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CHAPTER = 2

Fertility, Mortality, Rate of Growth
of Population & Mobility of Labour,

2.0 INTRODUCTICN

G-
2:0.1 The planning ofhblock economy both £or a short term as

well as for a long term requires. a corxrect knowiedge about the
characteristics of the population of the arxea. In the first place,
these characteristics might be regarded as almost constant data
for the purpose of a short period. So a short term plan has to
make use of an estimate of the population and, consequently, of
labour force availsble for participation in the expansion of
output in the area economy. Such an estimate can only be built

up if we have the data in respect of the‘characteristics which we
include in the title of this chapter.‘Secondly, the characteris— -
tics might provide us with an invaluable aid in determining the
kinds of planning for the purpose of assuming a path of develop-

ment with a constant population (Sarkar 1985),

2.1 MORTALITY

2.1.,1 The study of mortality is important not merely for estimating
the rate of growth of pcpulation. Its importance lies in theifact
that a lessening in the rate of mortality helps people directly

and indirectly to increase their efficiency in the productive

activities as well as in cultural activities, sports and such other
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activities which not merely enhance the image of the country but
aisc add to the strengthening of aims of indiQiduals‘of the society.
The lessening of mortality has alsé a catalytic effect on the
fertility. If families feel sure that children are not exposed to
heavy rate of deaths, they feel contenﬁ that they have hardly(any
need of additional births to compensate for deaths. There is a

view that an increase in the spén_ of life following a £all in

the rate of deaths may increase the savings of the community

through the increased_productivity of skilled senior citizens.

2.142 A sample of f£ive villages of the two blocks of Chanchal
has a total population of 3,227. We can see from Table 2.1.1 the

Table 2.1.1

General Deaths Rate

Village ' - Population No.dofdsaths in  Death rate
o _ the last year per 1000
samjfo . - - 724 5 6w
Saktihar - ; 738 . g o 12,19
.. Uttar Bhavanipur . . 836 , iz h .; ‘ 14;35
Sambbhunager. . . . .31 . 1 -  ,2-95 |

Balidanga. - ... 578 . -3 S - 5.19

Total Sample =~ = 3227 30 9.30
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’humber of deaths in the last year and the rate of deathsl. The

rate of Geaths. in the area is ﬁot~loWer than #he Panchayats of
Nepal which received liberal benefits through the operation of
foreign ailded integfated rural development projects (Sarka; &
Sﬁahé 1990a)., A comparison with the rate of deaths in West Bengal
as Qell as with that in the whole of India for the reference
period shows that the rate of deaths in the area is rather lower

(Government of w .B., 1989).

2 1 3 What, how»ver, is clear from Table 2.1.2 that in the recent
decade the rate of death has dec1ined. Since the rate of death
among the children born to marrved women of the age-group 30~41

is h;gher than that among those born to married women of the age

Table 26162

Rate of Deaths‘Among The Chlldren
- Born to Married Women .

HAge group of . Number of o " ‘Number of Rate of

married wonen ©  children born - . children . . Deaths
S0 fa; g died

1829 . - - s@e. - . 14 0,12

30-41 1114 o 228 10420

group 1829 it,;é_:easonable:to incline‘towardé #he pbsitibn that
in tﬁe,earliei deéadérthe;raté of death among children was still

higher. We can thus see from Table 24153 that of all the persons



who died during the last one year and at the same time did not
cross their 35th year at death, 76 percent were boys and girls

who did not cross their f£ifth year at birth. The children born

Table 2.1.3

Distribution of Last Year's Death
Among Three YoungerX Age Groups.

i

Age group ' 'Population Number of daaths P.C,

Upte 5 . . 505 13 76
5-15 895 -2 | 12
15-35 1174 2 ~ 12
Total 2574 17 100

(Note : Age here is regarded as a continuous varisble. The
' fiqures of age have not been rounded. So the group

5-15, for example, covers children who are just 5

years and a day old to those who just completed 15

years). ' A
to the married-women of'age group 30~41 died mostly in thelr age
interval. upto 5 years. So it is reasonzble to conclude on the basis
of table 2.1.,2 that the rate of mortality of children below 5 yearé
was higher a decade earlier than now. Agaiin with this trend of thei
fall in the rate of deaths it is but reasonable to suppose that _'
with-programmes,for health for all by 2000 A,D. being implemented
to cover the area economy now being étudied the rate of deaths will

