














PREFACE

A society’s transformation from agrarian economy to industrial economy along with variety of
heterogenous activities, from a homogenous to heterogenous mass and from confined to a
broader area of functions can be considered as a process of urbanization. More clearly and

precisely, urbanization alters the demographic, social, economic and administrative functions.

The growing urban centers results into blending of new social groups with the existing one.
The new urban population comes from a different background and this are the result of
migration streams moving towards the cities to avail better employment, business or social

opportunities.

The growth of informal and squatter settlements is becoming indispensable for the process of
urbanization. Thus, the urban poor with no or lower affordability of land and high-cost housing,
accepts the low-cost living near workplace or uninhabitable areas with unhygienic living
condition. This informal settlement and improper structure give rise to what we call slums,
Census of India define the same as residential areas where dwellings are unfit for human
habitation by reasons of dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangements and design of such
buildings, narrowness or faulty arrangement of street, lack of ventilation, light, or sanitation
facilities or any combination of these factors which are detrimental to the safety and health.
Thus, slums are the irresistible part in urbanization process which profoundly impacts on
demographic, social and economic aspect. The planning and development process also get

hampered with such proliferation.

Therefore, it becomes necessary to study slums and their growing pattern. The district
Alipurduar is the only statutory town and it bears a huge pressure of administrative, business,
trade activities and population from the surrounding region. There is an increasing
informalization of urban economy and seasonality in employment opportunities can be
observed across all categories of urban centers in the country and with no exception the district
also reflects a similar further leads to proliferation of slums. Thus, the slum pockets in the
municipality needs a special attention and the living condition of the slum dwellers need to be

emphasized.
The work has been done systematically by diving the complete structure into eight chapters.

Chapter 1- Introduction: The chapter starts with the concept of urbanization and its process.
Slums being a part of the process and also a consequence of urbanization requires immediate

attention and therefore the study becomes vital. Slums with causes of formation, its
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characteristics, definitions by different organizations are explained and provided. The study
area has been defined and the statement of problem has been discussed. Subsequently, the
chapter explains various literature review related to every living aspect of the slum dwellers
and related issues which is followed by objectives of the study, hypothesis, database and
methodology of the research work, Chapter organization etc. Thus, the chapter highlights the

proper organization of the study.

Chapter 2 - Background of the study area: The second chapter comes with the general
physical background incorporating the physiography, elevation, slope, drainage, vegetation etc.
to have a detailed understanding of the physical set up. Next comes the description of various
demographic attributes, social and cultural aspects of population of the study area where
secondary sources of data have been used. The information of the district with special emphasis

on the municipality has been provided.

Chapter 3- Socio- cultural condition of the slum dwellers: The social and cultural aspect of
the slum dwellers has been given emphasized. This completely takes into account the surveyed
slum population of various slum pockets in different wards of Alipurduar municipality. To
know precisely, total population with male and female percent, their sex ratio, age structure,
age at marriage, literacy rate, educational level, distribution of caste, religion, mother tongue

etc. has been given weightage.

Chapter 4- Economic condition of the slum dwellers: The type of livelihood, their type of
occupation and level of income is important to study the economic status of the slum dwellers.
A thorough study has been done by considering earning and dependent members, average
household income, expenditure related to food, fuel, clothing, health and education. Different
relations are also significant which has been computed systematically. Further, overall
economic status has been focused for a wider perception and understanding of upcoming

chapters that are intrinsically related to level of income or economic status.

Chapter 5- Housing and Environmental aspects of the slum dwellers: Information on house
structure and the surrounding environment has been accentuated. Moreover, the level of
pollution in the study area has been measured and information collected. This surely gives the
overall living condition of the slum dwellers as this aspect is deeply connected to the previous

chapters of social and economic status.

Chapter 6- Health status of the slum dwellers: To know the health, food consumption pattern

and dietary habits has been given emphasized. Further, Information on health services like







LIST OF TABLES

Table no. Title Page no.
1.1 Recent scenario of urbanization in India and West Bengal 7
2.1 Monthly average temperature distribution in Alipurduar district 42
2.2 List of rivers in different blocks of Alipurduar district 44
2.3 Details of forest area in Alipurduar district 46
2.4 Total population and decadal growth rate in Alipurduar district 48
2.5 Distribution of male and female population and population density 49
in Alipurduar district, 1991

