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t'>ftor deliO!, ... mtirt,:J the rnejor t.t'\ecu:etioal eottorns .in 

the field of urban· studies>-: :~/;::·'·attention may na~ be di:reuted 
' 

to the present stu~f• t'bst o.f the "I'hi:r:d Horld .uroani:aat.ion 

stucli~~;, in the past, had been .foouaeed on the cASt.t'opolit.etl 

centres. Xt. !a only reuently th~ attention has been g.ivsn 
. 1 

to the 2!tUd.f of small ~nd into:t:tned1attt Oit.108 • !n eBrlier 
·• . ~·.: ~-

:Jtud.:l.es, urban primacy h~Jn been very nuch z:eflected~~~·r:sthe 

rtegleet of othe:r: u~an centres ana intra-urban strAtegies. The 

ec:n:·n.~tion .of t.h.ie .irtlba,l9nce could be ha~ if onl.y a whole a•stiaa. 

of aeanure$ is tt~C!PtG4 in a well-coordin~ed l"isanner, · creat.in;; 

a networl·~ of linkeges between <iifferent Ln:ben ei;ntrea, pri(ret..e 
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atld other,· and the rur:al hinteJ:"land. It is,. pwc:1sely1 with 

this obje::t. in vielf that. t.rltl present study' htts buun planned 

and tried to be executed~ 

This ts an e:xplorat,.)ry stu~ in e re;: ,ton, Hhe re uz:ban1~e­

tion .is gaining r'brtantum .in recent deaedas ooly-. The atudy hea : 

been un(:~rtttl:en with tha e~pectl.'lt:.ionB that 1~ cn:tght be poasibl.G 

t.o understand the dyn•c as,peeta of so~ of the paJ:"at•ters of · 

urbSlization in tlds set up. 

The st:udy is confitlfJ~ to the Sl)ilt.i!'tl area convant.tonally: 

knoon as • Z1orth .aengel. •. This ia t.he northgJ:n pe~rt of t.he at. ate: 

of Nest Bengal· in eaatarn :tnd1& 'f.htt study exploree ac.a1al.1 

economic and demo;Jra(.'Jhic espaota of urb~.tzstion. Thia hp bl:ten: 

dooo by looJ.:in:;; into th~ past and thit. preoont #!titu"tion 'td.th 

th• halp of dccu~nted ev!~nces Ktd :tn.terviewina eome key­

infor~nts. ·E'or cert~!n ta~octa, Buch as part.icipet.ton 1n u:'ben, 

a:."Jsoo.1.lltione er fl!oe tQ face intaract:ton of tCMMffWnt the 

re~earchf~u: relied liP92"1. fi~st-nand .ct>sorvation3 al'·~~( • .i\m ouch., 

mtrospcct101l forrnn an &:~saent.iel com;ponent. of th~ ~ssamh. 

· .,">lt'hough, tho t.ir.B-sps..'l of the study iz at_ated to be 

tho post .. !nder.)Gndunce period, yet, in order to ::econstruot the 

·floor of the study -too s.tete of mf:fe:trz in l~4'1 -the 

· . re:aen~char haJJ o£-tcn· go~ b~::. much .i;Nyond tll&t tillU whJ,l,a 

tr~e:in;J the him:ol.Y of u:rbail. davulo?t'Mr&t. in. the a~;~•· For t.he 

r;:u:r;;onu of this ~t:udy urbaniz~tion .in North UenQal hes bosu 
' 

· presooted intr.> ·tlll:ee ·tef~)oral. eat~&:Joriaa - p.te ... Bzoitish• fh:it.ia~ 



end po3t-!ndapandonce periods .. 1n the pre~ritish per.t.od 

t.n:tuaniz!lt.;t()n, 60 tO :':ilJeal~t . __ __._1.'!_.- IlQt x;eally OOrald.e::~- ~.,- t.hfil ~.ton, 

oltr"&ough then-l are inBt.ancea of pri:nordial urban 00~r:es, of 

wll.ich I_,ald{! i,s thiJ ooly e:1i$.:ing towr1 o£ todey. The 1'1"1tiah 

laid the foundation of urbani~ation by creatin:J .new t.u:ban 

centres and bringing in drastic chancjea in the economy of the 

tr:at.ivo haadqunrt.ers, oanator.ium tm~~, factories for collect­

ina and pra:e!!!e1n.:J r8!.i ~.,t.erl~lB such as cotton and sllk, and 

introducing plti.mtatlon aoonoify' md. i~'row<l ro~d3 Sld brS.&;;ee. 