£fall still furthero
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2.1.4 The death rate in our sample is found to be varying among
social clessesg and among ecoeomic grouwps. The block economy is
dominated byjﬁuslims, Qf the iotal population'74.24«pe: cent. are
muslims. One might argue that a part of the variation exhibited

by Table 2.1.4 may be accounted for by sampling fluctuation. But

Table 2.1.4

Deaths In Two Major Social Classes

Major social Population No, of deaths Death rate

class 4 in one year per 1000
Muslims ' 2396 8 N - 7.51
Non-Muslims 831 12 14,44
Totai‘-‘v‘ f"':  . -3227.1 ‘ ..  QQ! \ ._ .v. .-9,30

using the death rate as a ‘binomial varisble it is found that the
diffexence of the death rate ia significant. Obviously the muslim
families of the area are better organised to cqpe with the threat
of premature deaths. Apart from the general health services offered
by the State, the educatlon, assets and 1ncome, extensxon OLfered f
by religious and’ social organisations. :amily wisdom passed through

generaLlons are some of the factors aﬁfecting variatlon in deaths

among ramllies. Non-muslims may have iared unwell so far in at

least some of thece endewwents.
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2.1,5 We reach a curious position in Table 2.1.5 that gives a
variation in death among per capita Income Groups. We £ind the
unusual position that the rate of death varies directly with the
increase of per capité income. This rather points to the fact that
the per capita income in the case of our sample cannot be the only
difféxentiator. As we mentioned in the preceding paragraph that
the moral and economic rESOurées of the parents are the main
factors affecting the death;or surviving prospects of the children.
It might appear that the efficiency of family management is more

important than mere per capita sharé of income.

2+1«6 We may, however, re-present Table 2.1.5 with a different
grouping in Table 2.1.6. The table 2.1,6 exhibits a very plausible

trend. The rate of death £alls with the rise of per capita annual

'I‘able 2¢le5

Deaths Among Per Capita Income Groups

Pey capita Population No. of Death Rate

income {Rs) deaths per 1000
{annual) '
Upto 1000 1719 14 8.14
1000~2000 1140 10 8.77
Above 2000 368 6 16.30

Total 3227 - 30 9.30
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income ithhe family., With the enlargement of our sample we may
through a process of regrouping £ind that there is a level of
per capita'income beyond which the chances of survival of children

increase decisively.

Table 2.‘1. 6

Death Among Two Income Groups

- Per capita Population No, of o Death rate

income in. the ' deaths per 1000
family (Rs) s

(annual)

Upto 2500 2727 . 27 9.9
Above 2500 500 37 - 6.0
Total . ) 3227 30 9.3

z,i,f. To retufn to a point made in the last sentence of para

2.1e5 we finé'thét‘family“iﬁcoﬁe is a littlejbetter explanatory
than just average per capiﬁa éharéféﬁ income. Apart f£roem the
.question of management on the basis of household econony, there
.remains;also.the.guestionyoﬁ geod yariability_in,the distyribution
of. family size,_é?_we find in Tablem2.1.7Athat'the death rate

falls with the increase Qf family inccme, It stands reasonable to
'hyppthesise that withllarge? data in’all the classés_the‘différendes
| invtheAdeathfpates:among pﬁ;s_kind of groups will bevsignificant.
This means that we have to visgalise that even mere incﬁease of

family income will lead to further reduction of death rate.
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- Population No. of deaths .

Annual family Death rate
income (Rs) in last one pexr 1000
year
Upto 5,000 1497 17 11:35
" 5,000-12,500 1230 - 10 8.13
Akove 12,500 500 3 6.00
| ‘Z‘Qtéi_ » 3227 30 9,30

2.1.8 Assets alse emerge as means of mastery over premature

. deaths, Table 2.1.8 gives us the variability of death amcng -

different land-asset groups. The differences among 2-5 and above

~ 5.on the one hand and upto 2 and @bove 5 acres are significant.

- Death Among Land~Asset Groups

Table 2.1.8

Land group Population No. ¢f deaths Death rate

(acres) in the last per 1000 .
year ;

With some land :

- -but only upto - 1431 16 0 1l1.18
2,00 . . | -
2400-5.00 644 7 110,86
Above 5,00 515 2 3.88

Total 3227 . . 30 19,30




¥

33

The 1ncrease of assets like land has, therefore, cont:ibuted to
the reductlon of deaths in the owning families. Although evezybody
in the society is not exposed to the potential of an increase in
th;s kiné ownership, with the increase in égégﬁS;OPle can acguire

different kinds of assets and can reduce deaths in theirtfamllies.

