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1. Ihe ihesis on '‘Uylan Thomas : She theas and lmagery in
Thomas's postry' has been rovised wnder Uhe soholurly suldanee of
Professor Wichael Coliie of Xork University, Ioroats, Canada. in
submitted So tne University on the origfnal thesic, I wrote to Pro-
fessor Collle vi'bh the pormission of the Unlversity. in reply to wy
letiar frofessor Collie made somo obscrfiAtions 8d gave soae coNOPete
suggoations whieh I am adviend to fellav while ravising =y thesia. ¥ith-
out bis advice it would have beon Siffieult Cor we %o pPocsed WASh ths
worik of reviglon. ‘i relevant extrsot from she lebter s quoted
balov:

1 am sot ot all hostile So your asin idean, so see
0o rensol for sy drastle ohange Lo your overeall argument or in
the sirueture of the Shesis. 48 you alresdy know, 1 do Shink
wnat your erivical obsarvetion and Ldess are almost completely
conpealed by an overgrowth of yuotation. ZLesy you obviously
wish So demonstrate Lo your chesls LAt you are aware of gurreat
eritioise and don't wish %o be vulnerable, Later, to people
saying “de hasa't resd thle® or "He sveas never o have heard
tl‘ti-'l- But vill you mot reconglder the way in wileh you
Ry | this material, whioh at prosent constitutes
ﬂlal’nlﬂldmw In =y opinian, Shore are several
things you might do, ineluding
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2, ihe thosis sakea & sbudy of the Shems and imagery 4in Lylan
fhomna's poetry. ‘houwas's Mlee-long offort was to Find out the sigol.
fiounce of Life. das Life ay meaning? From Ghe sossnt of colivep-
Lion life bogins ite graveward jourasy, MAfe is & Eysterious process
Mmited by death, 4ife is orested for death, Ihls is a paradoxioal
situsilon wideh haunted the smind of Thomas, She fatality of men's
belng cansot be divoreed fros the fatality of ids existential probles.
Thosas secits s solutlon of this probles, Us has & wild louging in bis
Bewrt for ab understanding of the weandlng of exlstence. Ihere is a
the worid and the 'unmindiag skics' (CPF 108). Heason and heart are
baffled in whedr search for swandog. ‘Bub hoars, lLike head, Leads
.ee

ess And I Enow
#o answor to She ebdldren’s ery. (C? 53)
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Thoisas Sells bis son in ‘Zals Gide of the Srush’ ¢

This side of the sruth,
lou may 0ot seo, &y sSOB. (P 108)

in bis poelry “houmas striggles to vome out of darikness into
light, <be thesis Wraces She poet's emergence into Light, hks quest
for ‘he mewdag of exislence, ids assertion of Life and love that
eubpaoes all ses and sadmale, and his fisal reconpllement of ilife and
dentli, Thomas sesiks a relesse [rom Ghe Liss.sex-death wap in waleh
Life 45 caught, As bo grows oldwr he coNes Go A greater wdersLanding
of Ghe usture of Love. 4o sings of Light end Love iu She face of devase
Sation oaused by war, He atlslns & saturer harsony of existenge
hroagh endldhood semories. Thomms sphioves a vision of iae benaficeat
scheme of the wilverse, Mo parcalvas

We are blest by everytidag,
Bverytulng we Look upoh is bless,?

Thomas struggles for Light. ‘idgnt' means the poreeption of
wolty Ao divorsity, whatover glse AU asy mean, Judngs becows ¢losr
visn they are perceived iu their reletlonsiipy asd geen in & unified
Pt iarn, Lo ask for seaalng is essentially Lo ask for undiy. A
aostalgie for wadty Ls iabecent 4o sas, ZThe ssclaaieosl nature of
evaryday Aife, *Lhe reposition of salutes,’ ‘the pariing of hat from
helr,' "pursed Lips at She receiver' (GF d64), vhe seuge of time
Pasnlag ("1 sit and valeh Lae wora benesth oy aall/Jearlag Lhe quiek
away'  or 13), he fesling of isclavion from othors -« all shese
faduce & foaling of despalr, Lhomss i agubely conscious of
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existeatial absurdity, maw..'x“.muanu
be %oo couseious is an Liliness - a real Shoroughegoing Lllness.” ille
is stricken vith death. Thomas telis hls father to rebel against
doath

