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The Life 6f Lord Clive

CHAPTER 1

1757-8 : AFTER PLASSEY

AI‘ 5 P..M., when Clive was on th;z point of entering the
entrenchmgnt, ang vietory had been assured, the letter
from Meer Jaffier was delivered. The messenger excused the
delay on the somewhat flimsy ground that he was afraid of
the cannonfide. Meer Jaffier informed Clive that he had been
in the Nawab’s presence on the pain, and had observed that
everybody was intimidated. “He send for me and flung
his turband off before me, apd one day hq made me write ¢n
the sifle of the Kofan so that I tannof®come over to yof By
she blessing of God you have the better of the day.” He
vaged Clive ““ to attack hisn at 8 in the morning ; they will
ron *away, and then will be my opportunity. The forces
want to rgturn to the City. Attack him in the night by all
means. We thred shall be to the left of the Nabob. Coja
Haddee will rgmain firm to the Nabob. If you come, yow
may have an op}gortunlty of seizing (himy. We three are ready
for your service and will see you by and by.” The traitor’s
advice may Jave been sincere, but his conduct during the
day was certainly dlébious Late in the evening Clive re-
ceived the follbwing byrief not from Meer Jaffier: “1 con-
gratulate you on Qxecutmg your design. Mirza Aumar Beg,
or Mr. Watts, or Coja Petrus, send one of them to me. I am
here on the banks of the lak;: agreeable to your desire.” Inthe

morning Clive sent Ognas Beg and Mr. Scrafton to conduct
B
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Meer Jaffier to Daudpur.’ He set forth for%he Rritish gamp
actompanied by his son. He was full of Suspicion and mis-
giving that Clive might resent hissconduet in not joining
him according to his promise. When he arrive® at the camp
and ‘“ the guards elrew ,out to receive him as he passed, &e
started as if he thought it*was 88 over with him; nor did
his countenance 'brightenoup till the Colonel embraced him,
and saluted him Soubah of the three provinces; &dyising
him to hastgn to the capital to prevent ibs being, p]-undere'd,
and to assume the title of Soubah; in which hé,would sup-
port him with all his force as soon as possfble.” Meer Jaffier,
following the  advice of Clive, pushed on at once towards
the capital, and Clive marched in the same direation in the
evening. Before leafing Daudpur o Clive forwarded the
following dispatch to the Select Committee :° o '

GeENTLEMEN,—I wrote you last Night of the Victory we had -
gained over the Nabob. I am now'more at Leisure t& give you a
particular Account of the Action. About Six in the Morning the
whole Army- appeared marclfing towards us from Dautipoore in-
Jclining their Mgrch toethe Right of Placis Grove as if they intended
to surround us. They took Possession of thecadjacent Eminencies
with heir Cannon which éppears to be regularly supported Ly theig
Horse & Foot. A Detachment of their Army commanded by Meer
Murdun, & supported by about 30 Frenchmen, with sévesal piec®
of Cannon, took Possession of a Tanly within Musquet Shot of a3,
from thence and from the Rest of their Artillery then up, conséstipgg
of 12 Pieces of Cannon from 24 to 3 Pounders, they canndnaded
us very briskly and had their Cannon well pointed. We played only
3 Field Pieces against them, but were so happy as Yo kgll Meer Muordun
. ¢Bahdre Ally Cawn, Mohun Loll’'s Son in Law, the Commander of
the Belears, and several other Officers of Distipdtion. This Loss
had such an Effect on them &hat {hey abandoneg the Tank, which
we advanced and took Possession® of immediately.. Mohun Loll arfd
Manickchund were the first to retreat, and were presently followed
by the Nabob, Meer Cassum and others, but the Feench making a
Stand at a Breast Work that was Part ofehe Forgiﬁcation of their
old Camp put some Courage igty) thgir Tgoops again, and drew up
within their old Camp and in tilie Front of the Grove, and their
Musquetry, supported by their Horse, got Possession of a Bank
within Musquet Shot of the Tank, from thence & from their old
Camp they kept up a continual Fime gn us, and made many Attempts
to bring their Cannon on, but we kepfse bgisk a Fire that they could
not get their Cooleys and Oxen to advance, At about 4 the Grenadiers
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and Sepoys, storn?d both these places; at the same Time their
Ammunition blew tp, after which the Enemy fled with the utnfost
Precipitation and we epursued theh till Night. We have taken
about 40 pieces of Cannon, and the Roads are strewed with Hakarys
and Baggage 9f all Kinds; the Loss of the Enemy I gonsider to
sg about 500 men. We have had about 20 Ewropeans & 30 Sepoys
killed and wounded ; duringpthe warmest part of the Action we
observed a large Body of Forces composing thg left Wing of the Army
marching towards the Right of Placis, Grove; these proved to be
®Jaffejp Ally Khan and his Party, but as they made no Signal to testify
their being Friends, we fired on them and made them keep their
Distance ; !'have the Pleasure to inform you Meer Jaffeir came to
me this moraing made many Expressions of Gratitude to the English,
and assured us he would be faithful to his Treaty, his Forces are
about 3000 Men and he tells me the principal Zemidars have promis’d
him the Nabob shall not escape. He is now on his March to the
City. As tfle Troops have undergone mugh Fatigue I cannot. expect
to get further than Moneagra to Night. I have no further Intelligence
of the Nabob thah that he made the best of his Way to the City.
I hear he has Uestroy’d our Factory at Cossimbuzar.

On’ the*25th the British force reached Mandipur, or Mai-
dapur, the Company’s country seat near Cossimbazar, and
remained there till June 27, “ when we rgarched one battalion.
to the English anhd the qther to the Frencﬁ Factory at
Cossimbazar.” ! Clive’s intention wdS to have entered the
gapital that day, but the entry was postponed on account
qfthe Seths having warngd Mr. Watts that there was a plot
te absassinate Clive on his way through the town. While
encamped, at Mandipur Clive received a reply, written the
day Plassey was *won, to his letter of the 20th seeking the
advice of the; Select Committee. He was * instructed toe
force on a decisive engagement if these is any prospect of
satccess.” 2 Clive replied with.caustic severity :

“ I have rgceived your letter of the 23rd instant, the contents
of which are so®indefinite and contradictory that I can put no other
construction on i, than %n inkent o clear yourselves at my explense,
had the expedition miscdrriede ¥ Buts me in mind of the famous

answer of the Delphic oracle to Pyrrhus, ‘Aio fe Zacide Romanos
vincere posse.”’’

i Eyre Coote’s Journal. Clive wrikes: ‘“I encamped without, to prevent
ravage and disortler, first at Mand@poor and afterwards at the French factory

at Sydabad.”—Letter from Cotondl Clive to Select Committee, Fort Saint George,
dated Muxadavad, July 2, 1757, 2 Select Committee, June 23, 1757,

-
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i On June 29 Clive, <escorted -by-.* only ¢ .party of 200
;i]luropeans and 300 sepoys,”. entered Murshlda,_bod wfnch.'_
g:e described in after years a's 15,2

“ extensive, populous\,and rich
as the city of London, with this difference,.that-there are
individuals in the §rst, possessing infinitely gregter properfy »
than any in the last city’s ThRygh the narrow, winding
streets of the capitad, radiant with living masges of colour,
Clive, escorted by his trodp, made his way to a’ palace ande
a garden spaglous engugh to accommodate all the troop which
accompanied him. * Upon the Colonel’s armval Joaggutseat b
and several of the great men, anxious for their fate, sent their
submission, with offers of large presents, which the Colonel
refused, assuring them he desired nothing but their, assistance
in settling the governfent.” * The Hindu millienaires, as
well as other men of property,” Cli%e tol@ the House of
Commons, ““ made me the greatest offers (which{ nevertheless,
are usual upon such occasions, and what they expgctedswould
have been required), and had T accepted these offers, I might
have been in possessmn of mllhons which the present Court
8f Directors ébuld not have dispossessed ,me of : but pre-
ferring the reputatlon of the «Enflish. nation, the mtegest of
the Nabob, and the advantage of the Company, to all pecumary
considerations, I refused all of[ers that were made e, not
only then, but to the last hour of my contmuance in the Cofﬁ’
pany’s service in Bengal.”

In the afternoon Clive, accompanied by Meer Jaffier’s son
Meeran, proceeded in state to the royal palaq’e, where Meer
Jaffier and all the Rajahs and great men of "the court were
waiting for him.” 1In the Rall of audlence was the musnud
or throne, ,which Sura]ah Dowla’ used on State occasions.

1 Letter from Colonel Clive to Select Committee, T ort Samt George, dated
Muxadavad, July 2, 1757. Eyre Coote enters inehis Journal: ,

‘¢ June 29!h.-~—A detachment of Lﬁof the King's tr oofs with 300 seapoys
under the command of Major Grant or8erefl us a guard to the Commander-in-
Chief to go with him to Muxadavad.

¢ June 30th.~—The detachment-ordered yesterday remforced by the Com-
pany’s Grenadiers, 200 seapoys, and two field pieces, escorted Colonel Clive
to Muxadavad the whole army ordered 1@ readiness to march at a moment’s
warning.’ LI

- * Jagat Seth, « the Merchant of the Worda
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As Meer Jafﬁer\declmed taklng his seat on ft, Chve handed
hint to it,"and saluted him as Nawab. He then, “in com-
pliance with the cuséom of the tountry, made his submission
to him as Sogbah, by presenting him with a few pieces of gold ;
which he was followed by all the great men ®present.” !
Clive then addressed theggreat Jobles and officers of state,
and what he sald is told in the letter to the Select Committee
.Whlch Jie wrote the next day: e

GENTLE&JEN,—I «ntered the city yesterday mornh‘g with a party
of 200 Europeans and 300 seapoys, and took up my gquarters at Moraud
Baug near the palage. In the afternocon I waited on Jaffeir Ally
Cawn, being escorted to him by his son. As I found he declined
taking his seat on the musnud, I handed him to 1t and saluted
him as Ngbob, upon which his courtiers congratulated him and
paid him $he usual homage. As this wes a visit of ceremony, we
could enter very little ®mpon business. I only attempted to con-
vince them, that it was not the maxims of the English to war against
the Government, but that Surajah Dowlat not only would not fulfil
the tfeaty he had entered into with us, but was taking measures
by calling in the French to destroy us; but it had pleased God to
overthrow him, and that as the present Nabob was a brave and
good man, the country might expect to be qulet and happy under
him ; that for ourn parts we should not anyways’mterfere in tire

. a[falrg of Government, but l#aveg that Vxhollf to the Nabob; that

as long as his affairs required it, we were ready to keep tl'le field,
«after which we should return to Calcutta and attend solely to com-
erce, which was our proper sphere and our whole aim in these parts.
On my return home I ad a visit from Juggut Seat with whom
% had a good deal of conversation. As he is a person of the greatest
property and influence in the three subahs, and of no inconsiderable
weight at the Mogul’s ‘Court, it was natural to determine on him,
as the properest person to settle the affairs of this Government ;
accordingly when the Nabob returned my visit this morning, 'I
recommended to him to consult Juggnt Seat on all occasions, which
&ie readily assented to, and immediately proposed, that as the money
in the Treasury fell short of his expectations, and was not sufficient
to satisfie his obligations to us, and leave him wherewithal for his
necessary expences, Juggut Seat should likewise mediate that matter
between us; Which proposal wae too agreeable to me to decline,
for, as 1 had sufficient reasorf tothtnk great sums had been secreted
and made away with by his Ministers, it would have been both a
difficult and invidious task for me to have sifted into this affair.
Accordingly we agreed to vzszt oJuggut Seat immediately, that all

L ’Scraff.on, p. 98.
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subjects for heart burnings on tﬁis account on ei.éher side might be
removed out of hand; which being put in practice, Juggut Seat
after a' long but friendly debate settled the® point as follows:
that we should be paid one-hal? of our demmnd immediately, two-
thirds in money and one-third in jewels, plate and goods, and the
other half ghould be paid within three years at thre yearly and
equal payments. Wgen I consider the state of thg Treasury &
it appeared .to us, and that a,sufficiqucy must necessarily be left
to the Nabob for payment of hlS troops, to whom long arrears were
due for services under %he late Nabob, I cannot say*hut the terms
exceeded my expectation. o

As it was absolutely necessary to satisfy Roy Dulub, Who ]
the - principal Minister,’and through whose hands our Qﬁau’s must
pass, I thought it not improper to admit him to a commission of e
5 per cent. and Juggut Seat representing that h& had been a sufferer
of seven lack by the French, and as he was joining in measures for
their extirpation, it was probable he should never get paid ; I agreed,
provided you approved of gc that he might take what googs of theirs.
should be found at their out- -Settlementg, and aurungs,! and the
ballance should be made good by our Company, Srovided he could
not recover it from them. After which he assured us,°that we might
be persuaded of his best services, and rest satisfied that he qwould
get the present Nabob confirmed from Delhi, represenf our trans-
actions in the fairest light, ang procure for us any phirmgund ? we
may,have occasion for. His advice to the Nabob in general was
Lo replace Allyerdi Coagwn’s officers in their old posts.

It was agreed thag letters shouldgbe wrote by the Nabob and
myself o the Naib 3 of Pa®na with offers of friendship, and desiring e«
him to deliver up Surajah Dowlat or-drive him out of thg Provmcek
as we understood he had taken his route that way.

That for fear of refusal we shoul&«keep ourselves in readiness™ <
to march northwards, and that the My Rajah-should be defire@
to prepare to march into the province of Patna on his side.

If you can prevall on the Admiral to fit out ang mann two sloops—
of-war, and let them proceed immediately to Patna, 1t will be very
adreeable to the Nabob and of great service to the gp,neral cause.

I must request the favour to forward to me immediately Persian
copiés of the treaties with Sﬁ}a]ah Dowlat and Jaffeir Ally- Cawn
and the perwannahs and dusticks ¢ given us by the former. If the
translations are ready, I should likewise be glad of them, as I have
brought none of my papers with me.

1 Aurung—from Persian Aurang, ® plac® where goods @re manufactured,

a depot for such goods. During th® Cempmny’s*trading days this term was
applied to their factories for the purchase on advance of native piece goods.
—HoBgsoN-JoBson.

' 2 Phirmqund—Farmdn (from the verb farmidan, to command, order)—a
mandate, an order, a command, a roval.patent

2 Naib—a deputy, a lieutenant. .
¢ Dusticks, dustuck (dastahand, 51gnature)°a passport a permit.

¥
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At the conferénce held at th® Seths’ house.Omichund was
present, “ and Wt.en the real treaty came to be read,” Clive
told the Parliamentary Committeg that “* the indignation ahd
resentment expressed on that man’s countenance bars all
description. *He said, ‘ This cannot be the treaty; it was
avred treaty I saw. That his Lordship replied, ¢ Yes, Omi-
chund, this is a white trea#.’ »* 1°

Accgrding *to Orme,

L J

[ ]
“ &he ® conference being ended, Clive and Scrafton went towards
Omichunfl, who was® waiting in full assuranee of hegying the glad
tidings of hi8 good fortune; when Clive said, ‘ It is now time to
undeceive Omichund ®: on which, Scrafton said to him in the Indostan
language, ‘ Omichund, the red paper is a trick; ypu are to have
nothing.” These words overpowered him like a blast of sulphur;
he sunk baek, fainting, and would have fallen to the ground, had
not one of Ris attendants caught him in h% arms; they carried him
to his palankin, m whicl® they conveyed him to his house, where
he remained meny hours in stupid melancholy, and began to shew
some symptoms of insanity. Some days after, he visited Colonel
Clive ; who atlvised him to make a pilgrimage to some pagoda ; which
he accordingly did soon after to a famous one near Maulda: he
went, and returned insane, his min¥ every day more and more
approaching to idiotism; and, contrary toethe usual manners of
old age in Indostan,*still more to the former excellerfee of his under?
standigg, he delighted in beifg centinugly dressed in the richest
garments, and ornamented with the most costly jewels. fn this
gtate of émBecility, he died about a year and a half after the shock
afp his disappointment.” o®
° *

Orme’s account was adopted by James Mill, who writes :

L J
“ When Omichutd, upon the final adjustment, was told that he
was cheated amd found that he was a ruined man, he fainted away
and lost his re#son. He was from that moment insane. Not arf
Englishman, not even Mr. Orme, bas yet expressed a word of

sympathy and regret.” 2

But Omichund did not become a ruined man by the loss
of his blackmail, and éhere is substantial reason to doubt the
accuracy of Orme’s statement, Swith regard to the effect the
disappointment had on his intellect. On July 8 Scrafton
wrote to Drake, *“ Omichund shams sick, and swears he has

1 Repert of the Select (onimittee.
2 “ History of Brifiste India,” Vol. IIL, p. 136, by Mill.
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lost faith in man.” The Select Committed wrote to Clive
on.July 6: It would be better that Omichund Wwas in Cal-
cutta lest he do prejudice to'the causg.” Clive, however, did
not act on their advice, for a month after he ewrote to the
Committe® requesting their support to enable QOmichund go
perform his contract for the suply of saltpetre at Patna.
But Omichund contjnued his old game of intrigue, and on

August 6 Clive informed #he Secret Committee:* o o

“ Omichund likewige had merited well whije acting im concert
with Mr. Wat?s, but I had reason to think his intriguing disposition
was carrying him too far in the pursuit of his pgivate inlerest, there-
fore recommended to him a visit of devotion to Malda. He is a
person capable’ of rendering you great services while properly
restrained, therefore not to be wholly discarded.” .

While the Select Ccc’)mmittee was oholding a n.leeting on
June 26, Clive’s brief note, announcing the decisive victory
on the field of Plassey, was ‘* this instant ” handed to,them.
Three days later -* The Admirals and Select Committee
sent him the following letter of congratulation: *

o ‘“Therevolugion effébted by your gallant conduct, and the bravery
of the officers and soléiers under you és of extraordinary importance,
not ondy to the Company But to the British natlon in general® that®
we think it incuambent to return you and your officers our sincerg
thanks on behalf of His Britannic Majesty and the East India Com-
pany for your behaviour on this critf®#®l and important occasic.)n.a
: o

- The same day Watson sent him the following. private-
note : S ' . *

Dear Sir,—Your Letter of the 23 ins* to the Secret Committee
& myself informing us of your«Success against tht. Nabob Saraja
Dowla has given me tht gregfest Pleasure. M" Pocock desires to
joyn w*™ me in Congratulating you thereon, & in best Wishes for
the same good success in all you undertake, that our Affairs may
be soon Happily Settled, & a Speedy end put j® the present
Troubles. . ° T

’ [-Y L] . (]
On June 80 Clive replied’in® tHese words :

I return you many thanks for your Obliging Letter: every thing
has ended to our wishes as will Appear by the Enclosed Letter to
which I beg Leave to refer you. Th&8Nabob is preparing a present
for you & Admiral Pocock & will reques? a# the same time that You
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will fit out 2 or % Armed Sloops to proceed immédiately to Patna

should any *Disturpances arise there & the Army be Obliged to

March. *

L
On July 2 he forwarded the following to the Select Com-
mittee : °

GeENTLEMEN,—1I have received the letter yJu did me the honour
to write. Whatever merit y be 8ue to me in this affair is over-
paid by the no}ice you have taken of it. I shall not fail to acquaint

othe offieers with your sentiments of tieeir behaviour.

o If my last I informed you the Nabob was fully confirmed and
proclaim®d &ubah ofethe three Provinces, and $o-day he.sends presents
to the two &dmirals and President.

Surajah Dowlat evill be in the City this evening; the Nabob,
who is a humane, generous and honest Prince, intends only to con-
fine him and to allow him all the indulgence which a prison can
admit of. -«

Yesterday we began to embark thee®treasure in boats, and in
two days shall despatch®under a proper guard 75 lack, two-thirds
of the sum stipulated to be paid in ready money off hand, 33} belong
to the Company, 164 to the navy and army, 161 to private Europeans,
and 9°to the Blacks. :

I must therefore request the favour of Admiral Watson to send
the boat$ of the squadron as far as ®udia to escort the treasure to
Calcutta, our whole force being necessary lere on many occasions ;
our guard will conduct them as far as that place, ®ind: deliver over

. the cparge of the treasure tc® tha comn;andlgg officer of the boats
as soon as he arrives ; each boat contains one lack in a large chest,
*hailed down and sealed.

’? The joy of the settlefhent when they heard of Plassey
was unbounded. Captain Latham, the admiral’s aide-de-
camp, a staunch friend of Clive, wrote to him on July 5:

\J
“ We talle of great doings on this happy occasion and expect
a world of guns to be fired and the Ladies all to get footsore with
dancing. 1 can assure you that a Bgmper goes to your health each
slay in every house from the Admiral’s downwards.”’? ]
Besides the gifts to the two admirals and the President,
Clive himself receiveqd a private donation of £160,000 from the
grateful Nawab.? The ac'geptﬁnce of the present by the two

1 Letter from Captain Latham, Calcutta, July 5, 1757.

2 ¢ His Lordship being asked, What might be the particular value in money
or jewels received by him and such other gentlemen as he may recollect ? said,
He received about 16 lack of rupegs elear, after deducting commission and all
other articles ; ®that he received wo jewels, but all in meney ; that he believed
Mr. Watts might receive altogether about 8 lack ; Mr. Walsh about 5; there
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admirals was net contrary too“ the King’s '%ﬁgula;_ti'ons,” nor
the acceptance by the President and Clive, contrary to any
* existing rule of the Company, whose servants they were.
- When the directors heard that these large presents had been
made, they, wrote that they did not intend “to break in upon
any sums of mone§ whieh have been given by the Nawab
to particular persons by way of frcd gift or gratuity for their
services.” Clive refuled tq accept any gifts froln the nobles

and bankers of Murshidabad, but he regarded the f)réSeni;
from the Nagab as a legitimate token of *gratitude Yor the
service he had rendered. He made no cgncealm.ent of the «
transaction. He mentioned it in his official and' private
letters. He wrote at the time to John Payne:

. » Exclusive of which Treaty or any Agreement whatever, the
Nabob of his own Free will for the Serviceg rendered him made me
a present much beyond my Expectations, part of®which I bestowd
on those immediately about me & one or two of the Prificipal Officers :

I never made the least Secret of this Affair—but always thought
the World ought to be acquainted with the Nabob’s Gratitude.

As to what was given to tje Committee, perhaps yoy, will say
very undeservedly, I may venture to assure you, what is no Secret,

. that without sorge sucheprovision I should have found it a difficult
Task to have executecythe late Gloriggs Expedifion.

Thug Sir. you have matters of Fact as to private Money® Con-+ ,
cerns; if I had been disposed to grow rich by receiving presents
from any other Hands but those of the Nabob, surely no dne had
ever the like Opportunity ; but there ®aot that man living among™ <
the daily Temptations which Offerd who can accuse me of .recei{ring?
anything of Value but from the Nabob himself. I have troubled
you with these particulars because among some it;may be tomputed
as a Crime my being rich : if it be a crime, you Sir are truly acquainted
with the Nature of it. ' : .

In_the, dusk of the ewsning on July 2 Surajah Dowla
was brought a prisoner to, Murshidabad. Eleven days had®

BA A B W TR B DA e 3 s P

were 3 or 4 more, but could not recollect the sums; that he thigks Mr. Scrafton
had’ 2 lack, but is not certain: These donations were given exclusive of the
sums stipulated for the gentlemen of t Committee,° counciliearmy, and navy.
. His Lordship also said, Thate these presests were not paid down at
the time, but by installments; and in a subsequent part of his Lordship’s
evidence (which is placed here in order to lay the subject matter more con-
nectedly before the house) being asked, by what installnents the presents,
over and above those stipulated for the army, navy, council, and committee,
were paid ? he said, that he knew of no®agreement, but theygwere paid half
down, and half in about 15 months, to the Seet of his remembrance.”
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;passed since ﬂyiné from the battffield he reached the splendid
palace which an ancestor had built as the capital. He had
'filled it with hidden, treasure, and the next day he was
employed in bringing it’ out and “ in lavishing considerable
sums among Ris troops to engage them to another Rattle, but
t®no purpose.” He sought the advice of his chief officers.
“Some advised him to dliver himself up to the Colonel,
against whorg*he could have no hoRe of Buccess, having been
fvgice-défeated by him.” But this advice the Nawab regarded
.as the atlvice of traitors. When about twelve gt night the
, fatal news ewas brought him of Meer Jaffier’s arrival in the
city, closely followed by the British force, he was filled with
fear, and he resolved to flee. )
‘ ‘“He pu.t Lutf-en-nessa (Lutf-unnisa) dis consort and a number
of favourites into covered, coaches and covered chairs, loaded them
with as much gol® and as many jewels as they could contain, and

taking with hifl a number of elephants, with his best baggage and
furnituge, he.quit_ted his palace about three in the morning and fled.”’?

His intention was to join M. Law, who was hastening to
his assistance, but instead of taking the direct road to Raj-
mahal, Surajah Dowla, feeling certaifi thateorders would
be segt to the neighbourin® rajahs tg intercept him, took a
cross road and made his way to a landing-place where boats

-t all times were kept re.aiiy, and the fugitives immediately
ggnbarked on them. After a stiff pull up the stream for nearly
seventy miles, the shore opposite to Rajmahal was reached
on June 80. S Surajah Dowla and his women being consumed

! Seir Mutaquherin, Vol. L, pp. 770-771—C(live’s evidence. Clive states:
““ That when Serajfh Dowla arrived at the city, his palace was full of treasure®
but with all that treasure, he could not purchase.the confidence of his army ;
he was employed in®lavishing considerable®ums among his troops, to engage
them to another battle, but to no purpose. About twelve at night the fatal
news was brought him of Meer Jaffier’s arrival at the city, closely followed by
the English army,; he then in despair gave up all for lost, and made his escape
out of one of the palace windows, with only two or three attendants.” Scrafton
writes : “ He disggised hinfelf inea megn dress, and stole out of a window in
the dead of night, with no attendgnts by one faithful €unuch.” Orme says:
“ Having disguised himself in a mean dress, he went secretly at ten o’clock at
night out of a windo®%, carrying a casket of his most valuable jewels, and
attended only by his favourite concubine and the eunuch.” Watts and Walsh
wrote to Clive on June 26: ‘° Su Rajah Dowlat we found had escaped with
very few attendgnts at 12 at nightdaVing sent off at 10 in the morning all his
women, 50 loaded elephants, caar®ing all his jewels and some gold Mohurs.”
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with hunger landed there, and proceeded .to the cell of a
Mohammedan dervish, named Dana Shah, end asked himto
give them some food. He® received them courteously and
proceeded to prepare some kedgeree. The dervish considered
the partyewere only some of the many travellers who passgd
that way, for Surajah Dowla hagd_disguised himself in mean
attire The susplclons of the dervish were, however, aroused
“on casting his eyes on the very rich slippers *of his_guest.’’
He questioned the boatman, who soon gave him full mf&rma
tion. - ¢ Thlsb man whoim he had either disobliged or. oppressed
in the days of his full power rejoiced at this fair’ "epportunity
of glutting his resentment and enjoying Ris revenge ” 1 He
dispatched a messenger informing Meer Cossim,? the’ Governor
of Rajmahal, Meer Jaﬂier s brother-in-law, of his® discovery,
and, in order to allay suspicion, he kept hlmself busy pre-
paring the food. On..the receipt of the 1ntglhgence Meer
}Cossun and Meer Daud crossed tbe river ,and,,ﬂproceedlng to
'the cell of the dervrsh selzed the ~unfortunatt fugltlves
Sura]ah Dowla was, drspatghed at once under .a, strqng guard
by boat. to Murshldabad

'{ - Mir-casseni-qhan, who had got Lutf-nessa in his power, engaged

her, partly by threaf’s apd pardly By promises, to disclosey where,
was heéY casket of jewels; and this casket, the value of which could
not be computed but by lacs, fell in his hands of course. Miredaud, oh
this example, laid his hands upon the aghgr ladies, and seized whateyan <
he could come at ; so that the people with them, on seeing how matteEs
went, made haste to seize whatever was of their conveniency.”

On _July 2 SuraJah Dowla was._led asha felon through

the streets of the capltal t 1s former palace. ¢
- g R A

“ He was in so Wretched a condrtlon that the people of God,
who saw him in that wretch®dness, and remembered the dehcacy,
the glory, and the care and pomp in which he had been bred from
his very infancy, forgot at once the ferocity of his temper, and the
shameful actions of his life, and gave themselves up°to every senti-
ment of pity and compassion, on beholdmg %im pasg by.”

On hearing of the arriv8l of Qurajah Dowla, Meer Jaffier

‘“ held a’council of his most intimate friends, a.bout the disposal of
hlm, who all agreed that it Would be dangerous to grant h1m his

P

3‘*1 Seir Mutaqherm, Vol. 1., p.. 77:) .o - 2 Mir Kasen? Ali Khan
4‘ 3 Seir Mutaqherm, VoL 8., p. 776.
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life, but that he sh&ld immediately be put to death, lest the Colonel’s
clemency and modgration should plea for his preservation.” 2

As Meer Jaffier Was.not prepared to incur the odium of
putting him éo death, he committed him to his son Meeran,?
‘ayecommendjng him earnestly in public o take %the surest
methods to prevent his esgape, Qut &t all events to preserve
his life.” 3 Meeran, the Mohammedan l}istorian informs us,
evas “‘ more eXpeditious and quick-minded in slaughtering people
and “In Lcommitting murders ” than his father: *“ having a
peculiar kffack at’such matters, and looking ugon every in-

* famous or atrocioug deed as an act of prudence and foresight.
His system was, that such sensations, as pity and compassion,
answered no other purpose but that of spoiling business.”
Meeran ordered Surajah Dowla to be confined near his own -
apartment, and, he then proposed to his friends that they ~
should go ateonce and slay him. * This was peremptorily
refusegd by them all, to a man, not one of them chusing to sully
his hands with so ugly an action ; and some even complained
of the proposal.” At length oneeMohammed Beg * accepted
the commission, which so many had 1gjected with indigna-
%ion.” When the "assassin, accompanied tpr the'guard, enterel
*the r8om in whiclt the royal piisonerewas confined,

“ Sefadi-ed—doulah had no sooner cast his eyes upon that miscreant

Mgt an he asked, whether he wasnot come to kill him ?  And the other
#avihg answered in the affirmative, the unfortunate Prince, on this
confession, despaired of his life: he humbled himself before the
Author ofeall merc.ies, asked pardon for his past conduct, and then
turning to his®* murderer, ‘ They are not then,’” (broke he with a

- passionate to'ne. of voice), ‘ they are not satisfied with my being
ready to retire into some corner, there to end my days upon a pension *:
‘here he paused a while ; anld, as if remollecting something, he added)

! Serafton, p. 99. z Miran.

3 Watts’s Memoirs, p. 107. WWatts remarks: ‘“ It has been surmised, and
very probably nbt altogether without Grounds, that there was something of
Collusion in this [Jatter beween the Father and the Son; a Thing indeed not
at all unfrequent 1n this Paygt of the W#ld; and what made it pass for a Kind
of Justice, was the Remembranc® that Beople had, that this unhappy young
Man, Suraja Dowlal, Iad been often employed in the very same Acts, by the
old Suba, Aliverdy Cawn, who availing himself of the sanguinary Disposition
of his Grandson, made use of him to remove such as through Avarice, Sus-
picion, or Rese.ntment, he inclineg ®0 have taken away, and then, to save
Appearances, disavowed the Fgch”

L
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‘ No—they are not,—and I must die—to ator® for JHossein-culi-
;qhan’s murder.” He had no time to say more ;®for at these words
gthe butcher smote him repeatedly with his sabre ; and some strokes
ifalling upon. that beauteous face of. his,. s renowned all over Bengal
‘for it’s re ulanty and sweetness, the Prince.sunk.ch, the _ground :
‘but with these words in his mouth: ° Enough—tha} is enough-el
jam done for,—and Hossein-guli-ghau’s.. death ,is..revenged.’” On
attering these words, he fell on his fice, returned his soul to it’s
Maker, and emerged ottt of thls valley of miseries, by syading through

his own blood : his body was. hacked to pieces,.by.strokes’wifhou?
number, and. the mangled carcase bemg thrown .ACFOSS the back ®f

an elephant, was carried throughout the. most® ff'equen'ted parts of
the city, by way of notlfylng the accession of the new soverezgn : but o
what is singular, and yet is universally attestefl, the elephant-driver
having for some particular business of his own, stopped for a moment,

it chanced to be precisely at-Hossein-culi-qhan’s door, where some
drops of blood were seen go drop from the mangled bod‘y, and they
fell on the very spot where that noblemgp had been muldered but
two years. before.”” ¥

Thus perished Surajah Dowla in the twentleth year of
his age and the fifteenth me of h1s relgn. g His dehght
was in cruelty and bloodsked, “and it happened unto him.
Meer Jaffier paid Clige a visit, “ and thought it necessary to
palliate the nr';atter,D on motives of policy®for that Surajah
Dowlag had on the road ®rote fetters to many of the Zem®ndars®
of the army and occassioned some commotion among thepa
in his favour.” 3 .0 e
On_July. 8. the day that the mangled. remains of Sura]al?
Dowla were bemg paraded, through the streets of Murshida-
ba.d a_procession of two hundred. great coﬂntx‘y .boats-laden
Wlth treasure ﬂoated down the trlbutary stream on which
tbe city stands. A strqpg detachment f{'om the army
escorted it. L

! Seir Mutagherin, pp. 778-779.

2 Stewart’s History., Watts writes: ‘° Such was the end of Suraja Dowlat,
in the Prime of his Youth, being at the Hour of hgs Death scarce Twenty-five
Years of Age. An End suitable ‘to h#® Life? which had beef spent in Violence
and Blood}” ° ° ¢ .

9 Letter from Colonel Clive to Secret Committee, Longon, dated Muxadavad,
July 26, 1757. Watts states that when Meer Jaffier appeared displeased at
Surajah Dowla being put to death, “ his Son alleged, that the captive Suba
had found means to write and convey Egtters upon the Road to several Jemi-
dars, in order to excite a Revolt in the Arﬁw.- to prevent wleich, he knew no
other certain Remedy than that of deprlwngahlm of Life, which he thought
was likewise better done, without expecting any farther Orders.”
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“ As soop as they entered the great river, they were joined by
the boats of the sqquadron ; and all together formed a fleet of 300
boats, with music playing, drums beating, and colours flying ; and
exhibited to the French and Dutch, by whose settlements they passed,
a scene far d#ferent from what they had beheld the year before,
whien the Napob’s fleet and army passed thgm, with ‘the captive
English, and all the wealth %d plunder *of Calcutta.” *

The fleet #eached Calcutta on July 6y and the joy of the
“ettlement was unbounded.

Clive rgmained at Murshidabad, striving to surmount the
complicateg difficultics of his great enterprise. He had by
the force, of arms pht on the throne of Bengal a military* com-
mander in the place of a prince who reigned ‘by birthright,
not derived from a long line of illustrious predecessors, but
from his*® grandfather another milftary usurper. But to
establish a ggvernment for the great province free from the
danger of revolution and invasion was no light task. He
first flad to bring the refractory deputy princes, who were
in leagug with the French, to sybmission. M. Law, with a
large body of officers and about two hupdred French soldiers,
had marched down as far as Rajmahalgto Sura]ah Dowla’s
sassist@nce, and weére within thfee hotirs of him when he was
taken prisoner. As soon as Law heard of the Nawab’s cap-

waire, he retired by forceq gnarches. Clive sent a detachment
and?r Major Eyre Coote, consisting of 220 British troops and
500 sepoys with a detail of artillery, in pursuit of him.

The equitable®distribution of the treasure sent to Calcutta
was the nexXt matter which engaged Clive’s attention. Thg
compensation to be given to the different sufferers was settled
without much friction, but the distribution payable to the
army and navy proved a difficult and delicate task. In order
to grapple with it, Clive assembled a Council of War to which
officers were deputed ﬁ'om every-branch of the troops employed.
It was agreed “ that eve?‘ythlng should be determined in
this Council of War by the Majority of Votes.” 2 It was
further * avreed that the Offigers and Sailors belonging to the

! Scrafton, p 98. . o '
2 Qriginal MS. of “ A Council of War held at Muxadavad, July 3, 1757.”
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[ ]
Squadron which came with the Army on tbls Expedztlon to
Muxadavad are not to receive Prize Money, with tie Military.”
Clive protested vigorously against thisedecision. Four days
after the meeting of the Council, Clive wrote to, Watson :

“1 took the firg opportunity of a little spare time to call,a
Council of War for the dlvision of fhat share of the prize money
which belongs t0 the army. am soYry to say, that several warm
and selfish debates #rose; and I cannot help thmklng, that the:
officers belonging to the nav9 with the expedition have had-injustice
done them, in not being allowed to share agreeable to the land divisien,
which was cgrried against them by a great fajoritye—Fnclosed I
send you the proceedings of the Council-of War. Th’e last article,
after having been in a manner agreed to, wa again brought upon.
the carpet; and notwithstanding I represented to the ‘gentlemen,
in the strongest sense, that the money could not be divided till it
was shroffed, and the agents of both parties present,swithout’ the
greatest injustice to the®navy, they still persisted in *giving their
opinions for an immediate division of tBe money; upon which I
over-ruled their votes, and broke up the Council ofeWar.

“ Yesterday I received the enclosed paper and protest, which
you have with my answer. I have put those officers®*who {)rought
the paper in arrest, and ordered Captain Armstrong, one of the ring-
leaders, down to Calcutta this morning. The Major whs deputed
Jto me by the gfficers tw desire I would forget and forgive what was
past, upon a propey acknowledgment in writing: I promised to
comply with his request, s» that*l beg you will ©iot make thlgpubhc
till you hear further from me.”

The following letter, addressed §o the malcontent officepeem

shows the qualities—directness, vigour of .statement,® aml
cogency of argument—which mark Clive’s official communica-
tions : *
e GENTLEMEN,—I have received, your remonstran&e and protest.
Had you consulted the dictates of your own reason, those of justice,
or the respect due to your c'ﬁnmandmg officer, I em persuaded such
" a paper, so highly injurious to your, own honour as officers, could
never have escaped you.

You say you were assembled at a council to grve your opmlon
about a matter of property. Ryay, Gentl®men, hgw comes it that
a promise of a sum of moneyofrom ghe Wabob, entirely negotiated
by me, can be deemed a matter of right or preperty ? So very far
from it, it is now. in my power to return to thé Nabob the money
already advanced, and leave it to his option, whéther he will perform
his promise or not . . You have stgrmed no towng, and -found the
money there’; neither did you find it ®n whe plains of Plassey, after
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the defeat of the Napob. In short, Gentlemen, it pains me to remind
you, that what you are to receive is entirely owing to the care I took
of your interest. Had I not interfergd greatly in it, you had been
left to the Company’s g'enerosity, who perhaps would have thought
you sufficientlygrewarded, in receiving a present of six months’ pay ;
in return for which, I have been treated with the greates® disrespect
an8 ingratitude, and, what is still worse, you h&ve flown in the face
of my authority, for over-ruli® an opinion, which, if passed, would
have been highl.y injurious to your own repufation, being attended
with injustice 0 the navy, and been &f the worst consequences to
ﬂlg cmuse of the nation and the Company.

I shalh tUerefore,.send the money down to Calcut{a, give direc-
tions to the agents of both parties to have it shroffed ; and when

* the Nabob signifies hig pleasure (on whom it solely depends) that the
money be paid you, you shall then receive it, and not before.

Your behaviour has been such, that you cannot expect I should
interest mysglf any further in your concerns. I therefore retract
the promise, I made the other day, of negotiating either the rest
of the Nabob’s prgmise, os the one third which was to be received
in the same manger as the rest of the public money at three yearly equal

paymen't s . I am, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient, humble servant,
MOORSHEDABAD, . (Signed) Ros®™ CLIVE.

July 5, 1757.

e
The officers withdrew their protest, ang hav’ng offered at
the same time an® ample apoldgy f8r having presented it,
Clive at once replied, and his letter illustrates the generosity
ysmggd manly sense of his chagacter :

® o« .GENTLEMEN,-I have ever been desirous of the love and good
opinion of my officers, and have often pursued their interest in prefer-
ence of my own, What passed the other day is now forgotten, and

I shall always be glad of an opportunity of convincing you how
much . *
. I am, Gentlemen,

e Your most obedi®ht, humble servant,
(Signed) Ros’ CLIVE.

MOORSHEDABAD, )

oth July,e 1757

o :
[ ] d [ J
While Clive was arranging matters at Murshidabad, he
received the following communication from Drake, dated
July 8: “From a private letter it appears that the Marl-
borough is off, Ingelee with,Mfs. Clive and other ladies and

gentlemen from town® of Vizagapatam.” The same post
€
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brought Clive the startling news that the*important factory
at Vizagapatam had been captured by BuSsy. At a meeting
of the Madras Commlttee, held on June 16, it had been
declared ; o :

“As V1zagapatam is,a settlement of very cousiderable velue
to our Honorable Masters as avell agyfor the quantity of cloth there
provided as in consideration of its being now the only inlet to the
Northern Countries Teft ingour possession, we. are®of opinion that
it is necessary to secure it by all means possible against theoattatk

of the enemy.” . o *

0 :
But “ as the superiority of the French in this Province, o
and the unfinished state of our fortifications will by no means
suffer us to weaken ourselves by any detachments from hence,”
it was agreed to write to Colonel Clive directing lam to return
with troops early in July and to Ignd at°Vizag.apatam “if
the state of the settlement should render it ngcessary.” The
risk of the settlement passing into French possession was -
greater than the Madras Committee judged it t0 be. When
the Marlborough entered the port of Vizagapatam $he factory
.was found tg be insested by the van of Bussy’s army. Cap-
tain Brohier, the &ladras enginegr, who Had been transferred
to Bengal in order t® reconstruct the Yuined fortificationts
of Calcutta, was on board, and the folloWing lekten, writben
by him at the moiment, is an intesesting addition to the recoetz=
of the time: * e

D* Sir,—We sailed from Madras the 20* Ult® reached Vizagp™
the 24 and found the place invested by the Vait of Mons’ de Bussy’s
o Army, I went ashore that evening and the next morning visited
all the Batterys & found them in tollerable good®order with every
body Alert at their Posts €ring on some of thg Enemys who had
taken possession of the Adjacent Heights which indeed commamd
all the Place, the Western side is entirely open at least 1200 yards
and had nothing before it but a fordable river, th¢*Fort in itself is
only a house surrounded Wlth a Quadbangular irregular garden
Wall at the angles of which ’gh y have form d flahks of 10 & 12 f*
and 20 to 25 f* faces the Rampart Within is from 10 to 17 f* broad
but two sides of it form’d with the tarrasses of Godowns incapable
of bearing Cannon the Parapets without banquets are incapable
of admiting small arms to fire oveg till they are cut down afoot &
.2 half As a banquet added to them %mwight sink the %arrasses by it’s
weight in short the Place not being tenable against the Force that

L
t
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Mons? de Bugsy hat it was Unanimously agreed that the Europeans
should all embarkson board the Marlborough and an Officer left
with the Topasses & Seapoys to cove? the retreat of the Troops and
to Capitulate on the best terms he could with M de Bussy after their
embarkation b& M de Bussy having appear’d with the grest of his
Anny and Encampt within 3 Miles of the Fortesent a Summons to
Surrender the Place to him agg was answer’d he should have it on
. honourable terms, which weré that the Garrison should march out
with All the henours of War and that all prtvate property should
e segure to the proprietors ; his Ans®%er was that the Europeans
of he Garrison should be Prisoners of War ; as to the black troops
they should shave th® liberty to go where they pleased, and as to
the rest of M® Perceval’s demands he should have no reason to be
dissatisfied, o
The Wind blowing fresh & the Barr high, all the-Boat & fisher
men having fled the Place on the Approach of the Army, the em-
barcation of the Troops was thought impra({ticable as We experienced
Cap'! Macleotl & his people & myself having very nearly lost our
lives three times ift Attemﬁ)tg to come off & were at last obliged to
leave 5 Men behid one of which was drownded attempting to embark
afterwa
The E’lace'havmg been deliver’d Up, the 26 about Noon we Welgh d
in doing whlch lost our Anchor and game here to get another, Mr
Perceval havmg wrote to request We should Stay a few days to take
him & the rest of the Gentlemen Prisoners 8n Parolg, on board in.
our Way to Bengall, they are ngw come down & will all embark with
the Ladies of that Settlement this®Even®g when We shall jmme-
dlately welgh
* This goes by John Murphy on board of whom I have 2 of my
ok rses & some furniture and dmsvoice of which I sent you in a former
Lettef by him which I hope you will receive and order to be put
in some Godown with those I have sent you already by the Pro-
teclor, hopimg to havg the Pleasure of embracing you Soon I am most
truly
* Dear Sir
Your most obedient
. & 1fost hum' servt
SRip Marlborough J. BRoHIER
BimirLipaTAM Roap
1st July 1757.
Bussy’s Forceg, before ®Vizaga” wgs—
300 Fremch ¢
200,Germans J
200 French Horse & Houssars
150 Artilery. 30 Pieces of Cannon
o 200 Morrattoge &
6000 Seapoy®

Infantry

M* ROBERTS
*
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Clive could not leave Murshidabad and &he army so Iong
as the result of Eyre Coote’s expedition was undecided. On
July 6 Eyre Coote marched from thefe, and the following
day “ he contmued his rout by water, only the Sepoys march-
ing by land on the banks of the river.” On the 8th._he Igft
the boats and European soldiers wpder the command of Cap-
tain Alexander Gragt and pushed on by land in order to over-
take the advanced body®of sepoys. On the 9th he wrotg
to Clive from Sooty, where the Hugli ends and the Buwra

Gunga or Gteat Ganges commences : .
. «

“1 arrived at Sotti last night, finding that the Horse, Seapoys
&c. had left that place Yesterday. I am now pushing on In the two
Bolias * I had from the Nazir, in order to Join them, & Expect to
be at Rajamal with thewm In 4 Days. I shall hait th,ere one day
where I hope to have your Orders whetdher I shall proceed.”

[}

He adds in a postscript :

L] . '
“If I find any possibility of Coming up with their Boats hefore
they arrive at Patna I shall rot Halt at Rajamal but pgoceed with
the advanced Party 83 leave the Rear to be brought up by Cap!

®* °*Grant.” R .
Clive, in acknowledting this letter, wrote as follews on
July 11: : . . .

“ You will please to continue the pﬁmult of them as fast as possibd&—=
and to detain the Seapoys with you, but to let them proceed afier
and harrass them if they are not able to fight them.”

. e ,
The previous day Eyre Coote wrote to Clive,as follows :
*®
““ I shall this night be at Rajamal, where I must stay till: the
Party comes up, as the Sefpoys have neither Ammunition nor are
they Strong enough to think of proceeding till Joind by the reSt.
One Company has not above 100 Cartridges. As soon as I am joind
by Cap® Grant I purpose to proceed with all the Forces I can muster
to give the enemy Battle: shquld they réluse to Accept of Terms,
—1I must request youll forwaml to rge inethe most expeditious way
a supply of French Cartridges, some round §& Grape Shot for the
6 Pounders; & Some more money. The Seapoys have seized upon

1 Boleas—Indian boat, very long, btteso narrow that the seats only accom-
modate one man. They carry; howevep, ga multxtude of rowers, and are
remarkable for their swiftness.

i
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M* Alex’ De Sousy,® the Frenchman who offerd his Service to you
at Sydabad, he was,in a Dooly & in a moors Dress going as he says
to Patna. His Letter to Major Granf I inclose & wait Your orders
regarding him—As I hdve wrote to Cap® Grant to join me with all
Expedition & groud leave Sotti this morning, I expect he’ll be at
Ra;ljamal in Three Days.” .

That nig}.lt Eyre Cootgy * with ‘the advanced party of
Sepoys and a_small body of the Nabob’s auxiliaries,” arrived
at liajmaha?, and the next day &he boats anchored close
upon the town. Bengal, trenched and levelled, was left be-
hind and 8, new scene opened on them. A range of hills,
“ beautiful *blue angl woods” ran up the southern bank for
many miles. At Rajmahal Eyre Coote halted for two days.
He wrote to Clive on the 11th complaining that the two chief
military ofﬁ.icers refused to accompany dim further than twelve
miles, ¢ till they dave ti%e Nabob’s positive orders.” He adds:

“1 therefore.request Sir youll be pleased to direct me how I shall
proceed & If, you think It proper That I shoud be joind, & Assisted
by any of the Country forces ; that they May have the Nabobs Orders
to march where I march, & obey what Orders I give them. But If
you think that With the Force I have, which amounts to 200 Europeans,
four hundred & odd seapoys (their Companys being geeatly deficient)
To pursue M* Law, whose Forqe by, the best Idtelligence is near 200
Europ&ns, 300 seapoys, & 6 p° Cannon ® I shall upon the Receipt
of your answer, which I beg may be as soon as possible, proceed.—
Hitherto we have made the greatest Expedition, notwithstanding

e Difficulties we have la#bfrd under. If I receive your Letter
¥y tomorrow night, my not being joind by the Nabobs Troops will
have hitherto Occasiond us no delay. As Parriar Arrack is deemd
very unwholesogre & hope yowll order some good Arrack & Biscuit
to follow us.—We labour under many disadvantages by the Nabob’s
having given noeDirections to the People to look upon us as friends
& going upon his Business. I leave It to your better Judgement to
determine whethe? Were we orderd to return It woud not hurt us
in the QOpinion of the Country powers Considering how ready the
french are to Inyent Stories & to represent things in the worst Light.”

The voyage, up the Ganges gt the stormiest season of the
year was full of advefiture The mighty river at this time
of inundation was®many miles in width, like an arm of the
sea, and when a monsoon storm, sudden and violent, burst,

[ J
1 Eyre Cooteespells the name.f_)e Sousy, Sausure, and Saussure (Eyre
Coote’s letters, Powis MSS.). e Br8ome spells the name Saussure.
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the Wave.s were as the w‘aves of the sea. The boatmen were
helpless and the strong wind drove many of the olumsy boats
~on to the banks or one of the numeroug islets of sand. Eyre

Coote reported to Clive on the 18th the boats that were lost
or damaged :

“ 1 have Reced® your two Letter dated the 9% % 11** Instants
I acquainted you in my last tnder d2te the 11 of the Loss of the
Boat with all the Arrack many of the rest were very near sharing
the same Fate. 'The Small®Amunition & one of the *Tumbril Boats
arrived only Yesterday Occasiond by the Strong Current & byPtheir
wanting half o’chelr Complement of Dandies.l-—The roughrfess of the
River & badness of the Boats & Tackle has made Sgveral of our
Dandies leave us here for fear of the Danger Ia proceeding to Patna.
—As to sending forward the Seapoys It was Impossible There being
betwixt this & Baglepoor 5 Nullas which they could not pass without
Boats, and they likewise wanted Amunition, which I would not supply
them with before this Day2—Ever since I arrived here I hatve employed
all the hands could possibly be procured i refitting the Boats which .
are still in a very Shatterd Condition—The Phousdanxi 2 of this Place
has promised to get me 10 Boats by tomorow, & an additional Number
of Dandies: I hope he’ll be as good as his word elst I cant help
dreading the consequences to our fleet in its present Condition. Let
it be as It will, I shall certalnly set out tomorrow & Debend upon
It T shall lose go Timedn executing your Orders ; Esteemlng myself
partlcularly mteresteq, in the success of this EXpedl’uon

In®the same letter he records the fate of Alexander Saus-
sure, who was taken prisoner in a Moor’s dress. He fir§t
came from Burope to Bombay *a$® a volunteer in a SW1§'§$:"
Company of soldiers, but soon after left the Fast Indfa

Company’s service : « . "

“ I mention’d to you in a former Letter That theé Seapoys had
fpprehended on the Road, Disguised in a Moors Dress, Alex® Saussure
& Inclosed to you his Leter addressed to Major Grant. I was
Informed yesterday by the Sergeant of the Grenadiers Devergy, that
he was endeavouring to Corrupt him to desert & to Carry over as
many of the men with him as he Could The Serggant seeming to
Come into his scheme Induced him to disglose the Project he had
formed for his Escape, by the°Comﬁvance of a s@apoy one of the
Guard that attended him. e sho%d him also a Letter he was
writing to M* Law (a Copy of which I Inclose®to you) Upon the
Report of the Sergeant I sent M* Flaction who seized the Letter.

1 Dandies—Beng. danda, from &amd, a staff, an oar-gboatmen.
2 Phousdar, Fou]dar——a military g&\ornqr of a district.
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Having ordered h1m to be brought before us, he acknowledged he
wrote It: It was $herefore my Opinion as Well as that of all the
Officers that fie meréted Death as a Spy & he was accordingly Hanged.
The Seapoy is to be trieq this Day by @ Court Martial of the Subedars.
I have ordered the Sergeant for his Fidelity 100 R® which I hope
you will not th®nk too much for the Service he has done. The Trifle
of Money found on De Sausure I shall be Answergple for tothe Agents.
You see sir how much the Frgnch merlt‘the Indulgence you grant
them! This very man having had® your Liberty to go where he
pleased.” . .
. .
» Ift his letter to Law, Saussure wrote :

L
“You, S?;, have .it in your power, with the troogs under your
command, tb get the better of the English detachment, who are
now in pumuit of you. In the twinkling of an eye, you may entirely
change the face of affairs here. Your name is in high repute among
the Moors, and the military reputation of Mr. Bussy is so great and
dreaded, thq't this party must instantly flg at his very name.” Ie
proceeded with adglsmd Nk Law, by a counter-march, to attack our
troops in the nlght -time, in a certain place which he particularly
described ; assurmg him, that by such a coup he might easily kill
or make prisgners all the ofﬁcers especially those of the Sepoys, who
were more addicted to drunkenness than even the Europeans them-
selves.—IHg concluded his letter withe these words: I wished to
have delivered to you in person this intelli%ence, but on the third
day of my journey, I had the misfortune to be arrésted, disguised .,
like a Moor : I shall do everyething in my pdter however to make
tay esclpe; for whith purpose I beg yol to send with the earer,
a,good Alcgra, who understands the Portuguese language.—The
Engllsh arrived at Rajamaul the 11th instant.”’?

® That Saussure deserved the fate of a spy there is no doubt :

‘“The Sepoy whom he had seduced, was tried the next day
by a court-marttil composed of Subadars and Jamedars, who finding
him guilty of consentlng to connive at, and assist Alexander Sausure
in making his escape, ordered him 500 lashes with a ratan, and to
be turned out of the service.” 2 o

[ ]

This is the first instance on record in the Bengal Army
of a Native Clourt Martial.

On the 15t Eyre Cooteoleftﬂajmahal The sepoys were
still obliged to march by lahd, ahd taking the road running
along the foot of the hills, reached Sikreegully, a village at the
base of a high rocky emlnen.ce. at an angle of the Ganges.

1Ives, p. 150. , ©® 2 Ibid, p. 160.
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. ] [} - .
Eyre Coote visited the celebrated Sikreegully Pass (Diffi-
- cult Pass), - . .

® .
*“ which is a road from about 9 to 12 feet w?de, cut through a rock,
and covered on each side by an impenetrable Jungle or coppice,
while a.riwulet or water-course, very hollow and impassable, runs
near fo the Fultfacks dr gate ; if a ball were discharge® here, it cofld
not go above 100 yards in a Wne, tHR road every where abounding

e

with so many intricate windings.”” 1 , .
] ’ * .
) . o )
On the 16th the fleet was away again, and twoodqys aftér,
Eyre Coote ereached Baghulpore in the province of Behar.
Here he received the following from Clive :

L] ~

MooRrsHEDABAD 13th July 1757.

Sir,—There is such aComplaint against you from $eebnautray
the Phousdar of Rajamal’s Duan, as had (madoe) me blush, tho’
I know not how to give Credit to it. He writes the Forces had
enter’d their Fort, thrown down their Guns and Nogoarras, plunder’d
every part of it, and that the Soldeirs and Seapoys hgve gane into
,all the houses in the town, insulted their women and stole their
effects. Such Behaviour maw give the Country peopleea disgust
to us and be of the utmost ill Consequence to the Company’s affairs.
1 desire that henceforward you will not enter their Forts nor take
anything from them, %ot even ppovigons if to be bought, and that
you wilj have as little confection with Country ‘people as pos3ible. *

The Nabob sends me word the French have left Bagglepoor and
are marching northward. I hope you will be after them as fast as
possible. T shall send you bills for 1% 8r 15000 Rupees on Patpa.

. I am Sir °
"Your most Obedient humble Seryt.
® ¢ Rrt. CLIVE.
~ To Major EYRE COOTE. ' g '

The same day he also®wrote to him thus:

MoORSHEDABAD 13th, July 1757

Sir,—I received your Letters of the Pth and 11th Instants.
I shall very soon inclose to you I®tterd from the NaBob to Phousdars
and Jemedars of the Country to fnake them and their people obey you.
When I sent you after Mr. Law, I gave you positive Orders to pursue
him. Why then do you delay when your force is larger than his ?
I would have you follow him at all Events, whether.you are join’d -

[ ]
' Ives, p. 160.° o
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by Country people,or not. I will give you Orders for some good
Arrack, Biscuit, &, to be sent to you immediately.

I gm Sir
Ybur most Obedient humble Servant
Rt. Cuive,
P.S.—The Nabob has wrote Mr. Law in the most poSitive terms
to® surrender. ® v .
[ ]

To Major Evrre CoOOTE, .
.

. °

. @n July 14 Clive wrote to Coote informing him of the
capture «of ¢Vizagapatam, and he lets drop an ingenious sug-

gestion: °

; ¢ MoOORSHEDABAD 14th July 1757
! Sir,—Vizagapatam was surrender’d to Monsr. Bussie the 26th
June, and Mr. Percival, the Officers and civil gentlemen are come
down on thplr parole. Should there be am absolute necessity either
for your being obljged toegive battle in a disadvantageous situation
or some other yery urgent Reason, you may then offer Monsr. Law
that himself, the Officers and civil Gentlemen under his Command
may be exchanged for those come from Vizagapatam. But I would
not have you make use of this liberty without the most pressing
necessity. e The Strictest Orders are gowe from the Nabob to Ramnarain
to pursue Law with the utmost vigour. I dgsire you ’11 do the same.
. I am Sir *
Your mogt Obedlenf humble Servt.

. ® RosT. CHIVE.

To MaisQr EYRE COOTE.

* ®&-  (Clive continued to preés®on Eyre Coote the necessity of a
Vigorous pursuit. 1T rely on your not giving over the pur-
suit,” he says on July 17, * while there is a possibility of over-
taking him.’] Eyre Coote was at the same time employed
in answering the censure implied in Clive’s letters. He wrot®
from Baghulporg on July 18: o
]

1 this morning recd your Letter of the 13th at Calgown as I
was setting ouf for this Place—1I cant help saying that the Paragraph
In It relating to the Positive Orders you gave me at setting out,
To pursue Mr. daw wifh thes utmest expedition, has given me no
small uneasiness. I assute yow Sir, € have oft revolved in my Mind
those Orders, but could not find that any One of them could Oblige
me to do Impossibilities. 1If youll only take the Trouble to peruse
my Letters you’ll find my Reasong for staying two Days at Rajamal
were for \wantoof Dandies d&goats & to endeavour to repair our
Shatterd ones. I may venture to say, had I taken the advice of
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‘e . .
all the Officers of thé Detachment, I shou’d 11.awe made .a longer
stay there than I did : having come Away almost it as bgd a Condition
as I arrived there—As to representing my not having been joind by
the Nabobs forces; I thought It my Duty, as I found I had not near
the Complement you told me I was to Command : & as I lookd upon
it as a slight of the Nabob, to you, his endeavouring irPthis to Deceive
you.—Had you yougself known the fatigue of Body, & uneasingss
of Mind I have sufferd since I ¢game ypon this Expedition, you woud
have pitied me, Instead of Condemning my Conduct: But I thank
God I have long ago Pearnt to bear with Resignatiom this ; & other
Ills attending the Life of a s8ldier—I am persuaded i you Conyerse
with men who are Acquainted with the Journies we have made, thmt
yow’ll find noge of them of Opinion we have beeh Dilatofy In getting

~ halfway to Patna, at this season of the Year, in Ten Ddys. I assure

'

you sir ’tis my greatest Ambition to merit yotr Approbation: But
I fear I have.not yet been so happy, notwithstanding my best
endeavours, as to Obtain It. Last night a Coast Seapoy,who deserted
from the French, joind Mootenbeg—On my Examining him, he told
me he had been In Chancfernagore during the Siege, & When taken,
he & several more were set at Liberty by Kissnésing, & told to go
where they pleased: Upon which he & the rest of @hem went, and
Joind Mr. Law—About 10 Days ago he says he left them egcampd
at Mungeer, amounting to about 140 Europeans and®90 seapoys,
all well armed, with 5 p* Canngn & were in no want of Arzlmunition
—That not having reced his Pay for some Time, & having had some.
Words with his Jemedarg had Induced him to Come & Offer his service
to us—Mootenbeg haserepresented to me, That the Seapoys grumble
a good deal, at the long & painftl Marches they have been ebliged.
tomake : & that there were 3 or 4 of them whom he Could not Account
for who had Dropt behind. I desired he would endeavou? td hearteh
the Men, & keep up their Spirits: & that I woud represent to you=>
their Fatigues, & if you thought It proper you woud make thema

some Additional Allowance.—The Officers beg I would represent

to you the Hopes they have from your goodness of an extraordinary
Allowance of Batta! In Consideration of the additfo.nal Expences

% fatigues they are at.” ..

* In a postscript he repliexsto the charge of plundéring brought
against the forces: : ¢

“ This moment 1 have recd your Letter of the ]&th about the
Complaint of the Phousdar of Rajamal whigh greatly -surprises me.
) °

1 Balla, bhata, or bhatla—an extrg allowance made to officers, soldiers, or
other public servants when in the field or on other special grounds.—HossonN-
Josson. ‘‘ In revenue matters it applies to the amount added to or deducted
from any payment according to the currency in which it is paid as compared
with a fixed standard coin. Discount oy un-current or short-weighted rupees.
A cess or charge imposed to make up for any'Probable deficiency in the coin.”’—
Persian Correspondence. - ° .

.
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Y . [
Both I & Mr. Jopnston Condescended to wait upon him to have
Quarters assignd s&® as to prevent any Disturbance or Inconvenience
to the Inhabitants® He did of himself Conduct us to the Fort an
Open square without amy gates, the Area an Intire Dunghill & in
which there were neither Guns to throw down nor Effects to Plunder
& Here both Séapoys & soldiers were lodged & Confined bygan Officer’s
&etwo Seapoy Jsuards Very much to the Dissatigfaction of the whole.
By the Phousdars Desire I segt abopt the Tom Tom to assure the
People of my Protection & that I woud redress upon Application
any Injuries which might be done them whiclt to the utmost of my
Powgr I endeavoured to do. But notwitﬂstanding I gave all encourage-
ment to .Discover Plunderers not one was found out. He indeed
Complaind #hat somtbody at the water side Stopt Oge of his Guns
with Mud who did it I coud not find out nor can I be Answerable for
such fooligh actions. ®I now reply In general that he is a Villain &
his Accusation false & that we all sufferd more at that Place than
any where else he promising & Deceiving us Daily in every thing he
promised to® assist us in. By the next .Opportunity I shall reply
more fully & beg youll believe I shall always act so as to keep my
Conduct Clear & nty Enenfies from having any handle over me.”
L ]

Thg suggestion put forward by Eyre Coote that the officers
should receive an extra allowance of baita kindled the ire of
Clive. TPe replied thus: .

My§XADABAD,
. o 24th July 1757. °

Strg—I receiv’d your lettér ofethe 18th. You may remember
my Orders were to proceed in quest of Monsr. Law and hi§ party
without waiting or depending upon being join’d by any of the Nabobs

aforces. My reason for so dojpg was from a thorough conviction that
{he party under your Command was much superior in Strength to
that under Mr. Law, and I will further add that the one hailf of your
detachment is a full match for him. 1If T repeated those Orders, it
was in Conseqeenc® of a letter receiv’d from you containing the
enclosed partitulars. The only chance of taking Law and his part
depended upon Expedition, and by your letter I make no doubt bu
you have used as fuuch as your Situatien and the Obstacles you have
met with would admit of.

It gives me infinite concern the Officers should make Application
for an additiomal Allowance of Batta. I always thought their own
Reputation and the henour of their Country would have been
incitement suffiflent with, theth toQI.ndergo hardships and fatigues,
which could not much exceed ®those which the whole Army suffer’d
in their march from *Calcutta to Cassimbazar. I am {he more sur-
prised at it, because their allowance is beyond everything heard of
in any other Service, without gentioning the good Effects of the
Nabob’s genero‘sity . °®
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If Mr. Law and his party, or any part of t}rem, fall into your
hands, you will return with them as soon as pogsible, but if on the
contrary, you have no hopes gf overtaking them, or enticing their
Men away by fair offers you will return, delfverlng a protest against
Ramnarain for his want of spirit and activity in notgtopping them.
I hear theeNabob has threatened Vengeance against him if he does
not exert himself, afld if the French are not taken I will certaiflly

suffer., . °
: I am Sir

¢ Your most Obedient humbl'e Servt.
ROBT. Cuvg: .
To MaJjor EYRE CooTE

. o L4
On the 19th Eyre Coote continued his route ‘and late at

night reached Monghyr, whose fort, built on a precipious rock,
stands on a bend of the Ganges and is washed by the sacred
waters. Here the red-goated British soldiers entered for the
first time the real Hindostan. Eyre Goote a’gtempted to enter
the citadel, contrary to Clive’s express orders, bait the garrison

“manned the ramparts and showed their hghted matches
which obliged the troops to march round the ‘walls.” On
the 22nd he left Monghyr,®and three days after heswrites to
Clive a lettery whicheis a record of a series of accidents and
misfortunes. His dwn budgerow was Cast against a Bank
by the violence of the stream, and had a Plank stove; by
which we were in imminent danger of being Sunk :e severul
Other Boats, particularly the Turtbeil Boat, narrowly escaped=
being lost.” He therefore “ judged it best to land all the
men together with the guns and ammunition,” and marched
in the afternoon about six miles. The .nexft. morning he
proceeded about twelve miles. . e

““ The Soldiers during the %v’hole of the March uttering Expressiogs
_full of Discontent ; Complaining of the Fatigues they Suffer’d (which
I cant deny have been greater than I've ever seen fhem undergo)
Their want of Shoes, & Arrack; & that thelr Prize’ money has not
been paid them—Refusmg inda mannef to mearch further. I
endeavoured all I could to fin® out d¢he Ringleader, & employd the
Sergeants to Examine into’ It strictly. They Mnform me this is not
a new thing; they have been grumbling ever since they set Out.
Finding the Men in this Mutinous JDisposition & the Wind and River
Favourable, I embark’d them ; &gparchd with ¢he Seapoys &
Artillery 3 Coss further to Bahar. I have had no further accounts
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from Mr. Pearkes tfghere Mr. Law is got to; But purpose, If on my
arrival at P#tna I find he is yet in the Province to go on my self
with the Seapoys, & leave the Europegns, who in their present Temper
I dont think are to be depended upon, to Come on by easy marches
under Commagd of Cap® Grant. I have sounded the heads of the
Seapoys who Assure me they & their men (several of whem are sick
&Yame by harl marching) will follow me, for which I have engaged
they shall be Rewarded. I shafl be ab Patna the Day after tomorrow
& will Consult_ with-the Nabob whether he’ll go past the Bounds
of hlS Province after the French.” °

On the &rival Sf the fleet at Patna, Eyre Coge

“ sent the Sergeant to®the Kings Troops, in hope I might have some
Influence over them : Caused him to remind them how ready I had-
ever been to Oblige them. Of how sensible I was of their bad
Behaviour ¢h this Occasion, Which If thgy did not Amend, I woud
stigmatise them to the Wgrld & to their Own Regement by leaving
them behind at Phtna. One and all returnd me for Answer That
that was what fhey desir’d ; That the officers wanted to kill them,
in ordes to get their Prize money with which Intent they had Detaind
It from them.”
[ [ ]

The next morning Eyre Coote, having pushegd forward the
sepoys_ and artlllery by langd, put off with the fleet, and at
ten arfived at the' city of Patna, the® capital of the Pwovince
of Behar, * long celebrated in India,” says an old traveller,

‘as the most fertile pars of Hindostan.” Ram Narain, the
Governor of Behar, had remained faithful to Surajab Dowla,
but when e heard of the death of his sovereign he proclalmed
Meer Jaffier. *His loyalty was naturally open to suspicion,
and Eyre Coote, who considered that Ram Narain had not
afforded him spfficient assistancg in his march and was
JHended at his refusal to see him at once on his arrival, listened
too readily tp the charges brought against him by Mahomed
Ami, the brother, agd Meer Cossim, the brother-in-law of
Meer Jaffier. *The forger 1 In a “onversation held in private,
at night, proposed to Eyre Coote ““to Cut Off Ramnarain
now If I'd support him.” Eyre Coote, * Declining to Inter-
fere till properly Authorized,? then proceeded to mention,
among other things, thatthe Nawab’s refusal to see him was
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‘ a Proof he was Ill Inclined to us-ward.” oite then “ talked
of the Council they had held the Night befoi‘e and the Advice
- given him by the Jemedars &c. to attack & Cut us off that
night, as a thing we were well Acquainted withe” 1 He then
desired that ‘ this Discourse might not be repsated to Meer
Cassim as he was a timourous méh, & Buxey to Ramnarain.”’
But Meer Cossim was one of the ablest and bravest men about
the Court, and Mahomed® Ami knew that he was his Jnose
formidable rival for the governorship if, Ram Nagzain was
deposed. TRe statement tbat Ram Narain’s #tention to
murder Eyre Coote’s detachment was a well-known, fact was
cleverly inserted. But there is no evidence for believing
that it was true. On the afternoon of July 29 Eyre Coote
paraded his troops prefaratory to a march when *the sepoys

to a man laid down their arms.and réfused o Bloceed
§ .

‘“ They enumerated the hardships they had undesgone ®in this
long march—The distance they now were from their wives and families
to whom they were promised ¢hey should return in three months—
But had been decoyed gtill on from one place to another & now did
fot know whete we were about to lead them—Complained that
stoppages had been made ynjustly from their pay &c. By Ar ument
& fair swords I prevailed upon them at last to take up their arms
again}& they now seem contented.” ® . . .

e o o
. . : 3 A

‘They marched. with the artillery to Bankipore, wherl

the Company had a garden about five miles from the city,
- . - . ®

the European infantry proceeding thither Wy water. On
August 1 the detachment reached Moneah,. an important
town fifteén miles from dinapore at the confluence of the
river Soan with the Ganges. The troops with their ammunt-
tion crossed the Ganges and, proceeding up thg river bank,
arrived at Chupra and were lodged jn the large saltpetre
godowns, or storehouses, anﬁ’ the' factory-house. Here Eyre

1 Orme writes: “ They likewise asserted that Ramnaram had consulted his
confidents on the means of destroying the English detachment. This informa-
tion -determined the Ma]or to proceeg w1th all expedition to the frontiers of
Oude.”—Vol. 1., p. 192.

2 Letter from Ma]or Eyre Coote to C(ﬂt?hel.Cllve, dated August 3, 1757,
C,huppara
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Coote learped that Law had left that place seventeen days
before, and was how at Benares., X

The day after he reached Chupra Eyre Coote proposed
to Clive thattRam Narain should be deprived of the governor-
ship and Mahomed Ami appointed in his place :

L4 .

‘“ This is the Person, Sir, Shou’d you judge any such measures
as I have posnted out Salutary & negessary to be Pursued, whom
'I.wauld Recommend, Both on account of his being so nearly related,
& so firmly, Attached to the Nabob; & because he appears a man
of Sense, Is known here, & Acquainted with the Pro®nce. Is upon
the Spot. Tould Asgjst with a Party In Executing a Sudden Stroke
of this Nature, such as the present Exigency seems to Demand without
raising In Ramnarian suspicions & so giving him Time to prepare
& strengthen himself: which a Man sent from any other Place with
a force Sufficient to Effect this, would (ccasion—I think the force
I have with me, spfficienfoto Effect this Business, Shoud you Judge
It proper to bgundertaken. How great Glory would Accrue to you
Sir & advantage to our Country shou’d we succeed In Securing &
firmly eSettling this Province, & in raising such a Bulwark against

the French ever hereafter entering In to this Country.”
[ 4 L

Before this letter reached him, Clive acting og Eyre Coote’s
previous communications, Rad yvritte‘n as® follows : .
. »

o o MuxaDABAD, 1st August, 1757.

Sir,—I this morning Regeiy’d two letters of the 28th and 29th
instagts. I have since had a meeting on the subject of them with
fhe Nabob, the result of which is that I desire that you will, on the
receipt of this, return to Patna, and secure your self in the Company’s
factory there. eAv@id giving Suspicion. Give for reason for your
Return that #he French had gone beyond your reach and into the
territory of another Prince. Write to Suja Dowlat ! that respec't
for him has prevented your pursuing ygur Enemies into his Country,
and assure him in general terms of the friendship of the English,
desiring he will give the French up. You are to consult with Meer
Mahmud Amis Khan and Meer Cassum what measures are to be
pursued with regard to Bamnarain, who is a Rascal. The Resolution
here is that if it*can be egfectlfally ®one, he is to be demolished. If
not, nothing is to be attempte8 till ffter the rains.

The Nabob desirfes you will acquaint his Brother-in-Law and
Meer Cassum with the contents of this letter, not chusing to trust

L ]
1 Shuja-ud-dawlah, Nawab of Oy(fh, at that time one of the most powerful
kingdoms in India. Haraprajad ®Sartre, a Professor of Sanscrit and a distin~
guished historian writes—Shujaudddauld.
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his sentiments in Persian lest the letter should*miscarry. Of all
things beware. of treachery. I shall write to ygu more full (y) to
mMorrow.

I am Sir° ‘
Don’t come away from Patna Your most Obegt. Servi.
till you hear further from me Rosr. CLIVE
.o ° o
To MaJsor Evre Coote * °

- Eyre Coote received Chves letter on Augus{ 12, and on
the following day he wrote to Clive from Patna : e *

“ Your leger of the 1st which ought to have arrived Th 7 Days,
reachd me only yesterday. Immediately Orders weretsgiven to ‘get
every thing ready to return here. We left eChupra This morning
& all arrived here by Noon, the rearguard Boats excepted The
. Bullocks, Lascars &c are to follow as soon as they can be ferried
over but I dont expect them before three Days.”’ .

So ended Eyre Coote s expedition. e It failgd in its principal
object, the capture of Law and his party, and ¢he failure was
due to Eyre Coote’s ignorance at this time of Oriental diplo-
macy and Oriental warfare. Chupra was the chief centre of
the trade in saltpetre, which was manufactured in gfeat quan-
tities in thee neighbouring districts. Eyre COoote and Mr.
Johnstone, the civi? official who accompanled the eredltlon,
made 4t their business, says Ives, “in their leisure hdurs t&
acquire a competent knowledge of this importanf branch of
commerce.” On August 17 Byt €oote wrote the following
letter to C(live, which throws a ray of light on the intereSt
he took in this lucrative trade: .

Patna, Aug’y 17, 1757,
® Sir,—I return you many thanks for the consideration you are
pleased to Express in regard to the extraordinary Expences I am
at as Commanding, Officer; from the knowled8e I have of your
Justice I never Imagined you desinéd I su’d be a loser on that Account.
And I beg leave to Assure you that y° giving you, Satistaction is
more Essential to me than any Pecuniary View whitever.

Mr. Johnstone, who has beon extreamfy serviaeable to me, has
. proposed a Scheme how I migh® Advantagé myself a little by purchas-
ing some of the commodities of this Place noew greatly in Demand
at Calcutta. However promising of Success this appears to me, yet
“as I have kept nothing a secret irom you, so neither would I chuse

to engage in this without your Knovwgedge and apprebation. Which
if I obtain The Sending me a Letter of Credit on the Seats here, will
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add to the many. Favour’s you have already Confer’d on me, &
1 will be Accountalde to you on my arrival for what ever Sum I
take up. oo e , .

I Flatter my Self yow will excuse the troble I now give you which
I will not add to by attempting to discribe how much I am

° Sir

. ' . ~ Your most Obligede &

o Most, Obe} Humble Serv

Evre Coorte.
To Coro* Rop™ LLIVE .
o

*After having recalled Eyre Coote from his fruitless pursuit
of Law, Clive returned to Calcutta. On August 9 Watson
wrote to him thus: e '

Dear Sir,—I am glad to hear by M* Pocock of your Health,
& of your intention to continue at Calcutia a few days before you
return to Mixadabad. He tells me you purpose favouring me with
a Visit to morrow morning? I beg you’l not be at that trouble, as
1 fully intend making you one the moment my letters are finished
for the (;oast, & indeed I promised my self that pleasure this evening,
but found my self not quite well. I am with great Esteem
Dgar Sir

Your most Obed* Humb* Servant -

o Cw*® WATSON

Tuesday evening ) .
« My @omp® to M™. . °
Clive & M* Latham -

. A few days after, Watsdh Was taken ill, and on the morning
of the 16th the able and brave seaman died, universally regretted

and beloved,
P [ ]

“ The next'dqy, his corpse was buried at Calcufta, attended toe
the grave, by Admiral Pocock, by all the captains, and by almost
every officer and sgaman of the squad®n. Colonel Clive too, and
as®* many gentlemen from the army as could possibly be spared,
attended on this melancholy occasion. Many French gentlemen
also (who throulh the fortune of war were his prisoners) and several
thousands of Armenians®and [ndiags followed him to his grave;
nor was there, [ Believe, aw ind"viduaL among them all, that did not
shed a tear or give gome other mark of unfeigned sorrow. In a
word, no man ever lived more esteemed, or died more regretted than
Admiral Watson. A voluntary universal mourning, displayed in
some degree thg deep sense whieh®the fleet, army, and settlement,
had of his merit.” . **

D
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The worst that could probably be said of Wa,tson was
that his temper was warm and that he %as not free from
the creeping jealousies of human natufe. Clive had resented
his obstruction in political affairs, but he fullg recognised his
good qualities and sincerely lamented his degth. He wgote
to Fort St. George: =~ o © ' '

“ It is with thé deepest concern I acquainteyou of Admiral
Watson’s death. His zeal for the service of the Company and the
extraordinary success it was covered with both at Geerlah and in
this Expedmon will make his memory partlcularly in®India survive

to latest ages.’ .
-]

In a letttr to the Secret Committee at home he observed :

“¢ Mr. Watson is no more. Every one here received $he melancholy
news of his death with much concern: his generosity,®disinterested-
ness and zeal for the service, must for’efer endear his memory to the
Company. Unhappy fate! after having escaped a4l the risk of war,
to be thus untimely cut off in the midst of his successes, crowned

with glory and reputation.” .

Clive was now desirols of returning to Engldnd, as the
* strain of th® cammﬁ’gn and the climate had told on his health.

He wrote thus to Ormg: o © . .

DEeAR OrME,—Probably the News overland will reach Jou before
this, informing you of the Great Reyolution effected in the Kingdom
of Bengal this Expedition has perfél:tly satisfied me,as to Clrcmﬂ-
.stances, I only wait to see every thing firmly settled before I stRer
my Course for old England ; so far from being a hindrance to your
aspiring thoughts I shall be of great Assmtance-by my Interest which
o you may depend upon.

I am possessd of Volumes of Materlals for the Contmuance of
your History, in which gvill appear Fighting, {fricks, chicanery,
Intrigues, Politics and the Lord knows what ; M short there wil} be
a fine Field for you to display your Genius 1n ; I shall certainly call
upon the Coast in my way to England. I have many Particulars
to explain to you relating to the said, History whlch must be
published— ° °

I must now trouble you®with @ few Comm® concerning family
Aftairs—Inprimis, what you can provide meust be the finest and
best you get for Love or Money; 200 Shirts, the Wrist Bands workd
some of the Ruffles workd withh a Border, other in Squares, & the
rest .plain; Socks Neck Cloths &Jjandkerchlefs -ein proportion, 3
large of the finest Stockings, fer the #bove take Walsh’s Muster,

.
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several Pieces, Spotfed Muslin & plain 2 Yards wide for Aprons,
Book Muslin Cambr¥ks or a few Pieces of the finest Dimity and a
Compleat set of Table Lénnen of Fort®S* David Diaper made for the
Purpose—You will have. 5 Months for these Matters, and tho’ there
may not be time®to get a compleat set of Chintz Furniture fpr a room,
Beq, Chairs &c,it may follow. Mrs. Morse is @ great Connoisseur
in these Affairs excuse this trosble from &4 Friend & believe me

Dear Orme
. Your afft® Hble Sex
oMogRSHEDABKD R. C.
o 1st Aug® 1757
PS. ° e

Be pleasedsto collect my Concerns as fast as p0551b1e at Bombay.
Mr. Spencer, must have®* upwards of 30000 R®. My Concern on the
Grampus exceeds 9000 Rs, from which is to be deducted 2000 Rs
borrowd of Col Lawrence at Respondentia, 1000 Hancock is con-
cernd Stock & Block and Mr G Clive 500~—‘mclosed you will receive
a Lelier to Mancock with orders to account with you & to send
you up my Books which wilPexplain to you all my Concerns; having
a great Regard®for Pybus, I direct that you let him have of
my Mongy as fast as it comes in 10000 R® taking his Interest Bond
at 4 p Cent p Ann™ only the rest please to remit in Diamonds or any
other way You think proper oblige the Davi Cotah to pay my Money
at all Evenfs.

[ 4 Y .

The next day he wrote to, Mr. Plgot ¢ '

“If I was to consult my own interests only, everything consplres
to make nte desirous of leaving this province. An unhealthy climate,
ambad constitution, a genteel cognpetence, a possible reverse of fortune,
arg strdng motives to have done so, but a superior consideration to
all these obliges me to continue some days longer.”

L

On August, 19 he wrote to his father informing him that
he proposed saikng for England in January, “if I can but®
leave this country in peace.” The detter reveals the tender
anll generous nature of the man:

Honp Sir,—Ny last was from Chandernagore, since which a
Revolution has been effected (by meangs of the Military only) scarcely
to be parallell’d ir? History., Fmdmg gfter all our Efforts the prince
of the Country was determ? to®ruin the English Company, & had
calld in the French for that Purpose, we determind to ward off the
Blow by beginning first ; accordingly the Army, consisting of 1000
Europeans, 2000 Blacks & a fine Teafr of Artillery, began their March
from Chandernagore the 13fh #@ne last & on the 23¢ met the Nabob
on the plains of Placy with an Army of 60000 Men, A Battle insued
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in which he was entirely defeated w1th the Logs of hlS Camp, all his
Baggage & 40 Pieces of Cannon: we pursued ouy Enemies for 6 Miles,
but to little purpose for want, of Horse the Evening a very great
Man & near Relation of the Nabob ]omeél us, with a Considerable
" Force, w" whom we had enterd into a private Typaty to set up in-
the Rooxﬂ of Surajah Doulet ; He pursued his March to the Capital,
on which the other took, to thht & was killd in #he Pursuit. © The
other, Jaffeir Ally Cawn .Balmd®, whs proclaimed Nabob in his Room
to the great Joy apd Satisfaction of the three Provinces. In Con-
sideration of the great Sepvices renderd Jaffeir Afly Cawn Bahader
by the English he has agreed to give both publick & private to “the
Amount of three Million Sterling, one half.of which is absollutely
reced.—Hi® Generosity has been such as will enable me to live in
my native Country much beyond my mogf sanguint wishes ; thise
you will observe by my Letter to my Attornies & the Papers inclosed
therein. Out of that Sum about 36000£ belongs to Others ; however
what is there is not above one half of the Nabobs Gift, and T am in
great hopes of getting dhe rest. I have ordered 2OOD£ each to my
Sisters and shall take care of my Brethers ig due time: I would
advise the Lasses to marry as soon as possible for they have no time
to lose ; there is no Occasion for your following the Law any more ;
but more of this when I have the Pleasure of seeigg yom, which I
hope will be in 12 or 14 Months.

Mrs. Clive takes her p#ssage upon the Tyger, Cap’® Latham, &
will sail frorrbhence in, 6 Weeks, taking Bombay in her way. I propose
leaving this place igt January~& in all probability shall overtake the
Squadron either at the Cape of Geod Hope or St Helena ; if I.can
but 9eave this country in peace, which I Delieve I shafl, nothing
shall detain me longer. -

You may order the Rector to ggt everything Ready for the Repara-
tion of old Stych. I shall bring hi? Brother home with £15000 as
likewise Mrs Clives Brother.

If T can get into Parliament I shall be very glad, but no more
struggles against the Ministry ; I chuse to be wish them

Mrs Clive will write my Mother at Large. - My best Respects
and kindest Wishes attend her, not forgetting my Brothers & Sisters

A Y
—& Iam ° Honde Sir
Your most dutiful & Obed Sort
" R. C.
CarLcuTTa 19" Aug' 1757 . ) * :

Ricup CLIvE EsQ®* o .

There is an Uncle of Mys Cliges, Mr James Maskelyne, in great

Distress ; please to apply to my. Attorneys for 50£ to give him on
my Account. ,

Not trusting his father’s discretion, he wrote thus to Mr.
. e
Belchier : - ° .
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I need not enter #nto a particular detail of the grand Revolution
brought about®in this Country by the Forces under my Command
you will hear enough of ghis from alleHands, it is sufficient to say
the Company & private persons are likely to be gainers 3 Millions
Sterling by this dExpedition, besides which the Company have had
a Tract of Land glven them which will produce neag £1 50000 % P Annum.
——M'y General Letter to my Attgrnies willemake known to you the
large Remittances sent by means of tht Dutch : it is possible I may
send another such by the next Conveyance, .

o I Wait for nothing but the Settlement®of these Provinces to begin
my yoYage for old England which I hope will be some time in January.
As this goed fNews may set my Father upon exerun%hlmself too
much & upon, paying too many visits to the Duke of N, Mr Fox,
& other great Men ; Iedesire you will endeavor to moderate his
Expectation$, for altho’ I intend getting into Parligment & have
hopes of being taken some Notice of by his Majesty, yet you know
the Merit of al] Actions are greatly lessend by being too much boasted
of. I know my Father’s Disposition leads #his way, which proceeds
from his Affection fer me. ® )

Mr George Clige will accompany me, worth 18 or £20,000. I am
sorry Mr Ironside was so precipitate in his Resolution of returning
home : this E«pedition would have been of great Service to him.
Every Subaltern Officer will be near £3000 the richer for it. My
Father will %acquaint 'you with other Particulars; Mrs Clive joins

with me in Compliments to all Friends & 1 am ®
. Dear Sir .
. . . *Your mosfp obed Hum. Serv'
CALCUTTA R® C.

o 21ste Aldg' 1757

L]
«OneAugust 21 Clive wro.te to Mr. Mabbot as follows:

‘I remember with pleasure your kind Expressions of Friendship
& good Wishes tleat the Expedition to Bombay might enable me to
return to England in Circumstances agreeable to my own desires
& 1 have the plehsure to acquaint you the greatest Successes af
Golcondah could not have equalld the present one for Advantages
either to the Company or myself : indeed there is nothing but the
Good of the Service can induce me to stay in this unhealthy Climate :
I suffer much atefhis time of Year: however I must see everything
settled & think there is thg finest prospect of the new Nabobs being
fully confirmed frém all Pagts b¥ the Month of January at farthest.
The more to forward his Conﬁfmatlon, our united Forces are to
take the Field & Maréh to Patna: this Step will oblige the Evil-
minded to court his favor & enable me to be at the Coast by the
latter End of Jan” at farthest wjtlt a considerable Reinforcement.
I propose proceedling from thewee to England, leaving my Superiors
there to take up the Sword.”
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But much hard work had to be done, and naany severe
trials to be endured, before Clive could retarn to old England
with his fortune. Early th SeptembeP. he set out again for
Murshidabad with the intention of marching jon Patna, but
when he frrived there he found the aspect of affairs had alteged.
He had ordered Eyre Cootg to seize Ram Narain and deprlve
him of his office. , But Eyre Coote, when he reached Patna,
deferred attacking his cibadel. Meanwhile, Raza Narain * ‘by
some submission had pacified the Nabob,” and at Meer Jaﬁ’ber s
request Eyse Coote and his force were ordered t& return from
Patna. N ¢

On September 138, having had “a very rapid 4nd favour-
able passage,” the detachment arrived at Murshidabad and
were stationed at Cossimbazar. The rest of the,troops were
moved down to Chandernagore, where they were quartered
on account of its being considered a more Healthy situation
than Calcutta. On September 12 Clive had wyittem: * For
myself, after baving pressed-the Nabob to be diligent in col-
lecting his army, I am now about to return to Talcutta to

, «make the nfcessary® preparations for the ensuing campain.” !
Two days later, he departed from Murshidabad.

Clive had now to encounter the difficulties whlch present
themselves to an administrator who has to constriet a new
political framework. But he had® not the tools for the con-
struction of that framework at hand. The factors and writers
in Madras had, like Clive himself, been copverted “into soldiers
and administrators by the rough business of svar. But the
® Company’s servants in Bengal were still mefe traders, intent
only on making bargair® with a shrewd, timid race who had
for centuries suffered under the oppression of native rulers.
Clive found that he could not recruit from the younger men
a competent staff of admingstrators, end in July he suggested
to the Court of Directors that they should send out “ capable
young gentlemen for the civil service.” * The increase of his
military force, the orga,msatlon of it, and, more than all, the

' To the Honble George Pigot and dgentlemen of th® Select Committee
of Fort St. George, Muxadavad, September 12, 1757,
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ercction of fortifications necessary to secure the safety of the
settlement, were the first matters which occupied the attention
of Clive. He enlisted® more men from the races which had
followed the Mohammedan adventurers into Bengal, and
organised a second battalion, or regiment, gf reguldt sepoys.
He impressed on the Court of Diregtors the necessity of send-
ing out a large body of recruits from the European troops
and also the soul of an army—effieient officers. ** Give me
leave” to recommend to your most serious consideration the
sending out® of some good and experienced offigers, for be
assured there are very few in your service at present: the
best are killed or dead.” He added: .

“ It is wel} worth the Directors while to give some extraordinary
Encouragemeht to half a Dozen Officers of Experience & Rank to
enter into their Sereice for*a Term of Years, & it would be greatly
to thelr Advantfge if there forces were regimented, the Expences
of a few_more Field Officers are trifling in Comparison of the whole,
& the good Effects very obvious to all Military men. Officers
of Artillery well vers’d in the Laboratory Service are very much
wanted.”’ 1
* .
Clive obtained from the Company the Pight to repair and

chlarge The fortifications at Calcutta, and he was insistent that

the Select Committee should at once exercise the right. It
®as Clive who represented to the Court the- necessity of
di%patchmg Brohier from Madras to plan the new fortifica-
tions. A month after his arrival at Calcutta Brohier delivered
to the Select Tommittee “a Letter purporting to erect a
Citadel to the Seuthward of the old Dock as soon as possible,s
for the Defence of the River and the Company’s Effects, and
wHen that is compleated and executed to fortify the white
Town with a Glacis Wells Ditch &c*.”” The letter Was twice
read and considered ig Council and Brohier was * desired
to survey the Ground and dehver a Plan of the Citadel he
intends to build as,soon as p0551ble ” <Clive held that the
necessity of hastening the works was imperative. On Septem-
ber 6 he wrote from Murshidabad a letter representing—

e
1 Letter from Colonel Clive %o Wm. Mabbot, Calcutta, August 21, 1757,
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“the absolute necessity of~commencing the‘:fortiﬁcations while
every circumstance is so favourable for it, and though you may
not immediately be able to fix on what plan to go, yet all materials
should be collected, and necessary preparations made to execute,
without loss of tlme, whatever plan may be determined on.’

“ L]

On his return to Calcutts he promptly dealt with the matter.
He did not approve of Brohier’s plan, and the engineer aban-
doned his first proposal ® and altered his choice of theespet
for it (the Cltadel) to Govindpore,” * a small vijage with a
ganj? or méarket on the banks of the river south of the settle-
ment. Here Clive traced out the lines®of a new, fort—the
Fort William®of our time—which would shelter an army if the
fortunes of the British demanded it. All round the thick
tiger-jungle was cleared, and thus there arose thé metropolis’
of a mighty empire. ‘

In a letter written to Pigot the day before he left Mur-
shidabad, Clive informed bim that Meer Jaffier*intended to
take the field at the close of October and march towards Patna,
in order to Watch the movements of the Nawab of Oudh and
‘to awe any of theochiefs of Behar who might be inclined to-
rebel., “ It is absolut&®y nlcessary that*we shouldeaccom-
pany hlm with our whole force, both to strike a tgrror into
foreign enemies and protect himgfrom domestick treacherg
till his army is in good order and well appointed.” *When
October came Clive found that his whole force had been almost
consumed by pestilence. He wrote to th& Seeret Committee
&t home : )

[ ]

“ Notwithstanding the Precautions, which I.acquainted you in
my last of the 22% August, were taken for preserving the Military
in Health by quartering the greatest part at Cossimbuzar and Chander-
nagore, I am sorry to inform you that a terrible Mortality has reigned
among them, and that manyeof the Sur¥ivors are so reduced by
Iliness as to be still incapable ¢f Duty. We have likewise lost several
Officers, and among the Rest Major Killpatrigk, who acquired much
deserved Reputation in his long Course of Service in India. The

Squadron has sufferd no less thap the Land Forces, indeed the Sick-
L ]

1 Gobindpur. %o

? Ganj, formerly spelt Gunge. * Gunge, a market principally for grain”

—Verelat, “ View 6f Bengal,” Gloss.

.
~
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ness has been genesal, not only with the English, but the French
and Dutch afld even the Natives.!

[ 4 .

It was not until November 17 that Clive was able to embark
the available troops in boats at Chandernagore and set forth
fot Murshidakad. .

‘ L ]

““ Of the Detachment of King’s Tr.oops not above Twenty Private
were fit for Dyty,” he wrote to the Secret Cdmmittee, ‘“ when we
marghed therefore at Mr. Pocock’s presfing Instance, I left the whole
behind tg be embark’d on board the squadron: Of the Madrass
Detachment®here remained about 150 effective, Traig included, so
that the Troops now with me are for the greatest part composed of
foreign Deggserters and®Topasses entertain’d on the Bengal Establish-
ment. However, the present Face of Affairs seems fortunately
to require but little Service from our Arms; Political Negotiations
are likely to: be more necessary.’”’ 2 °

Clive now ditovered that by placing Meer Jaffier on the
throne he had created a situation of the greatest complexity.
Meer Jaffier did not long enjoy in peace the position won by
treachery; He was not qualified, for the task of governing
a kingdom. He had while young proved himself a brave and
capable soldier, but a long course of bhagg and®sensual induk
gence ¢had rendered him Pncapble gof decision or exertion.
The Mghapmedan grandees despised him on accounf of his

o Weakness and because his povyer in the land had been established
by English traders, and they could not forgive the defeat
suffered on the fatal field of Plassey. Meer Jaffier could not
forget that his feMow-conspirators were infidel Hindu bankers
and a Hindu prime minister. Three aims guided his policy
on attaining the throne: the first, to destroy the power of

U
e !Letter to the Seret Committee from the Camp at Fettiahpoor, near Rajah-
mall, December 23, 1757,

2 This hardly agrees with what Clive wrote to the Admiral on November 16:
‘ Notwithstanding your offer of putting the King’s detachment under my com-
mand on this expedition, Igm sorry to inform you I cannot accept it without
prejudicing the sarvice; for all the offic®s (Captain Weller and Captain Coote
excepted) had expressed by fetter g disinafination to go upon it. Under these
circumstances, I think jt is better for the Company to be served by those who
are willing, and may be attached to their service, than by persons who seem
to have lost all remembrance of what they owe to them ! For my own part,
though I have before represented ta yqu the many disadvantages I must labour
under, during the present expeditjofl, I shall endeavour to surmount them and
be ready to render the Comparﬁ} all the service, which every well-wisher to
his country is bound to do.”’—Broome, p. 189.

[ ]
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Rai Dulab! and his command of the Stgte treésure; the
second, to remove from their posts the Hindu governors or
rajahs and replace them by this own kinstnen and dependants ;
the third, to lessen the power of the English gnd avoid ful-
filling theestipulations of the treaty. Like the majority of
Mohammedan princes, he had as strong desire to confiscate
the property and treasure of the Hindu bankers. The policy
he pursued towards the oHindu governors soon drove thg
Rajah of Purnia, the farmer of revenue at Mldnapore and
Ram Naraingof Patna into rebellion.

A few days before Clive left Chanderpagore, Rajah Ram
‘““ the Midnapore Rebel” arrived there and deliveted him-
self up to Clive on promise of the Nawab’s pardon and
British protection. “ This first unlinked the Chiin of the
three rebellions,” writes Clive, ** the Chiefs of which had held
a correspondence and were connected.” On November 25
Clive arrived at Murshidabad, and the following is pis aecount

of the critical situation :
° [ )

‘ The Prime Minister Roy Dulup Ram, who was one of the chief
Instruments of Yhe Napob’s Promotion, and had received in Return
solemn Assurances of contncl'ulng.hls Iduan, was suspected to_be en-
grossingethe power in his own Hands, and rather to have enco°uraged
the three Rebellions than endeavour’d to suppress them ¢ T§ is very
certain that Roy Dulup had a powerfyl party in the State, and more ,
than probable that he took Measures to strengthen it, accosdin
to the common Policy of all Duans: However this mlght be, the
Nabob’s Jealousy of him was carried to such a Height, that Surajah
Dowla’s Brother, a young Lad and almost an Rliotp was suddenly
cut off, on a Surmize of Roy Dulup’s intending to make him Nabob,
artd having sent his own Brother to Chandernagore to &ngage me in the
Design, which is altogether ggpundless : Roy Dulup no sooner knew
of this sudden Execution and the Motive for it, than he began te

" fear for his own Life, and open Hostilities might possibly have ensued,

if we had not been a Check to each party. The Nabgk, who at this
Time was encamp’d in the neighbourhood of Muxadavad, accom- -
panied by a Detachment of our®Troods, excuses himself from any
knowledge of the Transaction, afid lay8 the whole Blame on his Son,
who was left in the Government of the City ; but fnany C]rcumstances
inducd us to believe otherwise. Roy Dulup on pretence of Sickness
was still at Muxadavad having a largg Body of his owu Troops with

1 Rai Durlabh 4
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him, as is ‘usual ig these Governments; but it is not improbable
the chief Remson, for his remaining behind, was a View to his own
Safety.”” 2

L) .

Meeran, tl.le son on whom Meer Jaffier cast the blame, was
a young man of mettle and some considerable intelligence, and
p5pular with®the army on acgount of his ha'tred of the English,
but an object of general deteStation on account of his
treachery, cryelty, and savage delight in afsassinations. Clive,
having assured Rai Dulab of his protection, and engaged his
promise®tosfollow as soon as possible, joined the Nawab in the
vicinity of °Ra]mahal

« At this place,”” says Scrafton, ‘the Colonel .entertained the
Soubah with a review of our little army, to which he came in great
state, in a ear drawn by two elephants, accompanied by two of his
children, afid several of his courtiers. The troops went though all
their firings and eeolutior® with great briskness and regularity ; and
the Soubah seeted lost in amazement, at the quickness and uniformity
of thejr motions ; but nothing struck him so much as the guick
firing of the field pieces, which, he said, exceeded every thing he could
possibly have imagined ; and he was altogether so well pleased with
his enterfalnment that he ordered 10 ,000 rupees to be distribuled
among them ; for which the soldiers returned him ihen‘ thanks, by
three Enghsh huzzés ” .

] .

Ral Dulab d1d not-arrive, as he had promised, * at the
earhest p0551b1e moment.”” The delay tried greatly Clive’s
.patlence Affairs of stat could not be decided in the absence
of one who was both Prime Minister and Chancellor of the
Exchequer. flive had great matters which he wanted settled
without fusther delay. Neither the Nawab nor his Finance
Minister showed any inclination to liquidate the residue of
the debt due to the Company by fhe treaty. A considerable

portion of the first payment was still outstanding.

“We have already had too much Occasion to observe the
Difficulties attgnding &ery Appligation for Money to the Durbar
and foresee they will enereasg as the Nabob grows stronger and we
become less necessgry ; therefore I have determined not to leave
this Ground till I procure sufficient Assignments on the Revenues
of some Country near Calcutta, for the annual payment of the Money

1To the Hofible. the Secret.Gommlttee Camp at Fettiahpoor, near Rajah-
mall 234 December.
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still due by Treaty ; together with proper Writings from the Zemindars
of such Country for the regular Discharge of the sagne, which we may
enforce if necessary.” . o

On December 24 Rai Dulab arrived in camp with 10,000
of his troops. * e « .