2.6 Distribution of male and female population and population density 50
in Alipurduar district, 2001

2.7 Distribution of male and female population and population density 51
in Alipurduar district, 2011

2.8 Sex ratio of Alipurduar district 51

2.9 Distribution of child population and sex ratio in Alipurduar district 52

2.10 Distribution of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe population and 53
their sex ratio, 1991

2.11 Distribution of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe population and 54
their sex ratio, 2001

2.12 Distribution of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe population and 55
their sex ratio, 2011

2.13 Literacy rate in Alipurduar district, 1991 56

2.14 Literacy rate in Alipurduar district, 2001 56

2.15 Literacy rate in Alipurduar district, 2011 57

2.16 Distribution of workers in Alipurduar district, 1991 58

2.17 Distribution of workers in Alipurduar district, 2001 59

2.18 Distribution of workers in Alipurduar district, 2011 60

2.19 Distribution of male and female population and sex ratio in in 61
Alipurduar Municipality, 2011

2.20 Distribution of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe and their sex 63
ratio in Alipurduar municipality, 2011

2.21 Literacy rate in various ward in Alipurduar municipality, 2011 65

xviii




Table no. Title Page no.
2.22 Literacy rate in different census year in Alipurduar municipality 68
2.23 Distribution of workers in Alipurduar municipality, 2011 69

3.1 Ward wise slum pockets in Alipurduar municipality 76

3.2 Ward wise male and female distribution of population and sex 78
ratio of the slum dwellers

33 Ward wise marital status of the slum dwellers 85

34 Ward wise age at marriage of the slum dwellers 87

3.5 Ward wise literacy rate of the slum dwellers 89

3.6 Female literacy rate and age at marriage of the slum dwellers 92

3.7 Ward wise female literacy rate and mean age at marriage among 93
the slum dwellers

3.8 Correlation between literacy rate and mean age at marriage 94

3.9 Ward wise educational level for males among the slum dwellers 94

3.10 Ward wise educational level for females among the slum dwellers 96

3.11 Ward wise household size of the slum dwellers 99

3.12 Household size and education level of head of the household 101

3.13 Ward wise religion structure of the slum dwellers 101

3.14 Ward wise mother tongue of the slum dwellers 103

3.15 Ward wise caste composition of the slum dwellers 106

3.16 Duration of stay of the slum dwellers 108

4.1 Type of occupation among the slum dwellers 113

4.2 Ward wise male and female distribution of earning members in 114
different types of occupation among the slum dwellers

4.3 Ward wise distribution of the slum households according to their 117
level of monthly household income

4.4 Average monthly household income and literacy rate of the slum 118
dwellers

4.5 Ward wise average monthly household income and literacy rate of 118
the slum dwellers

4.6 Correlation between mean level of household income and literacy 119
rate

4.7 Change in household income during last one year among the slum 120

X1X




Table no. Title Page no.

dwellers

4.8 Change in household expenditure during last one year among the 121
slum dwellers

4.9 Ward wise monthly savings of the slum households 122

4.10 Level of income and expenditure of slum households 122

4.11 Level of income and expenditure of slum households 123

4.12 Monthly income and food expenditure of the slum households 124

4.13 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to their 125
monthly expenditure on food

4.14 Monthly income and fuel expenditure of the slum households 126

4.15 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to their 126
monthly expenditure on fuel

4.16 Monthly income and clothing expenditure of the slum households 127

4.17 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to their 127
monthly expenditure on clothing

4.18 Monthly income and health expenditure of the slum households 128

4.19 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to their 129
monthly expenditure on health

4.20 Monthly income and education expenditure of the slum 130
households

4.21 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to their 130
monthly expenditure on education

4.22 Ward wise type of ration card among the slum households 131

4.23 Ward wise availability of bank account among the slum 132
households

5.1 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to floor 139
material

5.2 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to wall 140
material

53 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to roof 141
material

5.4 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to place of 142

XX




Table no. Title Page no.

cooking

5.5 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to type of 143
fuel used for cooking

5.6 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to source of 145
drinking water

5.7 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to distance 146
to fetch drinking water

5.8 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to 147
availability of drainage facility

59 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to type of 148
sanitation

5.10 Ward wise distribution of slum households according to 149
availability of household assets

5.11 Construction of composite index of housing 150

5.12 Ward wise composite index of housing 153

5.13 Correlation between composite index of housing and mean 154
monthly household income

5.14 Noise limits in different areas provided by CPCB 155

5.15 Ward wise level of sound at peak and lean hours during first week 156
of October

5.16 Ward wise level of air pollution in summer season 159

5.17 Ward wise level of air pollution in rainy season 160

5.18 Ward wise level of air pollution in winter season 161

5.19 Ward wise level of water pollution in summer season 164

5.20 Ward wise level of water pollution in rainy season 165

5.21 Ward wise level of water pollution in winter season 166

522 Ward wise distribution of households according to type of solid 168
waste generated

5.23 Ward wise distribution of households according to place of 169
disposal of solid waste

6.1 Ward wise frequency of consumption of food/ meal by the slum 176

dwellers

xx1




Table no. Title Page no.

