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il PRESERD $TULY

mfter C}elimj‘,k ating ‘t:he rsjor cheorxeticsl concerna in
tha f£leld of urban Est,uud.es g 2 attentlion may now be directed
to the prasent studve Most of the Thizd tfiorld.urbmizatiau
studies, in the past, had keen focussed on the mectropoliitan
centres. It 4is only mcent.ly‘ that attention has buen given

o b )
to the astucly of small and intormediate cities . In earliier

studles, urban primscy ?’iﬂr ! been very mich reflected:

. tieglact of other urban G—“—th‘é‘ﬁ and intra.urbhan st-rategies. 'r‘w

. eorzection of thie inbalonce gould be had i1f only a vhele serias
of measures is adopted in e well-coordinated manner, creating

a network of linkages betveen different urban centres, pricate

1 HeDe Hammier and Pede Suan {eds. )y Eguity with Growth?
Planning Perspogtives for Small Touns in Developing
W, Ban:zkm, 15045 QePs Mathur (ede )y & &

; DI Bagoya (Japsnlt, 1983z z«’ranam:aujm

Ray, “Uzi*«misai: ion in c..amxaial wit:mat:!.an. SQLRNGOTE wiee 7

Gtudy in mothod™ in Txends gade Shange in Igagg

1871=1361, ade Chaudhurl, ch‘w, n&um institute of Advanced

Study, Slmla, 1969, pDpe 250=2747 Chivtspriya Mukhopadhyay, |

"Crowih Yattern of a Rural Town ila:zlmweal}. H Case Study”

in Ihidey; PPe 222-233%7 HeGe iHanumeppa, U o

ia Zadla, ~ohdsh Yublishing House, Ekm mmi, 15817 etc.




and other, and the rural hinterland. It is, preclsely, with
this ebjm;: in view that the praesent study has buen pla;ﬁxad
and tried to ba executeds

This is m explovatory study in a regilon, vhers urbanlza-
ticn is gaining momntum in z‘éeam: decades onlys The study hali
beon undertahen with the expectations that it ndght be possible
o understend the dynemic aspects of suvms of the paramstars af
urbm ization :?.h this set upe | ‘

The study is confined to t-.he spatial area mnvant&.onally
h.nmm as 'Horth Bengel'’. This 1a the northem pert of the state
of West Bengel in eastern Indla. The study explores socciasl,
econmaic and aama;raphic aspacts of urbanization, This has becn
done by looking inte thoe past and the. pr:e%m. ajtuation w.th
| the haip of documented evidences snd intexviswing some keye
informants, For gertaln aspoiba, such as parcicipation in uxban;
a.seaoczmtiems or face to face intaracelon of t:m’zm:mn, the
mveammr m’lieﬂ upEon. ﬁi*’st-sh:md cdoservations ali . ks such, :
recrospection £o;'tm an mgaant:f.a]". component of t;h@ research.

‘ ﬁlﬁhwqh, the tims-span of the study is stated to be
ehe pmﬁstn"mdepsnﬂénc& periocd, yet,y in order to reconstiuct the
‘£loor of the Stu&y = che atate of nffalrs in 1947 —- the !
| researchar has m,hmz gona bacl cugh Deyornd chat tims whiils ‘
tracing the hiscory of urbag devalosmenc ib the zzoss For the
puzpene of this study urban nigation in Noxth mmgal hes been