xn thi!l s&t up, in the p.oot-Oritish or vost-lnd(rtpendmoe 

peri~l, eeve~:al new t&~ns erm:.t.'"ged and t!OrM of tho older t.O'frui 

orA .::hnncrcd irq;;ort,2'lflCO of Ct"l:~r~.m.icational. routea cao bo sean 

cs the t-wo· major: fcc tors oii such a growth. These are nQt the 

only- factors Of uro~Jn g.routh, butf change !n t~olit.ical,. ~concmio: 

and social relations have t.o--aotheJ: contlt' .. tt.>uc~d t;.ow~z;da urban!-

:ation in l~ol.·th .uurrJel• In this study• in order' t.o lOQk. into 

the dynl!!lmtarn of the process of uxbl!lli~otion• ~mroo aepecta of 

thtilee f$Ctcrs have bean e:c~mined. 

The oojeotiw of this reaee:ch, trar:-:· --~ .. -_ --~-' a to study 

the trend of u:cbaniz·ation .in North Otm.gel with ll$pecJ.al reference 



tc the dyntl«lic msnifestat,;tans of $oms of the paramet.el:'s oi 

the proeGti$h The proola~ns .. and prospects o.f. the urban ,flortil. 

't I ! 

F•s the oojrAJti .. ie !e stet~d above ii'l rather general 

terrw• the breatt-dcti!l of it i.s .epelt out in more Sl/®3!.fic 

terms ati fr:>ll~,.,a:-

1. ln order to ~;;tudy t~ t~nd oR urbaui~ae:t.on .in l!loRn 

Uer.;J al the tssl';s 'i.<lelt'e -

a> to co:f~Paz:e and ocnt:rast tho ratio oJ; ul:ban populet.toa 

to totl'Ji r>opulat.icu~ in the five distr.tc::t4!i of N'octn 

Bengal in tho conte:nt. of lf'teat. BentJal• 

b) to ttttuay the qro\-lth of the 1ruliv:ldual towns of North 

Bengal and cktssi~ those by' adue and function, 

' ' 

2o 'l~o . underat~nd the d.yn~t'l"iic aspects of t.u:b.aniz at..ien tlw 

t {l!sl;,s \-Jere _... 

a) to see t.l1e t'k~crrce Q.i rula.tion.sh.ip bet.\rean migi:ation 

ond aoc.1al chmge -by atW}ying tha plmcaa of origid. 

o£ t!le ur:ban migr:ent&u sign!.fiQent J.ncr::case in the 

tiutrbor of [i\t,"J rant a from mny particulaa: pl~ of origin, 
' 

OOH urban .forma, such sa ~moc.:f.ationa, OOO',t;)$J:'atives, 

librar.t.ss1 orttatill"J' ne-d 81tuations Of ~teraot.ton, 



b) to icienti!Y t.h• umen, occupat.!ona providing Ot'Poxtun.i­

tiee of oocl..al ~"\d eaonom:ta mobility t:o the uJ:btn.1tee1 

c) to studr! oona aspects of soc1.el d.iso~animatJ.on, such 

as, chMtJa in family ana kinl!hip rel&tions, vices and 

crirqes. 

3. T~ cooa!der the pmapeet .. of the ux-ben North Benqal tha 

follOW111(J teaks were felt necas~un.:y ,_ 

a) to atu~ tha el¢.ent of urbeni~ation - tifhother by 

(Jeveloprnent of .rural c-entres into MW tOt-ma or due to 

dewlop:rent of uxbm-1 ootgra14ths end umon agglQnw:rat.!cn 

ir1 ·the vicinity of irl\;lort.ant urbatl cent rem, 

b) to col loot inform&t .'i.on of:. the at:. atus of urban 

ofi'tinitieo• 

c) to t~o ~ look into the plan:.AGrs• VifiH pointe reg-arding 

the £ut:ure of the l:.T(;:Qrtaat town:~ of th'-" region -what. 