. Thus we re-inforce_the,cpnclﬁsighfmadeAin:the‘previQus paragraph

that expansion of income will bfin§ down_fu;ther the rate of deaths.

24 1 9 A reference was made in para 2 1. 3 and in Table 2 1 3 to

'the deaths of persons upto the age Se We saw the heavy incidence

- of death ‘among children 1n the age group upto 5 years. We can now

see that of the deaths, and not merelv of deaths ob perSOQS upto

35 years of age, occurrlng An the samnle villages 43 '3 pex cent

occur in che age-group upto 5 years._Table 2.1420 shcws Lhat infantﬁ;

. mortality ra\.e3 for infants ‘upto 1 year is 76 per 1000. As ‘against

this we may recollect. tbat in Table 2, 1 1 the general death rate

' has been found to be only about 9 per thousand On the basis of

the evidence adduced in the preceding paragraphs zt is reasonable

'to infer that with the increase in incomes of’ these families and

with the expan31on of public health measures the deaths of 1nfants

vill be minimised. o
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Table 2.1.9

Distribution of Last Year's Deaths By Age-Grbupé

Age-group _ ‘Numbet of PsC. to total

(years) ' deaths " nos of deaths
. last year -
" Upto 5 13 ' 43.3
535 . 4 | 12,3
3560 7 . 23,3
Above 60 , 6 - 20,0
Total 30 - 99,9

2.1.10 We have seen ebove more or less concluSivély that income -
or assets are effectual means of power to tame deéths. It would
be of.interest to ask if the social classes_ér gxeups‘have‘
anything of the nature of built-in devices to cope with deaths.
Thé_areasvef the two blocks-oflChanchal‘are dominated by Muslimse
Noﬁﬁmuélims'ﬁake up the local minorities. They have compared with
the muslims little contact naturally_with a wider set of social

- beinés. We hgﬁe nqthmade anyAspecific study abéut the social
,interagtion,of the two social groups. What has been observed is
that even the habitation of the two groups are located in:different
places. ihe markets épd sh0ps>and even tea.or cating shops are the

only places of free interaction of the two social groups. Purely
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on. the social plane the ﬁon-muslims de not énjdy the‘benéfit of
a wide social contact. It is possible that this gives them
‘rélafivély lesé access to social extension or even to social
organisation. This might be the reason why, as Table 2.1.10

shows, both general death rate and infant mortality rate are

Table 2.1.10

Death-Rate By Social Classes

Socfal cias.s; Deathe-rate Infante-mortality (upto 1
S PR per 1000 . year) rate per 1000,
- Muslims | 7.5 - 59
NonnmuBILma o 14.4 ‘ ,129
Total - 78

teiaﬁively higher amdng'nonemuslims. If what we surmise is true
‘then oneCWay:but is to devise a decentralised extension service
tofdisseﬁinaté the ¢u1£ure of health, sanitation- and housechold |
methoas‘éf,treating'ailnénts; With, tﬁéxefbre; the extension of
village level organisations so as to set up one of them for svery
one thousand households and the acczvatlng of them with regulaz
éﬁéié~v1sual programmes for socia—technical extens;on includlng

'extension on personal and public health and sanitation, the rate

of deaths will decline further.
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2.1.1% Of the thirty deaths that took place during last year £rom
the date of survey twelve cases could not be ascribed to any kncwn
and diagnosed disease. Of the diagnosed diseases that acc0unted
for the xemaining eighteen deaths four were victims of,chest
diseasés,.Their ages varied from f£ifty to eighty. Only:one,of,them :
was. a patient of chronic ééthma. Three other victimé of chest
diseases died of undiagnosed chest diseases. Taking these three
deaths also among the undiagnosed causes of death, 50 peréent of
the deaths of.the last year ﬁSOk;place.as a.-resulit of diseases:
‘which were not diagnosed. Ten per cent cof the deaths were‘from“
cancer. All of them, three An: number, were diagnoged. Of the six
deaths caused by abdominal trcubles feur were due to gastro-
intestinal troubles, one~uo»ring-wormrinfectlgn'and another more
or less undiagnosed truly abdominal trouble. One aéath'has been
causéd by tetanus infection and oéne female.deéﬁh‘cauéed byssuicide
whigh-agaia is suspected to be an effort to escape»fiom-unbearable_
abdominal pain. All told.SO'perzcent 0f the vigiims“of‘déath were
givén.some.SOrt“of,treatment‘onvthe‘basis<of_a§vice :eceived at

the Chanchal Rural Hospital,

201,12 Death appeaxs ﬁe be rather unequal to the sexes in only
one respect. The rate of deaths among male 1nfants upto one vear
is higher than that of female infants- bel@f one year. Wh¢¢e 10
" per cent of the,male‘infanys upto 1.year dled@ the cor;espond;ng‘
i’figﬁréjfor females'Wé$,7;‘In;éther respects death did not ﬂ
distinguish between meh,and wpmenAdufingiﬁhe_yeéz in qustion«