“ On the 30th the Nabob “met ?Roydulub by Appointment in
my Tent, and T had there the Satisfaction to make up their Differ-
ences and bring about an en#ire Recorciliation. I todk Advantage,
of this Opportunity to have your Business settled in the complea‘test
Manner possible ; accordingly a Supply of Money was forntshed for
the extraordin%ry Expences of the Army, the Perwanpah for the
granted Lands passed in all its forms. Ordess were procured for
the immediate Discharge of the Arrears due for the first 6 Months
of the Nabob’s Debt; and the yearly -Revenues of Burdwaun,
Nuddea, and Hughly &c“‘ formally assigned over for the Payment
of the Rest.””1

° .

On January 2, 1758, Clive left Rajmahal and®ook the van
of the army. * The Artillery and Roy Dulup’s Forges follow’d
the next Day, and the Nabob with the Rest of the Army the
Day after, which Order of Mlarch was ever after préserved.”
The Nawab n8w reqfested Clive to adjust, matters between
him and Ram Narain, ang promised him that if the Goyernor
of Behfr would submit himself, his life, and property he
should be secure and his government continued to him? Chve
wrote at once to Ram Narain, ¢ enga@mg myself to be Securlty
for the Nabob’s Promise.” On receipt of this letter Ram Narain®
set out from Patna, came to Clive’s camp, and was iftroduced
to the Nawab. During the march to Patna, owing to the
distance between the forces, Clive was unabl® to have an
interview with him. The® irresolute Meer Jaffier, urged by
perfidious counsels, exhibited many signs of coolness towards
the English and expressed his intention of appointing his
brother, Meer Cossim, Govergor of Beher. Wl.xen the forces
reached Patna, Clive paid the Nawab a visit to congratulate .
him on his entry into the capital of the province, and the
master spirit prevailed :

L
*
1To the Honble. the Secret Committee, Q‘amp at Bockypdor, near Patna,

18th February, 1758.
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“ I representedato him the Impossibility of retracting the Promise
he had made thraigh me to Ram Narran, and intimated, as well as
the Nicety of the Supject would Lear, the Advantage of trusting
the Government to a Person of his moderate and peaceable Dis-
position, rathgr than putting it into imprudent, and at the same
Time dangerous Hands. My Discourse had Weight with him and
Ram Narran‘was confirmed.” ¢

Clive had good reason for writing: .

s L)
¢‘ All domestick Troubles are now happily ended and the Nabob
seems sg well fixed in his Government as to be able with a small
Degree of Prudence to maintain himself quietly in its For ourselves
we have blen so fortunate in the Course of these Transactions to
attach te us the most considerable Persons in the Kingdom, and
by the Constancy with which we successively supported Rajaram,
Roy Dulup, and Ram Narran, to acquire the general Confidence
and make pur Friendship be sollicited oneall Sides. On the whole we
may pronounce that thisExpedition, without Blood Shed, has been
crowned withgall the Advantages that could be expected or wished

both to the Nabob and the Company.”

He added the following important paragraph to the letter :

“ Conformable to a Regquest from the Chief and Council of Patna

I have applied to the Nabob for the exclusiwe privilesige of purchasing

Saltpetre and am in Hopes of obtaining it® This will be attended®

. with gonsiderable \Advantag? to *the €ompany and equal Distress
to theis Rivals in Trade, the Dutch.” *

» On May 15 Clive retarited to Murshidabad with his force.

*News had reached Calcutta of the indecisive engagement
between J.the fleets of Monsieur d’Ache and Admiral Pocock
on April 29 off St. David’s Road. On May 22 Manningham
wrote to Cliwe : .

DEeAR SIr,—lIt is with great p%asure I have heard of your
®arrival at Muxadavad. 1 sincerely congratulate you thereon and
hope this will salute you much amended in health. By this Express
you will havet.a more perfect account of the French Squadron, their
strength, & the successeof Mr..Pocogk in the late engagement, together
with the Capitulation qf Cuddalorg and the prospect of St. David
holding out some }ime.—I Wwas in hopes we should soon have the
pleasure of seeing you in Calcutta, but Mr. Drake informed me to-day,
you proposed staying sometime at the City, in order to expedite the
payment of the 2! Sixth from» the Nabob, however I flatter myself
this will be soon effectgd, @@ give Us the satisfaction of seeing you
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here. I need not intimate to you the critical state of the Companys
affairs, nor how needful & advantageous your presence & counsel
at this juncture—I own I heartily wish fop your assistance ; you
- will have weight, none else seem to have any—

I wish you every happiness & remain with great"Esteem

° Dr Sir
* Your mest Obliged & Obed Sert
CALCUTTA . C. MANNINGHAM
22nd May 1758
My Complim® to, Mr. Wdish with You. * . ©

Two dayg after Clive left Murshidabad, taking With hlm
the 1st and 2nd Battalion of sepoys anod a portion of the
artillery, leaving the remainder of the artillery and *the three
battalions of sepoys which he had just raised at Cossimbazar.
The situation was critjcal. A French squadron$was daily
expected, and Clive discovered on ereaching Calcutta that
little had been done to provide for the defence of the settle-
ment. He found that the construction works cn the new
fort had progressed very slowly. He lost no time in com-
pleting the outline of the erfceinte, and, * at a time dke this,” ~
he ordered tkat “ne private workmen should be allowed,
but all be employed®for ]gubhgberylce. At a meetmg of the
Select €ommittee, held on May 29 : : :

“ Colonel Clive suggested that in conformity with the op1n10n
of Admiral Pocock regarding the nece$sity of having a Dock in Bengal, s
an immediate survey be made for a suitable spot and directions glvelt
for carrying out the work as quickly as possible; ordered that
Captain Brohier, the Master, and Deputy Master ,Atttndant, be

asked their opinion "as to whether a Dock can be expedjtiously made,
where, and at what cost.” .

Four days after, ° . : °

*“ Captain Brohier, the Master, and Deputy Master Attendant attend
and report that the best place for a Dock is at Susfhan’s Gardens
or thereabouts. Captain Brohigr ordered ® prepare the materials
and commence work as soon ag the sgason.permlts

On June 17 the Select Committee passed the following
resolutions : ..

““ It being impossible to finish our %rtifications i time to resist

a French attack, which may take place at any time, Cap tains Brohier
[ ]
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and Wedderburn, wnd Messrs. -McDonald, Smith and Scott, being
sent for, retommend heavily armed fascine batteries at suitable
places on the river, an@ sunken shipsand chains higher up, to annoy
an advancing fleet. Ordered that Captains Brohier and Wedderburn
construct suche batteries.

“ Colonel Clive recommends the replacemegt of the®buoys, and
that the Dutch sloop be permﬁted to ge to Balasore as our show-
ing so much fear of the French is %ikely to have a bad effect on
the Nawab’s Darbar; the Master Attendamd ordercd to replace
ghe buoys. °* L4

» %Agreed to write to the Directoire and Council at Hugli of the
above ordemand to say that we have no further objection to their
sloops going, to Balasore, provided they lie within ou%s as proposed
by Mynheer Zuyland,swhen in Calcutta.

“The TCompany being in want of arms, the Secrgtary ordered to
give notice that all persons possessing fire-arms, fowling-pieces, &c.,
must send ,them in, and those taken w111 be paid for at a fair

valuation.”’=
. °

Clive was®battling against negligence and abuses when
the Herdwicke, Bast Indiaman, arrived bringing some recruits
and a commission for the new modelling of the government.
When the Court of Directors received in July, 1757, intelligence
of the recapture of Calcutta, they determlned to establish
a new Councﬂ and they named Clive at the head of it. “ Should
‘he have returned to his station on the coast of Coromandel,
~ a8 ther® was reason to believe would be the case, then the

®other, parties ” named wedre °to take their respective stations
and rank. The following September the Court received Clive’s
letter, dated February 22, 1757, in which he stated that he
hoped in a £ew days to take his passage for Madras, leavmg
all in tranquillity in Bengal.

The Court, pn receipt of thie definite announcement,
revoked their commission of August 8, and on November 11,
1757, they framed a fresh commission, appointing only those
of their servants members who t}%ey concluded were in Bengal.
They had lost their sebtlemgnt ing that province owing to the
misconduct of their Governor and Council—misconduct of
long standing of which no knowledge had been conveyed to
them. They pow determmed that the administration of their
affairs in the settlement sfould be carried on upon its original
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'meri:a.ntile character. Their government was, as Burke said
.to the Lords, *“ a government of record.” They Had provided
that all should be written®*~the proposition, the argument,
the dissent. The use of this recorded systgm, if strictly
observed, ** did nqt consist only in the facility of discovering
what the nature of their affairs amd the character and capamty
of their servants was, but lt furnished the means of detecting
misconduct, frequently ofs proving it too, andeof producmg
the evidence of it judicially under their own hands.” ! “This
recorded sygtem could be best observed by rot#tion in the
chair. The Court decided that the ney Council in Bengal
was to consist of ten nominated members., The tHree senior
members were therefore to take the chair, each successively,
for four months. A S%elect Committee ‘‘ to trarfsact affairs
with the Country Government and otheg matters which
require secrecy =’ was appointed. It was * to ®onsist of four
persons only, except when Military Affairs are undgr comsidera-
‘tion, and then five.” 2 The four members ‘‘ are to preside
alternately in the said CSmmittee for four montRBs, in the
» Same manne®as befdre directed with respect to the Council.”
On Juné 20 this commlssmn arrgved at Calcutta, and great
was the surprise and consternatlon at the omission of Clive’s
name in the new scheme of government The' C8&mmittee .
of Fort William realiséd that no Qovernment could bg cor®
ducted with success without him, and on June 26 they wrofe

to Clive as follows: e 4
e  SIr,—Our most serious Attention has been de‘gote.:d to the Com-
mands of our Honble Emgloyers p* Hardwick naming a Rotation
of Governors for the future Management of their Affairs at this
Settlement ; And having duly weighed the Nature -of this Regula-
tion with all it’s attending Consequences, a sincere Conv1ct10n of it’s
being in Our present Situation and Circumstances tépugnant to the
true Interest of Our Honble Masters and Phe wellfare of the Settle-
ment in general, Obliges Us (tho wigh the utmost respect and defer-
ence) to believe, Had Our Employers been apprized of the present
! Impeachment of Warren Hastings.
"2 William Watts Esq., Charles Mannmgham Esq., Richard Becher Esq.,

John Zephaniah Holwell Esq ., Major J#mes Killpatrick when Military Affairs
are under consideration and then only.” ®0 .
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State of thetr Affairs in this Kingdom, they would have placed the
Presidentship jn sonl® one Person as the clearest and easiest method
of conducting their Concerns, as well as preserving and maintaining -
the weight and Influenc® the late habpy Revolution has given Us
with the Subah of these Provinces, on which Influence at the present
period the Interdst and Wellfare of the Company depends in {he highest
deggeee at this Settlement—The Difficulties we may be liable to by
a Rotation in the executive pawt of Govtrnment, with it’s Conse-
quences, are sufficiently obvious in Our present State of Affairs ;
We will however mention only a few Points—The Treaty with the
Nabgp not perfécted in all it’s Branches ;® The Possession of the Lands
incempleat ; The Settlement in no posture of Defence ; The French
considerably ®einforced with Military and a Fleet; Jheir designs
with respect $o Bengal hitherto unknown; and the Impossibility of
impressing a proper Id®a of this divided Power in the Minds of the
Subah and others of this Kingdom, who have at all times been
accustomed to the Government of a single Person. .- A little re-
flection will introduce many more, and clegrly evince the Necessity
of this Addr8ss.

The Gentlemen Mominat®d Governours in the Honble Company’s
Commands p° Fardwick have the highest Sense of Gratitude for
the Hongur conferred on them by Our Employers in their Appoint-
ment, But d€em themselves in Duty bound at this Juncture of
Aftairs to wave all personal Honoursgand Advantages and declare
it as their Sentiment, That a Rotation in the executive part of
Government, for the foregoing reasons, wohld be &treamly pre-s .
judicial to the real ‘Interest of the Compan¥, in which Opinion
We unamimously cortcurr, and® judée it®for the Wellfare gf Our
Honble Employers, and of the Settlement in general, to deviate
in *this Imstance from the Commands of Our Honble Masters, and
®&x the Presidentship in a simgl® Person till We hear further from
Baropé.

Your being named as Head of the General Committee (in the
Letter of the 37 Augg® last) Established at that time for conducting
the Company’s Affairs in Bengal ; Your eminent Services, Abilities
and Merit, tog’eth,er with Your superior Weight and Influence witle
the present Subah and His Officers, are Motives which have great
force with Us on this Occasion, and all ®dncurr in pointing out You -
as®the Person best able to render our Honble Employers the neces-
sary Service at this Juncture till they shall make their further
Pleasure knowir by the Appointment of a President for their
Affairs here— ¢ . °

These reasons urge Us 4o mgke Yeu an Offer of being President
of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal {ill a Person is Appointed by the
Honble Company; And We flatter Ourselves You will be induced
to Accept of Our Offer from Your yonted Regard to the Interest of ,
Our Honble Employers, and zeaﬂ for the Wellfare of their Affairs,
which We doubt not Yousare, as well as Ourselves, convinced, will

E
[
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be much prejudiced by a Rotation in the Executlve part of Govern-

ment.
We wait Your Reply, and have the I—£on0ur to be

Sir
" Your most Obedient
. & most humble Servants
° W* WaTTs .
e ) C MANNINGHAM
. , Ricu® BECHER
. ° M: CO.LLETT
ForRT WILLIAM W: MACKETT o o
the 26th June, 1758 THO" BOODD%M. .
Mill writes : . ]

o Convmced that he alone had sufﬁc1ent authority €0 over-awe
the Nabob into the performance of his obllgatlons, the council,
including the four gentlemen who were appointed 'the governors,
came to a resolution, highly expressive of their own di§interestedness
and patriotism, but full of dlsregard angl conteppt for the judgment
and authority of their superiors.” _ o

But there was no dlsregard and contempt for the judgment
and authority of their superlors They rightly judged that
“ had their employers beén apprized of the preseht state of
~ eaffairs in Béngal, SfRey would have placed the presidentship
in some one person, ag the clegrest and easiest method of
condfeting their concerns.” Clive accepted the offer at once.
He wrote “To the Hon"™ William Watts Esq. and the rest
of the Gentlemen of Fort Willilanf> as follows : .

GENTLEMEN,—I have received Your Letter of this day’s date;
and cannot sufficiently express the grateful4sense I°*have of the
favorable opinion You are pleased to entertain o Jme, the which

ehas induced You to desire my acceptance of the PreSIdency, at this
critical conjuncture.

Tho’ I think I have Buse to be dissatisfied with the Court of
Directors, for laying me aside in their new form of government with-
out any reason assigned, after having named me as Head of the
General Committee in the letter of the 3% August'last, yet animated
by the noble example of Pulic Spirit which Yqu have set me, I
have determined to wave all pmVateoconsxderatlons, where the General
Good is concerned ; and as there is no doubt, that the Government
of a single Person, involved as we now are with the Country Powers,
must have infinite advantages oyer that complicated form of Govern-
ment established from home, I sbeﬁl from that motige; tho’ both my
health and private concerns strongly ?%qugre my returning to Europe,
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accept the Offer Yoy have done me the honor to make me, till such
time as Our Employgrs have appointed a President in the usual form.

I cannot omit testifying my ackn.owledgements, Gentlemen, to
You all in general, for the zeal You have discovered for the Service
of our Masters yipon this occasion, but in particular to You, who
have been nominated to be in the rotation of Governors. ¢ You have
made such a saerifice, that few, if any, 1nstances'can be given of the
like. You have of your own acco panted with the dignity of Govern- .
ment, and all the advantages thereunto annexed, because You appre-
hended that thg Company’s affairs coulg not be properly conducted
uredesr a Government so constituted.

‘Unequgl ag I am to the weighty task of directing this Presidency,
especially in civil matters, to which I have never beery able to give
- due attentior, on aceo.unt of my military avocations, I am now,
Gentlemen,.to beg the assistance of Your advice; and therefore
hope You will persevere in the zeal You have hitherto’so abundantly
shewn, and that none of You, but more particularly Mr. Watts, who
can render yle considerable services fromehis thorough knowledge
of the politicks of thls Cougtry, will entertain a thought of leaving
me, till affairs arg ﬁna]ly determined from home.

CALCUTTA,
20th June, 1758

Clive was still more exp11c1t apd emphatically expressed
his dissatisfaction to Mr. Pigot : . .

“ The absurd sistetn of Government orderd fom home, & the fatal®
consequances likely te attend if in these garts, have induced me, at
the partlcular Request of the Gentlemen in Council, to accepf of the
Md#nagemént ‘f Affairs for the present, much against my own Inclina-
&on I assure yous for notwitgstanding a few flourishing paragraphs
i the®Companys General Letters, I have no reason to be satisfied
with the Treatment of the Directors, in appointing me the 1st of the
Committee for transgcling their Affairs in Bengal in their Letter of
August, & afterWards mak® another Nomination without the least
Apology or Reasons given for so doing. You will observe, they,
greatly dlsapprove the Independent Powers given me by you Gentle-
men, tho all theiy Successes in Beng# be owing to that Act of
Adthority.”

Clive forgat that he had led the Court to suppose that
he had returned to Madras, and that they could not have
heard of Plassey and its far reathng results. But Clive’s
nomination had been due not merely to the state of affairs
in Bengal. The day the Hardwicke arrived, a report reached
the Committeg that Fort St David had surrendered. It
was true. .



o . CHAPTER 11 . .
. )

1758-9: LALLY)S cAMPAIGN

O~ April 28, 1758, the freat French armament, so long and
anxiously expected, anchored off Cuddalore. Coynf, de Lally,
who had been appointed Commissary of the King for all French
possessions in the East, and Commander-in-Chief,_ proceeded
with two vessels to Pondicherry. Thomas Arthur, Comte de
Lally, was the son of Sir Gerard O’Lally, one of the men who,
after the capitulation®f Limerick, made their choice cn the
banks of the Shannon to go ove® to Ffance. He entered
the French service as a captain in Lord Dfllon’s regiment,
a regiment of the illustrious Irish Brigade, and <he nlarried a
Frenchwoman connected yith some of the noblgst families
of France.! As soon as Lally was born he was, according
*to the custoom of aﬁe French Army at the time, enlisted in
his father’s company, and 2ill i® was fiftcen he was trained
by him.in all the details 6f the profession dignified hy danger.
At the age of nineteen he was,at the head of a company ip
the Irish Brigade. He was little more than twenty-five whgn
he was appointed to the command of a regiment, and at the
head of his corps he won distinction nearetheshamlet of Fon-
Jenoy. He was considered one of the best s?ldiers in France
when, eleven years later, he was sent by the French Ministry
to drive the English Sut of India. His tharacter and ehis
career have been coloured by his own memoirs, by French
writers and English historians. That he wss a soldier of

[ -]

14 MeMoirs of CoUNT LALLY®from Mis embarking fer the East Indies as
Commander in Chief of the Freneh Forggs in fhat Country, to his being sent
Prisoner of War to England, alter the Surrender ol Pondichery.. Consisting
of Pieces Written by Himself and Addressed to his JupaEs, in ANSWER to
the Charges brought against him by the Attorney General of his MosTt
CuRisTIAN MAJEsTY. Illustrated bw a,Map of his Military Operations in the
East Indies.” P P

52,
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ardent courage, tMoroughly trained in the technical part of
his profession, there gannot be a shadow of doubt. But,
judging from the material we have, he had not the attributes
which make f8r success in a commander, nor the reach of
mind necessary for comprehendlng and direeting great affairs.
He was arrogant, excitable, 4nd qmpulswe ; his tones and
gestures were vehement; his temper was shot, and when it
blgzed out his speech was virulent’ But when we consider
his® unconqugrable fidelity to his country, his jealous sense
of honour, his hatred of corruption, his generosity?his courage
and fortitude, his faults are shadows that flee in the light of
his great qualities. .

On the afternoon of April 28, 1758, Lally, accompanied
by some of his chief officers, landed® at Pondicherry. He
was warned by tht directors of the Company, before leaving
France, of the 1mbe<:1hty, corruption, and cupidity that pre-
vailed ifi their chief settlement; but great was his surprise
and indignation when he found oy arrival that the state of
affairs was far worse than it had been dgscribed, The ignor-
ance of the Governer and Council was cobossal. They could®
not tell him the number of tife Enjlisteforces on the coast, and
they could afford him no accurate information regarding the
@rtiﬁcations at ,Cuddalore. ard Fort St. David. They had
fqr eight months been expecting a large force, and they had
taken no measures for providing it with stores and transport.
He complainedetha® he was unable to find twenty-four hours’
provision for the troops at Pondicherry, and there was no money,
in the Treasury "to pay them.

oLally had sailed from the port of Brest with his own regi-
ment of Irish, 1,000 strong, and 50 of the Royal Artillery.
Before the fleet had been many days at sea, pestilence smote
the men, and the maliﬁnant- feve® did its deadly work with
appalling rapidity. More than 300 died before they reached
Rio Janeiro. But though his troops were weakened by sick-
ness and by a long voyage, though he had not sufficient pro-
visions nor transport, Lalk_,s determined to march at once
against Fort St. David. The determination to carry out
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plans without an attention to circumstaﬁ.ces was the main
cause of all his misfortuneg. On the yery day of his landing
he sent, in the evening, 1,000 Europeans and as many sepoys,
under the command of Count d’Estaing, adainst Fort St.
David. They nfarched without proper guides, and after
wandering in the dark, arrived there soon after daylight,
 hungry and without prov1smns The followmg day M. de
Soupire came up with more troops, some heavy cannom, amd
a convoy of provisions. On May 1 Lally arrived gt the Garden’
House, a mfle and a half to the north-west of Fort St. David.!

Lally, before leaving the fleet, h#ll arranged with his
colleague, Admiral d’Ache, that he should land the troops
the next day. But the following morning d’Aghe saw the
unexpected sight of Phe English squadron, and® he at once
weighed anchor and stood out to sea with the troops on board.

Admiral Pocock had arrived at Madras with his fleet from
Bengal on March 24. A month after he was joined by Com-
modore Stevens with his, squadron from England. Pocock,
having put is fleet,* in the best condition possible for sea,”

*sailed on April 17eto intercept the French naval force which

was daily expected.> Ae haﬁ'—pas‘!: nine o’clock on theemorning
of the 28th the British admiral saw seven ships in S§. Davjd’s
Road getting under sail, and'tvvo, cruising in the offing. As
they did not answer his signals, he concluded they were enemies,
and made the signal for a general chase.® At noon the enemy,
being joined by the two vessels in the offtng, formed the line
.of battle ahead, and Pocock also made the Signal to form
his line. It was, however, three o’clock before all the English
vessels came up and got into their station nefrly within random
shot of the enemy. Then Pocock in the Yarmouth, 64 guns, in
the centre bore down upon the Zodzac “on*board of which
ship M. d’Ache wore a comette*at the mizen-topmast head.”
As he approached, the Frefich opened a steady fire, but Pocock
‘ forbore to throw out the signal for engaging till he came

1 See Chapter IIL, Vol. I, A 2 Cambridge, p. 124,

3 The signal 1mplles that every slnp igdo push with crdwded sail and with-
out regard to each other in pursuit of the enemy until countermanded by a
different signal.””’—Orme, Vol. 1., p. 298.
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within half m-usket:shot of the Zodiac.” Then, perceiving that
all the ships had not gpt near enoygh to the enemy, he made
the signal for a closer engagement. It was immediately com-
plied with by ®the Elizabeth, the Tyger, and the galisbury,
wh@ were in the van. The Yarmouth an® the three ships
opened fire with round shot at fhe French hulls, and the enemy
vigorously returned it, aiming chiefly at the rigging. * The
Enaglish and French admirals, Pocock and D’Ache, as with
the spirite ofg duel, kept close and directed their fire entirely
against each, other.” ' The action in the van®and centre
continued pn both sMes with great fury. The French shot
flew high, but the British round shot at their hulls strewed
their decks yvith killed or wounded. At half-past four p.m,
Pocock obsérved that the rear of the french line had drawn
up pretty close to their flagship. He signalled to the Cumber-
land, Newcastle, and Weymouth, the three rear ships, to engage
closer.2 * *“ Sdon after M. d’Ache broke the line,” says Pocock,
*“and put before the wind; his segond astern, who had kept
on the Yarmoutk’s quarter most part of the actiopn, then came
up alongside, gave *his fire and then boreeaway; and a few*®
minuteseafter the efemy’s vah bofe away also.” *  The British
admiral at ence hauled down the signal for the line and made
she signal for a.general chase. About five the French were
je@ined by the two ships returning from Pondichérry, while the
Yarmouth, Elizabeth, Tyger, and Salisbury, the ships in the
van, had been®so drippled that they could not keep up with
the vessels that had not suffered in the rear. Darkness had,
begun to fall, and the chase had to I%e abandoned.

% Orme, Vol. IL, p. 300.

2 Admiral Pocock observed, that Commodore Stevens, captain Kempen-
felt, captain Latham, and captain Somerset, who were in the van, behaved
as became gallant officers ; and that captain Harrison’s behavior, as well as all
the officers and men Jefongin®to thee Yarmguth, gave him sensible satisfaction.
Had the captains in the rear dene their duty as well, the admiral would have
had great pleasure in commending thén : but their manner of acting in the en-

! gagement appeared so fau1ty to him ; that, on his return to Madras, he ordered
a court martial to assemble, and enquire into their conduct. In consequence of
which, captain Vincent was sentenced to, be dismissed from the command of
the Weymouth ; captain Legge to be @ashiered from his Majesty service; and
captain Brereton to lose one year’®ank as a post-captain.”—Grose, Vol. IL,
Pp. 285-286, 3 Admiral Pocock’s Despatch,



56 "+  The Life of Lord Clive

On the morning of May 1 Pocock ancht:red three barques
to the northward of Sadrag. The pregious night the French
fleet had anchored at the roadstead of Alamparva, some fifteen
miles south of him. Their losses had been severt—six hundred
men killed and wounded. The British loss was only a little
over a hundred men. At bhe roadstead the Bien Aimé, of 54
guns, owing to her damaged cable having parted, was driven
into the surf and stranded without the possibilify of recoweny,
but her crew, guns, and some of her stores were gavgd.

The day @fter the action Admiral Pocock wrote the following

letters, one to the President and the otlfer to the Select Com-
‘mittee : .

To THE HonBLE. GEOBGE Prcor Esgr. .

Dear Sig,—You will see by my Igtter to the Committee an
account of the action yesterday afternoon, which hope the enemy
have felt pretty severely; but a fresh affair with them might prevent
their designs on our Settlements taking place, and which khope by
sea and land we shall be able to effect, and therefore you may be
assured I am very anxious tosknow the true state of affairs, that our
joynt_endeavours may frustrate all their attempts. The Tyger and

. eSalisbury are fhuch d@ﬁlaged as well as this ship, in their yards and
masts, and those two ships are put vgeakly mann’d ; the Cumberland-
took ox board the Queenbor8ugh’s marines, and the Tyger was furnished
with twenty seamen from her. Ihope the two frigates are at Madrgss.

Men is our chief want in the old ships, which, whether European
or Lascars, if they can be procur d pfay let us be supply’d, in case

_you don’t stand in need of them at this time. ®

I wonder the enemy chose to run so far to leeward before the
engagement, as we must be rund ten leaguessto the northward of
Pondicherry. I have only to add that I am, with proper esteem,

. Dear Sir, - .
Your most Obedlent Humble Servant
' ‘GEORGE Pococke
Yarmouth oFF SADRASS _
30th April 1758., .

To THE HoNBLE. GEoRGE PigoT ESQR PRESIDENT,
AND THE GENTLEMEN .§F THE SELECT COM'MITTEE
[ ]
AT ForT ST. GEORGE e

GENTLEMEN,—This is to acquaint you that yesterday morning,
running down the coast, I saw seven ships in St. David’s Road getting
under sail. Soon after I made®tlee signal for knoying each other,
which they not answeting I conclud® they were the enemy, upon
which I made the signal for a general chase ; but at noon, upon their
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being join’d by twoeships that were in the offing, and forming them-
selves into a line of battle ahead, I thought it necessary to do the
same. A little before téree in the afiernoon I bore down upon the
French commanding ship,and made the signal to engage, which was
continued till #bout five, when the French Commodore broke the
ling and bore gway with his whole squadron, op which % made the
general signal to chase, but obsegving they were joined by two ships
to leeward, and night approaching, mfde the signal to keep to wind-
ward of them, expecting to be able to engage them this morning, but
as tl.ley shew’d*no lights in the night we have seen nothing of them
singe.

The loss af the squadron in general has not been very considerable.
The Yarmouff’s yards and masts much damaged, and $etween thirty
and forty men killed @nd wounded, the number in the other ships
as yet not known : no Commission Officer is kill’d exgept Lieutenant
Hayter of the Cumberland. 1t did not appear that the French suffer’d
much in their masts and yards, though I imagine they must in their
hulls, as ourfire was directed low. The reBairs our ships will want in
the rigging, masts @and yamis will prevent my getting to windward
for two days, therefore shall continue off Sadrass in expectation of your
immediate answer, that I may be satisfied what method will be most
necessafy toebe taken for the Company’s interest at this present
juncture.

Itake the Commanding Officer to b& Monsr. D’Ache : The squadron
consisted of nine two-deck ships and two frigates, byt no doubt you
can better inform me what force he had brought upon the coast.

Thig comes by Mr. Kirk, 40 witom J refer you for further par-
ticulars. .

» If th® Bfidgwater and Triton are in Fort St. George Road, I desire
eyou will signify my directiogs im writing to the Commanding Officer
fo receive on board all the recover’d men from the hospital, and proceed
immediately to windward to join me.?
o I am, with perfect esteem,
> ¢ Gentlemen,
Your most Obedient Humble Servant,
GeorGeE Pocock.

Yarmouth orF ,SADRASS L4
¢ 30th April 1758.

Lally heaxd of the action, and that the French fleet had
departed withqut lamtling jroopg during his march to Fort
St. David. But Lally was always most energetic when in
difficulties. On his arrival at Fort St. David he at once dis-
patched a force under Count d’Estaing against Cuddalore.
The defences of the town ge'e in the same weak state as when

1 Madras Select Committee Consultations.
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attacked twelve years before by the Freméh:' fhe garrison
consisted of 80 European infantry, 25 E;uropean artillerymen,
400 sepoys, and some lascars Fifty French prisoners had to
be guarded in the fort. On May 4, 1758, Cuddalore sur-
rendered, on the eondition that the garrison should retiresto
Fort St. David with their arens ahd field ammunition, and that
the French prisoners should be released with liberty to pro-
ceed to any of the neutrdl ports in the south, until the .fa’ae
of Fort St. David should be decided. o o

Soon afte&r the surrender Lally returned to Pondicherry in
order to rouse an effete and corrupt government into making
the necessary* preparations for supplying transport when the
troops landed. He had advanced them money from his own
purse, but no preparations had been made. Lally wrote :
*“I sent you 100,000 francs of my money to ald in the neces-
sary expenses. I havé not found on my arrival resources of
- 100 pence in your purse or in that of your Couneil.” *In his
anxiety to forward the trogps to Fort St. David as soon as
they were landed Lally, it is said by the English historian,
drdered the natives ¢o be pressed and employed, without dis-
tmctlon of caste, in carpyind burtlens and performing whats
ever menial labour might be required. Lally, who had jugt
.landed and knew nothing of Qriental feeljng or custom,,
might have been guilty of this fatal blunder. But theefaul}
did not rest entirely with him. His own letters must be taken
into account. A few days after the troops landed he wrote
to De Leyrit, the Governor, begging him to obtam by rewards
the assistance of the inhabitants of Pondlcherry In another
letter he complains that Phe petty exactions and vexations ef
the civil and military authorities prevented the peasants from
supplying provisions necessary for the army.«* On May 14
the troops were landed, and, owing t8 Lallws energy, sent
off at once to Fort St. David. Eally returned to Cuddalore,
and the old fort was again besieged by the “French.

The troops under the command of Lally consisted of 1,600
Europeans and 600 natives' of allaarms The *garrison con-

1 See Chapter IlL, Vol L
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sisted of 619 Eufopeans, of whom 83 were pensioners, 250
sailors who had beengrecently landed, and about 1,600 sepoys
and lascars. Major Tplier, the commander, had in many a °
stiff encountet proved himself to be a brave officgr, but he
waé a bad taetician. He made the blunder® of defending with
his small garrison several bafteries and redoubts outside the
citadel. They were captured by the French on May 17. The
follqwing evening the enemy opencd three trenches at a dis-
tahce of Jesg than 400 yards. By May 30 they had advanced
others to within 200 yards from the glacis, and®n the same
day finished and opened three other batteries. From their
support by other guns they kept up an incessant fire of shot
and shell. The garrison were overmatehed both in the number
and calibre of guns, and they could not make efficient use of
those they had, oWing to the i increasing want of powder. The
scarmty of prov1s10ns had also begun to be severely felt, and
“ the énemy’s bombs had likewise ruined the reservoirs and
the only gell of good water in the fort, and that in the ditch
was too brackish to be drunk.

The chief hope*now lay in the arrlvalbof the English fleef.
Pococls had sailed from S8&dras, but the leaky state of the
Cymberland retarded his progress, and it was not till the 28th

othat the French squadrop was discovered at anchor in the
soad of Pondicherry. As soon as the English fleet was sighted,
d’Ache, with the concurrence of the Governor and Council,
resolved not tv atfack the enemy, but to keep his ships moored
as close as fossible to the shore that they might receive the
assistance of the guns along the strand.' The French admiral
did not care to°risk an enga,gement he said, on account of
the large number of sick and wounded sailors who were on
shore incapafile of duty When Lally was informed of this
resolution he set out at onte fo® Pondicherry, leaving orders
for a detachment of 400 Efropedns to follow him as fast as
they could march Early in the morning of the 30th he
arrived there, and as Commjssery of the King convened the
Council. He® offered theedetachment he had brought, with
1 Orme, Vol. 1L, p. 312
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the same number of sepoys and Lascars, fof servjce on board
the ships. - The sailors had refused to put to sea until their
wages had been paid. Lally found the funds to satisfy their
demands. He “ protested warmly agalnst the dlsgrace of
not meetmg the &inglish squadron in the open sea.” The
former resolution was résciaded*by the Council. ‘ Mr. Lally
returned to the camp in the evening ; and the next day Mr.
D’Ache, with the eight Yrincipal ships, now ‘manned ith
3,300 men, weighed anchor, but, instead of begaripg doWn
on Mr. Pocacke, who could not work up to him, kept the
wind, plying for Fort St. David.” When the garrison saw
the French squadron working towards the road, they aban-
doned all idea of further resistance; and on June 2 they hung
out a flag of truce. ‘At six in the evening, a c}ompany of
French grenadiers were admitted into%he for?, and the garrison
marched with drums and colours to the foot” of the glacis,
where they grounded their arms, and surrendered thefnselves
and their ensigns to the French line drawn up to receiye them.”
Acting accordlng to 1nstructlons from France, Lally ordered
the fortificatidns te be immediately razed to the ground.
" During the day Lally had d&tacl®d a foree under d’Estaing
against*Devicotah, the garrison consisting only of 8p Eurp-
peans and 600 sepoys, and Devigotah was abandoned on hisg
approach. On the evening of June 7 1758, Lally at the*head
of his troops entered Pondicherry in triumph and proceeded
to the cathedral, where a Te Deum was sung. oTlluminations
and banquets brought to a close a day of rejoicing. Lally’s
triumph was, however, darkened by dismal foreboding. The
condition of the French® exchequer and tlte corruption ef
the Pondicherry government were by no means favourable
to his plans. ¢

: Clive was vexed and sowe distressed whens he heard that
~Fort St. David, recently strongly forlified, had been taken
by a small French force in the face of a British force and a
British fleet. The gallant and, v1ctor10us defence made under
Stringer Lawrence against superle:r numbers ‘was fresh in
his memory. His anger broke out in his letter to Pigot :
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‘1 cantdot express to you my Resentment & Concern at the
infamous Sursendeg of St. David. Had there been no powder at all
left but for the Muske’t‘y, where wag the Excuse for giving up the
place till a Breach was made, the cover’d way stormed, & the Ditch
filled ? were oyr Enemie8 supplied with Wings to fly into the place ?
I am fully persuaded had Mons® Lally been obliged to makeapproaches
tosthe Top ofsthe Glacis, the Climate wou’d fave done him more
Injury, than all the Powder & Ball imthe East Indies. I could wish
for the Honor & Welfare of our Nation ; that,Court Martial wou’d
make the severest Examples of the Gyilty in these cases. For the
future, I would not leave it in the power of a Commanding Officer
to'forfeit. his trust; but give him positive orders not to surrender
any Fort, til? a Breach were made in the Body of thegplace, and one
Assault at least sustai.ned.”

Meer Jaffier considered that the opportunity had come
for the destruction of Rai Dulab, whom the English protected.
He found *a dexterous .lnstrument in Nuncomar, who had
followed the agmies to Patna. Rai Dulab had employed him
on account of his being conversant with the details of revenue
adminiStratibn, When a difficulty arose as to the payments
upon the,* tuncaws,”’ or assignments of rent, granted to the
English, he proffered his services, and ,Clive agcepted them.
He at once began & vast system of corrup?ion, oppression, and
tyranny. He knew his evil practlces might escape the notice
of, the Rnglish, but not that of a native and vigilant Finance

oMinister. He therefore, ag ostensible agent of the Company,
determined to aid the Nawab in the removal of Rai
Dulab. He assured the Nawab and his son that the English
would not interfete in the government if the money were
regularly paid. He frightened the Seths by stating that if
Rai Dulab withheld the revenue they would have to find

" the money. On‘*July 24 he attained his object. Rai Bulub,
Meeran’s minister, was appointed Duvan and Rai Dulab
was ordered t& render up his accounts to his successor. Four
days after Scrafton wrote to Cifve: “ Nuncomar is an in-
triguing rascal : the elevatidn of .Ra]a Bullub by his agency
greatly affects our influence here. Our enemies gain ground
daily. Roy Dullub is gravely menaced.” !

1 8¢crafton to .Cli\Q, Moraud Baug, July 28th.



62 . The-+Life of Lord Clive

In the meantime Clive had acted on Scrafton’s.suggestion,
and invited the Nawab to visit Calcutta. *Meer Jaffier, who
accepted the invitation, left Murshidatfad on August 6, and
descended the Hugli with a multitide of ollowers in a
splendid fleet of poats. He was received with every mark

"of honour and, after havigg been magnificently entertained
for several days, geturned evidently well pleased, says Clive,
with his reception. On August 19 Clive, in a postscript to a
letter to Pigot dated the 14th, wrote as follows : o . .

“ Since clésing my last Letter the Nabob is arrived,, & seems very
well pleased with his Reception. A visit fsam the Subah of these
provinces was never known or heard of before. 1 dont doubt his
arrival here will have all the good Effects which are expected from

it, and that we shall have peace & time on our Hands {o distress our
Enem® in other parts.” © .
-4

L ]

The visit of the Nawab did not have all ¢he good effect
expected. Clive’s optimism was the natural result of experi-
ence in overcoming difficulties with insignificant resources.
The view he took of the gituation on the coast is however,
an illustration that he possessed the statesman’s insight into
the main factors Sf a complicaied problem. He wrote on

. . o .
August 14:
. 'y °

"¢ 1 cannot quit the Coast without explaining to you my Sentig
ments of Affairs there. I do not find®that M. Ldlly is able jo take
the Field with three thousand men. When the expected Forc8s
arrive, and are joined with those at Madrass and Trichinopoly, we
shall be 2500 strong, & I do not think victory depends so much upon
equality of Numbers as Conduct & Resolution. From the several
Accounts I have reced of Mons™ Lally, I do not emtertain that high
Opinion of him, which he seems to have gained upon the Coast, and
indeed his late Behaviour®has confirmed me in *this Opinion. Cap?
Monchassin, who is here, recd a Letter from his Brother at Paris,
informing him of the Manner on which these TroQps were raised ;
they were not draughted out of any of the regimenls of France, but
are composed of Foreigners &oDeserters ; These Latter had a pardon
promised them, on Condition ef inligting for the East Indies. Altho’
Mons* Lally is a Colonel in the Irish Brigade, € do not find that any
of that Corps have come out with him. The Capture of St. David’s
ought to add nothing to our Appre}.lensions of his succeeding in future
enterprizes, for there was no Opportgnity given of®experiencing the
Courage of his Troops, excepting the Atitck of the Fascine Battery,
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which I thinks makgs rather in praise of our Forces than his, since an
Officer & 50 Men coyld defend it against all the Attempts of the French
from ten in the Evenigg till three {he next Morning. If Colonel
Lawrence could by any means draw the Enemy upon a spot of Ground
he is well acquginted wifh, & attack them in the Manner he did at
Bawoor, I should entertain great hopes of his Success .

¢‘ By this time the Superiority of our Forct at Sea I take for
granted is beyond Dispute, & ot Consequence our Resources must
be more than those of the French : this will be, another inducement
for us to hazargl an Engagem*' wheneveg we can do it with the least
probability of Success ; a Victory on our Side must confine the French
within the w%lls of Pondicherry, and when that happens, nothing can
then save them from Destruction, but a superior Fogce at sea, of
which I see dittle probablhty, notwithstanding the Report of a 3]
Division. .

‘“ It it should be thought, that we are not strong’ enough for an
Offensive War, other Measures I think may be persued, which will
greatly distress, if not in the End ruin omr Enemies. Their great
want of Money is we]L knowg:, & every method which can be thought
of to increase their®want of it, must greatly conduce to overset all
their Offensive Schemes: cant a Body of Moratta or other Horse -
be takew into, pay to burn ravage & Destroy the whole Country, in
such manner as that no Revenue can be drawn from thence. Bengal
is in itself @n inexhaustible fund of Riehes, & you may depend upon
being supplied with Money & provisions in abundance: in the mean-
time what must becqme of the French, if tﬁey cannot raise money* ¢
sufficient to pay their Forces;—they must disband their Blacks,
& the Whites will disband themselves.

“1 figd M. Lally is gone South; if the King of Tangore be not
overawed into a Compliance wjth M Lallys Demands, and give
A551stance to Capl® Caillaud,® have such an Opinion of that Gentle-
Man’s Ablhtles, and the Goodness of his Garrison, that I sincerely
believe the French will meet with some Disgrace before Trichinopoly.”

. [
Lally wrofe to Bussy upon the taking of Fort St. David :

“ It is the whole of British India which it now remains for us to
attack. I do not gonceal from you tha®, having taken Madras, it
is *my resolution to repair immediately, by land or by sea, to the
banks of the Ganges, where your talents and experience will be of

the greatest importance to me.”?!
[}

Lally’s first “design,» aft(;g his..return to Pondicherry in
triumph, was to attack at once Madras. But d’Ache, who had
refused to co-operate with him, had gone upon a cruise to
the south to jntercept vezse}s ‘arriving from England, and

1 Mifl, Vol. IiL, p. 164,
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had taken with him the troops which Lally had put on board,
These were important considerations, buts it was the lack.
of money” which chiefly prevented him from ‘making an imme-
diate attack. *‘ Nothing saved Madrasy” Clive afterwards said,
““ from skaring the fate of Fort St. David at that time, but
their want of money, which gave time for stréngthening nd
reinforcing the place.”” The governor of Pondicherry and
Father Lavour, the local ghief of the Jesuits, who had a com-
manding influence in the councils of Pondlcherry, suggesbed
to Lally a method of obtalnlng funds. When Ehe-Ra]ah of
Tanjore was besieged -and hard pressed in 1750 by Muzaffar
Jang and Chanda Saheb,! he executéd a bond &o Chanda
Saheb for ﬁffy-six lacs of rupees, which Chanda’s son handed
over to Dupleix.? It still remained in the possgssion of the
Pondicherry Government, * and an 1nc1dent in ‘the capture
of Fort St. David concurred to suggest ths;, expedlency of
marching into the Tanjore country and demanding the money
sword in band.” ® Sahuji, ex-King of Tanjore, %ho Rad been
supported by the Englisle in 1749, had been found by the
JFrench at Fert St. David. He was escorted to Pondicherry
and received with ®much ostentatlon and’ ceremony in order
- that the apprehension of belng Supplantéd by his uacle, the
ex-Rajah, might add to the other fears of thee reigning
sovereign. LS . °
Lally adopted the suggestion of the governor ahd the.
Jesuit, and on June 18 he set forth towards Tapjore at the
head of 1,600 Europeans and a large numbet of disciplined
sepoys. He marched without organised trgnsport, without
provisions, and withoutymoney. He was new to the country,
and he was assured by Lavour and De Léyrit that suppiies
could be got on the journey. But the French had in their
march from Fort St. David plundered and butnt the villages
they passed through, and°the s’ufferers took their revenge.*
“The soldiers hungry, 1nd1gnaﬁt and serambling for a pre-

1 See Chapter VIIL, Vol. L * Wilks, Vol. 1, p. 396.

3 Orme, Vol. II., p. 318. °

4< An Account of the War in Indi2 bet“ een the Engligh and French,” by
Richard Cambridge, p 132. o
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‘carious supply in, the villages, marched one hundred miles
to Karical, ‘whither supplies and stores had been sent by
sea, before they obtalned a regular meal.”

On arriving at Karlikal Lally immediately sent forward a
detachment to take possession of the town gf Nagor®, situated
on'a river about four miles north of the Dutch settlement
of Negapatam. It carried on a very consjderable commerce,
and was reputed to be very rich. Lally farmed out its plunder
and®ransom to the captain of the French hussars for 200,000
rupees, stipfilating that if the profit exceeded 109,000 rupees,
a proportiofial additjon was to be made to the public fund.
Lally was®in want of ammunition, money and provisions, and
he applied to the Dutch Government to supply his wants.
They, “awed by his force” (accordmg to Orme), supplied
him with 20,000 Jb. of ewunpowder, and promised to assist
him to obtain®provisions, but they refused to lend him any
money.. Lally also applied to the Danish settlement of
Tranquebar for assistance, and they sent him six small field-
pieces, with 10,000 Ib. weight of gunpowder.

On the 28th Lally left Nagore, and &ffer ha%ing marcheds .
six mile.s halted at Trivellorg,? where stands a large pagoda of
great antiquity and sanctity. Orme states that Lally, * be-
lieving the report of those who meant only to please him,
Ymagiged the bfamins to be very rich, and that the images
they worshipped were of gold; in this persuasion, he ran-
sacked and® dug thg houses, dragged the tanks, and took the
idols out of the chapels, but no treasures were found; and
the idols provedl to be only of brass.” At Trivellore Lally
found that there, was encamped wifhin ten miles of him a
1ax.?ge force under the Rajab’s general, Monakji. Caillaud
had materiallg, improved its fighting capacity by sending to

1 Orme, Vol. IL, p. 320.® Orme, adds {fe following comment : ‘“ Hitherto
the conduct of Mr. Lally had peen iree from the reproach of those pecuniary
views, which he continually imputed® witholit distinction to every one in the
service of the French cotpany; but this agreement gave them no slight pre-
tence to retort peculation on himself, as going shares with Fischer in the profits
of Nagore.”” There is ample proof of the ;orruption prevailing at Pondicherry,
but there is no proof that Lally wenb shares with Fischer, and the charge is
contrary to his wfole character #ed career.

2 Trivellore or Tiruvallur, a%own in Chingleput district, Madras.

F
.
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it from Trichinopoly a detacbment of 500 tramed British
sepoys, 10 English gunners, and 300 * colleries.”

As Lally advanced the Tanjorean force fell back slowly
covered Wlth clouds of cavalry, and fhe “ colleries”’ attacked.
the rear’of the JFrench army, cut off their foraging parties
and drove away great hurgbers of the cattle which the French
had collected. Qn the morning of the 18th Lally arrived
within six miles of Tanjere. The Rajah sent «a message that
he was willing to negotiate, and Captain Maudave and a Jesult
St. Estevag, proceeded at once to Tanjore for That purpose.
They demanded the full sum in the pond, fiffy-six lacs of
rupees with the interest. The Rajah offered threelacs. They
immediately went back to camp, and returning next day,
offered to accept ter® lacs in money, provided) the French
were furnished with 600 bullocks afid a supply of gunpowder.
The Rajah refused to supply the bullocks fdr the-true and
proper reason that 'the supply or sale of begves ewas con-
trary to his religion. Monak]1 refused to place before his
sovereign the preposterous ‘demand for a suppfy of gun-
powder.

On the night of the 19th th&forces moved to the suburbs
and the bombardment of the city began. After a, few days
the Rajah renewed negotiations. They were protracted and
Lally, having some ground for suspectlng that they were
prolonged in order to obtain more assistance from Trich-
inopoly, lost his temper and denounced ot gnly the utmost
vengeance on the city, but he also threatened to carry .
*the Rajabh and his family slaves to Maurifius. The Hindu
king, stung to the quick by the outrage,«determined to die

fighting on the ramparts sooner than yield to his " in-
sulting foe. s

On August 2 the French having adeanced from the suburbs,
their batteries again opered fige on®the city. Caillaud, who
had not been certain that the Rajah wéuld not make terms
with the French, i_mmediate.ly sent to him a reinforcement of
five hundred disciplined sepoy’. ,Lally conducted the opera-
tions of the siege with vigour. Oif August 7 he effected a
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breach, but tWentyofour hours’ bombardment was still requlslte
to make it practlcable His ammunition was, however, so
scanty that he was driven to fire back upon the enemy their
own cannon balls, and he had but a few days’ provisions for
his Furopean soldiers and none for the SePOoySs and camp
followers.

On August 8 Lally heard that the English squadron, after
a second action with d’Ache, had 8ppeared’ before Karikal
and-threatened a descent. All hope of relief was gone. Lally
summoned a council of war. It was determined by a majority -
to raise the $iege. The sick and wounded were at once sent
away undér the escort of 150 Ruropeans. At midnight,
August 10, 1758, having spiked and dismounted the battering
cannon, Lal’s troops moved away frotn Tanjore. The next
morning the Tanjorean c8valry and a large body of sepoys
overtook them,®cut off fifty of their number, and captured
two fieldpiecgs and two mortars. They had no food during
their long march except a few cocor‘luts gathered on the road.
On August 12 a crowd of exhausted and famlshed soldiers
again entered Trivellore, where they found supphes which *
had beeq sent from Karikal.e After a halt of three days they
were agaip in motion, and on August 18 they arrived at Karikal
and found the English squadrgn at anchor off the mouth of
t?xe river.

* After the action of April 29 the English squadron proceeded
to Madras tb rgfit. « The necessary repairs having been made
and supplies ebtained, Pocock sailed again on July 25, but,
it was not till thé morning of August 1 that the British admiral
saw the French squadron, consisting® of eight. ships of the
line and a frigate, setting sail off Tranquebar. In the even-
ing they bore down on the British fleet to about two miles
distance, *“ but they di® not ehuse &0 come nearer, and at six
o’clock hauled their wind anel matle sail to the eastward.”
On the evening of the 2nd they saw four of the French ships
in shore, and the next day the actign was fought. On August 8
Captain JameseBarton, whe, arrived at Madras “in a sloop
from Muscat, but last from Negapatam, brought the following
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letter from Admlral Pocock giving an account of the late
engagement : } 0

To Tue HonBLE. GEORGE PicoT EsSQR. ,
AND THE GENTLEMEN OF THE SELECT COMMTTTEE
AT ForT S®% GEORGE.

GENTLEMEN,—In the thorging of the 29th of last month 1 dlspatch d
a cattamaran w1th.a letter. In the evening of the same day saw a
large ship running down glong shore with French Colours &oisted
who I suppose at first took us for the French squddron, but gn pur
chasing her she made for the shore, and ran aground between Forto
Novo and S§. David’s, and not being able to get her®off; set her on
fire. She proved to be the Restitution. .

- On the 1st instant in the'morning saw th@ French squgdron getting
under sail off Tranquebar, and in the evening they bore down upon
us to about two miles distance, where we lay to for them in the line
ahead, with the starboagd tacks on board, but they &g not chuse to
come nearer, and at six o’clock hauleg their wind anll made sail to
the eastward. The 2% in the evening we destried four of them in
shore, and next morning at daybreak saw thenf all to windward,
about three leagues off Negapatam ; they soon formed the line ahead,
and began to bear down upon us with the land bree%e, at the latter
end of which their Ieadmg sdtip steer’d for our rear, by jwhich means
the sea breeze setting in about noon, we gain’d the weather gage
and bore do¥n upoy them, and got near enough to begin the action
about twenty minutes after oge o’clock. In about ten minutes time
Monsg. D’Ache set his foresail, and"kept morfe away, the eest of,his
squadron did the same, and their line was soon brokg. J made sail
after them with the whole squadron, and was able to keep withirl gun
shot of them at a running fight till aBout three clock, when findifig
they increased their distance by crowding all the sail in thefr power,
made the signal for a general chase, and pursued them till near dark,
when they got off by out sailing us, tho’ Ieapprgherid not without
receiving considerable damage; and not seeing them since conclude
they are gone to Pondicherry. At eight o’clogk that evening we
anchored here, where we are repairing our damages, which are chiefly
in our masts, yards and rigging, but hope will e ready for the s dga to
morrow morning. Our loss of men are thirty one kill’d, and one
hundred and sixteen wounded. The Commodore has a musquet shot
lodged in his shoulder, and Captain Martln wounded in the leg by a
splinter ; the gunner of thé®Cumberland®and boatswain of the New-
castle were kill’d in action ; sthe bghavidur of the officers and men in
general on this occasion was entirely to my ®atisfaction.

I wrote to Captain Caillaud yesterday, and mentioned every thing
to him I thought necessary. Mr Crooke informs me by letter dated
the 1st instant that Monsr. Lally was then besieging Tranjour. In

1 Madras Select Committee Consultatlons.
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Mr. Bodle’s letter which I received yesterday, he mentions nothing

particular. Th? enemy have not any vessels at Karical.

I have the honor to be
. Gentlemen
Yeur most Obedient Humble Servant
GEorGE Pocock.

Ydrmouth oFF KARICAL,

5th August 1758. i

Captain Batton also brought from the admiral to Pigot
the 'following.:

. ““ Remarks &c%son board His Majesty’s Ship Yarmouth, ®
® August 3d. 1758.

At day light saw the French fleet on our weather quarter ; and
at 45 minutes after 5 A.M., made the signal for the line a head. At
6 Negapatam Bore W.S. W 4+ W. distant abost 3 leagues. 8 minutes
past 7 made the s1gnal for thg Tyger and Cumberland to make more
sail, the above 51gn.als Were repeated by the Elizabeth and Queenborough.
At 20 minutes past 7 we stood to the S.E., in a well formed line, the
enemy’s wan at,the same time bearing W.1 N. distant about 4 miles.
At 1 past 8 the enemy’s van began to edge down upon us. At 40
minutes pasé 8 made the Tyger’s and &Elizabeth’s signals to change
places in the line. At 45 minutes past 9 the Tyger made the Salisbury’s
signal to close the line. , At 10 the enemy bore away as ifthey intended
to run under the rear of our line, angl 10 minutes after we, having
made the®signal for the leading ship to steer two points frojn the
former cowrses bore away also, steering south per compass. At 25
ngmutes past 10 made the Weynpouth’s signal, and the Weymouth
made thg Newcastle’s to close tH® line. From that time till 20 minutes
padt 11 little or no wind, and our line in some disorder, the boats
being employgd in towing their particular ships into their stations.
At 20 minutes past 11 ¢he sea breeze set in from the S.E., and brought
the French to bear on our larboard and lee quarter. At } past 11
the enemy’s van on our beam distant about 14 miles. At 20 minutes®
past 12 p.m. made the leading ship’s signal to steer 6 points from
the former course, dur ships then in a well formed close line. At
55 minutes past 12 made the rear ship’s signal to close the line. At
1 took in our top, gallant sails. At this time the enemy appear’d to
be drawn up in a half moon line, their van and rear lying to windward
of their center. At 20 mmutes after 1, 8bserving the French Admiral
make the signal to engage,’and their van ship fire on the Elizabeth,
we immediately made the signal for engaging which was repeated by
the Elizabeth and Queenborough, and obey’d by the whole squadron.
10 minutes after the French Admiral®set his foresail and kept more |
away, the rest of their squadromedid the same and their line was soon
broke. The remainder of the action was a running fight. At 35
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minutes past 1, our signal for the line was shot away, and another
instantly hoisted ; 2 minutes afier that our ma topsail yard shott
down on the cap, and the main top mast'mfich damag’d at the same
time ; 40 minutes past 1 the signal for battle was shot away and
another hgisted directly. At 2.the enemy’s leading ship in the van
put before the wind, having cut away her mizen mast on account of
its being afire. The French Admiral put before the wind 8 minutes
after and was follow’d by all ¥he ships of the enemy from the van to
the center. At 25eminutes past 2 the enemy’s rear put before the
wind. At the same time wé® made the signal for a clser engagement
in order for our ships to bear down as fast as possible after fhe.m.
At 55 minutes past 2 the enemy wore and haul’d up a lidtle on the
larboard tacl®s, as we did at the same time. At 3 ma‘de the general
signal to chase, when we made all the sail we could after them, the
enemy being at too great a distance to fire at them afid crowding
with steering sails and every else from us, their boats all cut a drift
and they standing about N.N.W., we employed in knottigg and splicing
the old, and reeving new °rigging to enable us to make mere sail. The
less disabled ships about 3 miles a hea& and the enemy’s rear 5 do.
At 6 observing the enemy encreased their distamce, we made the
signal to leave off chase, hawling down the signal for battle at the
same time, and after joining our ships to leeward, Iawled close to
the wind with the larboard tacks on board and at 8 made the signal
and anchor’d in 9} fathom water. Karricall, W. 3 N. Pist: about
.3 or 4 Miles.o oo.

Letters from Mr. Whitehill; Resfdent at Sadras, and ggports of
many bersons from Pondicherry, give room to hope that the loss of
men on the side of the French in this action has been very corfsiderable ;
It is certain that the Comie de Prodencg, their Commodore’s ship, was
obliged to cut away her mizen mast, and that some others of thgir
fleet had considerable damage.” ? '

The reports proved true. The Erenc.h hatq., says Grose,
251 men killed and 602 wounded, and among the latter were
d’Ache and his captaim? .

On his return to Pondicherry, d’Ache announced his infen-

1 Grose writes: ‘° However, the French boasted ¢ that the English squadron
suffered greatly in this second action ; and that flount D’Ache would have had
the whole advantage, had it not Been for*the accident that happened on board
his ship and the Comfe de Provence, by the ombustibles which the English
threw on board. A That the Comie de Provence had al} her sails and mizen-mast
on fire, and it was with the utmost difficulty that the flames were extinguished :
and that the same thing happened to the Zodiaque, with this difference, that
the fire having gained the powder-Roorg, she was on the point of blowing up,
but was saved by the diligence of the officers.” ” Grose, Wol. II., p. 288.

2 ¢ The killed and wounded in the Frerich sguadron amounted by their own
accounts to 500.” Cambridge says 540 ; Orme “few less than 500.”
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tion of pr(;ceeding to Mauritius so soon as he could get
his ship fit for sed. Lally heard of this resolve during his
retreat to Karikal, ana at once sent Count d’Estaing to pro-
test against this decision. But his remonstrance was in vain.
On August 28 Lally himself with a small datachment arrived
at Pondicherry. He at once summgiongd a council consisting
of civil administrators and soldiers, and, ,backed by their
opinion, he endeavoured, partly by persuasion and partly by
menaces, to induce d’Ache either to fight the English squadron
again or at 18ast to defer his departure so long as §t continued
on the ccast. But djAche, supported by the opinion of all
his captains, refused to stay on the coast and meet the English
squadron, on the ground that there was neither rigging nor
supplies reméining in Pondicherry to justify the risk of another
action. After considerabl® persuasion he consented to leave
500 of his sailor® and marines to serve on shore, and on Septem-
ber 8, 158, he sailed with all his ships for the Isle of France.!

On September 1 John Call, the able engineer of Fort St.
George, sent to Clive the followiné account of the disasters
which overtook Lally, which contains ﬁmch fresh material
for the historian: , o .

&1r,—1 stoud have done myself the Honor to write you imme-
diately after the logs of St. Dayide & to have given you some account
of that fatal stroke, but I was apprehensive, a subject in which I
thought myself somewhat concern’d might have led me to say things
on report to d¢he prejudice of the Gentlemen there which might on a
farther enquiry Rave Prov’d false. You have eer this no doubt heard
many & variou$ particulars w* I am not yet qualified to confirm o,
contradict, notwithstanding I have seen & talk’d with Wynch who
arriv’d here three Pays ago. All I canwegather from his papers &
distourses inclines me to think the place was lost rather thro want
of conduct & proper management than bravery or the means to
defend it. .

By Captain Barton I supposg you jave heard of the last engage-
ment between the Squadroys & the Sitgation of things in the Tanjiri
Country. He did I believe carry®a report too of a large convoy going
to Lally’s Camp being cut off, but it prov’d to be groundless. How-
ever an heavier stroke has fallen on the L' General since that Time.
These are the particulars. 1}.fte9 some negotiations between the

1 Otme, Vol. IL., p. 336.
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King & Mons! Lally, matters seem’d to be adjusted & a promise &
part payment of 4 or 5 Lack of Rup® took place'; some Horse ‘were
also sent to the French Camp & hostages givén by both partys for the
performance of their engagements. How it happened is not altogether
clear, but it seems Mons? Lally acknowledges he infrihged the Treaty
& hostiliti®s were sgon renew’d to such a degree that two Batterys
were erected against Tanjore, & many shot fired. The Tanjorfnes
made a Sally or two & did soihe mischief,? but Caillaud having sent
some Gunners, field spieces & 1000 Sepoys, measures were concerted
with the horsemen sent to tRe French (whom Lally Rad dismounted
at first & us’d ill) and a grand attempt made on their Camp thé ofh
in the afternoon. A Musquet accidentally going off iu the French
Camp alarm’dethem & sav’d their Army, for at that jungture matters
were just ready for execution. Tho’ the comspirators thought they
were discovered yet they endevor’d to prosecute their stheme, one
purpos’d to begin with Lally' & actually made a cut at him which he
parried with his Arm the stroke was on the point of Reing renew’d
when Lally ran under Phe belly of an horse, got a¥ick in the
Guts & the fellow who attempted to demolish .him was cut down.
Murzasabeg at the head of the Tanjori Troops én one part, our
Sepoys in another, & the Collargo Polly guns & in another part fell
on the French Camp. The Batterys were soon taken, the Gun spiked,
& many men killed ; but 2000 Europeans were not to be broke by a
rude multitude after they had join’d in a compact body® However
M* Lally was sqsatisfyed with the drubbing he had got that he march’d
‘off that night or early®in the morning to a place called Amapettah &
from thence to Tervalore in the Road éo Najapatam. He wqu’d only
carry a* few rounds of amunition for each man & about four field
pieces, so that had the Tanjoriens pursued the advanthge %he wow’d
have been severely treated if not to¢ally routed before he wou’d haveo
reach’d Karikal. His battering Cannon, 1000 large Shots somg
Mortars, Shells, Tents & other baggage was left a prize to the Tanjoriens.
Fatal inhdeed has been Tanjore & Trichnapoly to the French! When
the news of this affair first reach’d Madrass it wis pofitively reported,
& continued to be believed for many Days that Lally himself was
killed and most of his people cut off. Nothing col’d have given us

_ more pleasure and therefor®the report I believe wag the easier credited,

however about the 22° we heard Lally was not only alive but mbst
of his men also. Wynck’s arrival confirm’d this, for he both saw &
convers’d with Lally, who own’d he did not find making War in this
Country so easy as he imagin'g nor the Country troops so dispicable.
Want of money (which is very great at Pondichery) and a prepossession
that the King of Tanjore wou’d eastly be brought to any Terms, en-
gaged Lally to march with his Troops very ill supplyd in every respect.
Had the Tanjoriens been lulled into a false security & our Squadron
not obliged the Enemys to retire ewery thing necessary for besieging
Trichnapoly might have been sent to®Kagikal by sea, and thence in

195 were killed in the Sally so that it was smart work.

-
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safety when he wanted them. As it happened he cou’d get nothing
without strong escorts, & often wanted Provisions. Had he even
got to Trichnapoly I an® dubious whether he cou’d have taken it.
Caillaud had 4000 of the gld Sepoys there & the Nallore with other
good Jemidars at their head, above 400 Europ™ Cofirys & Tropasses,
besides Callarys & He was moreover determin’q to stand®an assault
& h2d prepar’d the minds of his people for,it. Lally’s force was not
above 2200 men & few or no black Troobps, so that I think Trichnapoly
wou’d have been saved. Before we had advice of Lally’s misfortune
Colonel Lawrenee march’d from hencesto Chinghaputt with near
70D, Buropeans (as fine fellows as ever I saw) 8 Guns & 1500 Sepoys
which wera tghave been join’d by some of the Nabob’s Horse. This
motion was chiefly intended to alarm the French & eblige Soupise
who was encdmp’d neag Waldour with 400 men to retire, or Lally
to send back some men to support him. We were in hopes also of
getting back some of our Men; for near 30 of those Which had pur-
posely enlisted, deserted from Mon! Soupise’s Camp & got hither;
but the rest €h this were return’d into Prisdh, so that we got no more
of them. Lally did send 5@&) men to reinforce Soupise, but as they
were other wise og their return it was not putting them to any Incon-
venience. The Colonel finding no End cou’d be answered by keeping
the field®returan’d yesterday to this place.

Whilst Lally was to the Southward he demanded money, Ammu-
nition and®Provision from the Dutch*& Danes, the latter supplyed
him with all, but the others were more wary for whigh Lally called
them fishermen & Butter merchants. The Kang of Tanjore I hope*
will so far resent the behavioreof the Danes as to make them respect
their readiness to assist his Enemys. .

«I belleve® the French got nothing in the End by the Tanjore
eexpedition tho’ L.glly says he got &ne Way or other 4% Lack of Rupees
ywhichewas all he demanded at first. They are still much distress’d
& wou’d have been more so, had they not lately practis’d a piece of
injustice to get a supply. It was thus. A Dutch Europe Ship from
Batavia to this*Coas? passing by Pondichery was there siezed & her
Cargoe (part of which was 100,000 Pag® in gold) landed by way of
restitution for th& Dutch having permitted Admir' Pocock to takes %
small Vessell from the Islands in sight ef Negapatam. The Dutch
cotid not prevent it & have protested against the Capture which is all
they can do. However the French wanted money & any Grounds
were sufficient for them to take it where they cou’d find it. All the
notice Lally takes of their repl.*esentaiions is that he will answer it
in Europe. This Lally of yhom you have no Doubt heard a great deal
is of station Low, passionate ir? his Pemper, & apparently haughty
in his Carriage to his Officers, but Wynch says he believes him in
reality a good natur’d man. He is L* General, one of the Eight grand
Croix of St Lewis, one of the six Thspector Generals of the French
Armys, & has several Emplo%s of Less importance, to w*t he expects
the addition of a Marshal’s Baton, being a favorite of Madam Pompa-

L
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dore. Henow confesses I think that he has no longer any .expectations
of a third Division, but certainly a man of his. Rank cou’d never
have been originally intended to come toeIndia with 2 Regimts.
The number he and Soupise brought out stan thus

L]

o Mility  Artilly
Soupise in Sept’ .. _ .. .. .. 1100 200 °
Lally in Aprit .. ... .. .. 1000 300
In India before, .. .. .. . 1200

L] L] ’—‘
' 3300 500 e ¢
500 o , *
o —_—
Total of the French force lately at Pondi- | te
chery .. .. .. .. .o 3800 .
Lost at Chittiput by sickness at St.
David & Tanjore, by their confession © 800

. — N

Remain® .. 3100 men

out of which allowing sick & Garrisons for the severg] plaees they
have, 2000 will be the most Lally can take into the field. Notwith-
standing this he talks of comimg here when join’d by Buesy who is
marching this yay with a great force if we believe report ; but I
know Bussy cannot have above 400 Europeans, & will find business
enough where he is; & I thinkeLally is more of a Soldier than to
attack this place without he has at least 5 to 1— ° .
Many of those who wish well to the service flatter themselyes
that you will be here this Month & jndeed I sincerely hope you will, o
for the old Colonel is incapable of bearihg much fat.igue & I fegr not
altogether satisfied. Perhaps your Presence might make things také
another Turn, and change our System of Politicks for the better (if
we have any). And it wou’d certainly add sorfiethimg to the many
honors you have already acquir’d if you cou’d baffle the French
I¥ General & his Train of Maj® Generals, Marshals de Camp, Colonels,
&» It wow’d certainly beypracticable had we as many men more
as we have in this Garrison & as good Soldiers. . ° . o
Maskelyne desires me to tell you that he wou’d write, but that an
indisposition acquir’d by his short Campaign renders, him incapable.
He commanded the Troops under the Colonel, & in Garrison commands
half, the Sepoys & the 2° Battalion. He is much esteem’d by all the
" Officers, but has been somewhdt ill uws’d by Caillaud’s late promotion
to a Majority. Tis not yet in publick orders o he takes no notice
of it, but will quif as soon as he conveniently can, or on your arrival.
Amphlett behaved in a distingui¢hing manner at S! David for which
Wynch has done him justice in a publieX letter, & you may be assur’d
I shall give him all opportunitys of pushing himself when he is releas’d.



Lally’s Campaién ! 75

.

He writes me from &ondichery that he wishes he never had seen the
Loss of St Da¥id, & all the young Officers say the same. Iimagine an
enquiry will bé made in% the reasons of its surrender to the Enemy.

Orme, Palk, & Boddgm are going home on the Grantham, with
many other Pa$sengers, so that it seems as if every one disliked their
Sltuatlon here. I hope we shall soon see bettergtimes, &®be able yet
e’el the War is finished to change things ,on the side of the French.
Shou’d our Reinforcements arrive béffore the Monsoon it wou’d be
very opportune, but we {gar they will go to Bombay or Bengall and
not be here tilk March if at all. Tho’®I think the Gentlem® at the
otpdr Presidencys must see that while we have a force on this Coast
superior ar qven equal to the French, they at the other Settlements
can be in no Danger. .

Please to’present my Respects to M™ Clive, & accept my sincere
Wishes for*your Health & Success whom am

Sir
Your very Devoted and
¢ Obliged®Humble Servant
ForT ST. GEORGE . JonN CaLL.

1st Senf. 1758.

CoLoREL GLIVE.

The ffuitless raid on Tanjore Wwas the cause of grave tran-
sient misfortunes, hut a second error led tq a capftal permanent
calamity—the loss of the JFreneh power in the Deccan. A
few days after his arrival Lally appointed the Marfuis de
.Conﬂans to act as second in command of the French army

in the Deccan’ When I was on the point of proceeding
agalnst Tanjore with exalted hope, owing to the easy capture
of Fort St David, he wrote to Bussy (June 13) ordering him
and Moracinthe governor to join him with their troops, leaving
the Marquis de Conflans with a brigade for the defence of the
Ceded Districts and the general control of the Northern Sir-
cars. As soon as the bulk of the corps had departed, Ananda
Raz, a local chief, made a dash on Vizagapatam, took it, and
hoisted the English flag. He wroge to Madras reporting what
he had done and praying for active support, but the authorities
were not in a position to afford it. In July he made similar
proposals to the Council of Calgutta. Clive decided at once,
against the urnanimous opigioh of the Council, to support him.
He wrote to Pigot ot August 19 telling him that he was
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sending a force under the command of Coloanel F01de “ with
the utmost expedition.”

Francis Forde, whom Clive had Selected to command the
expeditionary force, was one of the many illustrious sons
of Ireland®who have fought to win for England her wide-
spread dominions. He was gppointed a captain in the Thirty-
ninth Foot, Adlercgon’s regiment, on April 30, 1746, and nine
years later he was with his¥egiment when it landed at Madras. -
On November 13, 1755, he obtained his majority, Eyre Coote:
being at the {ime a junior captain in the corps. °Forde was
stationed at Fort St. George when Clive regurned from England
to Madras, and then the strong and genuine friendship of
these two great soldiers began. When Clive was sent to
re-capture Calcutta, Fétde was in officiating codamand of

_ his regiment, and was too senior in ¥ank to accompany the

detachment sent with the expedition to Bendal. In April,
1757, Forde was given the.local rank of Lieutenant-€olonel
and sent on an expedition (against Nellore, a fortified town
situated on the coast near the river Penner. The force under
bsis 1ndependent corgmand was small. It. consisted of 100
Europeans, a company of 56 ¢ Caféres,” and 300 sepoys with
one 18-pounder, three 6-pounders, four cohorn mgrtays, and
one howitzer. Forde attempted to take the town by assau.lt
and was repulsed. His frank account of the dlsaster throws
light on the nature of the man. On May 9 he wrote to the
Select Committee at Madras : “* Last night I seceiy’d the favour
of the 30th Ult°, since which we have had a most damnable
Brush and suffer’d cons1derably as you will see by the in-
closed List of killed & wéunded.” He then proceeds to relage
how that morning at daybreak he made the necessary dis-
positions for an @assault in the following order »

“ The Caffreys with Ensign Elliot At their head, obegan the Attack
and marched with great resolation #o thé foot of the Breach, our
three Companies of Seapoys followed them very tlose until they came
within sixty paces of the Breach and then lay down in the Ditch and
could not be got to advance a step, further, so that our Europeans

were oblg’d to march over them to tde Breach, -wlfere joining the
Caffreys, they advanced to the top of it, buft were so warmly received
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by the People of the Fort with Pikes, Firelocks and Stones that it
was impossible for them to get over. In this situation the fight was
continued three quarteds of an hour and then the Seapoys ran away
as fast as they could towards our Battery. Seeing nothing could be
done against s8 gallant a Defence, I thought it high time to retreat,
which we did in very good order, and had nof a Man ®*hurt in the
Rétreat. No man has ever saw so brisk an Action while it lasted,
and I must do the Officers and Mef the Justice to say that they
behaved with the most ygdaunted Resolution and Bravery.”

*.*On his return to Madras, Forde.was ordered again to take
the fieldewish his detachment, and though the campaign afforded
him no opportunity of taking part in any impbrtant battle,
he obtained a useful nsight into the conduct of Indian partisan
warfare and showed that he had the attributés which make
for success,in war. .

On the death of Mgjor Kilpatrick the Select Committee,
at the strong gequest of Clive,  apply’d to Lieut.-Colonel Forde
to come to Bengal and take charge of our garrison as Major.”
Forde, in tompliance with these requests, ‘ took the first
opportunity of proceeding from she coast for the Bay,” and
arrived at Calcutta January 21. On Februagy 8 he wrote

o .

to the Select Conimittee :
. o

*  « 1have much at heart, no man more, the Interest of the €ompany
and shall bt extremely happy if I can be instrumental in promoting
the publick Servjce in these pars ; however as I risque incurring His
Majeaty’s displeasure by remaining here and must quit the Commission
I at present hold in His Service, with all my future Prospects, which
are prettyeconsiderable, I cannot in justice to my Family embrace
your polite Offer without something certain by way of Compensation
for the risquerI run. I flatter myself, Gentlemen, that you yourselves
will think me ver'y moderate in fixing the Compensation at five thousahd
Pounds in hand, e}gclusive of the Pay, Emeluments and Honors annexed
i the Commission as your Major.”

A majority of the Committee refused Forde’s services on
the terms he proposed, and Clive, on hearing what had taken
place, offered with characjeristic generosity to pay £2,500
from his private purse. The Select Committee accepted the
offer, and granted the remaining £2,500 out of public funds.
*“ Ordered the Accountaptseto draw up Bills for that sum
(£5,000). And as it #s customary for the Major to have 4
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seat on the Board—Agreed Lieut-Colonel Korde have a seat
on the Board as Third of Council.” It would seem from the
following extract that Clive made a further generous offer
to Forde: . °

“ Accepf at the same time my sincerest acknowledgments for.§he
obliging offer you are pleased Jo make me, which youw’ll forgive me
Sir if I beg leave to refuse, for as I have been satisfied in the Sum
which I had determied to insist on for ﬁ?y-remalnlng in India viz.
£5000 and was resolve? to tfke no less, I think it wéuld be equal]y
unreasonable in me to receive more.” ? -

Clive found in Forde a loyal and able colleague, ready to
support him in the great measures of pgilitary reform which
he contemplated. Clive was anxious to corporate the detach-
ments from Madras and Bombay into the Bengal Battalion,
and Forde wrote to hin? on June 27 : %

“ I entirely agree with you in the necess1ty there isyof incorporating
the forces, and am very glad you propose doing it immediately. We
have now about Seven hundred Europeans exclusive, of Serjeants
and: Corporals, What do you think of adding 300 Topasses to them
and making two Battalions ? If you will give me Leave &0 pay my
respects to you in person for two or three days, we may pick out Some
erders proper t& be gi\@ﬁ out as Standing orders, I have Some by me
out of which we may extract what are proper for this Country; and’

we may,talk over Some other matters relating fo the Servic®” °
L4

" Three months later, when Clive determlned to send ano
expedition to the Northern Srrcars °he had sound reasoms for
entrusting the command to Forde.

On September 15 Clive wrote to Pigot, inforping him that
“ the 8 Furope Ships, 1 Country, & 2 Sloops > had dropped
down the river, that the stores were on bdard and * the
Troops will imbark in 2°0r 8 Days, & will I hope be landed
at Vizagapatam, or elsewhere, by the last of this Month.”
He added: .

“ You must not expect thab these &orces®will be orderd to proceed
to your Presidency ; all here age much alarmed at so large a Detach-
ment leaving the place, & the Gentlemen o® Council have made
great Opposition to it ; the Expedition whilst at a Distance did not

seem to attract their Attention,ebut now the Troops are upon the
point of imbarking, self preservatiod fop the present seems to possess

1 Cossimbazar, March 29th, 1858, Orme MSS., Vol. 292, p. 145.
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every Breast, withoait any Regard for the future, or the Good of the
Service in Geheral : and you may be assurd if I was to propose the
Troops proceeding to M2dras, a Negative would be given by everyone
but myself, & to tell yoy the Truth the Gentlemen here seem fully
persuaded, that the Detachment would never be returned, should
the exigency of Affairs require it. 'We shall see yhat may® be effected
by*Jan? & whether Bussy may not be kgpt at bay, & his resources
of money &c* cut off : if this can M effected, I think the Troops
cannot be employed mo r Your advantage, as it may prevent his
forces from joiming Mehs' Lally. ) ‘

*.You may be persuaded that whilst I preside, the most vigorous
measures shall be pursued, & I think the present Expedition a very
strong proof of it : for I will not conceal from you, thet we are in no
condition to®resist the, French, should there be any possibility of
their payinfg us a Visit, during the absence of our Troops. Our Effec-
tives are not 280, & those the very scum of the Men.—OQur Garrison
is drain’d of Stores & Ammunition.”

The tl(fes were unpropitious. For ten days the ships lay
at anchor at ghe mouth of the Hugli, unable to get away.
On Octgber 5 Forde wrote to Clive : ** The Pilots at last think
proper to put us in motion. Yesterday the Ilchester and
Thames weighed, but came to an amchor again at a league and
a half distance, & this day the Hardwiske and oV orcester w1ll
follow.” On Oetober 9, 1758, he sent *the following brief
messag® to Clive : " We have ]ust taken leave of ouy Pilot ;
very fine weather though the wind not fair.”” But when they

®stood out to sea the winds chtinged to fair, and they reached
Vizagapatam, October 20, 1758.

As soon as the disembarkation was completed and arrange-
ments for a forward movement made, Forde, leaving a small
garrison there, joined Ananda Raz, who was encamped with
his troops twenty miles to the wgstward. A long delay
oturred owing to the difficulty of getting the promised car-
riage, supplies, and money from the Rajah. It was not until
December 8 that the Junited forces of the English and the
Rajah came in sight qf the Flench troops strongly posted
about forty milesefrom Ra,]ahmundry,1 on the high road
leading to Vizagapatam.

1ee Rajamundr&ié a barrier and key’to the Vizagapatam countries; the
French held it as their own propeﬂy, and always kept a governor, and a small
body of troops to garrison it.*~-Cambridge, p. 207.
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The force under the command of Conflans consisted of a
European battalion of 5,000 men, w1th more ordnance than
they could manage properly, 6,000 sepoys, and 500 Native
horse. The British force consisted ®of 470 &uropeans, in-
cluding attillery, and about 1,900 sepoys with six field-pieces.
The Rajah’s contingent was a mere rabble.? He had, how-
ever, with him a_party of forty Furopeans, under an adven-
turer of the name of Brigtol, with four Beld-pisces.

On the 6th Forde advanced and occupied a village on ‘an
eminence called Chambole, commanding the hikh®road and
about three miles from the enemy’s gamp. ‘®The French
seemed not inclined to quit their station, and the Colonel did
not approve of attacking them to so great a disadvantage, there-
-fore determined to either draw them from their pgesent situa-
tion or march round them and geb between their army and
Rajamundry ” 2 To accomplish this double nfovement, Forde
determined to obtain possession of the hamlet of ,Condore
nestling at the foot of a low range of hills three miles from
Chambole. About six on fhe evening of the 6th, Fdrde waited

. .on the Raja and jinformed him of his intention; and late
that night orders Were issued for,the army to march at half-
past feur, ‘ no morning gun to ﬁre and no beating o‘f drums, -
- but the greatest silence to be observed.” 3 At the Mour
appointed, the British force strucle their tents and advancedo \
The Rajah’s army being not so alert was left behlnd 1 At
dawn they heard the sound of guns in the dl‘rectlon of their
old camping ground, and soon messenger after messenger
from the Rajah came galloping up imploring* Forde to return
to his assistance. ‘“ O@r men were ordered to halt, and Othe

1 Between 30 and 40 pieces of cannon, light and heavy, besides several
mortars.””—Broome, p. 214. The battering train and the howitzer had been
left behind.”—Stubbs, Vol. L,

2 ¢ Colonel Forde’s E}\pedltlog to Gol'conda 21 Cambrldge, p. 204 (Edltlon

1761). ° .

3 Ibid.

4 Ibid. Orme writes: ‘ The Raja approved and on the 9th at four in the
morning the English froops were in motion.” Grose states: ‘ Colonel Forde

attacked the French on the 7th.” Brogme writes: ‘ On the 6th the English
forces took possession of a village on an gninence called €hambole also com-
manding the high road.” .
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Colonel returped #nd brought up the Rajah’s army.”! The
whole force then pursued its march, and at eight o clock arrived
at Condore.

At the sanfe time that Forde determined upon a turning
movement, Conflans also resolved to attack the British camp.
He had heard from a deserter thate*‘ the British soldiers were
all raw and ugs;c::?ﬁ( in discipline, and the miscreant
offgxed to shox rench a point®from whence the British
forée could be cannonaded with the greatest effect.” About
one o’clock the French troops were under arms,eand a large
party with 51x guns wese sent under the guldance of the deserter
to attack the British camp. Conflans, © observing our army
had moved, and perceiving our intentions of stealing a march
round him,sordered his troops immedifitely in line of march,
and proceeded towards u%, keeping between our army and
his own camp. *We had not halted above half an hour before
we discdvered. the enemy’s Sepoys, and presently after their
whole ling, about ten -or twelve fundred yards distant on
our left flank : In a few minutes after they closed, and moved
down towards us in good order.” 2 . .

. The Juropean battalionewas ®in the centre with thirteen
ﬁeld-pleses divided on their flanks ; while immediately %o the
deft of the battalion were_ the 500 cavalry, and on either
wing 8,000 sepoys supported by five or six heavy pieces
of cannon.

About nines Forde arranged his force in battle array, the
British battalion in the centre with the six field-pieces divided,
three on each flank ; to the right the 1st Battalion of Sepoys
with half of the Madras Sepoys, to the left the 2nd Battalion
of Sepoys with the remainder of the Madras Sepoys. He
“ ordered all the Indians with fire-arms to form on the right
and left of our Sepoy%s on seach @ving, as the enemy’s line
extended much fu.rthel’ than ows.” ® Bristol, with his
small body of European deserters and four field-pieces, was

! Cambridge, p. 204 (Edition 1761)e °

2 Ibid., p. 206.°® [
3 Orme, Vol. 1L, p. 378 ; @ambridge, pp. 204-205; Broome, p. 216,

G
.
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placed Wlth the field-pieces to the left ,of the European
battalion.!

It was nearly ten o’clock when the enemy opened a well-
directed and raking fire *“ from upwards of 30 pieces of cannon,
some of them pretty large,” and * the six short 6-Pounders
and two 8-inch howitgers’’ 2 engaged with spirit the more
numerous and powerful ordnance gf the enemy.

“ Had the Marquis de €onflans hmth patience and

been prudently satisfied with the advantages which this ‘é.z‘éat

superiority of artillery gave him, we must have suffersl exceedmgly,’

for as theyeout flankd us very much the cannon plac’d in the
extremities of their curved line very nearly, fired up dur flanks, and
began to gall us considerably and to make our seapoys on the right
wing very restless and uneasy.

But the French Commander had made his boasts that he wou’d

- make his breakfast of us®but that we shou’d not be theumeans of his

losing his dinner. 'Whether this was tlfe cause, or that our numbers
were held in too great contempt I know not, but theypvery imprudently
gave up the advantage which their artillery promisd them and advanced
with hasty steps before their guns.” « ®

The enemy advanced quickly in front of their guns. Each

» « COMpany ofﬂsepoys earried a small colour. When the enemy

showed a dlSpOSltIOn to attack Colonel’ Forde ordered the
sepoy# to furl these colours and®lay thet down in the reer.
The 2nd Battalion of Bengal Sepoys were dressed fn scarlet
uniforms resembling those of the Europeanss Owing to ‘ the
extent of the enemy’s line and the irregular approach®of the
armys towards each other caused by the fields of high corn
&c.,3 they became opposed to the French battalion in the

*center.” The French, seeing them clothed in scarlet, led by

English officers and widh “ Seapoys Colours furled,” supposed
that they were part of the Kuropean battalion which <ad

14 In 1841, when under some mxsapprehensmn, the Madras Government
authorised the 1st Madras European Regiment (of which ¢orps not a man was
present in the action) to inscribathe wosd ‘ Cortdore,” on its colours. The dis-
tinction has recently been placed on the colourg of the Royal Munster Fusiliers,
the only corps now existing repl’esentmg the 1st Bengal Regiment entitled to
wear it.”—** Bengal Native Army,” by Cardew, pp. 10-11.

2 ¢ Battle of Peddapore, or Chumbole, or Condore,” by Major Martin Yorke—
Orme MSS., Vol. 72, pp. 35-38. ¢ The battering train and the howitzer had
been left behind.””—Stubbs, Vol. 1., p.e8.

3 Major Martin, Yorke. Orme omits tQe ixpportant «&ec.”—Orme, Vol. IL;

pp. 378-9.
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been divided on the flanks. It was a fatal error. The French
attacked, and soon threw the sepoys into disorder; they
retreated very precipitately, and the French pursued so
briskly that they were dlso thrown into great disorder.! Forde
attempted in vain to rally the sepoys, and, discovéring that
it was the French battalion that vwere in pursuit, he ordered

his Europeans ““to face gpd march to the Jeft ” in order to
coyer the retr e sepoys.2 e

* The Europeans of both armies were at this period totally hidden
from each %otfler: by a large field of tall Indian Corn, put upon our
having marchéd about 200 yards to the left we got clear of the corn
and presented ourselves Before the French battalion within little more
than pistol shot. They were still hastily and irregularly pursuing our
retreating seapoys. The moment we appear’d they suddenly stopt,
endeavour’d to form and recover from the @isorder which their hasty
pursuit had 4hrown them infg, but they were in too much confusion
to make a long stand. They made a poor, irregular, scatter’d fire—
Ours was regular,' by Grand Divisions, and well directed ; the fire of
our 1st Grand Division brought down half the Grenadlers of their
right (out fire ‘began on the left) and very much increas’d their con-
fusion. B¥ the time our Grand Divisigns had fired once round, the -
enemy went to the right about and retreated in the most mob like
confusion.” ° e .

. The oFrench on ‘reachinge theif guns, which were thirteen
in pumber, ecattered about the plain in detail, rallied, and
éheir guns again opened fire with grape shot. Many of the
pursutmg foe fell. Among thém was the gallant Adnett,
mortally wounded while leading the left division of the Euro-
peans. His nfen sWept on. As they neared the guns they
formed line, a'nd: with a determined charge drove the enemy,
with the bayonet from them, and the French battalion dis-
pewsed in panic adross the plain.

During this critical time the 1st Native Battalion, under
their ga]lant Oommander, Captaln Knox, with three of the

1 Major Martin Yorke. “The Frénch drawmg near, poured in their whole
fury upon them, which was returngd by ®ur sepoys pretty firmly, though
they were in some confusion, giving way at the same time as the enemy
were advancing,”’—Cambridge, p. 205; Orme, Vol. IL, p. 378.

2 Jbid. Cambridge writes: “ On seeing this, Colonel Forde ordered the
European battalion to make a quartgr wheel as quick as possible.”—Cam-
bridge, p. 205. In®Broome there iq a misprint. Instead of “ obliqued to the
left ”’ read ‘‘ obliqued to the right.”—Broome, p, 217.
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guns, bravely stood their ground against a karge force in front
. . .
and on their flank. But when the French sepoys saw their
centre broken they retired. The stress of the battle was
now over, but Forde determined to complebe his success.
~As soon as he was joined by White of the sepoys, and had
made his dispositions, e moved forward to attack the enemy.
“ But the groundsbeing very bad, Wn by bullocks
were unavoidably left cor%iderably in the The French
“ made one more attempt to form on the other side ofsa deep ravine
which cover’d the front of their camp, but as fast as the battalions
were brought up and form’d, we had the pJeasure to perceive them
file off again to their right and march off with precipi¥ation. We
took their whole camp standing, and all their cannon, ammunition,
stores and baggage.. A Battalion of Seapoys were detached in pur-
suit, who drove them tRat night near twenty miles from the field

‘of battle, took some prisoners, and receig’d many European deserters.
In short, it is impossible for a victory to be more cgmpleat.” -

~ So ended the battle of Condore, one of the meost important
fought by the British in India. It struck the first severe blow
at the a,sce'r%dancy 9f the French in the Deccan. On the

°morning of the vietory Forde sent the following brief note
to Mr.. John Andrews, the *Agent of the Factory at,Vizaga-
patam : . o

T have the pleasure to inform you that I epgaged the Frencl
this morning at ten of the Clock, and that 1 have gained a Cgmpleat
" Victory. I cannot inform you of the particulars exactly of the slain,
as I pursued them'3 miles over the field of Battie tq their Tents,
which I am now in possession of. We have Six Officers prisoners,
And fifty men, and at least twenty-five pieces of Cannon, and hope
in 3 or 4 days more’to give a better account of titem, as I intend to
pursue them with all Diligence to Rajahmundry or wherever they go,
and if the Raja and his People had not behaved®so dastardly as they
did there would not have a Single Man escaped. Please to send
Copys of the news to Madras and Bengal as I am o much fatigued
that I cannot possible writg any more a§ present. In a few days
time I shall write more fully..” 1 .
. - .
Forde pursued them “ with all diligence™ The same evening

he sent a battalion of sepoys to follow the enemy, the next
L]

t « Selections from the Letters, Despatc®es and Other St&te Papers preserved
in the Madras Secretariat (Clive Series),” edited by George W. Forrest, C.LE.
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morning the gther *battalion, and at daybreak on December 10
the two battalions reached Rajahmundry, having marched
forty miles, and took possession of the mud fort in the centre
of the town cldke to the river. On December 11 Forde arrived
thege with the remainder of his force, but fie was unable to
follow up his success by an immediate attack on Masulipatam.
Five days after Fordes gt victory Lally’s troops appeared
abpyt daybrea' Choultry Plain, and the long pending
siege of Madras was imminent.

Lally declared that when d’Ache deserted him he abandoned
his hopes .of taking Madras. But he never lost sight of his
most cherished project. The expedition to Tanjore had
increased the financial pressure, and its failure had roused
his indignation. He determined to f‘eplenish his treasury
by another expedition and to recover the laurels which his
own precipitate folly had lost. The £30,000 left by d’Ache
would ehable him to initiate a fresh campaign. He deter-
mined upQn a bold enterprise: hg would gain possession of
Arcot, which was governed by one of thg princigal officers of

Mohammed Ali, Nawab of the Carnatic® our old protégé.*

The capjtal of the Carnaticewould, he considered, supply his
victoriows aymy with provisions, and its rich treasury would
durnish him with ample fupdss Early in September he again
took the field. He dispatched four columns, commanded by
his best officers, to take possession of the small forts which,
if left, mlght impede the direct advance of the centre column,
commanded by hlmself on Wandewash, thirty miles south;
east of Arcot. ' At Wandewash, the country having been
clegred, the whole force was to concentrate and advance on
Arcot.

The operation, well conceived, was conducted with dis-
patch and vigour. Fort after fort%ell. On October 4, 1758,
Lally, “ on the terms of a pretended capitulation, amid the
thunder of cannon, made his entrance into Arcot.” He
proclaimed Rajah Saheb, the, eldest son of Chanda Saheb,
Nawab of the Carnatie, and confided to him the government

of the province. The short campaign had been a brilliant
L}
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success. But the success was more brilliant_than substantial.
Lally counted on. obtaining some of the riches of Arcot. He
found an empty treasury. In his eagerness to advance on
Arcot, -the acquisition of which would be of great political
importance, he nlade a great strategical error : he negleeted
to capture the fort of €hingleput, about thirty-six miles
south-west of Mddras. Situated o twwer, it com-
manded the road to Pondicherry and ¢red the coumtry
on which Madras depended for its supplies. Lglly declated
that the importance of capturing this outpost did not escape
his attention, but he considered that the$mall fort, so slenderly
. garrisoned, could easily be taken after the capture of Arcot
by his victorious troops, supplied with the two great sinéws
of war, provisions and money. But the hope swas raised
only to be disappointed. When he ordered his troops to
march on Chingleput, they refused unless they received their
arrears of pay. But there was no money. Menaces and prayers
were of no avail, The offigers subseribed two thousgnd rupees
and took thegn to thg mutineers. They required ten thousand.
*Lally applied to fthe government of Pondicherry, but their
resourges = were completely. exhdusted. *Conflans werote .to
Dupleix on September 16: * Since you left affairs are @readful.
There are factions, but there isno gnoney.” *o °
Ten days after, Conflans, in a long and diffuse letter to
his mother, states: Lally is too headstrong. to f{ake advice.
He tries to act precisely as though he were M Europe, and
the results are disastrous. It would be as, well for Bussy
to keep close to Lally gnd assist him by his counsels.” > But
the infallible pride of Lally was proof agaist any suggestion.
He had been joined by Bussy about the time he entered Arcot.
Between the two men, wide as the poles asunder in temper
and character, friction was bound to arise. They were at
their best when leading a Chargt. Bussy «vas a soldier skilled
in statecraft; Lally had a supreme contempt for the sinister
art of diplomacy. Bussy had established hif power in the

-]
1 Conflans to Dupleix, Rajimindry, Sapt. 16th, Powis MSS.
.2 Conflans to his mother, Rajimindry, Sept. 16th, loc. cit. L
L ]
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Deccan by hjs skfll and courage as a commander, and he
had consolidated it by his tact and agreeableness of nature.
He considered that the ascendancy of the French at the Court
of the Deccan was of supreme importance, and he reglised the
polisical and strategic importance of the Northern Sircars.
Lally held that the foundation of €rench dominion in India
by diplomacy gas a vain<-#feam. The French could establish
noefirm hold %‘ﬂ!(country until the Eng]ish were driven
out’of it, angd he indicated his policy to Bussy in five words:
* No more English in India.” To carry out this policy Chingle-
put and Madras must first be captured. Pigot wrote to Clive:
¢ Lally says he does not care about possessions ire the north if
only he can strike home here.” 1

In ordes to strike home, Lally asKed Bussy to advance
him the money o pay the mutinous soldiers. Bussy refused.
He was of opinion that a Nawab of the Carnatic should not
be appoihted swithout reference to the Subahdar of the Deccan,
and the easiest method for recruifjng an exhausted treasury
was to get Salabat Jang to pay for the restoration of the

Subahdar to titalar power over the Carnatic. Bussy by *

argument and finaneial pressure strove to get Lally to }.)erm1t
him to sreturn to Hyderabad. The honour and power of
France was not phe sole feeling in his mind. In the Deccan
he was a powerful prince and not a subordinate.

Lally, enraged at his plans being thwarted by his lieutenant,
grew more impatieht and more suspicious of his sincerity.
He came to regard him as his personal foe and a traitor tq
his country. He refused to allow him to return to Hyderabad.
He, abandoned tite operations on Chmgleput cantoned his
troops, and returned to Pondicherry. Bussy, the proud
master of the Beccan, enraged at the taunts and insults freely
and openly levelled at hlm By Lal®, and finding that all his
earnest entreaties apd efforts avere tn vain, abandoned himself
to his resentment and did not render to Lally the assistance
which loyalty to France demanded. Bussy in his anger sacri-
ficed the work®of his life and the greatness and nobility of

1 Pigot to Clive, Fort St. George, October 21st, 1758.
L J
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his nation. The officérs who accompaniesl Lally had soon
lost all confidence in him, and were anxious that Bussy should
supersede him. Conflans wrote: * Recall Lally, put Moracin
there instead and hearten Bussy with®a Brigadier’s brevet.” !

Six of the officgrs who had accompanied Lally signed a

requisition that Bussy might supersede them.2 Lally complied
with their request, ~ .

Distrusted by his owa officers, hatedqucs2% corrupt ¢ivil
functlonarles Lally was in a critical position. The Pondi-
cherry Counc1l told him that they had not a sol tb pay the
army, nor sufficient provisions to suppgly the daily need of
the town. . Lally, the bravest and most sanguint of men,
determined to march upon Madras. He said the French
soldier on the defemsive was half conquered. A He would
obtain provisions as he advanced,eand the populace of the
Black Town would fill his empty coffers. He®called a council
consisting of. civil and military members, ‘apd &he ex-
pedition against Madras was discussed. Leyrit, the Governor
and a member of the Coufcil, opposed it on the gfound that
.there was nBither gfloney nor provisions, Count d’Estaing,
one of the bravest of the beave, exclalqu « Better to die
storming the glams of Madras than of hunger behmd ’qhe!Wa’lls
of Pondicherry.” His brave words carried the day It Was
decided to march against Madras? and evenls supportgd the
decision. A ship arrived with some unexpected treasure from
the Mauritius, and Moracin, who had Reen Jeft in charge
of Bussy’s force, brought not only 250 Europgans and 500
Sepoys, but 100,000 rupees. Lally advancetl 140,000 livres

1 Mill writes: ““ A high te®timony from another quagter was yielded to the
merits of Bussy. His rank as an officer was only that of Lieutenant-Col
Besides a Major-General, six Colonels had arrived with the army of Lally. The
six Colonels, yielding to the nobler impulses of the human mind, signed a requi-
sition that Bussy might supersede them.” ¢ Their names,” says_ Mr. Orme,
“ highly worthy of record on this occasien, wer® mostly of ancien and nob]e
descent : d’Estaign, de Land1v1s1au, de 1a Faire, Breteuil, Verdiere, and Crillon.”

2 Lally asserts that to secure®the gaod offices of some of these noblemen
Bussy lent or gave or offered to them the following sims : to Count d’Estaing,
100,000 crowns ; to the Chevalier de Crillon, 2,000 louis d’or. Crillon, however,
refused them. Lally adds that Byssy offered him 460,000 livres to be sent
back to the Dakhan, and stated that ke was ready to advance 240,000 livres
for the service of the Company, provided Rally would be his security. Lally
states that he declined both offers.—Malleson, . 535 note.
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of his own .n.loney', d’Estaing and the other officers 34,000
rupees.?!

Furnished with a small amount of treasure, Lally again
took the field %ith 2,000 European infantry, 300 cavalry, and
5,0Q0 sepoys. He hoped to reach Madras alsout November 12
and escape the monsoon, which ewa$ late that year. But
when the main body of hieTorce, marching from their canton-
mgnts at Arcotrtsethed Conjeveran}, the monsoon burst, the
raif came dgwn in torrents, the country became a vast swamp,
and for fifteen days further advance was impgossible. On
December 4 Lally joined a column which was sent up the
bank of the Palar to cut off the supply of provisions for Madras
and capture Chingleput. But he found that the garrison
had been strengthened, and a substdntial force had taken
the field to succour it in®case of a siege.

The Government of Madras had early realised that Lally
was dettrmined to lay siege to Fort St. George, and had, ac-
cordingly, made active preparations for defence. Provisions
of all kinds were brought from the surr.ounding. country and
stored. Stringer Lawrence, with a senses of sound strategy,
abandoged all the Jdess impertant forts and concentrated his
forces on two vital points—Fort St. George and its barrier
.post Chingleput., He recalled Captain Caillaud with all the
180 Faropeans in garrison at Trichinopoly. Marching through
the Tanjore country, they embarked at Nagapatam, and landed
at Madras one September 25, 1758. Eleven days before, a
small reinforeement had arrived from England. Maskelyne
wrote to Clive from Fort St. George, September 18: * The
Pztt has arrived swith 2 Field Officers and 120 men. The
Grafton and Sunderland are expected shortly.” The Pitt
was a Company’s man-of-war, which had convoyed a trans-
port fleet of six ships With ,000.1*0ops on board, which the
great statesman Wh(.)SC name i% bore*had dispatched on March 6,
1758.