Uo not go gentle iuto that good aight,

Hage, rage aguingt the dyiag of She Light. (GF Lis)
Shis nobe of revolt isplles the value of existeace. “idviag an
m-m%-hml‘fﬂh" observes
Casus, Tuds 13 a vote for Life, a refusal %o be defeated, Thomas's
struggle towsrds light through ls poetic creation is ane way of
eaping with existenve. iletzsche says, "The eagential festure of art
is 18s pover of perfecting existenss, its aroduntion of perfectiocn
the deifieasion of exiatenmw ....® The strugile glves signifismes
Lo Life,. *:u-maxwmmmm:umum
a san's beart, oo augt imagine Slsyphus bappy," says Casus. What
CoWnts is Bot the begt Living but Che moat Living, S0 Thomas is
Agalust Lhe Chrigtien asoetisiss, “If there is a sin against Life it
Mw&nmn-mmmmuﬁumurﬂ-

whleh evades the inexorable grandeur of She hore and now,” Sia is in

& full and spontaneous esbracking of Ait.
I gancot murder, like a fool,

Senson and sunesiine, grace and girl,
Hor can I swmthoer the sweet waking, (CP 66)
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Yoath is the sAggot Do man can slay. Through doubts, ot
fligts, and sulferings, Thomss graduslly becomes recoocilec %o death.

Jdght and Jark are no euoules
- But one cospanion. (e» 66)
In his Lagt posms he parceives the valus of doath in the schems of
lbdv-. "Swery moment of Life ls valuable, snd every capaelily
is valusble becsuse of death (although for ouhier reasous Soo). dnee
Gsed Wp or passed by At 19 Arvevocably past. Wil Lo a soarce re-
soures., n-m“mmu-wﬁml—
& positive effeot on Life plans, It sakes Life preeious.”
ibat e closer I move
lo doath, one aan through his sundered hulks,
ihe lowder toe sun blooms
And Ghe Sugked, rsmsbackling sea exults.  (OF 179)

20 be regongiled Lo death 45 %0 be resouslled %o sxigiwmwe, ILhe
partieipation in life is also a partiolpation in deabil,

Grean oblcikens of the bay and bushes cluck, ‘dilly

diily,
Come Lot us e'. (cr 268)

Wife and death are intograted in a unitive vision of Life, Thomas's
quest for meaning is also & quest for mewning is ekeo & geest for
bappiness. Happiness is the harmony of the individual with his exise
tence, Happiness follows from “"a relationsily in whieh the individual
ascepts the eternal antagonism between his desire for life and the
mvumwermum..-. Passimism and She Sregle senge alvays
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Scoompany mai's seareh for happinesss “There Ls to love of Life withe
ﬂwmm*. "By & sympathetic identifiestion with the
temporal process of the world, an fdeasifiestion whioh 1s the ast of
poetry, the post can maike himself a Nosh's ark. e oan save Shings
pation is, in the full senge of the word, “an affirmation of the
beautiful and Serrdible worth of the Sarth.” In thls affirsation She
poet affirms himself, the ark whioh contains all shings. Zo affirs
and rosuue the ewrth is to alfire wnd resous the selfy, whdeh at no
muw?ummﬁawmwmc
he eredtec world,'

W Moot In Walt <hitmaG Loo sexusility and Goath hat we find
in Shomag, Whitasn Llovites the reacers o obseve “a spear of grase.”
<he “spear of gregs” coubines e Swo 208y of proorealive urge s
death in oue symbol witleh appears thiroughout She posm, 'Gong of Myself)
until "I bequeath syeell o the 4Lrt Lo grow from the graas L Love”
(W_;d'w}-u The Line bWrings Life and death into harmony,
Sransitoriness of iife, the permanence of cudless renewal. «»« The
“apear of grass,” moreover, has Llis appearance aid ihe fgoundating
mdﬁ“ﬂhmuﬁmimrmn.
and which in the gexual act repeass the Lifeedeath syele.” Io
Thomas sex is 4ot an end in 1Sself. It is the ingtrument whioh defeats
death by perpetuating une spocies Vhrough procrvation, Wnitasn
assorts the @ternal gexual riytha of 1ife 3
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Urge and urge and urge, 13
Alveys the proorcant urge of the world,
(long of Myself)
Whitman rejects asceticism and uninhibitedly indulges in the delights

of the body.
Copulation is no more rank o ae than desth Ls.

