
PREFACE 

Forest resource has become a much .talked of subject globally in 

general and in our country in particular. The relationship 

between man and nature has become intricated with the pace of 

economic development. Deforestation has touched a serious 

height. Forest resource of India was initially exploited by the 

British and after independence commercialisation for industrial 

interest and alienation of the local people have converted this 

resource into a common pool resource (CPR) problem. It has been 

converging to what Garrett Hardin Calls "the tragedy of the 

commons". It' is in this context that the Social Forestry (SF) 

programme has been initiated in the 'country. The objective is 

to overcome the trag~dy through a sustainable use with people's 

participation. Government of West Bengal, has started this 

programme more than a decade ago. The basic objective of this 

study is to find out, on the basis of practical experience ·in 

West Bengal, whether the S. F. on private holdings and farm 

forestry, on common lands :·,_afe economically and financially 
·'· .j I ,f, •. . . 

viable, whether the proj ecf's~,q.'ve)?!' ar;:h1E;'Wed their main obj ec-

tives, whether they will emerge as a n~w~ rural institution for 

greening our country, and what are their impacts and con­

straints. 

The study is divided into six chapters. The first chapter is 

concerned with the vanishing forests, global concern and the 

extant literature. The second chapter deals with the present 

status of forest resources-causes and impacts of deforestation, 

forest policy and·forest development of West Bengal Vis-a-Vis 

India. Conflicts and alternative claims on forest· resources 

with their social and cultural acceptability have been analysed 

in Chapter three. The fourth Chapter deals with the analytical 

framework of CPR problems in the context of social forestry 

with its evolution, importance and role in economic develop­

ment. The fifth chapter analyses the achievement and impact of 

social forest on rur-al economy based on micro studies. The 

sixth chapter comprises the issues and options, conclusion and 

lessons with some suggestion. At the end a glossary and the 

list of references are porvided. 

I am extremely grateful to Dr. Rabindra Nath Bhattacharya, 

Dept. of Economics, North Bengal University, who gave me the 

opportunity to do this work under his guidance and supervision. 
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I would like to express my gratitude to the following institu­

tions: Nationc:rl Library, Calcutta;. Centre for, studies in Social 

Sciences, Calcutta; Departmental Library, West Bengal Forest 

Department, Calcutta; Departmental Library, Divisional Forest 

Office, Social Forestry, Siliguri; North Bengal Universit¥ 

Library, Rajarammohanpur; United Nations Research Institute For 

Social Development, Palais des Nations, Switzerland; Forest 

Research Institute, Dehradun; Computer Centre, North Bengal 

University, Rajarammohanpur; College Library, Coach Behar Col­

lege, Coach Behar; Ministry of Environment and Forest, Govern­

ment of India, New Delhi; Centre for Himalayan studies, North 

Bengal University, Rajarammohanpur . 

. I am highly indebted to the following. persons who helped me lin 

various ways to complete my work: Mr. Kamal Nath, Minister,· 

Ministry~Environment and Forest, Government of India, New 

Delhi; Mrs. Malini Bhattacharya, M.P.; Mr. Jiten Das, M.P.; Mr. 

Lama, D.F.O, Sukna, Darjeeling; Mr. Dipen Chakraborty, Ranger, 

Siliguri, Social Forestry Division; Mr. Dwij en Saha, Ranger, 

Bagdogra & Naxalbari, Social Forestry Division, Darjeeling; Mr. 

Manab Chakraborty, Ex-tension worker, Phansidewa Beat, Bagdogra 
I 

Range, Darjeeling; Mr. Maloy Mitra, Extension_ worker, Kharibari 

Beat, Darjeeling; Mr. Sukumar Das, Extension worker Coach Behar 

(1), Coach Behar Range, Coach Behar; Mr. Dhirendra· Nath Roy, 

Extension worker, Tufanganj Beat, Coach 

Behar; Mr. Krishna Chandra Mitra, Beat 

Behar Range, Coach 

Officer, Tufanganj 

Beat, Coach Behar; Mr. Ajoy Desarkar, Ranger, Social Forestry 

Division, Debibari, Coach Behar; Mr. Shaktipada Dey, Ranger, 

Humgarh Range, Midnapur; Mr. Haradhan Dalui, Beat Officer, 

Amlasuli Beat, Midnapur; Mr. Baidyanath Roy, Ranger, Khatra 

Range, Bankura; Mr. N. K. Hudati, Ranger, Kashipur Range, 

Purulia; Mr. Narayan Chandra. Paul, Beat Officer, Coach behar 

II, Coach Behar; Mr. Bhawani Shankar Pratihari, Add. D. F. 0., 

Jalpaiguri Division; Mr. Ratan Chakraborty, Ranger, Sukna For­

est Division, Darjeeling; Mr. M. P. Rai, Ranger, Monitoring 

Cell, Siliguri, Darjeeling; Mr. Basanta Mandal, Public Health 

Engineering, Siliguri; Mr. Subhas Chandra Paul, Programmer, 

Computer Centre, North Bengal University, Darjeeling; Mr. Abani 

Barik, Amlasuli; Mr. Sudhansu Chakraborty, Bansraya, Purulia; 

Mr. Swapan Bagchi, Librarian, Siliguri College; Dr. Chaturbhuj 

Kundu, Librarian, Siliguri College of Commerce. 

I could complete this sutdy with the help of a Teacher-
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Fellowship for one year granted by the U.G.C. I am indebted to 

the U. G. C.· I must express my debt to Sri Aurabinda Basu, 

Principal, Siliguri College, Dr. Shyamal Chakraborty, H.O.D. of 

Economics Siliguri College for their kind cooperation. I am 

grateful to my senior colleauge Mr. Samir Bhattacharya and his 

wife Mrs. Mqndira Bhattarcharya who inspired me from the very 

begining of the work and helped me to get sutdy materials from 

different sources. I am also grateful to my senior colleauge 

Dr. Sanjiban Dutta Roy, Dr. Ashok Kumar Sarkar and Dr. Nibedita 

Chakraborty, · Dr. R. P. Sinha for their love, affection and 

inspiration; 

My wife, Iva and our son Arkaparna freed me from various 

household responsibilities and provided emotional support and 

encouragement to complete this work. I remain extremely grate-

ful to them. >~ ft\~.JZ.. 

Siliguri College Satyanarayan Mandal 

15th August, 1995 
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