‘The incidence of the suicide is found amcng the females, while
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the'sole inciaence of tetanus infectibn ccecurred among males. As
for the comparison of muslims with non-muslims it has already been
'mentloned that “the death rate 13 higher among none=muslims, Non«
muslims have been relatively less skilled to fight against aiseases.
We may combine chest and abdeminable diseases inuo one class,
because in a.great deal of undiagnosed cases pain sensed in the
region of the chest ds caused-quite often by‘troubles generated

in the abaomen. While 40 per cent of deaﬁhs among nop~maslims

are caused by tnls combin?d allment, the corr95pondlng perﬂentage_

for the muslims has been 30.-

2¢2 FERmILITY | A
2.2, 1 Fezﬁllity eahibits a human behaviour nade consciously or
unconsclouslyvthrough:basically a ratiocnal proceps. Literate or
not peOple behave as members of a secmety. ih@ reality and Pros«
pects open to members of a communaty bear as equal¢y on fertility
as on mortallty. In a socxety where tne new born children are
posed to high risk oé deaths parents will normally be motivated :
by the des;ve of renlacing deaths. This phenomenon has caused |
the demographers te formulate what io kncwﬁ "Replacement

e
.Hypothesis" (Ridl*er 1976)..

.I
Coe
{.

2 2’2 The familles whom the scarclty of incomv and assets always
weigh down are naturally motlvated to. maximlse their-income and: -

“?‘hence advantage by expanding family size. Normally poor families
" are the people round which the cholce theoretic appreach (Becker

& Lewis 1973, Birdsall 1980, CGChraneﬂ& Zachaﬁiah 1983, Lipton -

1983, Mueller 1976, Repotto 1976, Schultz 1973, 1976, 1978) of
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economists and demographers has been built. It is, thexefore,
hardly surprising that the sample dominated by the rural poor
exhibits hich fertility. The birth-rate per thousand is roughly
40, Compared to all India ﬁigures for both 1971 and 1981 the
present birth rate of the Chanchal blocks or of Chanchal Police

Station area is high by any standaék ( Registrar General of
India 1988). -

2.2.3 Seen a little more closely the rate of birth is variable
among villages, among sogial groups as well as among economic
classes. The variation among villages and social groups can be
clearly seen fronxTable’Z.z.l.VAlthough the rate of birth among

the muslims is generally highef than that among non-muslims and
although this difference may at times be significant, influences
other than the social ethos is sure to wear down the current high
rate. The question whether any social class will retain a relétively
higher fertility even in a setting of over=-all decline in birth=

rate need not concern us here.

Table 2:241 ,
Birth-Rate By Social Class & Village

Social . Birtherate per 1000 of

class Sanjlb  Saktihar Uttar  Sambhu Bali-  Total
, Bhabani- nagar danga Sanmple
pur
Muslim 52,43 41.41 40,96 41.24  27.57 41.32

Non-muslim 28.71  27.45  62.50 16,67 44.69 36.10

Total 45.58  36.59 44,26 37.04  32.87 39.98°




39

26294 Theres is liétle doubt that fertility varies inversely with
the increase of the size of the farm. But at the same time it is
equally obvious, when we took at the tables of death<rates in
the préceding section, that the rate of decline of ferﬁility is

lower than that of the rate of deaths

Table 2.202
Birth-Rate By Land CGroups

: Qpéxational : Populétioh' . No. of live . .. Birth-rate

~holding . ,' .. births during per 1000
(Acres) ‘ ' the last year o
Nil. ... ... . 637 D 33 ... .. ..51,80
"Upto 2 - - 1431 58 o 40,53
2.5 6ad @ 31,08
Above 5  B1B o 18 - 34,95
Total | 3227 129 39.98

242.5 That the fertility behaviéui is'ratﬁer:Sﬁiff in the sense
“that a decisive or pronounced f£all in it is not caused by a rather