4 beliaeve in the Flesh aud She appetites,

Seeln;, heariang, foaling, sre mirsoles, asad
ssoh pars sad Sag of me is a miragle.

divine an I Anzlde ane out, and I make Noly what.
ever 1 toueh or am toushed from,
ke sent of Lhwese ars-pits aroms Uiner than preyor,
oreads. ¥ (‘nong of Myself')
Copulation nets in the sternal eyole of Life and deaths
Throagh you I arain the pantewp rivers of sysell,
In you I wrap a thousand onwerd years,
n you I graft She graltes of the bestebaloved of
we and ‘merica,
ihe drops I distil upon you shall ghow Cierce
and athletie girls, New artists, musicians, and sinjers,
ibe babss 1 beget upon you are Lo baget babas
in Cuedr sura,
I shall demand perfeot men and women out of
By Love-spondlngs,
1 stAall expect Luem o latarpenetrate with othurs,
as 1 and you interpenetrate now,
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1 shall count on the Srults of the gushing showors
of Shew, as I count on She fruits of the
gusning showers 1 give now,

i shall lock for loving erops from the birth, Life,
death, imsortality, I plant so lovingly aow.

("4 vomen valSe for Ne')
Thomas's sense of loneliness and his desirs for relationsiip
with othors (‘isa in Whe Swmate e’ ‘W liviag b seeswd')
reveal amother aspeet of his kinghip with Whitwan, Havilend Wllier
points sut, ‘Mun's grost probiem is 3ot the world's evils; 1t s
the absecse of relationships, of love. Man =zay think that he is
troubled by bLhe world's ovils, but hls grestest horror Ls of w0 emo.
Slanal lack, of utier Lobeliness Lo an indifferent undverge, For
Wiituen heaven of Joy 45 relatedness, real or lmaginery; bell or agony
is 1tz abgenee, Aud go Jultmen dwells st loagth on the difficulSies
of beculng humsn through the sstablistment of whet i, Forater
calls “eonnections”. mw-pnmmm-u.
Sslf to relatodoess Go QubaPe and wan, S Least on Lie verbal levels

TWIGIOUL coalraries As DO MOGFesEi0k. ALWPsaGAcn wnd
existence.”  Thouss Gakes s dlalectical view of the umlverse, Ibe
sexual attraetion and repulsion, womd and Somb, Lave hred contradiio.
tary images in Ris posms. She poet Ls often invelved in debates in
his pooms where he mskes a study of the contrary views of a problem.
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iheso debates are Jlhomas's probe Luto his alnd widch peresives the
contracielions of Life. ibe gpposite views of Lile are apressed,
for exasple, 1o the Last seotion of L see the buys of suamer (CF led).

I soe you boys of susaer in your ruln,

“Aan in bis maggot's burren. (e® 3)
San in his Cleshly body 1o subjeot to desth and deony, But She boye
nave croative gexasl poSentiality.

1 am the aan your Lfather was, (Gr 3)

ihds is an sppeal o traditiocaal suthority and hereditary continudty.
But the boys assert,
e are the sons of Cliat and plteh. or 3

Ascordiag o She post all contraries seem %o be in agroemeat, IThis
aNgesideo. dobate vith Rimeell is = source of Dumen interest in Llhowmas's
PORtEy as it is ln Zeaba's pouley.

Thoms' poems stiow Lils PEruggle o be hilmpelf, Lo attadn
self=ldeutity e Ceces multigle ion-r and outesrd obslacles vhioh Le
sudeavours to ovireome, Une obstacle 1o Lis ssuge of porental domina.
tlol. e strugiles hard Lo overcomes this influence for e realiss.
tion of Mis independent self, ie equally struggles for free poetie
expression Liberating himself from the iaflusnes of previous writers.
e suffers from moral, postical, snd religious wmertaluty. be gropes
for a vislon wileh syathesises all coairadietions of Life. He is
pulafully congelous of tho confllioct batween fleah and spiril, reason
and passiocny of sooial taboos and conventional religious practices
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Shat prevent frie selfecxpression and petrily iapulses. le loags for
productive relationstips with others to overcowe the gense of allena.
tion and Ynus o achieve independence and mature self-realisation, Ths
poet yearns far groabvr self-awareness. Furitasnical consclense and
sex-inhibition stand in Che way, +he assertion of sex is = sign of
independence and maturity. iagturbatiocn also in a way MWrings greater
sell-awaraness. <o deny sax is %o go agalanst the undversal ereative
pronsss. +ho question of time and denth tormants the mind of Thohas.
<ime relentlessly Wrings everybidug So an end, If Jeath be the end
of Life, vaat is vhe signifiosace and purpose of Life? UThe writing
of postry tlen loses its relevance in Life. |