William Pitt, afterwards Earl of Chatham, had an hereditary
interest in FortsSt. George hés grandfather, the daring interloper,

166 Lally-Tollendal by Tibulle Hamont, p. 145.
.
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having governed the settlement for many years: he was
in close touch with Indian affairs, and he realised that Lally’s
mission was a grave menace to our pawer in India.

The two vessels expected were His MaJesty s ships sent to
reinforce Pocock’s squadron. The two field officers were
Major Brereton and Colofiel Draper. William Draper was
the Colonel Commhandant, of the Iéimer,lt (79th Foot) which
had been recruited in Scotland the previous year. He evas
sent to Eton at an early age, whence he proceeded ;to King’s
College, and® he has a title to be on the list of illustrious
men who have been Fellows of this rbyal foundgtion. He
abandoned the calm and ease of academic life for the pro-
fession of arms, and proved himself a daring and gallant
soldier; but an active military career did not deaden his
literary interests, and in his controversy with the author of
the Letters of Junius he showed considerable ability as a writer.?

The Grafion and the Sunderland did not arrive “ shortly.”
September passed, and there was no sign of the .anxiously
expected reinforcemenit. October came, and Pocock, fearing
‘to be caught by the® monsoon gales, weighet anchor and sailed
away {o calmer waters. At ‘the edrnest réquest of Pigot and
Lawrence he left one hundred of the marines. sHe ®arrived
at Bombay on December 10, Whege he found the six trans-e
ports and two vessels of war with 600 of Draper’s regiment

1 Lieutenant-Colonel William Draper (1721-1787), afterwards Lieutenant-
General. After the siege of Madras he was offeref thescommand of the
Madras Army in succession to Lawrence, but he declined op account of ill-
health and returned to England. At the end of June, 1762, he again arrived
at Madras as Brigadier-General and commanded the mrhtary force against the
Spanish settlement of Manilae On October 6th, 1762, Manila was taken by
assault and was ransomed for 1,000,000 in bills on M#drid which was never
paid. Draper’s ‘“ Answer to the Spanish Arguments refusing Payment of the
Manila Ransom from Pillage and Destruction ” was a lucid and forcible reply
to the objections raised by the Spanish Court. It first brought him to notice
as a writer of considerable abiliﬁr In 1766 hes was appointed' to command-
the 16th Foot, and the next year he was created a K.C.B. In 1769 he engaged
in his famous literary contest witle the agthor 8f the Junius papers in defence
of his friend the Marquis of Granby. The charge brought against him by Junius ,
that he had betrayed and sold his ‘ companions at arms for a riband and a
regiment ’ was a base slander. He became Lieutenant-General in 1777, and
he was appointed Lieutenant-Goverffor gf Minorca in 1779. On the surrender
of that island (1782) he preferred charges of misconduct Zainst Lieutenant-
General Murray, who had suspended him. He avas tried by a general court-
-martial in 1783 and reprimanded. He died at Bath on the 8th of January, 1787.

.
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on board. Op NoYember 8, when Lally had begun to put his
troops in motion, a convoy of supplies set out for Chingleput,
and 1,200 Europeans and 1,800 sepoys were sent from Madras
to cover thenl. Half the force under Draper adyanced to
within ten miles of Chingleput, and the ®ther half under
Stringer Lawrence balted at S®. Thomas’s Mount. On
December 11 Draper heard” of the approach of the whole of
thee French arfiy:-and fell back and joined Lawrence at the
Mdunt. 911. the afternoon of the 9th a large body of the
enemy appeared in sight, and Lawrence, fearing that his com-~
munications with Madras might be interrupted, marched back
with his whole force to the Choultry Plain. Lally halted at
St. Thomé. On December 12

. “The ememy having marched this m:)rning from thel}Mount,
and appeared about daybrea'k upon Choultry Plain, our army, after
about two hours™®cannonading, returned into garrison, and the enemy
encampeg upon the spot where our troops were last night, about a
mile and a hal} to the southward of the Fort. At the same time their

advanced guards were seen at the @arden House and Chebauk,?
the village just on the other side of the Bar.”

[ ] L 4

Stringer Lawrente had retired from Ch8ultry Plain because®
he could hardly hvpe, owtg to the disparity in numbers,
to gaina success in the field, and a defeat meant the loss of
eMadras, After «the outpogts *had been called in, the whole
force %available for the defence of Fort St. George amounted
only to 1,758 Europeans and 2,220 sepoys. The French
force was estilnatedl at 8,000 European horse and foot, 500
native cavalry, and 8,000 sepoys.? .

On the return of Stringer Lawrenge with his force to the
fomt a consultatidn was held, and the Council came to the
following decision :

“ The,Board'being ofgopinion that the necessary orders for con-
ducting the defence cannot, without gfeat inconvenience and delay,

be debated on and issued by the whol® Council, it is therefore unani-
mously agreed to leave the conduct of the defence to the Governor,

1 Chepauk. !
2 «Vestiges of Old Madras,” by Colpne! Henry H. D. Love, R.E., Vol. IL,
p. 539. Orme stdtes that the French European cavalry, excellently mounted
and disciplined, were 300 streng, ¢ the greatest number which had hitherto
appeared together in India,”
.
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who, with Colonel Lawrence, is desired to take the asslstance of the
other Field-officers and the Engineer as often, as may. be réquisite,
and immediately to issue the necessary orders. 2 het

.The result was satlsfactory Pigot did not® mterfere with
the military, bub he “ greatly contributed to their sucgess
by his prudence, resolutian, and generosity in the manage-
ment of the stores and provisidas, frequently visiting the
works and liberally rewafding all those ‘who mgnahzed tlr%e;n '
selves.” 1

At daybyeak, December 14, the French entered "che Black
Town without opposition, the Britishs picquets. retlrlng to .
the Fort. The regiment of Lally took up theit quarters
near the (beach of the sea; the regiment of Lorrain, with
the battalion of Indi8, on the rising ground to,the west;
but both behind buildings which screened them from the fire
of the ramparts.? Lally selected his quarterf in Mr. Pigot’s -
country bouse, which the British Governor had left farnished
for his convenience. Hls soldiers proceeded to pillage the
town, and, ﬁndmg a large quantity of liquor, got drunk.?

+Spies and dSserters reported the state of,.the French troops.

Draper suggested a sally, and gffered to lead. The offer
was decepted. At eleven ¢ Draper, with 600." ¢chosen’ men
and two field-pieces, marched out of the Western gate © ful]o
of spirits,” and crossing a bridge Jver the old channel of the
river, reached the entrance, a long street of Indian - houses
crossed by several others. He detached » pauky of 100 men
under Major Brereton to protect his right flank from Lally’s
brigade, and himself advanced up the street” * The English
drummers, most of th®m being black boys, began to beat
the grenadiers’ march as soon as they entered the street:
on which the whole line from one end to the other set up
their huzza.” The Freach, being *warned, drew® up the
Lorrain and Indian regiments jn a ‘long, wide street faeing

1 Grose, Vol. 1I., p. 318.

2 Orme, Vol. II., p. 390. 3 Orme MSS.

% Orme, Vol. IL, p. 390. Colonel Love says 8 a.m., but does not give his
authority. Lally’s bmgrapher writes: ¢ Syr son ordre, le enajor Draper, avec
Vélile de la garrison et frois piéces de canon, se précipite, @ onze heures du soir,
par la porte de oucsl.”—¢° Lally-Tollendal,” par Txbulle Hamont, p. 148.

- . ®
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‘the ‘head of the cross street up which they expected the
British to advance. They planted four guns at the entrance
of the eross street, and they posted two or three platoons
about fifty yamds lower® down at the opening of a short lane
whi¢h led into a,parallel street. Misled aseto the’ direction
of the sound, the French made, a° grave miscalculation,
Draper advanced ftip the “parallel thoroughfare, and the
enequy discovered their error only ®hen the grenadiers had
reaehed almost the end of the street and appeared before the
opposite dpe'ning in the lane. The French plajoon opened
fire, and with executippn—for the distance was point blank.
The grenfdiers, returning the volley, marched onwards,
followed by the main body until the last two platoons reached
the entrance of the lane, when they Were halted to prevent
the enemy from breaking® through it. Draper, on emerging
from the cross Street into the wide thoroughfare, found him-
self on she flank of the Lorrain regiment with its four guns
and the Indian battalion beyond them. The grenadiers at
‘once faced and fired, and two of the field-pieces coming up
opened with grape:shot. The French, *taken by surprise,! -
fell into confusion apd abangoned*their guns. Draper ordered
his™ 1w to cease firing and to charge with bayonets fixed.

. « He even set {he example andeadvanced ; but was followed only
by four brave fellows, two of*whom were killed, and the other two
dangerously wounded. The colonel had several balls through his
coat, but was not wounded. He advanced, and exchanged a pistol
with the Frencl? offickr of artillery, who immediately surrendered ;
but the colonelshad the mortification to find that he had no men tq
carry off the gune.”

Jhe French seldiers, encouraged by the ceasing of the
English fire, streamed out of the houses in which they had’
sought shelter and opened a hot fire of musketry and artillery.
A stiff contest ensued. ® For twenty minutes it lasted. Then
Draper, finding that the*Frengh were being reinforced by the
Indian battalion, and fearing that his retreat would be. cut

1« The French mistook the English tropps for Lally’s brigade, and suffered
them to form on their left flank unmolested ; nor were they apprized of their

mistake, until convinced by the fir®of the field-pieces, loaded with grape-shot.”
Grose, Vol. 1L, p. 198. *
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off, abandoned the guns and retired “ down the Street to the
eastward from the square.”! The French followed them
closely. Righty of the Company’s grenadiers, * the prime
men of the garrison, were taken prisdbners.” @The street was
passed, the open ground gained, and Draper turned to*the
right in order to come-in fouch with Brereton. About three
hundred yards fgom the fort was a bridge which spanned a
narrow branch of the ri#ver running ‘along the glacis. Once
the bridge was crossed, Draper and his men would be safe
under the protection of ‘the guns of the citadel: Phe Chevalier
de Crillon, who commanded Lally’s regjment, had early in the
day realised the importance of holding the bridge and so cutting
off the British retreat. He pushed his regiment towards it,
and had come almoste within two hundred yards of it when
he met Bussy. Bussy stopped him and said it was a dangerous
movement, as the enemy, whom he had seen®not far off, had
moved with their artillery.? It is stated by, Crillon that
Bussy then told him in a tone of command that he must take
with him two of the four %ield-pieces attached to the brigade.

o ®

“Je n’ai pas besoi?z .de canops, reprend Crillon ; il ne me faut que
la baignnette, el, se tournant vers sew» hommes¢ ¢ Allons, seldals, en
avant, suivez-moi ! ’—¢ Soldals, restez !’ s’écrie Bussy, qui se%’t?:z’rne
vers Crillon el insiste pour qu’on gmméne du canon. Crillon, sefitant
qu’on perd le temps, s’élance ; mais les soldats n’osefit désobéir & Bussy?
et, quoique frémissants de fureur, restent immbobiles. Cependant,*Crillon
marchait seul vers le pont. Un des officiers crie aux soldats : ‘ Laisserez-
vous massacrer votre colonel !’ Le capitaine Kgnnedy, l¢’ major Allen,
cinquante volontaires sorient des rangs el rejoignent Cri.llon.” 3

Meanwhile Draper, gjoined by Brereton, had reached the
bridge, and after a desultory rearguard fight the retiring farce
crossed it and entered the town by the north ravelin. The
British loss was 9 officers agld upwards gf 200 men. The French
casualties numbered 380 (zfﬁcerf and 220 men. Among the

1 Grose, p. 299.
2 Hamont, p. 150. Hamont’s account is founded on Lally’s statement

supported by Crillon’s evidence af his trial.—Memoire, &c., p. 103. Bassy
stated that he had no command as hewas on this occasion a volunteer, that
he received the thanks of the Governor of%ondicherry.

3¢ Lally-Tollendal,” by Tibulle Hamont, pt 150.
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killed was Saubinet, who * possessed all the qualities of an able
general”’; and Count d’Estaing, ‘‘ an active partizan,” was
thrown from his horse when approaching at full gallop some
English troops he had «mistaken for his own men, and was
madg a prisoner. .

The next day the French began the tgsk of bes1eg1ng Madras.
“ The houses of the Black Tgwn,” wrote the Select Committee
of Fort St. George, ‘ not being yet dgmolish’a to the Intended
Disthnce, gave them an Opportunity of opening Ground and
erecting theie first Battery within 450 Yards of the Foot of
the Glacis. We gave what Interruption we cofld to their
Works by the Fire frofn the Fort.” 1 Sorties wegre frequently
made, for “ besides the good effects such sallys may have
on our sepoys, by enduring them togdanger; the enemy’s
people are Rarassed and fajigued, and their works retarded.” 2
December 20 was always kept as a day of public rejoicing and
banquets in old Madras. It brought with it a remembrance
of England, as it was the day appointed by the Charter for the
Mayor and Sheriff annually elected %o enter on their respective
offices. The Council * assembled as usual” and the Mayor
and Sheriff being ihtroduced, “ the oaths of allegiance and
offreeg Svere admiristered to them by the President, The
Journal recdrds :

“ It having be®n always uSual.upon this occasion to salute the
new Mayor with nine guns, nine guns were shotted upon the Royal
Bastion and ,pointed at the enemy’s quarters and works, and dis-

charged in honour of the new “Mayor, and it is hoped with good effect
on the enemy.”’, . "

On December 22 a shlp “Which Lally, expected from Masuli-
patam arrived with artillery and stores.

‘““ The next day the 23? Dec’ the Thames, Captain Wedderburn,
loaded with provisions fop the Garrlsozx came without Opposition

1 Letter from the Select Comanittee of Fort St. George to the Honble Robert
Clive, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the 8elect Committee at Fort William, dated
26th January, 1759,

2¢ Journal of Transactions during the Siege of Fort St. George.” The
Journal was found by me among the ancieat archives in the Record Office at
Madras and Selections from it were prirted in a “ Memorandum on the Madras
Records,” submitted by me to the Government of India in 1893.—G. W. F.
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into the Road, the French Ship neither in the Condition nor the
Intention to-mind any thing except the landing her stores, but upon

her getting under Sail the 24th to run nearer in to her Station, the -

Thames weighed also and disappeared. Fortunately we had laid in
a sufficient Stock of Provisions.” ! ° o
: [

[ ] -
The Thames f)rought the good news of Forde’s victory at
Condore. The Council detided that '

““ As it was reasonable te think that public demonstrations of joy
upon occasion of victory gained by Colonel Ford might have a geod
effect by raising the spirils of our people and producing the contfary
on the enemy, it was therefore resolved to put the wh8le garrison
under arms and to march them into the covered way, which it was
supposed would, alarm the enemy and bring°them to theis front post,
and so expose«them the more to our shot, and then to fire twenty-one
guns into different parts of their quarters and works, and give three
running fires from the covered way of the whole garrison, which was
executed accordingly.” ~ o *

Just at this time Pigot received the important information
that heavy reinforcements had arrived at Chinglepu¢. Their
leader, Yusuf Khan, the brilliant fighting partisan, Clive’s
and Lawrence’s “ old friend,” was engaged in the administra-
tion of the Madure’ and Tinnevelly provinces when he was
requested by the Madras Gbverngent to join Preston with all
the tfoops under his command, and to enlist as'vmanfefs' he
could on the road. He arriyed at Chingleput with 1,500
sepoys and 2,000 horse. ° *

Al

On December 27 Pigot wrote to Preston: o
[ ]

[

“ Usoff Cawn and you are to march so as to begin the Attack at
*Day break, and to carry with you the whole Forge excepting such a
number of Horse as yog judge may be spared . . . As your
Attack on St. Thome must be made on the Seuth and West Sides,
A large Detachment of Seapoys; with some Europeans and a few
Horse, from hence shall attack at the same time on the North Side,
and another shall take post at the Garden° House. *Our People, both
Horse and Foot, Europeans®and Séapoys, shall wear a grﬁen Branch
in their Hat or Turband. &et ygurs do the saine, by which they
will distinguish each other from the Enemy. Our whole Garrison
shall be under Arms, and Measures taken to prevent the Enemy’s

1 Letter from the Select Committeesof Fort St. George to the Honble. Robert
Clive, Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Sele®t Committee at“Fort William, dated
26th January, 1759. -



Lally’s Campaign 97

sending any large Detachment from the Black Town, or to take some
advantage of them if they should venture it.”

Three days dater M. *de Soupire, with a force of 500 Euro-
peass, 600 sepoys, and 800 black horse, attempted t8 surprise
Preston at the Mount, but their appreach was known, and,
after a lively cannonade, Captain Preston seeipng an advantage,
made a push with the Chingleput trooyss, and seized two of their
guns, whilst Mahomed Iffoof with his force kept the main body
at bay and Prevented them from making an effort to rescue
them.! The French retreated to St. Thomé, which'had become
a post of gteat consequence to their arms, as they made it the
station of their boats as well as a temporary repository of
their convoys coming by land. In ordemto intercept a French
convoy that he heard was approaching from the south with
a large quantity ©f stores under a strong escort, Preston moved
from the,Mount and encamped at a village situated two miles
to the south of St. Thomé and one from the seashore. He was
followed by Yusuf Khan with his force, consisting of ““ 8500
foot, 500 horse, with three bad field-piefeg; thdy encamped
to the north of the village and extended almost to the sea
witfehsi? front.towards St. Thomé.” The next morning Before
dawfl Soupire with his Europeans only, “ who were 600 horse
and foot and wfthout fiel®pieces,” fell upon the camp of
Yusuf Khan before their approach became known. Great
was the surpris¢ and confusion. Yusuf’s troops fled in every
direction, and he himself had barely time to escape from the
back of his tent.+ Preston, on hearing the enemy’s fire, hast-*
ened forth with his whole division an& attacked the French
whife they were plundering the camp. Taken by surprise
and “ having no strong or collected fire to return, they fell,
the more $¢hey venturedeto make resjstance, and all at length
broke into confusion ; but whe.n at some distance, the officers
prevailed on them to stop, and they marched off in order.” 2
The majority of Yusuf’s sepoys having fled across the country
and provision “,not sufficienf for one meal left in the camp,”

1 Orme, Vol. IL, p. 407. 2 Ibid., p. 208.
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Preston and Yusuf marched the same evening for Vendalur,
where they found a small supply From thence they pro-
ceeded to Chingleput.
As seon as the light appeared on January 2, 1759, Lally,
to cover the operatlons of Souplre, opened fire upon the defences
~ from a battery of six gun$, situajed at the opening of a street
on the rising ground to,the westward. It was known as the
Lorrain Battery, because the men of that regiment had®eon-
structed it. At the same time their mortars, which they had
lodged behPad the grand battery near the sea known as Lally’s .
Battery, came into full play, throwing their shells in volleys
all together! The guns were soon silenced, but the mortars
continued their fire jhe whole day. Fort St. George writes
-to Fort William : .

o

‘“ The 6* they open’d their Batteries against éhe Fort, and ever
since we have had a continual Fire both of Shot and Shells which have
laid almost the whole Town in Ruins, disabled,26 Rieces®f Cannon
and three Mortars, but have not had the Effect of destroying our
Defences; The Enemy hate nevertheless advanced their Trenches
quite up to éhe Crest of the Glacis where they are now making a
Battery in Breach ; ®Our situation is therefore-exceedingly Critical.” *

*  Neither the resolution of Plgot and ‘Lawrence, ).e:—the
dash and gallantry of Brereton, nor the spirit of the garrison
was diminished. Fort St. George adds: © ¢

“ Under all these Discouragements we have the pleasure to see
the whole Garrison do their Duty with the utmost Chearfulness and
Spirit. Our Loss to this time.is' much less *than®might have been

. €xpected from so long a Siege, and so warm a Fire*as we have sus-
tained, especially as we are not provided with any Bomb Proof Lodg-
ments except that which - we have made an Hospltal ‘We doubt
not our Men will preserve the same spirit to the last Extremity® and
if the Place should at length be reduc’d we flatter ourselves it will
be so dear a Purchase to the Enemy as will put it put of their Power
to undertake any thing agagnst the othere Presidencies.” o

The prospect soon gr&w buighter. ' The garrison had been
anxiously expecting the reinforcements which they had heard
Admiral Pocock was sending them. On January 30 a sail,

! From the Select Committee of For® St. George to ®the Honble. Robert
Clive, Esq® ., and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Fort leham dated
26th January, 1759,
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which had been in sight to the southward all day, came into
the road towards the evening under Fnglish colours and proved
to be the Shafigsbury, Bast Indiaman.! Sbhe had parted with
the gest of the fleet, bringing Draper’s regiment fromeBombay,
off Galle, January 7.2 The Shaftesbury, being the worst sailer,
had been made a hospital ship, and she expected to find the
L4
fleet at Madras, but
°®
‘ aduckier vein of wind and current brought her to her port before
them. The sftk, who were 36 men of the regiment, only added to
the distress of the garrison ; but she had on board 37 cfests of silver,
and many x;uhtary store®, amongst them, hand- grenades, and bombs
of the largest sizes, of which the garrison was much In need, having
nearly expended thelr stock of these articles.” 3
[ ]
The neft day the enepny opened a battery consisting of
four pieces of gannon,

“ but aftédr three or four hours were obliged by the superior fire of the
Fort to close their Embrazures again—the same thing happened for
five days sficcessively, after which the$ abandoned it entirely, and
began to fire again from their first grand battery foer hundred &
fifty yards distant—By y® accounts of Disaster® their loss of officers °
& men iq their advanced Bat’é’ery wds very considerable, and they
had™s®weral pleces of Cannon disabled.’” ¢

* Vansittart inea letter to,Clife states that for six mornings
they opened this battery at daybreak and were obliged in

an hour or fwo to shut up their embrasures
. °

‘“ At the End of six days they gave it up, and at the same time I
believe gave up aM hopes of Success; ’tis trne they had open’d a
narrow Passage through the counterscarp ef the Ditch by a Mine,
andehad beat down sb much Clay from the Face of the Demi Bastion
that there was a Slope which a Nimble Man might run up and that
is what Mr. Lally calls a Breach, but his People were wiser than he
if he propag’d to assault it @nd thgy refug’d.” ®

 Cambridge : p. 183; Ormé, Vol. IL, p.e425.

2 The 31st of the same month, arnved the Shaflesbury 709, 1808, 1481,
1393 of Colonel Draper’s Regiment.” Letter from the Pres1dent and Councll
of Fort St. George to the Select Commlttee of Fort William—dated 16 Feb.
1759. Powis MSS.

3 Orme, Vol. Iig pp. 425, 426. o

4 Select Committee Fort St. @eorge to Fort William, 16th Feb., 1759,

-6 Vansittart to Clive, dated 2nd March, 1759.
[ )
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ik Lally did propose to assault it, and he offere;d. to lead, but
the officers declared it was impracticable. It would have been
well for the brave Lally if he had met a soldier’s death leading
his men yp that slope. : ¢

The weight of the siege fell on Lally himself. The Pondi-
cherry Government réndered him no assistance, his officers

were in ill-humour, his soldiers Were clamorous for pay long

due, his sepoys were deserting in large numbers, his provigjons
had come almost to an end. An event now prognised further
ill. A red §ag was seen on the Mount. It was the%ignal that
Yusuf Khan had returned. The Select Committee resolved
on February 5 '
““ that Captain Vasserot, with a party of the troops, should endeavour
to push by the enemy’g guards . . . and join Usoff Cawn on the
Mount and that each Man should carre a Bag of pagodas. Accord-
ingly, in the Evening after Dusk, Captain Vassergt with ten of the
Troops (each carrying One thousand Pagodas divided into four parcells
of 250, one tyed on each side the Pummel and one on®each Side
behind), One Hussar who Deserted from the Enemy in the
beginning of the Siege, anl the Governours head Horsekeeper (a
Mallabar), went out across the New Bridge * and as far as the Forde
~of the River at ChiRdadre Pettah . . ., and. about ten o Clock at
Night We had the pleasure tb observe a large Fire and 4 Rockets
at the Mount, the Signal of the part§s being safe arrived theses

Two days after, Major Cajllaud, who had been sent Back
to Tanjore on December 1 to obtain recruits, arrived at the
Mount with about 400 horse and three companies of sepoys.
As senior officer he assumed command of all the troops. Lally
Jrealised that the presence of a British force at the Mount would
deprive him of all .chance of obtaining supplies. He sent a
strong force consisting of 600 European dnfantry- and 1,200
sepoys, 300 European cavalry and 500 black horse with 8 field-
pieces to attack the Mount. ‘ The whole was commanded by
a relation of Mr. Lally’s, ©of thessame hame, and with the rank
of colonel.” 2 On the nworning of the 9th the French were

1The Walajah Bridge.

2 Orme, Vol. IL, p. 443. * Brigadier Lally, Cousin to the General, com-
manded the detachment which atPacked me at the Mount. The General him-
self was not there, but it has been said hegvas. The bearimg of the same name
accounts naturally for such a report prevailigg.”’—Letter from J. Caillaud to
R. Orme, 28th June, 1778.

.

’
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seen approa;:}.ﬁng the Mount. Caillaud had drawn up his
cavalry, which was entirely Indian, in front of the garden
walls of the country houses built by the English at the foot
of tlle hill. When the French came in view the .Whole of
Caillaud’s cavalry * set off scampering, shoutifg and flourishing
their sabres.” The French cavalsy tode forward to meet
them at a round trot,! but haltlng suddenly the first rank
disgharged their carbines.

& Only thesfront rank fired,” wrote Cailaud to Orme, ‘‘ their halt
was momentary, the flight of our Bahauders not less jnstantaneous
on receipt of the fire. Igsaw them go, turned my horse to the left,
clapped sputs to him to gain the first post of Infantry. He galloped
with me about an hundred yards, when I felt him stdggering under
me, on which I threw myself off, saw he was shot full in the breast.

There I left him, and made the best of my’way to the first post of
Sepoys, that was about two hwndred yards off, in Bourchier’s Garden.”

The French cavalry vigorously pursued the fugitives up
a lane tRat separated the two rows of houses, but the enclo-
sures and hedges on each side of it were filled with sepoys
whose brisk fire caused them rapidly to r;;ajoin thgir comrades.
The French guns new opened a brisk andeindiscriminate fire
on the garden wall and on the British advanced post, a small
bI‘le bulldlnb known as “ the Swamy House,” as it had once
gontained a. ‘ syamy 7’ or, idel.2 Caillaud posted in it 20
Europeans, 300 sepoys,, and 2 field- -pieces. The French made
repeated attacks to take it, but were repulsed. About 11 A.m.
the small garrison, eated by their success, rushed out to make
a counter-attack. The French cavalry attacked them before
they had time t0 form, scattered them, and cut down many
as they fled backe to the Swamy Hduse. The enemy now
advanced their field-pieces and renewed the bombardment

with greater vigour. As the garden walls were slight and
. .

! Orme, Vol 11., p. 443.

2¢ And about 200 yards out on the plaih to the south, directly opposite
to Carvalho’s, stood the ruins of five or six mud houses, with several trees sur-
rounding a small brick building, which had once contained a swamy, or idol.”’—
Orme, Vol II.,p.441. At an early date the British began fo call an idol-temple
or pagoda a “ Swamy House.” The Bri§ishsoldier corrupted this into *“ Sammy
House.” The “ Satnmy House” or old temple on the slope of the ridge at
Delhi will be remembered by Bnglishmen as long as they reverence deeds of
valour.—*“ A History of the Indian Mutiny,” by G. W. Forrest, Vol. L, p. 109.
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afforded but little protection, * the Sepoys took shelter within
the houses ready to man the walls on a closer attack.” But
the enemy never made a closer attack. In the afternoon
their cannonade began to diminish, at®sunset i® ceased totally,
and it whs sooneknown that the French were moving fway
their artillery. They *had abandoned the attack, ¢ for fear
of ruining theirsown guns” by®* prolonging the cannonade.
“ Caillaud had just before received information that the
musket ammunition was expended to six cartridges a man
and only three balls, besides the grape-shot, leff #r each of
the field-pieces; so that no retreat coyld have been made, if
pressed by the enemy in the open plain.” At 8 p.m”“ Caillaud
marched away with all that remained of his force, in silence,
for fear of the enen®y’s cavalry, and left fires Jo deceive
them.” Before the break of day che reached Vandelur, and
continuing his march, arrived at Chingleput Before noon.

That the sanguine Lally was thoroughly discousaged by
the failure of the attack on the Mount is certain from a letter
which he dispatched to D& Leyrit at Pondicherry ofi February
14. It was fhtercepfed by Caillaud and immediately forwarded
to Madras. The letter showed that Lally was now seriously
intending to abandon the siege, and that he was © té‘kmgf my
measures from this day to sg¢t fire to the Black Town® and
blow up the powder -mills.” Ac&ordlng to *his wont, Lally
freely dealt out his invectives. He told De Leyrlt

“ Irenounce (as I informed you a month agb I W(?uld do) meddling
directly or indirectly with anything whatever that may have relation

L to your administration whether civil or military.* For I had rather

go and command the Gaffres of Madagascar than remain in this
Sodom ; which it is impossible but the fire of the’English must destroy
sooner or later, even though that of Heaven should not.”

Lally, however, had net time to cdry out his in¢ention of
burning the Black Town. #T'wo (days “only had passed since he
wrote his letter to De Leyrit informing him that he intended
to abandon the siege Vyhen Jthe fate of the operation was de-
cided. On February 16, just® afser sunset, six vessels were

“seen from the ramparts some miles t& northward. They were
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manceuvring® to get the breeze which would bring them in.
They came orf slowly.

““ As soon as it grew dark, three Lights were hoisted at the Flag
Staff as a mark %or the Ships to come by. About Eight o’Clock at
Night the Six Ships Anchored in the Road, and to the great Joy of
the Garrison proved to be His Majestys Ship dueenborough, Capt.
Kempenfelt, and the Companys Frigale Revenge, with the Tilbury,
Winchelsea, Prince of Wales, &ad Brilannia, having on board Six
Companies of Colonel Drapers Regimemd. Mr. Pybus, one of the
Cotficil, went off with a Letter from the Governour to Capt. Kempenfelt
to Complimen; him on his arrival, and to dgsire him to land as many
of the Soldfers as he can to Night ; and Colonel Draper wrote off to
Major Monson to the same effect, it being apprehendea that, if Mr.
Lally does ntend to make any push, he will do it this night before
our Succours can come to our Assistance. All the Garrison, The
Company’s Servants, and Inhabitants were therefore ordered under
Arms, and continued so the whole Night at their several Alarm Posts,
and about fvo Companys wege landed from the ships in the Night.
A Constant fire yas kept upon the Enemys Trenches, which they
sometimes returned, and threw a few Shells in the beginning of the
Night, bué nong after Eleven o Clock. About Midnight three deserters
came in separately from St. Thome, and report that the French
entirely abandoned that Place . . . ;e that their out Posts have
been ordered to Join at the Powder Mill, and fhat the Enemy intend
to raise the Siege and march off before day break.”

Bhe Teport of the desert@rs proved true. .

; « February 17th.—About three,in the morning the enemy set fire
to several large pifes of wood m the rear of their guard battery, and
as soon as the day broke it appeared that the enemy had abandoned
their trenchg¢s and batterys, and were retreating, and about nine
o’clock in the mwrning they blew up the powder mill at Egmore.

‘“ In the enemy’s hospital were found 44 sick and wounded soldiers
without one persoy to attend them. Mr. Lally’s sudden march mayw
account for his leaving these people behind, But nothing can justify
abapdoning them wiihout leaving a line to recommend them to our
care. They, however, found humanity in their enemy, which was
denied them by their General; immediate orders were given that
the same care shduld be taken of them as of our own people, and the
greatest part have since recoverdd. TH® enemy’s precipitate retreat
prevented the destruction of*the Black Tewn, which was fully intended,
as appears by Mr. Lally’s letter of the 14th February. The houses
in general have suffered, notwithstanding, considerable damage, as
well by the loss of doors, windows, &c.,swhich were useful to the enemy,
as by 'our shot end shells. Téhe Company’s garden house and the
houses belonging to the Eutopean inhabitants in the environs and at
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the Mount have suffered a severe fate; all of them are greatly
damaged ; some have only the walls left and nothing but want of
time prevented the total demolition of every one.”

So ended the siege of Madras, one of the*most d:camatlc
incidents’in the ehistory of British dominion in India. *The
success of the defence was due to the wise leadership of Pigot
and Stringer Lawrence, to the pétience, endurance, and stub-
born valour of the garrifon, to the far sight of William Rjtt,
who sent at a critical moment reinforcements to the Emst,
and to the, splendid counter-stroke of Clive which kept in
the Deccan a large force which wouldeotherwise have joined
Lally. Duripy the siege Clive received many urgent appeals
from Madras for men and munitions. But he had not got
them. When Forde’s® expedition sailed, only 280 JEuropeans,
“and those the very scum of th® men,” remained for the
defence of Fort William. But though he trgently needed
them himself, Clive sent on all reinforcements Jeaching Cal-
cutta to Madras. He Wr:)te on December 26, 175?:

“ The detechment ®f King’s troops on the Warren will return in
the same ship, whict® will sail in a few days for Madras. Not a man
shall be kept, but you may depenq upon ewery assistange in our
power”; and if you can but give M. Lally one blow in the field he is
ruined. You may draw upon us for what money you choose® we
have twenty lacs of rupees in the®tregsury, but ne bullion : the gold
in the Warren will be sent you. The Warren and Caddalore sloops ,

will be loaded with provisions.” .
' .

L ]

The Government of Madras pestered Clive, with requests
“that Forde’s detachment should be sent to their aid, but
Clive was convinced tifat Lally could not tgke Madras as long
as it was well supplied with provisions and money, and he
firmly refused to yield to their request. Cliye’s action was
determined by a wide view both of the military anel political
situation, and it was crowaed with the most complete success.

After his victory at Condore, Forde was anxious to advance
from Rajahmundry and take possession of Masulipatam. But
Forde was in want of money, ahd his ally Ananda Raz, waiting
to see the result of the siege of Madras, evaded the payment
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to which hé had bound himself by express stipulation. A
great deal of “important time was lost before Forde was able
to again put his force in motion. On January 25 he wrote
to Clive: . .

g [ ]

“ For want of money I have lost a Glorious opp®rtunity of Destroy-
ing the French in those parts. They degim now to recover a little
from their consternation and are venturing out of Masulipatam with
a few men and Some Guns to gather injhe rents. The Marquis De
Corsilans is still continued in the Command, but whether he will try
thes other bout or not time will shew. He is determined not to be
taken Prisendy, unless by a Greyhound, for he Supped at Rajamindry

the night of the Engagement which is at least fifty thiles from the
field of action.” ?

Three days after Forde’s force moved from Peddipore, and
on February 6 occupied Elore, * otlferwise called Yalore,”
nearly fifty miles north of*Masulipatam. It was a large town,
the capital of % district of the same name, one of the four
ceded te the,French. The large fort in the centre of the city
used to be garrisoned mainly by native troops, but Conflans
had removed them on his way to 'Masuhpatam where he in-
tended to make his final stand. The long delay of the English.
in folloying up thejr victory at Cvndore, due to the hesitation
of tneu' ally, had inspired Conflans with a little resSlution.
He “now orgamsed a body of 200 Europeans with four field-
p1eces and 2,000 sepoys unller the command of M. du Rocher,

‘“ which he called his army of observation, but they did not
venture within, less ¢han thirty miles of Elore, and kept moving
to the West of Masulipatam collecting or extorting tributes.”
Ananda Raz, who was also busy in extorting tributes, ditl
not make his appgarance. Forde, whfle waiting for him, sent
Captain Knox with a battalion of sepoys to take possession
of the French factory at Narsapur 2 twenty miles to the south-
east of HWlore. On the®Zemindar ob the district joining Knox,
the French troops evaduated it. eKnox, leaving a few men
with the Zemindar’s officials to hold it, returned to Elore.
On the 18th the Rajah arrlved with all his troops, *“ and the

1 Letter from Franecis For&e to ““ Collonel Clive.”” Powis MSS.
# Narsapur or Narasapur.
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next day the Zemindar of Narsipore with 1500°foot armed
in the fashion of the country.” Ananda Raz aflvanced more
pretexts for delay, and it was March 1 before Forde could
make a fresh start. On the 7th hes reached Masulipatam,
and the following day he wrote to the Madras Government

as follows : ‘.

GENTLEMEN,— Yesterday I arrived here & invested the Town,
and as soon as I get my hé&avy Artillery ashore from the Harduuck
shall form the siege, since my Arrival here have had the agreeable
news (by a Letter from M® Andrews) of the French ha\ang raised the
Siege of Fort ¢3t. George but no Particulars. I heartily congratulate
you on this event, by which you have stopped the progress of our
Enemy’s and gained immortal honour to yourselves. By my last
Orders from Bengal I am to march to your Presidency so soon as
the French are drove'out of these parts. Ihave received a letter from
Salabat Jung in a very Bompous stile full of praises of Qimself and
his Army and a great many high flowneexpressions, but Tot a single
word whether he is coming as a friend, or an Enegy, ten days ago
he was forty corse on this side Hyderabad, I shall send an Embassy
to him when he comes within four or five days marchs of tRis Place.
I send Letters from him to M' Pigot by this Hircara, if you think
proper to send two hundred men to my Assistance the business here
will be soonerodone, agd nothing can then impede my marchlng to

*your Presidency. e .
CAMP BEFORE MazULIPATAM ® oI have the honour tg be
8th March 1759. Gentlemen -

Your most obedlent and most humble Séfvant

° Faancis Forpe.!

The old fort of Masuhpatam where the English first began
their adventurous journey on the Coromandel Coast was
situated on the south side a mile and a half from the sea, and
it was surrounded on the three land sides by a morass or
swamp of great extent $rom three to eightegn feet deep. The
defences, which the French had modernised and improved,
consisted on the three land sides, west, north, and east, of
eleven bastions of variows sizes and®shapes, connected by
long curtains. Around tle wlole Was a ledge of pointed
stakes and a wet ditch, but no glacis. The walls as high as
the parapet, like the walls of many Indian forts, were of mud,

[ ]
1 Selections from the Letters, Despatche®, and other Stafe Papers preserved
in the Madras Secretariat (Clive Series), edited oy George W. Forrest, C.LE.

. [ ]
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faced with brick. The front to the south along the sound
from the basfion called St. Michael, in the south-west angle,
to the opposite bastion in the south-east angle named the
Francois Bastibn, had®no wall.? The front facing the east,
froth the Francois Basticn to the Cameleon Bastidn in the
north-east angle, had a work in,the form of a demi-lune
called the Dutch Bastion 4nd the St. John Bastion. The
frogt to the north had a small gat@way and the churchyard
at sthe north west corner. The bastion next to the north-
west, facmg almost west, fronted a’ broad causeway 2,000
» yards in length which, led to the pettah or native town. In
this bastion was the gateway, and from it ran «a narrow road
carried on a causeway across the morass to the town, situated
about a mile and a half to the north®west of the fort on a
spot of rising ground. ‘“®About 120 yards of this causeway,
nearest to the fort, was formed into a long caponniére, which
terminabed ip a ravelin or fleche, the faces and short flanks
of which, as well as the sides of the caponniére, were: further
strengthened by a ditch all round.””*2
Conflans had ogcupied a strong posftjon néhr the town,
which he might haye easﬂy defertded with his superior force,
but "on the ,approach of the English he retired into tlfe fort.
The troops of Ananda Raz ang of the Zemindar of Narsapur
encamped near “the town.® They were useful in preventing
communication with the interior, but a regular attack from
the land sideg was not possible, on account of the morass
and the limited means at Forde’s disposal. He had to keep
in touch with tht Hardwicke and two sloops in the roads which
had on board his ;stores and heavy aftillery. Along the sea-
shore were some sand-hills about 800 yards from the eastern
face of the fort, and separated from it by a branch of the
estuary sunning northtard.. Amomg these sand-hills Forde
. determined to plant thrée batjeriess The south battery, close
to the estuary and near a village, bombarded the Francois

1 Orme, Vol. IL, p. 479. “ Orme’se acount of the taking of Masulipatam
with Yorke’s Notel.”  Orme MSS.®
2 Broome, p. 227; Orme, Vol. II., pp. 480-481.

° 4
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and Dutch Bastions. The northern fired on t.h.e Cameleon,
and the centre bastion upon the Bastion St. Jean. To land
the siege guns and drag them across the loose sand to their
respective positions was a long and tedious® task. Mean-
while, Forde’s Situation became more embarrassing. On
March 19 he wrote to ‘I:he-Madra.s Government :. '

. L]

‘I am much distressed §or money, the Gentlemen of Bengal say
they will send me two lack of Rupees on the Warren but as the wheds
are now Contrary she may pot arrive this month or two, § am therefore
to request you will send me a lack of Rupees with all possibYe dispatch.
I shou’d not 1fe so pressing but the.safety of our Affairs in these parts
depends upon a speedy supply. I now owe°thirty thousand Rupees
to the Seapoys, and twenty thousand prize money which I made use
of for the subsistence of the troops, and this month will probably
expire before I get any meney. Yesterday there was a general mutiny
among the Europeans, they all turned gut with their ArnfS, and with
great difficulty I cou’d prevail on them to return tg their Tents and
send one or two of their number to let me know the cause of their
behaving in such a manner; their Deputies declared {o ma that the
whole were resolved not to march against Mazulipatam, until they
received their prize money, agd that in case the town wasstaken they
insisted on the whole Booty being 'divided without reserving half
for the Benefif of the tompany; as to the figst Article I promised
to pay them out of the first money I received and as to the second
I told them I cou’d not dispense with agositive order of my Sifperiours,
but that I wou’d keep the Company’s half in my hands watil I recgjived
further orders on that head and promised to represent the hardship
they complained of to the Gov’ and®Council of Bengal ; this has .
pacified them for a time, but if money does not arrive soon they may
perhaps be as good as their words.” . '

[ ] [ ]

. The men re’turned to their duty with their «usual ardour,
says Orme. The batteries were, however, nét completed till
March 25. Two daycs' after grave news reached Forde.
He had known, for some days that Salabat Jang ‘ was
marching this way to join the French,” and he now heard that
the viceroy “with a large® army‘of Sedpoys and Mar®ttas had
got within 20 corse [forty®miles] of us and was there joined
by the French army’ of observation consisting of 200 Euro-

" peans and 2,000 Seapoys.’»! Forde met the danger with

the. boldness and prompthess of a soldier® “If I had

1 Letter from Francis Forde to Colonel Clive, Masulipatam, June 16th, 1759,
[ ]
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attempted to retreat,” he writes to Clive, ‘‘ they would have
fallen on my rear and no doubt when joined by the Garrison
of Masuhpatam wou’d have overpowered me, therefore on
Welghmg the Circumstances I thought it better to, make an
attempt on the town before they came too®near to me.” It
was, as he stated, ““ a bold stroke.¥? °

The English batteries had kept up an tninterrupted fire
froin the day they opened. On thé evening of April 6, the
same day that Forde heard of the ngar approach of Salabat
Jang and Rocher the artillery officers reporteg that there
was no more than twe days’ ammunition left for the service
of the batteries.! But Forde’s calmness and®judgment did
not fail him. He ordered the guns to fire more briskly through
the next gay and all the troops to be®under arms at ten the
following nlght All dufing the 7th the batteries played
hotly upon the three bastions. The brick fell off, the mud
crumbletl away, and practical breaches were opened. The
chief fire was directed against the Cameleon,? for Forde de-
cided that the main and real attack should be. against that
bastion and two feints—one by the Ra]a}is troops, who weree* -«
to advgnce along .the caqseway and skirmish agalnst the
ravehn ; the other between the St. Michael Bastion in the
south-west angle resting on the sound, and the one to the
north of it on the south-west front called the Salina. Between
these two bastions there was no ditch, but only a muddy
swamp. Yorke was told by a native servant, who had form-
erly lived at Masulipatam, that he had often seen men walking
across this swamp. On the night of .the 6th Captain Yorke
angl Knox wente out at midnight, *‘ covered properly to
resemble black men naked, and entered the quagmire, which
they passed half over, and found it not above knee deep, but
the mud® very tenaciods.” They rfturned undiscovered, and
Forde, on hearing their repert, stttled that Captain Knox

! Orme, Vol. II., 483.

2 Orme states: @ Each of the three hadebeen equally fired upon, to confound
the enemy’s guessyof the assault.”  M2&jor Yorke was of opmmn “ that the fire

of our batterys was principally, dlrgcted against the Cameleon.””—Major Yorke's
Notes. | Orme MSS.



110 The Life of Lord Clive

with his own (Ist) battalion and a detail of Madras sepoys,
altogether some 700 in number, should make an attack in
this quarter at the same time as the main_ assault. The
European, battalion, a small body of 312 bayonets, reinfogced
with 80 sailors ffom the Hardwicke and the artillerymen 80
in number, together with #alf the,sepoys, about 700 men, were
allotted for the main attagk.! The storming party was divided
into three divisions—the first composed of the Europsan
and Native grenadiers. under Captain Fischer gvith the®30
gunners ; tle second, consisting of the other four companies
of the European battalion and the sailor®under Captgin Yorke ;
and the third, of the remainder of the sepoys under Captaln
Maclean.

On the night of the 7th the whole camp was wader arms
at the appointed time. “ When everythmg was ready,” says
Forde, “I asked where Captain Callender (who was to lead
the first division of Europeans) was, and sent the Adjutant
to his tent to look for hing, but not finding him, we¢ marched
to the placé,appoini;ed where we were to be joined by the
* Battery guards.” ‘They ¢ remalned at the rendez-vous about
an hoyr,” waiting till the false atpack, which was to be made
by Knox at 1 o’clock, began.? At that hour the assaulting
column * marched as fast as we coyld up to the middle in mud
and water.” 3 As they struggled through the. morass they
were joined by the gunners, who did not quit the batteries
until the last moment. The ditch was &rossé@d, the leading
division commanded by Fischer was approachirlg, when they
were discovered by thg enemy, who gathered in the breach
and began to fire as well from their flanking cannon as their
musketry. The fire, however, * only encreased the ardour
of the assailants.” Theoshots.told .heavily *on tl.1em,< but

1 Broome, p. 234. Orme writeg: ‘‘ Their whole number was 346 Europearis,
rank and file; the Sepoys amounted t® 1400; of which the other half were
allotted to the false attack to be led by Captain "Knox. ”—Orme, Vol. II., p. 484,

2 Letter from Colonel Forde to Colonel Clive, Masulipatam, June 16th 1759.

3 Ibid. Orme in the Memorandum he sent to Yorke writes that the troops
crossed ‘‘ from the dry ground directly opgosite to thie bagtion of St. Jean.”

In his history he states *“ directly opposite to the Cameleon.”—-Orme, Vol. IIL.,
p. 485.
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heedless of those who fell, they hacked away at the strong
- palisades while Yorke kept up a brisk fire against the north
flank and norgh-east fgce of St. John’s Bastion® on the left
and Captain Maclean’s division of sepoys on the Little Gate
Bastion to the right of the Cameleon, Gradually a passage
was cleared, and the British soldlers rushed up the breach
in the Cameleon. - Of the foremos) several were killed, but
mbre crowding on, in about ten minutes footing was gained.”
Yorke’s qivision at once followed up sthe breach and entered
the bastion. The Cameleon secured, Fischer’s division marched
along the eampart to the right? towards the thtle Gate Bastion
with a view to secure the northern face of the'fort. Captain
Moran at the head of his division djscovered a light field-
piece with its ammunitiop on the bastion. -He proposed to
Yorke to turn it towards the left to sweep the rampart along
the east face. Yorke adopted the suggestion and ordered
some of the ‘artillerymen that were with him to turn the gun
towards the east face and open Jfire. 'When a number of
sepoys of Maclean’s division, sufficient &o holds the bastion,
had come up the bteach, he deteymined t& follow in the same®
directioh. Just as"he waseon the point of starting, he saw
below a body of French sepoys advancing up the road between
the rampart and the buildiggs ' the body of the fort. * Yorke
immediately ran down, and seizing the French officer at the
head of the Sepoys, bid him order them to lay down their
arms and surrender which they obeyed with little reluct-
ance, and were, sent up to the bastion.” # Yorke, finding
the road broader than the line of thegrampart and free from
inttrruption, brodght his men down from the bastion and
marched towards the St. Jean Bastion, while the field-piece
kept the line of the rampart clear Dy a continuous fire. On
reaching “the gorge of the St. Jean, the guard of the bastion,
consisting of * 20 Europeans® and " mhore Sepoys, fired down,

! Yorke’s Notes.

2 Orme commits the error of writingg* St. John’s on the right and that called
the small gate on fthe left.” It shomld be ““ St. John’s on the left and the Little

Gate on the right.”” Yorke inshis notes points out the mistake.
3 Orme, Vol. II., pp. 485-486.
L ]
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which killed several and wounded more, and thep immediately
cried out that they would surrender. The return of their
fire was spared, their arms were gathered, and they were con-
ducted by a party to the Cameleon.” Yorke now pushed, on
to the Dutch Bastion, * where the enemy behaved in the same
manner as on St. Jean’s shd were treated with the same ill-
timed lenity by me.” ! Yorke was anxious to push forward
to the Francois, and by taking it obtain complete possession
of the eastern front. But his division had beencoglsidera'bly
diminished in number, darkness had begun to fall, *“ and many
showed miuch less willingness to go 0ff, for darkngss covers
shame.” The}'r, however, yielded to the exhortations of
Yorke ; but they had not gone many steps when they came
to a small brick building close to the rampart. & was an
* expense magazine.” 2 Some of the soldiers went inside, and
one of them, on seeing the powder barrels, cried *“ A mine!”
Terror seized them. The line instantly ran back liké a flock
of sheep towards the St. Jean Bastion.® The officgrs, vainly
exhorting and entreaging, were borne along with them. Yorke,
* marching at their héad, was left alone with only two drummers,
‘“ who, were black boys, and beaying the- grenadiers’s march,
which they continued, but in vain, for none rejoinad.” * Ygprke
went back and found his men in, confusion near St. Jean’s
Bastion,5 * from whence,” says Yorke, “ I led them on several
times, sometimes by threats and sometimes by exJortations.”
Meanwhile, the officer commanding the Francois Bastion
kad brought down a gun loaded with grape ahd pointed it
up the road. When*Ygrke made his last desperate advance,$
with 80 or 40 volunteers,' old soldiers of shis own regiment

1 Yorke’s Notes. '

2 Orme in his history writes: “ It was an extensive nragazine of ammu-
nition.”—Orme, Vol. 1L, p. 488s In the Memo®andum he sent {9 Yorke he
states: ‘‘ It was an expense magazine,” (‘‘ Expense magazine,” one in which
a small portion of ammunition is Rept fog immediate use.—N. E. D.)

3 Yorke’s Notes.

¢ Orme’s Memorandum. .

5 Orme writes: ““ And all instantly ran-back to the Cameleon.”—Orme,
"Vol. 1L, p. 346. Yorke corrected this in the Memorandum. He states:
‘“ They never retreated so far back as the ®ameleon until after I was wounded
and carried off into that bastion.” ]

& Yorke writes: ‘“ More properly in this case a forlorn hope.”
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the 39th,! the French waited till the head of the line approached
within a few ‘yards and then they fired, killing several and
wounding sixteen. °* Captain Yorke fell with a ball through
each of his thighs, and ®ach of the black drummers was killed
dead at his side.” Yorke was carried to tWe Cameieon, and
‘ the whole of my Division,” he says, ““ retreated . . . except
those who had been posted on the St. Jean’s and Dutch
Bagbions.” * Then indeed they crowded into it and wou'd
hawe gone out at the breach had not, the officers kept them
back by the points of their swords.” 2 The gyards at the
St. Jean’s and Dutch Bastions kept their posts until the firing
ceased on all sides. .

Captain Fischer, meanwhile, with the 1st D1v1510n had
been engaged in clearing the northerf and western fronts.
Advancing along the ramfarts from the Cameleon, he drove
the guards fron! the two bastions on the northern side, and
then, meving. down the western face, he reached the Great
Gateway Bastion near the causeway. Here the majority of
the garrlson joined the guard and the pr1nc1pal resistance was
made. The bastion.was cleared, the gate delow secured, and
the troogs, who were defending thé ravelin against the Rajah’s
attack; prevgnted from returning to the fort. Fischer then
pushed on to the next bastlon,.the Pettah, from which a few
dropping shots were fired %s they moved forward. During
the advance Captain Callender suddenly appeared and was
shot dead on &he spot. ‘“But how he got there the Lord
Almighty knows, for not a man in our army ever saw him from
ten o’clock the évening before till aboutea minute before he
wasg kill'd, and then he was seen only by.Fischer and Stebbert.4

1¢Instead of Grenadiers,” writes Yorke, ‘‘ they were Battalion men, but
they were old sold;ers who had quitted His Majesty’s 39th Regt. when that
left India and enter’d into the%Company s Service with me. . . . They never
were brougit to order after the 1st Panick a8d the last effort which I made
was at the head of 30 or 40 Velunteers aboye mentioned, the rest lay on the
ground.” .

? Yorke’s Notes. 3 Ibid.

4 Letter from Colonel Forde to Colonel Clive, Masulipatam, June 16, 1759,
Orme states that ‘“ whilst the division was getting in order to proceed again
appeared Captain Callender no one knew®from whence and taking the command,
marched at their head towardg the next bastion called the Pettah.”—Orme,
Vol. IL, p. 488. Yorke, commenting on Orme’s account, writes: ‘“ All this, the

/o
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Callender’s servant was asked where his master had been the
previous night. He said: * He was in- his tent when the
firing began and as soon as he heard it he bounc’d up and
ran towards the town.” Some of his particufar friends said
that for some d8ys before he always declared he would be
killed in the assault. Sooreafter the death of Callender Fischer
received a messape from Forde ordermg him to cease firing,
as Conflans had surrendered o,
Forde had remaineqd on the Cameleon with ;he reserves,
and directedyoperations on the right and left. Conﬂans during
the attack remained in the arsenal, ¢ apstrong stone building,
part of it bonfb proof, and where he kept the Grenadier Com-
pany and other troops for his own protection during the whole
line of attack.” ! Thé main assault on the easternfront took
him by surprise, and he sent conttadictory orders when the
report reached him of the fall of a bastion. °At the moment
when Yorke’s men were seized with panic he despatched an
officer to the English commander offering to capjtulate on
honourable terms Forde *insisted on unconditional surrender.
All res1stance musts cease immediately, and the whole garrison
must assemble at the parade under the bastion of the great
gateway to surrender their arms. At two in ithe morning,
“ whilst it was dark, but with éhe proper precputions taken by
the English troops to prevent treachery and Surprlse,” 2 the
French troops laid down their arms, and the next morning the
British flag was hoisted on the ramparts of Masulipatam. The
followmg is Forde’s own terse account of a darlng feat of arms :
To THE Hon’'BLE GRS)RGE Picor, EsqQ*, & CounciL or FORT
ST. GEORGE. .- . .

GENTLEMEN,—On the Night between the 7 and 8% Instant I
attacked Mazulipatam and after a very sharp conflict had the good
fortune to get possession @f it. X haveetaken near fiwe hundred
European Prisoners, One hyndred of which are Officers Civilians
& Ship People, the remainder are Soldiers, my whole force consisted
of three hundred and fifteen rank and file, thirty of which were Volun-

progress of Fischer’s attack is partecertain, part conjecture. It is certain that
the principal resistance was made at tle bgstion of the great gate. Callender
by all accounts was killed by the last shot after,that bastion was secured.”

1 Yorke’s Notes. . 2 Ibid.
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teer Seamen belonging to the Hardwick—twenty one of my people
are killed and *sixty wounded, one seaman killed and six wounded.
I am of opinion this place shou’d be kept in our hands, as it is by far -
the strongest sitpation in Jndia ; my fifteen hundred Seapoys behaved
very well, with one half of them I made a false attack & joined the
other with the Europeans at the real attack, they mounted the Ram-
parts with the Europeans and behavgd with great humanity after
they had got in. I have lost gueat numbers of them both at the false
and real attack, Captain Kallendar is amgng the sfain as is Moodenbeg
mye Commandant of Seapoys.

“The syiceess of the expedition which Clive sent to the
Carnatic was greater than even his daring and ®commanding
genius could have foréseen. The military and political actions
were carried out without a failure, because Clive chose the
right man to do the work, and he did it with promptness, daring,
and resefttion. Eight days after Masulipatam fell, two French
vessels appeared in the road. They had on board 800 troops
whom Lally had dispatched on hearing that the fort was
besieged. On finding that it had been captured, they sailed
away. The news of the capture ofethe fort greatly astonished
and vexed Salabat Jang. He at onceecommwnicated with
du Rocher, and it was determined to advance and assist
the reififorcement, which was daily expected. On April 18
Forde wrot&: * The French still make their party good with
Salabat Jang, he has sent kis Morattas before to block us up,
marches after them himself with the French in the van.”
Forde acted vs;ith his usual boldness and promptness. * Half
my people are employed in guarding the Prisoners in Mazuli-
patam,” he wrofe;  with the other half I shall keep out as
long as I can, for if I once retire intosthe Fort the men from
the ships will land’immediately.” When the ships disappeared
Salabat Jang, seeing that it was not possible to retake Masuli-
patam, gnd losing allyfaith,in thg power of the French to
render him aid in maintaining his {throne against the ambition
of his brother Nizam Ali, opened negotiations with Forde.
On May 12, 1759, the treaty Wasi concluded. It ceded to the

11n the original draft of the trpaty®sent to the Madras Government at the
time we have—* Dated Moon, Ramadan the 16 Hegra 1172 which is:the'14tt
of May 1759.”
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British by the first article the Northern Sircars, :che rich terri-
tory which had been assigned to Bussy for the payment of his
troops; and by the second article Salabat Jang bound himself.
to oblige fhe French troops to move to any p].ace out of the
Deccan country on the other side of the river Kishna. ¢ In
future he will not sufféer fhem tg have a Settlement in this
Country on-any dccount whatever, nor keep them in his Ser-
vice, nor assist them, nor call them to his Assistance.” Qy
his effective diversion in marching against Arcofy Clive denlt
a heavy bloav to French power in Southern India, and by
creating a diversion in dispatching a force to the, Northern
Sircars he struck a fatal blow at French preponderance in the
Decean. ~ '



CHAPTER *1IT

o 1758-1760 : THE FOUNDATIONS OF EMPIRE

Ox Septe‘mber 15, 1758, Clive wrote ¢o Pigot: *° If the next
Ships bring a nomination of a President, I shall soon take
my depaxnture for Enfland; but if the news of Placis should
prevail upon the Directors to appoint me, I shall be obliged
to continue.” The news of Plassey did prevail on the Directors.
It waswmet till February, 1758, that they heard of the battle
and the far-reaghing results of the victory. On March 8 they
appointed Clive * in consideration of his eminent and repeated
services"to Be sole President and Governor of Fort William
in case ik should suit his health tp remain in India.” They
added, * Colonel Clive as Governor is of coursg to be added
to the Select Comrhittee appointed by odr letter of the 11th®
Novex.nber of which*he is to pe the chief and presiding menber.”
Thes appoimtments were made and the orders dispatched
three months before the regolttion of the Council at Calcutta
was passed appointing Clive President. But many months
passed befere the orders reached Calcutta. On November 28
Clive wrote to"* THe Gentlemen of Council at Fort William  :

“ I must now’acquaint the Board, I thought a final appointment
from England and of course a cessation & my authority in Bengal
wolild have admittéd of my returning to Europe a twelvemonth ago,
but intestine trouble in the Country and the situation of affairs in
general have detained me till the arrival of the Warren and London,
by which«Ships I find th® Courb of Dirgctors have done me the honor
to appoint me to the Presidency of Bengal, accompanied with such
marks of regard and esteem as htive induc’d me to continue 14 or 15
months longer in India, by which time I persuade myself the Treaty
with the Nabob will be fulfilled, the fgrtifications in a state of defence,
and such a foreg arrived from England as may secure to the Company
their valuable acquisitiong: these three objects are what I have
always had much at heart, and if they can be compleated, I flatter

117
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myself the Court of Directors will think I have answer’d their ex- _
pectations, and will approve of my returning to Edrope, to enjoy
the fruits of War which has been carried on for upward of eleven
years almost without intermission.” - . >

On December 29 Clive wrote to his father as follows : ¢

Hon'p Sir,—I have ' red® your Letter of the 23rd of March.
You will find I am "ot likely to be af home so soon as you expected,
the Earnest desire of the Cofirt of Directors added to the persuasigns
of the Gentlemen here have prevailed upon me to stay one year long%r
I beg you wo? not be uneasy on this Account, for you may. be assut’d
no consideratjon whatever shall induce me to stay beyond that
time, and I have acquamted the Court of pDirectors Wlth such my
intentions. .

To give you some idea, how much the general opinion of India
as well as of England was against a Government of four, I inclose
a letter address’d me m&ny months before the abolishment of that
form of Government was known by all éhe Gentlemen of T8%hcil, by

_which you will observe I was requested to accept of this Governm®
unanimously, some Months before the News of my Appointm! from
Home reach’d Us. ‘ . .

I am now projecting the ruin of the French in Golconda, for which
purpose I have sent Col! For@ with 500 Europeans & 2000 Blacks to
join a powerfw princeenow in Arms against them ; my last Letters
® advise of their Junctfon and that the French were retreating before
them—I expect more importaift News very sopn.

Besnot uneasy at the loss of $t. David (which was sgandal-
ously given up): notwithstanding this success the ¥rench are in
a very bad way & will I hopee be at the poipt of destruction
. by the latter end of next year ; we have so totally exterpated
them out of Bengal that there is not one of them within 600 miles
of Us. . .

If you sho? have Occasion for a sum of Mohey t® purchase Com-

mzssmns for either of my Brothers or to answer any other purpose
which may be for theig Advantage You will apply to my Attorneys
who I desire may supplyeyou accordingly.
I cannot conclude this Letter without destring You will make
use of all your Interest & that of your Friends, in Support of Mr.
Sullivan, and if there sh? be Occasion to lay out gny of my Mony
in India Stock to effect my intentions, Iedesire my Attogneys may
do it.

My Brother in Law Capf“ Maskelyne goes by this Conveyance
& will bring you this: he is worth, 10, or 11,000. I beg you will
assist in settling him in the World and in getting him a good Wife.
Mr. Walsh will also often call upon you from him. You may have,
a full detail of all our India transacti®ns.

I wrote my Mother last Year and shall again this, I desire you

-
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will assure her of my tenderest regard & respect: my Brothers &
Sisters have always my best wishes.
I am
. v Hon’d Sir
. Your Affect & dutiful son
° * R C

The following day he thus comptunicated his views to
Lawrence Sulivan, afterwards his most bitter foe :

*S1r,—You have my hearty and sincere congratulations on -an
evdnt long most impatiently wish’d for by me. I was always of
opinion th® Company’s affairs could never be carried on_to advantage,
but under the managemgnt of one or more of those entlemen who
brought heme with them a just knowledge of India acquired by
many years experience, Give me leave to offer my Interest and
that of my friends, because I am persuaded Your utmost endeavour
will be exerted for the benefit of Your Emloyers.

If AMBition satisfied in i§s greatest extent, and the gratification
of every wish ngw center’d in my native Country, be not motives
sufficient to induce me to return there, I know not what are; yet
Sir a thosough, conviction of what I owe to my Country and the Com-
pany has prevailed upon me to continue one year longer in India,
with no other view in nature, than that of seeing the Company’s
affairs in Bengal, important as they now are, gut uponguch a footing,
as nothing but the want of a timely exertion frem home can destroy.
After having said thus much, I amepersuaded You will do justice
to my _in'tentions, and bestow timat attention on what I may represent,
as the importance of the Subject requires.

The General I_‘etter, as well asethat from the Select to the Secret
Committee, will give You soffie idea of what Bengal is at present,
and what it may be in future. I shall endeavour to enlarge upon
these letters, and lay before You some particulars, which at first
sight may not e thofight so proper to entrust the Public with.

If we are to decide from the consequences of the War carried on
at the Coast of Ceromandel, Every Well wisher to the Company and
to the trade of the Nation must call aloug for a speedy peace with
ous Enemies the French, and that every thing in India may be reduced
to its first principles ; but when we compare the importance and
condition of th¢ one with the ruinous state of the other, We shall
soon be cgnvinced, that g speedy and yell timed effort made in this
Province must be attended with real and solid advantages to the
Company. . *

Enclosed I send You an exact state of the Revenues of the Provinces
of Bengal, Bahar, & Orissa ; this is not an account of hearsay, but
an account taken verbatim from,th® books of the Prime Minister
Roydulap, who how resides ateCalcutta under the English protection.

The opportunities affortied me by the late Revolution have given
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me a just knowledge of the Subject I am writing upon, experience,
not conjecture, or the report of others, has made me “well acquainted
with the genius of the people, and nature of the Country, and I can
assert with some degree of confidence, that this rich & flourishing
kingdom 1pay be totally subdued by so small a force as two thougand
Europeans, and tl#e possession thereof maintain’d & confirm’d by
the Great Mogul upon paying the Sum of 50 Laack p* annum, paid
by former Subahs. .

The Moors, as Well as Qentoos, are indolent, luxurious, ignorant,
and cowardly, beyond all conception ; the Country itself is ful, of
great and navigable Rivers, is very woody, enclosed by mountgins
with narrow passes ; in shbrt every thing conspires to r®nder Infantry
formidable, and Cavalry (in which the chief strength of Indostan
consists) a meer bughear. The Soldiers, ifethey deserve.that name,
have not the least attachment to their Prince, he only can expect
Service from them who pays them best, but it is a matter of great
indifference to them whpm they serve; .and I am fully persuaded
that after the battle of Placis I could have appropriatedgilie whole
Country to the Company and preservell it afterwards with as much
ease as Meer Jaffeir the present Subah now does, through the terror
of the English Arms and their influence.

The Power of the Empire is greatly broken by intestin® commo-
tions, and perhaps its total ruin has been in a manner pl;evented by .
the sums of money sent to Ifelly by the late Subah Anaverdy Khan.
Since his deatR the renfittances have been very precarious & uncertain,
and the sums sent mtch short of the 50 LaacK stipulated to be paid
annually. The Marattas indeed have weight sufficient to epforce the
paymént of the Ghout, which is 12 I*aack exclusive of the Csuntries
of Ballasore and Cuttack, which may produce as much more. *(You
will observe these two Countried arg not included in the state of
Revenues) The Vizier, who is the sole support of the Imperial
Throne, has been long desirous of the English Interest with the Nabob
to obtain the Ballance due from the Provinceg, and, thete is not the
least doubt that he would much rather grant the Royal Sunad to a
Nation famed for the success of their Arms and for tieir strict adher-
ence to treaties, than te one who is scarce master of any other influence
or authority but what he®enjoys under the Wings of the English repu-
tation. .

I am persuaded You will believe I do not want to aggrandize the
Company at the expence of all equity and justice; long may the
present Subah enjoy the adwantages gain8d him by our Arms, if he
abides strictly by his Treatigs. But You, Sir, whe have resided so
long in India, are well acquainted with the nature & dispositions of
these Mussulmen, gratitude they have none, bare Men of very narrow
conceptions, and have adopted a system of Politicks more peculiar
to this Counfry than any other,®viz ; to attempt{ every thing by
treachery rather than force. Under thgse circumstances may not
so weak a Prince as Meer Jaffeir be easily destroyed, or influenced

[
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by others to attempt destroying us. What is it then can enable us
to secure our present Acquisitions or improve upon them, but such
a force as leaves nothing to the power of Treachery or Ingratitude.

I shall conclyde this gnbject with mentioning to You the Bearer
Mr. John Walsh ; his abilities & the knowledge he has agquired by
acting in the quality of my Secretary during the®*Bengal Expedition
make him by much the fittest Person o lay before You the whole
extent of my designs, and as such I recommend him to your notice
and most serious attention. .

Ms the Company’s Privileges have been greatly extended, so
ought their views also; to conduct & carry on the affairs of Bengal
to advantage®not only requires Servants ®of abilities, but many of
them. Mr. Watts has not I think had that justice dome to his merit
which his §ervices at Misxadavad and since have deserved, therefore
I cannot bilame him for resigning. It was with mmch difficulty I
prevailed upon Mess® Manningham & Frankland to give me their
assistance another year, the latter I believg may be prevail’d upon
to stay gtill longer. M Holwell has talents, but I fear wants a heart,
therefore unfit to preside where integrity as well as capacity are
equally essential® Those who are more immediately to supply the
vacant Seats of this Board I dare not recommend to You, (Mr. Sumner
exceptedf and 1 think it a duty I owe to my Employers to call to Your
remembrance Messrs. VanSittart & Dupre, two Gentlemen whose
Abilities & Integrity would do credit fo any employ; the merit of
the former shines with so peculiar & bright % lustre ®s must make
his services coveted by every well wigher to the Company, and they
cannot sine in my opinion to greater advantage than at the Council
Board -of Calcutta. The Reverend Mr. Palk without regard®to his
Clotl} was deemed worthy of a Seat in the Committee at Madrass,
M. Fullerton is net less so, agd n{ay be of equal utility in Bengal.
There is not a Gentleman on this side of the Cape so well qualified to be
Your Major as Cap' Caillaud; it is hard to say whether his Abilities
or zeal for iour.Servi‘:e be greater. I know no one so equal to the
task of carrying on a part or the whole of my designs under the direc-
tion of a Presillent of Council as that Gentleman. If any accident
should happen to ‘him, or he should chuse toestay on the Coast, let
me recommend as a.ﬁt person to succeed h¥n Capt. Carnac; I have
had’an opportunity of studying him, and can assure You he is Master
of an excellent Heart & of Talents in the military way sufficient to
do honour to his Employers. I believe this Gentleman will be
recommensdled to You by®Col. Lawrence & other hands which will
serve to illustrate my account of him.,

I can declare to You, Sir, with great truth and sincerity, I have
no other attachment to particular Persons, than what their capacity
of serving the Company entitles them to. As I am independent in
my circumstances, so am I in,my® affections where the Good of the
Service calls upon me to be so: and I should never have given Mr.

Sullivan the trouble of reading this letter, if I was not convinced
*
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he would look upon every syllable of it as proceeding from the dictates
of a Heart full of zeal & Gratitude for the Company.

That your Endeavours may be crowned with all imaginable success
is the true wish of

®ir L
d e Your most obedient o
CALCUTTA humble Servant
) © e : R. C.
30th Dec 1758. R .

Clive told his colleaéues that placing the fortifications in -
a sound state of defgnce and obtaining suffigient recrtiits
were two opjects he had always much at heart. *“Now that
he was confirmed in the government of Bengal he urged on
the Court with reneWed vigour the necessity of sending a
sufficient force, “in order to fix the great revolution that
has been brought about in their favour.” He' wrofe them a
grave warning, the neglect of which put an en.d a century later
to their own rule and endangered the existence of British rule
in India: * Though matters are perfectly. quiet af® present,
’tis hard to say how long, the calm will last; and guch is the
nature of thjs counfry and government, that the only certain
expedient of securtng their friendship is, -by keeping up such
a force as will render it unsafe for them to break with us.”
The Court, owing to the war in Germany and the op€rations
in America, found it difficudt to obtain gny recruits. In
order to increase the efficiency and organisation of his small
European force, Clive formed a number of efficiept men who
had volunteered from His Majesty’s 89th *Regiment, and
also from the British detachments sent from Madras and
Bombay, into a Ben-g%l European battalion,! a regiment whose
active courage in services of the greatest danger materjally
helped to extend the bounds of our Indian Empire and to
preserve it in the hour of extreme perll .

Clive also reorganis® and formed into two tompanies
‘the artillery, and so laid the foundation of a force which
was materially instrumental in obtaining some of the most
decisive victories recorded in the annals of our Indian Empire.
He also raised a fourth battalion of sepoys. THe amalgamation

1 Now the 1st Battalion of the Royal Munster Fusiliers.
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of the different detachments of the European troops raised
the knotty question of seniority. To Clive belongs the credit
of first seeing that distinct armies in the three Presidencies,
Madgas, Bombay, and Bengal under Separate conkrol, was
detrimental to efficiency. He ordered that the distinction
of Presidencies should cease and that the officers should take
rank according to the date of their comgnissions. The establish-
meft of a battalion of Native Infantry was then one captain
who commarsled, one lieutenant, ands-one ensign who acted
as field officer. The lieutenant and ensign had €wo rupees,
or four shillings, per ¥ay *for disciplining their men,” in
which they were assisted by a European sergean‘t major and
a few European sergeants. There was g Native commandant,
who toele post in front jwith the captain, and a Native
adjutant, who rgmained in the rear with the subalterns.

“ Eacly company had a subadar, three jemadars, five hawuldars,
(one of which was a colour man,) four naicks, two tom-toms, one
trumpeter, and seventy Sepoys. Each company had a stand of
colours attached to it, of the same colour as the. facings of the men ;
in the center of which was the subadar’s devilg or badge, such as a

sabre, a dagger, a creScent, &c. and the Grenadiers, by way, of dis-
tlnctlon had the British Union jn the upper corner.” *

S(rme of the captains remonstrated against the incorpora-
tion of the troofs, as it led to their supersession, and they
resigned the service. They complained to the Council, and
Clive in the followipg letter expressed his opinion regarding
their grievance :

“ A Complaint having been laid before Yog by the Captains who'
have lately resigned Your Service, of their #aving been superceded,
the eyhich they alledye is the pretext for their having taken such a
step, I think it incumbent upon me, tho’ I am persuaded You are
fully convinced of the injustice of the Complaint, to take some notice
thereof, foy the informatien of $he Gegptlemen at home, who may
not so thoroughly understand the aﬁalr

The remonstrating Captains have, Sither wilfully, or ignorantly,
greatly misrepresented the nature of supercedmg An Officer cannot
be said to be superceded, unless one of inferior rank to himself in
the same Corps e put over hlS head. Now I can safely aver, that

14 An Historical Account of the Rise and Progress of the Bengal Native
Army,” by the late Captain Williams. . o
[ ]
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I never during the whole of my command have done §0 by any Officer,
except in the case of Cap! Lieu® Wagner, to whom I refused giving a
vacant Company, as I did not think him deserving thereof.

The incorporation of the Troops having been determined on as a
Necessaryemeasure, the several Officers of the three different Estab-
lishments being now united were of course to take rank according
to the dates of their respective Commissions, in the same manner as
the Officers of different Corps in Ris Majesty’s Service when they
happen to meet. Now as €ap’ Gouin had been ordered here by the
Presidency of Bombay to take the Command of their Detachifient,
without their knowing that such mcorporatlon was to take phace,
it is evident they could have no design of injuring the Officers of this
Establishmen®t, as has been injudiciously represented ; and therefore
to have sent him back, after having been®o formally ardered here,
would have been the highest indignity to the Council of Bombay, as
well as to the Gentleman himself : and as he remained here, he had
an undoubted right to®maintain that rank, which the seniority of
his Commission gave him. ~

Cap® Scotney and Flaction have hkew1se stated their case very
unfairly. The Gentlemen, whom they alledge fo have been put
over them, were Officers from His Majesty’s Reglment,.whom, at
Col° Forde’s particular recommendation, You were pleased to appoint
Captains upon Your Establishment, previous to the_ incorporation. -
Capts Scotneg and Rlaction belonged to the Madrass Corps, and
therefore had no right to complain, as they were no ways injured by
such appointment. o

TRe truth of the matter is, the mpst of th8 Gentlemens®who have
been so violent in their remonstrance, were grown s;lfﬁcwﬁtly rich
in Your Service, to be desirous 0§ any pretence for quitting it.* They
will prove however no great loss, as Ro services c#n be expected from
Men who have so little spirit and gratitude as to resign their com-
missions at this critical time, and that upon such friyolous and ill
grounded pretences. * .

I flatter myself it will now be obvious to every unprejudiced
*person, that I have been unjustly charged by th,ese Gentlemen with
having superceded therro the doing of which I will readily agree ought
to be practiced as seldom as possible. Yet sugh is the nature qf the
Service in this Country, that the very preservation of Your Settle-
ment may at times depend on taking such a step; and as, by the
want of Field Officers, Your Capiains age often ehtrusted w1th the
conducting of Exped1t10ns°of the utmost importance, i such case,
if You be desirous of ensuritg success, You must have regard to the
Man only, and not his Rank.”

Clive’s warning to the Dux:ctms tbat no man can tell how
long a calm will last in India Was,soon Justlﬁed by events.
Early in 1759 a storm burst from the north. The Mogul
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Emperor Alamgir IT. and his family were at this time virtual
prisoners in thHe hands of the Vizier Ghazi-ud-din. His son,
Ali Gohar, the Crown Prince or Shahzada, was a fugitive from
Delhi, wandering about®India in search of support, and after
being some months under the protection of %the chi¢f of the
Rohillas, he advanced with a ban® of adventurers towards
the frontier of Bengal. He ‘had been informed of the dis-
tragted state of the province, and that it was prepared to
weleome a deliverer. Meer Jaffier had by his indolence,
debauchery, and sordid avarice alienated all hjs subjects.
* They now rememberesl Seradj-ed-doulah,” says the Moham-
medan historian, ““and remembered him witlr ,shame and
regret : their enmity to him changed into pity and commisera-
tion ;ngud they were daily regretting hinf, and speaking to his
advantage: and this was®the general sense of the public,
whether amongst the knowing ones, or amongst the simple,
whether 4n public or in private.” ! The Seths, the Court
bankers, played an important part in placing Meer Jaffier
on the throne : they realised it was little use elppeahng to

the English to deprive him of it, and theyesent an invitation e

to the Shahzada to.occupy | the musnud. The Mogul Crown
Prince also received many préssing invitations from Mohathmed
Kuli, Vlceroy of Allahabad, and.ShuJa Dowla,? the Newab of -
Oudh. The Vlceroy of Alldhabad being a neighbour, knew
that Meer Jaffier’s kingdom was on the edge of a civil war,
‘“and as he was wholly dissatisfied with the confined limits
of his principality, and the smallness of his income, he con-
ceived the design’ of bettering his fortunesby the conquest of’
eithgr Azimabad o Bengal.” ® The Nawab of Oudh had
one great end before him. The Viceroy of Allahabad was his
cousin, and had disputed his succession. He ° wished this
long time# says the ndtive Historiah, ‘“to see his kinsman
out of Ilah-abad, encouraged him ®n his scheme, promised
his assistance, and offered to follow his steps, as soon as he
should have made an impressiori om the enemies’ country.” ¢
1 Seir Mutaqheri.n, p.41. 2 S,hujg ’u—d-d;\bu.}iah (see Vol. I, p. 31, note).
¢ Ibid.

3 Seir, Mutagherin, p. 42.
L]
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On January 81 Warren Hastings wrote to Clive informing

" him that one of the Seths had “ carried a Letter to the Nabob »

the previous night, * which had just arriv’d from Benares, &

mentiongd that the King’s! Son had®*reach’d’ that City with
his Army In‘the same letter he stated: .

“ 1 doubt nof you have already hear’d of the Seats intended
Pilgrimage to Parsnaut. olhey will set out about the middle or
latter End of the next Month Their whole Family & Effecls go
with them, only Kewadass will remain to take charge of their Hquse
What their real Design Is, is variously conjectured.® The approach
of the Shahzada just at the time of their Departure, the extraordinary
preparations made for their Journey & their carrying their whole
Family & Fortune with them, have greatly the appearance of some
Motive much deeper than a meer Pilgrimage, & the more so, as I
believe the two. Brothgrs were never known before to leave their
House both at the same time.” . —

The next day he informs Clive that a guawl of 2,000 sepoys
with four heavy Afghan pieces called jazails was gppointed
to attend the Seths. At the close of the letter he reminds
Clive of a ﬁne dlStlnctl.Oﬁ 1n Oriental ethuette :

“1 forgot to menhon that I ordered the Vackeel to speak to Golam
Hossein Cawm about the lar8e Seal with which the Nabob always
seale@ his Letters to you. He said 4t was owing to your "mtmg to
him once or twice in the same Manner, but that he would represent
the Impropriety of it to the Nabeb, §L that it shogld be otherwise for
the future. Since that time the%Nabob’s Letters to you have had

_his small Seal affixed to them. You well know of what Importance
these Ceremonials are held, & I hope will pardon my dwelling on so
seemingly trifling a Particular.”

On February 7 JHastings in his letter me'ntioned that he
had seen the young Nawab, who “ desired me very earnestly
to write you concerning the State of Affairs here, & to repre-
sent to you the Necessity of taking the Field, immediately, as
Delays at this Time might be*of the utmost ill Cqnsequence,
the King’s Son being already so near Patna.”

It was a critical moment. * The siege of Madrass was
‘actually begun, and we had sent them part of the forces that
came out on this year’s shifping; so that our whole force

T
1 The Mogul Emperor was then most frequently -mentioned as the King,
* .
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was but 800 infantry, 100 train, and 2500 seapoys; most
of whom had never seen an action.” 1 Clive acted with his

usual promptness and vigour. He wrote to Hastings on
February 10: ° o

o I now write to the Nabob myself ; however, would have you
immediately upon the receipt hereof toewait upon him, and assure
him, in my Name, of my Constaht fidelity and attachment, and that
he may depend upon the English Nation supporting him to the Utmost ;
thaj*while so happy a Union subsists between us, we shall prove an
ovesmatch for.all our Enemijes.” -

In his Tetter to the Nawab Clive stated : .

“ I would not have yo.u think of coming to any tgrms with him,
but proceed to take the necessary measures to defend your city to
the last. On Monday, the last of this month, I shall take the field,
and will have every thing in readiness to match to your assistance if
neceh}.' Rest assured thatethe English are your stanch and firm

friends, and that {hey never desert a cause in which they have once
taken a part.”

Six days after, Clive dispatched a letter to Hastings inform-
ing him that he had written ‘ immediately to y° Nabob upon
hearing from You y* report y* He had afifhorize¥l y* Seat to
buy off the Shahzadah, and have represented to him in y°

strongest? terms y* Such a measure will inevitably brimg on
his rujn.” e

He wrote to The Nawab ?

“I have just heard a piece of intelligence which I can scarce
give credit to; it is, {hat your Excellency is going to offer a sum
of money to the King’s son. If you do this, you will have Sujah-u-
Dowlah, the Mahrattfas, and many more, come from all parts to thes
confines of your colnfry, who will bully yoyeut of money, till you
have none left in your treasury. If your EXcellency should pursue
this method, it will b¥ furnishing the King’s son with the means to
raise forces, which, indeed, may endanger the loss of your country.
What will be sald,.lf the great Jaffier Ali Khan, Subah of this province,
who commgands an army of sixty thousaied men, should offer money
to a boy who has scarce a soldier with him ? " I beg your Excellency
will rely on the fidelity of the English and of those troops which are
attached to you.”

Clive bad the difficult task not only of strengthening the
resolution of tie weak gnd’ vacillating Meer Jaffier, but he

1 Scrafton’s “ Reflections,” p. 119.
L)
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had also to secure the fidelity of Ram Narain, .whom Meer
Jaffier was still plotting to remove and plunder.” Ram Narain
felt acutely the-danger and isolation of his positibn, and he
sent urgent letters to the Nawab and Clive begglng for imme-
diate support. Clive at once assured him of his aid and pro-
tection. But the neaf aPproach of the invading force kept
alive his fears. * On Fepruary 4, Amyatt the head of the.

factory at Patna, informed Clive: * Ram Narain thinks, he
is no match for the Shazada.” Clive wrote at gnce to Ram
Narain: o . *

“ It was on account of your strictness %or justice, yqur courage,
and your fidekify, that I got the Nabob to confirm you in the Subah-
ship of Patna. It surprises me much to hear that you suffer yourself
to be under such apprelsensions of the King’s son, who has not more
than two thousand men. I would haye you march out of #H€ city
with your forces, and encamp at a distance. Mr. Amyatt will accom-
pany you. I have this day pitched my tent, and®(with the blessing
of God), if it be necessary, I will come to your assmtapce

On February 25 Clige, in accordance with the urgent
requests of &he NaWab and his son, set forth with his small
force to meet the ‘vast host which had gathered around the
standard of the Shahzada. o o

“ They consist,” Clive wrote to the Secret Committee gt-home,
“ of about 450 Europeans, and 2500,Seapoys; aad with these, few
as they are, I trust We shall give a good account of the Shah Zadah,
tho’ his army is said to be 30000 strong, provided the Nabob’s people
keep firm to him: and should even the con.trary hapfpen, and the
Subah’s Troops desert him, We shall still be able to make our party
&ood, and to maintain our own.” 1 4

o . *

On the eve of hifdeparture from Calcutta Clive received
‘from the Shahzada an epistle, which presénts a strange nix-
ture of arrogance and flattery. Clive is entitled * The most
High and Mighty, Proteetor of the Great,” but he i ig told to
‘“pay a due obedience to th¥s my firman, and make it your business
to pay your respects to me like a faithful servant, 'which will be great
and happy for you. It is proper you should be earnest in doing this,

when, by the blessing of God; yqQu stand high in my favour. Know
this must be done.” .

1To the Honourable Secref Committee, 12 March, 1759,
L ]
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Clive senf to the prince the following brief and dignified
reply : ¢

“ 1 have had the honour to receive your Highness’s firman. It
gives me great concern t find that this country must become a
scenaof troubles. Ibegleave to inform you that I}jave beew favoured
with a sunnud from the Emperor, appointing me a Munsubdar of the
rank of six thousand foot and five thoustind® horse, which constitutes
me a servant of his; and as I Bave not received any orders, either
from the Emperor or Vizier, acquainting®me of your coming down
heray I cannot pay that due regard to your Highness’s orders which
I weuld otherwise wish to do. I must fugther beg leave to inform
you, that Team under the strictest engagements with the present
Subadar of these provinceg to assist him at all times ; ®:nd it is not
the custom @f the English nation to be guilty of insin.cerity.”

Clive forwarded the correspondence to Meer Jaffier, and
also nformed him that some of the SRahzada’s agents had
been with him : )

“ They made m&,” he observes, ““ offers of provinces upon provinces,
with whatgver my heart could desire ; but could he give, as well as
offer me, the whole empire of Hindustan, it would have no weight
with the English. I am well assured, foo, that he wrote to every
man of consequence in these parts ; which conyinces me that he has -
designs against these provinces. It is the custam of the English to
treat the persons of ambassadors as sacsed, and 1 told the Shah Zada’s
agents as enuch ; but &t the sagie time warned them never to,come
near me wgain, for, if they did, I would take their heads for their
pains.’”* N o

‘ . '. .

The writer continued his advance towards Murshidabad,
and reached, Cossimbazar on the night of March 8. Hastings
writes to Clive :*“ I Rave ordered my House to be made ready
for your Reception, & request your Acceptance of it during,
your Stay at Cossimbuzar.”! During y# short halt at the
capital Clive spoke freely and severely to the Nawab regarding
his weak and cruel conduct, which had quite alienated the
affectiong of all his subjects.? .I—Ie, however, assured him that
he and all®his army wogTd fight for Hm to the last man, and
he * complied with the Nabob’s solicitation to ride on the same
elephant with him.” Clive had perfect confidence in himself
and his small but well-disciplingd *band. * Indeed, the only

L]
1 Letter from Warren Has;t,ing?, Cossimbuzar, 8th March, at 9 p.m.
2 Serafton, p. 113. .
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danger in my opinion to be apprehended,” he wrote to the
Court of Directors on March 12, ¢

“is from the disaffection among the Nabob’s principal Officers,
occasioned by his treachery towards, and ilPusage of them ; however,
in the sev®ral conferences I have had with him since my arrival here,
I have so strongly painted to him the danger of such like behaviour,
as cannot fail inducing him to a change of conduct for the future:
and the confidence which I know the Jematdars have in the English,
will, I hope, retain them in their allegiance to their Sovereign.”-.

He added: . ‘ ° °

[ ]

“ We shall leave this to morrow, and, I propose marching with
the utmost expedition to the relief of Patna, which is in great danger
of being lost, % well as the whole Province of Bahar, the Shahzadah
being actually arrived at the Caramnassa, the river which parts the
countries of Oud & B#har. It is yet uncertain whether MrLaw
with his few fugitives will join him og not.” -

On the morrow Clive with his force advanced towards
Patna and was joined on the road by a considerable portion of
the Nawab’s army under the command of Meeran. To reach
Patna beforg the Shahzada arrived there was his first object.
As he pushed forward by rapid marches, messages from Patna
reached him. On March 15 Amyatt, the chief of the factory
at Patna, wrote to him: “ As a result of Ramnarain®s shilly-
shallying the city has been lest : he Has aggeed to capitulate
despite my arguments. I have come away.”. Not hearing
of Clive’s advance, Amyatt and other members of, the factory
embarked on a number’ of boats which® he had ready with
Jthe intention of floating some distance downethe river. On
March 18 he dispstehied the following message to Clive:
“ Ramnarain has surrendered and gone oudt to meet the king’s
son who is to enter the city.” ' On the receipt of this moment-
ous message Clive wrote to Charles Manningham, gvho was
taking the chair at the®Council in Ris absence: * We have
nothing more to expect from Ramnarain, and it is now past
" a doubt that He is gone over to the King’s Son.” 2 Evil
tidings never diminisbed the spirit and the confidence of Clive.

[
! Amyatt to Clive, Rouanulla, Maréh 1§th.
% Clive to Charles Manningham, Camp at Pialapour, 24th March, 1759. .

+ -
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The safety of Bengal depended on the defeat of the confeder-
ates, and with or without the aid of Ram Narain he would
deal them a decisive blow. His career is a record of expe-
ditigns begun agamst vdds, maintained vigorously, and with
success in the end. He concluded his lettef as follows: I
shall make a long march to morrot ih order to get beyond
Collgong, and as our boats came up yith us yesterday, I have
nothing to delay me from proceeding as fast as possible to the
Ertemy.” Hjs letter to Ram Narain jis characteristic of the
L ]

man : °

‘“ I have neither eyes‘to see, nor ears to hear, the letter I have
now received from Mr. Amyatt; nor could aught but.the great con-
fidence I have in him induce me to give credit to its contents. Have
youo sense of the obligations you are und®r to me for all the care
and pams I have taken for ypu ? If you had not courage equal to
the occasion, yet what could have induced- you to act so 1mprudent
a part? What power has the Shah Zada to resist the united forces
of the Nabob gnd the English ? Think, then, what will be your fate.
For God’s sake reflect on the duty you owe to your master, to my
friendship, and to your own safety. ¢Turn from this bad design,
and act in such a manner that your masterymay bggsatisfied with
you, and the world acknowledge you worthy of the friendship I
have shown you. Should you, frem want of courage, forsake
your cit¥, be assured it will not remain ten days in the Shah
Zada’g powen.”

Ram Narain.had taken Clive’s advice and encamped out-
side his city. But when the Shahzada, with an army of 40,000
men, approached within ten miles of the city, he retired within
its walls and «at once began to strengthen the fortifications,
No sooner had Ke begun the work whegetwo envoys arrived,
senf by the Govgrnor of Allahabad. No news of Clive’s
advance had reached him. The English had deserted their
factory ;,and the Mogul army was at his gate. Law, with his
party of Frenchmen, was expected,®and Ram Narain deter-
mined to come to terms with the Enemy.

“ It was soon agreed, that he would wait upon them, and submit
to their dominion, under condition, th'at his life, fortune and govern-
ment would be *held sacred ahd inviolable. But before he should
perform his part of the agreement, he requested a paper written and
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- sealed by Mahmed-colighan, as well as signed by the prmc1pal officers
of his army, as guarantees to the treaty 7?1 .

The ambassadors returned and brought back a treaty
duly drafted and sealed by the Governor of Allahabad and
signed by the @hief commanders. Ram Narain now d&ter- -
mined to pay a visit o Mohammed Kuli. The Shahzada, on
hearing of the wisit, pgepared_é tent of as much magnificence
as his circumstances could afford; and he placed a throne
at the upper end of it, where he took his seat, having on both
sides of him,.two rows of his generals and grandees standing,
and all rlclgdy apparelled. Ramnarag was ushered by the
envoys into the presence,” and “ having been madé to bow in
a manner Whlch he had never seen in his life, he advanced -
with limbs trembling® and lips dried up by fear, near;’tg the
throne.” A nobleman of the Court laid hold of his hand,
“ which was full of Eshruffies,? and made theShah-zada accept
his nuzer and his homage.” The Governor of Allahgbad then
spoke about his zeal and submission, and supplicated that he
might be ir},vested Mith ‘a ghylaat or killaut.® “ The prince

« complied with the eequest ; and the vezir having carried Ram-
narain into an adjoining tént, put the dress of hongur upon
him, and adorned his head witR a circlet, and an algrette,
remarkable by Pheenix’s feaghers; such as is worn By the
Imperial princes.” ¢ Two nobléen who Rad accompanied
him were also invested at the same time.

* 13

‘“ Being all dressed in that manner they all returnad to the presence :
but the Radja, who had always acted as a master, and who had never
*been subject to any constraint, was confoundeg at the respectful
posture he was obhg& to take, and at the repeated bows he was
directed to make at every Word spoke to hig ;" he was overcome
with heat and fatigue, and quite astonished at what he beheld. How-
ever, as soon as he returned to himself, and found time to breathe
freely, and to recover from his fatigue and surptise, he sdoubtless
reflected in his mind on that air of wretchedness and fnisery that
pierced through all the flim8y gaudiness which was intended to dis-

~ 1 The Seir Mutaqgherin, pp. 58-59.

2 Eshruffies : Ashraﬁ —-Arab noble applied to various gold coins; in Indiato
gold mohurs.

3 Killuf, killauf, khylut, khal’ al—tﬁe lgst mode of tragsliteration—a robe
of honour.

¢ Pheenix feathers—this is the name given in Hlndu to the birds of Paradise.
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guise the prince’s condition, and that of his famished courtiers. The
misery of what whs stiled the Imperial army, struck his senses forcibly ;
and he repented heartily of his coming. It is true, he did not utter
a word of all that; but I comprehended very well his sense of it,
frong his humbled looks, fhe colour of his complexion, anq from the
whole cast of his-features; he wished himself gote, and out of the
clutches of those famished vultures.” o

Ram Narain escaped by a bold S’Qatagem.. He knew that
they intended to keep him as a prisoner, and on the evening
of the investiture he sent a message ta Mohammed Kuli that
“he was .going to town to refresh himself.” ¢lhe general
answered :o “ You may®; I wish you a good journey.” The
next morning, when Ram Narain came out of +his tent, he
found an officer on an elephant who offeged to take him to the
city™<Ram Narain consented; but after having gone a few
hundred paces op the elephant, “ excused himself on his being,
as a Gentoo, forbidden drinking water in the same place with
a Mussuflnan® and calling for another elephant of his own,
he got on his back, and drank water ;,and then pushed forwards
with all the speed which fear and anxievy could give him.”
As soon as he got within the city Ram Rarain ordered the
gates tosbe shut and the gagrison to man the ramparts., The
Hindy, govemnor was a too skilful diplomatist for the Moham-
medan ruler to gliscover hig re#l mind. He considered that
the Hindu Rajah would never prove refractory. ‘ Impressed
with this notion, he was every day sending some new order
to his new suBject,’with which the other complied in some
shape or othet.” Ram Narain was willing to undergo any
humiliation in order to obtain time for @ relief to reach him,
Thee Mohammedany New Year’s Day approached, and men
began to wonder if the Rajah would come out of the city to
do homagf: and present the cgstomasy offerings on that day.

““ At last the new year’s day came, end then Ram-narain sent to
both the prince and general the number of eshruffies usual on that
day, together with a vast quantity of eggs, plain, red and painted ;
as well as a number of trays full of several kinds of sweetmeats and
confectionary, made lozenge ways,‘and covered with gold and silver
leaf ; but he did not move from his lodgings: he excused himself
at the same time on his being entirely taken up with executing the
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orders sent him ; and he likewise wrote Ietters of excuse to the principal
grandees.”’ 1

The festival of the Now Roy or New Year’s Day was cele-
brated in, the camp with considerable*pomp, and the prjnce
and Mohammed®Kuli “spent much time in celebrating the
new year’s day, and in’enfoying to satiety every kind of pleas-
ure, which fine women cogld afford by their voices and dances.” 2
They came at last, adds the writer, “ to remember of politicRs.”
They resolved that the army should move to the other s‘lde_ .
of the city, ¢ in that part which looks Eastwards tb Bengal.”
The high road ran through the main sfreet of the ¢ity. Ram
Narain sent word to the camp that the passage of the Imperial
army, ‘‘ consisting mostly of Moguls,” through the streets
might lead to riots and bloodshed The confederates o his
urgent request followed another® route From their new
encampment Mohammed Kuli continued to Send messengers
_to the city, who treated the Hindu governor *witlt studied
insolence. Ram Narain { kept the mask on until his time
was arrived.”, The moment soon came. Clive’s letter, written
in decided terms, ®reached Jbim. Impressed by it and now
certain of speedy relief, he drove Mohammed Kuli’s messengers
out of the city, demanding ° ‘ What he meant by endlessly
sending his disorderly servants with haughty, messages, “about
the accounts of Azimabad, and’ the expenditure of the public
money 2”7  “1I owed you,” added he, ““ as to my,superior, a
visit and a present, and that ceremony I*have gone through ;
but that is all : for I acknowledge no master, but the Nazem
of Bengal ; and if yR3 are dlspleased with this message, take
your party by all means.” Mohammeds Kuli, enraged at
the message, immediately ordered the city to be stormed.
Several attacks having been made and repulsed, th¢ enemy
pushed forward galleries ifi order to mine the walls. Mohammed
Kuli himself conducted the operatlons against a strong tower
called the Mehdeegunge. And on April 8 he ordered the
pioneers to fire the mine thgy had constructed. Five men
ventured to execute his orders. ¢‘But the wall from above,

1 Seir Mutagherin, p,- 64. ¢ Ibid.
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having given way, smothered three or four of them ; and the
fifth only escaped.” The enemy immediately advanced to the _
assault. .

‘s The besieged, without being dismayed, were throwing on the
assaulters such quantities of powder-bags and other fires and the
neighbouring tower sent such a shower gf byllets amongst them, that
numbers that had got on the third part of the height of the breach,
as well as some that had been higher, wgre scorched by the powder
on Jire, or wounded by the bullets, and they rolled down in heaps.
Great numbers besides, were slain or wounded at the foot of the
breach.” 1t , ® .

At night the stornfing party returned to their trenches.
The next day another assault was made with such deter-
mination that the besieged were on the point of abandoning
the swalls when they observed that the besiegers were
retiring of their own accord.”

The next day the siege was raised. News of the greatest
gravity Bad »eached Mohammed Kuli. The English advance
guard, which had marched 400 miles in twenty-three days,
was within ten miles of the city. The N.awa.b of Oudh, who
had been the chief .instigator of the invaston, had taken ad-
vantages of his absence and treaherously seized his capital,
Allahabad. ,Mobammed Kuli determined to hasten back to
recover his doxgm10n§ The Shahzada pressed him not to
abandon the siege, but, ﬁndmg all his arguments were in vain,
he also detgrmined to retire with his force. On the first march
the confederates weére met by Law with his small band of
Frenchmen who had hastened to take part in the siege. Law
urged that they Should return, and enggged to capture Patna
in gn hour. Mohaynmed Kuli, bent on regaining his capital,
continued his march. On the road he was attacked by a force
of the Nawab ef Oudh, defeated, captured, and put to death.

On Ajpril 8 Clive, actompanied by Meeran, made his entry
into Patna. Two days after he ®wrote to his Honourable
Masters::

“ We made a most extraordinary®* quick march, having been no
more fthan bhetween three and four weeks from Moorshadabad to

L)
1 Seir Mutagherin, p. 76.
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Patna ; but We had no time to lose, a difference of a 'very few days
must have lost Patna, which would have been followed with the loss
of the whole Province, and would have so encreased the Shahzadah’s
force, as to render the matter serious and tl:e issue goubtiul.”

He added: o o ¢

““ There is nothing now left to be done but to pursue the enemy
so closely that they may have no tim® to recover the panic with which
they are seized, and so oblige them to separate. I-shall therefore in
conjunction with the Chuta Nabob’s and Ramnarain’s forces pro&ed
as far as the Caramnassa, and hope to take such effectual measuses,
that the late invasion, 1nstead of being a detriment to.’che Subah,
may serve toefix him more firmly in his sgat than ever.’

Clive pursued the enemy so vigorously that he was able on
April 27 to write to Forde from a camp near the Karamnasa,
the streamlet which®divides Bengal from Hindustan : %We
“have now dispersed all his followers, and he is himself in great
distress wandering about with a handfull of nfen, not knowing
whom to trust to. We are on our march to the Caramnassa,
the boundary of Sujah Doulat’s dominions, in order to punish
such of the RaJahs as were concerned in the late troubles.”