' marginal increment in assets or income. Both Tables 2,2.3 and

- 2.2.4 show decline in'ferﬁility with increase in inconé;"Sﬁt'tha

fé:tilitysis'seen to be higher in the income group above ks, 12,500
than in the group above Rs. 5,000, This mereiy shows tﬁat‘di?érse
‘attitudes to fertility may exist in the same income or asset group.
This means the speed at which fertllity declines with expansien

of income and/or assets at this 1evel is rather 1oWe
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Table 2,2.3

‘BirthwRate By Income Groups (a)

Annuél ?épulatioﬁ No. of live births Birtherate per

family in the last year 1000

incomb (M)

Upte 5,000 1497 75 ' 50.1

Above 5,000 1703 54 31,21
Table 2.264

BirtheRate By Income Groups (B)

Annual - Popula ion No. of live births Birth-rate
family , -~ in the last year per 1000
income (%)

Upto 12,500 . 2727, . 113 41,43
Above 12,500 500 _ 16 . 32.00. - -

2+2.6 We present here in tables 2.2.5 (A) and 2.2.6 (B) the
general fertility rates, total fertility rateG, gross reproduction

7 8

rate’ and net reproductiou rate® of the Sample population, These

measures are also Bhown as they vary among income groups.



Table 2.2.5 (a)

General Fertility Rate, Total Fertility Rate,
Gross Reproduction Rate and Net Reproduction
Rate By Family Income Groups.

41

Annual Population General Total - Grossg Net
family fertility fertility reproduction reproduc-
income rate rate rate - tion
(Rs) © rate
Upto 5000 1497 199.46 6,15 3,06 2.09
Above 5000 1730 133,99 7.19 3,34 2.43
Total 3227 165.59 . 6.73 3.22 2429
Table 2+.2.6 (B) :
General Fertllity Rate, Total Fertility Rate,
Gross Reproduction Rate and Net Reproduction
Rate By Family Income Groups.
Annual ° Population General Total Gross Net
family fertility fertility reproduction reproduc-
income rate rate rate tion
{Rs) : rate
Upto 2727 169.92 6.39 3,09 2.,17
12,500 . )
Above 500 140,35 9,22 4,11 3.11
12,500 - '
Total 3227 165,59 6473 3.22 2.29
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We may add that the latter measures may not trul&'portend
the future especially if there is a decisive decline in the birth-
rate in the recent decade. In fact no quantitative measure can have
a perfect ciaim of infallibility. Even considering this aspect of
the measutes we point to the grim fact that the net reproduction
rate is too high to be subjected to correction to the level of
constancy of population. The set of policies the implementation
of which brocks no delay admits of easy execution and monitoring

. only at the level of the grass‘rootsAeconamy.

2.3 RATE OF GROWTH OF POPULATION

' 2.3.1 A picture of the rate of growth® of population is presented
here through tsbles 2.3.1, 2.3. 2, 2.3,3(2), & 2.3 4(B), What may
-be added is that since the varlation in the rate of death among

. different groups is different from that in the rate of birﬁh,,

" the rate of' growth of ponulaﬁlon“haS'a'klnd'of'varlatlon;‘among

dzrferent groups, which is qulte diffexent from the other two

e ratas.
' .L‘abl'e 2. 3 1
Rate Of Growth Of Populatian By Social
f,3_01ass &‘Village. : =

Social . Rate of growth per 1000 of |
.elass Sanjib Saktihar Uttar - Sambhu . Bzlie . . Total

. o Bhabani+ nagar . danga . Sample .

..... .pur

Muslim - 48,54 35,20 26,83 . 37,80: 22,56 - “33.80
 Nonemuslim 14:35° 3,92  46.87 . 16.67. © 39,11 21,66

Total | 38.67.  24.39° 29,90 - 34,19 27.68°  30.68
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Table 2432

Rate Of Growth Of Population By Land Groups .

Operational-  Population Rate of growth
holding (Acres) | | per 1000

w1 | Casr o asiee
Upto 2.00 .1 1431 o 29.35
2.00=5.00 o 644 = o 20,19
above 5.00. | 815 | ‘31,07

CPovay 8229 " '30.68

Table 2.3.3 (A)

Rate Of Growth Of Population By Income Classes

Anpual . Population ) ~ Rate of Growth
%a?ily income S per 1000
ks S

Upto 5000 - = - - 1497 . - 38.75
-Above 5000 S 4730, .. .23,70

- Total - . 3227 30.68
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Table 2.3.4 {(B) -

Rate Of Growth Of Population By Income Classes

Annual ' , Population Rate of Grgwth

family income (Es) o per 1000
Upto 12,503 2727 | ,31¢53,
Above 12,500 = 500 - ' 26400
Total - 3227 30,68

‘2.4 POPULATION PROJECTICN =

2.4;1 on the basis of the rate 6ﬁ.grcwth of population per annum

" we make estimates of futuréApcpulation.ét‘difﬁerent pqints of time.