.i, proposed, what is be!t'liJ ~one and suggestions, if my. 

li'or date oollec~ion of thif' diaohronie study the 

researx,her. hee depcnood ls::gely upon t.he 5f!cc.::ndaxy sou~:aQ£1. i'o:: 

{1e~rai'h!c ~apoete ~sus dete 1·s the ma.instey of t.his study. 



Old aooutMnts., suoh aa the district g~etteera and tr:awlo;JuGus 

have provided aooo other infOI:'ll\at.ion,. 'l .. l1ere ere also a ftJW 
.; J 

current. wori~s on Noz:th aeng$1 1 both published &nd unp~lLsll•d• 

Which MVO proWd t.O t::lQ Vfl'£y useful. "l'tlGJS8 ha'f• beQil ttuppl•­

mented, 't4her&v$r possible, by first-hand irU~o:cm~tion obtained 

fro.'l\ the older inh~it~nte of llOrtle of th~ town.~. 

Ceneus c!eta has eleo t.hrown m~ light on the eoenomie 

and occupational Bitu.at!on. The:se have been at.udied• moreover, 

by> selecting aix towna2 of vaJ.¥!ng si"&e«S and co.lleotind J.nforma­

tion from different sour.ctuJ there. Those 13oux:cee co~r1seC1 o.f 

bnth the oft.:toie.l ~nd ncn-off~.tal persons and documents .. '}f 

centres, h~ve been studied H.ith Bpoo.ial earo. '!'heea tHfJ Qit1ea, 

beio;; the largestts in the regiQn f:nd hav.:tng regi$tarod ~z.y 

r~pid populntlcn grOt-~th, \-aere. e::~r::~t"et.oo to throw some litJht oo 

1) fli\la.~ e Class :t urban place ~;i.th l,S4,37S pQ!:)Ulation 
( 1981), (4hich ia domin.atin..J the ocat':lomia and comi'loln.ica­
t.ior:.al seem in North BenrJ2Jl• :tt ia elmo I'QQX'Q cCH5tq:•oli­
tan then the other tet.ft'ls of North ~OlJ.;~al. 

·1.1} B.,lJiU:.\1~ the other Clas;,.;. I urb.-;. centre, with a 
pot,-ru~atinn ~f 1.1 049 646 (1901:1, is les:; hQt:ot:o;J8ltOUs 
than S.i 11gu~:1 end relat:.i vely more -!ooleted. 

I 

11J. I Ja1J?s!sf~r_!, a Cl..:tss Il town \fi t.h 61,743 population '1~01), 

which is loos:trg its econom.:ic ana com:&au.-·licational 
i~Tt)ortBte6t• aut it has a Ocncreli middle-olaaa cultural 
heritl!(JB• 



tho unde~lying :e~tom of urban groothw ln these t~ places 

the 2'!'lU1fta:tt:her hMJ tried to u11dar.at.end the urbNl · <lYnarrdsu·. by 

look!~ into acme aspeat3 of urh~ co~lPation~, P~sociationa 

~nd l!looial disorgan:f.~Rt.:ton.. Th1B has ooen ac111uved to :some 
. 0~ 

extent through interviet<~e and obssrvat:lona. Intervie"iing,.. ".er-
persona in C()~l:\.,et Md i.nduatr1ea• t!nd. amall, treoor.a s:3 w011, 

has been under:t.&l~en. :J,i.m1larly interviews with oome unak!Ued 

urban· asf.mc.tat;i.ona, their: !tOt!vit.itil~ ·and il~ture Qf p<u .. ~io.lpst.ion 

haw boon coll.C;;'Ctsd through .interviewing the :natlbora, and on a 

faw occasion~, it h~tJ been possible to oooerw. the fmetion.ino 

of the ~li~oc:f.at.ions .. iJo~ l!.~e·rat.u~ handed out ~J' the Of$SOC1a... . 

t!one 8nd little rnaga'4dnets ~iClt:e ;?;tlso found U2$eful. 

b . • ......... 41 

iv) a.~:kanl, <! Clase.: !:t tcY<,'lfn '<,z:tth ~ population of 601 343 
( 1~ 1)., -t'llhic:1 ;L.s ".-.'flJll con.l'lootcd by' ro~ds 0nd rail, and 
:is g r:Ol•J.in:,t r~pid ly • 

vi 2.,~11 a Clnaa r:a·town 'td.th 22,757 populet:..icn 
'(l9ali, wh.ieh is ~11 col'l:-"l(...~ted by' roads .. 

vii ~q~~ a Cl~~a lV town with l9,SG8 population. 
\1001), \ilhicl-1 too. is wc~1l ccnnooted ·by roads. 