. The poor Shahzads had sent a letter, a sad tale of calamity,
imploring the protection of*Clive. Though .born to g crown,
¢ the’persecution of the Vizier,” Be said, ‘‘ had left him not a
spot to rest on.” Clive consujted Ram*Narain, who held that
it would be a source of constant Intrigue and danger to have
a prince of the Imperial blood in any of the three Provinces.
“I have therefore answered him,” Clives wrote on April 24,

“ that my connections with the Nabob were qf so solemn a
hature, as would notegllow of my affording hirn any protection ;
and‘on that account advised him to keep out of the way, as
I was now on the point of marching to the Caramnassa.” The
Shahzada, however, continued to send miserakle appgals, but
a sanctuary could not be gramfted htm. On Aprib 80 Clive
serit him the following firml answer :

““ I have received repeated orders from the Vizier, and even from
the King, not only to oppose your Highness, but even to lay hold of
your person. I am sorry to acq®aint your Highnegs with these dis-

agreeable things, but I cannot help it. ¢ ‘Were I to assist your Highness

in any respect, it would be attended with the ruin of this country.
L
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It is better that one should suffer, however great, than that so many
thousands shoulfl be rendered unhappy. I have only to recommend
your Highness to the Almighty’s protection. I wish to God it were
in my power to agsist you, but it is not. I am now on my march to
the ;Caramnassa, and eatnestly recommend it to you to, withdraw
before I arrive there.”

After having reduced tos submission the HRajput and hill
chiefs, who had supported the Shalzada, Clive returned to
Pa‘tna In July, after establishing order in the city, he left
a ‘strong gamrison to protect it frome® another invasion, and
made his way back to Murshidabad, and as he pa!ssed through
the streets he was gazed at with awful respect ” by the in-
habitants. His daring and confidence had een crowned
with complete success. The expeditiom had established him
in the confidence of the Hindu Rajahs; it had advanced his
influence among, the Zemindars and in the minds of the popu-
lace. To Clive’s marvellous success there seemed to belong
a supernatural prestige. But the fame of Clive had extended
beyond the bounds of Bengal. At the Imperial Court at
Delbi his military achievements, even ']gefore $lassey, bad
created a profound’impression. ©On hearing of the success of
the exptdition to Patna, the Vizier wrote “to the high and

mighty the powerfu] protector, the * mighty Colonel,”
as follows : . .

““ The faithful services, which you have performed, and the pains
which you have takeg in the late affairs, have given me great joy;
nor can I sufficfently express your praises for what you have done.
Continue to behave with the same fidelity ; selze the rebel and send
him to court. By the will of God, this seryjce performed, the King
will show you the greatest favour, and your hohours shall be encreased.”

I-Ie added :

“ Inethe same manner, as your factories are settled at Calcutta,
Azimabad® and Moorshedabad, send arfd establish a factory at the
royal city.”

Meer Jaffier rejoiced greatly at the result of the campaign.
Clive had saved his life {fromgbéing taken by his mutinous
troops, and had preserved Ris throne from the advancing wave
of inv.asion. But a dark fear clouded his joy. Clive had
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placed the Nawab on the throne, but Meer Jaffier soon became
jealous of his necessary interference in the affairs of the king-
- dom. He and his Mobammedan courtiers deeply resented
the guarzgntee of safety given to the Mindu otficials, and was
specially wroth %t the protection given to Rai Dulab and
the guarantee to Ram Narain. Meer Jaffier knew that he
was entirely dependent pon Clive, but that did not diminish
the mortification of a Sovereign. ‘“ Do you get tired of lyjng
~on one side ?” asked a great Indian chief in Iecent years.
“Yes.” “Sp do we.” The Nawab of Bengal was%ery tired
of lying on one side. The capture of Chandernagore had upset
the balance of power among the European nations in Bengal.
In order to restore it Meer Jaffier began in November, 1758,
regardless of his treaty, caring only to mortify the Enghsh,
and to escape payment of his debts, %o intrigue with the Dutch.
It was arranged that a force sufficient to humiliate the English
should be brought to Bengal by a powerful fleet. @A great
invasion followed by a great defeat, which had been Clive’s
exclusive wqgrk, had, however, altered the situation. Meer
Jaffier was now in £he utmost dread that Clive would discover
. his perfidy ‘and bestow on another the crewn of Bengal. He °
therefore made haste to mention o Hastings a mattes whlch
he had long neglected. It is,eas James Mill says, a matter of
considerable weight in the hlstory of India.

When the Mogul Emperor confirmed Clive’s, action in
placing Meer Jaffier on the throne by sénding a sunnud or
gommission appointing him Nawab of Bengal, Behar and
Orissa, he also sent & patent bestowing on Clive the masnab
or rank of a commander of 6,000 horse. The literal meaping
of the word masnab is * the place where anything is put or
erected,” and it then came to mean the rank held by g person
according to the number®of men he cSmmanded. 'Bhe lowest
masnab was held by a conlmander of 20 men and the highest
by a commander of 7,000 men. Masnabs were also subdivided
into three classes, except in the case of the commanders of
6,000 and 7,000 men. There was asdifference of Salary attached
to each rank, and there was also a difference of pay between
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the three classes. The commander of 20 men of the first-
class received.l,OOO Rs. a year, the commander of 6,000
received 300,000 Rs., and the commander of 7,000 the more
enogmous sum of 8507000 Rs. The favourlte modg of pay-
ing these large sums was by an assignmént of the land
revenue of a certain number of villages or of a subdivision.
The assignment, except in the case of great noblemen around
the® Court, was made on the most distant and most power-
fully subdueq provinces.! A jaghirdar ywas the person to whom
the assigntnent was made, and the revenue assigged from the
land was galled a jagh®re from the Persian ¢ ja or jar, a place
or position, and gir, taking or occupying.”? The bestowal of
a masnab or command of a certain nymber of horse, even
when an emolument was attached to it either in cash or revenue,
did not necessarlly imply’ the performance of some public
service as the levy and maintenance of troops. But it did
imply thet the jaghirdar was a subject or servant of the State.
The Mogul Emperor or his vizier was no doubt anxious that
the victorious Clive, who had put a monarch on {he throne of
Bengal, should by- accepting the masnad make a definite
acknowledgment that he was a servant of the Mogul Emperor.
The cardinal factor in Clive's policy was that the Com-
pany should hgqld their tgrrltery directly from the Mogul
Emperor and not through a viceroy of the Great Mogul.
By being appointed a commander of 6,000 horse, Clive be-
came not mertly & noble or omrah of the Empire, as it has
often been stated, but one of the great nobles or pillars of
the State. ) P

&Vhen the enveys from the Imperial Court brought, in
April, 1758, the patent conferring on Clive the masnab of
6,000 horse, Chive, in a letter, to Amyatt, objected to paying
the enormous fee demanded on the® ground that he had not
as yet received the customary jaghire attached to the office.
He, however, desired Amyatt to give the Imperial envoy the
NAIGT Or offermg paid to the Er;lperor by a noble on succeeding

1 The Army of the Indlan Moghuls,” by William Irvine, p. 15.

3 Glossary——Persian Correspondence.
L ]
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to that office. Nine months passed. Clive took no further
action in the matter for many months. On J anuary 81, 1759,

he, however, wrote to the Seths thus : N
o

“ I always undegstood, that when you had procured me the surmed
for a 6,000 munsub and 5,000 horse, with the title of Zubit al Mulk
Nazier ad Doula,? that the Nabob would have favoured me with a
jaguire, equal to the rank I received®by my sunnod ; but to this day
I have not heard a word fr®n him concerning it. As this is an agfalr
of my own, I have not chose to address the Nabob thereon new.
As there is a strong friepdship subsisting between you and mes I
beg leave to give you the trouble to apply to the Naboboconcernmg
this affair, an® that I may have a jaguire egual to my rank.”

A month passed and no reply was sent. On the eve of their
departure from Murshidabad on their supposed pilgrimage the

. Seths heard the unwélcome news that Clive, who swept. all

before him, was advancing to restst the invasion they had
instigated. If their treachery were discovered he would
exact a severe penalty. In order to lull suspicion end con-
ciliate him, they caught at the first opportunity to mention
the neglectedorequestb. Hastings, writing to Olive on February
16, mentioned thatr he had that morning, taken leave of the
Seths at their first encamPment, and that they bgth had
for sofne days past behaved with®unusual civility, to b.im
““ About Three Days ago I re®d a°v151t from Jpggutseat, who by
his discourse seemed as if he apprehended some Suspicions on our
part with Respect to the real Motive of his Journey. He said he
should not leave the Country at a time like this, but that he had so
long prepared for his intended Pilgrimage, & had put &way the greatest
art of his Effects before the News of the impending troubles first

arrived ; but that he sgluld certainly return in a month and an half,
unless there should be aYiecessity for his going on to Patna, for which

-this Journey would be very convenient, as Parsnaut lies partly in

the way thither. He said that he had wrote to the Court for an Order
for your Jagueer, and had met with success, but that he believed it
would be necessary to finish, this negociation at Patna, w‘l,liéh would
be one Motive likewise for his going there. I am mot sure that I
clearly understood him in this last particular, but this I believe was
the purport of what he said.”

This letter reached Clive on the 19th, and the next day
he received the following commumcatlon from®the Seths :

-1 Admlmstrator of the Kingdom and Overseer of the Emplre. K
L J
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“ Your two obliging letters, one answering ours which accom-
panied some apples to you; the other, that you understood when
we had procured you a munsub and titles, that the Nabob would have
favoured you Witp a jaguire, equal to the rank you received by your
sunnod, but that to the®writing of your letter, you had not heard
froth him concerning it ; that on account of the fsiendship®subsisting
between us, you desired we would apply to the Nabob and procure
it, we have with great pleasure rgceived, and are rejoiced to hear you
are in good health, for which we return od thanlks; Agreeable to
your orders, we addressed the Nabob to give you a jaguire; he has
lorfs determined not to grant jaguires in the subahship of Bengal ;
Orissa is poorsbut if it is agreeable to yousto have one in the subah-
ship of Bahhr, it will be immediately granted you ; of ;his I thought
proper to advise you. Rease to acquaint us with your resolution
on this afifir. We are going to a place of devotign with all our
family in a day or two, accompanied by some of the Nabob’s forces.
By the favour of God we hope to return in §ix weeks.”

The Seths were to a cowsiderable degree cynical in offering
Clive the quit-rent of an estate situated in a border province
over Whi.ch t}}e‘Nawab had least control, and was now on the
point of being invaded by a formidable army. Their answer
was, as Clive ten years later toldethe House of Commons,
“an evasive one.” He never wrote or thpught “more on the
subject until he received the follewing letter from the Seths
on Jung’ 4: . .

“ Sbme time ago we swere favoyred with an obliging letter from
you to this purpott, that you®had been honoured with a munsub,
of the rank of 6000, and the command of 5000 horse from the presence ;
and that we, who are your faithful servants, had procured you the
sunnod, but tha§ as yet no jaguir had been granted for the same,
and desiring that we would address the Nabob as we thought proper
on that affair, dnd procure the jaguire, which would give you satise
faction.—Agreeable to your orders we often #8minded him of it, and
he hjmself was contrjving about it; we have lately addressed him
again, and he informs us, that he has pitched on a place for your
jaguire in the subahship of Bengal ; and by the blessing, when you
return to this city, an accgunt thereof will be delivered to you.”

L ]

The nature of the estate, *“ whewe or what value it was to
be,” was, as Clive told the House of Commons, carefully con-
cealed. The Seths were anxious phat a suggestion they had
made to the Nawab should ndt be subject to criticism and
objection before it was®carried into effect. They had pro-



142 " The Life of Lord Clive

posed to him that the quit-rent paid by the Company to the
Nawab for the district around Calcutta shodld be paid to
Clive as the customary emolument of the high office to which
the Mogul Emperor had appointed bim® The Nawab promptly
adopted the sufigestion. He was so heavily in debt to
the Company that he *was certain that he would never
receive in cash'the renf, The Mogul Emperor had bestowed
a title of nobility on Clive, and by the Mogul constitution, an
estate to support the fitle had to be found in Bengal toebe
granted to Clive. It was a clever act of diplomacy for the
Nawab, after he had received full aecounts of the flight of
the Shahzadar and the complete success of Clive’s expedition,
to state that he felt urged by a'sense of gratitude to settle
the question of the jaghire. Hastings at the close of a letter
to Clive, dated April 24, says: °

“ He (fhe Nabob) ei(presses the most grateful s:ense of the services
which you have performed for him, and declared to me hiwresolution
to use every means in his power to procure an order from the Courl

for your jaghire, being ashamed that you should do so much for him
without the prospec’g ®f reaping any advantage to yourself by it.”

The Nawab had already authorised.the Seths gto state
that he would immediately grant & jaghire in Bengal, and there
was no mention of procuring an order ffom the Imperial Court. -

At the close of June, when Clive was approaching Mur-
shidabad on his return from Patna, the Nawab took advantage
of an interview with Mr. Sykes, who was acting as Resident
for Hastings, to dwell on the great service that Clive had
rendered him by tlty defeat of the Shahzada.

« He mentioned also,”” Sykes told the House of Commons, ¢ that
he owed his government to Colonel Clive before, and this was the
second time he was indebted to him for it ; that he.had been a means
“of having honours conferged. on Colone]a Clive, in creatlng him, an
Omrah of the empire, but that he had glven him nothing to support
those honours; he had frequently had it in his thoughts, but had
never entered upon it seriously till now; that he had had thoughts
of giving him a Jaghire in the Patna province, but found it would be
attended with inconvenience toethe officers of his, government, and
that Juggutseat had fallen upon a Tnethod of obv1at1ng those diffi-
culties, by giving him the quit rent arlslng from the lands ceded to
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the Company to the Southward of Calcutta ; that he thought it would
interfere the least with his government, and stood the clearest in
relation to the Company’s affairs.”

[
®ykes further informed the Committee of the Heuse that
the Nawab requested that he would inform him

““ when he heard of thé Colonel’.s comingy down the country, and in
theemean time he would prepare an instrument called the Jaghire ;
thdt he would give the Colonel the meeting, and desired the witness’s
atfendance atdhe time it was to be presemted ; that the witness did
attend him} in company with Jugutseat and other pergons, and met
the Colonel two miles to #he north of the city, when, aiter some con-
versation bétwixt the Nabob and Colonel Clive, the Ngbob retired, and
Juggutseat, in the presence of the witness, and he thinks of Mr. Scraf-
ton, presented him, from the Nabob, with Jhe Jaghire.”
Sykes, being further asKed whether he conceived the instru-
. L . .
ment delivered by “Juggutseat ’ to Lord Clive to be the Diwan’s
sunnud,*or an order from the Nabob to the Company to pay
the quit-rent, said: “ Whether it wag one or the other he could
not answer ; that be only saw it inclosedsin a silken bag, and
it was not opened-at the time it was plesented to Colonel
Clive, and he never saw it; opened.” Clive in his evidence
declared on,his honour, *“ when the Nabob presented him the
Jaghire he did not know what that Jaghire was, had not the
least idea of the amount of it, nor of its being the quit-rent
upon the Company’s lands ; and that he did believe the Nabob
gave him that*Jagllire in consequence of the services he had
rendered him, which have been stated by Mr. Sykes.” Clivg
being asked on whose application he #as made an Omrak,
said : ““ At Meer Jaffier’s; but he applied to Meer Jaffier to
make the application to the Mogul.” Immediately following
this stgtement* we ﬁnd. this most important passage in the
Report from the Select Committee : ©
[

““ Some days after this evidence was given, Lord Clive acquainted
the Committee, That upon recollectign he finds he was mistaken in
the answer he made to the above qumestion, and his answer to it now is,

‘ By Meer Jaffier’s to the Mogﬁl, and without any application on his
Lordship’s part.” ”’
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Soon after receiving the purwannah, or docurhent assign-
ing the quit-rent, Clive proceeded from Murshfdabad to Cal-
cutta.! On September 5 the purwannah, witk a translation by
Hastings, was sent by the Council at Colcutta: In December
the Court of Direttors was advised of the grant made to Clive
and a copy of the puramnmah sent to them. ‘‘ In consequence
of which,” the Bengal Q,overnmént wrote, ““ we have paid to
Colonel Clive what was before paid the Subah, and shall cgn-
tinue in future to account with him instead of the Govem-
ment.” The Court of Directors did not at the time*raise any
objection to the transaction. It created the singular position
of Clive beings the feudal superior of his own masters, but
this was preferable to the feudal superiority of the Nawab
over- the Company’s territory. The Nawab’s superiority ,had
already created considerable frictich. He had used it as an
instrument for obtaining large loans, and, %hat was more
important, he had exercised certain rights in the adminristration
of the territory which the feudal superiority gave him. The
policy of the Nawab was b}.f an alliance with the French and the
Dutch to force the British to renounce all their pecuniary and
_territorial claims. The policy of Clive was to free the Com-
pany Trom all pecuniary and terrftorial claims of the Nawab.
It is evident from the subsequeglt cofiduct of the Court of
Directors that some of them, in giving their sanction to the
transaction, were influenced by the idea that, when an oppor--
tune moment came, it would be easier amd ssmpler to cease
paying the rent to Clive or his successor than ta the Sovereign
of Bengal. 8 :

Lord Macaulay, who questioned the propriety, politigally
and economically, of Clive’s acceptance of the pecuniary reward
bestowed on him by Meer Jaffier after Plasseys considered his
acceptance of the jaghir® proper. HE writes: * This present
we think Clive justified in®accepting. It was a present which,
from its very nature, could be no secret. In fact, the Com-

. _ .

1 Select Committee, 29th June, 1759¢ Chgrles Manningham, President. Letter
from Colonel Clive advising his arrival at Muxadgbad and expectation of reaching
Calcutta in a few days.
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pany itself was his tenant, and by its acquiescence, signified
its approbation® of Meer Jaffier’s grant.”

It was not a present. It was the fixed emolument of the
high office and fitle bestowed on him by the Mogul Emperor
for 'great service rendered to the Mogul Emptte. The jaghire,
as Macaulay states, could from its wery nature be no secret,
but he loses sight of the fact that Clige made o secret of the
gifts made to him by Meer Jaffier after Plassey.! The Com-
pawy’s recognition was extended equally to both. * The
grant,” ase M1 states, ‘ amounted to the enorn}ous sum of
£30,000 per annum.” But neither Mill nor any other writer
has noticed the fact that it was the exact pay of the office
bestowed on Clive. The yearly pay of a Mansabidar of 6,000
horse was 800,000 rupees, or £30,000. ®* Macaulay does not
grapple with prosaic detail®, but deals with broad generalisa-
tions, and touch®s what may be called obvious moralities :

“ Noth’ing is'more clear than that a general ought to be the servant
of his own government, and of no otheg. It follows that whatever
rewards he receives for his services ought to be givengeither by his
own government, or with the full knowledge amal approbation of his
own government. This rule ought te be strictly maintained even
with respect to the mérest bauple, with respect to a cross, a medal,
or a yard of ¢ploured riband. But how can any government be well
served,”if those who confmand its fgrces are at liberty, without its
permission, without its privity®to accept princely fortunes from its
allies 7

Clive was the servant not of a government, but of a trading
company who paid their servants salaries on which they could,
not possibly exist, because they permité#ed them to add to
their, pittance by embarking in private trade and accepting
large rewards from the native chiefs. The magnitude of the
sums has coloured the judgment on the transactions. But
they are $mall when compared with the enormous salaries
the Mogul Emperor allowed his governors. The English after

1 Macaulay, writing about these gifts, states: “ Though Clive did not dis-
tinctly acquaint his employers with what hd taken place, and request their
sanction, he did note on the other hgnd, T)y studied concealment, show that he

was conscious of having done yrong.” Clive most distinctly acquainted the
Chairman of the Court with what had taken place.

K o
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Plassey maintained the custom of their predecessors. In 1765
the salary of one of the native naibs or deputies under the
British Government was £90,000, two others got £20,000, and
one got £10,000. At.that time a Mémber of Council was
paid 300 rupees & month, and Warrén Hastings got 30 rupees
extra for readlng prayers. It was Clive who foresaw the
evil of a system Whlchobrought on the subsequent acts of
oppression and corruption, and it was in vain that he urged
upon the Court of Direcfors that the only remedy lay in allow-
ing liberal sglaries and the abolition of private tratle and all
perquisites and emoluments. °

Regarding the jaghire transaction there is not the faintest
trace of oppression- or corruption. The £80,000 a year was
not, as it has often been stated, the gift of a grateful Nawab.
It was the customary income attdched to the “‘ most Noble
Title >’ 'and office bestowed upon Clive by the’Mogul Emperor
for great services rendered in crushing ‘the rebellion of his
son and restoring peace to one of the greatest provinces of
the Mogul Fgnpire. By the constitution of the Mogul Govern-
ment the Nawab f Bengal was bound &o find the annual
income. - .

Soon after Clive’s return to Caleutta from hig expedltlon
against the Shahzada a new and unekpected danger ‘arose.
News reached him that the Dutch were ﬁttlng out and embark-
ing at Batavia a powerful armament. Its destipation was
not known, but it was rumoured to be for Bengal. On July 21
he sent a letter to Meer Jaffier through Warren.Hastmgs who
replied on the 25thegs follows :

“ I waited on the Nabob last night with youe Letter & acquaintéd
him with the Armament set on Foot at Batavia & with your Advice
to him on that Head. He replied that Cuttac was npt properly under
his Jurrisdiction, but that he would takeceeffectual care to Suard the
passes of Midnapoor (beyond which country his Authorlty did not
extend) in case the Dutch should attempt to come by that Quarter ;
And that he would give orders to Ameerbeg to follow such.Directions
as he should receive from you,in order to obstruct their Entrance by
the way of Ingallee. .

- «The Nabob seemed to be of Opfnlon that it was very probable
the Dutch had formed Some design agamst this Province, adding

L ]
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as a Confirmation of his suspicion that they had applied to him Some
time ago for a Dustick to bring a Quantity of Salt Petre from the
Province of Oud, jn order to supply the Deficiency of their Invest-
ment at Patna. .Thls the Nabob thought it prudent to refuse them,

Buy he has Since learnt fhat they had obtain’d Suja Dowly}’s Consent
for the establishment of a Factory in that Province, & entered into
other Engagements with him ; And that they sent him a Mezeranna
to a Considerable Amount abo-ut 3 months ago,,in Money, Broad
Cloth & other valuable Commodities—W®Rat further design they may
haye in this step does not appear, but as I believe there is no passage’
frgm Suja Dowlut’s Territories, except by the Ganges, it can hardly
be practicaplé®for them to Carry on any Trade from thence without
Opening a Way thro’ Bengal, which has been positively denied them
by the Nahob, unless théy have thoughts of Effecting it by Force.”

The Nawab had countenanced an intrigue with the Dutch,
but the recent decisive success of the Britlsh made him cautious.

On August 4 Hastings weote to Clive :

“ I forgot to iffform you before that when I told the Nabob of the
News of the Armament sent from Batavia, he declared to me that
he would” send to the Dutch & acquaint them that if they brought
any armed Forces into his Country he would look upon them as
Enemies, & treat them accordingly. This purpose lge informs me
he has since put in Execution ’? .

The ¢Nawab sent a purwannah to the Dutch Governor
forblddmg the Dutch to brmg any troops into bis country
He forwarded a gopy to Clive, and at the same time demanded
that Clive, by virtue of the treaty subsisting with the English
troops, shauld join his forces in repelling any invaders. Early
in August a Dutch®ship arrived in the river with European
troops and Buggoses, mercenary soldiers from the Malay Penin;
sula.! Clive at once informed Meer Jafer, who was greatly
emharrassed at the,news. He, however, sent another written
command to the Dutch and ordered the Military Governor of
Hugli tg join Clive Wlth a body of troops. He also repeated
his demartd of assistance from the (,’ompany

“To the Nawab’s first purwannah the Dutch sent a reply and
solemn promise of obedience to his orders; to the second, they as
solemnly assured him the ship which was arrived came in by accident
for water and prqvisions ; that.she'was drove from her destined port

1« A Narrative of the Disputes with the Dutch in Bengal,” drawn up in
November either by Clive himself or by Strachey.
[ 4
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of Nagapatam by stress of weather, and that she and her troops should
leave the river as soon as they were supplied.” ! e

- Clive, however, in spite-of these solemn *gssurances, con-
sidered it advisable to post troops at J annoki Fort and Charngck
Battery on the other side of the river, with orders to search all
boats and vessels that passed up the river without giving them
further molestation. T®he Dutch authorities remonstrated
vigorously, and Clive and his Council replied %

“that, as- principals, we had, by the custom and lawe of nations, a
right to seargh all vessels whatever, advancing up thi® river, not
knowing but they might infroduce Frencle troops into the country ;
and that as auxiliaries to the Mogul we were under a nbcessity, by
solemn treaty, to join his Viceroy in opposing the introduction of any
European, or foreign itgpops whatever into Bengal; and that we
should absolutely and religiously do our duty to the utmost of our
strength and power in both capacitie®”

The Dutch vessel departed, and friendlgr, relations were
resumed with the authorities at Chinsura. September passed ;
no news was heard of the PDutch armament, and there was that
delusive sigm so corhmon in Fastern lands, of all being quiet.

* Clive was now ‘most angious to return to England. The
constgnt strenunous work, the graye responsibilities which had
rested on him ever since he landed at Calcutta, and the chmate
of Bengal had told severely oh hig health. The cruel malady,
which had tormented him all his life, again threatened him.
A dispatch from the Court caused him to boil with resentment,
and he decided that by returning to Efiglard he would be
better able to procure the adoption of the measures which
he considered necess¥ry for the prosperity and security of the
country to whose welfare his life was entirely devoted. ¢The
dispatch which excited Clive’s resentrment was dated March 283,
1759, and it announced that the Court had annulled the appoint-
ment of Colonel Forde® to the Bengal commandy and had
appointed Colonel Eyre Coote to it. The dispatch stated that
“ the great advantages and benefit that must arise to us by
connecting the King’s and olir gwn forces under one commander
is obvious, and leave no room to &€mploy, Colonel Forde.” The

1 « A Narrative of the Disputes with the Dutch in Bengal.”
*
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General Letter also informed the Bengal Government that
they were not again to appoint to a temporary vacancy in
the chief command of the forces in Bengal, but to leave the
choice, should a vacfiney oceur, to Stringer Lawrence, who
commanded the Madras *troops. Clive objteted to the dis-
patch both on public and privat¢ grounds. He considered
that the appointment of Eyre Cootq a Kind’s officer, was a
syerender to the pretensions of the officers of the Royal service
who refused to recognise that the commissions of the Company
gave any® valid rank. They also refused to recognise any
authority except that ©f the Crown. Clive remembered that
the pretensions of Colonel Adlercron had seriously endangered
the success of the expedition sent to recover Bengal. He
held, and rightly held, that the Governors of the three Pre-
sidencies should be vested with supreme authority over both
civil and militdry affairs. Eyre Coote had been the junior
of Forde im Adlercron’s regiment, and he considered that
Forde having joined the Company’s service should have been
no bar to his being elevated to the statipn of Cgmmander-in-
Chief. He also cansidered that Eyre C8ote was not fit to
hold ag office of so serious and important a nature which
involved s@ much responsibility. )

Eyre Coote’ s faillre 1n the expedition against Law, his
interference in pohtlcal matters his keen desire to embark
in trade, had created in Clive’s memory a strong prejudice
against him. « When Clive was about to start on his first
expedition to. Patna, Eyre Coote volunteered his services, and
Clive wrote as Yollows: »

. . FRENCH GARDENS,
Nov. 17th 1757.

Sir,—I return you many thanks for the Offer you made of your
Servwe'on the present Fgpedition, which will be a lasting proof of
your ZealP and attachment for the Companys Interest. It would
give me a real pleasure if I could accep? of it without giving Umbrage
to the Companys Officers, which of consequence must prove hurtful
to the Service. I gm Sir

. Your most «Obedient humble Servant
RoBT. CLIVE.
To Evyre CooTE ESQR.
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Eyre Coote had received the local brevet rank of major,
and as the battalions were commanded by capthins, he would
bave superseded them, though they were men Of long service.
Eyre Coote was a vigorous champion of* the rights, privileges,
and rank of a Rbyal officer. Clive,'though he now held the
King’s commission, had w8n his glory in the Company’s army,
and it was only’ naturak and right that he should guard its
officers from supersession, and from losing the power apd
opportunity of winning honest fame. Coote’s rggiment had
been recalled to England, and at the close of 1757 he left
India. As a senior King’s officer who was present at the
great victory, which excited the enthusiasm of the nation, his
reception in England was all that his vanity and ambition
could crave. Owing £o his account of the Plassey campaign
the belief arose that it was Eyre Cobte and not Clive to whom
the credit must be given for the victory, and the belief was
current until it was shattered by Eyre Coote’s ewn evidence
before the Committee of the House of Commons.

Eyre Cogte retwgned to England with a small fortune.
He was well born,%he had, a comrade states, ‘ a fascinating
mien,” and he soon became popular in general society, Lead-
ing men of letters sought his acuaintance, and preminent
statesmen showed him manked attettion.” The Court of
Directors received him with dlstgnctlon, and he becameé an
intimate friend of Lawrence Sulivan, the chaiyman. He
attracted the notice of William Pitt, who sanctioned the
r.aising of a regiment under his command for seyvice in India.
On January 20, 175%. Eyre Coote was gazettéd Colonel of the
84th Regiment, the rank assigned to the pewly raised copps.
The Court of Directors appointed him commander of the
Bengal forces with the option of remaining im Madras if he
considered it necessary. ®Eyre Coote %ith his regiment sailed
at once with two men-of-war and a convoy of East Indiamen.
About the close of July five companies of the 84th landed
at Madras, and on .

“27th October 1759, Between 8 and 9 o’clock the evening
anchored in the Road His Majesty’s Sh1p Queenporough also the
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Hon’ble Combany’s Ships Ajax, Stormont and Houghton with Colonel
Coote and the remainder of his Battalion on board.” 1

The official iaﬁ:imation of Eyre Coote’s appointment reached
Calcutta in August. “On the 20th Clive wrote to Yansittart
that *the expected Reinforcements both of Ships & Men
will in My Opinion put Beggal out of all other danger but
thz:t of Corruption & Venality.” He added :

® < All things considered my design is to get with the utmost ex-
pédition to Epgland for which purpose I, am particularly desirous
of having #he Royal George sent here that I may run thro’, supposing
I set out in January I may Arrive the beginning of May, and an
Answer to y proposals may come to hand by the latter end of the
same Year, my intentions are to get you fixt in thi¢ Governm® & to
have Forde & Caillaud at the head of the Mllltary & if possible prevail
upoy the Directors (for it entirely depends upon them) to apply to
his Majesty for Commissionss of Major Generals for the Governors
for the time being of the three Presidencys, if my Interest prevails
I flatter myself I shall have rendered the Company more Service
by my return.to England than by my stay in Bengal, if not, I shall
be very glad to have quitted the Service, if a Peace sho! be upon the
Tapis I may be of some use likewise foreconvinced I am the Directors
are not Masters sufficiently of the Subject & ewill prolgably conclude
a peace in Europe which cannot possibly be #bided by in the East
Indies. I have mentioned nothing tmore of my intentions to Mr.
Pigot thin getting him the Ragk of a Major General, this will.l hope
inducg Him <o send the Royal George, in which I Persuade myself
your Interest will not bé Want{ng.”o

On the following day he informed Pigot that they had
given orders to Farde to return to Bengal, and four days
after he wrotg to Forde :

A

“ 1 can easily’conceive such Rank & henor bestowed (I think

I may say without ﬂattery) on one so much your inferior in every
Respect, must give you much concern, I assure you it has affected
me greatly and is one of my principal motives for wanting to push
home wifh the ufmost Expedition on the Royal George, 1 flatter myself
the Request I have to nfike will not be denyed me, which is that
you will stay in Bengal all next Yeare provided Coote remains on
the Coast, if within that time I do not get you a Colonel or a Lieu-
tenant Colonel’s Commission and an Appointment of Commander in
Chief of all the Forces in India I will from that Instant decline all
further transactions with Diregtor§ & East India Affairs, if I leave

14 Selections from the Madras Records,” edited by G. W. Forrest,
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this Place the beginning of Jan” I shall certainly reach ‘England some
time in June and an answer to my solicitations may be rec? in Oct”
or Nov® the Diligent left this Place in Sept’ with the News of Placis
and the Pitt bro* us an Acct of her Arrival in August, my views in
going home extend still farther, which are t& get Vansittart appoigted
‘my SucceSsor, forsure I am there is net one person besides himself
capable of bringing so great and glorious a Government to perfection.

If there sho® he a peace I conclude your stay in India will neither
be agreeable to the Compony or yourself, but if the War continues
I do not despair of hearing your reputation is still further confirfged -
by the Capture of Pondichery.”

. -

The defeézts of Eyre Coote were just of that *kind that
would be most irritating to the eye 8f Clive. He, was way-
ward and capricious, always dissatisfied with the amount of
his allowances, and s0 full of crotchets that it ,Waé a hard
matter, as Warren Hastings and the Madras Government dis-
covered, to deal with him.! Clive bad then had no opportunity
of discovering that Eyre Coote was a consummate master of
the art of War. s e

Forde, on hearing of his supersession, wrote to the Madras
Government, on Ochiober 8:

“ As the Directors have not approved of the transactions of the
Gentlemen of Bengal with regard to me, I now find myself at liberty
to resign the service and shall take my passage to Bengal on thg Leopard
and irom thence to Europe by the first oppogtunity. 1 Bave delivered
to Cap* Tryon the letters brouglt by, Cap! Barclay, and the rice and
wheat I have sold here and given credit for it in the paymaster’s
account. I should not have taken the liberty to detain the Leopard
were I not empowered so to do by the Gentlgmen Of Bengal.”

.o On the 15th Forde, accompanied by Knox, sailed from
Masulipatam, and it* was well that he detained the Leopard,
snow, for his presence was urgently needed in Bengal. e

1 Warren Hastings wrote: ‘“ I have avoided every kind of interference in
the military department, even to private recommendations, and er}deavoured
by every mark of public attentign and personal kindness to secure his confidence.
My letters have been all friendly to him, his to me all petulant a1 suspicious ;
I know not why or for what.” ® Josias Du Pre, Governor of Madras, wrote :
““ They send Us out an Officer (Eyre Coote) as Commander in Chief who, when
he was in India before, Quarrelled continually with both Presidencys where
he served. They raise his Ideas of his own Importance, give him undefined
powers, and here he comes, sets himgelf above Controul, quarrells with Us,
and throws every thing into Confusion; awd now he is gorfe to Bengal, where,
my word for it, if they do not let him rule ands do as he pleases, they will not
be long in peace with him.”

L J
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On October 8 the Select Committee at Calcutta received
a letter from Madras stating “ that the Dutch force of 500
Europeans and 1,000 Malays is evidently intended for Bengal.”
On_October 6 they recétved another letter from Fort St. George,
dated the 10th ultimo, * advising of the *Dutch bemg at
Negapatam.” Soon after seven Dufch ships, * erammed with
soldiers,” says Clive, appeared at the mouth of the Hugli.
Mgtr Jaffier was then at Calcutta on a visit to Clive. He had
inwited the Igutch but on hearing of their arrival he assumed
an Oriental air of indifference which Western dlplomats cannot
imitate with success. #e would go at once, he’ declared, to
the town of Hugli. He would compel the Dytch to send
away their ships and troops, or drive them out of the province.
He departed, but he did not go to Hugh Warren Hastings
wrote to Clive :

‘“ Every Days Transactions confirm me more & more in the
Opinion §hat the Nabob is acting a treacherous Part with you. His
Agreement with you was to send for the Dutch when he came to
Hughley, & offer them the Terms whicheyou had consented to, which
if they accepted & dismissed their Ships with tlre Forcesgewly arrived,
he would depart to the City, but if they hesit®ted at his Proposals,
he would instantly send for Forces frdm Murshedabad & never leave
them tilf’he had driven them qut of the Country. How different his
Real -Sefitiments are from this Declaration has I think evidently
appeared from hlS Behavmr {o tlke Dutch since his Arrival here.
Yesterday was the Time first %ppomted for the Interview with the
Dutch, but Deferred for fear of disobliging them, there not having
been provided A number of Kallaats sufficient for the whole Company
that was to wa#t updn him. This Evening the Visit was made in
great Form & state. The Persons who formed the Procession where
Mr. Vernett with four of the Council, four Officers, Two Dewans &
the Vackeel preceded by an hundred Soldiers, An hundred & Eight
Seepys, & a Multitude of Burgundasses And Peons following in the
Rear. The Nabob received them very graciously seated on a Chair
& embraced the five Gentlemen, whilst Seeboo bobboo stand® behind
him, acﬁualnted him with the Name of each as they approached,
together with their several Appointments. Little Conversation passed
between them except Compliments, the Nabobs telling them to carry
on their Business as formerly, & promising them upon every Occasion
his Favor & protection. To Mr. Verngtt he gave a Dress & Sirpache,
to the other Gentlemen of the Couneil, the Officers, Dewans & Vackeel
* he gave each a ﬁress, & dlsmlﬁed them desiring them to come again
in the Morning, when he would confer with them in private.” *

o 1 Pow1s MSS.
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Clive was not surprised by Hastings’ letterr He had a
suspicion that the Dutch had the Nawab’s censent to bring
up their troops. As was, his wont, he took an immediate
resolution ; he determined to bar their passage by land or
water. e sent® detachments to seinforce Tantia Fort and
Charnock Battery, mounted heavy cannon on them, and
dispatched ordérs to thg only three Indiamen in the river—
the Calcutta, Captain Wilson, the Duke of Dover, Captain
Forester, and the Hardwicke, Captain Sampson—to follow aip
the Dutch vessels to Fort William. He also p‘ianted heavy
cannon on fhe newly erected face o the fort. He put the
militia under arms and recalled the troops from Patna. At
the beginning of November the Leopard, snow, sailed up the
river with Forde and®Knox on board. Clive placed Kngx in
command of the Tanna and Cltarnock batteries. Forde,
though he had retired from the service, ‘®most obligingly
and readily at the Governor’s request took upon,him the
command of the remaining troops in the garrison.” Holwell,
who had just returned from England, was ordered to take
charge of Fort William with the militia, consisting of about
250 Europeans besides sothe of the Porfuguese inhabitants.
Clive* divided “ his attention ahd presence betWeen both
divisions, those at Charnock and thosesin the field.” t °

During this period the Dutch sent a long memorandum
to Clive and the Council recapitulating their ‘grievances and
threatening reprisals if the English pessistad in searching
their boats and obstructing the advance of their troops up
the river. The Bengal Government ieplied that they  had
never insulted their colours or at’cackeda or touched, ‘gheir
property, or infringed their privileges. With respect to bring-
ing troops into Bengal, their advance had bean opposed “ by
orders from the Viceroyp and uhder the Emperor his “master’s
colours, and by bis troops; that they must apply therefore
to him, and that we were ready to intefpose our friendly
offices to mitigate his resentment.”  This, it may be thought,”
says Clive, “ savoured a little cof audacity$’ It certainly

_1 ‘“ A Narrative of the Disputes with ‘the Dutch in Bengal.”



The Foundations of Empire 155

enraged the Dutch.  They seized seven small English vessels
lying near the thouth of the river, made prisoners of the cap-
tains and ofﬁcel;a and transferred the guns and stores to
their own ships. They then landed troops at Falta and
Rajapore. They tore dowf the British coloufs and burnt the
houses and effects of the Company’s® tenants.

Clive’s position was one of extremg delicacy and responsi-
bilif®>. If the Dutch ships persisted in passing the batteries,
would he be jystified in commencing hostilities against an ally
of Englande? “ In this situation,” says Clive, we anxiously

* wished the_next hour would bring us news of a ? declaration
of war with Holland ; which we had some reasqn to expect
by our last advises from England.” The outrages decided
him. . Believing that the Dutch would not have dared to be
guilty of them unless they®had heard of a rupture between
the two nations, 8r that the Nawab had promised to join them
or remair neuéral, he determined at once to take action. He
first wrote to the Nawab and informed him of the outrages.
The Dutch, he added, had commented agtual wgr. He did
not wish the Nawab. to send his son or any part of his army
to the asgistance of the British. But if he wanted to * show
his sincesity ,and attachment}” he should surround their sub-
ordinate establishment$ “ an.d distress them in the country
to the utmost.”

Meanwhile Bisdom, the Director of Chinsura, had written
to the Nawab severa® letters. In the first he states:

“ Our settlement was established here long before the Enghsh
and other nations entered this kingdom, of which we were eye wit-*
nesses : Our power was then greater as well as our trade, but now
we pérceive, that botheour power, interest, and wealth, are lost, whilst
that of other nations daily increase : In this case, what recourse have
we left 2 Our dishonour and shame is almost inevitable.

For thls reason, and fow the stcurity ¢f our possessions, as well
as for the servme of your excelléncy, I have sent for troops into this
country : You are our master and sovereign ; and therefore I hope
for your protection, and wait your orders to bring our troops to this
place.” .

In the secohd letter Bisdom expresses extreme surprise
that the Nawab during His stay at Calcutta had entered into



156 The Life of Lord Clive

an agreement to fortify Fort Tanna and had given a note to |
the English directing them to oppose the corfiing up of their
army o

““ All these things considered, it seenfd plam to us, that your
excellency did not enter into the agreoment or gave this order from
any ill opinion of us; but jt is all to be imputed to the overbearing
spirit of the English : But if any one enters into an agreement through
force or distress, and aftérwards does not abide by it, he will stand
justified by the laws of God and ‘man ; particularly the Governor
of a kingdom, who wishes for nothing else but the good of his country,
and the prosperity of his people, °

I am therefore in hopes, through your justice and®favour that
you will recede from your agreement ared order, and that we shall
obtain an order from your excellency, for the bringing up of our army ;
and also, thdt a positive order may be given.to the English, on no
account to molest themy, for we sent for the said army to this country,
in consequence of your directions.” .

Meer Jaffier was not pleased at being geminded that he
_ had invited the Dutch force, and we find the followmo from
Bisdom :

“ The wrathful letter you wrote to me I have received, and it
has given mg inexpressible uneasiness :—The troops were not called
here at my own desfre, nor did I imagine they would ever have come
to action, and fully intended to have returned them by the ships-
when they sailed for Europe ;—They gvere brought here for the security
of the ships: This I acquainted your excellency of severfll times.—
During their stay in camp the¥ molested ho man, nor had any dis-
turbances with the country people? this also you are well assured
of.—It was never my intention they should fight; but the English
hoisted Moors colours, and immediately came down upvbn them, and
a battle ensued. Your excellency is the m&gistrate of justice, and
therefore I desire you will interfere :—I1 was degirous that some

®advantage should arise to the riots from the sale of tlie goods when
they were brought up, and intended to have laden on board the ships
the salt petre and other goods that were bought, and with the people
that came here, dispatched them to Europe; but the English would
not permit the boats to pass :—I am willing to act up to our agreement,
and hope your excellencygowill adkere todt also: In thls Wwe entirely
depend on your favour. Tl.1e Company have for a long®time carried
on trade here; and therefore earnestly desire you will continue to
them your favour and protection, as we are not able of ourselves to

root out our enemies.” .

[
On November 16! Forde left Caleutta &nd marched to
L]
! Not the 19th, as printed in Malcolm.
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Chitapur and’ thence sent a strong detachment to take posses-
sion of the houte of the Dutch Company at Barnagore. On
the 18th Bisdomg*and the Duteh Council wrote to ““ Robert
Clivg Esq., colonel of® his Britannic Malestys forces, and
governor, for the English®East India company, m Bencal
and to the gentlemen of the gouncil,” as follows :

[ ]

““We have received, with the utmost‘surpuze, the disagreeable
new$, that some of your European dependants, accompanied by one
huadred and fifty sepoys, came this morning to Barnagore, and
demanded f.he.keys of our company’s hoifse there, and afterwards
hoisted thereon the Englis.h flag.” .

They demanded that they might be informed jmmediately

“ whether you are resolved to declare war ggainst us; or, without
previeus declaration, commence it; and besides, in consequence of
this, that you acquaint us, as%oon as possible, whether the aforesaid
troops were authomized by you to so hostile a conduct ; and whether
or no they are to proceed farther by your orders.”

[ ] .

The next day the Dutch dispatched a second letter in
which they stated that they * ‘

‘“had the fresh mortification, not without the'greatest surprize, to’
see ourse}ves insulted, in an hostile ‘manner, by your dependants,
supporteqd by some sepoys: ase® in coming down the river, they had
the assarance, within sight and reach of our forts, to fire sharp shot
on our vessels lying here at anchor.””®

After expressing a decided opinion ‘ that these acts of
violence have beene done by your orders,” they proceeded

most politely tp state that

. L J
‘ we doubt not you will readily and naturally judge that it cannot be
takep amiss of us, or in the least misconstrued, if we now inform you,
that we have been constralned to recede, in thls case, from our wonted
moderation, and with force to repel such disturbers of the peace;
having feund by’ experlence therg was no deahng with such persons
without emmwloying the Lik® compulsory nfeans.”

The letter concluded in an unctuous strain :

“ We seek and aim at nothing else, as we have already mentioned
in our former lefter, than under the blessing of heaven, to defend
ourselves against all hostile atfacks and acts of violence whatever ;
and to do nothing in our present circumstances, but what may stand

L 4
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justified in the SIght both of God and man ; and what the interests
of the settlements, rights, and privileges, entrustetl to our care, by
our lords and masters, may require at our handg v

Meanwhile, the Dutch ships kept mbving up the river with
their captures and prlsoners !

On November 21 the Dutch vessels cast anchor ““in the
offing of Sankeral a pdint within cannon-shot of the English
batteries.” On the 22nd they landed on the opposite shore
700 Europeans and abgut 800 Buggoses, * and gropped down
with their %hi'ps to Melancholy Point, the lower ®tnd of the
reach, being near where our three shigh lay.” 2 Thg same day
Captain Wilsen, who commanded the Calcutia; wrote to the
Dutch commodore * that he was surprized to hear their troops
bhad debarked on the territory of the English company, with-
out permission obtained from th%-governbl; and council at
Fort Willam.” He assured him, if he ventured to land a
single man more, he should construe it as an aét of *hostility,
and exert himself to the utmost to sink and disperse their
ships.? ° .

Clive, on hearifg that the Dutch after-landing their troops
had dropped down the rlver and s0 separated their skips from
their troops, determined to attack- them both by knd and
water. He ordered Knox te withdraw'the deta_chment at the
batteries and join Forde with the utmost speed. He sent a
message to Forde informing him that he ,would be speedily
reinforced. He also sent orders to Cabtair’ Wilson, * the
gommodore of the English vessels,” to demand immediate
restitution of our ships, subjects and property ; or on refusal
to fight, sink, burn, and destroy the Dutch ships. Orp the
24th the demand was made and refused. Wilson had the
three English Fast-Indiamen ‘; well equipped® for war,” says
Grose, ““ and their quar°ters lined Wigh bags of salt-petre to

1¢ A Narrative of the Dlsputes with the Dutch in Bengal ”?

2 Jpid. Grose states: ‘ Below the English vessels.’ ——Grose, Vol 1L,
p. 373. ’

3 The Narrative states that ““ h te 23rd of November ” the Dutch landed
their troops. Grose gives the date as the §2nd, and he is cenfirmed by Captain
Wilson’s letter which was ‘“ dated on board the, Calcutia the 22nd of November
1759.”—Loc, cit, p. 374 note.

-
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screen the men from the shot.” The Dutch, whose superiority
was in numbers’ and weight of metal, had four vessels of 36
guns each, three of 26 guns each, and‘one of 16 guns. They
drey up in line of baftle to receive the advancmg [foe, who
followed their example. TPhe first to engage was the Dorset.
The capricious wind died away, and she had to bear alone
an arduous contest. The continuous flre of the enemy almost
torg® her to pieces, and she had about ninety shot in her.

*A light brgeze now arose, and the Calcutia and Hardwicke,
creeping up, got alongside of the enemy and oper:ed fire with

s such tremepdous effect hat two of their smaller vessels had
to cut their cables and run, and the other was drjven ashore.
For two hours the action continued Wi;ch unabated vigour.
The Dutch fought with their national obstinate courage. The
deck of the Vlissingen, th& commodore’s ship, was strewed
with the dead and"wounded. James Zuydland, the commodore,
could fight ne more. He struck, and the rest followed his
example except the second in command *“ who got clear off
by fighting his way, and fell down to Culpee.” 1 Elere he was
captured by two British men-of-war, the ®0zford and Royal
George, that had just arrived in the river. The loss by the
Dutch i kijled and wound®d was considerable; their ships
were seized and Jthe Drisoners saken to Calcutta. On the
following day the Dutch suffered a decisive defeat on land.

On November 22, 1759, Forde wrote to Clive from ** -Chitta-
pore ”’ (Chitpur} as follows :

“ I have embarked the Artillery, Tents, and Stores in the Evening,
shall embark the tréops in order to lie in the Boats and be in readiness
to mgve Either up or Down accordmg to the orders I shall receive.
I have Sent four Boats up the river to give me intelligence in case any
number of boats shou’d be in motion this way. I believe the Myn-

heers are gamnab?y at a loss how {o act upon this occasion, notwith-
standing they have a Veld} Marshal at tHelr head.”

The following day at 3 p.m. Forde again wrote thus :

“ I am favour’d with yours of Eleven O’Clock this morning, and
have already dispatch’d Harcars beth up and down the river for
intelligence.

1 Grose, Vol. IL, p. 374.
L4
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“I have also detach’d Lieut. Price with two Companys of Sea-
poys to take up the Post between Sirampore and the French Gardens
which the Dutch Occupied last night And shall March to Morrow
Morning at day break to jChardinagore if I recdiye no intelligence
that may make it necessarv to alter my intewtion.” o

On the mornmg of the 24th Forde crossed the river to

) Serampore, intepding {fo encamp- between Chandernagore and - -

Chinsura. On passing Qbrough Chandernagore he found the
garrison of Chinsura posted in its ruins, supported by four
field-pieces. He soon dislodged them from theire ambuscades,
captured thejr field-pieces, and pursued them to the bounds
of Chinsura. He was now joined by Captaln Knox with the
troops from°the batteries. That day, November 24, Forde
wrote to Carnac: o

‘“ I have received your two lettersewith the news of Dutch ships
surrendering and the arrival of Caillaud, of both of which I give you
joy. I sincerely rejoice at the arrival of Caillaud who is both willing
and capable of doing the Company all the service can be expeeted from
any Officer. I forgot to mention in my letter to the Gov® and Council
that we have only lost twoemen killed and three or four wounded.
The Dutch hawve lost ten or twelve killed and about the same number
wounded and Prison®rs, besides a good number wounded that have
got into the Fort. I am as wtak as water frqm my late 1IIness and
shou’d never have been able to keepeup, had *I not dlsmounted one
of our Gentlemen Troopers and taken his horse ’ . -

- [

Malcolm writes : ° *

“ It is stated upon good authority, that foreseeing this advantage,
but acting with the caution which the atlack upog- the troops of a
European nation not in a state of war required, Colonel Forde wrote
& note, stating, ‘ that if he had the Order in Councilgshe could attack
the Dutch, with a fair prospect of destroying thenf.” Clive, to whom
this note was addressed, received it when playing at cards. Without
quitting the table, he wrote an answer in pendil, ¢ Dear Forde, ®fight
them immediately. I will send you\the Order of Council to-morrow.” ”’

We, however, now learn from Forde’s letter thaj he knew
the day before the battles that a successful naval action had.
been fought, and the two nations were therefore in India in a
state of war. Malcolm’s stary first appeared in a well-informed
account of Clive’s life publisfedein the thirde volume of the-
* Biographia Britannica,” in 1784, only ten years after his death.
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The writer states: ““ He gave the command, in this perilous
service, to Colenel Forde, who was now returned from his
last expedition, ’in which he had beerg completely successful.”
In 2 marginal note the writer adds: ¥ Forde, in great doubt,
. . [ ]
sent to Clive for orders. Glive, who wis playing at cards, took
a pencil and wrote on a bit of Forde's letter :  Dear Forde,
. . ’ . .
fight em immediately ; I will send én Order of Council to-
mo.prow.’ > 1 The letter, it is now evident, was not sent, as
so.0often state.d, on the eve of the battle. of Badarah, but it was
probably glispatched on the night of the 23rd6 authorising
Forde, in answer to hie note written at 8 A.M., to advance
L]
to Chandernagore to attack the Dutch at once..

Before the break of day on Novemlzer 25 Forde received
certain intelligence of the near approach of the Dutch troops
from the coast. He also l€arnt that, in spite of his vigilance,
they had been Joined by part of the garrison at Chinsura.
Leaving & small detachment to watch the Dutch settlement,
Forde marched immediately to meet the advancing force.

. [ .
About seven or eight o’clock, after marching soge four and
a half miles, he discovered them in the plath of Badarah. He
. [ ] . .
at once fook up a skilfully chosen position which commanded
the diregt road to Chinsuth. His flanks were protected on
the right by the village of ].Sadaxah, on the left lay a mango
grove, both of which he occupied, and along the whole line
ran a small but deep ditch.? The English force consisted of
240 European mnfandry, 80 artillerymen with four field-pieces,
50 more Kuropeans, comprising the troops of horse ‘““inde;

1 The Editor of the “ Biogxzaphia Britannica ” writes: ‘ The account of
Lord Clive I owe to the pen of my intimate and excellent friend, Henry Beaufoy,
Esq.,%epresentative in tife present parliament for Great Yarmouth, in Norfolk.
Knowing that, in the course of his historical, political, and commercial enquiries,
in order to become an active and useful member of the legislature, he had paid
a particular attention to the affairs ofothe East-Indies, and being myself very
ignorant of e subject, 1 reqﬂested him to dra® up an article, which required
no small acquaintance with the state of thingsin that part of the world. With
that obligingness of temper which marks Mr. Beaufoy’s character, he instantly
acceded to my request ; and he hath written Lord Clive’s life with an authen-
ticity of information, and a perspicuity and elegance of expression, which render

it one of the most distinguished ornament® of the present volume. For the

materials of his Logdship’s personalgHistory, particular thanks are due to the
Reverend Mr. Archdeacon Clive and to Mr. Burman.”

2 The Dutch state it was *“ Broad and deep.”’—Broome.
L o
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. pendent and volunteer’,” about 800 sepoys, and about 100
of the Nawab’s cavalry.! The Dutch force numbered 700
Europeans and 800 Malays, besides a ntunber of sepoys.
They weare comjpandedf by Colonel Roussell, a French soldier
of fortune. The engdgement was, as Clive states, “short,
bloody, and degisive.”” The Dutch were put to a total rout in
less than half an hour. b After the battle Forde sent to CIIVL
the following terse account: ‘e

“ DEaR S1r,—This nforning about seven or eigh® o clock I met
with the Dugch and Malays and after a fair Engarxement put them
entirely to the route and have killed anfl taken a gregt number of =
them not mpeh less than two hundred Europeans. They retired
into the woods and 1 have sent Seapoys and Horse after them, when
we appear’d they groursded their Baggage and Napsacks very regularly
and advanc’d about three or four hundred paces very boldly from
whence they fired smartly near half *an hour and then made a fair
run for it. The woods were about a mile in their rear, All our Peopel
behaved very well and we have not lost ten killed and wounded Our

. two rear Guns were not got up.”

In a segond letter Forde added :

-]
“ Since I wrote you beforg, I think I may’add two hundred more
to the number of killed wounded and prisoners, exclusive @f Malays.
Mr. Price has charge of a large nulnber of them. He Wlll inform

you more particularly.” R .
L] [ ]

The same day Forde, in a third letter, wrote to Clive as

follows : .
° .
1 Clive’s evidence—Report of the House of Commons. .

. 2 The Dutch India Company have given the following afount of this affair :
“ On the 25th, when the troops and other Hands, which, on the 22nd before,
were goné on shore, were, in their projected march, come near Chandanagore,
they were there met by the English; who, according to their own ascount,
to the number of 1170, were posted very advantageously, and provided with a
numerous artillery. No sooner were those troops come within cannon-shot,
but they were fired on by the English : and though all the people w fl;e extremely
fatigued by a very long maray, which Yhey were obliged to make for the space
of three days, yet with much bravery, they stood the fire of the®English ; and,
though unprovided of any artiflery, marched up, with a full and steady pace,
to the enemy : but meeting in their way a broad and deep ditch which they
were constrained to pass, to aveid being destroyed by the artillery of the English,
the troops in passing that ditch, fell into some disorder: the English, taking
advantage of this circumstance, red@ubled the fire of their artillery and mus-
quetry ; and the disorder already ariserf being thereby Increased, caused the
slaughter of a part of those troops, another part was made prisoners; and the

rest were constrained to retire.”
L ]
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“1 send ybu with the Budgerose, Co‘onel Razell and ten other
Officers. I have®not taken their paroles in writing as I am much
hurried and have other more material Busjpess on my hands. I give
you Joy of this D#y’s Trgnsaction which his been more decisive than
cou¥l be expected. 1 may say within Bfunds t‘rzat theyghave lost
above four hundred Europeafs killed, wofnded and prisoners and a
great number of Malays. You may expegf{ a number of Prisoners
this night.” ' . .

Jhere was nothing for Forde to do next. He had by his
skill and cougage won a victory decisiye in its results. The
Dutch wrowe at once to him requesting he would cease hostilities
and propose terms of peace. They made a simifhr appeal to
the Council, who referred it to their deputies. .« ,

“ We judged we had sufficiently chastisgd and humbled them,
without taking their settlement (which must have surrendered on
the first summons), and agreed to enter on a treaty with them.

_ Deputies were appainted, and things brought to a speedy and amicable
conclusion. They disavowed the proceedings of their ships below,
acknowledged ®hemselves the aggressors, and agreed to pay costs

and damages ; on which their ships were delivered up to them.”
L]

The Dutch agreed to these humiliating, terms®to prevent
their expulsion fromi Bengal. Three days after the battle of
Badarah®a fresh ddanger faged them. Prince Meeran, con-
trary to Chve's request, appeared before Chinsura with
six or seven thowsand horse The Dutch sought the aid of
the English. Clive proceeded at once to the French Gardens,
and by his firm intercgssion an amicable settlement was effected.

. * 3 . .
Prince Meeran promised ample protection to their trade and
privileges in the following terms : .

‘ That they shall never meditate war, introduce or enlist troops,
or ra¥se fortifications h the country; that they shall be allowed to
keep up one hundred and twenty-five European soldiers, and no more, ,
for the segvice of their several factories, of Chinsura, Cossimbazar and
Patna; that they shail f8rthwith send eheir ships and remaining

troops out of the country; and that aebreach of any one of these
articles shall be punished with utter expulsion.”

This agreement was ratified op Becember 5, 1759.
Thus ended®an affair which, says Clive, had the event

been different, threatened us in its consequence with utter
[ J
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destruction. In dealing' with it Clive showed his ‘calm courage
and audacious self-reliance. He himself wrote promptly every
order and instruction, fand when his friends urged upon him
the graye responsibilitf he was incurting in undertaking a
~campaign before news Jpf war havirlg been proclalmed between
"the two nations had arived, hg rephed that ““ a public man
may occasionally be cdlled upon to act with a halter round
his neck.” He afterwards told the Select Committee of°&he
House of Commons that * he was sensible how very critital
his situation was at that time; that he risked MWis life and
fortune in taking upon himself to confmence hostilities against
a nation, with whom we were at peace; but that he knew
the fate of Bengal gnd of the Company depended upon it.”
He also observed

““ that at this time by much the greatest part of his fortune was in
the hands of the Dutch ; the Company’s treasury was so full in con-
sequence of his successes, that the governor and eouncél declined
giving their servants any bills in their favour, and he was reduced
to the necessity of sending kis fortune home by bills upon the Dutch ;

that these kills were made payable by installments, one third part
every year, so that he was morally certain that two thirds of the sum
sent, which'to the best of his Yemembrance was about £180,000 would

remain in the hands of the Dutch, wdien they heard the news of their

ill success in Bengal.” . ] - .
[ ]

Clive’s fundamental principle‘\n{as devotion to public duty,
and he never suffered individual interests to weigh in the
balance. After having secured the futwre safety of his own
 province, Clive treated the Dutch with scrupulous con-
s1derat10n An investigation into® the whole episode was
subsequently held in Europe by Special Cgmmissioners deputed
by the British and Dutch Governments, and after minute
investigation they acquitted Clive of all+blame, and he
received, as he merifed, the unqgfalified appreval of the
Crown Ministers and th® Court of Directors.

. The grave and critical responsibilities which the Dutch
campaign brought with it increased the darkening cloud that
hung over his spirit. His health was too disordered by the
climate of Bengal for him to throw off the heaviest load of his
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life. The best possible way of dealing with it was to take the
long sea-voyage*to England. But befofe he could sail measures
had to be takepe to meet a fresh pefil. The arrival of the
Dufch armament agaih stirred the hahzada into activity,
and he was joined by most®of his allies} As soon as the treaty
with the Dutch was ra,ti'ﬁedz Clive *gpdered Major Caillaud,
who had under Stringer Lawrente shbwn coolness and cour-
agg®in the blaze of battle, and had now been appointed to
command in Bengal, to proceed to Muygshidabad with a force
consisting eof 500 European infantry and 50 artillery with
6 field-pieces, as also @ complete battalion of sepoys, 1,000
strong. In Caillaud Clive had absolute confidence. * There
is not a gentleman on this side of the Cage so well qualified to
be your Major as Captain Caillaud,” he wrote to the Court;
“1it is bard to say whethef his abilities or his zeal for your
service be greafer.” About December 26, 1759, Caillaud
with hisedetaehment reached Murshidabad.

Clive, who knew he could at any time overtake the troops,
remained at Calcutta engaged in the current bugness of the
hour and in composing a long General Létter to the Court
which wgs virtually an account of his stewardship now rapidly
drawing stoqa close. The tdne assumed by the Directors in
their recent dispa.tches,' their, carping criticism, their disregard
of the recommendations of the Bengal Government, and the
favouritism, shown in the bestowal of patronage had filled
Clive with dlsgust ahd defiance. His passion now waxed hot

at ‘ the unprovoked and general asperity” of a dispatch
just received by the Bengal Government. He considered
he Bad beea grossly insulted and wronged. In the 147th
Paragraph of the General Letter to the Court, dated December
28, 1759, he letr his anger bury. “ Permlt us to say that the
diction of*your letter 1s most unv.vorthy of yourselves and
us in whatever relation considered, either as masters to servants,
or gentlemen to gentlemen.” The General Letter proceeds,
with fierce denunciation, to ¢d&al with particular acts:
“ Groundless iﬁformatiops %have, without further scrutiny,
borne with you the“stamp of truth, though proceeding from

L
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those who had therein gbviously their own purpdse to serve,
no matter at whose ejpense.”” They appear® to have been
*“ only the source of genfiral reflections throwey out at random
against your faithful sefvants of this Rresidency—faithful, to
. L] . . . . .
little purpose, if the brdpth of scandal, joined to private pique
or private and personal t‘tachments, have power to blow away
in one hour the Merits of any years services, and deprive them
~ of that rank and those rising benefits which are justly a spur
to their integrity and a'pphcatlon The dispatch closed with
a warning : °

‘“The httle attention shown to these®considerations, in the in-
discriminate fagours heaped on some individuals, and undeserved
censures on others, will, we apprehend, lessen that spirit of zeal so
very essential fo the well-being of your affairs, and consequently, in
the end, if continued, prove the dest1uct10n of them. Prlvate views .
may, it is much to be feared, take th® lead here, from examples at
home, and no gentlemen hold your service longer, n8r exert themselves
further in it, than their own exigencies require. This being the real

state of your service, it becomes strictly our duty to'représent it in
the strongest light.”

The cha?ges were true, the criticism sound, the warning
greatly needed, but the dispatch would have been more con-
vineing-and forcible if it had possessed the precision angd dignity
which render Clive’s official egmmunications so effective’ This
General Letter was signed by Clive and four Members of
Council. The bitter terms in which it was expressed led 'to
grave results. * .

As soon as the letter was signed and dispatched, Clive,
accompanied by Forde, set out for Murshidabad to make
final arrangements regarding the forthcoming expedition and
to settle an important dispute which had arisen between the
Nawab and the ambitious Meeran. On December 26 Hastings
informed Clive that the ¥awab ‘considered the demands of the
Crown Prince most unr®asonable. * He insists upon his
taking the Field, to stay four years at Patna, to be allowed
12000 Horse with an immense Artillery &e., & to be regularly’
supplied with Money from the Revenues of Bengal for their

Maintenance, a Proposal the Nabob has positively refused
' .
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to consent to?> Hastings added, ““ I f§ncy the Nabob is averse
to an Expedition to the Northward frofn no other Reason than
his Saen’s obstinye Resolution to hage the Command of it.
If Qe could find Meansto get over thg Obstacle, I believe he
would be glad to go hlmself but thi}I fear®he wailts Spirit
to effect.” 1 o f,

Clive entered Murshidabad on Jarhary 6, and soon after
his_arrival he introduced Caillaud to the Nawab, recommended
hlm to his frlendshlp, and desired he would repose all the
conﬁdence.poss1ble in one who was well inclined and attached
to his interest.? Clive ®@vercame Meer Jaffier’s 8bjections to
the exped1t10n by arranging that Meeran should, not command
the troops he sent to accompany it. On January 14 he set out
‘with Forde on the return journey. Foul days later Caillaud
began his march to Patna, §oined by Meeran at the head of a
large force.® WHhrren Hastings wrote to Clive on January 19
as follows:

“ It will not give you much surprise, after such repeated Instances
of the Nabob’s irresolute & fickle Temper® to hear that the plan which
the Nabob agreed upon with you for the operatjpns of ¢he Campaign
is entirely oversett. °*Cassim allee Cgwn remains behind, and the
Chuta Ngbob under pretence of having met with a lucky Minute
exacted fgom his Father his c#®nsent that he should take the Field,
which Advantage he mgde immediate Use of, & marched out to

Saddoc baug, whene he received his*Dismission from the old Nabob
the Day before yesterday.”

On January, 20 Clive heard that the Nawab of Oudh was
prepared to enter Behar in support of the Shahzada. He at
once wrote and-informed Caillaud that he had ordered 200
Eurgpeans “in addition to the reinforcements this day
despatched to you to be in readiness to proceed after you. ...
If you meet with the Prince I am persuaded you will give a
good account of him; #nd that the sheck he will receive will
deter others from making any incursions into the Nawab’s
dominions.”

1 ¢ J.etter to the Hon’ble Rabert Clive @sq’from Warren Hastings, Muradbaug,
26th December 1759 Powis MSS. )

: %ol‘;)nel Caillaud’s evidencg—First Report of the Select Committee.
bi
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On his return to Cdlcutta; Clive laboured- assiduously to
the dispatch of those nfeasures of reform, civil and military,
which he found pendinf} when he apprised She public of his
mtentlon of remgnmg tlle office of Gove&rnor and returning to
England All classes, opean and Indian, were sore alarmed
and distressed a} the pr pect of his départure. ‘It appeared,”
said a contemporary “Wis if "the soul was departing from the
government of Bengal.” Warren Hastings wrote to Clive thes :
“ The Nabob ask’d me Jt I thought you could bespersuaded to
put off your design of returnlng to Europe; of wiich I gave
him but littR Hope.” Meer Jaffier cRafed at Clive’s control,
and he had iptrigued with the Dutch to get rid of it, but Clive’s
hardihood of resolutlon at that critical event had greatly
impressed bim. The magorlty of the nobles of the Murshidabad
Court were in favour of a revolufion, and tohe Nawab knew
that his tenure of the throne mainly depended on the strong
arm of Clive. Meer Jaffier’s mind was therefore not irfa happy
state at the approachlng departure of one to ‘whom he was
attached bqth by interest and inclination. “ The old Nabob

"Meer Jaffier, if ev@r Musselman had a friendship for a Chris-
tian,” Chve told the House of Commons, ““ had a feiendship
for me.” Clive knew how to deal with an Oriewbed prince ;
he was firm, candid, and cowrteops, biit he jever patronised.

In his dealings with Warren Hastings and the chief officials
his censure was at times conveyed in language too forcible,
but he was liberal in praise when it was 8ue, 4nd, alarmed at
losmg his support and guidance, they" begged him to post-
pone for another season his departfire. The European resi-
dents at Calcutta presented him with the.following address :

HonNBLE SirR,—The Inhabitants-of this Settlement, truely sensible
of the Benefits they have,received fromeyour generous Assistance,
in obtaining them Restitutign for the heavy Losses they sustained,
in the miserable Catastrophe of June 1756, and for your great Care
and Assiduity, in the Collecting of that Part of the Nabob’s Donation
do with the utmost Gratitude return their hearty and sincere Thanks
for those great Favors conferrd ®n them the Remgmbrance whereof
will be for ever indelible.

~On this Occasion we beg leave to observe that the present State .

A L
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of this Count‘ry appears to us to be vegy unsetiled, and that this
Colony which theo’ your means has been§so lately happily restored
with great additional Acquisitions so truefy beneficial to the Honble
Company, and m#€h to the Honor of thefBritish Nation, cannot be
deam’d perfectly secure®while there is sl strong an Appearance of -
intestine War, Foreign Inwasions, or Ifuption% from the inland
Country Powers, and whichis only prewe ted by the eminent Char-
acter you deservedly bear throughout the flogull’s I¥ominions.

From a due Consideration of the above, our Apprehensions are
grgatly alarm’d by the Report which is now current and publickly
agserted, that you intend to withdraw your Presence from us, and
take your Pasage to Europe this Seasonp and we cannot from the
present Fate of Things, but feel real Concern in the Knowledge of
what must pe the Consequ®nce of the Want of that Inffuence which is
derived from it. We therefore most humbly request that you will
please to deem this our precarious Situation worthy your most serious
Deliberation, and that you will from a tegder Regard for such a
Number of British Subjecls, your Countrymen at this great Distance
from their native Country, $hd a slight Reflection on the Miseries
that must attend #hem in your Absence, remain among us, untill such
Time as the Posture of Affairs shall wear a more favorable Aspect,
The Polidy of the Country be on a more stable footing, and this Settle-
ment in a Situation more secure and less liable to the Insults of every
Invader, who from our present Weakfess may attempt our Ruin,
And we flatter ourselves that we have not less {o hope®or, from that
good Disposition & Generosity which you have on all Occasions shown
toward ys. .

Your _.Compliance with th# our most earnest Sollicitation will
forever ome us to subsqribe ourselves with most sincere and gratefull
Respect, Honble Sy, Your mosé oblifed, and Most Obedient Servants.

Clive iy his reply stated that, though the “ ill treatment
he had received from the Court of Directors in their last dis-
patch had fully determined him to resign the service of the
Company, “ yet'I could=waive all personal considerations, and
without hesitation ,comply with your request, did the state
of your affairs really require my making such a sacrifice to
you.” But the arrival of Major Caillaud with reinforcements
and the mear approach’ of the detachments from the Sirears,
he told them, had ensured them fron} the least shadow of danger
for some time to come. °‘ In the interim, proper measures may
be taken at home for the bettergseeurity of this valuable settle-
ment, to prombte which, ybu may depend upon my exerting

my utmost interests; and I may perhaps be able to serve
L
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you more effectually thin by my continuing hére.” There
was one substantial reafbn he did not advance—the state of
his health. But his aifn all during his lifeywas to conceal
his mysterious malady d not let his intense suffering intgr-
fere with "the dlscharge f his offici#l duties. The rapid suc- -
cession of momentous. |}¥ents, Whlch he alone could guide
and control, had already’ led him to delay his departure long
beyond the horizon of prudence. It was now full time fgr
him to-be gone. An. Jnfant son lay sick unto dgath, but the
. voyage must not be postponed A faded letter preserved by
a mother’s lo%e informs us that the by died a few days after
his departure, .

On February 21, J760, Clive sailed for England When
he had landed at Fulta on December 16, 1756, he found a few
fever-stricken Englishmen, who had escaped as fearful a doom
as any on record, and a ruined settlement. BeYore two months
were ended he had driven Surajah Dowla and his wast aamy out
of Calcutta, and on its ruins there rose a city which became
a centre of English enterprise, and it will always represent
the patient endurahee and force of will qf the Briton. The
old trading citadel was given over to the,Custom Hquse and
other offices, and Clive laid th& foundation anQ_,Jwatched
Vlgllantly the erection of a fart which would shelter an‘army.
Before four months had passed Clive had captured Chander-
nagore, the gate of the great water highway leading to Hindu-
stan, and had destroyed French power in Bengald. On June 28,
1757, one year and two days after the tragedy, of the Black
‘I:Iole, he routed the Nawab’s army “on the field of Plassey,
and the English obtained the patronage of the richest kjng-
dom in India. The new Sovereign, whom Clive placed on the
throne, ceded to the Company, some lands small in extent
near the city of Caléuttd] but there wis planted the first seed
of territorial acquisition Which grew into an empire. Clive
created and disciplined a considerable force. He guarded the
. Nawab from the conspiracies gf his grandees, and he defeated
the invaders of his territory. On®the eve of hls departure he
humbled the Dutch. He had during the course of three years

(3
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carried out il the most difficult circums§ances a course of actions,
political and m#litary, without a failurq and closing in complete
success. P
«As the Royal George, on which Flive and bis w1fe had
embarked was ‘ coming *out of the fiver ot Bengal, it was
met with an express, dispatched front ghe coast of Coromandel,
with advice that Colonel Coote, -hav g attacked the French
in_their intrenchments, the latter were totally defeated with
the loss of their cannon and baggage, General Lally wounded,
and M. d¢ Bussy and Col. Murphy taken prisoners. On our
side, Col. Brereton, thes second in command, wés killed.” 1

The news was true. On January 22, 1760, Eyre Coote
had completely defeated Lally outside the Fort of Wandewash.
While Clive was destroying the power of *the Dutch in Bengal,
events prepared the way *for that battle which shook the
whole fabric of Prench power in Southern India to its founda-
tion. The contest was confined almost entirely to the Euro-
pean soldiers, who were about 2,000 on each side, and the
battle was won by the skill and courage of Eyrg Coote, and
by the imperturbahle steadmess of the British soldier, which
has nevgr failed. |, .

On Jgguary 23 at noBn came in a note from Colonel
Coote as follows : . .

“1 have j_ust'time to acc.luaint you that we have beat the
Enemy on_ the Field of Battle, M Bussy & Colonel Murphy
taken Prisoners.” 2 e

1« Annual Register, 1760 Chronicle.”
2/ Selections from the Medras Records,” edited by G. W. Forrest.
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({IHAPTER IV
\

1760-1764 : CL'IVE IN ENGLAND
o

Ox~ the * 9th of July 17 60——The Royal George EaSt Indlaman,
Captain Beamish, arrivéd at Portsmouth from Beng@l Colonel
Clive and hi®lady came passengers im her.” . After lanalng
they pushed on with all speed, and were soon agaln in the
old home in ‘Swithin’s Lane. .

On Monday, ““ 14tK July 1760 Colonel Clive was introduced
to his Majesty at Kensington with Richard Clive his father
and were most graciously received.” 2 Cli®e’s arrival was
welcomed not only by the gracious distinction ,of hjs Sove-
reign, but also by the warmest acknowledgments of the East
India Company and by the general applause of his country-
men. At a Genelal Court of the Directors and Proprietors,
held on Wednesday, Septethber 24, 1760 Resolved unani-
mously that the thanks of thise Court be glveuo Vice-
Admiral Pocock, Colonel Ropert Clive,s and Colonel Stringer
Lawrence for their many, eminent and signdl services to the
Company.” The chronicler-informs us that It is supposed
that the General can realise £1,200,0000in gash, bills, and
jewels; that his lady has a casket of jewels which are esti-
thated at least at £200,000. So that ke may with propriety be
said to be the richest subject in the three kingdoms.” 3

Though Clive did not possess the colossal wealth which
his countrymen imagined, he brought home, a substantlal
fortune which returned hém an ificome ®f about £18,000 a year,
and this with the quit-ren® of the jaghire, about £27,000, gave

1¢ Annual Register, Chronicle.”” Malcolm states:  Clive could not have
reached England before September, or October, 1760.”—Malcolm, Vol. II., p.
190. This statement has misled sibsejuent biographers.

2¢ Clive (Robert), 1st Baron Clive's Eorrespondence W1th the Duke of
Newcastle, 1757-1767.”

¥ Annual Register for the Year 1760,” p. 120
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him an income of upwards of £40,004. Clive did not acquire
the bulk of his Wealth by trade, nor by§he slow and sure process
of economy, bufgby the swift fortund of war. Few men who
have gained great ricles cared less forjthem. He valued them
as an instrument for the %atisfaction $f the f)assion Yor power
and the gratification of the affectiong . Wheg he obtained a
magnificent reward for his services®at Plassey, he-showed
hifiself as a man bountiful in money matters. He spent not
less than £5Q,000 in gifts and annuities on those near to him
whom he loved and on others on whom he bestowed his
friendship ,and regard. ®As an addition to the hafldsome allow-
ance which he gave his parents, he directed his ggents to vest
a sufficient sum of money to produce an annuity of £500 for
his thriftless father, whose pecuniary embarrassments were a
constant source of anxiety. He also directed his agents to
keep a coach for’ his parents, and to meet the cost he instructed
them to invest a sum of money which would return £300 a
year. A further sum was to be invested to produce an annuity
of £150 for his aunts. He ordered £2,000 to be paid to each of
his five sisters. “ I would advise the lass®s to marry as soon
as possible,” he wrete, ‘ for they have.no time to lose.” He
investedmi sum of money*which would produce an annuity
of £500 for his Old commapdereStringer Lawrence, who was
with con51derable difficulty persuaded to accept it. The
largesse of which he was so prodigal absorbed another £10,000.
There never was & more generous and faithful friend than
Robert Clive.. It was in the character of a son, a brother an'd
a friend, and not of a¥ictorious commander, that Clive was
most eagerly expegted and most warmly welcomed.
Darkness, however, soon fell on Clive’s bright home- -coming.
He had, at the-call of duty stayed too long in Bengal. Before
leaving Calcutta he had an attack ot gout, and soon after his
arrival in England a severe attack shattered his muscular frame
and shook his powerful mind. For this Clive went to Bath.
When he had been there some®time, the sudden death of
George II. produced a gr%at change in public affairs. The

waters of the famous health resort had somewhat restored Clive’s
L
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vigour and the excitemeht of an approaching election enabled
him in a measure to ca{t off his gloom. Soon after Plassey,
when fortune smiled on Lim, he wrote, “ 1 intnd getting into
Parliament.” Hg now flunged into the turbid waters of home
politics. It was the mo corrupt perlod in our political history.
Lavish was thg expen iture on, the wholesale purchase of
boroughs, and the corruption®of members was gross and sys-
tematic. Clive was only thirty-five years of age. He was
ambitious and he was rich. With wealth to back him arfYd
troops of adherents he would gather influence and b® a power
in the State. %He proceeded to buy borbughs and to«ontribute -
-handsomely towards the expenses of fighting elections. "The
Duke of Newecastle, gwell skilled in the art of corruption,
governed the polltlcal machine. He was his own chief whip.
He knew the intrigues of every Borouoh and his primary
interest in public affairs was to maintain himself as chief wire-
puller. On December 3, 1760, Clive wrote to hith as follows :

My Lorp DukE,~—I think it my duty to.inform You that some
time ago the &entlemen of Worcester made me an offer of returning
me a Member of tha? City; but being otherwise Engaged I recom-
mended my friend and Relatidn Mr. Walsh which was acgepted of
& a few days ago he set out for Worcester & arrived there finding no
opposmon but lately Mr. Tracey has opposed him & 1t‘B’mported
he is Countenanced by Your Grace qu a supposmon he is not of a
right way of thinking, I beg leave to assure Your Grace, he is the
greatest of Friends to His Majesty, the Nation and its’ present happy
Constitution and as muc¢h attached to Yeur Grace as M¥self or any
of my family, I shall esteem it the greatest of obfigations if Your
Grace will look upon Mr. Walsh in the same light which I do and
You will be persuaded that I am - .

Your Grace’s :
Most devoted obligede& hum. Serv: ®
Batn ROBERT CLIVE.
3 Dect 1760.1 o

° .

Clive’s strenuous endegvours to have Walsh ac.cepted as
a candidate for Worcester did not meet with success. He
himself, however, found no d1fﬁculty in obtaining a seat. On
April 27, 1761, he was elected asya member for Shlewsbury,

1e¢ Chve {Robert), 1st Baron Clive's Correspomdence with the Duke of New-
castle, 1757-1767.”
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a representation the more agreeable fs it was the chief town
of his own courlty. Clive made his re3ppearance in Parliament
as a disciple of Pj#t, for whose brilliant genius and foreign policy
a great soldier statestan was bound to haye a sympathetic
admiration. Clive also fdund in the force of personal associa-
tion an injunction to hail Pitt as a leafler. Hegwas acquainted
with him before he left England ; he had kept in touch with
high by correspondence. Pitt had spoken of Clive in terms of
highest praige, and Pitt’s sympathy and power had, when
affairs ineBengal were most critical, been of great service to
him. . * ’

An ambitious man, anxious for place and distinction,
Clive entered the House of Commons,, but he was equally
anxious for the prosperity and security of England’s possessions
in India, and he hoped by the influence of Pitt to have measures
passed which would conduce to that end. Clive had the imag-
ination #o apprehend a new phenomenon. A trading company
was fast becoming a sovereign over large territories, and he
did not consider the Company by its constitution §it to assume
the duties and respensibilities of spvereignfy. Twelve months
before he left Calcusta he wrote a long detter to Pitt in which
he suggesked in guarded anguage that the English nation
should acquire the abYolute, sovereignty of * these rich king-
doms,” Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. The numerous corrections
and marginal notes in the original draft testify to the great
labour which Me bektowed on the composition of this State
paper. After.remarking on ‘the vast advantages gained
to the Company ™’ by a freaty due to the success of the English
arms, he states thay he had represented to them

““in the strongest terms the expediency of sending out and keeping
up const!in;dy such a forae as will enablg them to embrace the first
opportunity of further aggrandising themselves; and I dare pro-
nounce, from a thorough knowledge of this country government,
and of the genius of the people, acquired by two years’ application
and experience, that such an opp%rtunity will soon offer.”

If Meer Jaffier considerea it his interest to break with us,
*“ the obligations he owes us would prove no restraint.” More-
. .
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over, Meer Jaffier was advanced in years, ““ and his son is so
cruel, worthless a young fellow, and so apparently an enemy
to the English, that it will be almost unsafe tgusting him with
the succes.smn' Tw‘o tousand European troops would secyre
the English agalns’c any, apprehenswns from either the one or
the other; ‘“apd, in e se of thglr daring to be troublesome,
. enable the Company to take the sovereignty upon themselves.”
Clive then put forward the fallacy which has influenced mapy
statesmen and been an 'apology for further aggregsion: o

““ There wiq be the less difficulty in bringing about suéh an event,
as the natives themselves have no attachnfent whatever to particalar
princes ; and asyunder the present Government, they have no security
for their lives or properties, they would rejoice in so happy an exchange
as that of a mild for a &espotic Government : and there is little room
to doubt our easily obtaining the Moghul’s sunnud (or grant) in con-
firmation thereof, provided we agre€d to pay him thé st1pu1ated
allotment out of the revenues, viz. fifty lacs annmlly.”

The Oriental prefers a rough, despotic sovereign who rules
according to the ancien$ customs of his ancestors and by
methods safictionegl by traditien, rather than the.best alien
administrative efficiency. The main drift’ of the letter, how-
ever, was, that not the Company Qut the Crown shoulfl assume
the sovereignty of Bengal. The mind which at that™me could
travel to such a far-reaching change was worthy of a great
statesman. The following are the reasons which Clive put
‘fo'rw‘ard with considerable skill for carrying out ths measure:

“ But so large a sovereignty may posslbly be an object too ex-
Yensive for a mercantile Company ; andait is to be feared they are
not of themselves able, without the nation’s assistance, to maintain
so wide a dominion. I have therefore presyned, Sir, to repyesent
this matter to you, and submit it to your consideration, whether the
execution of a design, that may hereafter be still Larried to greater
lengths, be worthy of the Government’s tgking it in hand.e I flatter
myself T have made it pretty clear to you, that there Will be little
or-no difficulty in obtammg the absolute possession of these rich
kingdoms ; and that with the Moghul’s own consent, on condition
of paying him less than a fifth of the revenues there of. Now I leave
you to judge, whether an incom® yearly of upwards of two millions
sterling, with the possession of th$ee provmces abounding in the
most valuable productions of nature and df art, be an object deserving



Clive in England 177

take the proper mgasures to secure such an §cquisition,—an acquisition
which, under the management of so able afd disinterested a minister
would prove a sou#fe of immense wealth to the kingdom, and might
in {ime be appropriated®in part as a fund towart.is diminjshing the
heavy load of debt under which we at present labour. Add to these

advantages the influence we shall thereb acqulre over the several
European nations engaged in the commer e here, which these could
no longer carry on but through our ifidulgence, and under such limita-
tions as we should think fit to prescribe. It is well worthy considera-
tioh, that this project may be brought about without draining the
m8ther country, as has been too much thescase with our possessions
in Americas’ .

the public atttntion ; and whether it be \\vorth the nation’s while to

[
L 4
The letter was entrusted to Walsh, who was on his way

home, to be delivered personally to Pitt. Before leaving
India, Clive had not heard how Pitt had r®ceived the proposals
suggested. On November 26, 1759, Walsh wrote to Clive
informing him of his interview with Pitt. ‘It was not till
six days ago,” he said, ‘ that I had admittance to Mr. Pitt.
He had Made one or two appointments, but was obliged by
business to postpone them, for cersainly he has an infinite
deal on his hands.” Pitt received Walsh ¢ with ®the utmost
politeness, and we had a #éte-d-téte for an_hour and a quarter,”
of which® Walsh give$ Clive he partlculars :

“ He'?gan by menthmng how much he was obliged to you, and
for the marks you bad given him of your friendship ; and then began
on the subject of your letter. I said I was apprehensive, from my
not having had the honour to speak with him before, that he looked

upon the affair a5 chimerical : he assured me, not at all, but very
practicable ; but that it was of a very nice nature.”

It was certainly an afuair of the most delicate nature. Pitt
then proceeded to mention two main obstacles to its accom-
plishment : The Company’s charter would not expire for
twenty years, and that ° upon some late transactions it had
been mquwed into, whtther the Coﬁlpany s conquests and
acquisitions belonged to them or the Crown, and the Judges
seemed to think to the Company.” Walsh added, ‘“ He spoke
this matter a little darkly, andel tannot write upon it with
precision.” Pitt was in a &ifficult position. It was due to

him that a charter was granted to the Company in 1757, by
M [ 4
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which the moiety of all plinder and booty *“ which shall be taken
from the Moors,” that Jfad been reserved till the pleasure of
the Crown should be known, should. be givent{o the Company.
In 1758 g more important charter wae given. It expresgly
granted to the Company power to cede, restore or dispose of
any fortresses, \districbs‘ or terri:coriés acquired by conquest
from any of the Indian prinees or governments during the
late troubles between the Company and the ““ Nabob of Bengal,”
or which should be acquired by conquest in time goming. Pikt
could hardly in 1760 promote a measure which would deprive
the Company f their direct power ovef Bengal. He, however,
stated that it was not proper that the Company should have
the yearly income of upwards of two millions sterling, “ nor
the Crown, for such a revenue would endanger our liberties,”
and that Clive had shown his good %ense by the application of -
it to the public. ‘‘ He said the difficulty of effecting the affair
was not great, under such a genius as Colonel Clive ; ebut the
sustaining it was the pomt it was not probable he would be
succeeded by persons equal to the task.”

Pitt evidently sympathlsed with the line of policy marked
out by Clive, which wes as vivid and corzect in concepiion as
it was patriotic in motives.” But’the difficulties dt.ghe time,
were too great even for Pitteto oyercorfe. Chve s letter was,
however, the germ of the Parliamentary measures which led
step by step to the transfer of the substance of authority
from the Company to the Crown. The letter i» dated January
7, 1759. On August 2, 1858, the Royal assen{ was given to
the final measures by which the govePnment ‘of the territories
and all powers vested in, or exercised by, the Company,* in
trust for JHer Majesty” shall cease to be vested in, - or
exercised by, the Company . .

Clive had been only® a few months’ in Parllament when he
lost the support of Pitt, “Who on October 5 handed over his
seal to the King. The Duke of Newcastle, however, still con-
tinued to be First Lord of the Treasury, and George Grenville,
with whom Clive had contracted a close friéndship, was in
the Cabinet. Clive now spent his time between London and
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Bath. He burchased as his town residence the lease of a
spacious house®in Berkeley Square, ard there the leading men
of the time press#l around him and courted his intimacy. The
yaung Sovereign rec®ived him with great .distinctg'on. But
the applause of his countrymen, the r.eception given him by his
Sovereign, and the marked attention paid him sy the Ministers
were not sufficient to feed the-flame of his warm ambition.
Hj?® aspirations are vaguely set forth in a letter addressed to
Newecastle on,May 8, 1761 : “ If less had been said,” he wrote,
“1 should have been less ambitious and consequently less
unhappy.”, Clive desirtd that his great servifts should be
more definitely recognised by an honour from the source of
honour. Newecastle was bound to gratify the ambition of one
who was in the House of Commons at the head of a body of
adherents, and, a sharp beStower of patronage, he attempted
to satisfy it by tfle bestowal of an Irish peerage and the promise
of future higher honours. On October 18, 1761, Clive wrote
a letter to Newcastle which now explains the paradox how he
came to be created Baron Clive of 'Plassey, County Clare, in
the Kingdom of Ireland: *

L]

“ MY.LORD DUKE:—I justenow learn from Mr. Jones that your
Grace is#fesirous of having my intended title in order to put a finish-
ing touch to the Z{onoﬂr His.Maje!sty’s intends me through your
Grace’s interest.

Being in possession of an Estate in Ireland of nearly 2000£ per
annum I hdve given orders to have it called Plassey the name of the
place where we dained our great Victory in India to which I owe all
my good Fortune, if therefore Your Grace thinks there is no Improg
priety in the thing I propose my Title to be Robert Lord Clive Baron
of Plassey in the Kingdom of Ireland but this I submit as well as
every thing else to Yeur Grace being with the greatest respect

Y* Graces
. Most devoted & obliged humble Serv
BerxELEpY SQF . ¢ . RoBERT CLIVE.
13th Feb’, 1761. °

Among the townlands in County Clare which Clive pur-'
chased was Ballykilty, whose marhe he changed to Plassey.
“ Ballykilty is®in the parkh of Quin,” writes a learned
. antiquary, “close to the Franciscan abbey founded by the
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Macnamaras. It is bounded on the west by the® little river
Rhine.” Plassey in Cdunty Clare bounded *by the river
Rhine, seems redolent of Ireland.! - N\

L
On Décember®1, 1761, Clive wrote thus to Newcastle : °

My Lorp Dugg,—I thou‘ght before this to have kissed the King’s
hand for the Honor his Majesty has Been pleased to bestow upon me
and at the same time to have testified my Gratitude to Your Grace
as the first Cause and Principal Promoter of this Honor. In a few
days I still hope to have that Pleasure, in the meangtime give me
leave to assure Your Grace I think as I ought of this gregt mark of
your Graces Favor and shall upon all occagions be ready to convince
Your Grace how much I.am .

+ * Your Graces
* . Most devoted & obliged humble Serv?,
BatH, ° RoBERT CLIVE.
1 Dec., 1761. .

The letter which Clive wrote to Major Carnac on Fébruary
22, 1762, reveals his feelings on the subject. He observes:
~ “If health had not desegted me on my first arrival in England,
in all probabijity I had been an English peer, instead of an Irish one,
with the promise of & red riband. I know I cpuld have bought the
title (which is usual), but‘ that I was above, and the honours I have
obtained are free and voluntary. My yiShes mhy hereafter Bt accom-
plished.” ) ~

L]

Many and various were “the eongratulatéons which Clive
received on his increase of rank. It was, however, inevitable
that his splendid position and his power ig the polifical world
should create jealousies and animosities. The chief among
those whose jealousy he aroused was Lawrence Sulivan, Chair-
man of the Court of Directors. The two men, as we learn
from their letters, had been on friendly tefms when Clive %as
in Bengal. Sulivan had warmly praised Clive’s successes,
and Clive had written $o his friendseamong the prdprietors
to vote for Sulivan’s election to the chair. Both men were
greedy of power. Lawrence Sulivan was a man of under-

1 The paper on Clive in the ‘¢ Biographia Britannica’ states that ‘“ his
Sovereign conferred upon him, on theYirst_of December, in the year 1751, the
dignity of Baron in the kingdom of Trelad by the title of Lord Clive Baron
Plasse in the County of Clare.”” The patent is dated Dublin, March 15, George
111, second year of his reign. o

. L J
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standing afd considerable natural parts, and of strong will,
who had accumulated wealth in Bombay. He was no sooner
landed as Chairp#an than his knowledge of an Indian Presidency
and its administratiot, a knowledge which fey of his colleagues
possessed, and his ability, made him quickly ‘ the autocrat
of the India House.” It'is easy to see that causes for disagree-
ment would arise between two-resolute men greedy of power,
grfd Clive cannot be acquitted of a share in the responsibility
of producing a bitter feud. A copy of his letter to Pitt was
Sent to Sulivan. He had not, like Clive, the genius of a great
administrator, and he®was incapable of formifg an opinion
on the wise policy suggested by Clive. He was the Chairman
of a company, able by force of charactey to overawe men, and
he took a purely official view of the matter. He considered
that it was a gross act of insubordination for the Governor
of a Province, who was the servant of the Company, to write
to & Mimister suggesting a curtailment of the Company’s power.
The unfortunate letter, which Clive drafted on the eve of his
departure from India, reached the Court, andgits insulting
language inflamed. the wrath of Sulivan®and his colleagues,
and this anger was.mothing but naturak Clive was out of the
reach gf their power, but they positively ordered and directed
that immediately on feceipy of their General Letter to Bengal,
dated January 21, 1761, all those persons still remaining in
the Company’s service who signed the dispatch ‘ be dismissed
from the Confpany®s service; and you are to take care that
they be not permitted, on any consideration, to continue iP
India, but that they dre to be sent to England by the first
ships which returg home the same season you receive this
letter.” 1

On Mgrch 1.6, 1761,eSulivan wrotegto Eyre Coote as follows :

“The Behaviour of the then Ben%all Gentlemen to you being
similar to their Treatment to their Masters, it puts an End to all
reasoning, still your detention at Madrass verifies that reflection of
Pope upon human Foresight ¢ Wieatéver is, is best.” & how much
are we indebte to Providence, for this Disobedience to our Orders.

L]
1 Mill’s *“ History of British India,” Vel. IIL, p. 226.
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Your Country & your friend share the honor of you; masterly &
prosperous Conduct. General Lawrence has peruséd your Journal,
he publickly applauds your Dispositions, and dgclares they were
striking Proofs of great Military abilities. M: Pitt, who you know
was a Soldier by Pgofession, has done you high Honour in publishiffg
his Sentiments, & with him you are a Tip-top favourite. The East
India Company QJave a grat®ful Sense of your Services; Praises of
such Weight & Dignity must admifiister infinite Satisfaction to a
good Mind & I know you will enjoy them. .
Your Letter of the 15! of Feb? alarmed Me beyond ‘expressioa,
no one was (I found) Master of the Contents, for the Gov' & Councid
(I suppose) had not time %o mention it, & therefore fhe .whole was
concealed, but very fortunately subsequent Advices, via Anjango,
inform’d us that You had taken — by Storm, whichs proved to
Me that You hagd reassumed the Command, & now to the Matter
itselfl—My dear Coote you was absolutely wrong, the Gov’ & Council
no less so—You should ot have nominated the Commanding officer
without their previous Consent & A];(;Proval, but once done, they.
should have considered your great & distinguish’d Services, & over-
looked their own Prerogative, ¢ What dire Effects ffom trivial Causes
spring *—May this find you happy in Harmony.” * .

’

Both Sulivan and Clive gere given to quoting Pope. Silivan
added : ° )

[ ]

“ Our People at Madrass we find are ‘hot-headed, but they are
able, generous & open,*-I can smother thefr Rebukes, ¢%ut the
ungrateful Wretches, late of Bengall,%have hurt my Tempeg, Pray
keep up a friendly Correspondgnce with (eneral Lawrence, he is
great & good, I adore him for his di%®tinguished & noble Spirit—As
I conclude you are now at Bengall, be well with Vamsittart, I beg;
from his Character he is high in my Esteem, & from his Virtues &
Abilitys, I expect that lawless Settlement sof Calcutta, will be
reformed to Decency & Qrder—our Military Expences are amazingly
lerge even beyond what we can possibly sgpport for any time, Pray
manifest your Regard to the Company in cutting off every necessary
Charge, & do not let us be loaded with that c.ruel Article of Bgtta,
when it can be avoided.” 2 ,

Clive had been the chief of “.the thgn Bengall Gentdemen,”
and he was the head of / the ungrateful Wretchés, late of
Bengall,” but Sulivan did not fail to maintain amicable corre-
spondence with him. He redoubled his profession of friend-
ship and respect. Ina letter &ate@'September 29 he states:

1 Letter from Mr. Sulivan to Colonel Coote, London, March V16, 1761.—
Powis MSS. 2 Powis MSS.
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“ Need I’say’that it mortifyes me when I cannot oblige You;
especially as itseso rare that You call upon me, but upon my Word
to serve S* Rowlagds Son in the way You point out will be imprac-
ticable ; having within these two Months refus’d some high Applica-
tons & abo! 6 Months®past M* Sec’ Pitt rece? 2 Negati.ve.” 1

He adds: . ¢

‘ But really Sir Vansittart has embarass’d me—-a‘most impertinent

Paragraph bordering upon Insolence is inserted in their last General
Lelter taxing us with injustice in sending Factors abroad to supersede
those who ha.ve great Merit & Abilitys ;—these animadversions are
“m favour of a parcel of Boys whose Friends here having Copys of the
Remonstratmg Paragraph are Noisy & troublesome, however to
compleat the Scene Vansittart by the very same Coilveyance presses
me to appoint Doctor Hancock & one Parker Heatly Factors at
Bengall & tells me that MT Lyon Brother to L? Strathmore (& one
of those they write against) is a fine Youthe& will do honour to the
Service—is this Treatment c.andid, or becoming ? ** 2

The negotiadions for peace with France had been begun,
and.continugd for some time when, on July 20, news reached
London of the fall of Pondicherry. After the decisive victory
of Wandewash, Eyre Coote conducted the campaign with such
vigour and unremlttlng success that some of the most im-
portant, stronwholds of the French s00n fell into the hands of
the victors. On J anuary 23, 1760, the great battle was fought :
on Fefuary 2, Eyre Coote laid siege to Arcot, whose fort had
been more stromly fortified since the memorable defence by
Clive. Eight days after, Eyre Coote wrote to “The Hon’ble
The President, andeCouncil, Fort St. George ”

“ I have the pleasure of acquainting you, that I am now in posses-
sion of the Fort ofsArcot. «The Garrison (which Consisted of 11 Officer$,

203 Europeans & between 2 & 300 Seapoys) surrendered Prisoners
of War this morning” 3

The fort of Permacoil, situated about eighteen miles north-
west of*it, was reckoned by the Fremch as the key of Pondi-
cherry. The citadel crowned a rugged rock some three hundred
feet high, at whose base was a pitiah, or town, surrounded by
ud walls. On March 6 Ejre Soote wrote :

1 Letter from Mr. Sulivan to C#onel Clive, Mile End Green, September 29,
1761.—Powis MSS. 2 Ibid.
2 Letter from Eyre Coote, Arcot Village, February 10, 1760.
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“ I have the pleasure to inform you that Permacdil surrendered
to me last night. The Situation of this place is gf such a nature,
that I may venture to say with 50 Europeans & 2 Companies of Sea-

- poys, I could defend it for twelve months agaﬁst any Army that
could be brought against it—and to make use of Colonel Kennelyg’s
own expression, rfothing but Devils or, Monkeys could take it—we
had the ladders upon the Men’s Shoulders to put against the walls ;
when he surremMered.” »

Eyre Coote now marched towards Pondicherry, and-c.)n

March 11 he went to reconnoitre the north bounds of the .
3 . . o .

town. I determined %o get as good a sight as possiple of thert”
side, and acgordingly went close up.o I had a good view of
their batteries without a soul giving ‘'me the least disturbance.”
That night he had an interview with Bussy, whom he had
summoned to return%o his camp.
~ ““His behaviour on this occasion,” says Eyre Coote, “ has con-
firmed me in the opinion I always had of him—tha® of a man of strict
honor. He had a general Council of the French Nation held ,upen
him before he came away, in which they declared hil at liberty to
continue at Pondicherry, notwithstanding which and the most severe

reflections thrown on him b% Mr. Lally, were not sufficient to make
him break tit parolg he had given me.” 2

On March 12 thestrong fort of Alamparva, to the north .
of Pondicherry, surrendered, and® Karikal now remasaed the
only station on the coast, ex#ept Bondicherry, in the possession
of the French. Xarikal, blockaded by His Majesty’s squadron
under Rear-Admiral Cornish and besieged by a small force
sent from Trichinopoly, surréendered, aftér a Brief resistance,
on April 5. It was a severe loss, as it was the outlet for the
rich country of Tanjore, and Lally hoped it would be a port
of considerable service when d’Ache with his fleet appeared.
On the 16th Valdore surrendered, and, about the same time,
Fort St. David and Cuddalore were ag%‘in in British passession.