This is necessaty because when we plan for the mobilisation . of.
basig resourees.like labour we musﬁ take into account addition to

~"labour force as é'result of natural incCrease. While we stress.

mobllisation of basic resources _like labour for our cvpe oz
decentrallﬂed rural planning, we. have to Dlan for the perle of

the area: Hence this estimate will be invaluable for considering

the alternatives of instruments, instltutlons and frame~work needed.

2.4,2 For our purpose we take,ths present growth rate of 3.07 per
cent per annumlas cohstaht»ESSuminO no change in fertility and
mortality. We also assume that miﬁratlon is negliglble. We use the
simple formula P M (1-+ r)n |

where . P.mLEstimatea»oopulation,

Mna Present population,

r = rate of growth of populatien
and n?;.number of years.

7
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The result is presénted‘ih table 2.4.1.

Table 2. 4.1,_,,4/

Projected POpulation Totals (1991-2005)

Year ' Estimated
population
" Sample Two blocks
villages of Chanchal

2 . " ' = "n g N .
Crude birth ;ate«ffaiﬁ percent = Aug,. 1991 3,86% 2,98,785

Crude death rate»-~—.93 n " 1996 4,500 = 3,47,552

Annual rate of__ - " @ .
groweh 7 3+97 o " 2001 5,235 4,04,279

Present '@ -
population of
the Sample
villages
{August 1985)

m 3227 | 2006 6,089 4,70,265

2.4,3  On thé basis éfAthe:age;sex distribution‘of'the»présenﬁ
populétion and assumirng, in thé:absenceAbf‘anf easy alternative,
no change in the‘pattéfﬁ of age-sex distribution we present in’
tables_2;4.2.and 2,4;3 the age-sex.distribution of projected -
population of the sample. area and the combined block arsa for

1991 and 2001, -
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Projected Sample Population
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Distribution By Age and Sex

1991

2001
Age group Male Female Total Male Female - Total
0=5 315 © 290 605 426 393 819
510 204 313 607 398 423 821
10-15 242 224 456 328 303 631
15=35 751 657 1408 1015 889 1904
3560 345 308 653 467 417 884
Above 60 75 55 130 101 75 176
Total 2022 1847 3869 2735 2800 5235

Projected Block (Chanchal I & Chanchal II combined)
Population : Distribution By Age and Sex

1991 -

2001
Age group Male TFemale Total Male Female Total
0~5 ‘ 24353 22407 46760 32951 30319 63270
5=10 22684 24165 46849 30694 32697 63391
10-15 18697 17307 36004 25297 23418 48715
. 1535 . 57958 50740 108698 78421 68656 147077
Above 60 5745 4264 10009 7774 5769 13543
Total 156103 142682 298785 211218 193661 404279
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2.5 MOBILITY OF LABOUR

2;5.1 An approximate estimate of ininw of work-seeking persons
into the area and of the outflow of persons £rom the area in

search of work is included in the chaptef for .a number of reasonss
In the first place we have the need to gather some idea of the
responsivenesg of the members of the lsbour force to whatever
opportunities come their waye. This might give us some basis to
estimate the efforts needed in terms of planning to make productivel
use of those who in their own estimate have become rather function-
less in. theﬁr own habitat. We do nok, . however, rule out that
I;through educatlon and exPansion of skills more men and women may
relish Joining the main stream of high activity outside their own
'area. A task ‘of decentralised rural plannlng would indeed be to
1et the area export progressively more and more of such persons
for competitlve work at the national level, Once cevelmeent reaches
4Such a stage that a sizesble section of elite has been created
‘within the a“ea, it would be task of medium and longer term