6.2 Ward wise pattern of consumption of meat/ fish by the slum 177
dwellers

6.3 Ward wise pattern of consumption of egg by the slum dwellers 178

6.4 Ward wise consumption of fast or junk food in different age 180
groups among the slum dwellers

6.5 Nutritional status of adults over 20 years of age 182

6.6 Ward wise Body Mass Index (BMI) of the slum dwellers 182

6.7 Ward wise literacy rate and normal BMI population 183

6.8 Correlation between literacy rate and population under normal 184
BMI range

6.9 Ward wise household income and normal BMI population 184

6.10 Correlation between mean level of household income and 185
population under normal BMI range

6.11 Ward wise Composite index of housing and normal BMI 186
population

6.12 Correlation between composite index of housing and population 187
under normal BMI range

6.13 Ward wise practice of smoking, drinking and other habits among 187
the male population aged 15 and above

6.14 Ward wise percentage distribution of married and reproductive 189
women among the slum dwellers

6.15 Ward wise percentage distribution of married women and married 191
women having children among the slum dwellers

6.16 Age at marriage and number of children of the women slum 192
dwellers

6.17 Age group and place of delivery of the women slum dwellers 193

6.18 Average gap between two pregnancies among the married women 194
having more than one child

6.19 Ward wise women under reproductive age group and women in 194
pregnancy period among the slum dwellers

6.20 Ward wise maternal mortality ratio among the women slum 195

dwellers

xxii




Table no. Title Page no.
6.21 National immunization schedule for pregnant women 197
6.22 Ward wise married women practicing breast feeding 197
6.23 Menstrual practices among the women slum dwellers 199
6.24 Ward wise use of sanitary napkins by the women slum dwellers 199
6.25 Prevailing diseases among the women slum dwellers 200
6.26 Ward wise distribution of children (0-6 age group) 201
6.27 Ward wise infant mortality rate among the slum dwellers 202
6.28 National immunization schedule for infants and children 203
6.29 Ward wise consumption of mother’s milk and nutritious drink by 205
the children

6.30 Ward wise average weight and height of the children (0-6 age 206
group)

6.31 Average head circumference 207

6.32 Prevailing health issues and illness among the children (0-6) age 207
group in the slum

7.1 Indicators of development across various slum pockets in different 221
wards of Alipurduar municipality

7.2 Composite index of development across various slum pockets in 222
different wards of Alipurduar municipality

7.3 Class group based on composite index for different wards 223

7.4 Ward wise composite index and levels of development 223

xxiii




LIST OF FIGURES

Fig no. Title Page no.
2.1 Line graph showing monthly average temperature distribution in 42
Alipurduar district
3.1 Age sex pyramid of the slum dwellers across various wards in 80
Alipurduar municipality

XX1V




LIST OF MAPS

Map no. Title Page no.
1.1 Location map of the Study Area 12
2.1 Physiographic divisions of Alipurduar district 38
2.2 Elevation map of Alipurduar district 39
2.3 Slope zone map of Alipurduar district 41
24 Drainage map of Alipurduar district 43
2.5 Soil map of Alipurduar district 45
2.6 Natural vegetation map of Alipurduar district 46
2.7 Population density and male -female population of Alipurduar 62
municipality, 2011

2.8 Sex Ratio of Alipurduar municipality, 2011 63

2.9 Scheduled caste and Scheduled tribe population of Alipurduar 65
municipality, 2011

2.10 Literacy rate of Alipurduar municipality, 2011 67

2.11 Literacy gap between male and female population of Alipurduar 68
municipality, 2011

2.12 Distribution of total workers of Alipurduar municipality, 2011 70

3.1 Slum pockets of Alipurduar municipality 76

3.2 Male and female population distribution and sex ratio of the slum 79
dwellers in Alipurduar municipality

33 Literacy rate of the slum dwellers in Alipurduar municipality 91

3.4 Gap in Literacy rate between male and female population of the 92
slum dwellers in Alipurduar municipality

3.5 Religious composition of the slum dwellers in Alipurduar 103
municipality

3.6 Mother tongue of the slum dwellers in Alipurduar municipality 105

3.7 Caste composition of the slum dwellers in Alipurduar 107
municipality

7.1 Levels of Development in the slum pockets of various wards in 227

Alipurduar Municipality

XXV




LIST OF PHOTOPLATE

. Page
Plate no. Title
no.
1 Primary Survey I
2 Primary Survey I
3 Primary Survey I
4 Primary Survey I

XXV1