In April, 1760, Adn°1ir.al Pocock, who had ren8ered such
splendid service, had sailed for England, and been succeeded
by Stevens, his able second in command. And Stevens readily
gave assistance to Eyre Coott. JAs the British forces closed

* Letter from Eyre Coote, Tindavanom, Magch 6, 1760,
% Letter from Eyre Coote, Camp before Allumparva, March 11, 1760.
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in upon Pordicherry, Stevens established a rigorous blockade.
Lally, for many weary months, watched for d’Ache’s fleet,
which he heard h4d sailed for the coast, and which alone could
sgve him. Sore presed, he now made overtures to Hyder
Ali, the young commander of a detachment at the siege of
Trichinopoly, who was now the chief of a fonmidable army,
and the virtual ruler of Mysore - An agreement was concluded.
Hyder was to supply a certain amount of provisions for Pondi-
cherry, and ,a force of 2,000 horse and 4,000 sepoys, with
STtﬂlery, oto *be subsidised by the French. The Mpysoreans,
increasing, in numbers,® and collecting large hetds of cattle,
swept down the country. In a letter dated.July 19, Kyre
Coote informs the Presidency that Major More
‘“has had an Engagement with the Mysoréans, and by my different
intelligence from Hircars am® afraid it has ended much to his dis-

advantage, what corroborates this conjecture is, the Mysoreans passing

the River with their Convoy of Provisions, and the junction of part
of them With Mr., Lally.”

He added in a postscript : .
*
* The French fireq a salute this afternoon of $2 Guns upon hearing,

as [ suppose, the aﬁai‘r between him (More)‘and the Mysoreans.” 1

® .

It swas, however, a mere passing gleam of success. A few
days after, July 21, 1%60, Byre €oote wrote :

““ I have n8w the pleasure to Acquaint you that the Fort of Ville-
nour is in wour possession, Yesterday at 12 o’Clock at Noon we took
it by storm, in the face of the whole French Army and the Mysoreans,
who joined them the Evening before to the number of 4000 ; they
were marchmg down to jts relief, with several heavy Cannon, but
upon seeing our Colours hoisted, and the Salute fired from the Fort
they retired, at the Same time Cannonading us with 24-pounders.”

The Mysorgans, though dexterous as marauders, brought
in provigons barely Sufficient for ¢heir own consumption.
And when they found the blockad® grow more rigorous, and
they began to feel the pressure of want, they decamped one
Thight from the glacis of Ppndjcherry.

Lally now —eceived a fa greater blow than the departure

1 Letter from Eyr% Coote, Perambeck, Jnly 19, 1760.
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of the Mysoreans. At the close of July twd véssels escaped
the vigilance of the English fleet and anchored bff Pondicherry.
They were frigates, the Hermione and the Buleine, forerunners
of the long-expected fleet, Lally thofight. They told kim
that d’Ache had been forb1dden b‘y the French Government
to return to the Coromandel Coast. Lally realised the gravity
of the news, but he noumshed-hls hope, and calamities excited
his courage and quickened his endeavours. The secret *was
scrupulously guarded, and he spread the repory that a gr@——
fleet would shortly anchor before Pondicherry. .
MeanwhiR:, ships and men continted to come ,to Madras.
On July 81 the Company’s ships arrived in the road of Cudda-
lore, and two days after came another which had separated
from them. They had on board 600 men drafted from regi-
ments in England to replace the®casualties in Draper’s and
Coote’s corps. A month after, September 27 there arrived at
Cuddalore three of the King’s ships convoying seveml Jf the
Company’s from England. ¢ Of the men-of-war two were
the dmericg and Medwdy, each 60 guns, which compleated
the squadron befote Pondicherry to 17 sail of the line.” On
board the Company’seships was part of @ Highland aegiment
under Major Hector Munro, the ghllant soldier who hag a high
title to rank with England’s best, and bravest commanders.
Lally, seeing that he was every day bemg girdled with a
ring of iron, determined to smash it by a decisive,blow. He
formed a daring plan for surprising at night the English lines.
On the night of September 4 the columns sallied forth. The
surprise was complete. The redoubt®on thé left was taken,
but in the centre the attack and defence were fierce. 4The
column sent to attack the camp in rear did not reach its
destination in time to co- opergte, and the other divigions had
to retire with heavy losS. But the friitless effort d#d not turn
Lally’s determination to Continue the defence, and the proud
and gallant soldiers of France, when the cloud gathered to
overwhelm them, displayed®tBeir fidelity and devotion. - When
September came, Eyre Coote had completed “the investment

on all sides. .In the beginning of October the stormy monsoon
L
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season began, and, owing to the rains, little could be done;
but Admiral Stevens who had, at the urgent request of the
Madras Governmént, consented to remain on the coast, in
spite of the imminent®risk he ran, continued to mgjntain a
vigilant blockade. Early’in Decemper, when the weather
began to be fine, regular siege operations werd commenced,
and bombarding batteries erected. They were playing on the
town when the Old Year passed. In the first hours of 1761
=g ryclonic stosm smote the coast. Eyre Coote thus com-
municatedsthe news to Madras on January 2 :
L4 4
To Tae HoNouraBLE THE PrRESIDENT &%
CounciL oF ForRT St. GEORGE.
GENTLEMEN,—After the most terrible nigh®of wind and rain that
I was ever witness to, I have this morning the most dismal prospect,
our fleet (I am afraid) entirel§ destroyed, four of the ships we see
dismasted, and two®more on shore, The beach is covered with pieces
of wrgcks. The Army almost in as great distress, having our tents,
hutts and® every thing belonging to us entirely destroyed. Great
numbers of the black people, Men, Women & Children have been
killed. I fear greatly for the Ship Duk®, she had the greater part
of her stores on board. It is'absolutely necessary that® you Gentle-
men exert your utmost by sending us as speedy supplies as possible,
to make @p for this unfortunate disaster, and to enable us at the
same time to push on the siege®with vigour. I am by this shocking
scene of confusion so hurrigd, which prevents me from saying anything
farther at present gian that, e
I am, Gentlemen,
. Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant

. . Evre COOTE.
OULGAREY, HEAD QUARTERS,
2nd Januar;z, 1761. N
-

The next day he wrote as follows :

GENTLEMEN,—After I had the Honor of writing to you yesterday
I went along thessea side to the southward of Pondichery where I
had a moSt Zuiserable proswect of dur shatsered Fleet, it is not in my
power to describe the horror of the nigh§ on the 1st and the dreadful
effects of it, there are three Ships on shore, most of the crews will
be saved, the names are the New Castle, Queenborough, & Protector.
Three Ships have foundered : fhe ke of Acquitaine, Sunderland,
and Duke, Storeship, the two $prmer had but one man saved, and
the latter seven blacks. FEour large Ships are entirely dismasted,

who they are I do not exactly know, nor can I teil any thing of the
L ]
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few remaining ships of the Squadron. Should th& Redenge be arrived
at Madras I beg you would dispatch her immediately and whatever
armed vessels you can collect, as we have not a$ present even a boat
to block up the place. I sent off an express yesterday to Bombay
by way of Anjengo, in order to hurry rourfd the Ships of War there,
and I am doing every thing in my power to help the distressed people
‘here, as well as to carry%on the attacks on this place. The storm
has almost rendered Useless evenythmg I have hitherto done, yet
I hope by a little activity and perseverance to get the better of this
misfortune.

I have the honor to be with great Respect & Esteem,

Gentlemen, f
"Your most Obedlent humble SePvant
Q "EvRE COOTE.
HEAD QUARTERS,
3rd Jan®, 1761

On January 4 Eyre Coote wrote: “I have the pleasure
to inform you that a ship appeared this morning which we
take for Admiral Stevens, whom every body gave over for.
lost.” It was Stevens, who had in his flagship Stood®out early
to sea. ¢ Admiral Cornish with his division arrived ; the dis-
masted ships got up jury masts, and we had, by the 15th,
eleven sail of the' line.” Pondicherry was again closely block-
aded. ‘ Our damages by land were soon repaired,’® wrote a
soldier at the time. ~

On December 24 there® remgined ’in the magazines but
four pounds of rice for every officer and soldier : on January 14,
1761, there did not remain a sufficient supply of <his scanty
provision to last two days more.  On thie morning of the 16th—
. fifteen years from the day when Clive fled from Madras in
_ disguise—Pondicherry surrendered, ~and - the grenadiers of
Coote’s regiment marched from the camp and took possession
of the Villenore Gate. In the dfternoon the garrison drew
up under arms on the° parada before, the citidel, the English
troops facing them. All wore the face of faminé fatigue or
disease.

“ The grenadiers of Lormaig a:)r@ Lally, once the ablest bodfed
men in the army, appeared the st impaired, having constantly
put themselves forward to every service; and it was recollected
that from their first landing throughout all the services in the field,
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and all the distresges of the blockade, not a man of them had ever
deserted to the English colours.” !

The French troops after Eyre Coote had inspected the
lin®, marched into the mtadel where they edeposited their
arms in heaps and surrendered prisoners of war.

The fall of Pondicherry marks the extinction of the power
of Erance in India. On March 9 John Call wrote to Clive
frdn Madras : ““ I am myself occupied in plans for the destruc-

"Wp of Frenclp power. Mahde has surgendered.” 2 In April,
Gingee, the scene of so many gallant contests, also ’surrendered.
On May 38 John Call wrote : ““ The conquest of Gingee and the
expulsion of the French has restored entire tranquillity to the
Carnatic coast. A month or six week will complete the
destruction of Pondicherry.’® The English treated Pondi-
cherry as Lally, acting according to the commands of the
Court, of France, treated Fort St. David and Madras. The
fortifications were blown down and the houses demolished.
In the Madras Records there is the fpllowing grim entry :

 That notice was given to the inhabitagyts of Pondicherry
that they are permitted to pull down their houses, provided
they carry materials fo Madrgs, Cuddalor®, or Fort St. David.”

On July 27 Sulivan wrote to Pitt from East India House :

L]
[ ]

“ T will not ’gake‘up Your time in demonstrating that the French
Company have been the Authors of their own Ruin, nor attempt to
prove we weére even regdy to make Peace upon Terms of a general
Restoration of Terltory to the Indian Princes, resting satisfied, as
become a Merchantile Body, with the Protection of Commerce—What
I shall offer to yotr conseeration are my private Sentiments of a
Plan that may best secure to us solid and permanent advantages
and ®uch I believe wilk appear to be the Sense of our Company.

My Dear Sir will be confined to our Mercantile Interest, we ought
not, we cannot look farther, Governmt may—The Reduction of Pondi-
cherry haf gjven us entire®Possession of the Chormandel Coast—In
a Commercial light the advantages canp never be very extensive,
there are but few Manufactures & no Ports; the great benefit then
must arise from Possession of Countries either by Cession-or Usur-
pation.whose Revenues must mgintaire Armies and draw Riches to

1 QOrme. The Mémoirs of Lallyni

the next day. °
2 Powis MSS. 2 Ibid.

ate that ‘ the inner fort” surrendered
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Europe, This Doctrine M® Dupleix in his Memo#s atows, He goes
farther and declares that no Trading can Supporteitself unless they
adopt similar Measures, But if I could not clearly gpnfute his Reasoning
I should wish our Trade to India at an end. In Bengal we have a
solid Extensive and valuable Commerce, tifls Kingdom vegitateseall
the Salt Petre cartied from India to Ewrope, and this such an object
of Governmenty that the East India Company by Charters are obliged
to furnish 500 Tons Anttually, The Jlerritories granted the Company
and Provinces abounding in Manufactures, and Tillage, whose
Revenues are great & encreasing, We have a perpetual Grant of {he
Salt Petre but the Dutch have, and the French may have what
Quantities they desire. *, * #* * * T{ismost eaifiestly entrea

that the Company may hold all their Possessions in Bengal and that
the French mgy be for ever excluded ; ®The Concessiops that Un-
doubtedly must be made, I beg may be upon the Chormondel Coast,
where we have &nough to satisfy even French Ambition, But perhaps
Sir you may think theJRestoration of Pondicherry with all the Settle-
ments and Territories they possessed in 1745, Adding Mahie upon
the Malabar Coast will be an Equiwalent for Charnagore as also
Bencoolen if not retaken, It certainly is so,-if mose should be added,
1 hope it will be the Southward of Madrass.” ?

On October 5, 1761, Pitt waited on his Sovereign, and gave
up the sealg because the €abinet would not agree to a declara-
tion of war again®t Spain. Sulivan wrote to Clive on Nov-
ember 18: . . .

° MiLe END GREEN,
__ o o 18" Nov., 1761.

Sir,—1I have had the favour of ®Your Lettew by Capt® Webhber,
it reached me in the time of my attending the Howse which ended
yesterday & this is the first hour of my looking towards other business.

A Return of Your disorder has given Your Servants Concern.
I hope it will be of no duration. :

¢ Your Assistance will be very much gvanted in furnish® Matter
for a Reply to the Dutch Memorial transmitted from the States &
sent us by his Majesty, its very strong and vegyy prolix, We shal}, also
be in want of all Vouchers (to support Facts) that may be in Your
Possession.

When! it was in my Power lasé Year {p offer You a goed Voyage
for any Friend You migh% Name I did it with pleasure®™ but could
I be influenced by any othef Motive than my Regard for Col: Clive ?
and if so, why do You ask me if the sume Reason subsists—

It is some time since tha't Applications have beeri made to e
some of whom from heavy Los$s fhim our assistance ; th&%T then
are prior Engagements so far as I thay be able t& serve them; but

1 Powis MSS. ¢
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if Capt® Webber sh? be taken up next Year which is doubtfull (on
viewing the numbgr of Ships in turn before his) I certainly will take
all the Care I can (2 him—With sincere Wishes for an establishm?
of Your health—

. . . I am
. Sir, ¢ i
Your most obegt fr?
. * Law. Surivan.

After some Contest it was carfied to hear my Petition at the
Bag of the House—

-SESIB,—Since &losing this Letter I have seen M' Jones, who has

eXPlain’d tqg me sufficiently to make me colprehend Yours, he will
impart to You the falsity of those Assertions that havg been thrown
out against tne. !

Clive wrote a long memorandum in reply to the Dutch
Memorial, and supplied Sulivan with the‘pa‘pers he required.
He also pressed on Sulivan, M2 a manner not always diplomatic,
the claims of the®military officers who had served under him
in India, Farde, Carnac, Caillaud and Knox had rendered
great service to the State, and he was bound to them by the
ties of gratitude and friendship. Sulivan wrote tg him from
the East India House, March 11, 1762, prot®sting that he had
done his best in the patter of Knox, ang had taken particular
pains to secure the promotion of Carnac. But Clive had
somewhat impetuouslye written tg Forde that “If I do not
get you a Colone?s or Lieufenant-Colonel’s Commission, and
an appolntment of Commander-in-chief of all the foreces in
India, I will fsom #hat instant decline all transaction with
Directors and East India Affairs.”” Sulivan, however, refused
to advance Forde, whose claims were great, at the sacrifice of’
Eyre Coote, whose eminent services on the coast demanded
recognition. It was 1mp0551ble for two men with the tempers
of Clive and Sulivan to agree.  They behaved to one another,
as Clive pub it, ¢ like shy? cocks—at tinfs outwardly expressing
great regard and friendship for each Bther.” The bitter party
strife of the hour soon caused the mere outward expression
to fade away. /°

Pitt’s resigrtation had dYminished Clive’s influence with

® 1 powis MSS.
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the Ministry. In May, 1762, the Duke of Netvcastle resigned,'
and Lord Bute became head of the Treasury, with George
Grenville Secretary of State. Clive admf!ed the business
faculty, the indystry and courage of Geenville, and between
‘the two men a close frlenQShlp was formed. But Clive declined
to support th® new administratign, though pressing overtures
were made to him. In writing-to Carnac be observed :

“ Now that we are to have peace abroad, war is commencing @t
home amongst ourselves. There is to be a most glolent contfgnj/—-—‘
at the meeting of Parliam®nt, whether Bute or Newcastle s to govi
this kingdom ;o and the times are so critigal that every member has
an opportunity of fixing a price upon his services. 1 still continue
to be one of those unfashionable kind of people who think very highly
of independency, and to bless my stars, indulgent fortune has enabled
me to act according To my conscience. Being very lately asked
by authority, if .- I had any honours tg ask from my sovereign, my
answer was, that I thought it dishonourable to J;ake advantage of
the times; but that when these parliamentary disputes were at
an end, if his Majesty should then approve of my condugt by jewasrding
it, I should think myself lnghly honoured in receiving any marks
of the royal favour.” 1 o

o

No political or%personal feeling could deter Clive from his
constant objects—the firm establishment ,of British dominion
in India, and the welfare of the people hrought under its rule.’
He knew that Bute was moast angcious d€or peace, and he was
afraid that concessions might be made to Ffanc.,e detrimental
to British supremacy. In September he wrote a meporandum
which he forwarded to Bute. The origirfal menuscript,? like
the original draft of his letter to Pitt, shows that his method
of composition was slow and toilsome, shis caré and corrections
as to matter and style endless. But the style always revealed
the man. In clear and forcible words Clive discusses the
policy of Dupleix for the extension of French.poWer

‘“ Dupleix engaged in the gontentions of the princes of?he country,
and’ had, at one fime, in a great measure, obtained his aim. There

remained nothing to complete it but the expulsion of the English
out of Hindustan. We were.af\th t time wholly attached -tg' mer=

1 Malcolm, Vol. 1L, pp. 204-5, .
2 The .original paper is entitled, “Memorial jas to the East Indies, by Lord

Clive.” L Lo . .
*
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cantile ideas ;? but?undoubted proof of M. Dupleix’s projects obliged
us to draw the sword, and our successes have been so great.that we
have accomplished {or ourselves, and against the French, exactly
every thing that the French intended to accomplish for themselves
amel against us.”” ! . .

L

We were successful, but two dangdts menacedgour security :
(1) The possible readmission 6f_the French; (2) The possible
disarmament of ourselves. If the French must be readmitted,
it®must only be under strict conditions. Among the Powis
“gments thlre is an important paper giving ‘‘ Sentiments
of the Sectet Committeq concerning terms of agTreaty with
France.” It is under date September 4—four days after Bute
received Clive’s memorandum. This memorandum first dis
cusses the causes that led to the long sftuggle between the
French and English for thes possession of Indian trade. The

following recommendations are then made :
““ Phatethe ¥rench recognise Mahommed Ali Khan as Nabob of
the Carnatic; that none of the princes acknowledging him shall be
molested ; that Salabut Jung be recognésed Subah of the Deccan ;

that all seftlements possessed by the French ingl744 b® restored to
them ; that the French shall not resettle in Bengal.”

Among the Powis MSS. there is also ‘another memorandum
by the Secret Commiktee, under, date September 29; this
after recapitulatiny some of the former arguments, states that

+ the only concl'usxon which can safely be made in addition to
those prev10us1y. suggested is that Masulipatam should be con-
sidered neutral, subject to the sovereignty of neither party.?
Sulivan had written toePitt: * But never reconcile to our
Honour Justice and good Policy the injuring our Nabob
Mahdmet Ally Khan in any shape whatsoever,” and Bute,
consultmg his frjend Sulivan, adopted the suggestions of the
Secret COngnittee in tke prehmmary' treaty. By accident
Clive heard what bad been done. To allow that the French
had a voice in the recognition of the titles of Indian princes
meantgestoring to them, in allargk tlegree, their former status

1 Malcolm, Vol. II Pp. 206-7.
2 Ibid., p. 208. alcolm mdkes no mention of the second Memorandum,
and the proposal to make Masulipatam neutral.

N
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in the politics of Southern India. Great embardassment and
- danger was bound to arise. Clive at once ekposed the evils
of the proposals to the Under Secretary & State, and .Bute
consented to thg clauses being altered and amended. But the
alterations were of 1o ;{naterial intportance. In the definite
treaty of pea®e concluded at Parls the 10th day of February,
1763, the article relating to the "East Indies was as follows :
Article XI.—“ In the East Indies, Great Britain shall restoreeto
France, in the condition they are now in, the diﬁerentcfactones wx%:
that crown possessed, as®*well on the coast of Coromandel ahd O
as on that of Malabar, as also in Bengal, at the beginning of the year
1749. His most Christian majesty shall restore, on his &ide, all that
he may have.conquered from Great Britain in the East Indies during
the present war, and will expressly cause Nattal and Tapanoully,
in the island of SumBtra, to be restored ; he engages farther,.not
to erect fortifications, or to keep troogs, in any part of the dominions
of the Soubah of Bengal. And in order to preserve fufure peace on
the coast of .Coromandel and Orixa, the English and French shall
acknowledge Mahomet Ally Khan for lawful Nabob ¢f the Camnatic ;
and Salabat Jing for lawful Soubah of the Deckan : and both parties
should renounce all demagds and pretensions of satisfaction, with
which theygmight charge each other, or their Indian allies, for the
depredations, or pRlage, committed on the gne side or the other,

during the war.”’ 1
° ° o

Clive strongly disapproved & the.amended article, and
he voted with the minority in the House,of Commons who
condemned the peace. The anger of Bufe was thoroughly
roused, and he determined to check the ambltlon and punish "
the opposition of Clive. In Sulivan he found*a ready instru-

. ment. Clive now realised that he could no longer hope to
carry out great reforms in the adminftrativeé system of India
by ministerial influence. He knew by experience the necgssity
of improving and strengthening the Civil Service which had
now begun to be formed from mercantlle clerks, and he recom-
mended that young méh of ability shSuld be sent Gut in larger
numbers. He urged the importance of maintaining a strong
military force. He did what he told Vansittart—he wrote to-
urge the Directors to apply o Hjs Majesty for commissions "of
Major-Generals for the Governors of the Presfdenmes in order

t Grose, Vol, IL.Zpp. 477-
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that they sholild kave a control over the King’s military officers.
But Sulivan sought by every means to counteract this proposal.
1t became clear to®live that he must have weight in the home
adeninistration if any ®©f his reforms were tog,be” carrjed, and
that the authority of Suh'van—-the Great chtator——must be
destroyed. . d
The constitution of the Com‘pany lent itself to Clive’s cam-
- paign. It had been framed for an association of traders. In
-ﬁe.r to have & fair representation at their business meetings
everyone who was registered as the possessor of £500 of stock
belonged to,what was calltd the Court of Proprietdts, and had a
right to vote at their meetings. From the Court.of Proprietors
were elected twenty-four members whose, stock exceeded in
value £2,000, and who formed the Court of Directors. From
them were chosen a Chairmin and a Deputy Chairman. The
Chairman presided over the meetings of both Courts during the
year, and evas vested with considerable administrative power and
patronage. A member of the Court of Directors was eligible
for re-election at the end of his year of oﬁice if e had not
served as a Directer for four years, when he could not be
re-elected until he had been one year out of the directorate.!
It was incumbent on the Directors to convene four General
Courts of Proprietors ir® the gear. ® They could convene other
Courts more frequently if necessary, but they were bound to
summona €ourt of Proprietors if requested by nine Proprietors
qualified to voté THe Proprietors qualified to vote had con-
siderable authority over the Directors, whom they appointed
and retained. They were empowered to enact laws and regu-
lations for the administration of the Company’s affairs at home
and abroad. They had the important privilege of adjusting
the dividgnds tb be pald to.the shareholders Ministers,
merchants, Shipowners, tradesmen in ’ghe City, lawyers, divines,
invested in India stock because it gave them a vote in the
adjustment of the dividends, and n influence 1 in the exercise
of patfGhiage by the Directors§ who ‘made all appointments of

1 Peter Auber’s “° Analysis of sthe Constitution of the East India Company,”
p. 197.
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writers, officers, cadets, surgeons to the several ‘governments )
in India. By the constitution of the Company at the time,
the Proprietor of £5,000 had only one vdfe at the Court of
Proprietors, thessame as the Proprieto® who had invested the
qualifying sum of £500.¢ This led to ‘‘ the mischievous prac-
tice of makihg collusive'transﬂers,"’ or splitting votes, as it
was called. - . . i}

The Directors had to be chosen between March 25 and
April 25 every year., Sulivan could not be ehosen in 17
because he had been four years in office, and, when bhe ¢fection
of 1768 aproacbed, Clive determined vigorously to oppose
him and his party. He purchased £100,000 worth of stock,
and divided it into 8500 shares among those who were bound to
vote as he wished. Clive considered that by the votes of these
two hundred Proprietors, and the support of the aristocracy,
the professional classes and those that had served in India,
he was certain of victory. Writing to Vansittaft on March 19,
1768, he informs him of the decided majority his party had
* upon the holdigg up of hands ”* at a quarterly meeting of the
Court of Proprietors, and he proceeds to %ay :

“ Our cause gains gr'(;und daily, Igshould think we shall be stronger
at the election than we were in the Genetral Court. However, this

time only can show, and I do nof,choosé to be very sanguine, our
opponents being very active.” ? ’

He informs Vansittart : . .

‘1 have no thought of ever accepting the Chair ;I have neither
application, knowledge, nor time, to undegake so Jaborious an employ.
I shall confine myself to the political and military operations; and
I think I may promise, you shall have a vegy large military fgrce ‘in
India, such a force as will leave little to apprehend from our enemies
in those parts. . . . . .. More of this by the latter ships,
when we see the event of the thihg.” 2 4 !

The * event-of the thing ” proved a grievous mortification
to Clive. Sulivan numbered among’ his supporters many_of
the richest merchants and Bahlg;s in the City, who were well
able to manufacture votes. He had also the support of the

1 Malcolm, Vol. IL, p. 213. 2 jbid., pp. 213-14,
. *
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united stren§th &f the whole Ministry. At the election in
April, when Direttors were balloted for, Sulivan and his party
were elected by a glbstantlal majority.

*The victors lost no time in taking theis revenge The
5th Paragraph of the Company’s General Letter to Fort William,
dated April 27, 1768, cont'alned the follbwing commands :

‘““ With respect to the Jagueer given by the late Nabob Jaffier
" Aly Khan to Lord Clive arising out of the Lands granted by the said
m’co the Company, we direct that you do not pay any further
thg Attorneys of Lord Clive on that'account, and We further
direct that whatever shall arise in future from the sgjd Jagueer be
carried to outr Credit ; You are to cause exact Accounts to be made
out and transmitted to us not only of what shall sg~come into_our
Cash, but also of all the Sums Lord Clive’s Ajtorneys have already
received on the said Account together with the Dates of the Several
Payments. His Lordships prefensions to the said Jagueer will be
Settled here.” *

Clive ,was dmmediately informed of the contents of the
paragraph. On April 28 he wrote to Vansittart :
[ ]
“ Last night I received advice that the Directors had® sent orders
to their President and. Council of Bengal to pay into their cash the

amount of my jaghire, and not to grant me Qny bills of exchange on
that account.” 2 .

He requested him tc¢ act g5 his ettorney, if he should judge
it not improper. *

‘ Updh she whole, act like an honest man, and a man of honour :
do justice to yout friefld without injuring the Company; for I am

satisfied, the more this affair is inquired into, the more it will be to
my honour.” 8 ’

Glive also wrote éhe same day to Carnac, asking him to e
act as attorney provided Vansittart should decline it from
his belng,Governor and he requested hlm to obtain from the
old and neWw Nawab an acknowledgment of the right to the
jaghire in the strongest terms. He gave the definite in-
struction that : P

« T “case the | Governor an(l Council should retain my money,
or refuse giving bills of exchange, you (or whoever acts as my attorney)

1 Powis MSS. 2 Malcolm, Vol. IL, p. 225, 3 Ibid.
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are immediately to commence a suit at law against ‘\he Company,
and to transmit a very exact account of all your proceedings, that
it may be taken up in England.” 1 - b

He d#so z;ddi‘essed a letter to the President and Countil
- “ forbidding them to cdmply w1th the orders sent them at
their peril” In his letter to oCarna.c, Clive mentions that
* the opinion of the lawyers i is, that the Directors’ orders are
illegal.” Charles Yorke, then Attorney-General, who had béen
counsel for the East Jndia Company, and Fletcher Nor
the Solicitor-General, gave their opjnion that thé& Directors
had no‘.caseg; that the Company’s tenure of theeZemindary
rested on the"same ground as Clive’s to the reserved revenue.
Clive, fortified by l&al opinion, applied to the Court of Direc-
tors for a copy of their proceedings relating to the jaghire, and
he filed a bill against them in Chancery. (It was generally
expected that the next step to be taken '

‘“ will probably be a Commission to issue out of the said Court here
but to be executed in Bengal in order to ascertain the Facts insisted
on: and the Constitution Usage and Laws of the Empire as far as
regards this Question and for that purpose td examine and take the
Depositions in Writing ef the several Witnesses either Side enay think
fit to produce to prove or disprove the sevgral Allegations contained
in the Bill or in the Answer.” : .
(-]

But, before a Commission issued, Englar‘l’d heard that the
flame of war had been again kindled in the pr ovmce of Bengal,
and that a tragedy had been enacted more terrible than the
stragedy of the Black Hole. The whole nation was deeply
moved. The Proprietors, alarmed not only for their dividends
but the existence of the Company, theught it necessary to
compose their differences with Clive and to beseech him to
return to India, in ordegr, by his auth(glty, to Save thonr richest
possession from anarchyeand ruin.

On February 4, 1764, the Lapwmg from Madras brought -
evil tidings from Bengal. , Qn Hebruary 27 a special Genesal
Court was called at the requisitidn of nine Prqprietors; Yor the
purpose of considering the state of affairs in India. The revo-

1 Malcolm, Vol. IL, p. 227. ® Powis MSS,,
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lution and cbrruption in Bengal were specially discussed, and,
at another Special Court, held on Mazch 12, it was resolved,
‘“ that it is the d%Slre of the General Court, that Lord Clive
b® requested to take uon him the station of premi nt ¢f Bengal,
and the command of the* Company 9 military forces there,”’!
Clive, who was present at! the, meeting, Intimated *‘ that if the
Court of Directors were as well disposed towards him as he
was towards them, he should have no objection to the service ;
=put till he fowund such a disposition, hc.a desired to be excused
from tonting to any resolutlon” 2 The Court of Directors,
as Clive kmew, were not well disposed towards Rim, but they
were not prepared to act openly against a stremg resolution
of the General Court, and on March 16 %hey forwarded Clive
a copy of the General Court s resolution, and informed him
“ that they Were.unammous in assuring him, that they would
most, cheerfully coneur in taking the steps necessary to carry
the resoltition’of the General Court into effect, and in preparing
every convenience for his passage,’ ® An election to the
Directorate would soon, according to the gonstitution of the
Company, be held, a&nd Sulivan and his followers were naturally
anxious®for Clive tb leave Engla.nd SBut Clive was deter-
mined to remain and fight at the election for his friends. On
the 17th he sent_the Yollowéng cfirt reply through the Secre-
tary : ‘1 hawe received your letter enclosing a copy of the
resolution®of the lagt General Court. I must desire you will
return the Diréctors my thanks, for their offers of preparing
every convenience for my passage. 4 .
At a General Court held on March 21, the Directors’ letter
ande Clive’s reply were read to the Proprietors. Clive was
present. He was asked if he were inclined to declare his imme-
diate acgeptance of the offices of Governor and Commander-
in-Chief of Bengal. Clive replied .'Pha,t “he would give his
answer as soon as thg next election of Directors should be
determined.” An attempt as jhgn made to annul the offer.
One of the Proprietors, in th8 interest of the Court of Directors,
moved “ that, Lord Clive declining to accept immediately the
llAub(:r, p. 122, 2 Ibid. 3 Ibid. 4 Ibid., pp. 122-3.
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service proposed to him by the General Court, the Court of
Directors be desired toimake the proper arrarfgements, in the
present critical situation of the Company’s¢ffairs.” 1 A long
debate epsuei, end the motion was r&ected with clamoift.
Clive, having declared that * he could not accept the service
if the Deputy Chairman remained in the lead of the Direction,”

Sulivan declared in the most ®mphatic manner his desire to
co-operate with Clive in the most honourable and frienddy

manner, but Clive remalned firm in his resolutien. He askeg -

the Proprletors that he be allowed to glve his final &eci¢®n in
a few days. © .

On March-28 he sent the following letter to the Court of
Directors: °

GENTLEMEN,—It was™ agreed at the last General Court of Pro-
prietors, that I should have a few days to consider and determine con-
cerning the terms upon which I would accept of °the request of the
preceding Court of Proprietors, to take upon me the digection of
their affairs in Bengal.

Although I thought I had sufﬁcwntly explained myself on that
head at the gime the prorosal was made, yet, as there seemed to be
a’disposition in mafly gentlemen of the Court,for whom I have the
highest respect, that a recohciliation should take place between
Mr. Sulivan and me, so Phat this gentleman thight still coflduct the
affairs at home, and that I might nevertheless venture, without fear
of my reputation, abroad, 1 tbought the respect which was due to
those Proprietors, the duty I owe 8 myself, and the regard I shall
ever feel for the interest of the Company, all called pon me, in the
strongest manner, once more to revolve in m my mind the Possibility
of such an union, consistent with the services I %ould endeavour
to render the Company, and consistent with that attention which is
Yue to my own honour,
~ This I have endeavoured to do in the coolest and most dispassionate
manner, after laying aside every prejudice, gnd judging only fom
the constant experience of things.

Upon the whole, I still continue to be of opinjon, that, in case
the Proprletors think it for their #dvantage that Mr. Sulnmn should
remain at the head of the plrectlon (or, as he was pleased to term
it himself, should continue him in the lead of their affairs), I
cannot accept- their service: but in cast the Proprietors should

not think it necessary to comi§pue jMr. Sulivan in such authorlty‘ -
I am willing and ready to accep® their service,, even supposmg.

the next advices should pronounce thelr aﬁalrs in Bengal to be in
! Auler, p. 123

.
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as desperatefa condition as ever they wgre in the time of Suraja

Dowla. . '

Should a Directi‘n be settled with whorh I can possibly co-operate,

everything will be easily adjusted, since | have no "1terested views
i® going abroad. ¢ ) . .

At the same time, I newer desired, §T even wished, to name a
Direction, as some industripusly spread ahroad; I only object to
one man having the lead in thes Company’s affairs, in whom I have
so often and publicly declared T never can place any confidence,
agd who, in my opinion, has acted, and does continue to act, upon

_. principles diametrically opposite to the true interest of the East
~Ingja Compan¥. .
I Mave® the honour to.be, with great respect, gentlemen, your

di h
most obedignt humble servant, (Signed) CLIVE.
BERKELEY SQUARE, o~
March 28th, 1764.1 PY

On April 12 ? the annugl election took place, and, after a
strenuous contes, Sulivan succeeded in having elected twelve
out of the thnty-four Directors, including himself, and Clive’s
friends gained the remaining twelve. Next day the new
Chairs were chosen, and Mr. Rous, & staunch friend of Clive,
was chosen Chairman, and Mr. Bolton, alse a sufporter, was
nominated Deputy ‘Chairman. _

On April 19 Clive had, gt their reql‘lest, an interview with

~ the new Court of Dirdgtors, and expressed his views generally
on the political, gommercial®and Ynilitary affairs of the Com-
pany. Mr. Spencer, a Bombay civilian, had been appointed
second ﬁl’Coun‘cil aty Bengal, with succession to the Governor-
ship, and Clive declared he could not proceed to Calcutta
unless his appointmenj were cancelled, as it would lead td
the resignation of several of the Bengal Council. He also
expYessed a firm ophion that it would be most improper for
him to go to Bengal as Governor whilst the lawsuit relating to
his jaghite was pending. e He hdd, at oge of the General Courts,
proposed a compromise—that he should hold the jaghire for ten
years, or till his death,sif it happened within that period, and
tt should then become thesproperty of the Company. On
the 27th he had another intérview with the Directors, and he

1 Auber, pp. 123-5. .
2 Auber states, April 12. Malcolm states, ¢ On the 25th of April, 1764.”
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informed them he waslready to accept the Govdrnorship of
Bengal, although his offer as to the jaghireship was not accepted.
He then addyessed thze Court at considérable length, and
submitted vaoms suggestions which he considered woulll
promote the interests of the Company, The Court of Directors,
on that day, cancelled ‘Mr. Spencer’s homination to the Bengal
Council, and reappointed him t6 Bombay.

: The same day Clive wrote thus to the Court of Directors:

-

it [ )

£..“ In obedience to your commands, I now transmit the purpeztrof”
what I had the honour to represent to yog by word of mouth at the
last Court of Birectors, with some other particulars which slipped
my memory atethat time. .

‘“ Having taken in;c’o consideration your letter sent me by the
Secretary, as also the request of the General Court of Proprietors,
I think myself bound in honour to acgept the charge of your affairs
in Bengal, provided you will co-operate with, and assist me in such
a manner that I may be able to answer the expeltations and inten-
tions of the General Court. ) . o *

““ As an individual, I can have no temptation to undertake this
arduous task, and nothing hut the desire I have to be useful to my
country, andoto manifest my gratitude to this Company, could make
me embark in this sef¥Vice, attended as it is with s¢ many inconveniences
to myself and my family. I cannot avoid acknowledging that I quit
my native country with sflne degree of regret arid diffidence, oh leaving
behind me (as I certainly do) a very divided and distracted Direction;
at a time, too, when unanimiky is more tlfan ever requisite for the -
carrying into execution such plans as are absolutely necessary to the
well-being of the Company.” ¢

He then entered into * a short discussion of your political,
commercial, and military affairs in Bengal.”” He was opposed
to any extension of territory as long as Tt could be avoided, for
““if ideas of conquest were to be the rule of our conduas, I
foresee that we should by necessity be led from acquisition to
acquisition until we haé the whole Empire aghinst ug.” The
Nawab of Bengal must ngt be allowed to be independent, for -
*“ the princes of the country must in gregt measure be dependent
on us or we totally so on theg.” fut he ought to be  treated, =
with respect, and with that honotr which ought to be tharac-
teristic of Englishmen in Asia as well as in Europe.” The

Governor, Council, and civil servants should be absolutely
) ) * -
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forbidden fo tdke part in the trade] in salt, betel-nut, and
tobacco. “As® 3 means to alleviaty in some measure the
dissatisfaction th%t such restriction§ upon the commercial
2dvantages of your Servants may ocCasion infthem, it is my
full intention not to engage in any kind of trade myself; so
that they will divide a',mongst them *what used to be the
Governor’s portion of commercial advantages, which was
always very considerable.”” He bound himself *“ not to enrich
himself one efarthing by any pay or, emoluments he might
receive.’® .

By a seorganisation of the army he hoped?to reduce the
military expenditure, which was such a severe-drain on the
finances of the Company. He considered

“that a force of not less than three thousand Europeans should
always be maintgjned in Bengal, and that it should consist of three
battalions of infantry, four companies of artillery, and a regiment
of light horses The force was to be organised, with the sepoy regi-
ments, in three brigades, and for recruiting purposes there were to
be two depot battalions in England.” 4

®
He proposed that Eyre Coote and Forde should be re-
wardeds by placing them at the head of these depot battalions
respectively. With regard to his commission as Commander of
the Bengal Army, the®quesijon asto his seniority with respect
to Stringer Lawrtnce, who was commanding at Madras, arose,
and he=wrote as follows :

[ ]

“To preven{ dissensions, I am willing to receive a military com-
mission inferior to General Lawrence’s; but that gentleman hggs
received from the Courteof Directors so very extensive a power over
all their forces in India, that the presidency at which he resides, is,
in Tact, little less tham the residence of a Governor-General over all
your settlements in India. If ever the appointment of such an officer
as Governor-Genreral should become necessary, it is evident that he
ought t® he established 4n Bengal, as the greatest weight of your
civil, commercial, political, and military affairs will always be in
that province. It canngt, therefore, be expected that I should be

. subject to have any part of the I‘lilita)‘y forces allotted for that province
recalled or withheld from me at thé Will of an officer in another part
of India; or thet even the présence of that officer in Bengal should,
in any way, interfere with my military authority in that province.

It will likewise be necessary (at least until affairs in Bengal are restored
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to perfect tranquillity) thaf whatever troops, treasifres, dr other con-
signments may be destinefl from England to that spresidency, shall.
not, as usual, be stopped anfl employed by any of tpe other presidencies
at which they gnay chandg to arrive in their passage towards the
Ganges.” o o

On April 80 Clive was ngorn In as ?reSIdent of Fort William
and Commander-in-Chief of the *Company’s forces stationed
there. On May 5, at a meeting of the General Court, it was re-
solved to grant Clive his jaghire on the terms he had proposed.
The General Court alsos resolved, at the suggesflon of Clj
that covenants should be entered intg by all the sefvants of
the Company binding themselves not to receive giftsy presents,
or rewards in'Tndia.  Clive, knowing the opposition he would
meet with, desired tRat he should be invested with power to
overrule his Council and act according to his own judgment,
and on his own responsibility, if he consideged the occasion
demanded it. But the Directors were not willing to give,this
despotic power to any servant of theirs, however illustrious.
A comprormse was arrived at by which Clive was to nominate
a Select Committee of four to act with him as President. On
May 25, 1764, the COUIB of Directors 1esohced

“ that, in order to restore peace and {rahquillify in Bengal, full powers
be given to our president ang governor Ioord Clive, Mr. Sumner,
General Carnac, Messrs. Verelst and S§kes, to purgue whatever means
they judge most proper to attain the same; but that, when it can
be-done conveniently, they are to consult the Council at lagge How-
ever, when those desirable objects are obtained,sthe said extraordinary

powers are immediately to cease.” 1
L]

The question of Clive’s return to Phdia was settled. To

e him the kingdom which he had won fox England, and bad
governed so well, was an object of deepest concern. To him-
self this return procured no adwantage, but entailed p beavy
sacrifice. He had declared.that he should accept of n8 pecuniary
advantage, and he was giving up the enjoyment of vast wealth.
He was leaving Walcot, the gounjry home where he gathered,
his friends around him ; he was parting from his cltildren,

- and—~the most bitter of all trials—he was leavmg, on account

! Auber, pp. 127-8.

-
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of her healvh, the faithful and devotell companion of his life.
The sacrifice which he was about to mbke was great. But the
motives which ufged him to make itf were without the least
mint of self-—noble®and irresistiblel The spfepargtions for
departure were soon nfade. He dppointed, for his staff,
Maskelyne, his brother-irf-law, as his Aide-de-camp; Ingham,
who had earned a reputatiorf in Shropshire as a skilful phy-
sician ; and Henry Strachey, who in every respect answered
to Macaulay's idea of a Private Secretary—— ‘ brave and faith-
fult™eapable of executing orders punctually, of keeping secrets
inviolably, of observing facts vigilantly, and® of reporting
them truly.” He also took two or three of s servants to
look after his household, and four musicians to form the
nucleus of the future band of the Viceroy. To the Private

. Secretary Lady Clive sent the following parting instruc-
tions :

“ Mr.Strachey will remember to write to Lady Clive, & let her
know how my Lord does while at Por;smouth & ever after when
Opportunity offers. °

“ Mr. Strachey will send Lady Clive word ¥hether one Jaffier a
black Man formerly Serang to Lord Chve be on board the Kent, &
to look *at him now % then.

‘“ Mr. Strachey will remm(f Lord Clive of a Lad one Riseley, who
is on board the Kent, & whom Ladym{live would recommend to his
Kindness. he wag brought up a Printer, can write a good Hand,
& is descendell from a very worthy woman, for whom Lady Clive
has a great Regard.

““ History fot Mr. 'Strachey, & to carry one to Gen' Carnac.

“ Lady Clive hopes if the Musicians behave well, my Lord will
be kind to them,.& desiggs to observe that Mr. Robertson has a great
Genius for drawing, & may be useful on board, & in India. The
Hgpsichord in my Lgrd’s Cabin is Mr. Robertson’s.

£

Groneman . . 150

Regbertson . o 150 (% ..

Shuétan . . 100 Musm.arfs Wages per Annum,
Waterhouse . . 100

“ Mr. Strachey will examlr‘e the’ I?ooks of Music, & see that the
" Musicians do not mislay, or abuse them, as Lady Clive hopes to see
the Music come back safe, or that it will be disposed of as my Lord
pleases at his leaving India.
‘““Lady Clive particularly recommends Mr. Rob? Cox, her Cousin,
[ J
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who is in the Company’s Jlervice at Bombay, to lpid Glive’s notice
by recommending him to fhe Gentlemen at Bombay. ’
~  “ Mr. Perierg, & his Lafy. Mr. Periera is in t}e abob of Arcot’s
Army. He is rqcommenddl by Lady Stamford.
“ Mr. John Jymgs Pritdpard, recommendee by Lady Delamer: e
“ Mr. -M*Mackenzie an qﬁcer in Monson’s Regim® recommended
by Miss Sempill.”” * i '
The time came for Clive to bid his children and devoted
wife farewell ; and he went forth in a noble independencg
of spirit to destroy corruption, to check opprgssion, to re-

dress grievances, and to give vigour and authority tg ge=<th-

ment, ) ° °

1 Powis MSS.



CHAPTER V |
1760-1764: THE STRUOGGLE FOR SUPREMACY

It is necessary to refer to the general course of affairs after
ClimgyJeft, India in order that the condition of Bengal, when -
he returned to take up again the government of the Presidency,
may be understood. The period from Clive g_depa,rture to
his return is a discreditable and corrupt epoch in the annals
of the East India Company. It has created an impression
with regard to our acquisitton of India and the native popula-
tion which exists®even at this day. The statement that British’
domsmniop in India was acquired by conquest, accompanied by
rapine, is insistently kept before us with little variation. The
story of the inevitable gradual expansion accogipanied by
civilisation has yet to be worthily told. *The evils wrought
by a band of trad¢rs during the tragsition period between
Mohammedan despotigm arl British government are remem-
bered, while the feats of civilisatim, such as the extinction of
human sacriﬁge, dhe rescue of infants from the Ganges, widows
from theaflames, and the child-wife from the miseries of per-
petual widowhood, *are forgotten. The story of this short
period of cupidity and corruption has been told by contem:,

porary writers, *but tle epoch lends itself to colouring, and
the facts have not always been recounted in good faith with-
out choice and selection.

Clive foresaw the great evil which endangered the prospenty
and safe%y‘bf the Briti®h as the dom?nant political power in
the three great provmces, when he’ wrote, on the eve of his
departure, that Major Calllqud s a,rrlval with reinforcements
had < put Bengal out of all danger LTt that of venality and
corruption.” Tt was the cupidity which the new avenues to
speedy wealth excited ; it was the weakness and extravagance

d o 207
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of Méer Jaffier ; it was(the intrigues of bhis heir, reakless, selfish
and greedy of power, fthich caused Clive the gravest anxiety,
and not the Jnvasion 4f Behar by the Shahzada. It will be
remembeyed Iyw Clive Yent Caillaud with a force to meet thet
danger, how he went to Murshidabad®to overcome Meer Jaffier’s
objections to the expedition, and how, against his father’s
wishes, Meeran, at- the head of* a large force, joined Caillaud
four days after he began his march to Patna. The invasian
became a greater menace than Clive had any regson to antici-
pate. Soon after crossing the frontler the Shahzada=tEard
of the murdsr of bis father, and® he proclaimegd himself
Emperor unde# the title of Shah Alam II. His first act was
to confirm the Nawgb of Oudh as Vizier of the Mogul Em-
pire. Many chiefs with large forces, who had hesitated:to
throw in their fortunes with the wandermg heir-apparent
to the Mogul throne, now flocked to the °standard of the
Mogul Emperor. et

Shah Alam advanced rapldly against Patna, and under the
walls of tke city, defeated Ram Narain with considerable
loss. A detachment of British sepoys and the three officers
present were cut to pieces in covering his retreat. The com-
pany of European infantry and a detail of artillery—numbering
together only 70 men—arf® a srgall bddy of sepoys by their
cool and daring action made good their fetreat to Patna.
When the only officer present was killed, Dr. FullePton, the
civil surgeon of Patna, took command. The native historian
dwr1tes

L) L]

“The remnant of the army was discomfited. Doctor William
Fullarton, with whom the author was himse¥ acquainted, toolkethe
command. Other officers there may have been who assisted in
restoring order, but I do not know of any. One eof the guns, which
was lying 1n]ured on the $eld, they damaged and rendeggd®useless by
striking an iron spike into qts eye (vent) The other gun and the
ammunition waggon they took with the Steadily, and in -good
order, they -retired on Azimapad @Patna). As they retreated an
accident happened to tite guh-tarriage ; the doctor, standjng. with
perfect coolness, set it right, and then went on his way. Among the
good qualities of this man, there is no deubt that firm resolve, fore-
sight, and courage were pre-eminent.”

- L
-] .
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Meanwhile Cmillaud and Meeran Yere marching up the
country, and on Fe'bruar_y 23, 1760, thr days aftgr Clive sailed,
Caillaud met and Wefeated the Empefor and }mpelled him
t® retreat to Behar. ®*From Behar, ah Al#n# strugk across
the Kurruckpore hills, clo¥ely followell by Caillaud. In April
the British commander was ahout to attack the enemy’s camp
when he discovered that the Emperor had burnt it and was
daubling back with all speed to Patna. Caillaud immediately
sent a small e detachment under the command of Captain
KnO®with orders to hasten in pursult of him. Shah Alam

. was joined, on his march’by Law with a small #rench force :
Patna was again invested, and with more scientt¥e skill owing
to Law. On April 28 the enemy, after @ desperate conflict,
were driven from the 1amparts

The small 0arr1son, wasted by the constant firing and
attack of the enemy, worn by toil, felt that to hold the city
was no longer possible. In this extremity, at noon on April 29,
a cloud of dust was seen on the oppogite side of the river. It
came steadily on. Men were seen moving. Lt was 2n expected
reinforcement for the besiegers! Stout hearts were filled
with dismhay. But ag the cloud approached nearer, it was seen

- to be tinged with colour ald to shimmer. It was the red
coats of British soldiers ande the MMtter of British bayonets.
Great was thesjoy of the besieged. Boats were sent to ferry
the men ®eross the rlver, and Knox, with an advanced party,
proudly marched through the city with the British colours

" flying and the drums playing, and ‘ all ranks,” the nativee
historian states,  said openly that now the English were within
theis walls the enemy ewould not dare to come to attack again.”
The relieving force had in thirteen days, during the hottest
season ofythe yéar, marghed as distange of about 300 miles.
Twice had fhey crossed the wide (‘.emges * Captain Knox
himself had marched og foot the whole way as an example

"=t his men.” The following tday#Knox, and his party made
a successful sally, and two or three days later the Imperial
army raised the siege. .

On Ju.ne 16 Knox engaged, and completely defeated, the
) 0
. L)
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Nawab of Purnia, wllo was marching to Join *Shah Alam,
and he was Sollowing Jthe retreating foe when he was joined
by Meeran nd° Cailldud, who continl‘l‘ed’the pursuit while
Knox réturned with h\s party to Patna. On the night of
July 2 the mutterings oI thunder were heard, vivid lightnings
flashed across the sky, and the* rain came down in-a deluge.
Meeran, finding the wind rose steadily, quitted his own tent
and went into a smaller one less lofty and better fastened *to
the ground. According to Eastern usage a $tory-teller sat
by his bedside to lull him to sleep byesome pleasing 'E’afﬁhile
a domestic c?xa,fed his limbs. The rest must be told by the
native historian : ‘

““ God knows whetoher Miren really fell asleep, or whether he only
waited for the angel of death with his gyes open : this much is certain,
that at that very moment a threatening thunder rent the air with a
dreadful crash ; and the lightning of revenge and®retribution, rushing
down from the clouds upon his guilty head, deprived hign of a life
which- he so little deserved. He was found dead, just as he was,
upon his bed, without any,motion at all having preceded his disso- |
Iution. ThAs did Qe fall a sacrifice to the Divine vengeance. The
flame that had burned that odious man, communicated itself to the
servant and to the story-teller, and burned to ashes the rising plants
of the existence of those®two persons;”’? * '

In August, 1760, sevendsgen days af’o:ar the death of Meeran,
Henry Vansittart, who had been gppointed Governor of Bengal,
arrived at Caleutta from Madras. Holwell, who Sad been
occupying the President’s chair, had not forgosten his suffering

.in the Black Hole, and he had a natural animosity against all
Nawabs, and a particular objection te»MeersJaffier, who had
taken so prominent a part in the siege of Calcutta. Holwell,
when he was about to resign the Service and leave Beﬁgal, -
sent to his successor and members of the Select Committee a
“ Memorial ” on ““ the®present state 8f things at 8efigal.” It
is a paper which deserves careful and cautious consideration.

1The author of the Seir Mutagheri statés that some attendants get- =
ting silently into the tent, -es—lmm&l the body, and found that it had no fewer
than five or six holes on the head, with six or seven streaks on the bélly and
back, and these last looked like so many strokes.inflicted by an angry whip.
On the sabre, which was close to his pillow, they discovered two or three holes,
where the metal seemed to have run; but the wood of his bed towards his

head was entirely rotten.” R
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Holwell merttion® with much vigour tRe various instances of
treachery towardsgthe English of whigh Meer Jaffier and his
son were guilty, tle secret negotiatiofs with tie Dutch,
measure as wicked as foohsh » the neflotiatiod Aflth #he Mah-
rattas, ‘ which would have proved the total destruction of
the country,” and the recdnt evertures made to the Shahzada
for a separate treaty. Fach charge dwells upon the uniform
clmin of cruelty, tyranny, and oppression which had received
a check from ¢he frequent and severe yemonstrance of Clive.
“ FiaCH™v® these chargesqis a violation of that treaty which
put Meer Jaffier Aly Khan in possession of a ghvernment of
more value than many kingdoms of Europe, supforted by us
at the expence of our blood, until it bectme a scandal and
reproach to our name and pation.”

When the neys arrived at Murshidabad of the death of
Meeran, the troops surrounded the palace, scaled the walls,
invaded the sanctlty of the zenana, and threatened Meer
Jaffier with instant death. Cossim Ali, the Nawab’s son-in-
law, pacified the mutineers by paying three dacs of.rupees out
of his own funds as part of their arrears, and becoming security
for the remainder. Meer Jaffier’s remathing sons were young,
and Meer Cossim was 1fmversa,11y regarded as the unquestioned
heir and the only Jperson capable O retrieving the desperate
affairs of the government

Soon after the dgath of the Crown Prince, Meer Cossim
wrote to Mr. Holwell letters containing strong professions
and assurances ig favour of the Company if by their support
he could obtain the status and offices held by Meeran. These
letters were commumicated to Vansittart, Meer Cossim was
invited to visit Calceutta, and the Nawab’s consent was obtained
on a pretext. Holwell states in fin “ Adglress to the Proprietors
of Bast India Stock ” that at a comfidential interview Meer
00551m suggested ‘‘ thag if Meer Jaffier were not murdered
it .Would never be in his powtr t&wender the Company those
services which hg had so much at heart.” Holwell goes on to
say that he expressed his horror at the suggestion, and told

Meer Cossim that * unless he dropped all mention, as well as
L4
' L]
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every intention, and atfempt of the measures he had intimated,
the conferenge must el there.”! Cossim agquiesced, but with
an evident i}pearanc of dissatisfaction# Burke has given
wide cusrenc)y # Holwell’s story. In *his speech in the iffi-
peachment of Warren Mastings he®*declared :

“ Cossim Ally Cawn proposed t'o Mr Holwell, what would have
been no bad supplement to the “flash of lightning, the murder of
the Nabob ; but Mr. Holwell was a man of too much honour gnd
conscience to suffer that. He instantly flew out at it, and declared
the whole ‘business shoudd stop, unless the affair of the murd was
given up.” S

Holwell i_g,“!A Refutation of a Letter,’” denied, however,
that the proposal vk;as‘ ever made. He writes: *“ As to Cossim
Aly Khan’s being desirous of assassinating Meer Jaffier, it is a_
charge we much doubt the truth ®f, as we never before heard
the fact mentioned.” 2 °

On September 27 a treaty was signed, and by, the first
two articles it was agreed

“ that Cosstm AlygKhan shall be invested with the Dewannee,? be
declared Chuta Nabob,? and successor in the Subaship to Meer Jaffier
Aly Khan and enjoy all tfie posts possessed by,the late young Nawab.”’
and . ,. .
- [ ]
“ That all acts of the government sBall run undgr the seal of, and in
the name of—Mhir Aly Khan; but the executive power should
rest in Cossim Aly Khan; the dignity of the Suba™to remain
- inviolable in the person of the former, with an ®allowance of one
Lack of Rupees per mensem, for the support of his household, &c.
® expences.’ - R

By the third article Meer Cossim was to pay and gake
good the balance of the “Tunkas” (assignments) on the
revenues of the land as adjusfed. By the feurth, '

- e o e [ )

“ That the Company shallekeep up a standing force, for the defence

of the government and provinces, consiging of 8000 Sepoys, 2000

European Foot, 2000 Countrj‘ Cava]ry, and 500 European Horse » e~
b — 1

1 Holwell : “ India Tracts,” p. 91 2Ibld pp. 90-1.
3 Office. Jurisdiction emoluments of a dz‘wan or chlef financial minister of
a state.

4 Chota Newab—little Nawab of the ]umor Nawab.
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By the fifth, .

“ That to enable thg Company to keep up the stan?ing force, the
countries of Burdomagn, Midnapore, Chittyfang, and §alf the annual
pwrduce of the Chinam at Sillet, shall be feded tg the Company in
perpetuity.” /

On the night on whichsthe, treaty was signed Meer Cossim
tendered a paper to Vansittaft which contained a note for
twenty lacs of rupees (£200,000) “ payable to the gentlemen
then present.”s Vansittart, with the concurrence of his col-
leagiesmreturned the note, ‘ telling him that he mistook our
motives for his advancement.”” Meer Cossim ag#in pressed on
Vansittart the acceptance of the paper, telling¢hém
“ That if we continued to refuse thfit favour, & should fear that the
gentlemen present were not well pleased with the appointment:

" Mr. Vansittart, who knew his own motives, as well as those of the
witness, and aiso o®the rest of the gentlemen in the Committee, told
C0551m Ally Khan, returning him the paper again, * When you have

‘ paid off %l the arrears due to the Company, to your own troops,
‘ that the peace of this country is settled, and that your own treasury

‘is full ; if then you think proper to make us any ackngwledgement
¢ for the service now done you, we shall not then b¥ unwilling to accept

‘such marks as you will be pleased to give us of your friendship.’
The Witness said, That the affair ended #here; and he declared
solemnly upon his honour, there®was no stipulations made, no partition
treaty, or any thing of the kind mentioged, then or after, to his know-
ledge, of the transagﬁon.” 1 i

In the middle of October Vansittart, accompanied by
Caillaud, procedded %o Murshidabad, escorted by a body of
troops, with a view, as he euphemistically phrased it, of * per-,
suading >’ the Nawab %o resign his power into the hands of
hiseson-in-law. Meer, Jaffier protested vigorously against the
arrangement, but, persuaded by force, he expressed himself
ready to abdlcate pr0V1d.ed he were allowed to live at Calcutta,
where his life would be safe, and thg handsome allowance of
£120,000 a year securgl for him. The offer was accepted.

™80 the very evening of his depos)'tjon_ge embarked on some
boats for safety, and slept near his capital protected by a
strong guard of Europegns. On the morning of the 22nd

1 Report.from the Select Committee of the House of Commons, p. 33.
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he sailed for Calcutta, §aking awa.y as many, of his women as
he desired (which he d{d to the number of abut sixty) with a
reasonable quantity offjewels.” 1 On the ﬁgth he arrived at
Calcutta, “ andewas nlet by a deputadion from the Couneil
and treated with everN mark of mespect due to his former
dignity.” A handsome allowance,,as we have stated, was
guaranteed to him. Meer- Coss.im, however, considered that
2,000 rupees a month was sufficient for the expenses of the
monarch he had supplanted.

From a General Létter to the Court, Novemberc,‘l,g. ¥761,
we learn t}@t Warren Hastings, Svho had ceased to be
Resident at_the Court of Murshidabad, owing to *his having
become a member, of the Jxecutive Council, was deputed
on a visit to Meer Cossim. Among other instructions it
was -decided by the majority of the Board that Hastings
should * demand of the Nawab to pay %o the Company
the sum of twenty lakhs of rupees, which hesoffered #t the .
time the treaty was made him, to present to the gentlemen
of the Select Co;%mittee'then in Calcutta.”

“ Vansittart objected to it, and refused *to join in it, because
himself and the other gendlemen of the Select Gommittee did absolutely
reject this oﬁer, as he (the Presidenty has often since mentioned, and
partlcularly in consultation 12th January 1761 He gave it therefore

as his opinion that neither th® Compeny, nor he, nor any other person,
have any just claim upon the Nawab on accouﬁt of, the said offer.”

On arriving at Murshidabad, Warren, Hastings, "according
to his instructions, made the request. But we discover from
*another dispatch to the Court of Diregtors that- Meer Cossim
‘“ absolutely refused to comply with the demand for twenty
laks, urging that he had fulfilled all his engagements,“and
was under no obllgatxon to give such a sum, or any sum, to
the Company or any erson whatewer.” Howeven, we find
that on May 26, 1761, Vansittart wrote to Meer COSSlm that
-he had received his purwannah or warrant regarding the pay-

1 The native historian cﬂes‘t}at Meer Jaffier ““ assembled leisurely tirose
treasures, and those inestimable gems and jewels that had been hbarding up
for ages together by several ancient families and princ#. . .. In short, he
carried away everything precious or rich which he could recollect, or even
think of.”’—Seir Mutagherin, Vol. 1I., pp. 148-9.

==
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ment of the Committee money, and *that he would inform
His Excellency irhen the money was paid to the Committee.!
The £200,000, as far as we can gather from th¢ records, was
Raid to the membex’s qf the Secret Comphittee, .Who were present
when Meer Cossim made,the offer, differeft peridds after
a long interval. Va,nsitta‘rt received £58,383, Holwell £30,937,
Caillaud £22,916, and the otlier members of the Secret Com-
mittee sums of similar substantial amounts. It does not ap-
pz:a.r that Vansittart and the members of the Select Committee
were in;ﬂ&ence‘d by the promise of this reward in deposing Meer
Jaffier. The receivers @ontended that these payments were
tokens of Iriendship and gratitude, and acceptgﬁ according to
Oriental custom. But the large sums of money acquired by
them upon this occasion for no active service rendered cannot
be justified on the plea that they were free and gratuitous
presents. WheneMeer Cossim did not renew his offer, they
remindeqd him ‘of it, and demanded payment of the money.
On the meanness of this transaction and the dishonour of all
concerned in it, it is needless to insist.2 o

Soon after Meer, Cossim’s accession Shal Alam again took
the field. Carnac, who had recently assumed command of
the Bengal troops, attackad him in a strong position, and
completely routed his, army. Thg following account of the
battle was sent ky Carnac Yo Clive:

“ On taking command of the Army, I found the Nabob’s Troops
almost outrageols. here was immense arrear due to them, Col®
Caillaud had enter’d into engagements with them which he had not
been able to fulfill, & thg new Nabob shew’d no disposition to satisfi8
their just demands, tho’ the neglect thereof was the chief pretext of

=dieplacing his predecesgor. Ihad a difficult task to bring these people
to tolerable temper, nor should I have been so condescending to them,
but that they hag much justice on their side, & I could not venture to

1 Calendareof Persian Corfespondence, Vol. &, p. 101,

2 The Court wrote: ‘° We cannot comprehend on what grounds the majority
of the Council, contrary to the remonstrances made by the President against
wy it, could venture to authorisé®Mr. Hastings to demand of the Nawab in our name
twenty lakhs of rupees, upon the thre pﬂtpnce that he had made an offer of
that*sune to Mr. Vansittart and the Select CofMfittee at the time of making
the treaty for his accession, and which had been then so properly and so honor-
ably refused. We rejoice at the just and spirited refusal he gave to that un-
warrantable demand.”—Letter dated London, May 13, 1763.
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leave them behind me, lebt during my absence they should make an
attempt upon Patna. Affer near a fortnight’s delay tfey consented
to accompany 1ge, on which I directly marched towalds the Shahzadah,
The 15" instan} We camato the Suan, a deep Bver on-the other side
whereof was the egemy ; Yeing a good wayein front of the Nabobiés
Troops, I®thought it best §o begin the gngagement while they were
at a distance, that in case they had ill designs as I had reason to suspect,
having certain intelligence that mpst of their Jematdars were in
correspondence with the Prince, they might not be able to put them
into execution. I therefore caused the Army to cross the River in
the face of the Enemy, and thanks to the bravery & good behaviolir
of our Troops, & the Service of our Artillery, We obtaéned a complete
Victory. We pursued tHe Enemy near three Coss on theesoad to
Bahar :. observing that M! Law covered tRe retreat, we left our Guns,
marched brisklﬁ up to him, made ourselves masters of alP his cannon
to the number Of eight, & he is himself prisoner with eleven other
Gentlemen & forty nige Soldiers., To the honor of our Troops both
European & Sepoys be it said, when they advanced upon M' Law’s
battery, tho’ they were wholly exposad to the guns for the distance
of 400 yards, and, had they been properly pointed, must have been
considerably galled by them, yet they never deigned to take their
firelocks from their shoulders; it fortunately indeed* happen’d they
were so much elevated that all the shot went over us. We have met
with no other loss than tha§ of a few Lascars by the blowing up of
some bullocl®loads of ammunition, but the blast of one of the French
Tumbrils did a good deal of mischief. It seems the French laid a -
train to it, in hopes it would catch while We, were getting over the
battery, but We were luckily gone ongin pursuit some hundred yards
before it took effect, & the whole shock was%ustained by such of the-
Nabob’s Troops as had got nemr our gear, Who were blown up to the
number of four hundred, 70 or 80 whereof died epon the spot. We
have followed the Prince ever since the action, & press so close upon
him, that We sometimes find the fires of his Cgmp sfill burning. He
made off a few days ago into the high road by the Ganges side, and
moved upwards with intent I believe to proceed by Patna to the
Soane, but by crossing the Country I turnedshim, & have now advice
of his having passed over this Nulla with much difficulty, & loss;
& that having passed it he drew away from the river, & has inckmed™
towards the hills. If I have any merit in our late affair, it is entirely
owing to the lesson I have learned from You, always to push forward,
& I was so happy as to haye under my Command a set @f people who
were as ready to advance a I could be to lead them. Our actual
force was 372 rank & file, 92 Artillery with eight pieces of Cannon
(six 6 Pounders, two twelves){z 2 Howitz, & 1625 Sepoys : that of &
the Enemy is represente==so%large by M’ Law that I am afraid to
mention it lest T should be thought to exaggerste. The Prince
narrowly escaped, the Elephant on whigh He was mounted being
wounded, & the Driver killed by a shot from the Artillery.” ?

1 Powis MSS. e ®
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Shah Alam, Jsorely pressed, surrendered himself to the
English. Calnap received him with the utfnost ceremony,
and escorted, him %o Patna. Here they were ]Glned by Meer
Qossim on March 1. eHe refused to vjsit the Emperor in the
city lest harm should come to him, b l after some negotlatlons
it was agreed that a meetjng should take place at the English
factory. The Mussulman chronicler thus expresses himself :

e “The day being come, the English were busy in turning iheir
factory into ag Imperial hall of audience; and a couple of those
tables, whereon they take their meals, intv an Hindostany throne :
nevertNtless the throne, asswell as the hall, being spread and hung
with rich sfuffs, assumed a very splendid appearang.” !

LY

A FEuropean guard of honQur was sfationed outside the.
factory, and when the Emperor’s pomp appeared in sight, the
British officers and civilian8 “‘ set out on foot with the Major
at their head, anfl after meeting the Monarch, they continued
to march one foot along with tbe moving throne.” 2 The
Emperor alighted at the gate of the factory, entered the hall,
and took his seat on the musnud In abou’c ane hour Meer
Cossim arrived, .

“and after having made his three bows ig a respectful manner, he

presented a nuzur of ong thou#and and one eshreffies (gold mohurs) ;

and immediately after, hejoffered to the Imperial acceptance a number

of qhoans or trays, covered wi®h precious and curious stuffs, fit for

apparrel ; to which *he added a quantity of jewels, and other costly

articles. The Emperor accepted his homage, and honoured him with

a ghylaat of six piecespa chaplet of pearls, with a circlet for the head,
and an aigrette of jewels adorned by black eagle’s feathers; after

which the Navvah made the usual bows, and withdrew into the nex#

To®R.”’

“====ijcre he discussed the revenues of the three provinces, and
he agreed to pay the Emperor a yearly tribute of twenty-four
lacs of rypees ('£240,00Q). This being,settled, he returned to
the presence, was dismissed with every demonstration of regard,
and repaired to his encmnpment Shah Alam was most anxious

~ that_he should be proclaimed at Jme&s Mogul Emperor. He

1 Seir Mutaghesin, Vol. 1L, p. 170. * Hindostany throne,” a musnud
or throne of cushions.
- 2 It was carried upon elght men’s shoulders.
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was generally recogniséd to be the rightful Mogul Emperor,
but ‘the Afghan'Ahmad Shah, the Abdalla who.had defeated
the Mahrattas®at Paniput (January, 1761),%nd destroyed all
hope of Hindu sgpremagy, was the realemaster of the Mogu}
Empire. *Vansfttart wrote to ShaheAlam, on March 5, that
he should first obtain, the consent pf Ahmad Shah, Abdalla,
and the nobles of Delhi to haye the khutbah® read and the
sikkah ? coined in his name, Shah Alam, however, on reaching
Patna, again expressed the wish ¢ that he might be proclaime.d
and acknowledged by us, as already had been done by different
powers in Ind@stan.” 3 But Meer Co®sim wrote to Vansittart
requesting thay Major Carnac might be directed ndt to yield
to the request of Shah Alam_with regard to the sikkah and
khutbah.* An agreement was concluded between Meer Cossim
and Shah Alam, and a copy sent o Vansittart for his advice.

Shah Alam now announced his intentior? of marching to
Delhi, and Meer Cossim, who was anxious that.he should be
out of the range of British influence, agreed to pay half of
the yearly gribute, and tb proclaim him king as soon as he
passed the frontier of the province. Early in June, Shah
Alam marched from Pgtna, escorted by Major Carnac’ with a
large portion of the British force.e On June 21, 1761, Carnac
wrote to the Governor and..Coun%il: .

“ His Majesty crossed the Caramnarra this mornjng. . . The
accompanying is a copy of two arzees (petitions) I presented to him
last night, with the answers he wrote in theebody,thereof with his

own hand in the presence of Messieurs Lushington and Ironside as
eowell as myself.” .
< . -
Carnac “ humbly ” petitioned - .
“ that your Majesty will be pleased to order, that sunnuds be graﬂea
for all the zemindarrees and factories of commerce belonging to the
Company in the empire of Indosban; at Calcutt# in the Subah of
" Bengal and Madras, and Bombay, and e port of Surat fh the dis-
tricts of Deccan.” * ‘ ,
1 Khutbah, a public prayer or cgzcours.e pron(ﬁmced in the mosques at the o
Friday’s service, in which ruditg prince is prayed for. .
2 Sikkah, the designation 9T the silver currency of the Emperors of Delhi,
and a chief emblem-of sovereignty. . :

S Report of the House of Commons: Colgnel Coote’s evidence.
4 Calendar of Persian Correspondence.
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He also ,begged that a “ sunnud after the usual form be
granted for' the, conﬁrmatlon of the jagheer ok Colonel Clive,”
Shah Alam wrote, & follows :

‘“ Whenever the petltlon for it (the arfee) is senb in form,”and the
peshcush * delivered to the’royal Sircar, the petitioned sunnuds we
will graciously grant. Besjdes this, in consideration of the services
of that servant, the Dewannee Of the Subah of Bengal, on condition
of paying the Malguzaree,? accordmg to the former amount, and a
suitable peshcush shall be granted.” 3 :

Tbg‘;Diwe.mi of Bengal not only tonferred on the holder
the duty of collecting tBe revenue, but also invested him with
extensive ]udlclal powers in all civil and ﬁnarj ial cases. The
acceptance of the office by the Company was bound, as the
Board wrote, to “ be a source of perpetual contest and ill-will
with the Nabob.” They did not reject it on that ground, as
it has been so 8ften stated. They resolved that ‘ lest such
an gppaintment might at any time hereafter be thought advan-
tageous, we will for the present defer coming to any resolution
thereon ; and only write the King irf ansvver, that we shall soon
send our requests Jin form.”

It will be remembered that Meer ,Cossim was one of the
chief persons who, Ry false charges, persuaded Eyre Coote
that it was necessary to d.eprive Ram Narain, the Naib or
deputy Nawab of Patna, of his office, and how Ram Narain
was protected by Clive. Meer Jaffier and Meer Cossim hated
the Hindu governo? because he proved a faithful ally of the
British, and Meer Cossim considered that the time had now comg

«~ wiken he could deprive him of the government and obtain pos-
~=usgssion of the balance of his revenues and his private treasures,
which were supposed to be very great. Meer Cossim demanded
a statement of Ram Narain’s gccounts, which were three years
in arreafs, ®wing to his’country hav.ing been regularly overrun

! Peshkash—P. Lit., whgt is first drawn. A fine or present to the ruling
~a Dower on receiving an appointment or assjgnment of revenue, or a renewal of
the grant or like.—Persian Corresponden
*MdaMuzare (A.P. mal, property, land revem and guzari, the act of pay-
ing a debt or ﬂne),orevenue assessment ; -the payment of land revenue : also the
person or land subject to such, payment —Ibid,
3 Vansittart’s Narrative, Vol. 1, p. 259.



The Life of Lord Clive

by hostile armi¢s. He had already squeezed other Hindu
grandees under ipretence of making them aceount for their
balance. It was a favourite pretext with erentaf[ monarchs
before fogce and dotorturi were applied. ® The -Nawab repre~#
sented to Vansittart that he could-1fot satisfy the pecuniary
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claims of the Company «until he had recovered the money from

Ram Narain. On February 9 the Select Committee wrote to
Carnac that he was ‘ to protect Ramnarain against all violencg
and injustice that may be offered to his persog, honour or
fortune,”” but in the salne letter they requested Carges that
“he would “ givg the Nawab all the necessary assistance ” with
regard to an examination of accounts which he demanded
from the Deputy-Governor of Behar. Carnac realised the
meaning of the ° necessary assistance.”” He wrote that he
was willing to support the Nawab * as far as he means to act
fairly ; but should he expect any support from me in acts
of injustice, he will be much mistaken. The Englisk fotces,
while I have the honour of commanding them, shall never be
employed a9 instryments of violence and oppression.” As to
their instructions in regard to Ram Narain, it would afford
him the greatest pleaswre to protect a person * for whom I
know Colonel Clive had a particufhr regard, and who himself
deserves much at the hands of thg English, on account of the
attachment he has all along shown them, howevey ill he might
"be disposed to the Nabob.” But there.vvas no mention of
government. Carnac wrote to the Select Committee, April
13, 1761 :

® * —

“I am directed, Gentlemen, by your letter, under date the 9th

of February, to protect Ramnarrain against alt violence and injustrce
that may be offered against his person, honour, or fortune. If you
do not mean to include in these the continuance of the subahdarree
to him, it will be impossilfie for me to cofiply with yowr directions ;
and the moment that all Bower is taken from himself, he will be
reduced to the necessity of seekmg an asylum elsewhere, from the
oppression of the Nabob,» 1 Y .

1 Major Carnac, in his evidence before the House of Commons, said:  The
second order the Governor and Council gave ma was to deliver up Ramnarain,
which I absolutely refused.”

o
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This letter was read at a Consultation held gt Fort William,
April 21, 1761.* Jyre Coote had arrived frfm- Madras, and
was about to proaeed to Patna to assume command of the
Bengal army, and thesame day the Select Congmlttee astructed
him to secure Ram Narain ‘‘ against all attempt at oppression
or injustice, and furthere that the government of Patna be
preserved if it is his inclinatin to continue in it.”” There is,
however, an entry in the Calendar of Persian Correspondence,
under the da¥e April 29, which records that Vansittart wrote
to Meew®ossim that heghad received the Nawab’s purwannah
(order) acquainting him that he had dismisseg Ram Narain
and appointed another man in his place. In®another letter,
written the same day, he ‘““assured His #xcellency that the
Colonel will obey him.”  The fiery Eyre Coote was hardly the
man likely to ohey the Nawab. Meer Cossim might dismiss
Ra,m Narain, but until he got possession of his person, which
was guafded by British sepoys, he could not deprive him of
his treasures. Eyre Coote informeq the House of Commons
that, after the Shahzada left Patna, Meer Lossim®

‘“ turned his thoughts intirely towards the seizing of Ramnarrain,
~for which, if T would glve him up, he offered me seven lack and a half
of rupees, and whatevep I pleased to the gentlemen of my family ;

this I communicated, byeletter, to the governor and council of 17th
July, 1761.7 1 .

Offers of a séx_mila,r nature were made to Carnac and refused.
* The Nabob finding he could not gain his point,” Eyre Coote
added, ** with regard to Ramnarrain, then thought it necessary
= t3™write the Governor Mr. Vansittart, the most scandalous

ctives, and falsesaccusations, against me.”

Ram Narain, on his part, thought it necessary to spread
the mosf, sgand'alous ingectivel and fglse accusations against
the Nawab, in order to influence sEyre Coote. Between a
Mussulman Nawab and a Hindu Govelnor it would be unwise

™ ta attempt to decide the meérits. RmNaraln is accused of
havmg spread the report that Meer Cossim intended to attack
the city on the night ofeJune 16, The night passed without

1 Rgport of the House of Commons: Colonel Coote’s evidence,
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any sign of host}ility, and the next morning Eyre Coote pro-
ceeded to the:Nawab’s camp accompanied ly % troop of horse
and a company on sepoys. On arriving Eh@re he ‘was told thg
Nawab could mot be seen: -

1 went into the outfer tent, taking pistols in my hand for my
own security, and sat down there otill I should hear further :—As
it is a custom in India, when they*mean ill to a person that visits
them in camp, to cut the tent cords, and let the tent fall on the persqn
they mean to destroy, I desired Captain. Iser to place two of the
troopers round the tent, {o prevent any mischief of that kind ; and
finding the Nabob would not see me, I yode away.” <>

The -folloyv?ng is the account of the incident which Meer
Cossim sent to Vangittart : :

“ This morning Mr. Watts entered my private apartment, which
is near the Zenana, calling out, * Where is the Nabob ?’ and then
stopt. After him Colonel Coote, in a great passon with his horse-
men, Peons, Seepoys and others, with a cocked pistol in each Iland,
came uttering God-dammees into my tent. It so happeted, that
I was asleep in the Zenana, and none of my guards were present.
How shall Igexpress the urbecoming manner in which the Colonel
went about from temt to tent, with thirty-five horsemen and two
hundred seepoys, calling out, ¢ Where is the Nabob ?°

° . '

The story told by Meer Cossim® may,be disregarded. The
Nawab attributed the incident to the intrigues of Ram Narain :
“ This base man is ungrateful, treacherous, and dntent only on

mischief ; and to support such a wicked man, who has not any fear

of God, and has even forgot himself, is to giYe caumse for continual

animosities.”
L ]

Vansittart yielded to the ’clamour? and threats of=tin: ==
Nawab ; Carnac and Coote were recalled, the guard of sepezs==
at Ram Narain’s house was withdrawn, and he was left to
the tender mercy of an Oriental despot with the worthless
stipulation that he should be exempted from ill-lisage. The
ire of Clive was roused when he heard of the violation of a
solemn pledge, and he de¢hred *that no Hindu in the thrge &
provinces would again have any faith in the guarantet of the
British Government. .

" The offer of the Diwani inflamed the jealousy. of Meer
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Cossim. The offer had not been refused, aid it might any
day be accgpted. e The Diwani in the hand§ of the English
would be a p‘ermarﬁzn}: blow to the independe'ce of the Nawab
of Bengal. He regarded the surrender of Ram Narfin as an
acknowledgment of the doctrine of his independence, and he
determined to establish stcurely that doctrine by creating an
efficient army. He discharged the greater number of the old
Bengal rabble and enlisted in their place Persians, Tartars,
soldiers of foftune belonging to the waglike races of the north.
Meer C¥8sim introduced éEuropean drill and discipline into the
force. Deserters and sepoys who had been d&ismissed from
the English service were enlisted and distribdted among the
ranks to train the men in the®latest mifltary exercises. An
Armenian of great ability swas his Commander-in-Chief and
War Minister ; ¢Maskar, also an Armenian, commanded a
divisjon of his army, and Walter Remkardt commanded a
brigade under the name of Sombre or Somroo.! He removed
from Murshidabad, which was little more than.a hundred
miles from Calcutta, and took up his residence at the hill fort
of Monghyr, which was more than three hundred miles. Here
he established factorles for {he casting®f guns and the manu-
facture of ammunition’ and muskets of the latest pattern.
Meer Cossim, having forgtd an efficient instrument of war,
became more® disposed to vindicate his independence and
dignity. The movements which culminated in his warlike -
action were then beginning. Vansittart was an incapable
Governor, and the Cguncil grew divided. In August, 1761,
~arrved the dispatch from the London Board ordering the im-
“W™iate dismissal of %ll those who had signed Clive’s dispatch
rebuking the Company. This decision, together with previous
retirements, Jed to there being 2 majority in the Council bitterly
1 ¢ The real name of this adventurer is unc;rtain, as is his country. By one
account he was a Frenchmarf} by another :Z'German and a Protestant; a third
‘reqoncﬂes the others by making hifi a nfiye of Alsace. He was originally
a carpenter, and afterwards a Serjeant in thes#sw#hch army.”—‘ The Rise of
the British Power ip the East,” by the Hon. Mountstuart Elphinstone (1887),
p. 398. Broome, in his ‘“ History of the Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army,”

states that he originally was a Butcher, born and bred at Strasburg, who came
to India in the Swiss Company attached to the Bombay Europeans.
[ 4
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opposed” to Vamsittart. The decision alsop caused Warren
Hastings to beTIl'emoved from the office gf *Resident at the
Nawab’s Durbal, where he .had shown tast and"moderation,
to a seabein thg Supreme Council. Mr. Gwire, the chief of tie
Patna agency, was one of those dismissed, and he was replaced
by Mr. Ellis, a man ‘of strong.prejudices and ungovernable
temper. . He had no sooner tak¥n charge of the agency than
he was guilty of acts of unwarrantable violence which deepdy
wounded the pride of the Nawab, and led himeto apprehend
a determined attack on his independegce. Rarly in te month
of April, 1762yWarren Hastings was sent on a mission to inquire
not only into the causes of the quarrel between the Nawab
and Mr. Ellis, butsalso intoethe disputes which had arisen
between the Nawab and the chiefs of the English factories
owing to the abuse of the right of private trade.

Under Mohammedan rule in Bengal the Zemlndar paid a
certain sum to the Nawab as duties on internal tiade, and
the gomasthas, their corrypt and extortionate agents, exacted
the utmost’ from the traders. Toll- and Custom-houses were _
erected on the roads and the banks of the rivers, at each of
which goods in transit Were stopped until*the duties were paid
and the gomasthas satisfied. These uties were levied not
only on the silks and muslins and rich ‘merchandise that came
down the Ganges, but also on the cattle and gmain and other
.necessities of life, and they hampered 5ot only the general
beneficial operations of commerce, but contributed to the
'poverty stricken condition of the peasantry JMacaulay states
that ‘ enormous fortunes were accumulatai at Calcuttas=wre—"
thirty millions of human beings were reduced to the extrengs™
of wretchedness.” The several millions of Bengal had been
reduced to the extremjty of Wretchegness by the qppression
of their Mussulman conquerors, by the depredatlons of invaders
and local bandits, before the native agents of the European
traders appeared on othe Xene *and added to their misery. €
It was the gold and silver discovered in the,palaceS of the
Nawabs and the Moslem nobles, it was the wealth of the Hindu - “
bankers and merchants, whom the Nawabs nourished in order
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to bleed, that excited the cupidity of the men from th¢ western
world, the\herca‘ntlle servants of the Companfy, whose salaries
were not su.himent‘ to support them because gonsumed by the
fever of rapid gail). ¢An easy way of obtaifling qulck access
to fortune was the inland ¢érade. * The Compahy never carried
on any inland trade,” Clive told the House of Commons.
“ Their commerce has been gonfined to Ewports and Imports
only By reason of the Mogul Emperor’s firman the Com-
pany’s goods,. when protected by the Company’s dustuck or
permit, were allowed to pass free. TBhe Company ‘ allowed
all thos‘e‘ who served th®m under covenants, to make use of
their dusfucks for such commodities as belofiged to them-
selves; but forbid, under severe penaltles, the prostitution
of this privilege to any others® At the onset “a question
arose, whether the Company’s agents were entitled to trade
from one part ofsthe province to another, in such commodities
as were the produce of Bengal” ! The Viceroy of the day
repudiated the pretension with indignation, ** declaring that _
he would not suffer the dustucks to protect any goods, excepting
such as were imported, or were purchased fo be exported, by
sea.” After Plassey Clive used to oRtain from Meer Jaffier
special passes for particular persons which exempted them
from paying internal duties.. It was an error. A privilege
soon came to be gsserted as a right when the influence of his
strong will was removed and the machinery was worked by
a weak successor. After the departure of Clive, all the servants
of the Company, from the Governor to the junior writer,
glaimed the right gfearrying on an inland trade, duty free,
under the privilege of the Company’s dustuck or pass. They
mmed, as Clive stited, * a more extensive right than the
Company ever had.” 2 The Company had forbidden, under
severe pehalties, the exténsion of the prévilege of dustuck to any
other besides their covenanted servants. Their servants, how-
ever, were generally unacqua1nte¢ with the country and the
language, and they used the intervemiton of certain factors

1 Orme, Vol. 11, p. 25.
2 Speech in the H8use of Commons, March 30, 1772,
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among Wthe natives which were called “ hanyans.” ! The
banyan acted ‘Yfor himself or as the substityte o}' some great
black merchanty” * They have knowledge of #the country
.and its gffairs;”’ ‘Burke told the House of Lords; * they hawe
money, they have the arts of making money. The gentleman
who comes from England has none of these; he enters into that
world, as he enters into the world at darge, naked.” Clive
described to the House of Commons the temptations.that beset
the path of the young writer when he landed ingBengal, “ and

T " s @
not worth a groat. o >

 Let us no%y take a view of one of these writers arrived in Bengal,
and not worth asgroat. As soon as he lands, a Banyan, worth perhaps
one hundred thousapd pounds, desnes he may have the honour of
serving this young gentleman, %t four shillings and six-pence per
month. The Company has provided .chambers for him, but they are
not good enough ;—the Banyan finds better. The young man takes
a walk about the town, he observes that other Writers, arrived only
a year before him, live in splendid apartments or havg houses of their
own, ride upon fine pracing Arabian Horses, and in Palanqueens and
Chaises ; that they keep Seragliod, make Entertainments, and treat
with Chamﬂ’aigne apd Claret. When he returns he tells the Banyan
what he has observed. The Banyan assures him he may soon arrive
at the same good fortune ; X he furnishes him W1th money ; he is then

at his mercy. .

The banyan proceeds to tempt the.young writer *“in the
way of his profession which is Erade. He, assures him that
goods may be had cheap and sold to great advantage up the
country.” The banyan employs his perseasion and his power
to obtain possession of the young writer’s dustuck, and he
appoints gomasthas or commercial agggts ewho under the
cover of these dustucks conducts the trade up countrﬁ
free. The young writer has little other Share in the proce%fc‘;
ings of his servant but in giving him the ticket of his name.
“ From that moment forward,” says®Burke, * iteis ¢he black
merchant that is the nlaster.” He gives the writer * just
what proportion of the Slel as Jhe pléases.” But it was not

.

- -

! Banyan. ‘The word was adopted from Vanriya, a man of the triding caste

(in Gujarati vaniyo), and that comes from Sanscrit vamf a merchant. The

terminal nasal may be a Portuguese addition (as in Palanquin, mandarin,
Bassein), or it may be taken frem the plural form vaniyan.
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only the segvantg of the Company who enteredgon theif private
account, inl?l% the cguntry trade. AdventurersfEnglish, French
and Germa® and yealthy American traders fappeared on the
€anges. They boug®t or forged dustucks, angd theys hoisted,
without authority, the Btitish flag which was a protection to
their cargo. They, too, emplQyed gomasthas, and these instru-
ments of oppression®and tyranny, recruited from the lowest
pgrt of the natives of Bengal, swarmed over the country.
Macaulay, ¢ whose essays on Warren Hastings and Clive
are the ggle intellectual eguipment of s0 many regarding India,
writes: “ Fiven despair could not inspire thegsoft Bengalee
with courage to confront men of English breed,» the hereditary
nobility of mankind, whose skjll and valour had so often
triumphed in spite of tenfold odds.” The * hereditary nobility
of mankind > is hardly a mddest assumption. But it was not
men of English Breed but the Bengalee agents who pillaged
and tortered *the manufacturers and weavers of their own
race. Besides the gomasthas of the Company and of private
traders there arose a body of native harpigs who® pretended
to be the gomasthas of the English merchants, and they dressed
their retainers like ¢he sepoys and bedged orderlies of the
Company. Early ine the *month of April, 1762, Warren
Hastings, accompanied by a guard of sepoys, left Calcutta for
Murshidabad, ,and$ observing the state of the country during
his journey, he laid bare and protested against the abuses
which he found prevalent. In a letter to Vansittart, dated
“ One coss beyond Baggulpoor, 25th April,” he said : °

-
" SIR,—I beg leave to lay before you a grievance which calls loudly
edress, and will, umless duly attended lo, render ineffectual any
endeavours to create a firm or lasting harmony between the Nabob
and the Company; I mean the oppressions committed under the
sanction o# the English nafhe, and through®the want of spirit in the
Nabob’s subjects to oppose them. This®evil, I am well assured, is
not confined to our depegdents alone, but is practised all over the
ecountry by people falsely assuming theqxabits of our sepoys, or calling
th@mselvgs our gomastahs. As, on such*Btcasions, the great power
of the English intimidates the people from making any resistance, so
on the other hand the indolence of the Bengalees, or the difficulty of
gaining access to those who might do them justice, prevents our having

®
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knowledde of theyoppressions, and encourages thgir cqutinuance, to
the great though Y\Inmerited scandal of our governrgent ! I have been
surprised to meef| with several English flags flying illplaces which
I have passed ; d on the river I do not_b@ieve that I passed 2
boat witlfout one. By whatever title they $ave been assumed (for
I could only trust to the information oI my eyes, without stopping
to ask questions), I am sure their frequency can bode no good to the
Nabob’s revenues, to the quiet of ﬁhe countyy, or the honour of our
nation ; but evidently tend to lessen each of them.” 1
. * *

Macaulay’s sketch is less simple and authgritative than
Hastings’. He does not attempt to portray actualitjes, but
to paint a sgene in a country which he knew superficially.

. The following passage has been, and is, widely read :

“ They found th® little finger of the Company thicker than the
loins of Surajah Dowlah. Under their old masters they had at least
one resource: when the evil became® insupportable, the people rose
and pulled down the government. But the English government was
not to be so shaken off. That government, oppressive as the most
oppressive form of barbarian despotism, was strohg with 411 the
strength of civilisation. It resembled the government of evil Genii
rather thangthe government of human tyrants. Even despair could
not inspire the soft Bengalee with courage to confront men of English
breed, the hereditary nobility of mankind, whdse skill and valour had
so often triumphed in spi§e of tenfold odds. The unhappy race never
attempted resistance. Sometimes they sul%mitted in patient misery.
Sometimes they fled from the white man, as their fathers had been
used to fly from the Mahratta; ad the palanquin of the English
traveller was often carried through silent villages apd towns, which
the report of his approach had made desolate.”

However much the people may have .prefe'rred a Hindu to
*a Mohammedan governor, no instance is recollected of their
rising to support any native prince, o Gethrone anyp=tsmT
usurper, or to keep out an invader. dBengal has been dke==
scene of frequent revolutions, but they have been due to the
lawless spirit of the, Mohammedan, advenfurers and their
military followers, and the passive temper of the general mass
of the people inhabiting that region. Jt was the same temper,
as Hastings pointed gud, thaf prevented the people frome
repressing the evil gomasthas and their armed bands dressed
like British sepoys. Hastings mentions that during one of

- 1 Gleig's ““ Memoirs of Warren Hastings,” Vol. L, pp. 107-8,
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ceded him agy complaints were made gainst them' on
- the road, and mostyof the petty towns and seyhis were deserted
®¥n our approach, and®the shops shut up from the appgehension
of the same treatment frdm us.” 1 This is a dlfferent picture
from the palanquin of the English traveller, ““often carried
through silent villafes and stowns which the report of his
approach ~had made desolate.” The evils were not due, as
Macaulay staes, to a government strong with all the strength
of civiligation, but to tQe absence of those appropriate laws
and institytions which hinder the inherited pasgons of human
nature. The Company then had no effectrve. control or
authority in the three provinges, and there was no certain
boundary fixed between the Nawab’s authority and the ill-
defined privileges of the English.

Warren Hastl'ngs, after three months of anxious labour,
returned® to ‘Calcutta, having accomplished nothing The
mischief grew greater and greater, and the Nawab complained
loudly and bitterly of the injury done to higofficer®, whilst the
chiefs of the factories and their agents complained of the
violence and tyranny of the Nawab’s ®fficers. The following
are extracts from twoef théir letters :

his marchX ugh the country a party of these sefoys pre-

*
(1) From Patna, Oct. 7. ®

‘“ At Johanhabad our servants have been abused and- expelled.
No redress can be had. This accounts for the deficiency of your
Investment. Fotce afone will meet the case.”

(2) From Dacca. Oct. 8. o

outrages ofThe last month have come to such a pass as
madizost to put a stop {o business. We have written to Chittagong
for a company of Sepoys.” 2

The Goupcil. at Caleaitta had no dgsire to use force, and
agreed that Vansittart, accompanied by Warren Hastings,
should proceed to Monghyr and nggotiate an agreement with
®tire Nawab. On arrival there, aftep frequent consultations
with Meer Cossim, Vansittart concluded an agreement for the

1 Gleig’s ““ Memoirs of Warren Hastings,” Vol. I, p. 108.
* Powis MSS.
[ ]
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governmint of the inland trade and the suppissiogf of abuses.
The terms were pomprised in nine Articlesie By fhe first :
“ For all tradelymported or to be exporteg By shipping, the ‘Comyg )

pany’s dwstuck shall be granted, and 1t shall pass unmolested and -
free of customs as usual.”

By the second Article, whicll ha% begn so often misrepre-
sented, it was settled that : *

“ For all trade from one place in the country to another, in corh-
modities produced in the country, the Company’s difstuck shall not
be granted, but it shall go with the dustgck of the Nawab&sCustom-
houses.” .

By the bhi?‘d and fourth Articles it was agreed that the
duty should be paid beforehamd, and that after the dispatch
of the goods nothing should be paid at any of the custom-
houses or at the place of sale. By the eighth Article it was
agreed that : .

““ Thg gomastahs in every place shall carry on their trade freely,

and as merchants ; ; and shall on no account, use force in buying or -

selling.” ° .

All acts of oppression or other offences Which the gomasthas
might commit should b® punished oby the Nawab’s magistrates.
The ninth Article contained regulatlons’ for the protection of
the gomasthas against ‘* partialitg,” and if any officer of the
government ‘ shall prove gullty the Nawab shall punish him
in the most exemplary manner.” The dyties 1.30 be paid were
_ fixed at 9 per cent., “ which in fact was no remedy to the
®vil,” Clive told the House of Commons, * because the natives
paid infinitely more.” A letter containing the terms =T —
ment was sent by Vansittart to the Nawab on the under™
standing that no use should be made of the agreement until
he arrived at Calcutta., The Nawab, guilty of a gross breach
of faith and a gross act of folly, sent copies of the letter to all
parts of the country and ordered hiseofficers to enforce the
immediate observance gf sthe regulations. The ofﬁcers pro-°
ceeded to stop all the English goods then in, transit and to
demand duty on them. The demand swas resisted, and various

acts of violence arose. .
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The CoNgeil fjrst heard of the agreement through & Persian
copy of Vakittdr#s letter, sent by the Nawgb to one of his
gfficers, being forwmarded to them. They wre naturally in-
dignant at the total disregard of their authority, and d¢he com-
plaints from the factories aroused their wrath. They denied
that Vansittart had any *authority to ‘make the agreement.
Clive, in his evidence before "the Committee of the House of
C8mmons,” stated that he did not * think Mr, Vansittart was
authorised to®conclude a treaty withopt laying it before the
Council™ At a Consuleation held on March 1, 1763, the
opinions of all the members were delivered ugon the terms
of the agreement. The majority decided that’: °
“by the firmauns and husbul hoSkums,? ﬂ’le. English East India
Company have an undoubted right to trade in every article produced
in the Indostan emJ)ire, either for foreign or inland trade ; and that
dustucks ought to be given with any articles ; and that Meer Mahomed

Jaffier Alige Cawn, in his treaty, has very particularly confirmed the
same for the provinces under the subahdarree of Bengal.”

Warren Hastings, in a minute which showgd the fearlessness
and strength of his*judgment, recorded that:

“ The privileges thérefore cl.aimed by tfe Company, and allowed
by the government, wereeoriginally designed by both, for such a frade
only as was carried on byethe former ; that is, in goods brought into
the country, or purghased in it for exportation.”

L ]

The Council nextresolved, Vansittart and Warren Hastings
dissenting, that the Emperor’s firman entitled them to trade
in all articles freg from duty. The majority, however, were ofe

e OpIMeM=that a dut}'r’o% 21 per cent. on salt should be paid to
"M Nawab as a favour, and not of right, The eighth Article,
that gave the Nawab’s officers the right to try and punish
English g.om.asthbs, excijed theé indigngtion not only of the
majority of the Council, but of the whole settlement. The
opposition was based wpon argumgnts and assertions similar
'to.tlxose. which assailed Lord Macaulagy’s Black Act and the

! Husbul hookums— Hasbu-l-hukm : According to command. The initial
words, and thence the title, of 3§ document issued agreeably to royal authority
by the wazir or other high officer of the Government,—Persian Correspon-
dence, p. 473.

[
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Jury BiN., Thefpchief argument was the kﬂow‘n oppression -
and corruption 4f the native officers. The°C5un£1,, with the
single exception {f Warren Hastings, resolved to absolve every,
person employed in their service frop the jurisdiction of the
government,

“This, it is true,” Hastings wrote, * will ‘prevent their suffering
any oppression, but it gives them a Tull licence of oppressing others ;
since whatever crimes they may commit, the magistrate muet patienthy
look on, nor dare even to defend the lives or properties,of the subjects
entrusted to his care, without a violation of our rights and privileges.
Such is the expedlent proposed for the sesurity of our trad€y and for
preserving the tﬁanquility of the country 1 ”

He added: « *

*“ Such a system of governmert cannot fail to create in the minds
of the wretched inhabitants an abhorgence of the English name and
authority ; and how will it be possible for the Nabob, whilst he hears
the cries of his people, which he cannot redress, fiot to wish to free
himself from-an alliance, which subjects him {o such.indigpities ? !