- planning to create or cause to create :hrough laws and institu-
tional framework capacities to more than absofb local elité in
'~pfééuétive eﬁplOyment;'ih the second place, information“abouﬁ the
inflow\is néedéd to scrutinise their role in the productive system
in the area. It also'might ke necessary to monitor the nature of
development needed in. the area f£rom. wherxe such work—seek”ng persons
arrive. Flnally, there might be SLCh reasons which . Lnduce rather
unwilling persons to move away from the locallty° The threat to
such persons o c0ntinue to work in the area may be removed only

through plannlng at the grags»rcot rural economy.
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2.5.2 Déspite what Gandhi says about the extent td which raan
should move fromihié cwnihabiﬁat, it is'a<gene:alﬁaspifation among
human beings'ﬁo be occasionally away from the drudgery of his

homes He would like to visit centres of entertainménts, éities;
holy centres and go places for holidaying. In this section we

want to report the data we cbtained in the course of investigation
in these respects. They would be of use for the planning of the
.'recféétion facilities f£or the people of the grasseroot' rural
"eéénoﬁy uﬁder-study;Aiﬁ is in the fitness of things that afdescripa

' tion of this type is included in the chepter on demographic details,

2;5,3 Immigration o .

- The five sample villages of the two bio;k$ of Qhapéhai
- haye provided living space to 38 families_éf immigran£s iﬂ the
-¢OHF3§30§vﬁh€vlaSt fifty years. The ayeragé'nuﬁbef of years
.%migrantlfamilies spent'in the area since migrationvisv1§,44; |
years. We noticed twe group migrations. Seven tribal families
migrated to Sanjib about 1960 and 7 Hindu families migraﬁed o
Sémphunagax about 1975, The migration of the remaining 24 families

took place between 1935 and 1985,

2.5,4 Of the total 38 immigrant families 21 came £rom other
viilages within the Chanchal blocks. The remaining 17 families
came from outside the Chanchal blocks, the area under study. Out

- of the 17 families'in~migrating from outside our blockieconomy,

4 famllies came from other blocks within the districts; 3 from
other districts. of the State and 10 £rom the border State,éf Bihar.

All the 7 tribal families (Santals) migrated from Bihar; They got



49

the idea of possibility of work on farms and of space for living
from merbers of their tribe and kinsmen 1iiving in a neighbouring
viilage; The establishirent of a brick field at Sambhunagar offered
work-to‘lo families of labourers. Some muslim labourers migrated
to the area on receiving gifts of land f£rom fathers~in-laws after
marriage. The network of river 1ift irrigation‘and public works
‘departmenﬁ'induced two families to stay in two of the sample -
Viliages. Some kinds of crimes pushed some labburers from outside
thé'Samplefvillages;tohthe-sample villages, Floods or epidemics
outside the sample area alse induced some farmers to seek shelter

and eventually farm in the area.

2.J.5 Out of 38 immigrants families 22 now belong to annual’

, family income group 2500-5000, while 12 11@ above this income

range and only 4 below ite. Again 36 immigrants have got good
employment je€e, more than 150 days in the last year, the remaining
2 only could not reach this level. Therefore though very little,
the.Ghanchal villages yet, oifered gainful work opportunity to

outsiders,

2;5;6 Emigratien

Our enquiries reéveal that none of the inhabitants of the
éaﬁpieivillage$ left ﬁheir village 25‘years_ago¢ Within the last
twentywﬁive yéars_only 10 persons emigrated; Cf ﬁhém eight persons
mig:ateﬁ with their families and the remaining two built Qp their
families only after migration, Of the ten migrating families only

+wo :
?? have become serwvice heolders and on® joined the legal profession.
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The latter was later elected an M.L.A. of West Bengal Assembly
from a neighbouring rural constituency. Seven of the familles

left either to work as labourers or to be engaged in petty trade.

2.5.7 During the last twenty five.years thirty persons got work
éutside our block economy. Of these eighteen persons got salaried
jobs. Of them again twelve got positions within the district, one
e verk AHve
outside the district but within the State and liVe outside the
State. The village wise break up of this kind of movement can be
seen from table 2. 5 1. Among the remaining twelve persons six got
position within the Chanchal blocks and Six outside it. They found
work either as labourers or sexrvants or petty traders. The total
of those who migrated permanently to accept salaried jobs and
those who in salaried jobs outside the blocks amount to 21, In
terms of ratio it is much less than one per hundred. Even this
did not occur twenty five years ago. The block economy undoubtedly

have had some share in the participation of the extended elite in

the district and outside,

2¢5.8 We can view from tsble 2.5.2 that 45 persons got work
outside thelir villages for short terms. Such work outside the
village which can be done without staying out of home has been
excluded from this seasonal migration. Work causing seasonal
migration covered both agriculturai and non-agricultural work,
Some muslim priests also went places to serve the special neeés

of their clients. donsidering that about 1238 workers lived in
our sample villages, the number of persons who migrated seasonally

made up nearly 3.63 percent of workers.