presented inte thiee wmaml CALGJOTILOR o rsma«ixltish, B::itiuh
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énci post=Indepandonce perlodss. In the ore-British period
urbanisstion, so to speal, 8 net really heralde’ ', the region,
aithough there are instonces of primordisl urban centres, of
wz{.wh Maldm is the only existing toun of todey. The British
1aid the foundetion of urbanigation by cresting new urban
centres and bringing im drastic changes in the egcacy of the
zeglion. Thé chenges were brought about by establishing adminis- |
tz‘a&;iw haadquarters, sanatorium é:owtfm. factories for collect.
ing and processing t&ﬂ'mt@riala such as cotton and silk, and
intméming plantation econsmy =d lmproved rosds snd bridges,
¥n this set up, in the pest.British or post-independence
peried, several new towns eserged and some of the oldex towns
showed cmgi@am}mlg greaths lange scale pooulation novements
a;z-.a c&sénge-ca inportence of coovunicational routes csl b ssen
o8 the two major fotors eﬁ such a grovthse These are not the
only factors of uchan grovth, but, change in political, ‘qzconomc{
and social relations have %ogether contributed towsrds utban:l«.-;
zation in Nowth Bengysl. In this study, in ovder to look inte
the dynamism of the process of urbanizotion, sowe sspects of

these factors have been examined.

DShiecttves of the Study

The objective of this reseagch, thi. | . is to study

the trend of usbanization in idorth Dengal wicth special reference -
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to the dynsnic mnifexst.aé;mm of some of the parameters of
é;hs process. The problems. and prospects of the urban Horeh
Rengal have also haen conoidered in this contexte o
Fg the objective 1s steted above ia rather gensral
termsy the broakedoun of 4t is spelt out in more spesific
terms a8 followss~ |
1. Iin order to study the styend of urbgmizm.mn in &a::t;h
Borgal the tsoks Were - |
a) to compare and contrast the retie of urban population
to totsl populeticn in the £ive districes of Horth

Bengal in the context of Wear Bengal,

b) to sstufdg the growth of i&u@ imiividuaal towne of Noreh
Bongal and olassify those by sige and function,

@) to lock into the nature and extent of migravion, as

Far an possibls.

2. To understand the dynamic aspects of ummiﬁaﬁi@ the
£ aKES VETE o | | | \
al Lo écg:ea the Jdejgree of ralationship betvean migration

and social Change by studying the plecea of origin
wf the urban nigrarim‘ss significant increasse in the ‘
nunber of wlgrants £rom any particular place of orﬁg.im
new ux:haan fozms, such aaa asspciations, cooparatives,

ilbrariesa, crasting new situations of interaction,
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b} to icentify the urbsn occupations providing opporstuni-

ties of soclal and economic mobllity to the urbenltes,

¢) to study scorme aspects of socisl disorganisation, such
as, chonge in family and kinship relstions, vices ad

in@ﬂo

.3. To consider the prospect of the uxbsn Horth Bengal the
following tasks were £elt NeCessSALY - '
LY 'tea study the extaent of urbanizaticn = uhether by
development of rural centzes into nevw towns or due to
devalopment of urxbsn ocutgrovths mﬁd urban agglomeracion

in the vicinity of iiportant uxbati centres,

b) to collect informstion of the status of urban
amenicies,

c) Lo tae a lock into the planners® view points regsxding
the future of the j.mzﬁo:":tnam; towns of the region - What

im propesed, what is bedng done and suggestions, 1£ sy,

Mot hoedology

For dats collection of this dischronic study the

researcher has depended lsrgely upon the secondary acurceés. i'or

demoyranhic aspects census dpta 18 the mainstgy of this study.



0la dcmumants, such as the diﬁ;t:rici: gaﬁartoors am:\ trwnlo:us:s
have prmviaed gore otley J.nfm:mat.;i.an. ’E*lwre ara alsa a ﬂw
current works on Naz&h Eaengal, bot.h pubmahad md um,;ubushod,
which ‘_have proved to be vary usaeful. Those haw ‘baen aus:plc-
manted, whexevar gjesaibla, by f&.mt-hmd inf:ematim obtained
£xom the oider inhsbitants of some of the taﬁma.