Great was the anger of the Nawab when he heard that the
Council had rejeaed Van51tta1t’s agreement. A suspicion,
not without foundation, arose in his mind that some of the
members of Council Were determined td depose him. On
Feburary 22 he wrote to Vansittart -as®President, wishing to
know if the Governor will make she ““ 8 gentlemen ” abide by
the agreement. He understood that a number of the gentle-
men intended to set up another subahdar, It is of no con-
sequence to His Excellency whoever succeeds him. He does
a0t pay regard to matters of small importance,”” On March 6.
the violent Ellis, hearing that the Compaiy’s goods lEETEen
obstructed, sent three companies of sepoys “ to clear the Cof®™
pany’s business—and seize all who have interrupted it.” A
collision took place between the'Nawalys troops angd the sepoys,
and blood was shed. On the 14th the Nawab wrote that it
was only for friendship’s sgke that he had put up with every-
thing. <* °

* Now that he is belng insulted by ° servanis and people of

1¢ Mr. Hastings’ Minute of the 2nd March.”—Vansittart’s Narrative,
Vol. IL, pp. 422.-23.
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no charact patience is quite exhausted. Onefmay by
all means Xfl‘l ¢ly to one man but to be fependant upon
ten people I3 beyqud one’s power.”” ! The Council on the

Peceipt of this gross tsult should have at once declgred war.
But they were weak and vacillating, and they replied that
they were sending two membgrs of Council, Mr. Amyatt and
Mr. Hay, to negotidte a fresh treaty with him. As to the
insulting epithets, they were unwilling to suppose that they
were meant te be applied to the mémbers of Council, but they
insistededpon an explanajjon, as they would by no means suffer
themselveg to be treated with disrespect. Meer Cossim replied
(April 2) that “ With regard to his calling the gentlemen of
the Council ‘ servants’ and ‘ mgn of low eharacter,” asks the
Governor to consider whether such people as are sending
sepoys to seize the officers of the Sarkar and creating disturb-
ances, are of low ‘character or not.” 2
““To%add tuel to the flame he wrote the same day that he
had removed all the toll-houses, and written to his offfcers not
to take a single kaure? on account of dutigs.” ®
In the meantime the Board had received a copy of a sunnud
of the Nawab contaming an exemptiow of all duties ‘within his
Government for two wears ’and a copy of an order enjoining
the strictest compliande with the terms of this sunnud. The
Council fell into®a violent fit of fury and decided that the
general exemptlon of all the Nawab’s subjects from the pay-
ment of duties destr oyed the value of their exclusive privileges,
and was a violation of -the spirit of the treaties made with
weasnttf e (licr  and <M Nawab. But this argument did not
™weuprove itself to Warren Hastings’ mind. *° The Nawab,”
he said, * has granted a boon to his subjects, and there are
no glounds for demandipg that a soverelgn prince should with-
draw such & boon or for threatening Jimn with war in the event
of refusal.”” The majprity of the Board decided that Messrs.
- Ixmyatt and Hay should represent.to the Nawab the matter,

1Persxam Corregpondence, Vol. I, p. 199
2 Ibid., p. 206.
3Kaure Hind., Cowry, tht small white shell current as money. About
5,120 cowries were equal to the rupee, or two shillings.
[ ]
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and insi} upon, his revoking his sunnud arﬂi cqlfecting the
duties as before
On April 19 ty)e Nawab wrote to the Pr5s1dent that he had
no objectéon to geceiving Amyatt and Hay if they were accom: -
panied by only one or two companies of sepoys. With regard
to fresh negotiations, he considered that to make a new treaty
every year-was contrary to rule, for the “treaties of men have
lives.” He would, however, see what Mr. Amya® had ®o
propose. He wondered how the English woul@ observe the
new treaty, since they had not abidédby the old: * Eategrity
is the most vafuable quality in man,” Meer Cossim emarked.
“ God forbid- titat any man should prove false and become a
_scorn to the world.” ® At the same time the pious Nawab ordered
the two Seths, grandsons of the great banker Jagat Seth,
who was living in Murshidabad under the guarantee of the
English, to be arrested and sent to Monghyr. Mr. Amyatt
remonstrated, and received an angry and sarcasti® retort.
On May 23 the embassy pyesented to the Nawab the demands
of the Board. On May 381 he sent an answer refusing to comply
with the main provisions. The same day a fleet of boats had
arrived at Monghyr ladén with gocgds for the factory at Patna,
and also with arms and military stores fer the troops stationed
there. The Nawab had receivede® mformatlon that Mr. Ellis
intended to capture that city by surprise, and the arrival of
the arms seemed to confirm the report. He ordered the boats
to be detained, on the ground that sending arms and military
stores to Patna was a breach of the treaty jwith him. On
June 8 Vansittart wrote to the NaWabQ%tmg thatse=and
Mr. Amyatt had never said that they wouwld not send mlhtary"‘=
stores; ““the only promise made was that the troops at Patna
would not be reinforced,”” ! THe stoppage of the bogts laden
with arms by his Excellency could only be regarded they
added, as an act of hostility. The follewing day, June 9, the
Council decided that if_the Nawab did not immediately ©
release the boats the mlssmn should quit RKis “Court. On
June 13 Meer Cossim wrote to Amyatt that he would

1 Persian Correspondence, Vol. 1., pp., 224-5. . X



The Struggle for Supremacy 238

at Patna, pr r. Ellis is removed therefrom gnd replaced either
by Mr. Amy Mr. McGuire, or Mr. Hastings. I the English want
avar, the addressee sMogld say so plainly, that ti® dastaks and par-
wanahs may be sent him. Has not yet been askegd to giwe him his
dismissal.”” 1 *

‘“ release th boaa and consent to the troops continuing §o remain
ide
g

Six days after the Britih envoy informed the Nawab
that he was ordered to demand his passport if His Kxcel-
lency didnot release the boats. But Meer Cossim had for
some time been preparing to risk the hazard of war. He
had applied to Shah Afam and the Nawab Vizier of Oudh
for assistahce against the English; and he hsﬁ concentrated
his troop towards Patna. On June 21 the Embassy sent the
following notes in cypher to Cllcutta and Patna: *“We are
made prisoners as far as seizing our boats and surrounding
of us can make us—the boats of arms were stopped a few
miles fron hence.”

The next day the Nawab wrote to the Governorethat he
had released the boats with the mwskets, but he had heard
from the mission that they had received an &rder of the Council
that the troops at Patna should never be removed. He added :

.

““ Since Mr. Ellis ha$ proceeded to such lengths, as to prepare
ladders and platforms in ‘order &0 take the fort of Patna; now you
may take whatgver*measures you think best for the interests of the
Company, and your own. I repeatedly wrote to you to release me
from this business, and appoint another, but you did not even reply
to me on this subject.”

L4
v (giine 23 heeeflowed Amyatt and other officers of the
- mission to depart, Qaving given them * assurances of their
persons and honour being safe.”” He, however, insisted
that Mr. Hay should rgmain aes a hostage for the safety of
certain of hfs officers detained at Caledtta. On June 24 Ellis
heard that the mission,was to have left Monghyr the previous
eday and there was no prospect of peace being maintained. He
at the seme time learnt that a strong bfigade under the Armenian
commander, Markus, wgs on the march from Monghyr to

1 Persian Correspondence, Vol, I, pp., 224-5,

-
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reinforcdthe Nawab’s troops at Patna. In MayEllighad written
to the Council : ﬁ

“ Our safety li& in mastering the city by acoup de main before
the Naboly gets into it ; for, afterwards, it m%y be 1mpract1cable an
the consequence of our acting on the defenswe anywhere but in the
city, we have already pojnted out.”

He had shown that the factory was ndt tenable if attacked
from the city, and if they quitted the factory and * a0k posts”
they would “ sacrifice our surgeons and sick who reside in
the city.” Ellis determined to take dhe city by coupcde main
before the expected reinforcement arrived. The stQry is now
best told by.fge two following contemporary accounts which
have a great deal of historical, interest:

““ A Short Sketch of the Troubles in,Bengal to ye 28 July 1763~

‘“ Some disputes having arisen between the }Nabob Cossim Aly
Cawn & the Government of Calcutta and particularly concerning the
Extent of our Priviledges as to the Inland Trade irt the degihning
of April Rless™ Amyatt & Hay two Members of the Board attended

by some Ciyjlians & Officess were dispatched on a_ Deputation to
Mongeer in order toesettle with the Nabob such Methods of Accomo-
dation as might reconcile the Interest of both*Parties and preserve
good Order & Tranquillity in the Country.

They resided there about six Wegks but during that Time they
were not able to effect any thing towards the purpose of their Embassy.
On the contrary jealousy & Distrust seem’d to be heightend on both
Sides from the Insolence of several of the Nabolss Officers and from
the unjust Authority assumed by some of the Enghsh Agents and
Gomastahs in different Parts of the Country.e Thege Circumstances
aggravated the Missunderstanding to such a Degree that the Nabobs
sonduct seem’d plainly to indicate either a belief that 'We had deter-
mined on a Rupture with Him or else that heuyad taken a resolutiqp ..
of the same Nature himself. The first Instance of this appear’d in _
his stopping some Boats with 500 Stand ofeArms going to Patna"
and making a Formal Demand that our Forces should be recalled
from thence and station’d about his Person at Mengeer or sent to
Calcutta or otherwise that another Chie? should be sppwinted for
Patna giving for Reason tlfat he knew M! Ellis to be His avowed
enemy,—In short the Mutual ill humour gvent at last so far that
personal indignities happen’q‘betweén the Nabobs Officers & some o
of the Gentlemen of M’ Awmyatt’s Party & in this unsatisfaetdty
Manner the time passed away, till at length M’ amyatt thinking
it useless to remain there any longer demanded his Dismission which
being granted he left Mongeer on the 23% of June receiving such

. ®
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Complimen{s on ghe Part of the Nabob as are customaryfon those

Occasions & ithrhe necessary passports for his journey t% Calcutta

and an Ofﬁceltof the®Court to see due Regard paid f) them. Whether
on his Departure thg Nabob made any Declaraffon relative to the
*Matters which were thé®Subject of Dispute is a Circumstange not yet
come to our Knowledge. ¥he Nabob having made a Demand that
M? Hay should continue at Mongeer as a Security or Hostage for some
of the principal Officers whe were detained at Calcutta M* Hay con-
sented & M' Gulston staid to accompany him.— -

. In thegpean time great Preparations for War were made on both
Sides at Patna and on the 24't of June at Night Hostilities were
actually begun'by M: Ellis who attacked the City of Patna with the
Forces wmder his Directiog consisting of about 200 Europeans &
above two Battalions of Seapoys and took it with very little Loss.
The next Morning most of the Seapoys dispersed to lunder the Town
& the Europeans also were rioting & rejoicing when the Nabobs troops
returned about noon attacked them while in {#lat Disorder & retook
the City—Our Officers finding it impossible to reassemble the Seapoys
retired to the Factory with tife greatest part of the Europeans Here
they defended themselves till the 26 at Night when They determined
to endeavour to make their Escape by crossing the River & marching
to the Nbrthward in hopes of reaching Shuja Dowla’s Dominions.
They were pursued by a great Number of the Nabobs tfbops and
attacked for three Days successively. #s long as theirpAmmunition
lasted they defended themselves and when theyshad no more Powder
& Ball left they laid ‘down their Arms & were made Prisoners. The
Officers killed were Captains Carstairs & Pegry, Lieutenants Hamilton,
Parry, Downie, & M. Dogvall the rest were carried Prisoners to Mongeer
with M! Ellis & all the Ggntlemen of the Factory & the greatest Part
of the European Soldiers to t®e Number of one Hundred & Fifty.
This is the begt actount We have at present from the Reports of a
Number of Seapoys & from some of the Gentlemen’s Servants who
have since joined ous Army.

It was as before mention’d on the 23% of ;/June that M! Amyatt

left Mongeer and on the -24" at Night that M! Ellis attacked the
=ity aggd it was in Lemsequence of the Nabobs finding by that In-
telligence that Hostilities were thus begun at Patna that he dispatched
immediate Orders to s®op M* Amyatt & his Party & in short to send
every Englishman that could be met with Prisoner to Mongeer. M:
Amyatt and his® Party consisting of Mess™ Amphlett Wollaston &
Hutchins3n én the Comp&hy’s Service Mr €rooke Surgeon and Lieu-
tenants Jones Gordon & Cooper with 2® Companies of Seapoys and
20 European Horsemene were attackgd accordingly in their Boats
e Opposite to Murshedabad on the 3! Jyly not having the least Sus-
picton of such a Treachery, They we®e fired upon at once from
both Sides of thke River & the whole Party Killed or taken Prisoners.
Four of the Gentlemen escaped with their lives but our Reports
are so various that We do not yct positively know who| they are

L ]
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that havQ been so fortunate. M! Amyatt We are_foo sure is among
the Dead *

The Factory Cossimbuzar was at the sam® Tinfe surrounded
& ten Gentlemen were there made Prisoners & sent tb Mongeer.

Daccta Factory® was likewise attacked bat there being a Con®
siderable *Numbe® of Seapo)s it was defended; however on the
Enemy’s retiring the Gentlemen finding their Ammunition run short
and apprehending a secofid Attack thought it best {o retire to Lucky-
pore where being join’d by Captain Grant from €hittigong & Lieutenant
Swinton with a Detachment from the Eastward they geturned t{o
Dacca & retook the Factory & took possession of the Cityc& Districts
but both City & Factory had been plundered. °

On Advice being received in Calcutta &I the Attack on Mg Amyatt
which was the first Notice of any actual hostility it was determined
to reestablish thy old Nabob Meer Jaffier in the Governmeht who was
accordingly ptoclaimed & War declared against Cossim Aly Cawn.
The Army under the cdmmand of yajor Adams was ordered to proceed
to Murshedabad where he arrived the 24* Instant the Enemy having
made three Efforts to interrupt his March ; once near the Fort of
Cutwah once near Plassey & the third within thg Intrenchments to
the southward of the Capital of Murshedabad on all which Occasions
They were defeated with very little loss on Our Side. °Aftér the
last Actfon the Major immediately took possession of the Capital,
and the Nahob Meer Jaffierewas there proclaimed. The Factory at
Cossimbuzar was atethe same time retaken, but had been plundered
of every thing.— .

The Country to the Egstward as far as Chittigong & to the West-
ward as far as the Hills is again ingour Possession. The Army is
. proceeding to Mongeer where it is supposed Cossim Aly Cawn will
attend his Fate making what Opposidion h& can by his Forces on the
Way thither.—" 1 .

* ® ., % * * ’
“ Continuation of the Account of the Troubles in Bengal from the

* 28" July to the 28" Septr 17637
-

“On the 28% July Major Adams with our~Army mar&me: from
Murshedabad and met with no Opposition til}the 2¢ of August when . =<
being arrived near Sootie ? a large Number of the best of Cossim
Aly Cawn’s Troops having possessed themselves ,of a sirong post
made an obstinate Stand,, They consiste of 6 Battaligns of Seapoys
cloath’d & armed like ourg a great number of our Patna Seapoys
among them— They had twenty among which the Field pieces
We lost at Patna and one Mundred & fiffy of our Europeans were
engaged by fair means or igfl to serve them ; and of horse they,ad
8 or 10,000 or more After a Battle of between 3 & 4 hours the Enemy

1 Powis MSS. ’ .
* About half way between Murshidabad and Rajamaul.
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with Provisions munition & Stores. We had seven ®uropeans
kilrd & thirty th®eswounded.—a Hundred & twdnty Seapoys killed
& one Hundrdd & sixty wounded-—After this Actign near an hundred
wf our Europeans cathe over to Major Adams & a great Number of
our Seapoys & Lascars.— , ¢ ’

The army marched forward the 4 and on the 11i* came to
Oodah Nullah a rapid Stream which runs‘from the Hills into the
great River about 5 #Miles to «.the Southward of Rajamaul. The
Enemy taking the Advantage of this Situation had formed a strong
Itrenchnf®ht from the River to the nearest Hill two or three hundred
Yards in Fron® of this Nullah this Intrenchment which extended
about 1Q00 Yards was defegded by an old Fort & several Batteries
mounted with a large number of Cannon. Major Adams perceiving
the Strength of these Works thought it best to opengfrenches against
them & approach in a regular Manner in Order to save his Men—
Having establish’d three Batteries qnear the R®ver Side, the nearest
being about 350 Yards from the Enemy’s Works he did them con-
siderable damage by the fire of six twenty four Pounders & having
by this Means drgwn the Enemy’s Attention entirely towards the
Left on the 5% of Sept’ before Day break he attacked the hill upon
their Right whith was carried with little Loss by the Grenadiers of the
Army & the French Company. The right Flank of the ®Enemy’s
Intrenchments being then open & exposed to Our fire a general Con-
fusion ensued and they Abandoned the whole #Intrenchments with
such precipitation that some Hundreds were drowned in the River
& great Numbers killed & wounded ; aboge a thousand Horse who
in the confusion missed the Bridge of the Nullah had no way of escaping
but were obliged to surreflder Prisoners & having given up their Horses
& Arms were dismissed.® We elost on this Occasion only 4 or 5.
Europeans & 30 Sempoys killed & 6 Europeans & about 50 Seapoys
wounded—  °

The Army thg samg Day took Possession of the City of Rajamaul
& encamped 3 or 4 Miles to the Northward of it : The Cavalry & a
Battalion of Seapoys was immediately sent forward to secure thee

 JPasses of Sicly Garry & Tillia Gubly which was done without Oppo-
sition. " The flying enemy did not stop till they join’d the Camp of
Cossim Aly Cawn neam Banglepoor. He had possession of a very
Strong Post & it was imagined would make another stand, but on
the Approach of our Army He retrgated to Mongeer, where it is given
out that He will defend h#nself but it is generally thought He will
either surrender upon Terms or endeavour #o escape out of the Province.
The last Letters from oyr Camp are gated the 21* Ins' when our
Srmy was encamped near Banglepoor.o—

~Ehe oply authentick Account We hawe yet had of the Particulars
of the Defeat of pur Detachment at Patna on the first breaking out
of this War is a Letter from Cap® Wilson one of our Officers dated
the 27t July from Patna where He then was a Prisoner, He writes—

fled leaving‘ all tsi'f Guns behind them and above a hunied Boats
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That M: kllis & his Council with the Approbationsof Cap! Carstairs
agreed td” attack the City early in the Morning § thetf25" of June
which was execut\d with Success and We were?i eniiire Possession
of it for 4 Hours.§ The Naib or Governor & npost of the People of
consequengce having fled as far as Futtwa abdft 4 or 5 Miles from thé
City—That he tHere came to a Resolution to make an Aftempt to.
retake the City & having accordingly marched back immediately He
enter’d at the Waterside Gate of the Kiltah or Citadell & our Seapoys
& Europeans being mostly dispersed in plundering not a Man would
stand to their Arms so that we were intirely driven back out of the
City & obliged to retire to the Factory & our Men being much'
dispirited and a great RQesertion among the Seapoy’s it was found
impracticable to make any stand theregvherefore it was resolved to
proceed to Shuja Dowlas country—That on the 26'® in the Evening
They retreated Qcross the River without any Molestatién and met
with no obstruction till they passed Choppera about 3 Coss when
they were attacked ®n the 30%eby the Phowzdar with about 200
Men who were easily routed but he being join’d the same Evening
by one Sumroo a German with 4 or 580 Seapoys from the Bougepoor
country and 5 or 6 Field pieces our Party resolved te be on the defensive
& endeavour to embark themselves & cross the River Dowie_which
separates the Nabob of Bengall’s Dominions from Shuja Bowlah’s—
That with this intent our Party marched early in the morning down
to their Boats but the Enemy marching down upon them and be-
ginning a brisk Canfionade They were obliged to remain under Arms
on the Banks of the River waiting the Attack but the Enemy did
not advance any furtheretill half an hour after 6 in the Evening &
upon the first Onsett Our European® went to the Right about upon
which every thing was thrown into Confusjon & given up for Lost.—
that our Loss in whole of Europeans®id not exceed 50 Men and about
8 or @ Officers among which Cap! Carstairs who w#s killed by a Cannon
Ball the 1* July-—The next morning M’ Ellis with the rest of the
Gent™ of the Factory & all the Officers & private Men were taken
Prisoners & very -genteelly used by Sumroo & were all carried to
*Mongeer excepting himself (Cap! Wilson) and four others who

remained at Patna.— e o -

These-are the particulars of this most unexpected Nﬁ;f’ortune;
by a Return from Cap! Carstairs dated the 30% of April the Force
under his command consisted of 220 European Infantry 57 Men of
the Artillery & 2709 Seapoys of which very few were Sick the Number
of Officers not included # the foregoing Was 27—The enly® Deduction
that We know of from th®% Force was about 200 Seapoys which M~
Ellis advised us had deserted the beginning of June.—

All our Gentlemen thatewere carried to Mongeer were well the
16" of this Month but had feen removed to Patna. however We-thve
great hopes that Cossim Aly Cawn will be induced to release them
upon the Terms that have been proposed to him.— !

! Powis;MSS.
1

-



The Struggle for Supremacy § 241

But the hopes were not fulfilled. Meer Cossir, after
staying some da#ws at Monghyr, retreated with the m‘in body
of his troops to ®atna, leaving a strong garricon to guard the
fort. Beford his dgparture he ordered several state prisoners,
“men of high rank—s3me of them his own kingmen—#o be put
to death. Ram Narain Was one of the victims. The native
historian records: ““ I hawe heard it said that Ramnarain had
been drowned in tht Ganges with a bag of sand round his
neck ; asd probably the others also were dismissed out of
this world in Mke manner.” On the way to Patna, Meer Cossim
orderedethe two Seths whom he had with him to be put to
death, and their bodies were * exposed, under a guard of
Seepoys, to beasts and birds of prey, that they might not be
burned, according to the rites of €heir religi®n being Gentoos.” 1
Meer Cossim also took with him the whole of his Furopean
prisoners, and he now threatened to put them to death if the
British army continued to advance. On September 9 he
wrote td Major Adams, who commanded the forceg in the
field: “If you are resolved on your,own authorityto proceed
in this business, know for a certainty thateI will cut off the
heads of Mr. Ellis, and the rest of your chicfs, and send them
to you.” Major Adams re}zlied: °

L ]

“ It is true you have ¥Mr. Eljis and many other gentlemen in your
power ; if a hair of fheir heads is hurt, you can have no litle to mercy
from the English, and you may depend upon the utmost fury of their
resentment, and that they will pursue you to the utmost extremity
of the earth : ad shduld we unfortunately not lay hold of you, the
vengeance of the Almighty cannot fail overtaking you, if you pers
petrate so horrid, an act as the murder of the gentlemen in your
custodyw 2

At this time Ellis and Hay wrote a brave and noble letter
to Adams and. Carnac, saying “ that they ought not to be
attentive® te them, for They must subtit to their fate; and
desired that no consideration of their situation should prevent

Jthe army from proceading in thefy operation.” On hearing

ﬁ'Majol' Grant’s evidence, House of Comrfions Report. Mainr—Grant had
been Secretary an® Aide-de-camp to Major Adams.
2 Vansittart’s Narrative, Vol. 1IL, p. 374,

o
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that Mojﬁhyr had surrendered, Meer Cossim’carried out his
threat artl ordered the European prisoners to@be murdered.
L

“ The bloody Work was done by Walter Rgmkardt‘, a renegade,
who commanded a brigade in his army unde® the name of Sombre,®
or Somroo. On the 4th of October 1763p Somroo, under pretence of
giving the prisoners an gntertainment the following day, procured
all their knives and forks. The morrow came. He went to the
house with two companies of his sepoys, and having surrounded it
he sent for some of the principal prisoners, who went o%and were
immediately cut to pieces and their remains thrown infto a well.
‘ The Sipahis now mountgd the roof of the house, which was built
in the form of a square, and fired downwupon the remainder of the
party, who were congregated in the centre court ; those who escaped
this volley soyghy shelter in the building, but were quickIy followed
by Somroo’s Sipahis, and a fearful slaughter ensued; the English,
driven to desperatioﬁ, defended® themselves with bottles, bricks,
and articles of furniture; and their very executioners, struck with
their gallantry, requested that arms ®might be furnished to them,
when they would set upon them and fight themetill destroyed, but

"that this butchery of unarmed men was not the work for Sipahis, but
for hullal khores. Somroo enraged, struck down thosé that®objécted,
and compelled his men to proceed in their diabolical work until the
whole were 8lain.’ Upward® of fifty civil and military officers and
one hundred Europan soldiers were massacred that evening. Mr.
Fullerton, the surgeon at Patna, ¢ whose medical skill had made him
many friends,” was the enly European whosescaped from Patna, -
having a few days before received a pardon Jfrom Casim.”

[ ]

The butchery of Patna sealed the fate of Mohammedan
rule in Bengal. The British force marched upoh Patna, and
on October 28 arrived close to the city. *Oneewho took part
in the siege wrote to Clive: :

“ The morning that our batteries were to"h#®e been opssed, the
enemy made a Sally, and got possession of th‘em, but were Soon dis-
lodged with great Slaughter ; in two or three days Several breaches
were made—At one of which our troops entered, the besieged Stand-
ing the assault with Surprising brfavery gisputing the Grgund Inch
by Inch. They lost about¢wo thousand Men, We nifle Europeans
and four hundred Seepoys, besides having a great number wounded,
who have Since mostly reco®ered. *

“ Our army is marching gh in pursuit of the villain, who We legrn®
for certain, has crossed the Caramnassa, and is gone to tHe King’s
Camp in order to prevail upen him and the Nabob bf Oude to assist
him Should We have a few more Such actions as We have had, I doubt
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much if We sha{ be able to keep footing in Bengal, unlegs Speedily
reinforced with a‘good body of Europeans.” ! ‘
*

. Meer Cobsim, vigorously pursued by Major Adams, crossed
the Caramnassa, and entered Oudh on the 4th of Wecember.
The same day he despatched the following order:

From MEeER Cossim lo MOOH,UN LovL.
Dated 4™ December 1763.

Befor®how I wrote to You that it was not adviseable to keep
alive the Englishmen whom I sent to You, & who are in Confine-
ment ugder Your Charge ;’that You shodld therefore put them and
their Adherents to Death, & sink them in the River, & that You
should not wait for another Order, at present I F informed that
You have not as yet executed my Commands. In thfs Matter Your
Behavior has not been proper, Thgrefore I ha®e sent Mahomed Bur-
hawn, a horseman, a Servant of the Sircars. -Instantly on the Receipt
of my Perwana, You are to deliver those Men into his Hands, that
He may put my @rders in Execution. Make not a Moments delay,
otherwise the same Fate and Punishment awaits Yourself. 2

Y L]
The Europeans who were prisoners in various plfces were
. .

slain.

In the following April the Nawab of (.)udh, accompanied
by Meer Cossim and by Shah Alam, tgok the field at the head
of an army 80,000 styong, supported by a numerous artillery.

“ The confederates altacke® the British entrenched position at

" Patna, and were repulsed by the cool courage and discipline of the
British troops. They retreated to Buxar on the Ganges, eighty miles
above Patna, whkere their vast host encamped for the monsoon. On
the 13th of August Major Hector Munro, one of the true builders of
our Indian Empire, assumed command of the Bengal Army at Patna.’

The';pirit of insubordination had been long existing among
the Bengal sepoys, flushed with victory.

The 9th Battalion broke,into open mutiny at a small
military Station, and wére taken pris.olfers by the Marines and
a sepoy battalion. Munro, who h'ad hastened to the spot,

@ grdered eight-and-twenty of the mosg culpable to be picked out
and. trietl by a drum-head general court-martial, when the whole
were sentenced %o suffer Qeath. The eight guns with the detach-

! Powis MSS. 2 Ibid.
® L
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ment ben@ brought out, the first eight were fixed®to their muzzles
and blown’away. Here it was that three of the lg adiers entreated
to be fastened to the guns on the right, declaring {hat as they
always fought on the right they hoped thelrolast request would be,
complied with, by peing suffered to die in the post of honour. Thelr
petition was granted, and they were the®first executed. I am sure
there was not a dry eye. amongst the Marines who witnessed this
execution, although they had long been éccust.omed to hard service;
and two of them had actually beeh on the execution party who
shot Admiral Byng in the year 1757.” . =N e

On October 9, 1764, Major Munrg began his malch north-
)

ward, and fourteen days later the two armies stood “face to
face at Buxar. 9 The British force consisted only of 857 Euro-
peans, 5,297 sepoys and 918 native cavalry, with 20 field-
pieces. Against them, drawn up in a formidable position,
were numerous battalions-of disciplined sepoys, eight field-
pieces worked by European renegades and d@serters, powerful
batteries of artillery consisting chiefly of heavy guns, shile the’
vast body of cavalry included a corps of about 5,000 Afghan
horse, who®had served Wnder *‘ the terrible ” Ahmad Shah
Abdali. At 8 A.M. the bloody contest began, and at sunset
all was over. The confederate host, beaten from the field,
were trying to force their way across gn Indian stream with
its wide shores of sand. *Sevegral thousand human beings -
perished in this attempt, either drowned in the stream or suffo-
cated in the sand, until a bridge 800 yards long was actually
formed by their bodies, over which the®survivors escaped.”
dhe Nawab Vizier fled away to the Rohilla country, Shah
Alam placed himself in the hands of the Bnglish, the British
forces advanced across the Ganges to Benares and Allahabad
and ‘‘ then began the series of operatlons which closed at
Gujerat, February 21, 1849, where the last stern struggle for
complete dominion in Pngia was decided.” 1 .

1¢ Indian Mutiny,” by G. \;\’. Forrest, C.LE., Vol, 111, pp.) 395-6.



CHAPTER VL
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1764-5 : “THE CONSOLIDATION OF EMPIRE

. -
O~ June 4,,1764, Lord Clive sent from Portsmouth a few
parting lines to his wife ¥ .

MY DEAREST WIFE,—God only knows how mugh I have suffer’'d
in my Separation from the best of Women, how€vers the Necessity
of the thing & your good Sense w111 I am pegsuaded operate in the
same Manner upon You as it has upon me, let us look forward towards
the happy day of our Meeting which I think cannot be farther distant
than two Years, the Education of our Children will be a pleasing
Amusement & the busy Scene in which I shall be employ’d without
emberkipg ineany more military Undertakings will greatly shorten
our time of Absence. P

We shall be on board the Kent in tyo or three Hourg & sail imme-
diately the Wind being fair, You may be assurgd of hearing from me
by the first opportunity which I believe will be from the Cape.

Adieu. et
e - e Y: Affect.

. ) CLive.l

The same m(.)rning: Henfy Strachey wrote to Lady Clive :
‘ Agreable to Your Ladyship’s Commands I trouble you with
the Informatiqn ofeLord Clive’s Serang? being on board. We
are just going to see the Dock Yard &c. and are to embark
at One o’Clock. His Lordship is well.” The sun, however,
had beBun to set before the ship got under weigh, and Clive,
in the fullness of hts powers at the age of thirty-nine, sailed
again for Indig. He was accompanied by Messrs. Sumner and
Sykes, wwq, members of the Committee, Henry Strachey, Dr.
Ingham, and Edmund Maskelyne, hs brother-in-law. Colonel
Richard Smith and Sir Robert Barker, who were going to
Bangal to command brigades, were glso on board. The voyage

' From Lord Clive to the Right Hon’ble Lady Clive. Portsmouth, June 4,

1764. Rec? the next day. *
¢ Serang—a native boatswain.

* . ) 245
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was not 'Qfavoured by fortune, and, after hiving ‘narrowly
escaped being again wrecked on the inhosgltable coast of
"Brazil, Clive reached Rio Janeiro on Octobcr 7. “The follow-
ing full #hd paréicular account of the voyage from England:
to Rio Janeiro is in a handwriting which resembles that of
Strachey, and is dated Rio Janefro, fOctober 20, 1764 :1

““ At this time when our good friends in England I dagesay think
us well advanced in our voyage to Bengal, here we are at Rio de
Janeiro on the Brazil coast, not above one third of our way. The
fair wind we sailed with from Portsmouth left us that evendng; at
night it blew very hard from the S.W. and continued so for five or
six days, so that § was above a fortnight before we could say we were
well clear of the land From this time, we’ll suppose the 20 June,
we went on tolerably well till the 24 July, when the N.E. Trade
left us in the Lat. of 5 degrees North, well over to the Eastward.
The Winds fixed at South to S.S.E. 5'S‘.’ there we were brought up
suddenly by Land a head, 17 fathom water, rocks amd breakers pretty
near us. About Ship, and take a fresh departure from the Raxos
di St Rocge The next day we lost our top-mast ; in aboutcho days
we fitted and got up another; and in about two days more that
went over b8ard carrying tfe main top gallant mast with it, and
doing us some farthe} damage. By the 15% August we had got up
our third-and only spare top mast. The weather was now pretty
favorable, and, judging wediad a sufficient Offirrg, we tacked, in hopes
of fetching Fernambino at least, but on®the 2(¢" we were again brought
up in the Latitude of 5 degrees South, Sounding 15 fathoms just the
very spot where we were before. A§a1n we stood to the Eastward,
and not a little terrified by these frequent alarms ofYocks and breakers,
we seemed determined to make sure of it this time, for we kept on
till the 8% September, when we made 17 debrees *Easting from S*
Roche, and 3 degrees North Latitude. In this cruise we made the
Psland of -S' Paul, so very seldom seen by any ship that it is even
doubted whether there is such a place by mfny® At Daybreak we
found ourselves within two miles of it, and had not the wind failed
us that morning about three o’clock, by the cSurse we stood we must
have been much nearer, perhaps on it. S* Robert Barker has a Draft
of it, of which I'll get a copy and sénd youfrom Berlgal, for it is well
worth your seeing. I neveg saw a more pleasmg romfntfe view in
my life. The rock is about haif a mile long, and makes exactly like
an old ruinous castle. 'We wished much to®land, but we were short
of water, and the loss even of an hour was of too much consequence
to us. It lays in the Latitud® of 1 Degree North and about 6§ degfees
East Longitude from S* Roche. But how far had T proceeded with
you on the voyage? Oh! the 8% September in the Latitude of

T In the MS. the date of the year is given as i765, which is an obwéous error.
.

’
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3 degrees Narth,‘ nd about 17 degrees Easting, only 2 deiees to the
South? and abou§ &? to the Eastward more than we wére the 24"
July. Here sve ventured to tack, and on the 14'* September once
®more crossed the Lifes, The wind coming more round to the East-
ward as we advanced to the South! we proceedad very %ell as far
as 19 degrees South Latitude where we were by account about 6
degrees to the East? of the coast of Brazil ;» here we met with a hard
gale of wind which deove 1§s sp far to the East™ that we made the
. Island of Trinidado the 28!" Sept’ from thence we pushed for this
Place wh®™® we arrived the 7 Inst.
< A Spanisl® Ship will leave this place about the last of the month;
this vessel weighs with thegide for certairt, & we did think she would
have sailed before now. I think both conveyances rather precarious.
This, a Pertugueze Snow, goes to Madeira only, & from thence our
letters take their chance, The Spaniard indeed Ms bound directly
to Cadiz.” 1 . P

On October 14 Clive wrote to his wife the first of those
letters which shgw how all his thoughts centred in her:

To oy very great Astonishment and Surprise upon our Arrival
at this Place we found the Dolphin Commodore Byron apd Tamar
Capt. Mowat who left England a Month after the Kenf, anchor’d
here near a Month before us after having staid 9 day® at Madeira
& 7 at S* Iago. . *

The Commodore immediately waited upon me on board & brought
with him my dearest Wife’s most Welcwme Letter nothing could
afford me greater Pleasuge tharfto find You reconciled to my Departure
in a Manner consistent with that good Sense which I know You to
be Mistress of, & cgnsistent with that Superior Duty which You owe
to our Children, never entertain the least Doubt of our meeting again
& that soon, the latest Advices give us reason to think that every
thing will be seftled In India before we can arrive there, & if that
should be the Case nothing shall induce me to stay in Bengal beyond
the Year 1765, Maskelyne, Strachey, Myself & Carnac if alive or ifl
India prepose comiftg Mome overland but more of this when we arrive
at Bengal.

I cannot help rejoicfng on many other Accounts than those already
mentioned that You did not accompany us to India, besides a most
tedious & disagreeable Pasgage to this Place of more than four Months
we encounte’d many other Inconvenieneet which would have given
me great Concern on your Account especially in your then Condition,
the Captain a Young Min & who ha@ never before been a Captain

®had provided for us but very indifferently & without the Assistance
of Hern and the Cook we should have fleen starv’d as it was for the
last 6 Weeks wé were reduc’d to poor Alice’s Diet, Pork and Pease
Pudding & to add still Lo our Misfortunes we found in M® —— a
hd bPowis MSS. .



248 "~ The Lif¢ of Lord Clive

‘Woman a most Diabolical Disposition, ignoraxﬁ, il} femper’d, &
Selfish to‘the highest Degree, she seem’d possesg’@of every disagree-
able Quality which ever belong’d to the Female Sex gvithout being
Mistress of one Virtue (Charity excepted) to gheow into the Oppositeo
Scale, it B with the utmost Difficulty we can behave with common
Civility towards her & I would not upon any Consideration whatever
You had been the Companion & Passenger of such a Woman one of
the -blessed Effects of this Lady’s Qein'g on poard was that we all
Caught Cold, your humble Servant being the greatest Sufferer &
which he has not got entirely the better of to this day f6rsthis Lad&y
being cool in nothing but Body insisted that all the Deors & Windows
‘should be kept constantly open until] the Inconvenience became
dangerous and insupportable & then I Was obliged to maRe use of
some Authority in short I believe she is as heartily tired of us as
we are of her,.to%ive you a Specimen of this Lady’s Natural Abilities,
she gave us to undegstand that she understood Music & could play
upon the Harpsichord & to convihce Us of this she has been playing
two hum drum Tunes for four Hours every day since she has been
on Board (Sunday excepted) without the least Variation or Improve-
ment, notwithstanding the Assistance of Groenin'ieng who is happy
for him to have two Guineas a Month instead of two Guingas @ Song
for teaching her, I am apprehensive You will think me too severe
& Satyrical I cannot help it; for without Flattery (my dearest Wife
is the Occasion), my, Resentments are heightened by the Comparison
of your two Tempers & Dispositions I shall eonclude this Subject
with informing You that upon my Arrival at the Cape which I hope
will be in.a Month from %his I shall embark’on board the Dolphin
Commodore Byron which will exped?te my Passage to Bengal Six
Weeks or a Month at least. ° i

Your Brother is well so are the rest of the ,Gentlemen D! Ing-
ham is a very good Young Man very assiduous ahd very skilful -
in his Profession notwithstanding what I havg .suffer’d from
constantly catching cold on board a Ship, (which never was the
Case before) I have had but one Slight Attack upon my Spirits,
which was remov’d in a few Hours with the Assistance of a little
Ophium, d

I hope at this Writing you are safely deliver’d & of a Boy for
we have Girls in Abundance I cannot say that I am at all uneasy that
our Son Ned does not make that Progress in the English Language
which he otherwise woulgd if he had not s» many Irong inethe fire a
Master of the Dead Languages may become Master of the living when-
ever he pleases his want of Ear and Awkwardness in dancing I must '
own gives me Pain there he se®ms to me to be constitutionaly deficient
& I would have nothing spag’d to make him a tolerable Proficient in
that Art. .

I shall most certainly besides sending a Duplicate of this write
You from the Cape & upon my Arrival at Bengal I hope I shall have
time to write to my Father by this Ship'which sails to Mosrow if not -

- L]
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pray remember me to him and all the Family not forget‘ing good
Cousin Harry, M: §ud M™ Kelsal &c.
All here who do not write desire to be remember’d to You & 1
am ever ‘s
Yr Affec. o

e CL1vE.}

The Viceroy and all the other great functionaries hastened
to tender their respects and hoSpitality. It may well be imagined
with whe#®™ively interest Clive again visited the settlement in
which he had %pent six months when a Jad. His Indian career
had led*him to realise fufly the ‘strategic value of Rio Janeiro
to our ancient ally Portugal, and he deeply Liondemned the
ruinous state in which he found the fortificationd. He wrote
to Grenville: T should thinkemyself,” He says, ‘ deserving
of everlasting infamy if I did not with a single battalion of
infantry make myself master of Rio Janeiro in 24 hours.” His
opinipn I;egargiing the state of the fortifications was forwarded
by the Government at home to the Cabinet of Lispon, and
the works were repaired and strengthened. Clive, the staunch-
est of friends, also wrote to Rous, the Chatman of the Com-
pany, a long letter from Rio Janeiro, in which he recommended
that Call, the engineer whg had rendered such good service
in the final struggle afrfa.inst the French, should receive a brevet
commission as Colonel, and *he also did what he never tired
of doing : be “called attention to the fact that the great claims
of Forde had heen entirely unrecognised.

“ 1f Calliaud,” he observes, * should not go to the coast of Coro;
mandel, pray do not forget Colonel Forde, who is a brave, meritorious,
and honest officer. He was offered a jaghire by the Subah of the
Deckan, but declined faking it upon terms contrary to the interest
of the Company. Lord Clive, General Lawrence, and Colonel Coote,
have received magks of the Dlrectors approbation and esteem ; Colonel
Forde hag received nones The fwo captgins who fought and took
the Dutch ships in the Ganges receivedseach a piece of plate; but
Colonel Forde, the conqueror of Masulipatam, who rendered the
Company a much greater service by tife total defeat of all the Dutch

“land forces in Bengal, has not been djstinguished by any mark of
the Company’s favour.” 2

lFrom Lord Clive to thke Right Hon’ble Lady Clive. Rio Janeiro,
Oct. 14, 1764. Received 11th March, 1765. Answered 12th March, 1765.
2 Malcadm, Vol. IL, p. 259,

-
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Theotime spent at Rio Janeiro was ple isanﬁ, *if we may
judge from the letters sent to Lady Clive. Henry Strachey
wrote briefly regarding the state of his }@rdshlp s- health, bug
Edmun® Maskelyne’s letters have all the buoyancy of his
hopeful nature. He wrote on October 19 as follows :

- 4 . Rio JANEIRO

DEaR S1sTER,—I congratulate You most sincerely onYour escgpe
from a very tedlous Voyage, & a still more tedlous & teizing Com-
panion. My Lord has drawn the Sultana’s Charact®r so completely
that one need only say She is the Reverseof every thing that és amiable
& engaging in the Fair Sex, and will make us very mlserable when
His Lordship apd the two Colone]s embark with Commddore Byron
& Capt. Mowat at the Cape, in order to save a Year if it be possible.
If Nevil has engage® in no new 8cheme it is greatly to be hoped the
Letters will arrive in -time to admit of our seeing him in Bengal a
Twelvemonth hence, & of our havig the Pleasure of his Company
overland . , . -1 intend if it be possibbe to send You by
the Spanish Supracargo who has-Business in London a beautiful little
Animal called the Lion Monkey. It is about the Size of @ Johanna
Moggy afd seems to be of the Marmozet or Squirrel Species with a
soft crimsomw coat & the head of a Lion. M®™ Thornton shall have
a pretty Pol if I &n get it carried. There never reigned greater
harmony or Friendship amongst a Sett of Gentlemen than has done
in our Ship. My Lord’s gegard for my worthy Friends M’ Ingham
& MT Strachey will I hope be the means of ren.dring their circumstances
easy, As for the other Gentlemen they can.not fail from the Stations
they fill of soon making genteel Foftunes. I hope it will be in- my
power to make my Brothers proprietors of Indi® Stqck, and if Miss
Coxe would look upon her Cousin with a gracious eye his Measure
of happiness would be complete, . . . #y Itord has dubb’d
me Judge Advocate General which sounds very grand amongst these
¥idalgos. de praya. ’ ‘

] I will only add my Compliments of DutyeanéLove to ny Uncle
James, my Aunts, M®™ Latham and Your little Family and my hope -
that You are happy in another Heir to the Pstates & Honors of the

Family.
Believe mes ever *
° Your truly Affectionate Brether

EpM? MASKELYNE

Colonel Smith, Sir Robeft Barker, Mess® Strachey & Ingham

& in short all the Family segd their best Respects & wisheg to You.®

‘We want another Clarinet or two very much. Robinson & Water-

house are the only decent modest hands,of the Band. Groneman’s

Execution is prodigious but either he or we want taste in not liking

the Squeaking & groaning tricks he plays with the Fiddle. They
" L]
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are so highly'caressed by the Fidalgos that I fancy we shall b‘a obliged
to pack them off hgfgre the Ship sails.

- I shall writg to my Brothers by the Spanish Ship which will sail
# less than a Fortmgh In the Interim assure Him of my Love
& be so kind to tell Nevi 1f he has not disposed ofgthe ColRection of
Shells he made at BarbadoeS I shall be extremely obhged to him for
presenting them to the Bishop of Worcester B* Johnson in my name,
& I will pay him the Egpenc M Frankland’s & any other curious
Gentlemens Journies overland from India will be very useful for
Newil to bt out with him, and Addison’s Travels into Italy where
we shail all meet.?

Maskelyne sent anothef gossifing let.ter on the last day of

October: -
& JANEIRO

Dear Sister,—I cannot omit the Opportumdty of writing a few
Lines to You by the Spanish Ship which sails in a few days to assure
You My Lord & all of us are inevery good Health & perfectly happy
but for one Circumsfance that at times will take oftf from that sincere
Friendship & Harmony Every other person is so studious to cherish
& prothote .

A Lyon Monkey, & Parrot, the first for Your Ladyship@the last
for M™ Thornton (Sherrard Street Golden Sq®) are prgcured, and
if My Lord don’t make a point of sending them Himself, will go either

by the Spanish Suprac’argo or one of the Passengers. What I mean,
is, that as every thing js at his Command, gonsequently every thing
is equally at his Disposal. .

_The Fidlers have decfmped on the Perswasion of the Viceroy to
perform at his Operas as *we howe strong reason to believe. He is
generally & jusfly detested, and they, if not deliver’d up agreable
to his. repeated plomlse will find themselves very soon completely
miserable. .

With the best of Wlshes to every Individual of Your Family,

I remain
- our ever Affectionate Brother

L J
EpmM® MASKELYNE

My Lord gives me ledve to send the Monkey & Parrot from myself.
Don Tibboosh (as we pronounce his Name) the Supracargo of the
Spanish Ship, does me the Bavor td undertake the Care & Remittance
of the Lyon Mdnkey & Parrot to Your Ladysfup agreable to the former
disposition. We all respect him as a Man of great Honor & Gentility
& as he proposes visitind London, hopt if You should be in Town
Whilst he is there, You will be kind eno gh to show him that Civility
he must éver deserve possess’d as He is of so many good Qualities.
E.
* Nov. 1%, 1764.2

e 1Powis MSS. N 2 Ibid,
, :
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There is no record of the reception whieh Don Tibboosh
with tfle “Lyon Monkey and Parrot” gpet with from her
Ladyship when he reached Berkeley Square Cliwe was greatly
annoyeg at the desertion of the * Fidlérs.” He wrote to the
Viceroy on November 5 demanding the return of three
musicians who had been seduged from his service by

- specious offers, and were now wandering about. the country.?

The Viceroy replied two days after that he didgot under-
stand Clive’s attitude; from the first all honowr and attention
had been shown him’ He eould ot be answerable for the
disorders of the English domestics, but he would do his best
to have thely recaptured.? But only one was captured.
Strachey, in a lester to Lagdy Chve from the Cape of Good
Hope, says:

“ We left all tne Fidlers at RIO Janeiro except Schuman who
happened to be seiz’d. Him we brought to thi® Place, but my Lord
has discharg’d him, & we suppose he will make the bes{, of is way
to Vauxghall.”

The K¥nt did,not safl from Rio Janeiro till about Novem-
ber 27, and, after “a quick passage of thirty-four days,”
entered the harbour ¢f the Cape of Goed Hope. In a letter
of January 2, 1765, Clive wrote® to hjs wife:

° ® Care or Goop HorE

My last was from Rio Janeiro which I hope®my dearest Wife has
receiv’d by this time & will serve to make her easy untill she hears
from me by this Opportunity. ] .

We had a very fine Passage to this Place where we found 3 of
his Majestys Ships of War who left Madrass so late as the end of
July & from Commodore Collins who liv’d wéth &&™ Paulkol learn that
they had Advices from Bengal dated in June intimating that our
Troops under Major Carnack had again defeated Cossin Ally Cann-
& had drove him out of the Country & that there was a Prospect of
Peace and Quietness.

At the Brasils I h(?u%ht a Parcell %t Topasses and® Amethysts

rough & smooth amounting, to between % & 300 which I now send
You by Captain Collins of the Weymouth I would have You ma

up a Necklade, Earings Buskles &c. of the best of them fgr Yowurself
the rest I intend for my Sisters & Friends but they must be cut &

1The copy of the letter is in French’
2 Written in Portuguese, but there is a rough draft in French
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set in England wi¥ch may be done either by You or myself when I
return. *

I have likewise %ht 2 Casks of very fine Constantia Wine which
the Gov. procfr’d for gne of Red & of White also I Cask of Tent all
which must be put intdthe Cellar at Berkeley Square, &ereserv’d
for future Occasions except What may be used by Yourself &ec.

Commodore Byron who was to have cagried us from the Cape
has disappointed us by going\elsewhere for I am now persuaded his
Destination is for the South Se#s before he goes to the East Indies
we, are all prgtty well considering the Length and Tediousness of the
Passage, this Clijnat does not agree with me or indeed any of us near
so well as the Brasils, it is more Changeablg than England itself we
propose leaving this Place in 2or 5 diys (in Company with the Prince
of Wales) &, imagine we shall .arrive at Bengal by the 15 of March
and not long before which will just be time enoughgto write by the
last Ships.

M Fairfield hath desired me to give her a L&ter of Introduction
it she should press me again I must comply however she is a Lady
with whom I would not have y8u very intimate bar Civilities such as
returning Visits will be sufficient.

M?, Sumner still continues our Passenger & will I believe be
brought to Bed before she can reach Bengal, we met with her Father
at this Place who has been as troubleseme on board the "Prince of
Wales as the Daughter on Board the Keff. I hope Ned®& the little
ones are all well remember me to them also to Hafry M’ & M™ Kelsall
M™ Latham &c. & believe me

. ° Y: Affec.
. b CLivE

Upon Reflection I thinl®it wilkbe better to bring home the Topasses
& Amethysts mysel§ least the Division should occasion the pulling
off Caps &c. &c.!

On January 6 he added the following :

Captaiy Peigheten 8f the Seafortht will deliver this Letter with
his own Hand he carries with him 2 Casks of Constantia & 1 Cask
of Tent directed to you? Ladyship which he will deliver or You send
for, as may be most convenient M* Kelsall will take care of this Business
Cap' Payne, as pfonounced, tho spelt as above, has been very civil
and obligifig # the Lady I mentioned in & former Letter is by no-
Means a fit Acquaintance for You.

I am very impatient # reach Indiadhat I may the sooner return
40 that Place where every thing is so dear to me. Once more adieu
for the present & believe me d
Y' Affec. &e. &ec.

CLIVE

1 Powis MSS.
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The Cask of Tent contains 40 Gallons which snust be drawn off
and oneyHalf deliver’d to M® Doiley or to whomsoever Ms Strachey
shall empower to receive it. Lord Powis mus§yalso have 2 Dozen
of red Constantia 1 Dozen of Tent & 3 dozen of White,Constantia.

. ® - o
r
The’day after he wrote : e -

By the Men of War returning to 2nglanfi I have wrote at large
& consign’d two large Parcells of Top#sses apd Amethysts, also some.
very fine Constantia Wine both red and white which the Gov® of
this Place has procur’d for me. ©o .

As I wrote so very fully a few days ago I shall enly add that we
are’ just upon the Poin® of taking oug,Departure from thls Place &
hope to be in Bengal the Beginning of March when You mhy depend
upen hearing from .

: . YT Affec. &ec.

° . CLIVE.!

About January 10 the Kent sailed from the Cape in com- .
pany with the Prince of Wales which theysfound there. On
March 10, “ At Sea Six in the mornf,” Strachey wrot.e te Lady
Clive as follows :

o .

Mapam,—I am qust roused with the News of an English Sail being
in sight, and having some Apprehension, that* India Politics will not
allow every body to pay sufficient Attentioy to the Opportunity of
writing home, have stolen into a Corger to secure myself the pleasure
of informing Your Ladyship that my Lor® is in perfect health., As’
the weather waxes very warm (for ave are®in Latitude 21 South with
little’ Winds) His Lordship has begun to use. the cold Bath, which
answers the desir’'d purpose of prevcntmg Colds. *The P, of Wales
is still in Company. When we arrive off Ceylon,eshe is to leave us
& proceed to Bengal, while we peep into Madrass. I cannot give any
tolerable Guess at the time we shall take in getiing there, for when
we have no Wind every body desponds & regkong upon 6 or 7 Weeks,
and when a Breeze springs up, we don’t Doubt of being®n India in
3 Weeks. M Maskelyne is not stirring, hitt I can assure You he
s well. M’ Ingham has been ill ever since we left the Cape but is now
on the Recovery. Excuse my hasty scrawl. I have only time to
reassure Your Ladyship that I shall sflatch every gpportunity of
acquainting You of Lord (five’s health & that I am with the greatest

"‘Respect
Your Ladyship’s °
o most obed® & most .
humble Servant
. HENY STRACHEY, .

k] 1 Powis MSS.
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Clive wrote fo his wife the same day :

I have just time to write my dearest Wife that we a all well
hitherto & hope to B¢ at Madrass in 3 Weeks.

« The only thing whigh gives me concern is the Length of our Passage
which will not 1 am app®hensive admit of my leavjng Indie so sdon
as I intended with any Prdbpriety.

Tell M® Kelsall I hear his Son does not enjoy his Health so well
as could be expected & that B@ is Subject to epeleptick Fits, if 1 can
by any Means make his Circiffhstances such as may admit of his
retyirning {o Jingland I certainly will & he shall be one of the Party
over land M Apphlett being dead I have some thoughts of making.

him the Superintendent of a® my Hstates &c. well 300 per Annum.
Pray make my Apology to all my Relations and Friends for not

writing by this Opportunity & believe me &
Affec.
Kent at Sea . CL1IVE.
March 10% 1765 -
S Lat. 20.33 i

Longitude from leondon 75 degrees ' I
Rec?_ July 17“‘1765 ‘ L Tk

Answ! Dec 9h 1765 e .

After a voyage of little more than®ten mopths, of April 10,
1765, the Kent anchored in Madras Roads. The lad who
twenty years before had landed at Fqrt St. George without
money or friends, was pow received with all the honours due
to the Governor of Bengal. Qn landing he heard of the death
of Meer Jaffier. The Nawab had discovered that he had paid too
dearly to {regam the throne; his closing days were embittered
by constant fresh dentands. By the treaty made on his restora-
tion he was bound to levy duties upon all goods except those «
of the Company seservants, and to pay the Company £300,000
on account of the losses due to the disputes with Meer Cossim.
But the British had dethroned him and placed Meer Cossim
in power, and tosmake him pay for the action of his supplanter
was a gro$s act of extortion. But thefe was a lower depth-
He was also bound by treaty to reimburse the personal losses
of individuals, which, though originally fixed at £100,000, were
eventually raised to £530,000, and tke greater portion of this
sum was for losses sustained in an illicit trade. He also pro-
mised to give a donation of £250,000 to the army and navy.
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All delicacy was laid aside in the manner in, which payment
for the pﬁrsonal losses was pressed. The old Nawab went down
to Calcutta in order to discuss pecuniary®¢hatters with the
Council, and to meet his staunch friend, €live, whose arrivale
was expected. #e fell seriously ill, was with difficulty removed
to Murshidabad, and died at his capital on February 6, 1765.
A week after he reached Ma(_l_ly's Cliye dispatched to Mr.
Rous, the Chairman of the Company, one of those remarkable
utterances on affairs which deserve remembrance g *

* ¢ o MADRAS
DEAR Sir,—We arrived at this Place the 10' Inst! and shall
proceed to Bengl] next Saturday. The Prince of Wales kept us Com-
pany the greatest pgrt of the way to Ceylon, and is by this time I
hope at her destined Port, all wll. I must now enter -with you into
the Politicks of India. The particulars of our late Successes, and
now very flourishing Condition of the'Company’s Affairs in Indostan,
you will have been informed of at large before this reaches you; I.
shall therefore only trouble You with my Sentiments in cgnsequence
of those Successes, and trust to your co-operating with me in carrying
into Execution, and in establishing, upon the most solid Basis, such
parts of myoPlan, as appear"capable of answeéring what we have both

disinterestedly at ﬁeart, the Company’s Honpr and Prosperity.
‘We have at last arrived at that critical Conjuncture, which I have
long foreseen, I mean tha® Conjuncture which®renders it necessary for
us to determine, whether we can, or shall take the whole to ourselves.
Meer Jaffier is dead, and his natura; Son is a Minor, but I know not
whether he is yet declared Successor, Suja Dowla is beat out of his
Dominions ; We are in possession of them, and it is scarcely an
Hyperbole to say that the whole Mogul Empire is in our hands.
The Inhabitants of the Country, we know by’ long®Experience, have
no Attachment to any Nabob whatever, their Troops are neither
® disciplined, nor commanded, nor paid as ours are. Can it then be
doubted that a large Army of Europeans wluld®effectuaBy preserve
_to us the Sovereignty, as I may call it, not only by keeping in Awe
the Ambition of any Country Prince, but By rendering us so truly
formidable, that no French, Dutch or other Enemy could ever dare

to molest us? o ¢ P . .
You will I am sure, irgagine with me that after fhe lengths we
have run, the Princes of Indostan must conclude our Views to be
boundless. . They have indetd seen such fnstances of our Ambition
that they cannot suppose us capable of Moderation. The vei®
Nabobs, whom we might Sipport, would be either covetous of our
Possessions or jealous of our Power. Ambition, Fear, Avarice would
be hourly laying wait for an Opportunity to destroy us.; A Victory
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would be to us but a temporary relief for the dethroning of one Nabob
would be fotlowed by the setting up of another, who actualed by the
same Principlés, would, when his Treasury could afford him’an Army,
pursue. the very P of his Predecessor. We must indeed become
othe Nabobs otirselves dn, Fact, if not in Name, perhaps totall.y so with-
out Disguise, but on this*Subject I cannot be positiwe until mny arrival
at Bengal. Let us, and without delay, compleat our three European
Regiments to one thousand each. Such en Army together with
five hundred light Hqrse, 3yor 4 Companies of Artillery, and the
Troops of the Country will absolutely render us invincible. In short,
ifeRiches gand Stability are the Objects of the Company, this is the

Method, the ogly Method we now have for attaining and securing
them. - ’ . .
Qur ¥roops you will. hear are at this time, above half way to

Delhi—A March I highly disapprove of. I mean absolutely to bound
our Possessions, Assistance and Conquests to Befhgal, never shall
the going to Delhi be a Plan adopted if possibledo be avoided by me,
and you may depend upon my pulting a Stop to it. Nor should I
ever have thought of going sugh lengths as we have if the Actions of
others had not rendered such a Step necessary. I could have wished
that our Operation$ had been carried on upon a Plan of Moderation
and that_we had not been obliged to maintain any other Military
Force, than what might be sufficient to preserve and msrsue our
commercial Advantages. But since oyr Views are egtended and
since Commerce alone is not now the whole of thegCompany’s Support,
we must go forward, to retract is impossible ; one word more, encrease
our Army to the Establishment above mentioned, send us Twenty
Thousand Stand of Sthall Arms, with pleftty of Powder for Muskets
and remember that the light Hd¥se are become incontestably necessary.
The present Establishment forgMadras is sufficient, no Addition is
wanted there; so that your whole Attention, in Military Matters,
o,

will be properly paid to Bengal.

Give me leave now to lead you a few Moments into the Civil
Department—Set whit an Augoean Stable there is to be cleansed.
The Confusion we behold, what does it arise from ? Rapacity and
Luxury ; the unreasonable desire of many o acquire in an Instant,
what onlwa few ¢fh, of ought to possess. Every Man would be rich
without the Merits of long Service and from this incessant Competition
undoubtedly springs that Disorder to which we must apply a Remedy,
or be undone, for it is not only malignant but contagious. The new
C.ovenants. (tho 1 do not egtirely approve of their present Shape) will
make a begiflning: Many of the Civil Servants will probably resign
their Employments. The Court of Directors must supply the Settle-
ment with young men nfore moderate or less eager in their pursuit

wof Wealth, and we may perhaps be reduced to the necessity of drawing

some Serfior Servants from the other Settlements, It must be your

Care and I trust you will do all in your Power to send out proper

Gentlemen. Affairs seem to be coming to such a Pass, lhat in a little
R .
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time, there will hardly be any body at the Counci® Boaxd above the
Rank orpAge of a Writer. In short, the Evils, Civi} and Military
are enormous, but they shall be rooted out. Wimdever Odium may be
thrown upon me by the Malice or Disappointment eof Ind1v1duals
I am resplved to act for the Advantage wsethe Company in every
Respect. I have*not here time to informn you of my whole Plan of
Reformation, but the Motives upon which I have found it, being no
other than the public Good, you may s2fely exert yourself in its Sup-
port, if it should stand in need of r Asststancé, which I hardly
think it can, tho’ Faction should be still raging—I pro gse no Ad-
vantage to myself—I am determined to return to Eng and, without
having acquired one Farthing Addition to my Fortune. Surely then
1 cannot possibly design anythin@ but<ublic Good. Our Affairs are
now in such an important Situation, as to require that the Conduct
of them should b managed with the utmost Secrecy, and cdnsequently
the knowledge o® them confined to a few. I mention this because
I find that your se®ret Commitiee is abolished and I wish to hear
very soon that it is re-established.

As 1 have written to M Walsh on ¢his Subject and thought proper
to use the same precaution as I have to you, I must beg you to furnish
him with the Key and likewise with a Copy of this .Letter.

° I am °
b o Dear Sir &c*
o ¢ ' CLive !
Clive by the same ship wrote to his agent in London as
follows : ° .

¢ 1 have desired Mr. Rous to furnfh youswith a copy of my letter
to him of this day’s date, likewise wjth the cipher, that you may be
enabled to understand what follows: The cqntents are of such
great importance, that I would not have them transpire. Whatever
money I may have in the public Funds, or any where else, and as
much as can be borrowed in my name, 1 desir may be, without loss
QOf a minute, invested in East India Stock. You will speak to my
Attorneys on this point. Let them know I am anxious to have my
money so disposed of ; and press them to hasteri™the affadr as much

3 3

as possible. .

The subtle comment made by Mill on the,transaction has
misled many writers. e ¢ o o
L]

* ““The letter to Mr. Rous,” he says, “ and the shortness of the
period which intervened betwWeen the arrivdl of Lord Clive in Bengal
and his assuming the dewaélee'or revenues, would leave no doub®
that he commanded all the money which he possessed, or which he
could borrow; to be invested in India Stgck, in contemplation of the

"1 From Lerd Clive to Mr. Rous; Madras, dated April 17, 1765.
N L d
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rise of pricg whieh that measure was calculated to produce; had he
not, when examined on the subject of this letter by the gommittee
of the House of @emmons, declared absolutely, ‘ that he had not
.while at Madgas form.ed the resolution to seize the dewanee.” ”’ 1

There is, hoWeve.r? spfficient evidence toeshow that Clive
directed the East India stock to be purchased in order to
strengthen his voting poﬁQ in the Court of Proprietors. He
knew that Sulivan was doing his utmost to supplant Rous,
ahd, with Sulivan again Chairman, he would not receive the
support from home which was so necgssary to the success of
the diffitult and disagreeaﬁle task he had undertaken.

Clive wrote to his wife by the same ship b

& MADRASS
I have an Opportunity by tHMis French Conveyance to inform
my Dearest Wife of our Safe Arrival all in Health at this Place &
that we shall sail for Bengal in two days where every thing goes on
very well. Pray sé&nd for M Rous & deliver him the enclos’d Letter,
the Argo Friggte will sail from Bengal next September when You

shall have all the News. P
I am
* Y Affec. &2 &e.
’ CLIvE.?

On the morning of May 38 Clive argived at Calcutta. Two
members of the Select Committee, Sykes and Sumner, who
had accompanied him aqn the voyage, landed at the same time.
The other two mgmbers were away from the capital. General
Carnac, who commanded the army, was with the troops beyond
the bounds of Behary and Mr. Verelst was at the distant settle-
ment of Chittagong. Clive, on his return to a scene in which
he had played s@ bulliant a part, was received with marked
regard both by the European and Indian community. Among
the numerous letters’ of welcome which he received was one
from the two heads of the banking firm of Jagat Seth, whose
fathers hadebeen so britally murdeged by Meer Cossim. In
acknowledging this Iet’ger Clive says :

‘“ I'have received your letter. When the news of the death of your
fathers reached my ears, I was grieved beyond expression. You

1 Mill, Vol. III., p. 263. ‘

3From Lord Clive to thé Right Hon’ble Lady Clive, Madras, April
17, 1765.

L J
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know very well the great esteem I had for them.® I always endea-
voured tq support their dignity and to obtain for them that respect
from the world to which by their many virtuetethey were entitled.
Their names I will never forget. The cruelty, of thestyrant Qas1m
will also gemain in my memory whilst I lied Let me see you and®
let me be inform®d of any matters wherein I can’ serve you. Be
assured that as I loved Jyour fathers, so I will always exert myself
in supporting the dlgnlty and welfare _,of thexr children.”” 1

" Rajah Dulab Ram wrote to say how delighted he was j:o
hear of his. Lordship’s return: ‘ As the parched earth is
refreshed by the blessihg of gain, end as the budding flower
after the hard weather recovers its beauty and fragrance by
the sweet breege of spring, so has thls news afforded relief
to my anxious m#&d.” 2 e -

Clive was most punctlhous in answering these letters of
welcome, and the copies of his Pefsian letters to Native chiefs
and other grandees occupy many volumes' He was ever a
strenuous worker. The day of his arrival he®read sfeadily
throughShe past Minutes of Council in order, as he expressed
it, that ““ by seeigg what had been done he might be able to
form a clearer opinion of the plan of operations on which it
would be necessary tos act,” and he also made the time to
write the following long epistle t§ Carnac : &

“ I arrived here this morning to %ake possession of a government,
which I find in a more distracted state, if possibfe, than I had reason
to expect. ~

“ The measures taken, with regard to tfe covthiry government,

Jhave been at best precipitate; and the gentlemen here, knowing
that the arrangement of all affairs was absolutely vested in the com-
mittee, might, I think, have avoided going®the<lengths gthey have,
till my arrival. But I am determined not to be embarrassed by the
errors of others, if in my power to remedy them. At least, I will
struggle hard that the disinterested purpose of ny voyage prove
not ineffectual. Your resolution} my dear friend, and principles,
almost unparalleled in thege climes, will, I am sure, cb-oberate with
me in every regulation for the public good. Verelst appears, as far
as I can hitherto judge, to bt a man of hofour and integrity. Sykes
may be thoroughly relied on, and Sumner must, for his own sake, lre
a friend to the Company. ©It is impossible, therefore, to toubt that
we sHall be able to settle every mattgr to the satisfaction of our

1 Persian Correspondence, Vol. 1., p. 405. _ ¥ Ibid,
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employers. « TheYoung Nabob should be treated with respect, with
dignity, and ‘with that honour which ought to be charagferistic of
Englishmen in A®® as well as in Europe; but since we have
oexperienced such a geries of troubles from the mismanagement of
Subahships, it is our dUy to guard against future evils, bys doing for
ourselves what no Nabob Will ever do for us ; andnever trust to the
ambition of any Mussulman whatever, affer what has happened.
Peace upon a firm and las'l‘}il%g foundation must be established if
possible. And to obtfin this™obiject, I conclude it will be necessary
fgr me tq,mgrch up to you at camp, not to continue long there, but
to enter into spme treaty with the King. Your long and exiensive
expedition I could wish had beer‘ avoidgple ; but of thal and all
other affairs I will speak nfre at’large, when I have the pleasure
of hearing from or seeing you. For the present, I can only say, that
our views ought to be confined to Bengal and its gdep_artmen’cs, and
so far I am sure may be gone with justice; n o I doubt, that a
committee of gentlemen, whose eneulation is not excited by the dis-
tribution of loaves and fishes, may acquire at this juncture immortal
honour to themselves, and lasling advantages to the Company. To-
morrow morning P begin to read over the papers, and minutes of
Coungil, {hat | may, by seeing what has been done, be able to form
a clearer opinion of the plan we ought now to adopt. This business
will, I suppose employ my attention for two or three daérg, and then

you shall hear from me.” ! * .

The measures which Clive regarded as precipitate were
those taken for fillihg the throne of Bengal within a day or
two of Meer Jaffier’s death.® Meer Jaffier left a son, Najim-ud-
Dowla, aged eighteen, *who %as said to be illegitimate, and a
grandson, a eon®of Meeran, a child of six. Clive, when at
Madras, resolyed tp acknowledge the grandson as Nawab
and to rule in his name. In his letter to Rous he stated:
*We must indeed become Nabobs ourselves in Fact if not ift
Name.” e On réaching Calcutta Clive learnt that, as soon as
the death of Meer Jaflier was known, the President and Coun-
cil acknowledged Najim-ud-Dowla.2 The Council, however,
delayed his, formal reapgnition as Ngwab until he signed a
treaty sent to him, drafted and signed& by the Board. A special
deputation conveyed ié to Murshidabad. The head of the Com-

smission was Mr. Johnstone, Vapsittart’s most bitter foe, who

had savagely denounced him for the acceptance of presents

from Meer Cossim. The very day the Commissioners arrived
1 M.alcolm, Vol. 1L, pp. 318-20. 2 Najmu-d-dauldh,
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the young Nawab signed the treaty, which depl“ived ‘him of all
real powd}, and transferred it to Mohammegd, Reza Khan, an
able Mussulman grandee, whom he was bo;md by the treaty ,
to appoind as Naib, or deputy NaWab #% the administration
of all affairs. The power of the young Nawab was further
curtailed by having. to *bind himself to make the election and
removal of all officers engaged infhe administration of the -
revenue subject to the approval of the President € €ouncil,
The treaty confirmed to the Brltlsh the privilege of trading free
from all duties except 2l per %ent Supon the article of salt,
though letters had been received from the Court of Directors
directing the- coplete abandonment of the inland trade.

When the treaf} was conclided about £140,000 was pro-
mised, and the greater part paid and received by the Governor
and Members of Council contrary to the positjve orders of the
Court of Directors that * all persons in the Company’s service
should execute covenants, restraining them from ac?ceptmg,
directly or gndirectly, from tbe Indian princes, any grant
of lands, rents, or eterritorial dominion, or any present what-
ever, .exceeding the value of four thousand rupees, without-
the consent of the Court®f Directors.” ! These orders arrived
by the Lapwing packet -on Januargf'%, 4765, about a month
before the death of Meer Jaffier ®and fhe acceptance of the
presents. The dispatch was opened and the eorders were
recorded by the Council the same day. YVhen,Clive arrlved
three months later, the covenants had not been signed, and
He determined there should be no further delay.

On Thursday, May 5, two days aftet his arrival, Clive
attended a meeting of the Council. Hesgives an account of
the proceedings in a letter to Carnac written the same day.?
After mentioning the military rank assigned to the field officers
by the Council, he proce&ds to say :

. [ ] '
. “ After this matter was settled, I desired the Board would order,
those paragraphs relative to tde pbwer of the committee to be trans-
mitted fo the chiefs and council of the subordinate settlements, to -

1 Malcolm, Vol. II., p. 330.
2 The wrong date, May 6, is given by Malcolm. .
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the Commander-ih-chief of the army, and to the two presidencies of
Madras and Bombay, that they might know what powers.the com-
mittee were invest®® with. I then acquainted the Board, that the
ocommittee was detegnined to make use of the power invested in
them, to its utmost exf%t; that the condition of the couyntry, and
the very being of the Comp®ny made such a step ab%olutely necessary.
Mr. Leycester then seemed inclined to enter,into a debate about the
meaning and extent of thdse powers, but I cut him short, by
informing the Board, %that Mwould not suffer any one to enter into
the least disgission about the meaning of those powers ; but that the
committee alone were absolutely determined to be the sole and only
judges; but that they were at liberty to gnter upon the face of the
consultatéons any minutes tfey thOught proper, but nothing more.
Mr. Johnstgne desired that some other paragraphs of the letter might
be sent to the different subordinates, &c., as ten#‘ng,. I believe, in
his opinion, to invalidate those orders. Upon wilich I asked him,
whether he would dare to disputes our authorlfy ? Mr. Johnstone
replied, that he never had the least intention of doing such a thing ;
upon which there was an appefrance of very long and pale counten-
ances, and not one of the council uttered another syllable. After
despafching the current business, the Board broke up, and to-morrow
we sit in committee, when, I make no doubt, of discovering such a
scene as will be shocking to human nature. They have aff received
immense sums for this new appeointment? and are so shaﬂleless, as to
own it publicly. Hence we can account for the fnotive of paying so
little respect to me and the committee ; and, in short, every thing
of benefit to themselves they have in thisehasty manner concluded,
leaving to the committge the egetting the covenants signed, which
they say, is of such consequence, that they cannot think of settling
any thing final about them unti? Lord Clive’s arrival.

“ Alas | how is the English name sunk ! I could not avoid paying
the tribute of a few tears to the departed and lost fame of the British
nation (irrecoverfbly %o, I fear). However, I do declare, by that
Great Being who is the searcher of all hearts, and to whom we must
be accountable, if there must be an hereafter, that I am come out®
with a migd superior o all corruption, and that I am determined
to destroy those great and growing evils, or perish in the attempt.

I hope, when matter$ are a little settled, to set out for the army ;
bringing with me full power for you and me to settle every thing for
the best.” ! ° . .

On Fri.da.y, May 6, the Select Comn.ﬁttee met for the first,
time, and the proceedings were apened by a letter from
@live. .

- L J
“ A very few days,” he says, “ are elapsed since our arrival; and
yet, if we consider what bhas already come to our knowledge, we

o 1 Malcolm, Vol. IL, pp. 320-3.
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[
cannot hesitate a moment upon the necessity of assumin.g the power
that is inpus of conducting, as a Select Commifige, the affairs both
civil and military of this settlement. What do We hegr of, what do
we see, but anarchy, confusion, and, what is wotse, an almost general®
corruptioR. Happy, I am sure, you wq have been, as well as
myself, had the late conduct of affairs been so irreproachable as to

have permitted them stidl to continue ip the hands of the Governor
and Council.” ? - .

The Committee replied by an address promising whanimity
and support. Mill observes: ‘ Yet one would imagine that
four days afforded not a Veroy aniple space for collecting a

~ satisfactory body of evidence on so extensive a field,sespecially
if we must beli®ve the noble declarer, that the determination
to which it led wad a disagreeable one.” 2 It was not in four
days but in two days that Clive gbtained a satisfactory body
of evidence by reading over “ all the consyjtations from the
death of the late Nawab to the 4th April, 1765.” This evi-
dence confirmed ‘ what was,” as Clive says, ‘‘ so very notorious
throughouty the town,” and the parties ° themselves had-
taken such little pains to conceal.” On May 11 Clive sent to
Mr. Palk, the Governor of Madras, a copy of those paragraphs
in the Court of Direftors’ powers with which the Select
Committee was invested, and Slgpphed him with a few in-

terestmo details,
L ]

“ At the first meeting, the gentlemen began to oppose and treat
me in the manner they did Vansittart, by disputimg our power, and
the meaning of the paragraph in the Company’s general letter. How
ever, I cut that matter short, by telling them they should not be
the ]udges of that power, nor would we allowthem to enfer into the
least discussion about it; but that they might enter their dissents
in writing, upon the face of the consultation®. This brought matters
~ to a conclusion, and spared us the necessity of making use of force,
to put the Company’s intention# into executmn We arrived on
Tuesday, and effected th#s on Thursday. °On Friday we Reld a com-
mittee ; and on Monday %as read before the council the following
resolution from the commitiece book :— Resolved that it is the
opinion of this committee, that the covenants be executegd
immediately by the rest ef tHe council, and all the €ompany’s
servangs.’” After many idle and evasive arguments, and being given
to understand they must either sign or be suspended the service, they

! Mill, Vel. IIL., p. 276. 2 Ibid.
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executed the covenants upon the spot. From this you will see what
1 had the honour tgyinform you of, that I am determined upon an
absolute refoymation ; B but here we must act with caution, until a

peace is established, *whjch I do not despair of accomphshmg during
the rains.

‘“ We are waiting the arrival of the Nabob and his ministry, to
determine whether we shall-suspend them ‘the service, or represent
matters in a general light leaying to the Directors to determine their
state ; though I am persuaded they will never wait such a decision,.
hiving #m & them received large fortunes which they barefacedly
confess, for absolutely and precipitately concluding the late treaty
with the young Nabob ; notewaitidg for ohr approbation, or leaving

it in our power to rectlfy the least tittle, without being guilty of a
breach of %faith.” !

On May 8 the young Nawab wrote tv(gl'ive that “ ever
since the receipt of the news of His Lordship’s returning to
this country His Excellenty has been longing to see him.
This day he sets out to have that pleasure.”” The real object
of th® Nawab's visit was to get rid of the control of Mohammed
Reza, to whose appointment he had strongly obiéﬁted. He
had pleaded strenuously that Nuncomar, gwho had supreme
influence over him, should fill the office of Naib. But his
wishes were disregarded by the Conynission, and soon after
Nuncomar was sent tp Caleutta a prisoner, owing to the dis-
covery of proofs that de hagl corresponded with the Vizier of
Gudh during theecampaign in Behar.? In a letter also dated
May'8, Mohammed Reza Khan stated that he was most anxious
to accompany the Nawab, but permission was not granted,
and he ‘ requested leave to come to Calcutta and pay his
respects fo His Lordship.” * Leave was granted, and towards
the end of May the Nawab, Mohammed Reza and the two
Seths arrived there. The Nawab at once presented a letter
of complaint to Clive and the Select Committee, and the
attention of the Council was called tosa representatlon from the
Nawab that since hig father’s death Mohammed Reza had
Jdistributed twenty lacs among members of the Council in
order tlmat they should maintain h#n in his station.

On June 7, the question of receiving presents being Brought

! Malcolm, Vol. I, pp. 324-6. 2 Third Report, p. 305.
. 8 Persian Correspondence, Vol. 1., p. 406,
p
[ ]
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under dlscussmn in Council, Mr. Johnstone desn‘.e(i that the
question ® whether the acceptance of all pressnts is improper
might be put to each member of the Bogrd. Thtee memberso
of the Select Committee, Messrs, Sykeg# Verelst, and Sumner,
and the President, were opposed to their acceptance. Four
members gave a decided or qudllﬁed opinion in favour of their
receipt. Mr. Johnstone stated : ‘““That ‘where they are not
the price of unworthy services, and no trust is b¥tr®yed fér
_them, the acceptance of them is no way improper ; and, in
the present case, as being previouS§ to the execution®of the
deed of covenant, as warrantable as in time past by*any who
had received ti®m.” * This was very thin quibbling, as in
the present case it was not previous to the receipt of the orders.
Mr. Johnstone, the person chiefly ignplicated, sought to defend
himself by a ferocious attack on Clive. In, a long minute,
which he recorded on June 17, 1765, he writes:, . | .

“ With®regard to presents in general, we have the approved
example of the Pres1dent I®rd Clive himself, for our guide, who,
through this Nabob’ $ father’s princely bounty ¢n his coming to the
government had made his fortune, easy, and the Company’s welfare
his only motive for stayirg in India, yet aclenowledges his having
made use of the influence of Juggut Seid to apply for a jaghire; which,
though amounting to £30,000 per annum, was not thought improper
by him to accept of, even in the cirumstances of distress he then
represents the old Nabob to have been in—his lif8 twice saved from
his troops mutinying for their arrears only by the awe of our arms,
and large balances then due to the Company, which %ere not all paid
tlll after’ the revolution, 1760.” %

Clive replied with considerable fire and ®nergy of lahguage :

““ As to the recrimination of my having formerly received a present
from Meer Jaffier which Mr. Johnstone would establish as a precedent
to be followed by every body, he is hot igngrant: that it was given to
me in a military capacity oﬁlx, as a reward for real servites®rendered
to the Nabob at a very dangerous crisis ; nor was that reward ever
stipulated, required, or expected by me, or with my knowledge. Be
it also remembered, that what I re.ceived in consequence of the battlee
of Plassey, was the only psesent I ever did receive, although I
- remained, during the space of nearly three years afterwards, Presi-
dent of the Council, and at the head of a‘victorious army. Let the

1 Auber, Vol. 1., p. 134, . 2 Third Report, p. 484,
°
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L]
impartial wo'rld determine, whether those who have succeeded me with
inferior pretensions, ra\nd even in inferior stations, have @onducted
themselves with equal propriety or moderation. It is unnecessary
<or me to dwell longe? gpon the subject of my own conduct having
Iong ago published ever rticular relating to ite and havmg long
ago had the satisfaction of seeing it approved by my employers. If
all Mr. Johnstone’s transactipns will bear the test as well as mine,
he will no doubt receivg as hopourable testimonials of public appro-
bation as I did.”?
L 4 - »

When a copy of the proceedings reached England, the
Directorg expressed, in a letter o Bengal, their decided views
regarding the conduct of the Select Committee and their
opponents. They refused to admit that the vag sums obtained
by the members of the Commissjon *“ were 8% any means free
gifts,” and they were sorry to see some of the gentlemen
have thought fit to justify fheir-breach of trust by a breach
of order in pleadlng the covenants were not executed, there-
fore not bbhgatory They declared, in emphatic language
*“ But so totally do we differ from them, that we Uunk them
not only guilty of a breach of those pa1t1cular covenants, but
also of the general ¢ovenants, which were entered into before
these last were found so necessary.d 2 After commenting
severely on the cavilseand 8pposition of several members of
the Council, which “ apbear most evidently to have been cal-
culated to scregn #nd obstruct the inquiries into, and detection
of, the .misbehayiour;’ they go on to express a warm approval
of the conduct of Clive :

“ We are satisfied you have had the real interest of the*
Company gonstantly In your view, in all your researches into
the general corruption, and rapacity of our servants, with the
spirit and disinterestedness whlch do you honour, and merit
our approbatlon 73

On June®25, 1765, Chve left Caleutta, in order to meet
the Emperor and the Nawab Vizier, who were with General’
Garnac at Allahabad. A great tprn in affairs had taken place -
since the decisive victory of Buxar. A narrative of the zmme-
diate events after the battle is thus given by Verelst :

1 Ayper, Vol, L, p. 137. ® Ibid., p. 141, 8 Ibid.
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“ Major Munro, judging it expedient to pursue’every advantage
from his gictory by not giving the enemy time to recoVer and collect
themselves, determined to march for Bannardy immediately. He
crossed his whole army accordingly over the @Ganges $which Buksar,
lays upom,) by the 1°* November, and abgat®the 10** reached Ban-
narass. The Kin§ was there, waiting for the Major’s coming up,
in order to accommodate matters if possible; but no ferms cou’d
be admitted on our side ’till Cossim, Summero, and the European
deserters, were first given up to us; ¢évhich %as the primary article
we insisted on from Suja Dowla, from the first comrgengement (of
hostilities. Benny Bahadre, one of Suja’s principal Generals who
attended the King, was agcordingly sent to Suja at Illiabad with this
the Major’s final result, and had ten &ys allowed him, which if he
did not return in—the Major told him to inform his master that he
would immecliate%’y march our army to Illiabad.

““ By the last™gdvices from camp, dated Novem® 25, our army
was still at Bannarass, and the King with them ; who has taken on
himself the government of the province of Oud, Suja Dowla’s
dominions ; so that Suja must now soon fall. Bulwah Sing, the
Raja of Bannarass, submitted himself and cameein to our camp the
same day ; he has been of great assistance to the enepy in sugplying
them with provisions. We are collecting the revenues of tflose parts,
and a ChR{ and Council are appointed to establish a factory at that
city. Our army haos ransomled Bannarass for four Lacks of Rupees.
The allowed ten days for Benny Bahadre to go, to Illiabad and back,
were expired when these advices left camp; in consequence of which,
as there are no proposalsdrom Suja, the army was daily expected to
march for his capital. - They add—that he j§ putting it into the best
state of defence possible, being determined to try his farther fortune ;
for which purpose, hé has offered a Srear’s revenues to be allowed to
all his subjects who will immediately join his aPmy,and is clearing
away the houses, and forming an esplanade round the Capital.
Cossim and Summero, it is thought, are b#th wfth him. "To the
capacity and activity of Summero he owes, in a great measure, the
*possibility of his having been able to act so formidably against us ;
for Summero has disciplined twenty thousané& Seapoys fof him, in a
very extraordinary mannefr considering it almost wholly owing to
one man, and armed in the European mannér ; besides a large body
of excellent Horse, well trained, and armed with light firelocks.
Seme say, indeed, that to him is also owing the very formidable train
of Artillery which both Togsim and Suja have had, m8uifted as well
Vas ours ; tho’ some of the French deserters might probably claim a
share here. Cossim had his ‘musters of artillery from us, soon after’
VanSittart set him on the Musnud ; nor did our politicians scruple,
at that time, to supply hig with European small arms <«also, from
whichehe was enabled to have so many thousands made for his own
troops ; and, with which, and his artillery, he was soon afterwards
in a capacity so desperately to contend with us. Summero is said

[ ]



The Consolidation of Empire 269

to be a German, %ho came out a soldier on board of Boscawen’s fleet
to India, deserted from us at Madrass soon afterwards to the French,
in whose service heggame down as a Corporal or Serjeant t0 Chander-
ohagore ; made his esgape from thence when it was taken by us, and
either joined Mons® La%ig party, or went into the service ¢f some of
the country powers, with®whom he continued ’tfil Cossim Aly was
made Suba; who, endeavouring to adopf, an independency of us
from his first rise to the Musrtud, drew into his service every European
possible, by large pecitniary rewards and great preferment. For the
adoption_and execution of this independency, we are not a little
indebted™to that public spy, Coja Petruse, and in some degree to his
brother Coja Gregory ; the latter Qf whomy, was one of Cossim’s head
Generalsdn his several battles®against us ; which two brothers engaged
some hundreds of Armenians into Cossim’s service, which were as good
troops as a'ny he had. Coja Gregory was cut oiff bg C(}ssim, towards
the latter end of his ill success, for having been éi said,) one of the
principal advisers to his war with tje English, which proved his ruin ;
and Coja Petruse is still in Calcutta, The villain Summero was the
bloody instrument Cossim tade use of to sacrifice our poor
unfortunate Gentlemen, for which (they say,) he gave him some
Lacks, He jgnow Suja Dowla’s chief General, Cossim’s power being
entirely r'educed, who, ’tis believed, is a prisoner, in order that when
Suja is put to the last push, Cossim’s delivery up to 3{may save
*

himself, if possible.”” ? .

Munro, “ judging it expedient to pursue every advantage
from his victory,” .determined to ngarch without delay to
Benares. On October, 27 the British forces crossed the Ganges.
On November 8 Munre reached Benares, the centre of Hindu
religious life, andeencamped his troops near the sacred city. A
large portion of the sepoys were Mohammedans, and to them
and the Furopean sbldiers sore was the temptation to plunder
the shrines of- their rich stores of silver and gold broughé
by pilgrims from all parts. But the miscellaneous force was
kept by their general under the strictest discipline, and Munro,
on the day of arrival, issued the following order :

(3

‘“ None of the troops or followers of the army are on any account
whatever ¢o ®go into the c?ty of Banaras, 8r out of the limits of the
camp, on pain of being severely punished ; and if any person is detectgll
plundering, he is to be smmediately hanged.” 2
L J

The gext day a ransom of £40,090 was paid to the army by
the bankers and chief inhabitants of a city great in cogamerce
1 Letter from W. Verelst to Lord Clive; Islamabad, December 19, 1764,
: 2 Broome, Vol. I, p. 485,
L
L
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and opulence.! In the neighbourhood of Benares, not far
from they British force, the Emperor Shah Alam ‘also pitched
his camp. Ever since the battle of Buxa® he had followed

‘Munro ig his march, and had sough’g‘w f)rotect}on and sup-®

port. At an interview with the Brit#€h commander he offered
to transfer to the Company the wide dominions of the Nawab
Vizier of Oudh, on condition thqy paid the usual peshkash
‘(fine or tribute on appointment), and he again offered_to grapt
to them the Diwani of the three provinces of Bengal, Behar,
and Orissa. But a forntal treaty Muaro would not make without

.the sanction of the Government. On November 19 Munro -

received instrugtions from the Council at Calcutta. The
following day hessent a batta}ion of sepoys to the Emperor’s
\camp, and on November 24 he issued the following order :
[ ]

“ chh of the officers, as will be off duty to morrow, who choose
to wait on the king, and wish him joy of being put in possession of
Sujah al Dowlah’s country by the English, are desired 8 meet 2t head
quarters agnine o’clock to morrow morning ; it is necessary to acquaint
them, that  is customary tg make him a salem on the occasion, and
the least that should be given by a captain is five gold mohurs, and

- three by a subaltern.” 2 .

On November 25 Xunro, acgompanied by the officers,
waited on the Emperor with ‘ ‘the Board’s late advices,”
“ when his Majesty,” says Verelst,
his good fortune, saying ‘ he was happy on hhving escaped
from the hands of Suja Dowla, but still happier«n having found
friends able and willing to support him against all his enemies.
For, in fact, he had been no other than a state prisoner with
Suja Dowla, who detained him to make use of hi§ name to
carry on his own ambitions and unjust 8esigns; for the King

. has all along disapproved Suja’s conduct towards us.”” 3

Munro, having nows k').een reinforcetl by troopserem Patna,
Vetermined to lay siege to the Fort of Chunar, about eighteen
miles from Benares. It was a place of’great strategic import-
ance in former times, as i commanded the entrance,to a loWw

1 Bwke: Speech on Mr. Fox’s East India Bill.
2 Caraccioli, Vol. 1L, pp. 62-3. .
3 Letter from W. Verelst to Lord Clive; Islamabad, December 19, 1764.

expressed great joy at

+
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chain of hills running parallel to the Ganges on its right bank,
from which the marauding Mahratta horsemen burst to plunder
the fertile plain. ®The fort itself covers the crest ana sides of
san isolated fock risiag about a hundred feet above Ehe river,
and the heavy batterige,h)n the ramparts commanded the navi-
gation. But the garrison did not depgnd on the stout walls
and heavy batteries for their chief protection, but on their
vast store of stone cyhnders rudely made and pretty much
like garQen-rollers, which they rolled over the parapets down
the steep face of the hill fo impede she advances and over-
whelm the ranks of an assaulting army.!
Européans of the investing troops, taking advantage of
a dark night, went up the Ganges in boats g ith the ordnance
and stores, and effected a landihg on the eastern bank to the
south-west of the fort. When day broke, the three battalions
of sepoys arrived? and a camp was formed and batteries com-
menced swnd®™ the direction of Captain Polier, field engineer
to the detachment. Major Pemble, who commanded® sent the
governor an order from the Empero? Shah Alam to surrender
the citadel. He was inclined to obey. But the garrison turned
him out, and placed, old and gallant spldiers in charge of the
fort. Major Munro, havingemarched with the main body of
the army up the left side gf the river, took up a position
opposite the fort, s* where he erected a two gun battery, which
was of no other service than annoying the enemy in their
houses by the tiver®side.” The batteries on the right bank
against the south-west angle and the east side, where the.
upper and lower fomts join, opened fire, ““ but the work of
breachmg was very slow, owing to its being necessarily con- -
fined to the 2 elghteen and 2 twelve-pounders.” 2
On December 2 Major Pemble reported the main breach to
be practicable, and orders were issued §o? the column of assault
to assemble next morning. So soon as the first rays of th
sun struck the rock the signal was given, and the stormers

mounted <he steep ascent. /' -

1 Narrative of 2 Journey through the Upper Provinces of India,” ®ol. L,
p. 402. By Reginald Heber, D.D., Lord Bishop of Calcutta.
2 Broome, Vol. L., p. 488.
*®
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““ Qur men at first marched up the hill with the greatest resolution,
but large stones which the enemy rolled out of the breach, and on
each sidef it threw them so often down, and rolled thém back again
by twenties at a time, What with their endea¥ours to clamber up
50 steep a rock, and their being so often tumbled back By large stonese
rolled dotn upon {hem, our people were ajsast so fatigued, that they
were obliged to give it up. Captain Dow who commanded a battalion
of seapoys, now a lieutenant colonel in_the service, and his serjeant
_were the only two that got up to the breach, gne on each side ; here
they remained some little time unsupported, at last, they were rolled
down among the others ; captain Dow {rom the top to thg bottam
of the hill ; his skull was fractured by a stone for which he was obliged
to be trepanned.”’ ! ° e

e °

The following night the column again ‘mounted the hill,
determined .to sgarry the main breach. But it could not be
done. e .

““ The enemy’s spirits were revived by our repulse: they defended
the place much better on the second %ttack, and rolled such amazing
quantity of stones, that our people could not entee the breach, though
they did everything which might be expected of brgxe men, they
were therefore drawn off when day appeared.” 2

S
On DeRember J5 Munro issued the following order :

“ As an action is soon expected with the Vuzier, it becomes necessary

_that the detachment should join the army, leaving a sufficient force

to prevent provisions an¥l stores being brought into the fort: the
action being over, the siege will be &rriedwn again.”” 3 "

But the Nawab of Oudh, Vizier of tl.le Mogul Empire, did not

. appear. On December 6 the army marched back to Benares.
After his defeat at Buxar the Nawab eVizier offered to pur-
,chase a cessation of hostilities by the payment of £250,000
as the expenses of the war, a similar sym to the army, and
£80,000 to the British commander. But Munro inSisted that
Meer Cossim and Somroo, the perpetrafors of a foul massacre,
should be surrendered beforg negotiations .for peace were
opened. On this poin the Nawab Vi%ier returned an emphatic
NSanswer. He could not, without a stain on his honour, sur-
render Meer Cossim. As for Somro®, he was a master of
legions, and could not bg made a prisoner. But hg¢ propos&d

® 1 Caraccioli, Vol. 1L, p. 64. 2 Ibid., p. 65.
3 Broome, Vol. L, p. 491.
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that two or three British officers acquainted with Somroo should
be sent to his camp, and that he would have Somroo murdered
in their presence @t an entertainment given for the .purpose 1
sMajor Munré rejected the vile proposal, and all negotlatlons for
peace ended. Meer CodNm, treated with the greatest personal
indignity and robbed of the bulk of his treasures, fled away
to the north-west, apd dled in the utmost poverty at Delhi.
Somroo, taking with him his well-trained battalions of sepoys
and a Pody of Europeans, left the Nawab Vizier, and entered
the service of the Rajah of the dats, the ancestor of the present
Rajah &f Bhurtpore.? The Nawab Vizier now sought the
aid of th¢ famous Rohilla Chief, Rahmat Khan,? and at the
same time he entered into a treaty with Mulhat’ Rao Holkar, the
founder of one of the five great® Mahratta houses or dynasties.
The Nawab, reinforced bysehis new allies, collected his scat-
tered forces andereturned to his own territory, while Munro,
tired «of ewameng for him to appear before Benares, and think-
ing that the Nawab’s force would disperse forgpwant of
funds, resigned the command of tht army, and proceeded to
Calcutta, where he found Carnac, who had been appointed
to succeed him. Carnac had been dismissed the service on
account of his quarrel Wltb,Vansmta,rt but he had been rein-
stated with the rank of Qolongl and the title of Brigadier-General.
Major Sir Robe;t Fletcher assumed command of the Field
Force, pendmg the arrival of Carnac, and promptly advanced
with his main®forc8 towards Allahabad. He left at Benares
a brigade under the command of Major Stibbert, with in,;
structions that he ghould again attempt to capture Chunar.

On F'ebruary 8, three practicable breaches having been
made and an assault Being imminent, the brave old commander
handed the keys of the fort £o Major Stibbert, saying: I
have endeavoured to alt like a soldjeP; but deserted by my
prince, and with a mutlnous garrison, what could I do ? Goft

and you (laying his Rand on the Koran and pointing to his

! First &Report, p. 42. ’

2 Jats tribe in Northern Indla—Bhurtpore State in Rajputana.

3 Sclections from lhe State Papers of the Governor-General, cllited by
G. W. Forrest (Warren Hastings), Vol. L, p. 29.

S e
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soldiers) are witnesses that to the faith of the English I now
trust my life and fortune.” Touched by his gallantry and
his time-honoured grey hairs, Major Stibber®and all his officers
paid him every compliment and attensi®n in their power,®
and granted horourable terms to thefarrison, a large portion
of whom enlisted in the Company’s Service.!

Three days after the British. troops occupied Chunar,
the strong fortress of Allahabad, built at the confluence .of
the Jumna and Ganges, was surrendered to Sir Robért?letcher.
On February 13, 1764s B1*igauiier-§eneral Carnac arrived at
Chunar and assumed command of the army. He ®at once
ordered Stibbert’s brigade, with the exception of tWwo Native
battalions, to j(?le. the main body at Allahabad. On arriving
there with Stibbert’s brigade,*Carnac led the main force into
Oudh, occupied some of the chfef towns, and, pushing on
with, all the cavalry and one sepoy battalion, 8ccupied Fyzabad,
the ancient capital of the kingdom. He took up#his #estdence
in the pYace of the Nawab, held durbars in high Oriental
fashion, and recgjved th® submission of the leading chiefs
and zemindars. .

Carnac had not givgn much time to administration when
news reached him that the Mahratgas under Mulhar Rao Holkar
had joined the Nawab Vizier, and werg advancing from Rohil-
kund upon Calpee?; the natural fortress stagnding on a high
bald rock rising from, the right bank of the Jul.nna, with the
intention of invading the Lower Doab, or*fertil® plain between
othe Jumna and the Ganges. On the 19th Carnac joined
Stibbert’s division, and on the 27th heecrossed thf Ganges,

~and the day after he was joined by Sir Robert Fletcher, who,
with his small brigade, was operating in that direction. On
May 8, the day Clive landeds at Calcutta, she whole force
advanced towards KFggah, about qtvven’cy-ﬁve °nfiles from

1 Broome, Vol. L, p. 506. One evening, when_walking round the ramparts
of Chunar, an old pensioned native officer told %he writer the story, with no
little pride, of the successful defence of the Fort, as handed down by traditiowe.
An ancestor had taken part in itgand \fterwards entered the Compamy’s service.
His father had fought at Sobraon, and he, as a sepoy belonging to the 13th
Native Infantry, had taken part in the defence of the Residency at Lucknow.

2 Kalpi, a town in Jalun District, United Provinces.
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Cawnpore. On arriving near the town Sir Robert Fletcher,
who commanded the advanced guard, fell in with the Mahratta
force, and a skirmhish ensued. A few rounds from tﬁe British
guns threw ‘their to¥semen into confusion, and they getreated
beyond the Jumna. Son afterwards they &gain entered the
Doab, and proceeded to lay waste the country. A detach-
ment marched towards éllahabad, whilst the main body
advanced to within a few miles of the British camp. Carnac
determined to advance, and on May 20 the British force
encamped opposite to Calpee, a place of great strategic
importa?nce. On the 22nd Sir Robert Fletcher, with a
strong detachment, was ferried across t]%c stream, and,
after a stiff fight, drove the enemy fraen post to post.
The Mahrattas retreated towards Gwalior; the British
returned to Allahabad. %he Nawab Vizier, seeing that
his cause was hbpeless, resolved to proceed to the English
camp; snd=trust to the good faith and generosity of the
victors. On the afternoon of May 26 the Nawab Viger crossed
the Ganges, accompanied by a fe% of hig principal officers
and about four hundred of his cavalry guard.  General
Carnac, attended by his staff and the several Commanding
Officers, proceeded tqQ the panks of the river to receive him.
Here they all dismounged fgom their horses, and the Nawaub
Vuzier alight.ing Jrom his palkee, embraced the General, who
with his officers, met him with every mark of respect, and
preseﬁted him‘each®with a nuzzur, according to their rank.” 1
General Carnac informed the President and Council of the
arrival o£ the Viziar, and asked for instructions with regard
to concluding a treaty with him. They informed him that
the final settlement of terms must be reserved for the arrival
of Clive in camp. .