~0 StUd-t soe.t~l <'"liscr:gal:lieation ia i:~thet diffi<:rJl,t. 

t .. od:.iD;J for (~mruption 1ft farni·lial ;.."el.!!!tions hM ooen done in 

an inc.U.reot. · rnc-mne:t" t.hr:at1g'h :i.tlte:rviews. Too irlfo:c:rl!\ticn ~t. 

vices C!lli.l crilres h~v~ been obt:.ainod froJ~ t.wo parallel .::noo~•• ~· 

the polioe anu the lccal. peopl.G• ln .s~ cfjse&, euc"l "&a .:UlcJ. ... 

denoa@ o! cr:tma ~t' houe.ill';J problems lit~ 5lUms8 offlctal 

etet:,.i.st!cl.il h~Ve bean made elia,il~lo to us. 

That •·urben!s~· .:t:a not d$p(llndent only upcn the sise of 

tho uxhan c~nt~r:e is ~e nrrply clear bt; th~ di:fferenc:e~ in 

aould b.e ,11sc{2rn~.d only throug~ first-hsnd Cibaervet.ions ~de 

dur :tn~J tt.e fiulcl tl!'ips the:re~~~ 

'l)he £or!'fl1lation and thG data oo1lectian patt of ·tha . 

rEJ!SGBIX!h St.erted in tho f:h;·at;. htalf· of 1003. 'I'hQ field tr.t,LJM 

t·~ere tek.et'l >off and .on., duri~ t.oo yei~J:S 1983 to 15197 ~ &~V~tB · 

during 1!1"'08) short f.t&,ld-v.is.:ttt) t:ecao» mcfissary ~o i.i.ll J...n 

oome d?Jt.a g apa • 

. North tlelt\:f"'l -.in e br:ood sw~ep. It is sr1 in.itiel at.u::~ oi the 

Urb811 oituatfi.on in North Dengal w;Lth :some 3;~unt o£. hietoriefd , 



( 

porapective, to be :foll~~d up at a later date by more it'&-depth 

~tudios of the town$ of North DeD;~al .. '')t. present .it. ia Q~.;fined 
. . 

to co11at.in..J' information from ell(.1stiR.1 doourmnt• and e.ff.ioi$1 

noux-cee w:tth somn e~unt of errphaBifl on prLtnaz:y dats coll.c:~ild. · 

frotn the eelt!:Ct.ed tcmnJa. 

Urban 8tli..1 industrial davelopnBnt. in Nor:th ~Q!l';l&l is not: 

heV'tJ been t.alten t:r several ~:searchers of differnnt diao1plinea 

to enaly~S& the state of affair~ in this reoion.o riOYever, the 

:lntareets differ and the fooYii varies. 

'l'he etud.i.911 und.~rt:.akan by the geo;Jraph.ers .ts con~ems4 zbout 

the sett lcr~~nt. pattern, hierarcl:y of the Bettlo=nr:::nto and th~a 

1Md-uea pc:u::.tern. The economiat;a haVt1 looked into ~~ chl!lngin"J 

part of tho goVQl:il~!ntal pltmnil'k'.J ~i1.ir.hJr; 1 hc>lVe been concerned 

obaut identi£y1n._:y the a;:.;isting pr(.>blatM - mainly phy$ical, 

and futuro OOHds and p~cvid!ng rs!;:;:na blue-printa for snolt't-t.az:m 

I ' 
qj.W:i:!tl in the ~"·.ppendi.~ C., 

,. ~ ' 

uomot:.'fral?hic anti ecC)nc~m.tc ~spoots of urban1tnat.ton provido the 



b~tSe, on ?..Jhlell the :researohQr he!! tr:ith'1 to buJ.ld up the dlangin; 

sooial relat..ions and other manife:st.ations o£ urban dynamiaM. 