Census dsta has algo thrown some light on the economic
and ocoupatlonal situat lon. These have been studied, moreover,

by esalecting siwn !;aumﬁ

of varying aizes and collecting informa-
tion from Jiffercnt sources therae. Thase éaumas cotprisad of
both the offlcisl and noneofficial >perso:§@ and documantg., Of
thege touns, 5iliguri and Balurghat, the tvo Claso I urban
centres, have been studied uith special carc. These two clties,
being the largests in the region and having reglstexed very

rapid population growth, were enxpocted to throw some light on

2 The six vtouns selectad RT® e

i) Siliquxl, 8 Cieass I urban place with 1,54,378 population
{1981}, which i3 dominsting the egonomic and comminica-
ticnal sceng in North Bengale It i8 alac nore cosmopolie
tan ¢han the other tawns of Horth Bongal.

14) Balummhat, the other Class I urbas centre with a
population of 1,04,646 (1981), 13 less hetorojencus
than 5118gurd and relatively more -isclated.

114) Jalpaiguri, a Class IX gown with 61,743 populacion (1881},

which is loosing its cconodnde and Cat&"mmic.atianal
importancee But it has a Bengalld middle-claes cultural
heritage.
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the underleing faoctoxs of wban growths In thess tuwo plsces

the resaaroher hag tried to understand the urban drnasdsm by
looking into some aspects of urban occupstions, assoclations
264 social dlsorgsnizstlcon. This heas been achieved to soms
extont ﬁhrmugh interviews and chacrvatlonsz. Tnh&*viawtniﬁkey-
persons in commence and industries; and snall traders as well,
hag been undertakens Similarly interviews with some unski led
workers and trade nmion’ lead@x‘wséé.alsm dore o searnch the
changing pottormn of urban nooupsat lons. Some officiel atatistics
vers obtalned fxom the Bureeu of Mpplled Dconomics =nd Statise
vics, Slstxiet «ﬁéﬂ&tﬁi@ﬁ centre, North Bengal Chatber of
Comnerce, Mfunicipal LEflcen, st History of Formation of the
urban asgocistions, thedr activities and osture of participstion
have been colleaotsed through dnterviewing the dembers, and on a
faw ocoasions, 1t hos been posasible to cbhoerve the finotlioning
of the ssscolations. Some litersture handsd out by the aﬂsﬁclamj

tieng and little negazines were also found useful.

ivi Balganl, 2 Clasg 1T toun with a population of 60,343
{(1z41}, whigh 1s well comected by roads sud rali, and
ia~grmwxng ropidly.

vl Sangapmmpur, a Class 11X vouwn with 22,767 populstion
(1987) witlenh is wall Qoﬂﬁﬂﬁtﬁd by roads. .

vi) Hainaguei, a Class IV town with 19,568 population
(19810, whilch too iz well conncoted by roadse
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To study soclal disorganizstion is rather difficult.
E.'Gﬁﬁing for Alesupcion in £anllisl zelstions has been dote in
an indireot mma: t;mfe:mgh :izatcatvieuaa. The infomsetlon about .
vices and crides have been cbtalned L£rom two paraliel ZOULCES
rhe pollce and the local pecpies In some cases, such a8 incde |
dencaes of crine or housing probless lliwa slumﬁ_, offictal
skovistics have been made avallable Lo L.

That *urbanism® 12 not &@mnﬁem only upen the size of
thea uﬁmn centya is made arply clear by t::he., difforencen in
the nature of sonial internotions &l egonomic velations
&:é@m@é 1 the tuo cledes -~ S414gurd _a_eic% iaasmmhét. Thia
could he c‘éiscm:m-ﬁ.d only through firstehmd cbhgervations sade
dur:w the fiulci teipa theres x ' '