Befort Raving Calcutta, Clive had %ome to the conclusio
that a Council consisting of sixteen members was too la,rgzz
Lo be an efficient instrument of government, and he drafted
a scheme for remodelling it. He Proposed that the Members

e

1 Broome, Vol. I, p. 522. Report from Brigadier-General Carnac to the
President and Council, dated May 3, 1765,
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of Council should be reduced from sixteen to twelve, and
that thg chiefs of subordinate factories should not be in-
cluded. He further stated in a letter to Su‘mner,. written from
Cossimbazar on July 2, that there was po°reason why vacancies
to factories should be filled up from members of the Council :
indeed, to fill them fi'om Senior Merchants. would be advanta-
geous. ‘At least let them remaip operpuntil the pleasure of
the Directors is known.” The chief of a factory bejng alsa a
member of the governing body increased enormously his local
prestige and power, ald lessehed she ‘control of his gxecutive
actions by the Council. The baneful rule that the chiefship
of a factory was a prize for the senior members of Council led
to Mr. Ellis being*appointed tg Patna. On July 5 Mr. Sumner,
who was senior member of the Secret Committee, wrote to
Clive that the scheme had proved impracticable, owing to
positive orders from the Directors being produced in Council,
“ All T could do was to delay matters until yourpleﬁs{ﬁ‘e was
known.”\\He enclosed two extracts from the Court’s General
Letters, one dated February 8, 1764, making the Chiefship
of Patna tenable only by a Councillor, the Second dated June 1,
1764, making the Council not fewer than sixteen in number.
Sumner had approved of the ptan when it was laid before
the Committee, and Clive answered as*follows : -
v .Mod‘m GYLL
o o 8% July 1765,

Sir,—I have receiv’d Your Letters, & have read them both over
* with great Attention, {he last, I confess, with Surprise and Concern.
The Sentiments express’d in Your first Lefter, correspond exactly
with mine ; but to see You so immediately change Your Opinion,
from an Opposition of a few Debates in Council, by Gentlemen who
are self interested, and who by their Conduct have exposed themselves
to such a severe Censure, that P imagine few ofethem will escape
Dismission from Servicee that any Argufnents, made ase of by such
wen, should have the leastWeight with You, is to me most surprising.
or am I less astonish’d that You should cogstrue the Two Paragraphs
of the 8™ Feb? & 1% June 1764; into such positive Orders as cannot
be set aside unless by the ugan®ous Consent and Resolution of the
Counggl. Now, in my Opinion who had the Nomination of the Com-
mittee, and ought to be a Judge with what Powers, and upon what
Terms I accepted the Government, We are empower’d to pursue
- L ]
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the Means we think proper, and to set aside, or suspend putting in
Execution any Order we may think detrimental to the Company,
the signing of the Co®enants excepted. Your diffident Condflct there-
dore, tends towards logvering the real Consequence of the Committee,
and restoring to the G‘entl‘emen of Council that Power which they
so dishonourably exerted, and which has reducefl this Settlement
to such a State of Anarchy and Confusion that one may boldly say,
it’s final Dissolution could nof be far distant. A Conduct that tends
to abolish the Power of'the Committee, tends, consequently, to frus-
trate theJntentions of a’ General Court of Proprietors, who thought
me a proper Person to curb that licentious Spirit of Disobedience in
the Servants, and at the same timg put a, Stop to that Torrent of
universal «Corruption & Luxu® which had’ almost overwhelm’d the
Settlement., For my own part, if supported by General Carnac,
Mess™ Verelst & Sykes, as I doubt not I shall, I am determined,
steadily to maintain that Plan laid down in my Utter to the Com-
mittee and their Answer to it upon ¢he Opening of their Proceedings.
Have You any Reason for a Change in Your Opinion since that
time ? 1 have none. So long %s I have the Honor to preside, and
enjoy the Satisfactioh of knowing that the Sentiments of the Majority
of the Qogmitdge, correspond with mine, I will not allow the Council
to call in Question the Powers with which we are invested. It is
recommended to us by the Directors, to lay such Mattery)efore the
Council as we think proper, but the Pofer of defermining, is in the
Committee alone. These are the express Words, and admit not a
double Interpretation. To permit the Gentlemen of Council to deter-
mine a single Point which the Committee tleink should be determined
by themselves alone, is tq breakgthro’ the very Letter as well as Spirit
of the Powers, and to devigte even from our own avowed Resolution.

And now, Sir, if You will alfow me the Liberty, I will give You
what appears te m&® the lfest Advice, which, for your own Honor,
and the Advantage of the Company, You ought to pursue.

Be persuaded that the Proceedings of the Committee, will appear
so very honorable, so very disinterested, and so evidently calculated
for the Interest of the Company, that they must meet with universal
Approbatiog outwardly®; for even the worst of Men cannot, dare not
set their Faces against Measures which will defend themselves. The
Proceedings will shew to"a Demonstration that Power has been lodged
where it could not be biass’d by Corruption, and that the Gentlemen
have made a w1111ng Sacrifce of private Interest to public Benefit.
The Proofs of'Venahty in a late Admmlstra’uon, now upon Record,
& the numberless other Proofs which I have, and can have, of the(
Abuse of Power, from the®Governor to the Writer.

*
Clive 8n the same day thus cofamunicated his views to

the other two members of the Committee : *

. ! Letter incomplete in original,
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GENTLEMEN,—Since mine of this Morning which was, sent You by
‘express Cogsids I have had time to reflect upon M! Sumner’s Conduct
whether it proceeds from a timid and weak Dispo?ltion, from a loose-
ness of Principles, or being of our Opinion that fuch a Behavior may
disgust m& so much as to make me returef to Europe by the first
Opportunity I know not, certain it is however that I never will resign
this Government untill the Court of Directors have approv'd or dis-
approv’d our Regulations. . °

His two Letters which both came by the same Post & my Answer
will fully explain to You the Difference of our Interests &3 desir®
You will both judge for yourselves as I have said to M* Sumner it
is a Matter of Indifference ¢o me whethgr there be twelve Councillors
or 16 employ’d at present but that the Council should be aflow’d to
be the Judges if the Committee should think otherwise s directly
aiming at abolishigg the Power of the Committee and restoring to
the Council those Powers which they have already made so bad a
Use of, frustrating the Intentior® of my coming abroad who was
determin’d from the beginning never o subject myself to the Will
& Pleasure of 16 Councillors surely the Commitiee can meet and
determine whether 16 or a less Number of Counclllors would be the
most advantagious for carrying on the Affairs of the Coffip? gn& they
may then day their Resolution on that Head before the Council.
I hope to héar from You soog and am Gentlemen

. - Y* most sincere & oblig’d Serv®

MootTaGYLL * CLIVE

8% July 1765. o .

Moota Gyll (Muti Jhil), or the Pea‘r’ Lake, was situated
about two miles from Murshidabad. Clive halted'here in order
to interview the young Nawab of Bengal, and to siggest certain
important changes in the administration of his governtnent.
Qlive distrusted Mohammed Reza, and, to curtail his power,
he appointed Rai Dulab and the two hgads of the firm of
Jagat Seth to be with him members of a Commission®to carry
on the administration under the directioif of the Governor in
Council His interviews with the young Nawgb at Calcutta
had convinced him that he was totally unfit to rale and he
Was fast squandering the revenues of the state on the worth-
less favourites by whom he was surroufided. Clive therefore
put forward a financial graggement under which, all the®
revenues of the three provinces were to be appropriated to
the payment of the sums due to the Company, the expenses
of the army, and the tribute to the Emperor, avith the
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exception of 50 lacs (£500,000) which was to be set aside for

the expenses of the Nawab and members of the roygl family.
oClive, writing to the Select Committee on July 11 for their

approval of the plan., said : .

‘ Although the sum proposed to be stipulated for the Nabob,
considering the present great expenses and demands, may appear
large, yet, by what I how legrn, his eXpense exceeds the sum to be
alJowed i and although®it is certain that neither his education nor
abilities will enable him to appear to any advantage at the head of
these great and rich provinces, yef, I thinl.c, we are bound in honour
to suppost the dignity of his Station, so far as is consistent with the
true interest of the Company.

‘“ The particulars of this matter may be farther adjusted in my
absence by Mr. Sykes, to whom I have communi®ated my ideas, if
the plan be approved of by the Sglect Commitiee ; and the whole
may be finally concluded to our satisfaction, upon the Company’s
being appointed the King’s Dhan, who will be empowered, by the
nature of their offiee, as well as by the King’s consent, to settle every

point.2 ',

The same day, writing to Verelst regarding ’his inter-
view with the Nawab, Clive says: ®

“ He received the’ proposal of havigg a sum of money for himself
- and household at his wjll with infinite pleasure ; and the only reflection
he made, upon leaving me, was, ‘ Thank z}od I I shall now have as
many dancing girls as Ppleas®’ » 2
. . °
Clive progeeded onehis journey, and he wrote to Carnac

from pear Sucgligurfy, July 18, 1765 :

I cannot help joining in opinion with both Committee & Council
that His Majesty has been a great Clog upon our Proceed® & I think
we ought to be particudarly careful in y® Treaty we make w'® S. Dowla,
that y* CSmp” be not expos’d to any future Wars on y° K’s Acct*at
y® same time I am far from leav?® him unprovid? for. The rich
Kingdom of Bengal may furnish him a very handsome annual Income,
if he will but be 8atisf’ w' resid® in some place of Security & enjoying
Ease & Péendy witht teafing us to establish him on the Throne of
Delhi. )

« If y* King will not gccompany S. D. part of the way, I must go
{o him, which will take up much time, for I have Sunnuds &c to
request of him, which must be granged $efore any thing can be settled
on his Account, & at y° same time to convince H.M. that I_am not
wante¢ in Attention to his Int* where it can be done with® hurting the

1 dalcolm, Vol. III, p. 124, 2 Ibid., p. 125,
.
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Comp?. I shall bring with me from y* Nabob in Bills of Excha?
5 Laaks of Rup® for the obtain® these favors. (I propose being at
Patna on %he 21 & expect to hear of your & S¥ D.’s arrival at, or

about that time.” ! o .

Two- days later he wrote to Sykes the following epistle,
which “displays none of the qualitigs of * The Polite Letter

Writer  : . o
' Gances 8 °Coss #rRoM BOGLIPORE
15% JufP 1765°

D? Sir,—I have rect Y* Letter‘ & the Behav? of Mess™ Leycester
& Gray is so ungratef! as wWell as boyisle& ridicul® y* I am det? hence-
forw? to harb’ in my Breast not y° least Compass® for such hard?
Sinn® & if upon my Return I continue in y* same Opin® which I am
in at pres' M™ Grﬁ%shall go to Pot; enclos’d I send You two Orig
Papers, the 1% corterns M® Gra}ﬂ; sign’d by the Dinaghpore Raja.
I desire You will get them translat® & send for y° Raja & such oth? as
will more fully prove & authenticate®y® Facts, as I told You before
M.R.C. & R.D" are collect® numberless Proofs of &his kind & by my
Soul there seems such an univers! Corruption as well as ill Will among
y® Serv'® at being depriv’d of y* Opport® of contin? y* same “Practices
that it willgbe necess? to lay y° whole before A Comp" to convince
them of theXr Danger. . ° _

Sumner’s Behav'®is so inexpressibly Weak & timid that I almost
dread y° Conseq® of leav® him my Success’ if a Fev’ w? carry him
off it w! be y® best thing that c? happ® for y° C° how! let his Appre-
hens? be what they will, I hope long before thls You have set out for
ye City. Y* Presence there is much wahted. (I have desir’d y® King
. may meet me at Patna as well as $.D. ¥ he does I shall make
such Dispatch as to be  at Calcutta in y°ebeg® of Ayg® if posst (I
have no oth! News than that Affairs wear a very unfavorable

A earance for Master Suli
ppeara T ulivan. I am

&c

[ ]
CLIVE

. °

P.S. Tsend You also a L™ to me from M Verelst of 28 June
enclos? a Petition concern® Salt which I was Yo have represented at
the City, but forgot it, I beg You w.ill do it.” 2

Sykes had set out fo¥ he city, and on July 28 he ferwarded
t} the Committee the Nawab’s purwannahs, enabling the Com-
pany to enter immediately upon contracts. * The Nawab’s
business,” he states, ‘hass betn settled upon the lmes sug-
gested by Lord Clive. Great harmony at present subsists.” 3

1 Clive’s Letters, 1765. 2 Powis MSS.
3 Sykes to the Committee; Moradbang, July 28. e
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The next day he sent to Clive a copy of the letter with some
further partitulars, and he added: ** The opposition of Leycester,
Burdett and Gray’is beginning to pass all reasonable bounds.
*I never saw or heard of such a spirit of villainy.”’s? Clive
reached Benares on August 1, and was received with full mili-
tary honours. The next.day he had«two or three confer-

ences with the Nawab VlZleI', .
4

and iffimated his intention of restoring all his dominions, except
Allahabad, worth 10 lacs yearly, gqnd perhaps Corah, valued at 18.
‘ His expsessions of joy and g¥atitude upon this occasion,” say Lord
Clive and General Carnac, in a joint letter of the Select Committee,
¢ were many and warm. Such an instance of generosjty inea victorious
enemy, exceeded his most sanguine expectations f®nd we doubt not
will be the best foundation of thgt union and amity which we so
earnestly wish to secure, He consents to pay to the Company 50
lacs for indemnification. Thes® terms we think moderate and eqult—
able, both for him and the Company.’ > 2

>

On August 8 he wrote to Sykes:
. BENARES
. ® 3¢ Augt 1765

DI Sykes,—I am glad to hear you are at least arriv’d at Moor-
shedabad & I will ventusre to prophesy y* what w'® atten?y* Complaints
of Injustice & political .Mattew, You will have enough to do. (It
app? to me abs? necessY y* you sLn witht delay be inform’d of what in
all hum?® probability will be conclud? upon at Illiabad that You may
smooth y* way &' 3 Nabob M R C. Roy Dull® & J. Seets & y* these
Gent™may be ready to adopt the Plan which we are det? shall be
adopted. (Upon *my Arriv! here I found y* Gen' all Affection &
obedience. The misunderstand® which had arisen between us was
entirely owing to y* Miscar® of L™ & a little Negligence on his part®
in not writipg oftner. &ie approves entirely of our Comm. Proceed’ &
of our Plan w* reg?'to circumsc_rib? y* Nab®

As y°* King is very sfow in all his Motions, we think y* only way
of shortining Matters will be to walt on his Majesty at Illiab? Accord-
ingly Suja D. Mynheer a powla & Myself &c set out y° day after
to morrow % ? am much mistaken if 10 dags does not bring to a Con-
clus® y°* most glor® honorable & advant® Event y' ever happenQ
to this Comp? (I have ad 2 or 3 Conferences w* Suj. D. He is
t@ have all his Countries rest® to him except y° District of Illiab?
producing ®10 L* of Rup* & Cora 48 ®f annually. I will end® to
prev! upon H M, to give up y° Cora Country to S.D. in Coresid® of

1 Sykes Jo the Committee. t Malcolm, Vol. II1., pp. 125-6.
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what he is to receive from Bengal. (The aboves! Countries are
intend? ag a Roy! Demesne as a Support in part for H.M. Nasib
Cawn being a very amb? enterpriz® Man & nevhavt had y® Dist! of
Cora we think a Jagg®' out of y‘ Country wilP be a fuff* Prov® for®
him. (Tﬁe Gen® ig very stren® y* y°® K. sh® receive a Tribute from
Bengal Bah® & Or?® of 26 L* y° same which M. Jaff® engaged to pay.
I think 20 suff® howev’ as we intend to make use of H.M. in a very
extraord” manner for obtain? moth? less y* a Sunn? for all y* Rev? of
y* Country. 6 L¥ of R® will be scarce® wortf our disobligé y* K. if
he sh? make a point of it. (The Sunn? for y* Duannee I in{snd shall
be worded in y* Manner I appoint Pﬁ Comp? for ever to y* Dewannee
of Bengal & provided they pay Ine y stipulated T11bute allow y*
Nizar an ann! Sum suff* to supp® his Dignity & keep up such®an Army
as may cover & defend y* Prov® of Beng! Bah!,& Or? after all these
Exp® are défr whatev? rem® I glve to y* CompY So y*you see it
will be necess? forou to pave y° way for such an Event by assumé,
y* Authority which we mean shorfly to take upon ourselves publicly.
That"R. Dull® must be watch? & note suff! to pilfer steal extort or
oppress & you must immed? ord® an exact state.of y* Beng! & Or?
Rev® to be prep? for my Arriv! I will take care to have one of
Bah? -

These Igcpexpensive Moormen who spend y® Gov** Rev? in Lux? &
Assw' mustpay y* Rents reg? in future or immed? be turn’d out.
indeed in my Op® nene but Jentoos ought to be Rent® of Count? who
alw® spend less y® their Income & can when called upon make
good any Defficiency in y* Rev?

I do not see y° least Recess? for y° young Nab® keep? so many
Seap? & if a part of them be reduced & part ®f his All° may be taken
off, for so large a Sum of Money as 500L* will I fear distress y*Comp?
& if he can be brought to do this & accept of 4Q—we can y® better
pay y° King his 26. (I am und® g* uneas® ab® my *Packet. of L=*
P Tilbury which Sumner writes me he sent Yqu by . light baeat as I
have not heard a Syll¢ fro’ You on y* Sub® (The Ord® for all y* Off?

&ign® y* Cov* were issued out this day. I am

] ’ e .&C
CLIVE

You may send a Copy of y* to Verelst. *

M: Lear a free Merch! at Patna wants a Dust¥ for a very large
Q7 of Opium, asserts y* it belong® to M: Hgstings. But as I suppose
it only a Pretence I have stopp’d it till I hear from You® who must
Jjnow the truth.

Please .to deliv® y® enclos’d I* to y* Nakdb, M R Cawn, R. Dull® &
the Seets.” 1 o

o \ T

Th¢ day after Clive’s arrival he issued an order stating

that “ A General Court of Proprietors having resolved that

1 Powis MSS. b4
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certain Covenpants should be executed by all officers in their
service, and the Governor and Council having recdved the
strictest injunctions from the Court of Directors to put the
resolution of the said General Court in executjon immédiately,
in obedience to their commands, it is hereby ordered that
the said Covenants be 1mmed1ate1¥ executed.” 1 They were
duly executed, and C(})les sent to the other military stations
fot sigmeiture. No objection was raised except by General
Carnac. He had recently receiged a present of 80,000 rupees
from thesRajah of Benares.® The Covenants bore a date ante-
cedent to that of the gift, but Carnac was not aware of their
existence. He therefore refused to sign thgh till the date
was altered, so as not to lay himself open to the charge of
having violated the law. Mill states: “ A few weeks after-
wards, upon his rgturn to Calcutta, he signed it, indeed with-
out ang.geruple ; but, in the interval, he had received a present
of two lacks of rupees from the reduced and impoverished
Emperor.” The statement with regard to the two lacs of
rupees is contrary tqQ documentary evidence. ° The King offered
the present. Carnac refused to accept it without the sanction
of the Governor and Council. They feferred it to the Court
of Directors. Clive subport@d both in his official and private
correspondence, Carnac s claim to have the permission to accept
the gift of the Emperor ‘granted. Clive writes to Lady Clive :

L ] 'Y Y

‘ He (Carnac) is worth 50,000 & will with the Consent of the
Gov. & Councel be worth 80,000 the King I am informed being deter-¢
mined to desire leave qf the Gov. & Councel for that Purpose, indeed
his Majesty would be the most ungrateful King upon Earth if ie
did not, for never King meceiv’d such essential Services, & such Marks
of Respect & Devotion as have been paid him by Carnac.” 2

L] ]

Clive, on @ letter to Walsh, says: ,

“ Among other paperg, you will find a letter from the King te
the Governor and Councj <in favour of General Carnac. The 2 lacs
o? rupees he. has.glve{hlm is lodg;d 1?1 the public funds, until the
pleasure of the Directors is known. shall only say that ‘Carnac

1 Broome, Vol. 1., pp. 527-8.
2 Letter from Lord Clive to the Right Hon’ble Lady Clive; the Ganges,
Near Banard®s, August 24, 1765.
' N
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has acted with such moderation and honour in the service of the
Company, and with such good deference and attention towards his
Majesty tRe Great Mogul, that the Directors must be the most un-
grateful of men, if they do not, by the return of this ship, or the first
conveyanee, order him this money, with a dfe encomium upon his
services, disinteresfedness, and modesty. I am sure your interest
will not be wanting to push this matter to the utmost, if it be
possible that such an order from the Court should meet with the least
resistance.”’st - . \

After discussing the proposed treaty with the “Rawab,
Clive, accompanied bysCarna® ang the Nawab Vizier, pro-
ceeded to Allahabad, where he had gone to reside in virtue of
the treaty miade by Munro according to the instructions of the
President and &uncﬂ In consequence of that treaty, a
phirmaund was issued by the Emperor'on December 29, 1765,
assigning the district of Ghazapore and the rest of the Zemindary
of Raja Bulwant Singh to the Company, the Cbmpany engaging
to put the Emperor in possession of Allahabad and #te rest
of the cowgtries belonging to the Nizamut of Shuja Dowla.
The arrangement gvas mefely the baleful policy, thinly dis-
guised, of Governor Spencer for making ever Oudh to the
powerful Rohilla Afghay who had been gppointed regent of
the Mogul throne, and for condugjing Shah Alam by aid of
a British force to Delhi. The eonvegsion of Oudh into a
kingdom of Rohilla chiefs would have peen fatal to the peace
and security of Bengal, and the forward march to Delhi WOuld
have inevitably led to war with the Afghans or Mahrattas.
Glive decided that a settlement which determined the respec-
tive claims and boundaries of all the monarchs concerned
in"the preceding wars should take the place of the unjust
and unworkable agreement made with Shah Alam alone.
He formed a plan worthy of a great statesmarr. He resolved
to restore Shuja DowPaeto the dominion of the Perritories
of Oudh.2 Oudh was to be a balrler state, supported by a

1 Malcolm, Vol. II p. 369. *
*Burke told the House of Lqgds :y “ With a gen&out{y tlist eastonished
all Asia, he reinstated this expelled enemy of his nation peaceably upon his
throne. And this act of politic generosity did more towards quieting the minds
of the people of Asia than all the terror, great as it was, of the English arms.”
—Burke’s Works, Vol. IX., p. 440,
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defensive alliance between the Company, the Subahdar of
Bengal, and the Nawab Vizier. The services of $he Com-
pany’s troops we‘r.e required by the ruler of Oudh. It was
stipulated that thed should be paid for their serviees. The
Emperor had granted the Company the rich Zemindary of
the Rajah of Benares. Bulwant Singh had taken our part
in the war, and “ Lord Clive, gefierous to all,” says Burke,
“stookgpeculiar care ¢ our friends and allies.” He proposed
to confirm Bulwant Singh, under the British guaranty, in the
rich pripcipality which hesheld. Thé fugitive Emperor was
to retain, his residence in Allahabad, and, in order that he
should enjoy a decent share of royal dignigy, tfo outlying
provinces of the Nawab Vizier ghould be allotted to him. As
to Bengal, the young Nawab had fallen, by his agreement,
from any real an:i effective'povver. Clive determined to com-
bine responsibility with power, and, in return for the generous
terms Te offered the Emperor, to obtain from him for the Com-
pany the Diwani or management ang collection of t#e revenues
of the three prowinces. .

Clive arrived at Allahabad on August 9, and he had the
same day frequent interviews with Shah Alam. The Emperor,
driven from place toeplaceq had entered our camp a fugitive .
ready to agree to any®term® but he now proceeded to make
many demands. ®* He requested that an arrear of thirty-two
lacs of rupees due to him, as he alleged, from the Nawab of
Bengal should be paid, but the Company could not be ex-
pected to discharge the debts of a government which had been’
the ally @f the Enfperor in a recent war against us. Mall
“writes : 0

“ The sum which had, under the English authority, been assigned
as the sharg dgie to him of the revenue of these provinces, was twenty-
six lacks of rupees in money, and jaghires or land to the annual amount
of five lacks and a half., The jaghires, it was now made known t8
him, he must henceforthfnounce. He expressed warmth, and even
r&sentmenieupon 1 ardness of thege arbitrary conditions; but
the necessities of the humbled monarch left him without mgans of
relief.” ?

1 Mill, Vol. IIL, p. 286,
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To have allowed the Mogul Emperor to retain jaghires in
- Bengal w‘ould have led to endless political complications.
Shah Al%m was most wise in promptly abceptlng the offer
of twenty-six lacs, £825,000, paid monthby; guaranteed by, the
Company, in lieu*of a tribute of twenty-six lacs, which for many
years he stated had mever reached. him, and five and a half
lacs derived from the rents of estates sitwated in the territory
of the Nawab. The treaty with the (Wmpany had promised
to put Shah Alam in possession of the wide kingdom of Oudh,
but the Emperor knew he cduld jeither govern it por keep '
_it, and he was pleased, in lieu of it, to be placed in possessron
“of two fextile outlying provinces of.the Nawab Vizier—Alla-
habad and Ko%ah, whose yearly revenue was reckoned at’
twenty-eight lacs. A British force was to be posted at
Allahabad for their protection. * The fugitive Emperor lost
no time in accepting these generous terms? At an audience
held on the 11th they were finally settled. “ We £ff®n pre-
sented tlg King,” Clive and Carnac wrote to the Select Com-
mittee, ““ with two arzies® (petitions), desiring he would grant
to Nujm-u-Dowlah the Nizamut of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa,
and to the Company, the Dewannee of .the same provinces ;
to both of which His Majesty pas signed his fiat, and: the
proper instruments for both areenow erawing out.”” !

On August 12, 1765, the Emperor ook hés seat on a throne
in Clive’s tent. It did not stand, like the famous throne
of his ancestors, on six massive feet of $olid old inlaid with )

» rubies, emeralds, and diamonds, but on an English dining-
table. The body was not of solid gold emblazoned with price-
less gems, but an arm-chair covered W1th some drapery The
Imperial firmaun, having been read and executed, was handed
to Clive by His Majesty. The follong is a translation of the
Magna Charta of the’@ompany : ° e )
%  “ Firmaun from the King Shah Aalum, granting the Dewannee

“of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, to the Com}ag\k Dated August 12th,
1765. ° - ——

“ At this happy time our royal Firmaun, indispensibly requiring
1 Malcolm, Vol. IIL, p. 127.
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»
obedience, is issued, That whereas in consideration of the attachment
and services of the high and mighty, the noblest of exalted nobles,
the chief of fllustrious warriors, our faithful servants agd sincere
well-wishers, worth$ of our royal favours, the English Company,

swe have gramfted therg the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orissa, from the beginning of the Fugsul Rubby of the
Bengal year 1172, as a free gift, and Ultumgau, without the asso-
ciation of any other person, and with an exemption from the payment
of the customs of the [gewannee, whicheused to be paid to the court ;
it is requisite that the gaid Cempany engage to be security for the
suem of {gventy-six lacks bf rupees a year, for our royal revenue, which
sum has been appointed from the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla Bahader,
and regularly remit the same &'o tBe royaleSircar ; and in this case,
as the sfd Company are obliged to keep up a large army for the
protection of the provinces of Bengal, &c. we have granted to them
whatsoever may remain out of the revenues of tje sa#l provinces,
after remitting the sum of twenty-six lacks of ees to the royal
Sircar, and providing for the expen@es of the Nizamut : it is requisite
that our royal descendents the Viziers, the bestowers of dignity,
the Omrahs high in rank, the great officers, the Muttaseddees of the
Dowannee, the man%gers of the business of the Sultanut, the Jagheer-
dars awsk Croories, as well the future as the present, using their
constant endeavours for the establishment of this our royalgcommand,
leave the said office in possession of thegsaid Company, ffom genera-
tion to generatioy, for ever and ever; looking upon them to be
insured from dismissien or removal, they must on no account what-
soever give them any interruption, and they must regard them,
as excused and exempted from the payhlent of all the customs
of the Dewannee, ande royalqdemands. Knowing our orders on
the subject to be most étricteand positive, let them not deviate
therefrom.

“ Written tfe ZZth of .Sophar of the 6th year of the Jaloos. (the
12th Ayg. 1765.%° 1

On August 16 a treaty between the Nawab Vizier, the.
Nawab of Bengal ang the Company was  signed, sealed, and
solemnly $worn, according to their respective faiths by the
contracting parties af Illahabad.” By Article 6, “In con-
sideration of the great expencesincurred by the English Com-
pany in carrging on the'late war His Highness agrees to pay
them (fifty) 50 lacs of rupees.” ¢ This indemnification wg
know is inadequate,” Piive wrote to the Court of Directors,
“®ut his 6 es would ng} afford more without oppress-
ing the country, and thereby laying the foundation of &uture

! Verelst, Appendix, p. 167.
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contention and trouble; and accordingly you will perceive
that no dgnoney is granted for any other consideration what-
ever.” By the follong Article, the Fort of Chunar was to, -
remain f the possession of the Company until the money was
paid. By the 5th, His Highness * engages in the most solemn
manner to continue Bdlwantsing in the Zemindarees of Benares, -
Ghazepore, and all those'districts he pbssessed at thetime
he came over to the late Nabob, Jaffi8r Ally Khan @nd -she
English, on condition of his paying the same revenue as here- .
tofore.” 1 By the 8rd, *“ His Higleness solemnly engages never
to entertain or receive Cossim Ally XKhan, the latq Subahdar
of BengalMc.qSombroo the assassin of the English, nor any
of the European deserters, wjthin his dominions, nor to give
the least countenance, support or protection to them: he
likewise solemnly engages to deliver up to the English, what-
ever Europeans may in future desert from them 1nto his
country.” > By the 10th, * As soon as this treaty is ‘executed,
the EngHsh Forces sha]l be withdrawn from the dominions
of His Highness? except such as may be aecessary for the
garrison of Chunar, or for the defence and protection of the
King in the city of IHahabad, if His Majesty should require
a force for that purpose.” ® The peaty was sealed and approved
by the Emperor. On August®19 ah agreement was made
between the Emperor and the Company®* relating to the
tribute to be paid to him from the revegues qf Bengal, Bahar _

and Orixa.” The Nawab, Najim-ud-Dowla, the first Article
states,

L]
*“ agrees to pay to his Majesty out of the revenues of Béngal, Bahar,
and Orixa, the sum of 26 lacs of rupees a year, without any deduction .
for Batta on bills of exchange, by regular:monthly payments, amount-
ing to rupees 216,666—-10-9 per amum, the first payment to commence
from the 1st September of the present yeat ; and the Epglish Company, »
in consideration of.his Majesty’s having been graciously pleased to-
% grant them the Dewannee of Bengal, &¢, do engage themselves to
be security for the regular payment of IN‘?’ . . . but in case the
territories of the aforesaid Nabgb should be™R .ade-d—-hg. any for&gn
enemy, a deduction is then to be made out of the stipulated revenues,
proportionable to the damage that may be sustained.” ¢
1 Broome, Appendix X. 2 Thid. 8 Ibid. e ¢ Ibid.
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By a second Article, Shah Alam bound himself to pay
annually two'lacs of rupees to Nudjuf Khan, a poWerfu.l Bundel-
kund chief, in donsideration of having joined the English
®*forces, and acted in #is Majesty’s service in the late war. By
subsequent firmauns the Emperor confirm®d to the Com-
pany their other possessions in Bengal, and the grant of Clive’s
jaghire to them was @lso confirmeds He ratified all the grants
which the Company Jad obtained from the Nawab of Arcot,
and he granted to them the Northern Sircars, which Clive and
Forde had wrested from tfe Prench. o

Chve, actmg with promptitude and address, negotiated
and settled in a week two treaties which com oseg the differ-
ences between three great powers. He olé,‘ined from the
Emperor for the Company thé office of Diwan.  This is,”
says Burke, ““ the great act of the constitutional entrance of
the Company int® the body politic of India. It gave to the
settler®nt of Bengal a fixed constitutional form, with a legal
title, acknowledged- and recognized now for thedfirst time
by all the natural powers of the %ountrye because it arose
from the charter of the undoubted sovereign.””’! On August 20
Clive and Carnac forwarded to the Sglect Committee transla-
tions of the treaty bgtweenﬁhe Nawab Vizier, the Nawab of
Bengal and the Compagy, all also of the firmaun. Regarding
the treaty th.ey vrote

““ Ite gives Us reals concern to acquaint You that Sujah Dowla
expressed the greatest reluctance at consenting to the 8™ Article.
He frankly confessed that our encroachments in Bengal with regard®
to Trade and the gpeat abuses and exactions committed by the
Company’s®ervants & others countenanc’d by them made him appre-
hensive of the Consequences in his own Dominions, and that he
dreaded much our having Factories &c* would, if any thing could,
cause a Rupture®betwixt Us, in short the Nabob expressed so much
uneasinesseahput the word Factories, paticularly, that at last We
agreed to leave it out, as You will observe in the Treaty, and indeed
‘We cannot help thinking from the appearance of things at presenf,

o ! Burke, Vol. IX,, . Mill writes: “ The phirmaun of the dewannee,
which mark¥ one o1 tile most conspicuoes efs in the history of the Company,
constituting them masters of so great an empire, in name and respouwsibility,
as well as in power, was dated the 12th day of August, 1765.”— History of
British India,” Vol..I1lL, p. 286.

T L J
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that We had better withdraw the Factory of Benares altogether
when Bulwund Sing’s Engagement fo the Company expires.”” 1
.0

Soon after the dispatch of this letter Chve left Allahabad. e
On his frrival aj Calcutta he determmed to reorganise the
Bengal Army according to the scheme, slightly altered and
improved, which he had planned in England On August 5,
when he was at Benares on his way t ’Allahabad, an order
was issued telling off the Bengal Army into three separate
‘brigades of similar stre.ngth apd composition. Each brigade
consisted of one company of artill&y or one companyeof guns,
as they were then called, one regiment of Europeansinfantry,?
one rissalah“cf gutive cavalry, and seven battalions of sepoys.
The troop of European cavalgy, which was too small to be
divided among three brigades, was disbanded, and the men
transferred to the infantry and artillery. 4A small number
were, however, retained as a body-guard for the Gayernor.
The artillery was formed into four companies, one to each
brigade ; the other statioged at Fort William. John Carnac,
Esq., Brigadier-Géneral of the King’s and (®mpany’s forces,
Colonel of the First Regiment of Infantry, commanded the
1st Brigade; Richard Smith, Esq., Colonel in His Britannic
Majesty’s forces,. and Colonel the *Second Regiment of:
Infantry in the Honourable Company’s service on the Bengal
establishment, commanded the 2nd® Brigade,® and Colonel
Sir Robert Barker the 8rd. General Caraac’sepresence, both
Aas Commander-in- Chief and member of the Select Committee,
be1ng constantly required at Fort Wllham, Lieutenant-Colonel
Str Robert Fletcher, who commanded the. regimen®, was also
placed in command of the brigade. *The 1st Brigade was’
stationed at Monghyr, furnishing the requisite details for
the Presidency and I\ershidabad -the 2nd Prigade was
,statloned at Allahabad; and the 3rd Brigade at Patna,

w1th Headquarters at Bankipore, thq®western suburb of the
CIt}' ° \VQ' o
. .

1 Powgis MSS.
2 The Bengal European Regiment was now divided into three distinct regi-
ments or battalions. .
[ 3
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Clive developed, trained, and tempered the army which
he organised: He had learnt from his victories that disci-
pline is the great %ecret of all ascendancy in war.’ *Military
discipline can’only bescultivated by efficient regimentalgofficers.
He introduced into one brigade more field officers than there
were in the whole force a few months befere.! But the majority
were young men fresh from England, who had but little pro-
fesgional training, a‘nd’aad dot learnt to render implicit obedi-
ence. The senior officers in the Native battalions had learnt
the deta,ils of the profession.in the camp, and the wider prin-
ciples of combined effort in the field of battle. But European
officers of the Native army came into contact ,witppa variety
of races and creeds, and Clive impressed on th®h the necessity
of studying their different tempefaments and prejudices. Rigid
discipline must be maintained, but it must be combined with
friendliness and sfmpathy. In order that the British officer
should ®hderstand the temper of the sepoys, he laid stress on
his acquiring a knowledge of their language, and thatyhe should
throw all his faculties into his reginflent, and glory in it, and
prosper in it. He msisted on every officer on the list being
effective. All officers on other than rggimental employ were
immediately struck off the ri)il of the corps.

Clive had the gift of diMcerning merit, and the courage
to promote merit over the head of rank. In a letter, written
after ‘he left Allahabad, to Colonel Smith, he thus expressed
his views : o

“ There is one step to be taken with Regard to the Seapoys,®
which I think will bring them to the greatest Perfection Seapoys can
be brought €0, viz, the Officers commanding the Seapoys to run ih
that Gorps only, by whigh Means all the Officers will understand the
Language, without which it is impossible to bring the Seapoys to
that Pitch of Discipline, which will make them truly formidable,
neither will it e any Injustice to the Officers of the Regiments, since

the Number of Officers in the Seapoys will be nearly equal to ’em
in the European Infantry. When the Captains of Seapoys are o#

Rank sufficient to claim g&lajority they will undoubtedly be intitked
to®it if desemsd

“If You sh? see the General c‘onsu.It together, & give mg your

Sentiments on this Matter.”” 2
1 Caraccioli, Vol. IIL, p. 489, ? Powis MSS.
[ J
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The day after, Clive wrote as follows to his .wife:

0 THE GANGES NEAR BANARAsS
24% Augt 1765.

I hawe receiv’d many Letters from the ®earest of Wifes & best
of Parents who is €eldom out of my thoughts one day together not-
withstanding the great & Tmportant Concerns of the Company which
take up the whole of my' time, indeed I'am very much alter’d of late
for I am always at the Pen tor can I avoid®it consistent with my
Duty to my Employers. * $ .

It must afford You a particular. Pleasure to hear that®I enjoy
my Health better than in England and that Action as formerly
agrees better with me thdn Indolence & Laziness. I haveybeen 700
Miles up the Country in the Midil of the rainy Season, his Majesty
the Great Nogul & the Prime Vizier & Myself have been® very great
together Mat®swgnre settled to the mutual Satisfaction of all Parties,
by a firm & I hope lasting Peacg, so that Tranquility is once more
restored to these much ravaged & desolated Provinces it would amaze
you (as Harry expresses himself) to hear what Diamonds Rubies
& Gold Mohurs have been offer’d to Lady Clive ecause she has not
sign’d Covenants however I have refused anything & have supported
my Dignity & kept up my Integrity in the midil of ten Thousand
Temptatidys this will not however prevent my sending my Wife
some Valuable Presents whichk I cannot avoid receiving being Nagarane
& presented in a pu'blic Manner, it will indeed restowith the Directors
whether I shall pay for them as I am determined to receive nothing
not even of the most triffing Nature withou{ giving them the par-
ticulars. . ’

Poor Hern is dead owing I fearflo his bverfatiguing himself in
the Management of my Affairs, he Will be*a very great Loss to me, -
Mure, the DT M: Strachey, Philpot, Willigm & Isick are all with me
but Philpot descending the River at a great Rate towards Calcutta,
that there may be no time lost in dispatching thee Admirale Stevens
who will carry home to the Company the most Important advices
*they ever receiv’d & If what I have already done & propose to do
doth not convince the Proprietors of the Diginterestedness as well
as Integrity of my Principles & of my Resolution to exert fay Abilities
-to the utmost in Defence of their Property which has been very much
sported with of late by Men of as bad Hearts as Heads, I shall disdain
in future throwing away one thought more on so unfrateful a Society.

I am as happy as a Man at such a Distance frome his Wife and
Family can well be, I have the Testimony of a good Conscience to
Support me in the most arduous Task thafeever was undertaken, no
lesh than a total Reformation in every Brahef of the Civil & Military
Departments never was such g Scepe of Anarchy fen, Briber¥,
Corrupjion & Extortion seen or heard of as has been exhibited in the
Bengal Dominions for this Year past especialy, however I have made
a great Progress towards domolishing these great & grgwing Evils



s'he Consolidation of Empire 293

in which I have been admirably supported by an Unanimous & public
Spirited Committee, indeed I suffer no Anxiety of Mind but what
arises on my Wife’s¢ Account & from the Reflection of whaé she must
suffer from sg long & cruel a Separation, however I am persuaded
your good Sense will shiggest to You our Separation was unevoidable,
& that the Duty you ow’d to a growing & encfeasing Family was
much superior to that of at‘tending your Husband, rest satisfied in
the reflection of whatever is, is right & there is the greatest probability
we shall mecel again tho’ not so soon hs I expected when we parted
frpm one another in erkele’y Square, the Length of our Passage
will not admit of my resigning the Government untill I have an
Answer to my Dispatches by thise Ship which cannot well be before
July or Aug® 1766, I have infrmed the Ditectors that No Considera-
tion on Earth shall induce me to stay beyond that Year, and as we
shall come most of the Way by Land we must arrive in England some
time in April 1767. I shall be accompanied by Gdgarnac & all
the Family who came out with mg, the General is in perfect Health
& the Friendship subsisting between us renew’d & greater than ever,
he is worth 50,0001 & will with the Consent of the Gov. & Councel
be worth 80,000 the King I am informed being determined to desire
leave gf the Gov. & Councel for that Purpose, indeed his Majesty
would be the most ungrateful King upon Earth if he did not, for
never King receiv’d such essential Services, & such Marlgf of Respect
& Devotion as have been paid him by €arnac. .

I am sorry p&r S. James hath been disappointed of the 2000L
I intended him I have executed the Bond sent me by M* Harry Clive
& enclose it to You that You may presegt it with your own Hands
& receive that Pleasure which you always enjoy upon doing a good
and generous Action. °

I am glad that Wallot is agreable to You & that it is made
habitable & cqnvemient, bshall order my Attorneys to spare.no Cost
or Pains to render it what I would wish it to be against the time of
my Artival, with Regard to Berkeley Square the Chairs, Couches
&c. were all worn out when I left it, I would have the Grand Flight
of Rooms furnished in the richest & most elegant Manner, a Mail
of great Taste & Judgment should be consulted & if any additional
Rooms cal be built wifhout spoiling or Darkning the others you
have my consent for ercting them, I do empower You to make the
House at Berkelgy Square as fine & convenient as You please imme-
diately what can I say more. T must leave off for the present &
continue this Epistle upon my Arrival at Calcutta.?

. 1 powis MSS. ¢
P
- -
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1765—7- GOVERNOR, OF BENGAL

Cuive had a triumphant return to Calcutta on September 6,
1765.! Many weighty and dlf@cult questions cqnfronted
him, but he was as active and indefatigable in peace as he
was in w The Diwani was the first intricate problem.
The Diwan waS-the Finance Minister, and his duties involved
not only the collecting of the®revenue, but also, as has been
said, a power of extenswe jurisdiction in all c1v11 and financial
cases.

When the Diwani passed into the hands of the COmpany
the civil Sdministration, owing to the violence of Meer Cossim
and the weaknesseof Meer Jaffier, had fallen i"gto darkness and
confusion. There was an uncontrolled ‘exercise of power
throughout every depagtment in the State.  Inferior officers
employed in the collections werg pergnitted to establish a
thousand modes of taxation. es were levied at pléasure
without regard to justice, and, while each felt ip his turn the
iron rod of oppression, he redoubled these ex’cortlons on all
beneath him.” 2 A -want of knowledge, or even of the means
*of obtaining information, rendered the correction of these
apuses almost impossible. Besides lack sof knowledge, there
were many other sound reasons which cpncurred to make any
direct interposition in the civil admlmstratlon at this time
‘highly impolitic. There were ‘not sufficient ‘efficient instru-
ments to destroy the ®on-handed extortion and dnrelenting
$yranny of the Mohammedan officials agd to administer directly
vast and complicated systems of land tenures. The majorify
of the officials were factofs and writers tramied in mercantile

1Nt September 7, as often stated. He wrote to the Emperor on Septem-
ber 7: ‘“ Arrived safely at Calcutta on the 6th of this month.”
2 Verelst, ““ Government in Bengal.” -

204 ° ’
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habits, careful keepers of their accounts, who regarded a newly
acquired country merely as a fresh field for financial exploita-
tion. They had o knowledge of the peasantry and 8 adminis-
trative training. e

In the provinces ceded by Meer Cossim *the revenues had
been subject to the direet administration of Europeans, but
the experiment had not proved a success. Clive was com-
pelled to trust to nattiie ageficy. But he appointed the Resident
at Murshidabad to He also Supervisor of Collections under the
inspectign and control of ghe Nelect €ommittee.

’ Governor of Bengal 295

“ In canjunction with Mahomed Reza Cawn, he superintends the
whole collections, receives the monthly payments frpmi?e Zemindars,
disburses the stated revenues appropriated to ing and the
Nabob, enquires into the causessof deficiencies, redresses injuries
sustained or committed by the officers of the revenue and transmits
the accounts of his office, the invoices of treasure, and the monthly
account of the tre&sury, with every other occurrence of importance
to theedresident and Select Committee.” ?

The collections of the province gf Behar were p?a',ced under
the immediate glirection of the Chief at ®Patna, who acted
jointly with the Governor of the province, and as a sub-
ordinate to the Resident at the Courte By the bestowal of the
Diwani the Company hady a legitimate authority over the
revenue administratiof, but the Nawab of Bengal, as Nazim
or Viceroy of tife Emperor, had, by the constitution of the
later Mogul Hmpige, the military command, and superin-
tended the administration of law, justice, and police. The
English had, by their treaty with the Nawab, taken over the
military defence of the country, but to take over the law
courts and justice would be the entire destruction of the
Nawab’s authqrity and Native government.

Clive copsidered it prudent to a.v01d as much as possible
all appearance of dominion, for it Wwas bound to arouse the
jealousy of the Native powers and the other European settle-
ments. By thg Tredty of Paris the French were about to
have restored to them Chanaernagore and other places in

.
1To the Honourable the Court of Directors; Fort Wﬂham, January 24th,
1767.—Verelst, Appendix, p. 41. )
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. . .
Bengal, and Holland, at Chinsufa, was a power to be ¢on-
sideted. In a letter drafted by Clive to the Secret Committee,
after inf8rming the Court that the utility® and necessity of .
the grang of the Diwani became every day moré evident, he
states : .

“ All cause of contention with the government is now removed ;
security to the property, fregdom to the trade, and protection to
the persons of the native inhabitants are insured. Funds for the
provision of your investments, for the main\gnance of youxotrooﬁs,
and for the necessities of war, are estabhshed Influence to command
respect is acquired ; and ewe may, in ﬁ)ur present mrcumstgnces, be
regarded as the spring which, concedled under the shadow of the
Nabob’s name, secretly gives motion to this vast machine®of govern-
ment, witho%ring violence to the original constitution. The
increase of our 6w, and diminution of his power, are effected without
encroachment on his prerogative® The Nabob holds in his hands,
as he always did, the whole civil administration, the distribution of
justice, the dlsposal of offices, and all those sovgreign rlghts which
constitute the essence of his dignity, and form the most convenient

barrier between us and the jealousy of the other Europeal™ settle-
ments.”” (¥

Clive was detgrmined %that the Company should be the
mainspring of the Government, but he was not guilty of the
folly, too often committgd, of attempting.to attain his object
by clogging the wheels of the Native ,administration. The
great business of his policy was & make that administration
as efficient as possible. His first mode of accomplishing it was
bold, wise, and novel. The three Natives who held the hlghest
offices in the State were dependent ¢ for the maintenante and
support of their dignity on certain emoluments and perquisites
which have always, by the custom of - the country, been annexed
“fo their country and stations.”” In the place of these emolu-
ments and perquisites the Secret Committee assigned stated
salaries to the Ministers. The Secret Commlttee, or Clive
through the Secret Committee, when informing tRe Company
of the step they had taken, say :

L

* By suffering the principal officers of the'government to depeng, .

for the support of their dignity onsthe precanous'fﬂ'nd of perquisites,

we in a granner oblige them to pursue oppressive and corrupt measures,
1 Verelst, Appendix, pp. 40-1.
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[ *
equally injurious to the country and to the Company. We are like-
wise of opinion, that it is more becoming the dignity of your govern-
ment, more consistgut with your true interest, and morescenformable

o to the plan we have adopted of conciliating to us the minds of the
natives, that a stop sifould, in future, be put to the necessiby of those
exactions, which, though customary, must nevettheless be grievous
to the people ; and we have therefore, upon due consideration of the
necessary expences consequent on their rank, station, and offices,
assigned twelve lack® of rupees a Year for the maintenance and
sypport of Mahommed Rez4 Cawn, Roy Dullub, and Shetabroy,
who h&ld in their haflds the most important employments of the
government.” * .

. L
They added :

“ We have only to observe farther upon this subject, jhrat great and
enormous as the sum must appear which we hav® allotted for the
support of the ministers of the gevernment, we will not hesitate to
pronounce that it is necessary and reasonable, and will appear so
on consideration of the power which men employed on those im-
portant services hdve either to obstruct or promote the public good,
unless «dheir infegrity be confirmed by the ties of gratitude and

interest.” 2
‘l

Clive not only introduced the ptinciple of allowing liberal
salaries to the Nattve Ministers, but he also introduced a plan
for granting out of.the revenues of the State liberal salaries
to the heads of respqusible offices and senior servants of the
Company. A source of revhue inherited from the Company’s
predecessors wasethe tax on salt. Under the Mohammedan
Government an ad valorem duty of 5 per cent. payable by
Gentods, and 2.-1,— pet cent. payable by Mussulmans, was levied

- at Hugli on the wholesale price of salt transported into the
interior of the couatry. It was also, under Moslem sway,
a monopon in the hgands of some person or persons who paid
large sums of money to the Nawab or his Ministers for farming
the trade. WHhen Clive retook*Calcutta and the 24 Pergunnahs
became the®property of the Compamy, a transit duty was
levied on all boats cgnveying salt from the manufacturing
districts, and a tax was also imposed on all salt manufactitred
within the Conipany’s territory. e

The story has been told how the abuse of the priva®#e trade

& Verelst, Appendix, pp. 42-3. 2 Ibid., p. 43.
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led to the war with Meer Cossim. When the Court Director
learnt what was taking place in Bengal, and came to the
conclusion that the mlsunderstandlngs and dlfﬁcultles with
Meer Copsim were due to  the unwarraftable and hcentlous
manner > of carrying on the private trade, they sent positive
orders in a dispatch dated February 8, 1764 :

“ That from the receipt of’this letter; a final and effectual end be
forthwith put to the inland trade in salt, Beetle nut, tobagco, and
in all other articles whatsoever, produced and c§psumed in the country ;
and that all European andjother Agents, or Gomastahs, who have been
concerned in such trade, be immediaCely ordered down toeCalcutta,

and not suffered to return, or be replaced as such, by,any other
persons.’” !

The Directors did not prohibit the duty levied on the manu-
facture of salt, which increased their revenue by about £50,000
a year, but they prohibited their own servants or any Euro-
peans having any connection with the inland trade, After
these ordegrs were sent, a copy of the treaty entered into with
Meer Jaffid upon his re-egtablishment in the Nawabship was
received by the €ourt. In this treaty it gvas agreed that
the privilege of free trade granted to all merchants by Meer
Cossim for the space of two years should be revoked and
the duties collected as before. Byt theEnglish were to carry
on their trade free from all dufies, taxes, and impositions
in all parts of the country, excepting the 8rtiole of salt, on
which a duty of 2} per cent. should be Jevied on the, Hugli
market price.

Clive objected strongly to these iniquitous terms. In the
letter which he wrote to the Court on April 27, 1764, accepting
the office of Governor of Bengal for a second term, he said:

‘“The trade, therefore, of salt, beetle and tobacco having been
one of the causes of the present disputes, I hope these articles will
be restored to the Nabob®and your servants forbidden Yo trade in

them.” 1In the same letter he stated: ‘“ The odium of seeing such
maquopolies in the hands of foreigners need'qot be insisted on.”

The Proprietors were, however, unwﬂhng that the Com—
pany’sSservants, a large number of whom were sons or relatives,
1 Calcutta Review, Vol. VIL, p. 530.
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should be deprived of the privilege of augmenting their slender
incomes by’ trade or the opportunity of making, g fortune.
At a General Court held on May 18, 1764, a resolution was
passed .

““ That it be recommended to the Court of Directors to re-consider
the orders sent to Bengal velative to the trade of the Company’s
servants in the articles of salt, betel npt and tobacco ; and that they
do give such directions for 'regulating the same, agreeable to the
ifteresg of the Compghy and Subah, as to them may appear most
prudent, either by sejfling here at home the restrictions under which
this trade ought to be carried on. or by geferring it to the Governor
and Couhcil of Fort William % regulate this important point in such
a mannersas may prevent all future disputes betwixt the Subah and

the Company.” ! . g

In consequence of this resplution, the Directors sent out
a General Letter dated June 1, 1764, which, while professing
to modify their eprevious instructions, left their abolition to
an indefinite time. They expressed their conviction that the
existing terms on which the English carried on Jhe private
inland trade were very injurious &o the Nawab and to the
Natives. ..

‘“ The orders therefore,” they wrote, “in our said letter of the
8th February are to remain in force, untll'a more equitable and satis-
factory plan can be fommed a‘wadopted which it is impossible for
us Lo frame here, destitwte as®we are of the informations and lights
necessary to gllide.us in such an important affair.”” ?

They dirested that the Nawab should be consulted as to
the manner of carrying on the inland trade, * which may be
most to his satisfaction and advantage, the interest of the
Companys and likéwise of the Company’s servants.” They
added : i

“ You are therefore to form a preper and equitable plan for carrying
on the said t.rade, and transmit the same to us, accompanied by such
explanations, observations, and remarks? as may enable us to give
our sentiments and directions thereupon, in a full and explicit manner.”

® The ship which bore Clive also carried the dispatch. Aware
of the resolution of the General Court and probably of the

1¢ Clive ” : Arbutbnot, Appendix, pp. 241-2.
2 Calculta Review, Vol. V1L, p. 531.
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orders contained in the General Letter, Clive, during the voyage,
came to the conclusion that by the operation of official arrange-
ment the existing system of private trade, with all its oppressions,
and abuwses, might be abolished, and a'system. perpetuated

" which would ben&fit the Company, 1ts servants, and the native
merchants. *

When Clive arrived at *Calcutta, he f8und that the orders
of the Directors regarding the abi(}litio of the privatg trade
had been completely ignored. He saw mcessity for attempt-
ing a new and compldte reformgtion, but so compglex and
invidious a work required careful inquiry and handling. The
stringent cexgnants, prohibiting the receipt of presents, which
he had compelled the officials to sign, deprived them of one
mode of increasing their inad?:quate, salaries, and the imme-
diate prohibition of the privilege of carryiglg on the inland
trade before an equitable plan was framed would deprlve them
of the otger resource. '

“It Wasa not expedient, however, fto draw the reins too tight.
It was not expedierft that the Company’s servant5 should pass from
affluence to beggary. It was necessary that some emoluments should
accrue to the servants in general, and more espec1a11y to those in
superior stations, who wefe to assist in carrymg on the measures of
government. The salary of a councjllor ise I think, scarcely three
hundred pounds per annum: and it’is well known that he cannot
live in that country for less than three thousand pounds The same
proportion holds among the other servants.” 1

It was necessary that some emoluments should aclrue to
&éhe servants in general, but, also, some provision should be
made for Strachey, Ingham, and Maskelyne, whom he had
taken out on his staff. ¢ These gentlemen I certainly meant
to serve,”’ he told the House of Commons, ‘“ but I meant to
serve them in a way that should be honourabl€ for themselves
and honourable for mes and that should at the $ante time be
consistent with the interest of the Company. > Not for his
individual profit, but for their benefit, he entered soon after he
landed into a trading partwrership with Messrs Sumner, Sykes

and Verelst. Mill describes the transaction as ‘‘ suspicious,”
14 Clive ” : Arbuthnot, Appendix, pp. 246-7.

’
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and denounces the defence that it was done to remunerate
Clive’s staff,'in his most bitter and unfair manner. He writes:
“If a proceeding®is in its own nature shameful, there is but
little saved ‘when the emolument is only made to g into the
pocket of a connexion.”” Maskelyne alone was his connection,
and he acted as aide-decamp to theePresident’s household.
The emoluments were given foreservice rendered to Clive
as Governor. There wasfnothing shameful or suspicious in
the nature of the fransaction, though it might be regarded
as impglitic and injudicious.. Clive sthus communicated his
views to the House of Commons :

“ 1 stood in a particular point of view; mprion was nice
and critical ; the eyes of the whole settlement were upon me. It
was difficult for me to take any st®ps with regard to those gentlemen
without being condemned. They had executed no covenants; I
might have sufferqd them to receive presents to any amount: the
world would then have said that I carried them out with me in order
to evade my own convenants, and to receive presents for me, as well
as for themselves. I might have granted them the priv%e of trade,
the advantage of which, under my favour and credit, might have
been to any amagnt. The objection to this also was obvious: it
would have been said that my own interest was at the bottom ; that
they traded under my influence ; and that the extent of their con-
cerns interfered with persons who had a better right. It was there-
fore determined that they shquld not benefit themselves a farthing
but by what they shoul® receive from my hands.

“ My share, as «Governor, in the salt society, and also the manner
in which it was disposed of, were publicly known both here and abroad
before any return toeEngland ; and yet this latter has of late been
considered as something clandestine. But I think I can prove to
the satisfaction of this House that it was known to everybody.” °*

L]

During the time Jhat Clive was up the country settli.ng
the treaty with the Nawab and obtaining the grant of the
Diwani, Mr. Simner was empldyed in ascertaining the medium
price of %alt throughout the country for twenty years past.
On August 8 Sumner, wrote to Clive from Chandernagorg,
“ When I return toe Calcutta your plan about the Inland
Trade shall be presented without less of time.” At a meeting
of the Select Committee held on August 10, Messrs. Sumner
and Verelst being the only two members present, the plan
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of the inland trade was drawn up. When Clive returned to
Calcutta, another meeting was held on Septembeér 18, 1765,
at which 8If the details of the scheme were settled. The trade
in salt, ketel nut and tobacco was to be eonductéd solely by
a society in whiclt all the Company’s servants except writers,
and also all officers except those below the rank of majors and
chaplains and surgeons, were to have shares according to their
respective rank. The capital for darryi n the trade was
to be furnished by the holders of shares 1nr§1e1r due proportlon
The affairs of the societyswere t0 be_conducted by a Committee
of Trade, who were to ascertain the amount of capital '
required. The sa.lt was to be furnished to them by contractors,
and was to be 30ld at various important centre stations by
agents, generally Europeans, appointed by the Committee of
Trade, the purchasers from whom would carry and sell it over
the country. The selling price at the remdte stations was
fixed at rates 12 or 15 per cent. below the average rate of the
twenty yedes preceding. *‘ Hence it was not probable,” said
Clive, “ that any grievande should fall upon the poor, and
the plan was settled for one year only, that we might have
an early opportunity . gf completing afterwards what was
originally intended as an experiment.” A duty of 85 per cent.
was established for the Companya whe, by the treaty with
the Nawab, were in his place. It was calaulated that this
would yield the Company £120,000 per annum. Out of the
profit, that of a colonel and Members of Cotncil Wwould afnount
to £7,000 per annum. As these proprietors had only two
shgres, the Governor’s five shares would gield an income of
£17,500. These were certainly large syms, but small com-
. pared with the profits made by inland trade, and also small
compared with the salaries assighed to the Native Ministers at
the Court of the Nawab.® : e

« The pecuniary success of the experjment at the close of
the® first year was great, but Clive disceyered serious defectos
in the plan. ° .

“ I{®as really a monopoly,” he said. ‘ The trade was taken
out of the hands of some of the merchants. The proportion of the
L]
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Company’s servants was too large, the duty to the Company was
too small. The agents appointed to sell the salt had made an im-
proper use of their power; they had not strictly kept ¢ip to their
econtract, which was that they should receive five per cent. upon
the sale of salt’as a recempense for their trouble, and that they should
not enter into any trade for themselves, under a very severe penalty.”

Clive therefore prepared a plan for next year, “ which I
think destroyed every idea of mlonopoly.” This may be
questioned, but the ngw plain was certainly a material improve-
ment. The followir? is his own accou:nt of the second plan:

“ The® society, instead of Bmploying agents up the country to
dispose of the salt, were to sell it at Calcutta, and at the places where
it was made, to the black merchants only, who {v each limited
to a certain quantity of purchase, and tied down to a price for sale
at every market town. The duty tethe Company was now established
at fifty per cent, which would produce £160,000 per annum ; the
black merchants wgre to have the liberty of transporting the salt
all over the country, free from every taxation or obstruction; and
the strictest orders were issued that no Englishmen, or their agents,
should directly or indirectly have any further concern gwit.”

In ¢ Consider@ti.ons on Indian :&ffairs,”’published at the
time by Mr. Bolts, which contains clever misrepresenta.tions
on almost every page, there is given®a copy of a bond, by
which it appears that Clive sold his concern in salt for
£32,000. The following is the explanation given by Clive to
the House of.Cothmons:

“ 1 do acknowledge there is such a bond, but the sum actually
received by me on that account amounted only to about £10,800.
The fact was this: I could not think of suffering the three before-*
mentioned gentlemen ;,who had accompanied me to India to return
to Englands without realising something on their account; I sald
so to my friends in Bengal. The salt concern was of a very extensive,
tedious nature, and the accounts might not be made up in some years.
Could I, in honolr, leave those gentlemen in a situation which made
it doubtfulgwhgn they should receive anythjng, and to what amount ?
I told them I would not: I told them I would get rid of this salt
concern at once, that thgy might be secure of the money amongs}
them. I therefore dispesed of my whole concern in -salt, even my
stare for the second year, which was just commenced, for the sum
mentioned in the bond. But when the mode of a commission of
one and one-eighth per cent. on the revenues were settled for the
Governor in lieu of every other emolument, I then relinquished my

[ ]
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share in salt for that yeér (the second year) in which I was to receive
the c'ovmmission, and had paid back about £20,000 of the £32,000.”
oo
Clive had a strict account of every six'pence. he received

or disbutsed from the day of his leaving *England to the day
of his return. It was taken from his books which were kept
all the time by Mr. Verelst, and was communicated to the
Company, and afterwards 14id before Parlidment. The account
shows clearly that Clive, instead'of agding to his fortume
during bhis last administrationesof Bengall) was a loser to the
extent of £5,816. On'Septembep 30, 1765, Clive wrote as

follows : .

“ That y¥==xlqy assert with confidence the justice of my cause,
T do declare, by the God who made me, it is my absolute determination
to refuse every present of conse§uence, and that I will not return
to England with one rupee more than what arises from my Jagir.
My profits arising from salt shall be divided ggnong those friends
who have endangered their lives and constitutions in attending me, -
The congratulatory nazzars, etc., shall be set opposite to my extra-
ordinary Swpenses; and if aught remains, it shall go to Poplar or
some other hospitalo.” °

Clive was most exact in the keeping of 8is accounts, for,
though profusion was g natural element ,in his character, he.
would not permit the wasteful expendityre of an ill-regulated
establishment. He knew the imfortagce of pomp and show
in the government of Orientals, and, as Goyernor of Bengal,
he assumed considerable dignity and splendour.' The follow-
ing is a contemporary account of his private fife: ¢

. “The very furniture of Government House, the tapestries and
carpets, the magnificent plate, the splendid eghipages, wgre the envy
of the settlement, and his frequent sumptuous costly entertainments
their delight. His hospitality was ample, but in his private life his
mode of living was not more lavish than what wae customary in a
wealthy and luxurious community. Dinner, according to the custom
of the time, was served at® p.m., and a few select frien8s 8f his Select

ommittee, or some other senior servants of the Company, dined

with him. His table was served with deﬁ.cacy and profusion, and

all the most exquisite wines of Europe werer at the discretion of Bis

guests. If he were in good h%motr, he would encourage a free circu-

lation ®f the bottle, and by intervals stimulate mirth and jollity ;

but he soon relapsed into his natural pensive mood, and was affer
>
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silent for a considerable time. His conversation was not lively, but
rational and selid. As he seldom drank freely enough to be seen with-
out disguise, he was impenetrable, except to a few confidagie to whom
he entrusted the execution of his schemes and designs. It was not
often that his guests® were allowed a greater latitude ofefreedom,
as he was always stately and commonly reserved. After dinner he
took sometimes a little repose, as it is custon}ary in this torrid region.”’

At the approacl of sunset and its attendant sea breeze,
hg went with a few compgnions to some gardens which were
then a"favourite resgft of the World of fashion. They returned
by starlight to a sumptuous supper, and, after it, Clive played

“in a select company ” at cards, of which he was fond. But

““ these fashionable amusements,” says a contenyrary, gave
him no real pleasure or satisfaction.” Clive“was a soldier,
and he was always happy when he exchanged the luxury
of Government House for the simpler habits of a camp life.
Government Howse was no home to him, separated from his
family and the devoted wife to whose constant care he owed
much of the happiness of his clouded life. On Sépfember 25
Clive wrote to Iais cousin as follow’ : .

“ T am glad you have put a stop to Styche expenses : they became
enormous, and it will.be time enough to go on with them upon my
arrival in England ; but I approve greatly of your repairing Walcot,
and making it fit for Pady Clive’s reception. The only concern I
feel arises from a convictfon of what she must suffer from so long an
absence.” * 'y .

'i‘he followsng day he wrote thus to his father:

‘ Although I enjoy better health than in England, India is by,
no means agreeable to me, separated as I am from my wife, children,
and dearegt relation®. The length of our passage will make my
absence one year more than I intended, but this you may be assured
of, that nothing shall detain me in Bengal beyond the beginning of
December, 1766% and I hope to see you all in good health and spirits
some time in April, 1767.

¢ T have been seven hundred miles up the country, and have been
very conversant with his Majesty, the Great Mogul He has made
me one of the first omra];%, or nobles, of his empire. I have conclu‘le
apeace for the Company, which I hope will last, and obtained from
the King a grant of a revenue 0f*2,080,000£ sterling per annum for
them for ever; and, what is more, I have put them on asway of

1 Gleig, p. 207,

v L J
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securing this immense revenue, in such a manner that it is almost
impossible to deprive the Company of it, at least for some years to
come. 00

“ With regard to myself, I have not benefifed or added to my
fortune ome farthing, nor shall I; though I might, by this time, have
received 500,000£ séerling. What trifling emoluments I cannot avoid
receiving shall be bestowed on Maskelyne, Ingham, and Strachey,
as a reward for their services and constant attention upon my person.
I am much obliged to the Dector for his care of my health: he is
worth about 2000£ already. This ship, sent express, will bring the
Company the most important news they évemreceived ; andpif th&y
are not satisfied with mine and thg Committeys conduct, I will pro-
nounce there is not one grain of hoyour or integrity remaining in
England. Thereformation I am makihg, in both the civil and military .
branches, will render the acquisition of fortunes not so*sudden or
certain as fowwgldy. This, added to the shortness of my stay in
India, induces me to think Captain Semphil had better stay in England,
where we may serve him by our ifterest at home. Remember me in
the most affectionate manner to my mother. She has acted a great..
part in life. The uniformity of her conduct with rggard to her children
must, at the same time it affords her the most pleasing reflections,
influence them to entertain the highest respect and veneration for so
-deserving agparent. I will most certainly write {o her, and to my
brothers and sisters‘ who haye my most affectionate wishes.”

.0 .
On September 29, 1765, he wrote to his wife as follows :

‘“ Business crowds upo% me in such Mannér that I cannot write
much more, the Foxr Capt. Hume has brought us the agreable News
of M® Sulivan’s total defeat, I feel no ofher Satisfaction on that Account
than for the Company had that Man been stropg enough to have
continued the Opposition he would have deStroyed one%f the grandest
Prospects that ever fell to the Jot of a tradigg Cqmpany. |1 have
not yet heard either from You M Walsh or any of my Friends but

*M° Wilbraham from whom I have the Satisfaction of hearing that
You have receiv’d my Rio Janeiro Letters.

® « Captain Griffin the Commander of this I*believe Yeu know he

is a very worthy honest Man & much attagh’d to our Interest, he
will deliver You a Box bound round with Tape & my Seal affix’d
directed to the Right Honble Lady Clive in Berkfley Square, this
Box contains Diamonds Rubies & Pearls amounting tg 42,000 Arcot
" Rupees as will appear by the enclosed Invoice, all these things I
bought excepting the lose Diamonds being, 22.in Number & two of
the smalest Rings, Rubies being so scarce & so much admired when
perfect is the Reason I purchas’d them tho it a very great Price,el -
am persuaded there are few stch tn England.

.« 1 Rkewise send You by Capt. Griffin eleven Bundles of Muslins
& Shawls likewise 2 Boxes of Ottar, You, Walsh & the Captain must
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contrive about getting them on shore. You will spare M* Walsh
one of the Bqttles of Ottar of Roses.

“ There comes upon this Ship likewise a very smal} [Horse and
a much smaller Mare the Horse is very pretty & dances or Capers
incomparably® whethem he will be worth the Prince of Walgs accept-
ance I know not, however we may have a Lilliputian Breed, You
being of that Breed Yourself.

“ Younge Kelsall has beent very unfortuhate untill lately but by
M’ Pauls & MT Pybusé Assistance he has been so far able to retrieve
his Affairs as to get out of Dept but this is not the Way to get home,
I‘haveempower'd M Pybts #ho is now in affluent Circumstances to
make over to M: Kelsgll the Ballagce of his Account with me amount-

L [}

ing to abbut 4000, which he shll have at Interest at 4 per Cent, but
there is still something in Reserve for the Young Man of much greater
Consequence, I have recommended him & three sother Gentlemen
with Madrass Establishment to the Court of Direcfbrs in such Terms,
that I am sure they will be appoinded if Councel hear by the Return
of this Ship nay such is the Licentiousness & Inability of the Junior
Servants at this Place, that I believe we shall send for them ourselves
in a Month or two, this good News You may communicate to the
Old Folks but it must go no farther.” *

i [ 4
. . . S,

The Admiral Stevens, which copveyed his family letters
and a long dispagch to the Court drafted by him, also carried
thefollowing letter to Orme :

“ I have wrote 50 'rnany letters, and gone through such a scene

of public business, that € cannot attempt describing to you any part
of our proceedings in this part®of the world. Scrafton, Walsh, and

129th Septr 1%65. © .
* InvoICE oF DiaMonNDs Rusies & PEARLs
. ConsiowED TO THE RicuT HONBLE LADY

CLivE BERKELEY SQUARE LONDON.
No. 1. v/ A large transparent Diamond Ring

weighing 20 Rutties . . .. cost . .. ARs. .. 11,000

No. 2. 4 A Diamond Ring valued ., . . . . at. ... ... . 1600 ®
No. 3. v/ A Diamond p° ...valued..at......... 1000
No. 4. 4/ Twenty-two loose Diamond Drops valued at .. 10,000
No. 5. 4/ A ™Mby Ring set with Diamonds . . ... cost . 8000
No. 6.4/0ne . ..D% Do ..oeuunwnnnnns cost . 7000
No. 7. ¢/ me Ruby Ring Country set & e valued at 1000
4/ 103 Pearls put in loose valued at e e .. 2600

. —_—

o ARs 42,200 o

They were all received in 1366, @
Invoice from Lord Chive.
Dated 29th Sept.® 1765. L4
Rec? 20t April 1766.
.
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Colonel Smith will furnish you with abundant matter of surprize and
astonishment. Let it suffice to say, that fortune seems determined
to accompapy me to the last; every object, eyery sanguine wish,
is upon the point of being completely fulfilled, and I am arrived at
the pinnasle of all I covet, by affirming the Company %hall, in spite
of all envy, malices faction, and resentment, acknowledge they are
become the most opulent company in the world, by the battle of
Plassey ; and Sir Hannibal Hotpot shall acknowledge tle same.
¢TI am preparing plans in abundance for eyou. You shall have
very exact charts of Bengal, Bahar, gnd Orissa, and of the Mogul
empire as far as Delhi at least. A map Jf the Ganges likewise, antd
all the other rivers of consequence.’s }R
[ ]

Clive on his return to Beng#l found that.man$§ junior
civilians held weighty offices, owing to their seniots having
returned to Ethand after having rapidly acquired fortunes.
In a dispatch to the Court, deted March 24, 1766, he wrote
as follows :

“ The business of the Secretary’s departmeni®was committed to
a youth of three years standing in your service; the employment
of Accompgignt is now discharged by a Writer still lower in the list
of your servants ; the important trusts of Military Storekeeper, Naval
Storekeeper, and Sborekeepe? of the Works, were bestowed, when
Iast vacant, upon Writers ; and a Writer held thefpost of Paymaster
to the Army, at a period when near 20 lacks of rupees had been
deposited for months toget®er in his hands.”

The administration of these offices, was really transacted
by Native brokers and Native clerks

L J

‘ Banians became principals in the several depaltments ; the
affairs of the Company flowed through a new ai™® unhatural channel ;
,and your most secret concerns were publicly known in the Bazar.”

e The Committee, in a previous dlspateh, dated September
80, 1765, had stated : o

“ 1t is therefore with the utmost regret we think At incumbent on
us to declare, that in the whole list’of your junior merchants there are
,not more than three or four gentlemen whom we @udd possibly
recommend to higher stations at present.”
[ ] °
*Three vacancies had occurred in Cou¥eil, but Clive avoide.d
filling them. He objectede strongly to a blind adherence to:
the rufe of seniority. In the same dispatch Clive wrote as

follows :
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“ To keep up to the letter of your Instructions, we must fill the
vacancies in Council from the next in succession, without regard to
the qualifications tley possess for the discharge of so #mportant a

® trust, and thys commit into the hands of rash unexperienced young
men the conduct of a system of government which demand the dis-
cretion, judgment, and steadiness of more advanc®d years and longer
services. Cjrcumstances are now widely ifferent from what they
were a few years sincg, when you confined your whole attention to
commerce, and were happy in being abl® to complete your investments
withouf insult or exaction Jfr the Country Government. You are
now become the sovefeigns fof a rich and potent kingdom ; your
success is beheld with fealousy by the other European nations in India,
and youminterests are so extenged, so corﬁplicated, and so connected
with those,of the several surrounding powers, as to form a nice and
difficult system of politics.”

e

Clive proceeded to warn pis masters that it was their
indispensable duty to admit no claim but that of merit.

“ So much rests®vith the Board,”” he wrote, * that on your judicious
impartial selection of the members it depends, whether you hold 4
foot of land, and enjoy a privilege in Bengal; or whetheg you con-
tinue in possession of the most ample revenues an® established
extensive influence ever established By any Ruropean mercantile
body., We therefor®most earnestly exhort you, that no consideration of
favour or prejudice be sufiered to bias you in the important business
of composing your Council ; and that no otéeer distinction be admitted,
except what is due to gbility, to integrity, and to faithful essential

services.” R .

The neglegt of thiseadvice in the selection of the Council
of the. Governor-Qenerail, which was created to replace the
Board, had led to many a blunder and some grave disasters.
The suspension of Mr. Leycester, owing to his having broken’
his oath Ry publisiting an expression hastily dropped at the
Board, and the resignation of Mr. Gray, reduced the Board
to a number~insufficient to conduct the necessary business
of government. Clive therefore carried out his intention of
applying to Madras for the services of four civil servants be-
longing to that Presidency, and appointing them to the vacand
sgats in the Bengal Louncil. The factious spirit which Rad
blazed out so violently in the Couhcil had reached the junior
ranks of the public service, and Clive was fully persuad®d that
superseding them by the officials of another Presidency would
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operate more effectually in checking discontent and insubordina-
tion than if we had recourse to the more irk;some.and mortify-
ing indignity of superseding them from this establishment.”
The app®intment of four officials from Madras was a far more.
mortifying indign;ty, and was bound to increase the animosity
of the Bengal Civil Service. It is possible to Ssympathise
with their feelings whilst condemning tfe course they.pur-
sued. Clive, in a dispatch to the\Ceurt dated January 34,
1766, described in fierce terms what t&)k place when the
Bengal civilians heard fhat an application had been enade to
Madras for men to supersede them : T

“ The young ;gontlemen of the settlement had set themselves up
for judges of the propriety of our conduct, and the degree of their
own merit: each would think Bimself qualified to transact your
weighty affairs in Council, at an age when the laws of his country
adjudge him unfit to manage his own concerns toethe extent of forty
shillings. They have not only set their hands to the memorial of
cor’nplaintg but entered into associations unbecoming at their years,
and destrucflve of that subordination without which no government
can stand—All visitg to the President are forbidden—All invitations
from him and the members of the Select Committge are to be slighted—
The gentlemen called down by our authority from Madras are to be
treated with neglect and eontempt—Every man who deviates from
this confederacy is to be stigmatized and avoided—In a word, the
members are totally to separate themselves Trom the head, decorum
and unicn are to be set at-defiance, and i becomes a fair struggle
whether we or the young gentlemen shalbih futtire guide the helm
" of government. Look at their names, examine their standing, in'quire
into their services, and reflect upon the age of ¥8ur-fifths of #he sub-
Scribers to this bill of grievances, who now support the association,
and you will be equally surprised with us at the presumptuous
intemperance of youth, and convinced that a stop of three or four
years in the course of promotion is indispensibly necessary, ¥ you would
have your Council composed of men of expefience and discretion.”

”~

Clive, in a letter to his wife dated the same day as the
dispatch, alludes to the®ordeal through which he was passing,
ap ordeal which would have broken down a less courageous
nafure. After acknowledging the receipt of numerous letteps
from “ my dearest wife,” BRe shys:

I cabnot write You so long a letter as my last by the Admiral
Stevens, the ‘public Business is become a Burthen to ige & if any
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thing endangers my Constitution it will be my close Application to
the Desk, I am no longer walking about the Room talking Politics
or dictating Persiamn Letters to Nabob’s Rajah &c. I aggno longer
making Preparation for Campaigns & Fighting my whole time is
taken up in mtroducn?g Oeconomy & Subordination among®the Civil
Servants in reforming most notorious abuses, & sometimes when
I am dar’d & compelled to it, jn detecting Frguds & bringing to Shame
Individuals in short I will pronounce Calcutta to be one of the most
wicked Places in the Unlverse, Corruption Licentiousness & a want
of, Principle seem to have posspss’d the Minds of all the Civil Servants,

by fre§uent bad Examples ihey are grown callous, Rapacious &
Luxurious beyond Colceptlon, & ¢he Incapacity & Iniquity of some
& the Yauth of others here obliged us to chil from Madrass 4 Gentle-
men to our Assistance Viz. MesS™® Russell, Aldersey, Kelsall and Floya
these Genilemen are. expected every day, with their Assistance I
expect to bring this Settlement into some e Order altho the
Gentlemen here all mutiny’d upon their being sent for, however they
shall be brought to reason & rul’d® with a Rod of Iron untill I see a
Reformation in their Principle & Manners . . . In short I
have undertaken ammost disagreable & odious Task which my Honor
obliges me to go through with I am become the Slave of the Company
& the Detestation of Individuals, & my Constitution cangot bear it
long if T am not reliev’d by the Madrass Gentlemen .%. . 1 can
give You a very agreable Account of thee Gentlergen belonging to my
Family Viz of Mgss® Maskelyne, Strachey & Ingham who are all
very well, but a very melancholy one of my Attendants. Hern I
inform’d You in my last died of a Fevergy since which poor William
who was always sick died at Cossimbazar where he went for the
Recovery of his Health®& unfortunate Dick was killed by his. Horse
falling upon him, he was®taken up senseless the 24'* Dec® at Night
& died the next Mornings Phillpot is the only one of my surviving
Servants, he indeed is hearty & well & bids fair to accompany Us
to Enghand becfuse¥e is cautious & discreet—the Loss of my Groom
hath affected me much for he was without Exception one of the
best Servants I ever know, he preserved his Integrity Sobriety &°

Good Nature in the anost abandon’d of Seftlements to the last & ~

died univefsaly esteem’d & regretted by the whole Town to whm
he was ever performing'some Office of Good Nature or other.
General Camiac is married to a very agreable Woman altho I
could have wish’d he had suspended all thoughts of Matrimony untill
his Arrivakin®*England, She is Sister to thmt M™ Amyatt whom You
have heard was married to M Amyatt who was killed at Muxadevad,
& who out of Gratitude #Married his Cousin M James Amyatt, She
igone of the best of Woufen the most taking & agreable in her Manflers
of any Lady in this Place, She & her Hygsband take their Passage upon
the Kent & will deliver You this Letter. By these Good feople 1
sent abundance of Curiosities Viz a Hookoo, a Gold Bird, a Deer no
bigger than,a Cat &c. &e. with a Chest full of Shawls, Pictures Swords



stz © - The Life of Lord Clive

& many other Curiosities. The Chest is directed to the Right Honble
Lady Clive, there-are also one Pipe of Maderia & 15.Ton of Brasil
Wood forgRurniture for our Houses in Berkeley, Square and in the
Country, M’ Walsh and others must be consulted about getting all
these things on shore. I am providing abundance of fine things for
You indeed the finest Muslins Dimmitys Diappers Long Cloth &e.
are making for the use of our Family . . . . . The Account You
give of my Son & Daughters affords me much Pleasure® & by Your
strict Attention to their Education & Morals® You will render our
Family much more essential Service, ;than by accompanying your
Husband to a part of the World where eyefy Hour of Life is delicated
to the Service of the public & who has scarc§ time to think of his
dearest & nearest Connections. I have wrote my Son a JLetter &
enclose it under a flying Seal. May ot Meeting be soon, & untill that
time may Health & Serenity of Mind accompany you whérever You

go, So wishes °4

Y* Affect®
° CLIVE !
The following is the letter to his son:
. P CALCUTTA

MY DEAR AND ONLY Sown,—I have receiv’d your Letter, the
Style of wdich is pure and the Grammar correct, if it be of your own
inditing, Ydl have laid the Foundation of that Knowledge which
alone can make Yoy the Geftleman, and distinguish You from the
Herd of your Fellow-Creatures. .0

Attend diligently to your Studies and to the advice of your Tutor
but above all follow the Instructions of your Mether, let her excellent
Example be your Guide, and. You will render Yourself truly worthy
of that great Fortune, which Providence seems to have design’d for
You. I am °

My dear Son. L. e
Y" Father and your Friend
- Ciive.?

During the time Clive was fighting against corruption and
pexfidy in the civil branches of the service, te was also engaged.
in reforming the abuses in the military®establishment of the
province. In the account of his stewardship, 4vhich he sent
to the Court on Septengber 30, 1765, he wrote: o, ,

’ “ The military department also has cgught the infection, and

riches, the bane of discipline, were daily psmoting the ruin of our

army.” ' *
1 Powis MSS.

2 Fromy Lord Clive to his son, The Honourable Edward Clive, at Eaton,
dated January 31, 1766. )
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No man had a stronger instinet than Clive for order, justice,
and discipline. But he did not expect men to rise entirely
. above the habits of the time. He added: oo

“ 1 would not be thought by these observations to exclle riches
from the military : Honour alone is scarcely a shfficient reward for
the toilsome,service of the field. But the aequisition of wealth ought
to be so gradual as fo admit not a prospect of completing it, till
succession by merit to the rank of a fleld officer should have laid a
good fgundatlon for the c].aur i

It was for this’reason that Clivg did not allow anyone
below tle rank of a field oNicer to share in the profit of the
salt tradé. When he gave the field officers a proportion of
the profits, he had determined to carry out at®once the positive
orders of the Court regarding #he abolition of the allowance,
granted to soldiers when on field duty. From very early days
officers serving the Company had, while on active service,
received, in addition to their ordinary pay and alloWance
a special allowance known as batta. Batta had «ontributed
to the early fortune of Clive. Wheh the treops actually took
the field the allo%ance was known as ‘ full batta,” but when
they were posted ip a station outsidg a Presidency but not
actually in the field, they drew only half that amount, which
was called “ half- batta,” After Plassey, Meer Jaffier granted
to the officers an, additional sum equal to full batta, and this
was called * double batta.” At the time when it was granted
Clive warned th&™officers that the Company might not con-
tinue an indulgence due to the generosity of the Nawab. Thee
Court of Directors,, however, did not object so long as they .
bad not £b bear the. financial burden. But when the three
districts werg_assigned for the payment of the troops, and
the whole military expenditure was borne by the Company,
the Court sent orders to discontinueethe payment of double
batta. In 1761 a memorlal couched in most temperate lan-
guage and signed by thirty-nine officers was submittedes to
the Council, praying that doyble batta might not be with-
drawn because ““ it was only with the assistance of what little
an officer could save out of his Full Batta in the field that he
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was enabled to subsist decently the rest of the year in garrison
and fit h1mself out, for the next campalgn The memorial
was forwarded to the Court, and the Council, in their dispatch,
warmly °supported the case of the offifrs. The Directors
replied on March®, 1768, that

“though they were desirous to answe:r their original “engagement
with the military gentlemen, end to grant thefh encouragement suit-
able to their merit, yet it could not pe ,ustly expected that thgy
should be enabled to raise such fortund as might lead them®o quit

the service in a short space of tinfe, an incontgenience which of late
had frequently happened.* ! 0 .
1

When the ogders reached Bengal the Council were on the
eve of war with®Meer Cossim, and they wisely did not put
them into force. In a letter dated June 1, 1764, the Court
again ordered that double batta should be withdrawn on the
receipt of the letter, and the whole army “laced on single
batta. The letter reached Calcutta in January, 1765, soon
after the béttle of Buxar, and the Council determined that,

‘ as the army wa® engage® on actual service of so much con-
sequence,” the abolition of the double batta sfould be deferred
at present until the arrigal of Lord Clive.?

Clive, having secured peace by his trgaty with the Nawab
of Oudh, and having reorganised.the military force, determined
to enforce the orders of the Court regayding she double batta.
In September, 1765, he notified that on January 1, 1766 the
privilege would cease. - In the dispatch dated January 31 the
Secret Committee state :

o We have ordained, that on the first day 8f the presgnt month,
the customary Batta shall be struck off fromy the troops in general,
excepting the brigade stationed in Sujah al Dowlah’s dominions,
who, on account of the high price of provision, and The difficulty of
procuring stores, will be agowed double Batta in the fgelq and half
double Batta in canfonments and in garrison, until they are recalled
to the provinces.

¢ < For the same reasons half Batta is %ontinued to the troops
quartered at Patna and Mongheer ; but thé rest of the army, wee

mean the detachments at sul?brdrnates and other places, that are
not engaged in actual service, are reduced precisely on a footing with

1 Broome, pp. 554-5. ) 2 1bid., p. 555..
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the Company’s forces on the coast ; even those stationed at Mongheer

and Patna receive the same ‘exact Batta as your troops at Trichi-
nopoly.” . o0

L)

Means had been®devised for the officers to live eheaper,
and for supplying them with stores at a more& moderate price ;
provision had been made for increasing ¢he emoluments of the
field officers by thé® profits derived from the salt trade; but
Clive bhimself admitted that the abolition of batta entailed
a serious bardship gn the'junjor officers. In a letter to the
Court, dated March 24, 176;6, the Committee wrote:

[

“ You eare already advised, that your orders, respecting the
reduction of Batta allowed to the army, ook place on the first day
of the present year. This measure hath produce® some murmurings
and complaints among the subaligrns, and even a memorial to the
Council from the officers of the first brigade. Conscious, however,
of the necessity of reducing your military expences, we are deter-
mined to see the orders strictly obeyed. At the same time, we must
confess, that until the charges incurred on account of servants, horses,
and the necessary equipage of the field in this climate arg ®minished,
by some public regulations, the allowance of a subaltern will scarcely
maintain him in the station of a gentieman.” ¢

Four days before the letter to the Court, Clive wrote thus
to his wife from “ Dum Dumma (Dum Dum), five miles from
Calcutta, where he ha.gi a country house :

I have very lildle to,say in Addition to my last Letter by M™
Amyatt, who by this time is considerably advanced on her Voyage
to England & ewileI hope arrive safe with the Letter and things
entrusted to her Charge

Altho I have been hitherto silent with regard to Cap! Miles out®
of Regard to the Nobje & worthy Lord & Relation who recommended
him to Us,*I must now say he has but one Virtue under the Sun®to
recommend him whicheis good Nature, he is very silly & ignorant,
very obstinatewvery mean and very avaritious, our Provisions of all
kinds were exceeding bad & thos manag’d in so Slovenly & careless
a Manner,ethat if Hern had not heen witl us to supravise we must
have been all starved. M®™ Amyatt who is one of the best natur'd &
most deserving Woman elive undertook to carry for your Ladyshi
some curious Birds & &htelopes, but that Brute of a Captain a#tho
M= Amyatt inform’d him whom,they belong’d to & entreated him
in-the strongest Terms to receive them on Board absolutely refus’d
her & sent them all back again the Hooko excepted. I meMfon these
particulars that neither You or any of my Friends may shew the
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least countenance to such a fellow whom I paid 1200 Guineas for my
Passage & found all the Liquors for 'he had none—I wish M’ Rous
and some gighe principal Directors were inform’deof his Behavior that
he may be treated it the Manner he deserves. Remember to send for ©
a large Qfantity of Brasil Timber & Plank whicR is on Board the Kent.

Cap'! Payne haw been so obliging as to make an Offer of carrying
home whatever I shall sgnd on Board the Ponsborne. I shall there-
fore put under his Care two very beautiful & curlous Birds, 2 pair of
Antelopes & 4 Small Bundles of Mulmulls efch Bundle containing
2 Pieces, the one thick the other thin these same Mulmulls are the
finest & most curious that ever were sdnt’ from this Country,?f they
come safe let M* Walsh have one oP the Bundleg to bestow upon some
Lady of Quality or Fashioh.

I am just upon the Point of gmgg up the Courftry to put the
finishing Hand to the arduous Task I have undertaken, the Country
is in perfect Tranqlahty civil and pohtlcal Negotiation with the Princes
of the Couniry is all that remams {0 be done, Mess® Maskelyne
Strachey Ingham & General Carna®accompany Me—we shall probably
remain five or 6 Months, & then return to receive an Answer to our
Dispatches by the Admiral Stevens & to prepareeor our Journey or
Voyage to England, I have made Enquiry of Numbers who have
travell’d gverland, who all agree that the Journey is perfectly safe
very entert#lning & very agreable & not attended with the least
Fatigue if we leave Sassarahehy the End of January or beginning of
February, which I shall endeavor to accomplish by leaving Bengal
early in the Month of December.

My Friends will be mych mistaken if they- expect I shall enlarge
my Fortune by this my last Voyage to India, I would not have given
_up my Family Relations & Connections for %11 the Riches upon the
Face of the Earth, nothing but the publi® good & my own Honor
(which was at Stake) could have enduced me to wndextake so odious
& disagreable a Task as restoring Tranquility to these Provinces
& reforming the Morals & Principles of this alf®hdén’d SettZfement,
however, altho I shall not enlarge my own Fortune which indeed
*wants no Addition, I have it in my Power of serving others by giving
up°to them the public & allowed Advantages of my G.overnment

. L
which before my Departure will amount to alwut 32,000—this I shall
divide in the following Manner, 15,000 to Mun, 15088 to Strachey,
10,000 to Df Ingham & 2,000 to M: Philpott.  Let this Matter be
known but to few—. e ° o .
I hope You and the Children are all well that T may find You-

&.them in perfect Health is the sincere and Ardent Wish of

. Your Affect

.
°
o o Crive.!

Clivesdid not confine his generosity to a few friends whose

1 Powis MSS.
. .
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love and admiration supported him in his arduous and dis-
agreeable task. His duty imposed on him the necessity of
o abolishing pecunidry privileges enjoyed by the oYfeers, for
whom, as a®soldier he had the deepest sympathy,eand he
determined to palliate the blow by an act thich has caused
many a grateful widow and orphan te feel an affection for
his memory. Clive%old the Commjttee of the House that on
the daj, or the day afteg, of the arrival of the Nawab at Cal-
cutta they rode out together ipn an open chaise, *“ and Nobe-
kissen,' ‘Who spoke‘ English, and wae the interpreter, rode
behind.” =~ ¢ .

““ The Nabob took that opportunity to inform me that his father
had left me 5 lack of rupees, which he said we® in Jewels, Gold,
Mohurs, and Silver, and that the whole was in the hands of his mother
the Begum, who would pay it whenever I pleased. I mentioned this
circumstance to several gentlemen very soon after, particularly to
Mr. Strachey and Mr. Verelst. At that time I resolved in my own
mind not to accept the legacy ; but afterwards, when, in obedience
to the company’s commands, we had ordered the doublg batta of the
army to be struck off, it occurred to me, that that legacy might be
converted into a military fund for the%enefit o# invalid officers and
soldiers, and widoWws.’’ 2

Towards the end of March, Clive, gccompanied by Carnac,
Strachey, and Ingha.,m, left Calcutta for Murshidabad, in
order to regulate, witly Mr. Sykes, the Resident, the amount
of revenue to be gollectgd from the territory under the adminis-
" tration of Murshldabad and Patna during the ensuing year.
He alsd expected To receive at the Nawab’s capital the balance
of the fifty lacs of rupees which the Vizier of Oudh had bound®
himself by treaty toepay. His most important object, however,
was to negotiate with the princes of the country an alliance
for mutual defence agalnst the Mahrattas, whose advance
threatened to be a most seriolds danger. Clive, on his arrival
at MurshMabad, demanded from the ™Nawab payment of the
legacy. On April 8 he,wrote thus to the Gentlemen of Councﬂ
at Fort William : ; .

-

GENTLEMEN,—I have the homoureto inform you, that upon a
supposition, that the receipt of a legacy was not intendedjg be pro-

1 Nobekissen—Nobkishn Munshi, a servant of the Company.
2 Third Report Select Committee, p. 7.
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hibited by the new covenants, I have received from the Begum, wife
of the late Nabob, Meer Jaffier, an obligation for the sum of five lacks
of rupeesbc\lghich was bequeathed to me by hist).(cellency a few hours
before his death, in the presence of many witnesses, whose attestation ¢
shall, as goon as possible, be laid before the board. Witen this obliga-
tion is discharged, J shall immediately pay the amount into the Com-
pany’s Treasury at Calcutta. The interest arising therefrom I propose
shall be annually distributed in such Proportions as I establish, among
a certain number of officers non-commissioe officers, and private
men, who are disqualified from further service, by wounds, length of
service, or diseases contracted in the gefvice of the Company, ahd
whose fortunes may be too scantyeéto atford thg former a genteel, the
latter a comfortable subsestence in their native country. I intend
further, that the widows of all such offficers and soldiers as 's’hall have
been entitled to this bounty, or whose husbands shall have lost their
lives in the servi%e, shall receive a certain proportion of the same
during their widowhoods. The governor and council of Fort William
will be perpetual trustees for the eppropriation of this fund in India,
and the court of directors in England. On my return to the presi-
-dency, or sooner, if business will permit, I shall jave the honour to
lay before you such regulations as I may think-best adapted to the
fulfilling my purposes above-mentioned ; and on my arrival in England
the same shell be confirmed, with a proper instrument or deed of gift
of the principal and interest f the said five lacks of rupees for ever,
agreeable to the dué forms of law, unless the Company should think
proper to claim, and be able to prove, a right to the same under the
new covenants.” ! o ' ve

On September 14 the Council replied @s follows :

L
“ MY Lorp,—We have received your favour of the 8th instant,
. o M . [J -
expressing your intention of appropriating®the legacy *f five lacks of
rupees, bequeathed to your Lordship by the late Naljob, Meer Jaffier,
- as a fund for the relief of the officers and private men, who are become
sinvalids in the honourable Company’s service, and the widows of such
as may have lost their Iives in it. 'We are unanimously of opinion,
thmt the receipt of this legacy is no way prohibfted by thesnew coven-
ants, and canhot help expressing the lively, sense we have of this
generous and well-placed donation to mitigate distrgss, which has
so long looked for relief.— So noble an example of beneficence cannot
fail to ensure the applauge and approbation of everyyone; and we
shall chearfully accept the honour intended us by your Lordship, in
e:ppointing us trustees for the appropriatiog -of this fund in India.” 2
-

. .
On April 19 the Select Committee forwarded to Clive®a
remonstrance from the Third Brigade, commanded by Sir

1 Commons Third Report, Appendix No. 2. 2 1bid.
. ' [ ]

f
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Robert Ba;ke'r, against the abolition of batta. It was signed
by nine captains, twelve lieutenants, and twenty ensigns.
Chve, on April 22, directed that the remonstrance®should be
®sent to Sir RoberteBarker, and that the officers should be
informed that the Council could not take notice of any petition
from officers unless it came through the regular channel. The
29th was the annualePunia, or the dgy on which the Zemindars
assembled and the Government settled with each of them
their fayment for the enS\ing ear.! On September 30 Clive,
Carnac, and Sykes #wrote thus to the, Governor and Council
of Fort Williaam : [ 1

“ Yesterday we held the Purneah, agreeably tqythe custom of the
country, and to those ideas which we entertain of the Company’s
honour and interest. His Excellency the Nabob sat in quality of
Nazim, and the Right Honourable the president took his place, as
collector of the reygnues for his Majesty.

“ We thought it by ne means adviseable to deviate, upon slight
occasions, from the established forms and customs of this anpiversary,
and therefore accepted, for ourselves, and for you, the ®ual present
of a dress and elephant to each, which ghall be foywarded by the first
opportunity. Thisexpence hath formerly been charged to the govern-
ment, it must ther(?fore, now, of course, be brought to the Company’s
account ; but as the amount is inconsidgrable, it was scarce worth
while to introduce any innovation that might tend to lessen their
dignity in the eyes of #he people.” 2

[ ]

The day pefowe the, festival of the Punia, Clive received
a letter from $ir Robert Fletcher, in command of the First
Brlgade, stationed at Monghyr, stating that he suspected
not the officers of his brigade only, but of the whole army,™*
intended to resign &heir commissions, though they proposed
to serve throughout fhe month of May as volunteers. Sir
Robert Fletoher also forwarded a letter from Sir Robert
Barker, mentlomng his discovery of the existence of a secret
league, which® he feared was not confirted to his own brigade.
Clive soon obtained evigdence of an organised plot, which wag
first matured at Monghyr, and afterwards communicated 'to
the Second and Third Brigades. &'he officers

1 Verelst, Appendix, p. 136. Verelst spells the word “° Potna.”
2 Committee Report, Appendix No. 2.
L J
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“ bound themselves by an oath to secrecy, and to preserve, at the -
hazard of their own lives, the life of any one of their bedy who might
be condemped by court-martial to death. In_ order to avoid the
charge ofn mutiny, they determined to refuse the usual advance ofe
pay for ¢he month of June. Each officer boaind hinfself separately
by a bond of £500 yrot to accept his commission again if double batta
were not restored.” ?! .

A fund was formed fqr the indeminifeeation of those who
might be cashiered, or the purchase of commissions for th¢m
in the King’s service. To thios fuhd several of the cRvilians
and free merchants contributed. Clive 8rasped at once the
gravity of the situation. The MOhrattas were threafening an
invasion of Bepgal. But not for a moment did Clive waver.
He at once sent? by special messenger, a letter to the Council,
informing them of the critical state of affairs. He desired that
they should write at once to the Madras Government and ask
them that all officers and cadets that could®be spared should
be held in readiness to embark for Bengal. The Madras Council
should als@ be informed of the approach of the Mahrattas.
On May 2 Clive heard frof Sir Robert Barker that his officers
were as determined to resign their commissi8ns as the officers
under the command of, Sir Robert Fletcher. Clive wrote at
once to the commanders of the three bl'"igades', ordering them
to put under arrest any officer whosg conduct should come
under the construction of mutiny until a general court-martial
of field officers could be summoned. ° The ringleaders,” he
observed, “ of this affair must suffer the séverest puni¥hment

sthat martial law can inflict, else there is an end of discipline
in the army and of authority in the East dndia Company over
all their servants.” On May 4 Clive received a letter from
Sir Robert Fletcher, enclosing a letter from fopty officers of
his brigade resigning their commissions. They wrote :

““ As it is from princi;?le we now resign the service‘: it’ would give
us the greatest uneasiness should the affairs of our honourable masters
Luffer by so sudden a resignation. We have therefore resolved to
serve them without pay of any kind, or béing esteemed officersein

their service, until the 15th 8f ti*e present month of May, when an
answere=gy be had from those gentlemen of the Council who, we

1 Wilsen, p. 174. .
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know, have the power of granting us redress, or supplying our places
with other officers, provided you desire it.
““ Our commissions accompany this, and we request yo®will keep

®them till the answer grrives.” 1 : o

On May 5 Clive received a letter from S& Robert Barker,
informing kim that his officers had stdted their intention to
resign on May 1, bu? they were willing to serve until the 15th
of.the month without pgy. The officers of the two brigades
had at first intended to resfgn qu June 1, but when they found
the conspiracy had’been discovered they resigned a month
earlier, in, thd hope of esca’ping the jurisdiction of martial
law, and they offered to serve till May 15 because they
expected by that time the Mahrattas would take the field and
Clive would be compelled to yield to their demands. They
did not gauge the courage and deep determination of the
man. On May 8 Clive wrote to Sir Robert Barker:

“ For my own part, I must see the soldiers’ bayonetg l®velled at
my throat, before I can be induced to give way; and then, not so
much for the preservation of my own lif®, as the femporary salvation
of the Company : #emporary only it can be, for I shall think Bengal
in the utmost danger, when we are reduced to the necessity of sub-

mitting the civil power to the mercy of nfen who have gone lengths
that will frighten and agfonish all England.” 2

The same day Clive left Murshidabad, and proceeded by
forced marches to Mortghyr. Whilst on the road he inter-
ceptedea letters frem Colonel Smith, commanding the brigade
at Allahabad, addressed to the Select Committee. It stated ,
that the Mahrattas had moved down the Jumna, and taken
up a positéon nearlgn opposite Korah. He wrote at once to
General Smith : *

“In case, t.herefore, the Morattoes should still appear to intend
an invasion, oy in case you apprehend a rputiny among the troops,

* but in no other case, you have my authority to make terms with the

officers of your Brigade, ypon their tendering their commissions.” 3.
b ®

e Clive had sent in”advance Majors Champion and Polier,

and Captains Smith and Pearson, in whom he hadl_gmplete

1 Broome, p. 577. 2 Malcolm, Vol. I1IL, pp. 14-15.

. 3 Broome, p. 585. 4
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confidence, to reason with the resigned officers. ".I_‘hey arrived
at Monghyy on the 11th, but they could make little impression
on the malcontents, who declared that they had gone too far e
to recede, and that they were bound in Bonour to the other
brigades to adhere to their resolution. Sir Robert Fletcher
had never informed them, they said, of Clive’s gemerous gift,
for, had they been told of*it, self-interest %s well as gratitude
would have prevented them from resigaing the service. Sgveral
of them lamented that they mevel had the opportunity of
laying their whole case before Cliye, and ’ghey expresged their
determination to prévent or suppress a mutiny among the
European troopg This was the gravest danger. The four
officers took prompt steps to check it. Champion and Pearson
proceeded to the camp of the sepoy battalions, while Polier
"and Captain F. Smith remained in the fort fo watch events.
The attitude of the Europeans became so threatening that -
Smith ha#stened to the sepoy camp, and marched two battalions
to the fort. Entering it jhe next -morning, the sepoys pro-
ceeded to their own parade, which commanged the principal
gate. In the afternoon Smith received a message from Sir
Robert Fletcher, saying %hat the European Yroops had mutinied.
He immediately paraded the two battalions. He was the
only European officer with them, b, placing the Native
commandant at the head of the rear®battalions he marched,
by a detour, towards a hillock on which was-planted a saluting
Jbattery. Advancing in silence, the sepoys reached, unnoticed,
its base, and then with a rush they captured it. Below the
mdund were seen the Europeans, under ®arms, on, the point
of leaving the fort. The sight of the sepoys with loaded muskets
and fixed bayonets above them threw them iufto confusion.
Smith told them that df they did not retire at gnce to their
barracks he would fire on them.! Sir Robert Fletcher now
;'poioned them. He addressed the men'®nd distributed money
among them. * They now became qui¢t, and said that they
had expected he would have" placed himself at their head,
otherwise they would not have thought of turning out; that

1 Broome, p. 582-. .
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if such was not the case, their officers might go where they
pleased, but they would stay, and live or die with him alone.” 1
. . 4
While Sir Robert was on the parade several of the officers
. . . . . ®
arrived and’offered®their services, but, not wishing openly to
implicate himself, he turned them all out of the fort.2 Fletcher
sent at onee to Clive a report of the occurrence. He wrote,
regarding the condlict of the officers:

* “ Seme have been very“troublesome and particularly those whom
I have all along susgected, and whose confidence I used every art to
gain in January last, when I heard that th® whole were to form a plan
of quitting the #Brigade withouf\giving any warning. I even went so
far as to dpprove of some of their schemes, that they might do nothing
without my knowledge.” 3 PY

It was a very flimsy explanation.

