It was my native village (Chhoto Chowkir Bos), situated in the Western Duars where
I was brought up with several tribal communities and had the privillege to keenly observe
the cultural stmilarities among the Mech, Rabha and the Koch (Rajbanshis) people. In my
Post Graduate study I got more interest about the culture of these tribes when I again had
an opportunity to be acquainted with other Mongoloid communities of Northeast India,
Sikkim, Bhutan and Nepal.Under such a background, it may be noted, an idea to explore
the issues of socio-cultural change of the tribal communities developed and the present
work is an outcome of it. I am grateful to Dr. [.Sarkar, Reader, Department of History,
University of North Bengal who always encouraged me and supervised the present work
in the style as it has been shaped in its present form.

The idea of communal unity among .‘the tribes in certain stages together with their
socioeconomic changes are the essential pre-conditions for the formation of a political
structure of a community. Again process of cultural changes, state formation and the changes
in the mode of production are interrelated in terms of development of the community. This
relationship and its comparison with tribal and non-tribal state formation process of pre-
colonial India and elsewhere are the main focus of the present work.

It is a fact that a reseacrh work of this nature can not be completed by a single
individual and this is true in my case of research work. | enjoyed enomours help and
cooperation from different corners and without which [ might not have completed this
work in due time. At the outset | must aknowledge the co-operation of Prof. Kunal
Chattopadhyay, Prof. Himadri Banerjee, Dr. Rila Mukherjee, Prof. Sukla Das, Prof.

- Chittabrata Palit, other colleagues of the Department of History, Jadavpur University, who
clarified many points to understand the pr(')cess.of state formation. [n this respect [ must
record the help I got from the articles and observations published by the North East India
History Association. A few of them are not only releavent but also have widened my vision
as to the theme of research. I would also record here the inspirations of the teachers of the
department of history, University of North Bengal,who some way or other inspired me for
the study of this region in particular and I have no hasitation to record that such a congenial
situation promted me to explore the history of the Tista-Brahmaputra valley.

The source materials of the present study have been collected from different archives,
libraries and institutions and from the oral traditions of the tribes of the Duars and Northeast
India. I express my obligation to all such institutions. I record my thanks to the staff of the
libraries namely St. Joseph’s College Library, Darjeeling, A.B.N. Seal College Library,

Cooch Behar, Central Library, Jadavpur University, Library of the Department of History,
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Jadavpur University, Central Library, North Bengal University, National Library, Kolkata,
Bangiya Sahitya Parishat ,Kolkata, Cultural Research Institute Kolkata , Center for Studies
in Social Sciences, Kolkata ,North Bengal State Library (NBSL),Cooch Behar,Cooch
Behar Sahitya Sabha ,Cooch Behar, Kamarupa Anusandhan Samity ,Guwahati, Department
of Historical and Antiquarian Studies(DHAS),Guwahati, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata;
West Bengal State Archives, Kolkata, Anthropological Survey of India ,Eastern Region,
Kolkata, West Bengal Secretariat Library, Kolkata, Sub Divisional Library, Alipur Duar,
and so on . | have enjoyed their ready and enthusiastic support all along. Consultation of
the unpublished manuscripts became easier to me due the cooperation rendered by Shri
Ranu Ray, Assistant Librarian, NBSL, and Dr. Jiten Das (ACS, Director, DHAS), Dr.
Nripendra Nath Pal, Shri Biswanath Das and Shri Dharma Narayan Barma of Cooch
Behar. I find no suitable words to express my gratitude for helping me with some rare and
valuable documents related to my reaserch .Mrs. Juthika Barman (Barma), my wife ever
stood by me in various capacities till this work came to its final shape.

Visits of the archaeological sites situated in an around the present district of Cooch
Behar and some parts of Assam and elsewere became easier for me due the company of
Shri Jhyotirmay Pandit, Nitesh Barma, Shri Subhash Barman, Shri Swapan Kumar Barman,
Shri Anup Kumar Barman of Kamkshyaguri and Shri Jyotiska Ranjan Sarkar of Cooch
Behar.l aknowledge their cooperation with due gratitude. My mother and my sisters have
always been source of inspiration and moral support in course of my study.

I'am also grateful to Shri Parimal Das of West Garo Hills, Meghalay. for his cooperation
to visit the Koch villages of Meghalaya and Assam. Shri Sushil Kumar Rabha ,Shri Sunil
Pal and Shri Debashis Bhattacharya extended their full co-operation during my field studies
at Kamakhyaguri, Khowar Danga and few other villages connected with my research.

Sri Sankar Kumar Bose of Kolkata all along encouraged me for this study and with
a scholar like temperament allowed me to consult rare coins (Narayani Tanka of the
Koch kings) of his collection. Prof. A.N.Basu, the present Vice Chancellor of Jadavpur
University, has always been a source of moral support for the work. [ am indebted to him.
Last but not the least, I am grateful to my students of the Department of History. Jadavpur
University, for their active interactions with my present studies and research. And forany
error in the work, I am alone responsible.

Rup Kumar Barman
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