Table 2.5.1

Immigration, Emigration And Workiﬁg Outsidé 

S51. ©Sample village Immigration v Emigration -~ .. Maintain home in the area

Noe . Govte Others Total ' but £ull work outside
‘ superior , o - Govie - Others . Total
work : ' - S superior ' o
- ' work

1, Sanjib 7 - 3 B . N | -,
2. Saktihar - 4 . S L » L

3, Uttar . 3 3 3 & - - S S
Bhabanipur, . ' : , : .

4, Shambhunagar 11 - - - 2. 2 4

"B, 'Balidangat S - ' 1 i | 9 | 2 11

‘Total Sample 26 3 7 16 18 12 30
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Table 2.5.2

- Seasonal Migration

8y .

S1, Cateéories ' Within Outside Total
No. _ o block block

1. Nunber of persons who , .
migrated for less than : 2 8 10
3 months ‘ ‘

2o Number of persons who ’
migrated for more 12 23 ‘ 35
than 3 months _

Total ' - 18 o3 45

2.5.9 Villagers® visit to country towns

Villagers':movement to the country town is mainly business
oriented. Other than marketing and shopping they move for medical
treatmenti Majority of the students getting education above : |
?rimary level also have ﬁo move to the urban schools. The people
attend big weekly hats at Chanchal and Samsi to do all their
buying and selling (including the buying of services). The attrac-
tioﬁ of c;nema, jatrés and the like induce the villagers in no
small way to visit %he country towns. Lately establishment of
video halls in most of the local country towns like Ashapur,
Malatipur,,Makdamﬁur, has lessened the villagers' movement to the
big country towns for entertainment. Absence of regular transport
restricts the mobility of inhabitants of;some villages like

Balidanga towards the main country towns.
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245,10 The villagers® share a commén‘tenéency to meet relatives
vearly. Even among the people of thé lower incoﬁe group, at least
50% moved to their relatives once in the last year. Their relatives
mostly stay within short distance. The labourers often move to |
meet such rélatives on feetes The muslins, specially in the upper
income group stay in each village surrounded by their relatives,
However, fathers move to meet daughters who have mligrated outside
after marriage. Young husband moves with his wife to;the house ef
father—inrlawghEeople‘also,meet cher‘relatives in times of major

- socdal and religious functicns. In any casé ﬁoﬁementlouféiée the

- district or State is very limited even among the péoPle of tﬁe

upper income groupe.

2.5.11 While there is no question of pilgrimage among the poor
béb?ie, t is also very limited even among thosé of the highest
income sﬁfétum. For muslims attaining Haj at Macca in Soudi Arabia
is"éonsidéredwas_the‘most-saéred pilgrimage, the expenses of which
is very high, Those who perform Haj are called Haji. Our five
jviliéées witnessed onlyifourfggigg-in the present generation.

' Comﬁafatively thére has been greater mebility of peo?ie for pcli-
tical activities;'Ihdluding_the'members of Panchayat, members of
Zilla Parishad, former or p&eSént'memberAof‘Legislative Assembly,
there are 20 people in our total sample who ﬁove to different
places for political works. Of the other people, one often heérs
that the students and the labourers move very occasicnally to the

district town or the state capital at.politicai conferences or
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meetings to travel to a town Qﬁlﬁetrqpplitan city at party coste.
2 5,12 Persons leaving the villages (for social, ethnlc or
some speclal reason). » |
The households of the sample villaées in‘genéral éo nét
havé'ényvplénsvtblieaﬁe ;héir hbmesteads‘fbf other'éréas;‘Theié
is,hardiy any ethnic or grotp conflict in these villages. In one
of the viliaéés viz, Saktihar the embankment on the bank of the
Méhananda_built,yeéré_agoﬂby“the irrigation deéartmént;to save
- land and people from}flpqu_hastleft gbout one hundred families
outwgf the beﬁefit of this.séfetyvfrcm“floodsé These reople are
naturally prone to be on the lookout ier-oppqrtunities o have
. a hgmestéad Qutside thgir present settlement., This kind of - -
4iﬁsecu;itﬁ_tha§_‘acts toAdggtabilise.their stay. in the village
~can be well removed throﬁgh autonomous giass¥rbot rural planning

of the type we recommend in the concluding chapter.