The ‘arwlati@% and ﬂ’m ::lata gollection part of the ‘
' pesespch :staxteci in che fixst imlz. of 1933. The field trips
Ware taken,ol and on, t’iurin;; thae years 1983 to L987. Sven -
'dumz w1908, ehore f.wld»v:iaiﬁa Lecano meﬁmmw to £431 in

mm data Japde

Relevance of the Study

- Thia is a descrip ivw study covering the whale of |
North Bemial 4n 2 brood ewesps Tt im sa indtial suzvey of the '
urban situation in Horth Dengal with some agount of historicsl
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perspective, to be followsd up at a latar date by mors inedepth
studies of the towns of Horth Ban@ala «t prasent it is ﬁnfin@@
to callatiﬂg information frcmxexiating daaumaﬂts nnd eﬁfi@ial
souxces with some amount of e;rphaais <R ;ar.!_.smzy @ata c:al;wtzed'
frois the selected tounds ‘ |

Uxban and industrial d&vaiapﬁant 15'39;55 &gngai_ié not
an altogether naeglected area aé atudys. “ome tentative ateps
hewe been taken by several aearchers of differant ﬁiaaiplinés
to analyse the state of affalrs in this region. However, the
incerssts dlffer and the foous varien.

?hua,'mmmm‘gecgta@hars, @cmnamia;& and urban pPlanners
have alxesdy studic& somg asgentse of urbanigzation in the reglon.
The-éﬁu&ieu undart aken by the geograrhers is concermed sbout
the sect lement pattarn, hiersreihy of the ssitiescn:s and the
land-use patterns The econgmists haw looked into some changingl
écmnumia activities pud ef fﬁ@“ﬂ therecfe The pleners, who are
pare of the governmental planning sschinery, have boen concerned
about identifring the existing probleing .. Gainly physicsli,
anﬁ future nweds and providing soos blue-printe for shorteterm
and longetarm devalopnents in scms of the bigger touns and
surresnding mrams in ehe regicte A list of theze studies are
gidven in  the ppendix ‘el

'L‘}xé Zonus of t’ha Lprasent study 1s m:am. I saciologicsl
than demyirathie or coononic oz phwsiaal, The vhrsical

domograrhico ‘and econemde aspents of urbanisation provide the
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base, on which the reseavrcher has tried to bulld up the changiw‘
zonial relastions and cbhex manifestations of uzban dynanism.

Dy fulfilling the cbjectives,  this study - mey have £illed

up acm'esﬁ the gans in the comprehensive knmlekje of urban;l- |
zation in North Bengel on the cne hand and addad to the body

0f 6:1-;3::5.:7:;; urban researches in Indis on the other, and whlle

so doimgy some insight in the process of urbanizavion may hawe
smerged to enable us to formulate some hypotheses. This iz the
relevance of this atﬁf&y,‘ although this endeavour has besn taken

up With quite 8 humble expentation.

Limdtations

Probaply no study can fulx’.’il' all the requircements that
are emp;cmtmi of ite Thia study, tco, has many limitstions. The
canvagss of the study is rather wast for a singie researcher,
and as such, thege remsin many :iaéunaa.

Lack of man-pover and resources were the two main
hurdles faced to mdke the study a comprehensive onze It has
not baen posaible to study urban dynaalesnm extensively. It ia
confined to @ comparisen of thé two towuns of Siliguri and
Balurghat mainly. |

The resoorcher hias ‘,;axgaly dependaed upsﬁ ssoondazy
dete, but comparsble secondawy data about the towns 1s nok

availablis. Cengus data even is not alvays compars>ls from one



census vear to mothel. For exawsle,non-availsbility of rural/
urban migracion data ;izi 1551 and any migretion data in 151
. ' | on the Tesearshsr :

hag Dut gerious conatraines Aiﬁ snalysing adgration in relation
to urbanizations ~lso, due to dependence on birth-place date,
£inacisT in che analysile 1s lost,

Finally, the study is thworetically constrainad. Other
than .aaaert:ing. {2} the inaz.ﬂx}limm.lity of gome theorion e
eede Mmelting-pot theoxy ox the ‘culture of poverty theozy and
(b} applicebilivy of &m Hepothases such as Bojue's hypotheses
about migration, it has bheen possible onlv to siggest a modeld
for aaazataw;ora of the urban ngiar&a end a comprehensive yet
snélyt&cal definition of urbaization. It should also be cone
fanmed that the stress hes bﬁén given to study the changes in
Jc:ule.ural ic’zmslfx;w and scgisl yalastions more than to the study

of econonic aspucks .

