstly, that the Muslim Hall should be removed from the University Central Build-
ings. Secondly, that disciplinary action should be taken against those students who
have been found guilty by the Enquiry Committe. We, however, shall gladly wel-
come all attempts made to bring about understanding and good will among all sec-
tions of students.” Memorandum of the students of Jagannath Hall and Dhaka Hall
to Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka University, 12 May, 1943. D-Reg-
ister, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76 Dhaka, University Record Room.

wd!1”They also raised the question of the punishment of guilty students. I told them that
I was not prepared to discuss details with them, but that I would do my duty as Vice-
Chancellor impartially and I would not be forced into any course of action or be
prevented from taking any action by the opinion of any person or persons.” State-
ment of Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka University, 13 May, 1943. D-
Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76 Dhaka, University Record Room.

8ol “As to your answer to our second grievance, that you will set before us an example
of discipline by taking necessary steps against miscreants in the 2nd February fra-
cas after due enquiry and that you will do it quite impartially in conformity with the
laws of equity and justice, we hereby let you know that you will under all circum-
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stances get all possible help from us. We are ready to help you in the maintenance
of discipline and justice provided that you allow us, at all times, to exert our weights
of the liberty of thought and discussion.” Memorandum of the students of Dhaka
Hall and Jagannath Hall to Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka Univer-
sity, 14 May, 1943, D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka University Record
Room.

851 Tl RERMISE It T o Fhiba [{eiD, Bl 209, & T, 889, 7 2

831 Dhaka University, Extract from the Minute of the Executive Council held on 5th

June, 1943.

891 Proposal submitted by D.H. Northfield for the consideration of the Executive Coun-
cil, Dhaka University, 28 June, 1943. D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No 76, Dhaka
University Record Room.

88! Extract from the Minute of the Executive Council held on 17th June, 1943.

8e| Extract from the Minute of the Executive Council held on 2nd September, 1944.

8Y| “That the provosts be requested to meet the students and impress upon them that if
they, on invitation, choose to attend a function of a Hall of which they are not
members, they should show courtesy to their hosts in every way and co-operate in
making the function successful.” Extract from the Minute of the Executive Council
held on 25 November, 1944.

841 Letter from Professor N. Ahmed, Principal, Dhaka Intermediate College to Dr.
Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka university, 7 February, 1943. D-Register.
Bundle-9C, Serial No. 88, Dhaka University Record Room.

81 “That the foregoing scheme be approved provided that no religious ceremonies
shall be performed in the quadrangle of either of the two Hall buildings (The Dacca
Hall and the F.H.M. Hall). They may be performed in the Dining Halls or the Com-
mon Rooms of the respective Halls.” Extract from the Minutes of the Executive
Council held on 22 September, 1943.

851 “I Shall be glad to know whether there is any E.C. resolution regarding the holding
of any religious ceremony in the half-quadrangle. If so, kindly send me a copy of
the reslution with date.” Letter from Professor S.N. Bose to Registrar, Dhaka Uni-
versity, 17 January, 1944. D-Register, Bundle-9C, Serial No. 88, Dhaka University
Record Room.

¢ol “Itis necessary for me to know whether you will sanction the holding of a 2nd year
pass class in Islamic Philosophy of the single woman student with the boys of the
same class. This girl is an Honours student in Islamic Studies and is therefore read-
ing with Muslim boys in her Honours class. If you did not sanction this, as you did
not sanction the other day the holding of the joint class of Hindu boys and girls,
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then it would mean that two pass classes in Islamic Philosophy will have to be
provided as an hour when Mr. Jilani is not free and so the work will fall on Mr. A.H.
Talukdar who does not like this subject. Conversely, Mr. Jilani will have to take a
class in greek Philosophy (now taken by A.H. Talukdar), which would increase the
number of his subjects, and so he does not like this arrangements that I have been
obliged to make at present provisionally.” Letter from Professor Haridas
Bhattacharyya, Head of the Department of Philosophy to Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-
Chancellor, Dhaka University, 4 June, 1943. D-Register, Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76
Dhaka, University Record Room.
@51 Extract from the Minute of the Executive Council held no. 11 November, 1944.

@2 Vice-Chancellor’s Convocation speech, M. Hasan, 6 december, 1943, Dhaka Uni-
versity, The Convocation Speeches, compiled by Sirajul Islam Choudhury, Vol. I,
1923-1946, (University of Dhaka, Dhaka, 1988), pp. 403-404.

@9!| “The incident of this year will always remain shameful blots on the fair name of
this institution and source of sorrow and shame to every one of its members. We
can only hope that our students have fully realised the enormity of their transgres-
sion and they will do their best to re-establish the honour and prestige and the good
name of their ‘alma mater’ by their laudable conduct in future. I am happy to say
that the present feelings and relations between the students of the University are
very cordial and encourage us to believe that troubles of this kind will never again
heap shame and sorrow upon the University”. Vice-Chancellor’s Convocation
Speech,M. Hasan, 6 December, 1943. Dhaka University, the Convocation Speeches,
compiled by Sirajul Islam Choudhury, Vol. I, 1923-1946, (University of Dhaka:
Dhaka, 198), pp. 403-404.

@81 University of Dacca, Annual Report for 1942-43, pp. 1-2.

@l “I have gone through the repost as published in the newspaper and also the deci-
sion of the Executive Committee. It appears that though there is recommendation
for the removal of the Boarding attached to the University classes, the Committee
did not consider that question. I understand there is demand from the Students and
Guardians as well, for the removal of the Boarding house from the University build-
ing, in spite of that there is no sttempt for such steps. It is not desirable to open your
classes on the 10th before removing the aforesaid Boarding, as the guardians are
apprehensive of danger. I will therefore, request you to see your way if such steps in
(sic) possible.” Letter from the Secretary of the Dhaka District Hindu Mahashabha
to Dr. Mahmud Hasan, Vice-Chancellor, Dhaka University, 8 May 1943. D-
Register,Bundle-7C, Serial No. 76, Dhaka University Record Room.
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