Uy fulfilling the objedtive~, ·~--~~~this stUdy _- ~> may nave filled 

up aome of the 9!!PD in tho co~reheneiw kna\'1ledge of un>.n1-

~et1on in North BeBJel on the ono hllnd and added to the bCidy 

of on-going urban 7:eseat-ches in lndla t')!l th& oth~r1 and while 

I'!O doin;y some insir.Jht in the r»rOQe:ss of umahiz at.ion may haw 

em:n=gr!d to enab1e us to formulate sol-at hypotheses. This ie the 

rel~vance of this study', although this flndeavour: hats· been takttn 

up Hith quite a hunt>le e~peatatioo• 

.Vrob~ly no ~tudy ctm fulfil all the roquircr~ta that 

ara: iitlC.PCCte{1 of it. Th!~ studY, teo, haa meny limitat.iomse -The 

canvase of the at.udy is rstner vast for a 131DJ"le resoerahilr, 

Md as ouch, there remein rneny lacunae. 

J..,~cl': of men-power and z:ooources \lfe:tO the t.wo &aa1n 

hurdles faoed to rmke the etu~ a cor~u:ehensiv• one. l.t. tu~a 

not ben postS.1ble t.o l$tucly' urban (jyn<lrniem extensively. lt is 

confined to a COt"tPat:"ison of th.e two t~• of Sil~us:.1 Md 

Delu~h~t mainlyG 

1'ho reaonrcher hat~ :i.a~ely dependotl upon eecondaz.y 

deta, bUt comparebl• ~econda~ data about the towns ia not 

available. cen~t:JB data even is nc::t; alway& cc«par~ble frora one 



-so-

·' 

urban miqratj.on data in 1gs1 and 8'1.'11 r!d.gration .data in 1991 
r 011 tke. -re.sea.<re"e.r 

h~B put a.:n:iooa constraints "in enelysing tt\igJ:atiQR in relation 

to urbaraizat inn. Also, due to dependence on birth ... I:lleae date, 

fina:o;_;-.;~:;:-~· in th~ enalymie 18 lost. 

Finally • the stuc.lv .ts theomticelly conatrainUd. Other 

than ataeertirr;J (a) the !nappliae.bilit:.y of some th~riea ..... 

e,.q. melting-pot thllOI.Y or the roult~UJ:"e of powrt.y' theoz.y and 

(b) applic.,bil!ty of ®I'M hyr.;)Otheees euoh as Bogue• a ht.fpotheae• 

~bout m.t.gret.;ton, it. h~ been pne.,iblo only. to auggsfBt a mo&tl 

for rulmJ)f;.aticn of the ul't'b~ m.\gr~nts anti a c~~hensiw yet 

~Snelyticel aofin.tt1on of urbtm!zet.ion. It should also bs con­

fe$sad. that the .atreso hes ~en given to study the orunge• in 

cult ural i(1eolo.JY' and sce.iel ~lat.:tana mere thM to the atudy 
. 3 

of econo~c espcctG • 

3 This ccnf<:?SBion .is ~levant. t.o the t:eroexk. of Nanuel 
Castella, ('lwhoovor wishes t.~o stua; e oity \o:~: SQ:cie• of 
cities) ~at also study ca~?1tel9 pE"oductioo, d1stribu.t1on1 
polit.ioa1 ideolo.y 1 etc... \!!1• :J.xR.m .. cu~at,iot}, !...ondon; 
1977). He censiders ncollGlCt.tve conemtption" and noJmaniiS.-
t.ion cf th• collt!Cttve tteans of mf)mduction of labour 
p~r" .~a eentrel t() t.he ud'Jan probl•metic. 



/ 

1. 

1\ft.er outl.:i.nitl] thli) ob.jcat ives and the mejor: t~oraticti· 

concema end limitations of the z;etJeOl."Ch :it may be u•ful to 

mention the coot:entbJ of each of t.m ahaptars. and llQW these hew 

been orgeni~od in this d1saertat1an. 

'i.'he .study has bean onjan:l.zed into o.~ht chapt.ere.. 

ChA.Pteu: I, Lrulm~!um;,&.Qu, starts with a stUdy of 

urbeni~ation in hiat~ical psrspectiven and enters ~nto a 

tl1eoret!cal disauesion l-fith eff(>h8~d.• on urbani~ation in the 

tlewlopio;;r countries. Piffertlnt approaches t.o the study' of 

uxbSA1~at .ion and tlD urben studie5 in India have alBo betm 

mentioned in this chapter. 

ifith tha study. '. 