3 Thie confesasion is relevant to the remerk of tiamiel
Castells, “whoovor wishes to study a city {(or secies of
citdes) must also study cadital, production, distribaution,
politics, ideology, etc." (Ihe Urban Cucstion, Londong
1977y« He considers “collective consurption” and “"organizse

vion of the collective meana of zeproduction of lshour
power” as central to ihe urban problemaptic.
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CStructiure of the Study

After outlining the objocetives and the majo: thacretical.
concems and linitations of the zeseosrch it may be ussful to

mention the contents of each of the chapters and how these have
been organized in this dissereation. |
The study has been oxganized into elight chapters.
Chapter I, introduotion, stares with a study of
urbanization in historical perspectives and enters into &
theoratical discussion with emphasis on urbanization in the -
ﬂewioping countries. Diffcerant approsches to the study of
urbsnizat lon and the urban studies in Indla have also boen

ment ioned in this chapter.

_ Chapter I, The Presemt Studvy scqusines the reasder
with the atudy.

- Chapterx 13il, Nortn Dengal 3 The 2wos of Invest i ation,

describes the petting and the history 0£ uzban development in
Horth bBengale The urbanization in the #egicm hae een presentad
under three uesp&ml categorins - pre-tiritish, Sritish and -
post—-l“ﬁdepgndenae periods.

L Chapter TV, Uorkh Benigal $ Develooment of Urbanization

- Singe 1947, examinos the urbanization in Vorth Bengal in the
context of Viest Lengal and India. The focus {]z’adually DAL LIS

down upon the five districts and then on the inﬁiividual toena
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of North Bengals Claszéiﬁica&iua of thope towns by size and
functions have also been taken up in s:.hia Chapiets '
Lad Yebantzat lon, deals with the

cauzal aspuots of migretion and nature of migration £rom

Chaptier ¥, Higzet;

various places of origin to ﬂéﬁrth Bengale The migrants have
beon getegorized Into tWo groups - intexnsl and incernhationel
miyrants. The aln of this chepter is to relate the types of
population movement with usbanizstion of North Bengale in the
light of this 4 mumim, sooe emexging focal points of urbsnie
zstion have been identified.

Chaptexr VI, rananle: fz of U:’aauium:im. ,&;smmaa BONG

aspentd of the seclal processes and social interactionsin

the touns of Horth Bongal. The vﬁiﬁauazsiﬂn is gonéined ko the
focal points of uzbanizpation in Hoxth &?emga},‘ The thiust of
thae ébxamaxr is on the changing aspects of uxiban ocoupations,
asgeclations and soclal dizorggiizastlion in ozder to understand
‘t:mz aimtraam'ha_;;a};enim that the draamisgn of uthanl-aviag i1s.

Chspter VII, Pn Pnalvols of Urbsn Growth 3 Silfqued and

Balupthet - Coge Studies, doseribes the growth of tha two
citles from amall villages. Beoth the citles heve grown rapidly

dus to immigration. Attensts have been made to =nalyse the

fancors of growch and the natuzre of adaptation of the algrante.

Soclal and economdg life in the towns bhave besn exanined and
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sons intaexesting differences in the pattern of adsptation in
the ¢wo towns have bean founds This analysis, moreover, points
towards a surer-urban future for 51liguri. |

Chapter VIID, Sumy U, attemis to sunmsrize the

major £indings of the xessarch and to offer socme congluslons
regapding the trend of urbanizatlon in Norgh Dengal. Of the
varicus aspects trested, speclsl notes have been tasen of urban
drnanisin smd how this m notk iiem confined to the urban centres
only. ' | ,

" rppendices ;:xmvidéf fm:t:m:’ Anformation about the area
of study and pome other detalls.