ie poet struggles through doults and fears, Lhrough
the conselousnses of sin in sex, sociul taboos, dwad conventlonal
ideas, plysical and saorificdanl love, Go atisin » vision shat will
shov existease purposaful esd alguificaat and art rolevest ia Life.
Towards the end of tls pootie earesr Lhe poet ssideves a vislon of
Iife in wiloh bhe inSegrates sex and death, The differant phases of
ihomss' poetle owresr show lls struggle for an all-cosprehending
visioh of iife, Different phasss are Wt Logically connected and
show no i3glcal development. ihe struggle is Ghe reality ia his crea
tlon, the comweting thresd runnigg Sirocugh differeat phases. Lhe
vigion that he mEDNEX attalng at the end, Shough not imtellieetually
satisfying, at lLeost gives him some degree of emotional peage, however
shortelived 1% may be. 4t is to be realised that the poet arrives at

Che unitive viglon of life Snatinettvely ess Dot tirough a rasiocl.
Oative grooess. 4t is an (dnbizetive perception, and oot an
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intelleotual convietion Logloally ac-ived ate 20 seek logie in the
grodusl development of the post Sowards tuis vislon will be futile,
dach phase of bis strugie is significant beeause it brings grester
undargtanding of the world and self, e Gintisétively pervedves a
it may bey in She lust phase of his poetie ercation, de is reeonei.
led Lo she processes of nature, wath and sex ale perveived o be au
integral part of the wmbome of She wiverse, 4o TeetiEENNeely Jore
aeives & unity in the whols of nacure, Wi finds e regolutica of the
confilet betwoel the sell and the world. Joath is 8o death, but an
mbdoeves a rogolution of the problen of pes.tise.death., Yie poet
#iPesives & wianing in a sedmlogly parposcless vorld. “he TWrubh be
Gals esotional savisfaption 1s abot WUercugh with seeplielisn, -homas'

2. ihomag's £irst volume of posms, J8 _JoGas, weas published by
duntay seferse & Parton Bookehop, wondon in 1934, The secobd volume
of posis, INONW(=Cive FDemm, was publisted in 1996 Wy J. M. bsas,
wadon. ids third volume of work, ihe Map of iove, wondon i J. M
Jent 1939, sen-alned gixteon poems and geven short stories. With the
publicavion of Jeatha and GERINES, «wndoh & J, M. Dent 1946, Uylsn
Thouss cmerged as o major poet. Lhomus's last voluse of poeus, Ao

Counkey Slocp and Quier Fosma A dew Directions Book was published in
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iose. gGolleoted Pooma JRSMLAR ondon ¢ J. M. Dunt vas published in
19623, AL refersncos %o this particulsr editlion agpear in parenthesls

(CP) in the thosis. ihe musber given in the parvathesis indicates the
page nuambor,

ihe penstrasing eritical studies of Uylen lhouas aade by
W%, Moynihem, CLerk Smery, acd ¥, L. Tindell have greatly heiped me
in the wndcrgtanding of Thomas' poetry, 1 gratefully emknowiodge
ay indebtedness %o other critieal studders ae well. In prepariag She
thesis I have boen grestly halped by the Mational Whwary, Celeutta,
Caleutta Undversity Wheary, Jadavour Undversity Lateery, snd most of
sil by She North Bengal University WMiesry, Ameriesn Libwery: USIS -
Calcutin, s the British Cownedl Library, Caleutta. I mgpress ay
@ratitude to Arofessor Kiohasl Collie of (oWl Univ.rsity, Zoranto,
Canada, for his valuable sugjestions and necessary guidesee. lis
generous aod ingpirdng juldscce bas sustained me throughout my work.
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