· Chmt)te:: 1 :tt, !!2tsn_l!~~-... aJ.:.~!.f.W!xe.ft .. tl~ . ..I.A~t!.t:.~.51!.~1on, 
describes the t,J8ttin;J. and thfl himtoz:y o~ urban devaloprml:t J.n 

!'forth Bengal. '!ha umsnization ip the ~egion has wen pi:Qsented 

under three terrt;>oral categories - pre~ritish9 sritJJ&h and · 

. ~:!.,Q.~ .1~;7., &~i:arrdnos the U·rbardzO!tion .tn i'brt.n SeD;1al in the 

context of Heat lJHngnl. ~nd India. 'I'he focus ~JX'&dual.ly narnM• 

do-,.n'l upon the fi ~ d.iittricts and thon ott t..he indiv iduel towns 



of North aenqal• Cles$1ficetion of t:.tu:ase towns 1:¥ aizo _..., 

funct!.ons have al1~o been t.a!.:enc ~P in t.l:d.tiJ ch&Pt&r• 

C!ta,Pter v, !:l!.CU~I~lfJ ·Pr&bJSMtt,iq,ti,· deals ~ith tma 

causal ,espoots of mi(lr&tiOi\ Pllld cattu:e of mtgrat.!cn ~·=· 

v~rious place$ of or!oin to r.!lorth ~eJtgal. The tn1grenta haw 

·been· cete.Jolf~ed·' lntc tMQ gr~pa - internt!fl tm4 internat!ota.el 

mi~rents. 'l"h& ·()1m of th1e che!.>ter is to ~1 a~• t;h& t.ypaa oi 

population mQWi'Tletlt with u~atli~at.to~ Qf :iott.h DeWJ$1• In thti 

light of this diecu~ial, oome e~t&A\J.ing tooal J;X)illt$ .- U%'b411li­

~~tion have bsen itloot.ifiad. 

aspeQt.n of the ~ooi~l t?lCo®S;jmp anil a.oo.ial int~s::actionsiu 

the tomto of Nt)reh £~11g~l· 'l'he diooua&~ion is ®nf:!.ned to tl'w 

focesl pointe of UJ:b~!zat:.~~on .in t'4orttl. ~,eftrjai. 'l"he thrust. a£ 

the chaPtcn: is ~n the ch&n..'J1Jtg aspaet:;s. oj urban QQCut;,laticma, 

a.caoc:let.ions an<l aoo.ial di~or~;:J:d~l!it:Lon in oJ:de:r to w1C!erstand 

the ebst.r-.,t:. heppeni~ thi!lt tJ-. &Jn!!miarn of w:bani::~atJ.® is. 

Bill"i!~lh!t:....::;! .S~!!....:'!~~·~.tl• doacu:ibcs the gr~tth of tha two 
cit.:.tetl ~rom small ·vill!ges. 3oth th(;t cities hsvc~r g~n rap.tdly 

dua to .imft1gratlon.. lM!tQmt"ta haVQ' ooen a\!ld<! tO ~alyse th$ 

factors of growth end the natuxe of adeptation of the migrant•• 

<Joaial end econo,nto lifo .in the towns hilVIl! beetl exantinti(J ana 



so:oo inta;restirrJ differencea .in the pattem o1! odaptation in 

the t-.1o towns have beoo .found. This enalysis, 11Qreowr,. 1J01nt.a 

tO\iar<ls a sur~r .. urbM fut. w::e for S>111gutt. 

rnaj oN: findings of th0 rl'.aJearch end to offe:r a~;;raa ooncl t:udt:tls 

regarding the trend of umanL'3at~n in No.r:t.h Br~~al~ Of the 

vmr:tous ~apeot~ . treeted1 spc;cial notes haw ~(in te!ten e£ t~xban 

dyne."nit$t11 Sld how thie 1s not kept confined .to tlu:~ uxban oot)tres 

only. 

1\ppendi.ccs pro'lide- futthor information about the ereo 

of ettudy ~nd soroo othe~ (}eta!ls. 