On May 15 Clive arrived at Monghyr. He was told that
the officers wish® to lay their case before him, and that they
accused Sir Robert Fletcher of being the instigator and con-
triver of the whole conspiracy. Clive ordered a parade of
all the brigade to be held the next &ay. Xatly in the morning
he entered the ¥ort, and, after inspecting the Europeans,
who ‘“ appeared in, very good ordgr, though very thinly
officered,” he addressed them. He knew the British soldier
well. He first explaingd to them that the double batta was
not a right but .n ogeasional extraordinary allowance. In
withholding it, the Governor and Council had only obeyed
the pofitive commands of the Court of Directors. He stated,
in emphatic terms, that the action of these officers in resigning**
their commissions om the same day was no less a crime thgn
mutiny, for which the ringleaders would suffer the extreme
penalty of the law, and the junior officers be deported to
England. Then he made .the moving appeal that he himself
was a soldierS who had always been tfle friend of the army,
and had proved his intgrest in the officers and men by having
recently established a.fund for the support of all officers atd
sofdiers who should be invalidede in the service, and also

1 Broome, p. 589. . s
2 Clive’s Letter to Colonel Richard Smith. Monghyr, May 15, 1766.
8 Broomg, p. 589,
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for the widows of those who died. He exhorted them to be
sober, right-thinking men, submissive to discipliné. He next
addressed °the sepoys and praised them for bing true to their
salt. He then distributed honorary reWards %mong the
Native commandshts and officers, and ordered double pay
to be issued to the mén for the months of May and June.
“ The whole brigade was mauch pleased wfth these' marks of
regard from the commander in chief; expressed their satis-
faction and gratitude with decgnt &cclamations; and when
they were dismissed from the parade retir®d without tumult
and disturbance to their quarters® 1 L

The officers who had been expelled from the fort encamped
a short distance from Monghyr. Clive sent peremptory- orders
to them to leave at once for C8lcutta, and he sent a detach-
ment of sepoys to enforce his commands. The malcontents,
beaten and broken men, started in small partie‘é for the capital.
The nextedgy Clive proceeded to Bankipore (Patna). On his
arrival, he found that though the officers had resigned their
commissions, only*a few had insisted on immediate accept-
ance. These Sir Robert Barker, who acted with great firmness
and promptness, sent iremediately to Caleutta. When Clive
appeared on the scene, the rest retracted their resignations,
and bound themselves to serve for theee years, and not to
resign at any time without giving a yeaws not#ce. , The brigade
which caused Clive the gravest anxiety was the Sgcond Bx;igé,de.
A greater portion of it was stationed at Surajpur,? one hundred
Tniles. beyénd Allahabad, in order to watch the movements
ofethe Mahratta host. On May 6 Colonhel Richgrd Smith
wrote to Clive from * The lines of Serragpore  :

“ With much surprize and concérn’I acquaint you that the major
part of the officers of this detachment have wrote tosmg for leave

i Caraccioli, Vol. IIL, p. 192.
® 3Surajpur: “ It has once been a place of c@siderable note, and is still
one of the most flourishing towns in the province of Korah. It is pleasantly
situated upon the banks of the @anggs, about one hundred and four mils
N.W. and by N. of Allahabad, about one hundred and ten miles W.S.W. of
Oude, and==put fifty-seven miles E. and an half N. of Kalpee, which stands
on the banks of the Jumna, which river empties itself into the Ganges at Alla-
habad.~Ibid., p. 132.
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[ ]
to resign their commissions: some have demanded their discharge
immediately, others at the expiration of the month . . . The officers
of the garrison at Allahabad have also signed a requesfy ¢f the same
nature.”

L) Y [

Colonel Smith, in the general orders of the day, plainly
expressed his opinion of their conduct,:

““ This is a behawour so foreign to.every thing that has the least
connection with honour, that the colonel blushes to find his country-
men gan so readily sacrificg their own reputation to any private views
or considerations whatsoevet: when these honourable motives have

no longer any influehce, the service of suych officers is by no means
desirabl®” 1 Y -

The officers protested against his censure. He bluntly
replied to their letter that ‘‘ the first poinf of honour in all
officers of the army should ®*be fidelity to the state they
serve,”” and he ordered those who resigned immediately to
be sent to Caleutta. He wrote to the officers in garrison at
Allahabad : .

“ I intreat you, gentlemen, for yoyr own hogour, for my honour,
and for the honour of the regiment, to weigh well this matter; view
it, I beseech you,'divested of prejudice, and suffer not yourselves to
be trifled with againgt your better judament.” 2

He added: .

** I conjure you not warfonly to abandon your fair prospects in this
service ; and as Ishave ot yet transmitted your request to the com-
mitfee, I cannot receive a juster satisfaction than a desire from you
to suppress it.* 3

They sent the mutinous reply : “ We plainly perceive by
your not transmitbing our letter to the council, that we are
trifled W‘it'h, and are, unanimously resolved to set out for Cal-
cutta the 20th instant.” ¢+ Major Smith, who commanded at
Allahabad, aware of the danget of his position, sent to Surajpur
for a battalion of sepoys. They pushed down at once, and
arrived at Allahabad, aving performed a march of one hundred
and four miles in fifty-four hours. Major Smith at once eiit
every officer except four under agrest, and he informed them

that ““if they presumed to break their arrest, ogesétempted
1 Caraccioli, Vol. 111, p. 195. 2 Ibid., p. 200. 3 Ibid., p. 201. * Ibid., p. 202
®
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to raise any disturbance in the fort, the seapoys should have
orders to put every one of them to death. This spirited
behaviouf froduced immediate submission, artd he soon released
them all} except the gentlemen of the deputatioh, and four
others, whom he thought proper to send prisoners to Patna.”’?
Colonel Richard Smith, having secured tranquillity in the camp,
and trusting to the fidelity of the sepoy® ordered the 2nd
European Regiment, with its mutmous officers, to proceed
to Calcutta. e °*

The spirit of muting ‘was effectually ®subdued. Letters
came from the majority of the officers; apologetic and inter-
cessory. They admltted they had been indiscreet, and they
prayed to be reStored to the service. Towards the chiefs
and leaders of the conspiracy inbending severity was shown.
They were tried by a court-martial at Patna, and sentenced
to be cashiered, the severest sentence of Iﬁilitary law not
being passedo in deference to the doubts of the Council whether,
under the then state of the law, the punishment of death-
could be lawfully *inflicted®in the Indian Army for mutiny,
Sir Robert Fletcher was tried by a courf-fhartial, and the
sentence was, * That haying been guilty «of mutiny, excited
sedition ; the Court adjudged him to bg cashiered.” 2 Most
of the junior officers were pardoned ansl restored to the ser-
vice. At the time of the mutiny Clive gvas the rgsolute, ener-
getic, stern ruler, but he reserved his noblest nature for the
moment of forgiveness. *

* During Clive’s stay in Bengal -a Congress was held at
Chupra, at which Clive, Carnac, the Naweb VlZleI‘ and the
Emperor’s Minister were .present. * Hgre was lald ? Clive
wrote to the Court : .

*“ the foundation of a trealy between the Company, the Vizier, and
the Jaut and Rohilla chiefs, for their mutual defence an®l security
against all attempts of the Maharattas to invade their several
d&mgnions. But his Lordship and General C&rnac, from consideration
of the little advantage the Company would deduce from such distand
allies in case of an invasion, cRose to leave this matter unfinished,
and to erd==ssf Sujah al Dowlah with the management of such treaties

1 Caraccioli, Vol. 1IL, p. 204. "2 Ibid., p. 215. .

’
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[ ]
as he might think convenient for his own and the Company’s welfare ;
but he is not to conclude any thing, nor enter into any absolute agree-
ment, without havipg previously acquainted the Pres1de1;t with every

proposal, and obtalned his approbation.” *
[ ]

Some deputies from the Mahratta chiefse were also present
at Chupra, and from them and the detters they brought it
became evident thet the Mahratta forces were assembled at
the Emperor’s requisition, and upon his positive assurance
that n English army Wquld join them to escort him to his
capital. His great and natural desire was to regain the
Imperial capital and mountythe marble throne at the Imperial
palace fortress overlooking the broad waters of the Jumna.
Clive wrote to the Court: ‘ His Majesty h# indeed laboured
hard by every artifice of pewsuasion, intrigue, and negotia-
tion, to succeed in his favourite scheme, which we are con-
vinced would t&minate in accomplishing his own ruin, and
destroying the peace of the whole empire.”

On July 30, 1766, Clive, after many months’ absence,
returned to Calcutta. The firste important subject w‘hlch
engaged his att®ntion was the salt trade. He laid a Minute
before the Council gn September 3, ip which he observed that
“ from my observationgwhen I was last up the Country and from the
heavy complaints against Eurcpeans of the monopoly of Trade in
general, I find that the industrious Native is still deprived of that
share to whioch hé has o undoubted, and a more natural right, nor
is it yet on tha} equitable footing which justice and humanity would,

I am %ure, incline this Committee to establish.” 2

®

He therefore proposed as a plan for next year :

1st.—That all salt provided by the Society of Trade shduld
be sold at Calcutta, ‘and at the other places where it is made
and nowhere else. .

2ndly,—eThat the price of salt should not exceed two
Rupees per Maund (50 Ib.) or Rs. 200 per 100 Maunds.

3rdly.—That the #alt should be sold to Natives only, who
#vere to have the liberty of transgorting it over Bengal, Behar

1To the Honourable the Court of Directors, Fort Willia tember 8,
1766. The letter is signed by Clive, J. Carnac, H. Verelst, but was written
by Clive. R 2 Long’s Records, p. 449.
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and Orissa, ““ and to have the whole profits arisin.g from the
sale thereof, and that no Company’s Servant, free Merchant,
or Huropean shall be concerned in that article directly or
indiréctly after the sale of it at the above places.”
4thly.—That &he Calcutta Native merchants should be
limited to a certain proportion of purchase, but that no banyan
or servant whatever belonging to any Ruropean should be
included or have any concern therein. :
5thly.—A heavy penalty was to .be exacted if the saft was
sold at any market * foy one coere ’ abowe the market price.

o
- The Committee accepted the pfbposals, and ol September 8
a Committee of-Trade was formed for carrying the plan into
execution durlng the ensulng year. The same day Clive

wrote thus to his wife :
CALCUTTA.

T have receiv’d Abundance of Letters each of which added to my
Satisfactign in hearing that my dearest Wife, Children, Relations and -
Friends were®all well. in return for all this good News I am to-inform

~You that I have almost laid a51°de all thoughts of my Journey Overland,
not from any Conviction that 1t would be either tedious, dangerous or
disagreable, but from the Situation of the Contpfnys Aﬁalrs which
will not permit.me to leave India before the latier End of January
when I have agreed to tak® my Passage on thé Britannia Cap' Rous
without something very extraordinary indeed should happen to prevent
me, and I flatter myself with the pleasing hopes of seeing Berkeley
Square in July 1767—Mun, Strachey, & Doctor, Ingham who are
tolerably well tho always complaining, will accomp’cmy ‘me, Mun
with about 25,000, M Strachey 18,000 D! Ingham 16, 000, & M!
Philpott 3000, all my other followers you know are dead—

*s I inform’d You last Year that young M! Kelsall was appointed
one of the Council at this Presidency he enjoys his Health very well
& H he only lives 3 Years he will infallibly refurn to England with

40 or 50, 000 he is at this Instant worth 8 or 10, OOO-—

You will be surprised to learm that for these 10 Weeks past I
have enjoy’d a betfer Stage of Health and am freer frgm Pain than
from my first Attack at Madrass in the Year 1752. this%s entirely
owing to an Accident, being troubled with the Cholick for a few Hours

de use 6f a Shawl to wrap round my Waiste which secur’d my
Stomach the injur'd & weaken’d Part from Colds & kept up such @
constant Perspiration that I #ave been tolerably easy ever since
and I mat==mo0 doubt but I shall continue so—

I have already sent You Abundance of Muslins and other fine
L ]
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things, I now send You more as p* enclosed Lists under Charge of
Captain Smith of the Lord Camden who I am sure will take great
Care of them, I hayve order’d Polly Bonors to make ygu, about 60
Smicketts out of fhe finest long Cloth and Morees, I have likewise in
my Possessioft one o® the finest Pearl Necklaces that was ®ver seen

L
not worth less than 2000 this is the only valua.lble Present I have
ever receiv’d which was given me by the Vizier Sujah Dowlah—all
these fine things I ®hall bring hom¢ Myself with a great many
Shawls &e,—

I am glad fo find Yow like Walcot so well & that the House is
made so habitable tho I am 8f Opinion it will prove too damp for me
and ihat I shall be obliged to take up my Habitation in some of the
drier Colnties guch as Berkshixg or Hampshire, Bath I shall frequent
much because I am sure of receiving great Benefit from the Waters,
however You may tell Daddy King I still proposg to make the Tour
of Italy inform Him also that in Consequence of his Recommendation
of M" Colvill I have appointed him Commisary to one of the Brigades
which will be an Addition of 210 R’ per Month to his Pay as Writer
besides this he hag an Opportunity of carrying his Wife up with him,
the living at Calcutfa which is become one of the most extravagant
Places in the World must have ruin’d them both in a feyy Months.

Your Relation M? Carter is a most deserving Youny Man I gave
him a Commission immediately upong,his Arriyal and the General
has since made him his Brigade Major the 2 Ducarrells have behav’d
incomparably welf? fhe Captain I have given a Batallion of Seapoys
and appointed him tg the Command of Illahabad one of the most
advantagious things in Bengal, the Writer I have taken into my own
Family—I was determin’d to make this a most agreable and wellcome
Letter and I think it camnot be otherwise for it contains nothing but
good News. . .

What can 1 say more than that I am

. . Y? Affectionate
CLive?

Clive recognised,that the Governor of Bengal was no longer
carrying oh the busingss of a trading Company, but the business
of a mighty State. He realised that all the functions of
government had been palsied® by its head being absorbed in
his own eprtvate business. He consiflered that a governor
should be placed in such a state of independence that his
judgment would not_ be influenced by his personal interests.
‘®*The welfare of this great Cqmpgny,” he wrote in a Minute

which he laid before the Select Committee on Sepismber 23,
1 Powis MSS.
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“ should be the sole study of a Governor; attached to that
point alone his measures could never be thwarted by the malice
of oppodltion, because they would all be’yroposed for the,
public gdod, and actions will always be justified, or condemned
from the principles on which they are founded.” * He there-
fore proposed that the® Governor should receive a commission
of 1 per cent. upon the r¢venues, and, in®return, §hould take
a solemn and public oath and bind, himself in a penalty of
£150,000 to derive no emolument or advantage from his situa-
tion as Governor of Bemgal beyond this cSmmission, ywith the
usual salary and perquisites of thefoffice. Clive thus goncluded
_ the Minute: .

. [, N

“ Although by these means a Governor will not be able t0o amass
a fortune of a million or half a niillion in the space of two or three
years, yet he will acquire a very handsome Independency and be
in that very situation which a man of nice honou®, and true zeal for
the service would wish to possess. Thus situated, he may defy all
. opposition iy Council ; he will have nothing to ask, nothing to pro-
pose but what he me#ns for the advantage of his employers; he
may defy the Law,sbecause there can be no foundation for a Bill of
Discovery ; and he may defy the obloquy of the world, because there
can be nothing censurable in his conduct. In short if stability can
be insured to such a Gowernment as this where riches have been
acquired in abundance in a small space of time by all ways and means,
‘and by men with or without capacities, it must be effected by a
Governor thus restricted, and I shall think it an honor, if my proposal

be approved to set the first example.”” 2 o e .

.

On October 1 the mayor and aldermen asSembled °at the -
*Town Hall, and, in the presence of the Council, Clive, as Presi-
* dent, took the oath. The Company’s serwants, and the rest

of*the inhabitants, were desired to atte.nd on the®occasion.

This was the last public act in Clive’s Indian career, the

act of a faithful public servant, dnxious to secure administrative
integrity. He had wriften to his wife in cheerful ferms regard-
ing bis health, but his long marches i‘I'l the steamy monsoon
fegson of the year, and the perpetual mental strain and anxiety
to which he had been subjegt, had affected his highly sensitive
constitulign. Towards the end of October there was a com-

1 Long's Recorgls, p. 451. 2 Ibid., pp. 451—2..
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plete nervous breakdown. They took him away from Calcutta

to a house in the country, where he remained in seclusion all
o November. On P‘ecember 4 Carnac wrote to Lad} ®Clive:

His Lordship has®had his mind so continually upon the strain
in studying the Company’s interest, & his stomfch being from the
malignancy of the Climate overcharg’d with bile, from both these
causes his nerves hayge been affected in the most violent manner:
and it grieved me beyond measure to see a Person endued with such
extlaordlnary firmness so oppressed in his spirits as to exceed any
degree®of hysterics I was eVgr w1tness to. I was the more shock’d
as I had never seen pim so befor'e, but M! Ingham informs me, he
had a likg attack, or rather worse, in England & he, who from his
long & cloge attendance upon Mis Lordship must be well acquainted
with his constitution, has never judged him to bg in any Danger.
It was thought proper to move my Lord to Baraset, where We keep
him clear of business, & from the change of air with the help of bark
the bile is wholly thrown out of hif blood. I did not go near him for
some Days lest my presence might recall his attention upon public
affairs, which we Mdustriously avoid to prevent his being agitated ;
but having waited upon him yesterday at his desire, it is with the
most inexpressible joy I can assure You from my owngolservation
that his dejection of mind is considerably abated. It is yet uncertain
whether he will have collected his spirit® sufficiently to write himself,
but I will detain this address till the last moment in order to give
You the latest possible advices, & shall forward it with the private
packet to M! Secretary James who will tsansmit it to You. It will
be some alleviation to your concern for His Lordship’s indisposition
to know that but for this circumstance it is uncertain whether He
might not have been engdged to continue here another year, whereas
now our deparfure®s abselutely determined on, & the Brifannia is
getting ready w1th 41l expedition to convey us home.

Yout Ladyshlp will be too much affected by the occasion of this
address to admit my introducing with propriety any other subject, o
I shall therefore conclude with the assurance of my most fervent
wishes of every happiness to You & Yours, & of my being with gll
possible respect & regar.d
My dear Madam,

Yoyr Ladyship’s
v Much oblige¢, & most truly
o« ° devoted humble Servant
Jonn CarnNac '

L J
.On December 15 Cdrnac again wrote to Lady Clive: o ‘

“ As my letter cannot be long®r d®layed I came here (Barasut)
to day in order that I might close it with the most authendde idforma-
t Powis MSS.
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tion of His Lordship. I have the satisfaction to find him recover’d

from every bodily complaint, & much mended of ‘the malady of his

mind, ye} g languor still hangs about him, whigh it is possible may

not be intirely removed till We have got hiin to fea.”” 1 °
[} °

On December 8 two letters reached Calcutta, one addressed
to the President and Lommittee, the other to the President.
The Letter to the Committee, dated Msy 17, 1.766, opens
with an earnest request fo Clive to remain another year in
India. . e

L J

“ As Stability to You.r,Plans for a Peaceaple Possession of Our
Acquisitions and a thorough Reformation in Our Servantsdn general
are objects of the greatest Importafice, and in whith the presence
of Lord Clive is,essentially necessary, We made it Our Unanimous
and Earnest Reduest that His Lordship would continue another
Season in Bengal, and which We Rere again repeat, in confidence and
hopes of His Lordship’s ready acquiescence to compleat what he has
laid so good a foundation for, as you will observe by the accompanying
Triplicate of a Leltér We Addressed to His Lord3hip dated the 2nd
- Instant, which, as the occasion was so important, We sent Overland,
for fear the dVercury, by which you will receive this, should not reach

Bengal before the departure of His Lordship.”

. °

The Directors were most apologetic in thgir tone :

“ You must not, therefore, look on the following Observations
and Directions” as carrying any disapprobation of your Conduct in
general, but as reflections that occur to Us on the first view of affairs
so totally New to Us; and We trust entirely to the continuance of
your Zealous endeavours to bring this great work to .perfection.”

It gave them great pleasure to see that ¢ the War with
. Souja Dowla ended so conformable to Our Wishes,” ““ equally
politick and prudent are the concessions in favour of the |
King,” *“ it is with real pleasure We obsefve the gpod Eifects
of Regimenting Our Troops,” but they emphatically condemned
the regulations regarding the salt trade. They %rote:

““ With respect to thesCompany, it is neither consisjen} with their
Honour nor their Dignity to promote such an Exclusive Trade, as
it is now more immediately Our Interest gnd Duty to Protect and
Cherish the Inhabitants, and to give them no occasion to look on
every Englishman as their national Enemy,~—a Sentiment We thimk

such a monopoly would necefsarily suggest. We cannot, therefore,
approve teeaplan you have sent us for trading in Salt, Beetle Nutt,

1 Powis MSS.
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and Tobacco, or admit of this Trade in any Shape whatever; and
do hereby Confirm our former Orders for it’s entire abolition. And
»  We must here observg to you that We continue in the sagie Opinion
evhich you find exf{gessed in Our Letters of the 24th Deceffber and
19th February® last, t®at every one concerned in this Trade, even
before receipt of our Letter of the 1st June 1764,,has been guilty of

a breach of his Covenants.” ,

They added: © .

“And hgre we must enjoin ygu to have particular regard and attention
to the good of the Natives, whese Igterest and welfare are now become
our primary care; aml we earnestly recorgmend it to you that you
take the tost gffectual Methods to prevent these great Necessaries
of Life from being Monopolized ’)y the Rich and Great among them-
selves, and by that means the poor and Indigent becoming liable to
those Grievances and Exactions which we mean 8 prevent our own
People from being guilty of.” *

In their letteg to Clive they again express in the warmest
terms their approval of his administration, and they entreat
him; in the closing paragraph of their letter, to eomtinue in
the government of Bengal for anofher year,

‘“ We have the enost perfect sense,” they wrote, “ of your Lord-
ship’s disinterestedness in every part of your conduct, and we shall
not fail to represent this to the propriet8rs, and shall at the same
time inform them of th¢ many great advantages your Lordship has
obtained for the Company ; but we fear, my Lord, past experience
will teach them as ig does us, that the permanency of those advantages
will depend mtich gn yofr Lordship’s continuing in India, till you
have segn the regulations firmly established for the conducting these
important affairs : Another year’s experience and peaceable enjoy-
ment of our acquisitions, might fix them on a basis that would give, e
hopes they may be as lasting as they are great ; and there is no doubt,
my Lord, byt the genéral voice of the proprietors, indeed we may say,
of every man who wishgs well to his country, will be to join in our
request, that .your Lordship will continue another year in India:
We are very sensible of the sacrifice we ask your Lordship to make,
in desiring Jour continuance another year # Bengal, after the great
service you have rendered the Company, and the difficulties you
have passed through in accomplishing them, under circumstances,
in which your own exampde has been the principal means of restrainjng
the general repaciousness and corruption, which had brought our
affairs so near the brink of ruin :® TiRse services, my Lord, deserve
more than verbal acknowledgments; and we have nggloubt that
the proprietors will concur with us in opinion, that some solid and

[ ]
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permanent retribution, adequate to your great merits, should crown
your Lordship’s labours and success.”’ ! .

The $tfte of Clive’s health rendered it frgpossible for him o
to conctde to the Directors’ request. Four ddys after he
received their let¥er, he wrote to them:

“ It is now a month since I have been in so deplorabie a state of
health, as to be wholly unablg to attend to buSiness; and it is past
a doubt, that I cannot survive the malignity of this climate another
year. Thus, useless as I am become to the Company, and without
the least prospect of recovery in Bengal, I cannot doubt you will
concur with me in opiniom, of the absolute nec®ssity of retyrning to
my native country.” 2 - 0 )

Moreover, he gold them he had already accomplished most
of the objects for which they wished him to remain.
°

““ The spirit of opposition and extravagance had been subdued—
a dangerous mutiny effectually quelled, and an exgmple made of the
ringleaders—stability had been given to the army by new articles
of service—the conduct of the Council towards Shuja Dowla, in
restoring RinPall his dominions, after he had been reduced by conquest
to the very lowest ebb of fortune—the regular payment to the king
of the tribute, which'had neve® been paid to former Moguls, excepting
in the plentitude of power and authority—the pa¢ment of the chout
to the Mahrattas, and the influence which the invariable success of
our arms had produced—®f1 combined to pldce the interests and
power of thé Company on a firm and advamtageous basis, and, at
the same time, to convince the native stateg ¢ that our ambition ex-
tends not beyond maintenance of our present pogsessions, and that
one of our first principles of government is®justige.3 * .

* “ Such being the true state of the case, to what purgose,” he pdded,
““ should I continue longer in a climate, which would certainly prove -
€3tal to me at the end of another year 2?7’ ¢ .

On January 16, 1767, Clive, with falteting stepg, reached
the President’s.chair, and asked the secrefary to read a letter,
in which he informed them that the judgment of ks physician
declared that he had {{no prospect of recovering health or
even of preserving life but by an immediate embarkation for
my native country.” After paying a ehandsome tribute of -
pr’aise to the members of the Committee, who had aided hing
in the critical task of refornm he exercised the privilege given

1 CSmiffns Report, Appendix No. 74. 2 Auber, p. 165.
s Ibid., pp. 165-6. s Ibid., p. 166.
- L ]
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him by the Court of continuing the existence of the Select
Committee and nomirrating fresh members. He then proceeded
to lay before thegn"that system of politics which he ‘c®nsidered
ought to be*preserted after he had resigned the infportant
charge of the Company’s affairs in Bengal. ¢

L

“ My Ideas will, I hope, be found consistent with my Actions ;
and You, who are so fntimately acquaingted with my Heart and Prin-
ciples, will consider the Substance of this Address, not as an Instruc-
tion, Mut rather as a Refreshment to your Memory of the great out-
lines of Government which I dreW for my own Guidance, and which
the most mature Delfberatlon, as well as Success, emboldens me to
recommenq to your future Notige.”

The first point which he offered to their eonsideration was
the form of government. .

‘“ We are sensible that since the Acquisition of the Dewanny the
Power formerly bedonging to the Soubah of these Provinces is totally
in Fact vested in the East India Company. Nothing remains to him
but the Name and Shadow of Authority. This Name, jowever, this
Shadow, it is indispensably necessary we should seem to venerate.
Every Mark of Distinction and Respecé must be shewn him, and He

himself encourageq to shew his Resentment upon the least want of
Respect from other Nations.”

To employ the Company’s servants as collectors would be
declaring the Companﬁr. to be the executive power. In exercis-
ing their power he warned them—a warning which has been
too often neglected, as the Settlement Reports show—" that
you ought not®to be very desirous of increasing the Revenues
especially where it can only be effected by oppressing thge
Landholders and Tenants.”” He warned them against dele-
gating tod® much power to the army, and, fearing that fhe
spirit of corruption *and insubordination should revive, he
dwelt upon the necessity not only of making orders and regu-
lations, hwute having them promulgat®d and enforced. He
observed :

‘ No Regulation can %e carried into Execution, no order Obeged,
if?you do not make rigorous Examples of the Disobedient. Upon this

Point I rest the Welfare of the ComPany in Bengal. The Servants

are now brought to a proper Sense of their Duty ; if yawsldcken the
Reins of Government, Affairs will soon revert to their former Channels ;
[
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Anarchy and Corruption will again prevail, and, elate with a new
Victory, be too headstrong for any future RKiforts of Government.
Recall to ‘f/gur Memories the many Attempts that have been made
in the civil and military Departments to overcomefbur authority and
to set up a kind of Independency against th® Court %of Directors ;
Reflect also upon the resolute Measures we have pursued and. their
wholesome effects. Disohedience o legal Power is the first step of
Sedition, and palliative Remedies effect no Cure, Every Yender com-
pliance, every Condescension, on your Parts, will only encourage
more ﬂagrant Attacks, which will daily encrease in strength, and be
at last in vain resisted. Much of our Time has been emplofed in
correcting Abuses. The important® work has been prosecuted with
Zeal, Diligence, and Disintérestedness, and we have had the Fappiness
to see our Labours crowned with Sugccess. I leave the Country in
Peace ; I leave the military and civil Departments under Discipline
and Subordination g it is incumbent upon you to keep them so. You
have Power ; You have Abilities ; You have Integrity : let it not be
said that you are deficient in Resolfition. 1 repeat that you must not
fail to exact the most implicit Obedience to your orders. Dismiss or
suspend from the Service any Man who shall dafe to dispute your
authority. If you deviate from the Principles upon which we have
hitherto actgd, and upon which you are conscious you-ought to pro-
ceed, or if you do not continue to make a proper Use of that Power
with which you are invested,eI shall hold myself acquitted, as I do
now protest against the Consequences.” .o

On January 24 the Sglect Committee wirote a letter answer-
ing the Court’s Dispatch dated May J7, to which * Lord
Clive’s severe indisposition had obliged us to defer making
any particular reply.” The most impprtans pojnt discussed
was the Court’s peremptory erders regardiny the salt trade.
Clive considered his plan for the management “of the Salt as
*Qne of the most important works of his administration. It
had stood the test of a year’s working, and the defects which
experience had revealed had been mended, The Court ordered
the immediate abolition of the plan, but they deferred settling
the crucial point—in.what othér way the inadequate salaries
of their servants were to be increased. Clive knew it would
be fatal to the interest of the Company, to create a legitimate
tisgontent among the civil servants and field officers by abolish-
ing the expedient for increasingstheir inadequate incomes with-
out first ingreasing their salaries. He had reason to expect
that when the Court received their dispatch of September 3



(.}overnor of Bengal e 337

they would reconsider the orders they had sent, and counter-
mand them. On January 16 the Select Committee resolved
that the Society, of Trade should be abolished, ande #he inland
trade totally r&inquished, on September 1 following. In
their letter to the Court (January 24, 1767} they remarked :
“ Your grders are positive, and therefdre our obedience shall be
implicit. Accordingly you will observe in our proceedings, that the
society for conducting this branch of fraffick stands absolutely abol-
ished on the first day of ,September next. The contracts for the
present year being formed, and lagge advances made, it was impossible,

without ruin to indiwiduals, and confusign to the public, to fix an
earlier date for, the execution of your orders.”
Y

They ‘informed their employers : .

o

‘“ Although our duty obliges us to pay the strictest obedience to
your peremptory orders for aboli¢hing a trade to which you express
so strong an aversion, the same duty requires we should freely offer
our sentiments upon a subject in which we think your immediate
interest, the good of the service, and the public welfare, are deeply

concerned.” e ®

They reminded them that the Court and the Proprietors
had found it ngegssary to restrain their civil and military
servants from receiving presents—‘‘ those advantages to which
they had for so many years been actustomed.” It was now
proposed that the Cdmpany should make such an increase in
investments, particulatly in silk, *“ as will effectually deprive
your servants of $he ufual benefits arising from private trade.”
A trade by sea in the manufactures of the country was ‘ the
only remaining channel for the exertion of industry, thate
likewise is choaked up by those shoals of free merchants annually
imported, ewho bein.g incumbered with no public business, hor
confined to residenc® in Bengal, can carry on a free trade
with every port in India, to much greater advantage than your
servants.’, Jd'he Select Committee proeeeded to state :

““ Taking all these circumstances into consideration ; reflecting
also upon the great incrlase of luxury of late years, in consequenge
of the sudden influx of wealth, and that it will not be practicablée’ for
a time to reduce the charges of living %o the present means of support-

ing those charges, we adopted, in consequence of yol permission,
the plan of a regulated and restricted inland trade, as the best method

w [}
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*
of rewarding faithful services, the surest means to excite z‘eal and the
fairest mode of carrying on a beneficial trade without rehnqmshmg
all the advantages we have hitherto received, or subgectmg the natives
to those éh&roachments on their natural rights, opwhxch they have
with too®much reason complained.

“ Qur letter by (he Camden, and proceedlngs by the Cruttenden,
will explain to you the regulations of the original plan of the society,
which took place in the nfonth of September last. Undeg these regu-
lations the trade can scarce be considered in ¢he odious light of a
monopoly, since we are rather*agents for manufacturing the salt, than
the proprietors of the trade. It is sold in Calcutta to the nativeg only,
and to the utter exclusion of all E@ropéeans, at an easier raté than it
ever could be procured when under the management of the govern-
ment, before we were admitied to any participation, The natives
transport it to-all the different parts of the country, under such limita-
tions that it must reach the hands of the consumer at a stated and
moderate price. I—fereby the people sensibly feel the justice and lenity
of your government; and your eervants, who have attained the
highest stations, after a course of many years spent in this unfavourable
climate, reap the reward of their services, and egjoy the means of
securing that independence to which they have so equitable a claim.

““ We are now directed totally to renounce all share and benefit
arising from %his trade ; it must be made over to the natives. The
government must of course come into possession ; nor can it be carried
on otherwise than upon the ancient footing of farming it out to the
ministers, officers, favourites, and dependents *oR the government
who will rear immense fortunes upon the oppressmn and ruin of the
public, in-despite of our utfhost influence and ehdeavours. These are
at present our suspicions; time alone caneverify our conjectures.
You, no doubt, will maturely consider how fgr it is probable men will
continue honest against all the seductions of prlvate interest’; and
whether it may not be necessary to strengfhen tl;e ties of that duty
expected from your servants, by the lighter bonds of gratltude for
the affluence which they enjoy during the time of their serv1tude and
®the 1ndependency they ought to secure before the close of their

labours ] .

The Directors were, however, 1mperv1ou° to aro'uments
and Clive’s scheme was discontinued by them after two years’
‘trial. They had not the- wisdom to frame any other plan
regarding the increase %t salaries, and all the evés &hat Clive
predicted came to pass. Peculation and corruption among the
Company’s servants revived and continued until Lord Corn
wallis, more than a quartgr Qf a century later, introducéd
and establighed the principle, for which Clive so zealously con-

tended, of allowing liberal salaries to the heads of responsible
L]

’
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offices, and of abolishing all perquisites and emoluments,
. whether undefined or defined.!

The dispatck which Clive wrofe in defence of shes scheme
for rewarding fartthful services was the last of the Stake papers
which he drafted during his official career.e These dispatches
and minutes are exactly ‘what the soldier administrator was
sure to produce——cstrong -and genulne illuminated by the
statesman’s foresight and clear ]udgment The accounts of
his e8rly campaigns and ,Jbattles which he supplied to Orme
for his history arcevivid and clear. Jn Clive ‘‘ the lance has
not dull®d thapen, nor the pgn the lance.” He was a champion
of history, and the varieties of government and institutions
were his favourite study. In his letters w& have echoes of
Pope, and quotations from the ancients, according to the
fashion of the era. He took advantage of the facilities offered
him as Governor®in the encouragement of learned and scientific
pursuits. Francis Gladwin, one of the first on the Jong roll
of the illustrious Oriental scholars who served the Company,
owed his admission into their servece to Clive. On April 26,
1766, Strachey wrote to Gladwin: ‘ His Lordship directs me
to assure you, that if the recommend%tions he gave you, some
time ago, should not procure you an appomtment in the Com-
pany’s service, he will further exert his interest in your behalf,
nor desist till the point he attained.” 2 It was Warren Hastings’
knowledge of Pers!an that caused Clive to select him for political
work, and it was under the close personal directorship of Clive
that Hastings graduated in Indian politics. A knowledge of*®
the language, habits, and customs of the people was the
strongest title to his favour.

Like all men who have a natural aptitude for the military
profession, the study of the physmal features of a country
had a great Sttraction for him. He to0k a special interest in
the work. of the young engineer officer James Rennell, who
has won a place in the first rank of geographers. Rennell,
When a midshipman, had, like Clive, distinguished himself

1¢ The Administrations of Great Britain, 1783-1830,” by @ G."C. Lewis,
p. 165. 2 Malcolm, Vol. IIl., p. 164.
[ ]
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at the siege of Pondicherry. Six years later he joined the Bengal
Army. In 1763, when only twenty-one ears of age, he was,
appointed Surveyor-General of Bengal. Clivejencouraged him .
to carry® out his gigantic labours in the ﬁelg——the survey of

Bengal—and rendered him every assistance. During the last
year of his service Clive ordered a sutvey to be made of the out-
lets of the Ganges. Soundings were to be taken of the numer-
ous creeks and channels, and resulting charts drawn, which
he considered were likely to afford, many new and adfanta-
geous directions for our, navigation. °

The whole of his administratiop.bears witness to tie vigour
and versatility ,of his intellect. When working at’his large
measures of civi? and military reforms, the rough drafts of
his Minutes and letters showethat he did not neglect the
most subordinate details. Broken in health, he laboured with
unflagging vigilance for the good of the gredt provinces over
which hg ryled to the end.. He discovered that in the weighty
letter which he had laid ‘before his colleagues on January 16
he had omitted recommersdations which he considered would
be conducive to the future contentment and welfare of Bengal.
He therefore, on Januagy 24, addressed gnother letter to the
Select Committee, in which he observed,:

“ The people of this country have little or no idea of a divided
power ; they imagine that all authority is vested in one man. The
Governor of Bengal should always be looRed ugon ¥y them in this
light, so far as is consistent with the honour of the Cqmmittee and the
Council. In every vacant season, therefore, I think it expedient that
+ie take a tour up the country in the quality of a supervisor-general.
Frauds and oppressions of every sort being by this means laid open
to®*his view, will in a great measure be prevented, ang the natives
will preserve a just opinion of the importgnce and dignity of -our
President, upon whose character and conduct much ofethe prosperity
of the Company’s affairs in Beng#l must ever depend.” *

Q

This was the final official utterance of Robert Clive—worthy
of the statesman who was guided in aJl the steps he took by
% sincere desire to protect and to prothote the welfare of the

. . . ., ®
peoples of the land. The dndians recognised the sincerity of
his interess and, as the time for leaving approached, the

! Arbuthnot, pp. 174-5.
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Emperor, the Nawab Vizier, and the leading men in Bengal

- sent their expressiohs of admiration and esteem and their

e sorrow at his ddgarture. On Jantary 24, 1767, his' &olleagues
presented biln with® the following farewell address :

To tTHE Rigar HoNBLE L:0rD CLIVE .
PreSIDENT AND GOVERNOR &c* &c* &c?

My Lorp,—After the many Instamces you have given of your
great Prudence and Abilities as President of this Board, of your
Attention to the Publick (qod and to the Interests of Individuals,
and of personal Reggrd and Friendship for the several Members who
have had the Honor to assist in your Administration ; we cannot fail,
My Lord,,to Be deeply affected with the evident Necessity you are
under of returning for the Benefit of your Health, to your Native
Country. L

We earnestly wish for your Lordship’s speedy Recovery, and for
the full Completion of those Honors, and of that Encrease of your
Reputation which you may justly expect from the signal Advantages
you have obtainel for the Company and for the British Nation—

‘We beg leave, My Lord, to assure you, that we shall exert our
utmost Abilities in support of those Measures whicheyoh have so
wisely adopted and successfully pursued; to ‘which, the Duty we
owe to our Employers, and the Desire #ve have to preserve your Lord-
ship’s Esteem, wij be principal Inducements—

The Rules your Lordship has been pleased to recommend to our
Observance shall be strictly followed, as#hey immediately point out
the only Path which cgn lead to our own Honor, to the Interests of
our Constituents, and tq the Happiness of this Country.

Already have we seen the unhappy Effects of Discord, and Dis-
sentions at this Bbard ;ewe have lately experienced the Blessings of
Union and Ungnifnity. Your Lordship may therefore rest assured
that e shall all with one Hand and Voice, join in preserving the
Reputation of your Government, which we shall be ambitious f{oe
transmit undiminished to our Successors.

We remain with Sentiments of the greatest Respect and Estgem,

N My Lord,
R Your Lordship’s most Obedient
and most Humble Servanis

Fort WiLriaM °

the®24® January 1767. H. VERELST
L. A. SyxEs
‘ s CLAUDE RUSSELL _ 4
. W. ALDERSEY
e o THO: KELSALL

CHARLESFLOYER

A W, (J'AMPBELL 1
° 1 Powis MSS.
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On January 29, 1767, Lord Clive, accompanied'b’y General
Carnac and members of his staff, embatked on board the °
Britannia® ° Thus closed hif second admin.i?ration, and of e
his qualities as a ruler in this, the greafest epiode of his
administrative lif& it is impossible to speak too highly.
He found corruption anid indiscipline in every bramch of the
civil and military service, and with vigour and rare disinterested-
ness he suppressed the most glaring abuses. He introduced
measures of reformatipn with caatioh and wisdom: he found
a body of traders, and he converted them ifito adminigrators,
and with ability he laid down the hroad lines of adminjstration.
It must not affeet our estimate of his greatness that we now
see that his scheme of retalmng a native administration was
chimerical.. He himself found t-to be so, for he appointed
two or three English supervisors. He suppresged a dangerous
mutiny, he transformed the forces under his command, and
he created amd fashioned into a splendid fighting machine the
Bengal Sepoy Army. A handful of British soldiers could not
have extended British dominion from Bengal to the base of
the northern hills if they had not been assisted by the bravery
and devotion of the Bedigal sepoy. Clive saw clearly that
the time must come when the British wouwld be the Sovereigns
of India, but he realised that the lofty Bosition could only be
obtalned by many hard-fought campaigms, and through many
vicissitudes and perils. By a fine stroke of pubhc poligy he
accepted, at’ the right moment, the Diwani, and so made the
Blitish one of the great Indian powers. He then, with precau-
tiomgoverned by forethought, consolidated that poweg, and laid
the great foundations of an Empire. He saw that our posses-
sion of the coast and the Sircars was precarious‘, artd with rare
ability and caution heeavoided arousing the ]ealousy of his
foreign rivals, the French, the Dutch, and the Danes, on the
seaboard. In order to protect Bengal ané Behar from northern
aggf’essmn he, by a generous stroke of pubhc policy, created
Oudh into a barrier state. PDuring his brief second adminis-
tration the Bvy hero of Arcot, the winner of Plassey, proved
himself possessed of many of the finest qualities of a s{atesman.



CHAPTER:® VIII *
»767-74: THE LA.ST DAYS

Tae Britannia was a bad sailer, and the voyage to the Cape
was protracted to the closé of*April. Ongthe 24th Clive wrote
. L]

to his wife :
* . CAPE oF Goop HOPE.

I cannot avoid this Opportunity of informing, my dearest Wife
of our safe Arrival at this Place, we left our Pilot tRe 1 Feb? & arrived
here the 21°* of the Month. .

My Situation at Calcutta was so deplorable & I had so little
hope of recovery that I could not persuade Myself to write News
which must give s6 much Concern and Uneasiness my Disorder was
of a very different Nature than what 1 had when in England and
attended with much worse Consequences, D' Inghameinforms me
that I was out of my Senses.for two days, that my under Jaw was
fix't and that I took in one day 15 Gfains ef Ophium however this
was only a paliative Remedy I owe my Recovery entirely to the Bark
which has had a most surprising Effect upon my Original Nervous
Disorder in so much that if it does noteextirpate the Complaint I
am convinced it will maje Life much more tolerable than it has been
ever since I was first tafken ill at Madrass, I am still thin & weak
but in every other respect much recover’d—

As the Ship which cerried this Letter sail’d 15 days after the
Britannia and arrlv ’d 8 days before us I conclude she may arrive in
England 3 Weeks before Us, Major Winwood who has been greatly
afflicted with the same Distemper which made so severe an Attack
upon me hath promised to deliver this Letter with his own Hands,
I imagine we shall se® Old England in all July—

Mun and Strachey gre both well but D! Ingham remains much
afflicted with, this same Villanous Disorder, indeed it is fortunate
for me that I was not affected at first likewise for I could not in that
case have been of the least Service to the Gompany or bore the least
Fatigue it %ias so dreadful an Effect upon the Spirits—

I have not set Pen to Paper for these five Months past so that I
doubt much whether thi¥ will be legible however it will convey tp

my dearest Wife the Prospect of soon seeing her.

. Affect
Remember me to my Children . CLIVE.
My Father Mother Sisters &e. &c.? -
o 1 Powis MSS.
343
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The following day Strachey wrote to Lady Clive :
CaPE oF Goop HOPE.

* MapaR ——Though Lord Clije has written Hinself by this Con- e

veyance,®I cannot, consistently with Your Led#ships Commands,
omit troubling Yoy with a Line to inform You of His Lordship’s
almost perfect Recovery. The Voyage Northward, and Continuation
of the Bark, will undoubtedly complete what we all so much desire—
Towards the end of July, we compute, You wiR have the Happiness
of seeing Him, His Lordship wrote to You in January, after the
Departure of the Cruttenden, but as the detter was sent to Madras,
and was intended to under M* @alk’s Care, on the Lord Camden,
which Ship had perhaps akready sailed, I suspeet You will not have
received it. I mention this Clrcumstance that Your,Lady®hip may
have the Satisfaction of knowing that ﬁord Clive was so well*recovered,
even by the beginning of January, as to be able to write.

Major ‘Winwood who sails tomorrow will himself deliver His
.Lordship’s Letter to You from hence—I shall desire that mine may
be trusted to the Post, which will probably travel faster.

We left Bengal the 1% of Feb?Y & arrived at $his Place the 227
Instant—About the 5% of next Month, we shall proceed to St Helena,
whetre we shall stay only 2 or 3 days. Our Passengers, besides Lord

Clive & M Maskelyne & M: Ingham, are General Carnag, his Lady.
& Son & Brother, & Col. Champlon All well—I have the honor to’

be with the greatest Respect,
Madam o
Your Ladyship’g
most obed® & most humble
Servant .
e HENY STRACHEY.!

®

Before the end of May St. Helena “was seacBed. On-the
21st Maskelyne wrote thus to his sister : ¢

LI S? HELENA.
Altho’ I had the Pleasure of writing to my Dear Sister by honest
Magor Winwood who left the Cape the 25% Ultimd, & we shall probably
sail ourselves tomorrow Evening, yet as we aregto stay a day at Ascen-
sion, & the Plassey is reckoned to go well, knowing it will give You
Satisfaction, I venture this Letter to acquaint You we are all well,
& that his Lordship hasereceived all the Letters in Gengral which
were directed to be lodged here. I am very thankful to You for
those You Favor’d me with by the Heclor & JLord Holland, the former
vée missed meeting, but got all the loose Letters, Magazines &c* out
e latter which we met off the Pitch of the Cape: We had rather
a long Passage thither owing %o a®*10 days Calm after we got into
Soundings, Bt were extremely fortunate in putting there not only

1 Powis MSS.
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for his Lordship’s sake whose Health was declining from the Consump-
, tion of our fresh Provisions but as it also gave us an opportumty of
laymg in a noble §tock which this Island [Ascension] .1s too mych
impoverished to %fford.

As we hople to ha%e the Pleasure of seeing You within the Month
of July, I will only add the Joint Respects & Good Wishes of the
Doctor & M! Strachey, begging You will helieve me as ever,

* Your truly Affectionate Brother
o EpM® MASKELYNE.

Be. so kind to distributg my Love & Compliments where due.?!

Lady Clive did not receive the ],ettér till July 18. The
followiny day her husband grote to her :

O~ BoarD gHE Britannia
NEAR PorTsMOUTH
I have just time to inform mjP dearest Wife of my safe Arrival in
the Channell & that I hope to land at Portsmouth in 5 or 6 Hours.
I propose dinmg with You to Morrow at Berkeley Square, and
lest the good News should Surprise You too much have sent forward
Mess™® Strachey and Ingham who will arrive a few &lowrs before
Mun & Self.
4 am
Your Affectionate,
CLivE.?

L ]

So Clive returned, to the home where he had indeed been
sorely missed. The warmth of his welcome was not confined
to his family. Letters of congratulation on his safe return
came from those ®vho had known bim in India, and from friends
he hall left in’ England. Among the latter were some of the
most distinguished men in the country. .

When Clive arrived in England the Duke of Grafton was
First Lord of the Treasury, and Pitt, his old supporter, now
Earl of Chatham, was Lord Privy Seal; but Pitt had been
smitten with a gloomy and niysterious malady similar to the
one fromewhich Clive suffered, which affected his nerves and
mind and rendergd him incapable of transacting any business.
Two months before Clive’s departure from Bengal, Chatiam
had entrusted Alderman Beckfogd, a leading City magnate
and a staunch supporter of the free merchant,jto move in

R 1 Powis MSS. 2 Ibid.
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the Commons for a Parliamentary inquiry into the affairs of -
“the Company. The motion was carried ir' spite of the opposi- *
tioh of thR Grenvilles and th Rockinghams. Burke, who was e
afterwards the chief opponent of the Company, vdted against

the motion. o _ '
On July 19 George Grenville wrote thus to Cliwe :
L]

WorTtoN NEAR TAME
. OXFORDSHIRE @
: \ o °* July 19: 1767

My DE4R Lorp,—I heard but yesterday of %our Safe Agrival in
England, & take the earliest Opportypity to congratudate you upon
it, & to express to you my Warmest Wishes that you may have
recover’d your HégJth, which I heard with great Concern had been
impair'd, by the Climate & what you have undergone in the East
Indies. I wrote to your Lordship Stx Months ago a long Letter which
I imagine may possibly not have reach’d your Hands; & receiv’d
lately a very Obliging & Friendly one from you dated y° 8: of Sept!
last. You find this Country, my Dear Lord, in its annual state of
Ferment & Uncertainty & it seeins to be at present almost at its
Crisis. For my own Part I have the same public. Opinions as I have
allways had. I think that the Sovereignty of Great Brittain over
its Colonies which is now manifestly destroy’d must be asserted &
establish’d, That for the effecting this in our present Situation an
Administration ought to hg form’d consisting of as much Ability
~ Credit & Authority as is possible in order to make it permanent, with-
out which no System of Measures can be unifbrmly pursued. I wish
the Attainment of both these Objects for tHe, public Good nor shall
any Pretensions personal to myself stand in {he Weay of Them. This
you will see has been & is my Resolution when®you shall heai all
that T know of the Negotiation now on Foot & what I"have said upon
Jt. Ihave desir'd MX Whately who was one of the Secretaries of the
Preasury when you left England & sets out for London from hence
to Day to call upon your Lordship & inform yeu of the Particulars
whfth are Authentick, & which probably in the presefit confus’d
distracted state you may be glad to know. * hope my Conduct &
Sentiments will meet with your Approbation, at least®I can truely
say that I have not consulted any Interest of my own in them &
so far I wish to follow y?)ur Example. I should be eXtremely glad
to wait upon you if I came to Town, but I suppose you will be soon
going into the Country. if you would make this*Place in your way
thither you wquld do me great Honor & 'give me a very sensible
Pleasure. I should then be ablg to talk to you more at large both on
the Subject of what is now passing, & of all which has pass’d since
I last saw y6a, & should have an Opportunity which I should be
very happy in, of assuring you in Person of my constant, wishes for
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o
your Honor & Happiness & of the Affectionate Regard & Esteem
Jwith which, I am, My Rear Lord,
e Your most Qbedient .o
\ & most Fait'ful Humble Servant
. L]

I have a thousand Thanks GEO.RGE GRENVILLE.
to give your Lordship for

your Kindness both to M Crotty *

& M: Strachey e

R* Hon®® Lorp CLIVE.}

[ ] L]
The following day Clive feceived a ghort note from the
Duke ofsGrafton: ° *

“ The Buke.of Grafton preselits his Compliments to Lord Clive, in
Consequence of Lord Hertfords Application, he hAs sent directions
to the Commissioners of the Customs, to order the Presents, which
His Lordship has brought home faom India on Board the Brifannia,
for his Majesty, to be sent directly to Lord Clive’s House, Attended
by an Officer, whq is.to examine them there: It will be Necessary
that his Lordship should send immediately to the Commissioners of
the Customs, a Schedule of the Packages which contgingthe said
Presents that the Commissioners may give proper directions for their
being Landed, and sent to Berkley Squ.élre.

‘“ GROSVENOR SQUARE

20% July, 19677 2

Thomas Whately', politician and Tan of letters, who at
the request of Grenville had called on Clive and had a long
discussion with him regarding public affairs, wrote thus to
him soon aftér their eeting : '

“ M Whatel}7 presents his Compliments to Lord Clive, & acquaints
his Lordship that some Difference of opinion having arisen between, ®
the Duke of Bedford & Lord Rockingham, partly on the American
Measures, & last Nigt more particularly on the Nomination of M
Conway to be Secretarx of State, the Intercourse between them is
now totally af an End.

‘“ PARLIAMENT STREET .
22¢ July 1767’3 .
L] N
On July 23 Gr.envillg wrote again to Clive :
. WorTtoN ®
R » July 23: 1767

My DEeaRr Lorp,—Lord Powis Brou¥ht to me yesterday your very
obliging Letter of the 21 of this Month. I am extreragly happy to

l.Powis MSS. 2 Ibid, 3 Ibid.
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find by it that the Communication which I advised M* Whately to
make to you of what has pass’d, meets with your kind Approbation.,
1 hope that the Audience which you are to haye to Morrow of the
Klng & Queen will add to tho Satisfaction whicl)” you must receive ®
in knowmg the Sense which the Public in genﬁ'a & every good Man
entertains of your ¢ver memorable Services in India. I shall feel a
particular Pleasure in expressing to you here in Person my Sentiments
& shall wait with the utmost Impatience for the Performtnce of your
kind Promise of coming to me,at this Place & offbringing M® Strachey
along with you whom I shall be very glad to see both on his Account,
& as He has had the Happyness to deserve your Approba'uon ®'What
has happened farther Wjth regard t8 ouf Public Affairs since you saw
M. Whately, I have desir'tl our Friend Lord P8&wis (to whogn I have
related all that I know) to inform yoy of ; at the same Time that He
will deliver this Letter to you. The Subject of the presen? Situation
of Affairs both fn, Great Brittain & the East Indies is much too
extensive for a Letter ; I reserve therefore all Comments both on the
one & the other, till I have the IPonor of seeing you here, & in the
mean Time will only assure you of the High Value which I set upon
your Friendship & Good Opinion, & of the perfeot Esteem & Affec-
tionate Regard with which, I am,
* o My Dear Lord,
Your Lordships
enost Obedient
& most Faithful Humble c.Servant
GEORGE GRENVILLE.!

“ © .

The next day Clive was admitted to.private audiences by
the King and Queen, both of whom receivgd him most graciously.
Clive wrote to his friend Verelst, whoohad succeeded hlm in
the Governorshlp of Bengal, as follows:

A .

‘I write the Nabob Mahomed Ali by this conveyance. The
Queen received his presents in the most gracious manner from my
hands. I was in private with her Majesty in heg closet near an hour ;
anfl the chief part of the time was taken up about the Nebob and his
prosperity. The Queen has promised me to write to him in the most
gracious manner, and assured me at the same time of ker dlsposmon
to render the Nabob any service th her power.’2

Two days after his return Clive was mtroduced to the
Goyrt of Directors, when the Chalrman, in"the name of the
Court, congratulated him og his return to his native countr¥, -
and thankedb him for the Very eminent services he had rendered

-1 Powis MSS. 2 Malcolm, Vol. IIL, p. 219. \
) L]
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the Company by his wise and judicious administration of their

. affaire in Bengal.

N On August «2®the question ('f the legacy lefteto Clive
came befores theMCourt of Directors, and it was unahimously
resolved * that his Lordship be empowere® to accept of the
sald legacy or donation, and they doe highly approve of his
Lordship’s generos#ty in bestowing the said legacy of five lacs
in so useful a charity; and they hereby consent and agree
to aclept of the trust of the gid fund, apd will give directions
that the same beecarried into executioz in legal and proper
form.” ? Thaee years, however, passed before this matter
was adJusted The Directors held the opinion that by the
spirit of the covenants entered into by CBve he could not
accept of the legacy without #heir consent. Clive maintained
that, though he had been appointed Governor, he was at sea
at the time the'legacy had been left him, and had received
none of the emoluments of the office, and was tergfore free
to receive the legacy without their consent. The matter was
referred to Fletcher Norton, first Isord Grantley, who had held
the office of AtWorney-General, and on May 6, 1769, he sub-
mitted the following to the Court:q“I am of opinion that
Lord Clive, under thg circumstances of this, is entitled to the
above-mentioned legagy without the consent of the Court of
Directors of the East India Company. ” On April 6, 1770,
the Commlttee & the Military Fund was appointed to carry
into eMect a deed of agreement between Lord Clive and the
Company, and the Fund which owed its origin to his magnificertt®
gener051ty was founded.

Clive had been oply a few weeks in London when he Was
attacked again by his malady, and the physicians ordered that
he must at once leave town. He sef forth for Bath, and,
according*to’his promise, he and Strachey stayed on the way
at Wotton. On August 16 George Grenville wrote thus to him:

Worron e *

Aug* 16: 1767

My DeAr Lorp,—I cannot help transmlttlng toe you without
Delay a Piece of Intelligence which I have receiv’d to Day, as it may

U 1 Auber, p. 157.
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possmly be of use to you to know it. The D. of Bedford told the D of -
Marlborough yesterday at Blenheim that He had receiv’d recent Adv1ce
frgm the D. of Newcastlé that the Parl* would certamly be dissolv'd;®
& ‘that 1t°wou1d probably be (eclar’d at the next®Prorogation of y° e
Parl’! on®y® 31% of this Month. I think the P. 4f Nawcastle likely
to be well inform’d, & to be early appriz’d of a Measure of this Kind,
but I know not the Ground upon which,this Information is founded :
" I shall therefore leave it Yo your own Judgement, & shalkbe happy if
it can be of any use to you, as I sincerely inten® it. Tho’ I would not
_trouble you with a Letter only to return you my Thanks for your
kind Visit to me with M’ Strachey, & for the Hopes you gave me
of repeating it in Odatober, yet ® cahnot omitt doing it now, &
expressing to you the Pleasure I receive in everyoMesh of your Friend-
ship, & assuring you at the Same Time of the sincere, & af&ctlonate
Regard & Respect with which I arﬁ
My Dear Lord,
Your most Faithful,
& most Obedéent Humble Servant
GEORGE GRENVILLE.!

(]

The information proved correct. GrenVille’s Secretary
wrote omy Apigust 28 : “ This day in Council the Parliament
was prorogued to Wednesday the seventh:day of October
next.” The same day Clive addressed to the Committee of
Correspondence at the India House a long ¢etter on Indian
affairs. He again put ¢forward his wide scheme for the
reorganisation of the three Presidency arppies. He advocated
a considerable increase in the numberoof European soldiers

~ sent to India and a new mode of recryltlng,

“ For the present,” he wrote, “ I think it Necessary You should
send out Two Thousand Men, of whom Twelve hundred at th® ledst,
sshould go to Bengal; and I would suggest that Twelve Captains be
appointed, who must Undertake to raise One hundred Men Each:
-This, they will gladly engage to perform, and al a less ejpence than
the Company have usually incurred -by Regruiting. The Men, I
am also Convinced, will be much better Soldlers, than any that can
be Obtained by the Method hitherto practised. It is however to
be Observed, that if your Intention of Adopting this_ Plan, should
transpire, and Officers be pressed upon You by Private Recbmmenda-
tions without Regard to Merit, our Expectatlons from Reinforcement

pgogosed will probably be Disappointed.”

The pay of the subaltegns Jof the Furopean regimenfs
he proposedyshould be raised, but the field officers should
1 Powis MSS. . 2 Ihid.
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depend on their shares in the salt trade for an increase of
.salary, .

The close ofethe letter was agvigorous vindicatien of his
scheme, and, he Yegarded the increase in emolument® not as
an increase of salary, but as a reward for long and good service.
He wrote :_ .

‘“ The Means of reguiting this Reward have frequently engaged my
Attention, & after the most mature-Deliberation, I have found none,
so comvenient, proper or equitable as the Trade in Salt. If You
grant a Commission on the Hevehues the Sung will not only be large
but knovs‘n to the Wérld. The Allowance $eing publicly ascertained,
every man’s Pgoportion will at times be the Occasion of much Dis-
course, EnYy & Jealousy: The Great will interfere in your Appoint-
ments & Noblemen will perpetually solicit you ;o provide for the
younger Branches of their Families—A Commission upon your Invest-
ments, whether upon the Provisien in Bengal or upon the Sales in
Europe is liable to the same Objections.”” ?
®

Clive’s judgment of the Court of Directors was by no
means always sound ; it often rests on his constaht *mistrust
and suspicion of them. Soon after his great success in Bengal
was known in England a motion was made at a General Court
of Proprietors, held on March 18, 1767 :

hd L ]

“ That it is the opinjon of this Court, that the important services
rendered to the Company by Lord Clive merit a grateful acknow-
ledgment and return; and that a grant to his Lordship, and his
persqnal represent%ftlves eof an additional term in the jaghire of ten
years, commencing *from the determination of his Lordship’s present
right tWferein, would be a proper acknowledgement and return for such
important services: and that it be recommended to the Court of ¢
Directors, that, upon any future propositions being made, either to
Parliament, or to His Majesty’s Ministers, this resolution of the Gengral
Court be humbly repre.sented.”

This motion was carried by the bare majority of twenty-
five, but thisevas due to the indiscretion 8 Walsh, Clive’s agent,
who had prematurely brought it forward without consulting
the Directors. Clive was naturally angry at the smallnesg
of* the majority, and he too readﬂy accepted Walsh’s state-
ment that it was due to the he51tat10n of the Directors. When

-
1 Powis MSS.
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he returned to England the question of the jaghtre had not
been settled, but at the close. of Septemper a General Court
was held,ovhen the grant of ghe jaghire for thegears additional, .
which Hhd been recommended at the prewidus meeting, was
conferred on him by a unanimous vote. On October 2 .
Scrafton, who was now a member of the Court of Directors,
wrote thus to Clive at Walcot : ° *

My Lorp,—I very sincerely congratulate you on the Resolution
of the General Court on Friday which‘is carrying into Exécution
with all Expedition, &\ong may you live to enjoy it.

Counsellor’ Wedderburne told Sir George Colebroke Wheatly told
him you had expressed in pretty streng terms (which®werg repeated)
yvour disapprobation of Rous & Saunders for unfitness & Colebroke
& Cust for their Politicks & that you wished to purge the Direction-
of them & many others. Jones Says if these are your Lordship’s
Sentiments it will be becoming your Character to act openly in it
& declare it. The Authority is so good that I suppose it a very im-
pertinent misrepresentation of something that fflay have dropped
from your Lordship in an unreserved Conversation, for I would not
wish you'rezﬁly to entertain such a design, for whatever defects they
may have Certainly the present Directors have the merit of having
very steadily supported youm Lordship while abroad & are entirely
disposed to pay the utmost attention to your adyice at home. Nor
can A Variance take place between them & your Lordship without
fatal Consequences to the® Company’s affairs*by inovations in the
System abroad if thro’ our Divisions the opposite party should Come
in with all their Views & Claims & by fatal Bffects at home from the
keeping up that Contention of Party which is now almost subdued
by our great Superiority & the Servants abread aré@becpme submissive
from the appearance of the power continuing i the same hands &
with it a pursuit of those spirited Measures which-haVe brought them
fo a proper Sense of their duty. If your Lordship conceives any
resentmen} on the Conduct of the Directors respecting the Jaghire
yoar will act from misrepresentation. One or two were Cold on the
Subject by believing themselves the objects of your résentment in
Consequence of Wheatlys Story but the Genefal Sense was We cannot
as Directors recommend so Large a Grant, the fate the question met
with before proves that enany thought it too much, but we will give
our Votes for it. to Conclude My Lord I really think ft fer your own
Honor & for the Interest of the Company to Support the present
§ett.” 1 O. L]

L]
Clive was indignant af the apparent reluctance of the

Directors totake a leading part. in the question of the jaghire.
’ 1 Powis MSS,

’
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But he did ‘not realise the difficult and delicate réle they had
to play. Rous, Scrafton, and many other Directors who were
= his friends and supporters, knew that a substantiglgnumber
of the Court,of theyProprietors wére hostile to themn They
had incurred their hostility by opposing an increase in the
dividend to 12} per cent. which a Ggneral Court, held on
May 6, 1787, had gvoted. The Court of Directors had also
aroused considerable hostility by ®taking legal proceedings
against Mr. John Johnstone and the other members of Council
in England who hgd received" presents fyom the successor of
Meer Jaffier op his accession after the Covenants had arrived.
The inculpated officials were en of wealth who had powerful
political friends, and they threatened to attack the conduct
of Clive at a General Court if jhe prosecution were not with-
drawn. The Court refused. Mr. Johnstone and his friends
exerted all their® influence to effect a change of Directors.
. *But in the election of April, 1767, they failed, and Mr Rous,
an old friend of Clive, was again chosen Chaiman. But
Johnstone and his party, having splif £125,000 stock into shares,
were a powerful factor in the Court of Proprietors. It was
due to their support that the dividend was raised to 124 per
cent., and at the same General Courf, held on May 6, 1767,
the motion was carrled that the prosecution be withdrawn.
Considering the defeat *of the Court of Directors on a matter
so closely cotnecked vith Clive, and that Johnstone and his
party had alreddy threatened to bring forward a motion with
regard to his conduct, his friends in the Court displayed cong
siderable tact and judgment in getting the extensien of the
jaghire carfed unanimously without a debate. The intractable
Clive, however,. refuséd to take an impartial view of the inci-
dent. On October 6 he answered Scrafton’s letter. After
accusing theeDirectors of “rank infernal jealousy and envy,

to conceal and lessen my services,” he observes :
. .
« d cannot but take notice of one paragraph of your letter ; thateiift
Directors thought the grant loo largg, ang therefore would not recommend
it : 1 am therefore the more obliged to the Proprietorsswho were all
of a different way of thinking. o
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“ I am obliged to you for your advice about my concfuct towards
the Directors, because I am persuaded you mean me well ; but know,
Scrafton I have a judgment of my own, which has seldom faild me,
in®cases €f®much greater congequence than wifat®you recommend.
As to tife support which, yo1} say, was givenp 4 my, government,
when abroad, by the Directors, they could’not have done otherwise,
without suffering in®their reputation, and perhaps quitting the Direc-
tion. In return, let me®ask, whose interest contributgd to make
them Directors, and keep them so ? My -conduat wanted no support,
it supported itself, because it Was disinterested, and tended to nothing
but the public good. From the beginnjng it put all mankipd at

.defiance, as it does at this hour: ardshad the Court of Directors
thought fit to make my® cqnduct more public than they have done,
all impartial and disinterested men must have done me iustice. How-
ever, that remains for myself to mak® known, ‘when convenient and

proper.”’ .
°

He proceeds to state “ that swhat Whately is said to have

told Wedderburn is absolutely false,” and he thus closes it :

“ However, as I have often said before, and say now, there is nothing
the Dlrectgrsocan do shall make me lose sight of the Company’s true
interest. Upon principle, I would always stand by the East India
Company : I am now farther bound by the ties of gratitude. This
is the ground upon which I n8w stand, and upon which I will risk
my reputation. No little, partial considerations shll ever bias me.”

Clive had a tendency £0 call his own motives by their best
names—a tendency which is specially pox’onounced in Writing
familiar letters to the friends who had been W1th him in proud
past years. Clive was also annoyed at the CQurt'of Directors
not accepting his measures of reform withoat discussion.
Rulers who have exercised enormous power and governed
great depeadencies find it difficult to realise that the first duty
of & controlling office is to control. Scrafton, the staunchest
of friends, wrote to him on October 9:*“ I only know the
pains I take to keep things rightsbut unless you come to town
and support me I canndt maintain the proper systeq.” The
next day he wrote to Clive informing him that “ The Com-
mttee ” had * determined to raise 2080 Mch including 100
Experlenced Serjeants . . . They then Considered what youe
Lordship has recommended %o them respecting the forming
the Regiment3 with two Batallions each of 500 Men, in the
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Execution of which they meet with difficulties.” 1 Scrafton
Jproceeded to discuss,in detail the difficulties that had arisen,
,and asked him éo®send at once his opinion regarfisg thefn,
as the letter,to Bengal would be &1spatched next week. The
same day Scrafton sent another letter to Clive, saying, * Old
Lawrence has been with us & very much-approves your Military
Plan, & he & Caillaud are formlng the Madras Troops on the
same plan. I have a thousand questions to ask on the Bengal
Affair® too long to write uhless I find We must give over seeing
you.” 2 On the 19th Scrafton sent.td? him a conciliatory
letter cofleernipg the strong agpeal he had made for not abolish-
ing the plan he had adopted for conductlng the salt trade.
Scrafton wrote :

“ The Committee cannot quite Con.cur in your Lordship’s Opinion for
continuing the Salt Trade in the hands of the English, They still think
such a Monopoly i the hands of those who possess such an over
ruling Influence in the Government will be liable to greaf, Abuses,
they therefore have under Consideration some other mode to reward
their Servants & wish to have your Lordship’s Opinion in what manner
the most Revenue can be Secured to ®he Company with the Least
Opposition.” 3 ®°

Clive was evidently greatly annoyed at the decision, for,
on October 13, we ftnd the patient Scrafton writing thus
[ ]

to him :
® .

“1 have-]ust re® ye favor of y* two Letters & am very sorry at
the Sentiments that are taking place in your Lordship’s mind about
the Directors except what relates to your intention to pursue the
good of the Company without regard to individuals. If yougl.ordship
was in Town they woudd desire Conferences with you as they do with
General Lawrence and you would have weight to Carry any thing
you please, what is wanted is a free discussion, without which men
without the necessary local Knowdedge cannot Comprehend nor be
Convinced.” ¢ . °

[

Clive was at Walcot recovering from a severe attack of
illness accompanled by- excruciating pain which had attackgde
hith during a visit to Birmingham, On October 10 Grenville
wrote to him : o

1 Powis MSS. 2 Ibid. 3 Ibid. ¢ Ibid.
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. B
. Worron
R Oct: 10: 1767
» My Dgag Lorp,—I heard with great Concermofgyour being Seiz’d

with an dliness at Birminghan® in yofir Way to Town, & was much ¢

+ griev’d, at our being disappointed of the Pleasdre which we propos’d
to ourselves in Seeimg your Lordship Lady Clive & M" Strachey here
according to your kind Iatentions, & still more so for the Cause of
it. I flatter myself from your Letter that yoy are now in a great
Measure recover’d from it, & ¢hat the Quiet yout now enjoy at home
together with the Use you propose to make of the Bath Waters will
entlrely complete the Cure, & that I shall have the Happiness®o see
you in Town in the. Wmter in perfect Health. Allow me to express

the Satisfaction which I fctl at the Sense which®the General, Court of -

the Eatt India Company have shown glmost ungnimously of the great
& eminent Servicgs you have perform’d for them, which tho’ of a very
different Kind, have not been less conspicuous or less difficult in your
last Expedition to India, than in the former. No One can be more
desirous to do Justice to them tfan I am, or more glad to embrace
every Opportunity to show the Value which I set upon your Friend-
ship, & to manifest the Sincere Esteem & Affectidhate Regard, with

which I
%m,g My Dear Lord,

Your Lordship’s,
Most Obedient
& most Faithful Humble Servant
GEO%RGE GRENVILLE.
Mrs. Grenville joins w1th°me
in offering our best Respects
to Lady Clive, & I beg the .
Favor of you to make my o
Kind Compliments to M* Strachey.?! ° .

At the close of October, when at Styche, Cliye had e;nother
attack of his malady, and his physicians advised him to return
at once Lo Bath. On November 7 he wrote from Bath to
Verelst : ¢ o

““ With regard to myself, my health has been very indifferent ever
'since my arrival ; but I am now following a regimen which has done
me much service, and will, I hope, recover me entirely. I have met
with the most gracious Yeception from the King ande Qgeen, and a
very respectful and honourable one from the Court of Directors;
nor is there any doubt of my getting an Englisly Peerage, whenever
-4 gpake application for that purpose, whiclf, I understand, is always
the custom : but the very unsettled Administration, and my private
notions, will not admit of mY aPplying at present. Hereafter, in
all probablhtg, the thing will come to pass.” 2

1 Powis MSS. 2 Malcolm, Vol. IIL, p. 2.16.
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Clive then proceeded to express his opinion regarding
the conduct of the Directors towards him :

o ® ®e o *

“ You see my jaghire is al last dontinued to me and my repre-
sentatives for ten years after the expiration of my present right.
I am more obliged to the Proprietors for this gramt than to the Direc-
tors, who ’Ehrew a great deal of cold water upon it. Indeed, their
whole conduct towargds me and my associates in Committee has shown
weakness, or something worse ; for eéihey have upon all occasions
endeavoured to lessen the acquisitions we have obtained for them,
and k‘ept everythitig that nlight gontribute to our reputation as secret
as possible ; and, if.Parliament had not prqught our transactions to
light, mmnkind would have been ignorant of what has been done.
In short, they® appeas very enwous and jealous of my influence, and
give ear to every idle story of my being hostile towards them. Every
thing looks as if we were not upon good terms. They have even
asked my opinion upon their affaigs in such a mean, sneaking manner,
that I have informed one of them, unless I am applied to in form,
and unless more attention be paid to my advice, I shall decline giving
any whatsoever.® Thus stand matters at present ; but how long
they may remain so I know not, nor what changes may happen at -
the next election. , .

““ From the manner in which I carried the extension of the jaghire,
1 conclude the Directors will pay more attention to my opinions than
they lately did ; $ut it will be rather through fear than inclination.
They desired, and I consented to a conference with them, and
intended going to London irom Shropshire on purpose; but my health
has obliged me to comg to Bath, where I daily expect a deputation
to consult on many important points which the gentlemen cannot
themselves readily determine upon.”

In reading fhis letter and some others written at the
same time, we must remember the malady which clouded the,
intellect and deepened the gloom of an imperi(&s nature.

" Scrafton’s, letters *could hardly be regarded as seekinge his

opinion in “a means sneaking manner.”” On October 29 the
Court of Directors had sent him the following courteous

letter : .. .

My Lorp,—In_consequence of your Lordship’s Letter of the 222
Instant the Genifemen.'of the Committees of Correspondence apd
Breasury meet at this House on Monday next the 2¢ of Noveber
at 12 o’Clock precisely, when othew hope to have the honor of
your Lordship’s Company, if that time will be convenient to your
Lordship. Some Hints of the Subjects upon whith your Lord-
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. [ ]
ship’s Sentiments will be then desired, I have the honor of now

enclosing. : . o .
., oo I am with great Respect o o : ‘
° . My Lod .

Your Lordship’s most Ohédt .

. most humble Servant
. Rogs"™ JaMEs
East INnD1a House : *  Secvt
29% October 1767. R °

On November 4 the Court of  Pirectors again wrete to

him : ',

My Lorp,—I have it in Command from the Court of Directors
of the East India Company to infor® your Lordshlp, tha® the Com-
pany’s Seal has *heen this Day affixed to the Instrument for the
Extension of yofr Lordship’s Jaghire, in consequence of the
Resolution of the General Court of the 23" September last, and that
it lays here to be delivered agreeable to your Lordship’s Directions,
as does likewise the Counterpart of the same to bg executed by your
Lordship when you come to London. I am to add also, that the
said Courd mpst sincerely wish your Lordship a happy Enjoyment of
this Mark of the Company’s grateful Acknowledgment of your eminent
Services.
’ I am with freat Respect

My Lord, ‘o
Your Lordship’s most Obedient
® and most humbfe Servant
. RoB™ JaMEs

East INpIA HoOUSE °o Secv 2

Lonpon 4% November 1767. . \
L] .

L] L
Regardless of ill-health and much suffering, Clive’s attention
» hent steadfastly upon Indian affairs. On November 14 he

wrote toghe Court of Directors :

o
TH

o 14% Now 1767,

GENTLEMEN,—The Duty which I owe to the Company will not-
suffer me to be silent on a Subject wherein their Interest seems so
deeply concerned.

1 learn, and with Surprise, that You propose to lay open the
Salt Trade, receiving only a Duty of Ten Rypees ypon every hundred’
Magnd at the Colarries or Places where theeSalt is made.

Permit me to repeat to You that the Trade in Salt, was alwags
a Monopoly, CO]a Wazied, arfi other Merchanis long before him,
giving to the", &Nabob and his Ministers near Two hundred Thousand

1Powis MSS. . 2 Ibid.
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. . :
Pounds in Money and Presents, for the exclusive Privilege. The
Natives never had the Advantages You now propose to give them,
and will be greatly, astonished at so unexpected and extraordinary
Indulgence. . . 0.. .

Althoughe You nfay think proper to deprive your Servants of
those Advantages which I so strongly recommgnded in my Minute
in Committee, upon the Subject of new odelling the Salt Trade,
yet I cannet help taking the liberty to request You will most maturely
deliberate upon yout present Plan before You issue an Order which
will deprive the Company of Three hundred thousand pounds P Annum,
a Summ which I ameof Opinien they are justly entitled to, if they receive
the Benefits which their Strv&nts lately received, and the Duties
which the Select Corftmittee allotted to them fipon this Trade ; whereas

(] .
the Companyeby your laying the Trade open, and taking only ten
Rupees P hundred Maund, wifl receive only £31,500.

I must farther presume to observe to You,.fhat even upon the
Plan you new propose, the Trade will, as it ever musi, continue, in
some Degree, a Monopoly, and éhat the Servants, from the Power
and Influence they have throughout the Country, may be concerned
in it to what Ewtent they will, under their Banyans and the black
Merchants.

It was only by Accident that I became acquain{edswith your
Intentions. I am entirely a Stranger to the Contents of the Letters
which are now upon the point of being dispatched by the Admiral
Watson to the Governor and Council and to the Select Committee
of Bengal; but € hope this Representation will reach You in good
time, that You may,reconsider an Objegt so very important fo the
Company’s Interest.

®I have the honor to be
b Gentlemen
o Your most obed® Servant

L t J
* . . CLIVE,!

The Courf sent a firm answer on November 20 :

My Lorp,—The Committee of Correspondence and Treasury hase®
received the Honouy of your Lordship’s Letter of the 14%«November,
and in deference to your Opinion have reconsidered the Subjeet of
the Salt Trade and the Committee remain fixed in their Resolution
to abolish the Monopoly of Salt, esteeming it a Duty the Company
owe to the Natives of the Country to protect them in their Natural
right to gn open Trade in the Commodifies made & Consumed in
the Country, and to limit the Trade of the Europeans within the
Phirmaund Boungls; TThis and the Conciliating the Affections of
the Natives (which they esteem the best Security of the Revenugs)
By a Reduction of the Price of this material necessary of Life,lixave
been the Chief objects of their® Atfention in the Regulations they
have formed ; The Committee were in hopes your Lgfdship’s Health

N 1 Powis MSS.
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[ ]
would have permitted You to favor them with the Conference they
desired, disappointed in that, they endeavoyred to obtain the best,
mformatloog they could, but as nothing they cqild learn either from” )
the Conapany S own Records gr the*Opinion of others, pointed oute
the Quantity on which the Duty was to be cdllected, sthey had Cal-
culated the Rate 0fa10 Sicca Rupees per 100 Buzar Maunds, as bearing
a proportion to what they conceived was formerly levied by the
Government, but as your Lordship’s Letter, by giving them your
Idea of the produce of that duty, points out tRe Quantity on which
it is to be collected, they find the Sum far short of what was Expected,
and have accordingly ordered the Duty to ke proportiomed to
Revenue of £100,000 (not to excee®) £120,000 P Annum and to the
keeping the Price at 14) Stcea Rupees or lower,%including Uge Duties.
Your Lordship’s Representations of the propnet} of encreasing
the legal Advantages of the Company’s Superior Servant? have had
their just Welght &ith the Committee, and as the mode of a Com-
mission on the Revenue has several Precedents both in Bengal and
on the Coast, and was the mode ®our Lordship adopted for recom-
pensing the President for the giving up his Trade, the Court have
thought that the most Eligible, and have accomlingly ordered 23
P Cent on .the whole Revenues, deducting the Tributes to the King
and the Nalob, and the stipend to the Ministers to be set apart as
a fund for encreasing the Gratuities to the Servants, of this the
Governour has 31 out of 100, Shares and the Select Committee, the
Council residing in Calcutta, and the Field Officers are all so con-
sidered, that a very few Years’ continuance in tReir Ranks, insures
them That moderate Independance, which ought to be the bounds
of thelr Expectations.
I am with great Respect *
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most Obed1ent
& most Hum™ Serv = .
Ra8" JaMEs
East INDIA HoOUSE Sec¥ 1
LONDL20”' Novem’ 1767,

s

L4 .
L] .
Clive pointed out to the Commons }the disastfous conse-

quence of this decision: ° .

““ The servants recelved the two and a half per cent on the revenues ;

they traded in salt as much as ever, but without paymg the duty,
and 1 am well informed that the Company, from the time of the
:ik?olltlon of the Committee’s plan to this Bpur, Rave not received a

ﬁhng duty. Finally, the Court of Directors suffered this brangh
of trade to revert to the veryechannel from whence had flowed all
those abuses® émd all those misfortunes which they had so loudly

1 Powis MSS.
L ]
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complamed’ of. This trade, contrary to their own ideas of equity
to thg natives, and contrary to the advice of the sages of the law,
is now laid open tg the English, and to every European, as wel] as
native, inhabitafit of Bengal,eBehar and Orissa. The c&%seqaences
of this we are still towlearn. As the case stands at present, the Court
of Directors have in all this time (five years) gjven up no less than
£1,500,000 which the Company ought to have received if the emolu-
ments taken from the servants had been added to the duty pro-
posed by the Selec® Committee. And in this sum is not included
the two and a half per cent commission granted out of the revenues.”

During Decémber Clive stayed at Bath, and, though he
had fregquent att#tks of his malady, ht carried on a regular
correspopdertce with numergus friends in Madras and Bengal,
and with Walsh and other agents, regardmg the campaign
to be pursued at the next election. From boroughs in almost
every county there came presSing invitations for him to name
a candidate. Jle wrote to Verelst:

‘“ We shall come very strong into Parliament this year—seven
without opposition, probably one more: Lord Clive® SPrewsbury ;
Richard Clive, Montgomery ; William and George Clive, Bishop’s
Castle ; John Walsh, Worcester ; Henry Strachey, Pontefract ; and
Edmund Maskely.ne., probably either for Whitechurch or Cricklade.”

Walsh, besides.being Clive’s cogfidential agent, was also
in close relationship, with Grenville. On December 19, 1767,
Grenville sent to Cliwe this important letter:?

. ® . BortoN STREET
* e . Dect 19" 1767

M¥ DEar ﬂoan,——-l desir’d M* Walsh to inform you of such Par-
ticulars relative to our Political Situation as I was then appriz’d®
of, & as I have now an Opportunity by the Means ¢ gny Friend
General Irwin, who & setiing out for Bath, & will deliver this Lgtter
to you, to inform you of what I have heard this Morning concerning
‘the Arrangement to be made for some of the D : of Bedford’s Friends,
I would not omitt giving you she earliest Intelligence of it. That
Arrangement I am told is settled in theefollowing Manner. Lord
Gower to®be Lord President, in the Room of Lord Northington, who
retires upon a Pension of 4000L a year; Lord Weymouth {to be Secre-
tary of State for®the Rorthern Department, in the Room of Gen.
gonway, who retires to the Lieutenancy of the Ordnance, & % .to
have the first good Regiment ; ¢The D. of Marlborough to have the
first Vacant Garter ; Lord Hillsborough to have a ne.w created Office

1 Powis MSS.
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of third Secretary of State for the Plantations, with'a new Salary,
& Lord Sandwich to be one of the Post Magters General insfead of,
Lorcl Hillshorough ; M Rigby to be one of the Yice Treasurers of
Ireland gnstead of M Oswald, who %etires upon a Provision to .be®
made for his son; Lord Charles Spenser to Rave the Vacant Seat
at the Admiralty Beard.® This I have reason to believe is the whole
of the present Change, & I sincerely wish it may be attended with -
an Alteration of Public Measures for the better, which®is the only
Alteration in which the Public is concern’d. “The Committment of
the Bill for restraining the E. India Company’s Div™ is put off
till after the Holydays, by which Time I flattes myself that your
Health will be recover’g. so as to effable you to come to Town & to
give us such Information ®of the State of their®Affairs, as Jnay pre-
. vent any Imprudence or Rashness from the JLompany on the one
Hand, & any Viplence, Injustice, or Breach of Public Faith from
the .Parliament ongthe other. To these Public Motives which make
me ardently wish for your Recovery, let me add those which arise
from the personal Friendship, &®Sincere Regard I truely bear to
you. General Irwin who will deliver this Letter to you is in all Respects
a very worthy honorable Gentleman & a Particuler Friend of mine,
& as such I hope will be agreable to you, if you are well enough to
See Him.* fer my own Part, My Dear Lord, you will find me exactly
in the Same Opinions as you left me, & I shall be happy if in the
middest of these Changes, which M’ Walsh will have told you I
see without the least Anger or Uneasiness, I cap preserve my Public
Character, & my Private Friendships, the fornfleg I trust is in my
own Power, & the latter Ighope I shall never.forfeit, especially that
with which you have honour’d me, & which I shall aliways endeavour
to maintain by the.cordial & Affectionate R8gard, with which I am,
My Dear Lord, °
Your Lordship’s, °

Most Faithful, . «
& most Obedient Humble Strvant e
. - ) GEORGE GRENVILLE.
1 beg the Eavor of your '
Lordship %o present M™ . .
L]

Grenville’s & my Respects
to Lady Clive & my best Compl®
to M* Walsh & M® Strachey .

1 Whately wrote to Gremwille—Monday, December 14, 1767: ““ I called at
your house just to tell you the following particulars concerning®thenegotiations
with the Bedfords, which I take to be authentic.”—Grenville Papers, Vol. IV.,
p. 194. Walpole writes: ‘* The negotiation wasgat length completed on the
lith of December on these terms:—Mr. Conwayewas to remain Secretary of
State till February, and then resign the Seals to Lord Weymouth. Lord Gower
to be President ; Lord Sandwich, P tmagter ; Rigby, Vice-Treasurer of Ireland,
with the promige of Paymaster on the first opportunity ; a Garter to the Duke
of Marlborough,egnd a Baron’s Coronet to Mr. Brand, when any Peers should
be created ; with some less considerable places for others of their dependants.
Yet did even this arrangement cost nine thousand, others said fiftgen thousand,
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[ ]
On the T.etter is noted ““ Ans® 28" ”; the following is

the #nswer : .
L BatH, Decembef 98, 1367.-

L]

Dear Sin,—I sheuld long ere th& have acknowledged the receipt
of your very obliging letter by General Irwin, h.ad I not been seized
with so violent a return of my old complaint that I was totally
incapacitated from writing, and even now, though I am considerably -
relieved, I cannot eemploy my own hand to thank you for your
repeated expressions of friendship and regard. The relapses of my
disorger are so frequent and dangerous, that Dr. Moysey insists
upon my making all possible shaste to a more temperate climate,
and I have accordimgly determined to set dut in a week or two for
the South of grance and Italy. This journey I am frankly told is
the only thance I ha#ve for a flerfect recovery. I did flatter myself
that my health was so far improved, that I migh® be able to attend
Parliament g little, after the holidays, and I any sure I should have
been happy if any communicatioa of the knowledge I have acquired
(of affairs) in India could have contributed to an equitable arrange-
ment of them far the mutual advantage of the nation and of the
Company. But the establishment of my health must now super-
sede all other considerations, and my best wishes are gll d can offer
to you and the public. The time, I think, cannot be far distant
when your superior abilities as a Minister will oblige the King to
call you again into Administration. ¥8r his sake and for the country’s,
I hope the event & hear, but for your own, I ought, perhaps, to wish
that you might pass {he remainder of your life in the tranquil enjoy-
ment of private friendship, and in pleasing reflections upon that
great and unspotted pudlic character which you have already acquired.
Lady Clive joins with ene in most respectful compliments to Mrs.
Grenville, and 1 have t.he honour to remain, &c., &c.

L ]

* e . CLIvE. !

Early in January, Clive, accompanied by Lady Clive, her
relative Mrs. Latham,; and ** the family party- ” of Government’
House, Calcutta—Edmund Maskelyne, Strachey ahd Ingham
—went to’ Paris. The change of scene and the conditions of
life improved his health. He submitted to the severity of
regimen, reducing the doses of opium which he took to diminish
pain. Om February 9 he wrote from Paris to Verelst :

pounds, a-year to Government. Lord Northington who enriched himself by
every distress and ch!mge, gﬁt three thousand pounds a-year for ceding the post
of President. Lord Hilsborough obtained as much for that of Postmasterg ahd
Jswald was indemnified for the temporary admission of Rigby to the Vice-
Treasurership ; yet was Lord Bute digblea®d with Oswald’s dismission, though
the latter was fallen into a state of dotage, and appeared no mbre.”’—Walpole’s
‘ Memoirs of George IIL,” Vol. IIL, pp. 140-1, d
1 Grenville Papers, Vol. IV., pp. 200~1.
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“ I am certain it will give you infinite pleasure to hea.r of my safe
arrival,at this place, and of my recovery beyond what eitkser my
fri.ends or ngyself could have imagined or expectgd in so short a time. "
The *remdly, I believe, was found omt before I 18t England ; bute
the travelling and climate have undoubtedly @done me much good.
In short, by the time I have spent a few months in the south of
France, and drank the waters of Spa, I doubt not of enjoying a better
state of health than I have done for some years.”" .

©
As Verelst was in distant Bengal, he did not consider it

indiscreet to reveal an importagt gécret. ¢ *

“Let me tell you Mn secret,” he remarke®, ‘that I have the
King’s command to lay before him my ideas of the Cqmpan¥’s affairs
both’ at Home and abroad, with a Promise of his countéhance and
protection in every thing I might attempt for the good of the nation
and the Company.’ .

o .

Clive was a lover of Oriental art and a good judge of what
was best in its many regions. At Paris his intérest in European
art was first awakened, and he * bought a set of historical
tapestries of the celebrated manufacture of the Gobelins;
several capital pictures, twg compleat services of the porcelain
of St..Cloud.” From Paris Clive went to Fongainebleau, where
it is said he met Bussy, and if the Frenchman’s account of
their conversation is to be credited, it. was in substance as

follows : ‘o

‘“ Bussy who was the declared enemy of Monsjgur de Lally, atiri-
buted the unsuccessful attempt against Madrass p the®logs of+ Pondi-
cherry, and the total expulsion of the French from sthe provjnces of
Bengal, to thataunfortunate general’s misconduct, avarice and
dbstinacy. Lord Clive replied, that he looked upon Lally as,a brave
and experifhced officer, whom he thought degerved a bey;er fate ;,
th#t he was not perhaps a proper man for the first command of the
French forces in Indih, as really the event hae shewn, that ever since
he had assumed it, excepted a few encounters where the French had
the advantage, their affairs went ‘on the decline on the peninsula
of Indus (sic) after they fiad lost their chief emporium,sby Mr. Lally’s
ill luck, or want of judgment. But, continued his lordship, it would
“be ungenerous to lay to his charge, all your errgrs and disappoint-
wmeats in Indostan. Mr. Dupleix’s craft an@ policy had given to the
French a great ascendency over the country powers, whom he begln
to divide. In order to rule Sver *them, you forced us to counter-
balance the agls of French finesse, (allow me the expression) by an
army more formidable than either you, or us, had ever sent into
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India. In this mutual struggle for the emplre of the East, we Were
more fortunate than you; and as rivals in arms, we thought our
*victoribs inadequate td® our expectations, if we did not prevent your
' e future settlement® in the Bengal provinces. °e .

“ As for making and deposing ndbobs, which is the grhind field
of impeachment of my enemies ; you know, sir, that Mr. Dupleix
had for the first example, your principal officers %s well as ours have
received presents from the country power$; if the last time I had
the honour to commneand in Bengal, I put a stop to this prevalent
custom, it was because divers officers®of inferior rank in the army,
claimed the same favours gs veterans; and I know an officer who
has his fortune to make, wilk fight better, than he, who has acquired
one beyond his sanguine wishes.” s @

“ < Bt pray,’ said Mr. De Bussy, ¢ you cannot flatter yourselves
to remain®the absolute rulers o Indostan ; all the Europeans settled
in those parts know, that the nabob’s are mere «cyphers, even the
Mogul himsglf, are the mere tools of your uncéhtrolled power and
dominion. It is not from the Asjatic princes that I expect a revolu-
tion, but from us, the Dutch and the Danes, especially if the English
government leave, your East India company in possession of immense
acquisitions, that they will not be able to preserve or enjoy As
for us, the trade to the East Indies is free and open ;_ it,is become
a national concern, a fine field for adventurers, who may some day
be powerfully supported by an army sufficient to assist the country
princes, in recovering their indepefldance and their territories.
Believe, my lord, we’ have not given up India, our claims lay dormant
at present, and we shall lay them, when we can assert them with
the sword.””’ !

®

From FontainebleBu, Clive, passing through Orleans, where
he made a brief hal, travelled to Lyons, where “’he pur-
chased a great quantlty of velvets, rich silks, silver and gold
tissues, &c., designed for his use, or presenis to some of his,
correspondents in India.” From Lyons he' -pgoceeded fo

‘ Avignon.  Every 8tage of the tour brought some prooﬁ of
the interest which kis presence aroused in the minds of the
chivalrous French, and the letters he received display their
desire to, wglcomé their illusirious aneagonist. At Avignon
“ he was' received with great distinction by the Pope’s Vice-
legate, and the noblh.ty and gentry of this capital vied with
each other in showing to this noble guest the same respett
and attention.” Towards the ertd of February Clive reached

1 Cardccioli, Vol. IL, pp. 405-7. o

)
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Montpelher where he resided for some time. His health having
greatly improved, he returned to Paris angd went on to Spa to
drinkthe waters. In a letter to him, written on June 28, George
Clive say¥: “ It gives great sdtisfaction to your Frignds on this
side the water to hgar the surprizing accounts of your recovery
and I hope you will never have occasion for the opium.”
At this time Clive must have purchased the lease of Lord
Chatham’s house at Bath, for the letter contains the following

postscript : ““I paid Lord Chatham £767 for his Furniture?” o

Clive’s health having, so greatly improyed, his thoughts
turned once more to Emgland. HIS physwlans 31dv15&d him
to remain on the Continent, as’winter fn England is not
the most genlal oseason in the world. But Clive’s hopes
and apprehensions on behalf of the existence of'the Com-
pany reached unto the heart, and were closely interwoven
with his health and happiness. He wrote to®Verelst :

“ 1 canmotsbut acknowledge that my recovery gives me a more
particular pleasure from the prospect I have of exerting myself in
favour of the Company next winter, a time very critical for them
indeed, since it will then be ﬂnally determined upon what footing

they are to be in future ; whether a part, or the hole, or none of
the power be lodged in-thens hereafter.”

At the end of August Clive started om his return journey.
On September 16 Lord Powis wrote to®him: ‘I take this
opportunity of congratulating your Lord,sh1p,°on Jyour return
to England : I do it more cordially as I understand you are
£ome back in g ’,gd health & are gone to Shrewsbury Races.”
Later on, in,September, Clive was in London, and on the 29th

received the following invitation : ¢ .

‘““The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of®the East India Com-
pany, present their Respectful Compliments to the Right Hon’ble
Lord Clive, and desire theghonour of his Lordship’s Company, to dine
on a Turtle, with the Gentlemen in the Direction, at the®*King’s Arms
in Cornhill, on Wednesday next the 5% of October, at half past three
o’Clock in the afternoon.”” ! ° °

'y *

Durlng Clive’s absence from England one of the most?

memorable elections in the annals of England had taken place:

(-]
1 Powis MSS.
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. . ;
Wilkes wa$ elected for the County of Middlesex. Several of
[Clive’y candidates were successful. John Walsh was elected
for Worcester, butoStrachey was not returned for Pgntefract
till Novembgr. Cliye reappeared‘m Parliament as fnember
for his old constituency Shrewsbury, and he at the same time
plunged into the whirlpool of India Haquse politics. It would
have been ‘well for Clive if he had followed the'sound advice
of George Grenville, *“ to keep yourSelf in the honourable state
of a public man, only contrlbutlng your advice and assistance
when asked to prgserve to this countr‘y that great empire
which y8u had so great a share in acquiring.” But Clive felt
that the future prosherity of ** that great emplre was now at
stake. The agreement made with the Company on February 1,
1767, was 8bout to expire, gnd the Ministry were anxious
that a new agreement should be made for five years, during
which time the® Company were guaranteed the territorial
revenues, but were bound to pay an annuity of £400 000 and
to export each year British merchandise, exclusive of naval
and military stores, to the amoupt of £380,837. Clive had
not approved of fhe first agreement, and he exercised all his
influence in the Court of Proprietors and the Court of Directors
against any renewal, but owing to the united influence of the
\Imlstry and the Dfrectors the proposed agreement was
carried for one year 1n a General Court by a majority of
forty. .On,F ebruary ?0, 1769, Clive wrote to an old friend
in Bengal : .

“ Qur wide and extended possessions are becﬂﬂ%’coo great fog
the mother country, or for our abilities, to manage™<America is
thaking grea.t strides ®*towards independency; so is Ireland. The
East Indies also, I thin.k, cannot remain long to us, if our present
constitution be not altered. A Direction for a year only, and that
time entirely taken up in securing Directors for the year to come,
cannot long ma‘intain'that authority which & requisite for the man-
aging and governing such extensive, populous, rich, and powerful
kingdoms as the East India Company are at present possessed of.
So far are our Ministers f{bm thinking of some plan for securing this
great and national object, that they think of nothing but the preséhf
moment, and of squeezing from Jhe ¢Company every shilling they
have to spare, and even more than they can well spam consistent
with their present circums$tances,”
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About a month later he wrote in the same strain o Sykes :

“The conduct, of the Directors, in commitsing themselves m the .
matngr they¥ have done to Admmlstratlon, is sunworthy of them,
and contfary to their duty aseDirecfors. In my conduct, I have ¢
taken up the great line of future advantage, both to the nation and
to the Company. P spoke long upon the subject.in the House of
Commons, and with some applause, but all to no purpose ; ‘the neces-
sities of the state, and present gain, weighed dogm and ovelpowered
all argument.” . .

On February 27, 1769, “ the Administratéon,” says Wal-
pole, “laid before the FHouse the agreement with the East
India Company, which after a long debate, in yhich®it was
rather discussed,than contested, passed without a ‘ivision,
Grenville h1mself° approving it. Lord Clive spoke against
it, and gave an account of the bad posture of their affairs
in India. He was answered by Governor Johnstone, who
imputed those misfortunes to Lord Clive’s owhn conduct, and
‘even reproached him with the murder of the Nabob.” 1 Burke,
afterwards its most bitter foe, appeared as the advocate of the
Company, and defended the annual election of Directors as
a system under which the Company had progpered. “ Men,”
he observed, ‘‘ continually watched by thgir constituents are
worked into vigour. If the Direction were established for a
number of years the Directors might Sorm themselves into
Cabals.” 2 Clive was greatly annoyed by the agreement being
sanctioned by the House, and in a letter to Sir Robert Barker,
. dated March 5, 1769, he observed: .

“To tell the truth, after the next general election) I find
myself very much disposed to withdraw myselfy from all public con- 4
cerns whatever. My own happiness and that of my family is the only
object I have in view, and that.can only be ®bfained by retirement
from the bustle and noise of a busy, debauched antl: half-ruined
nation.” . . ]

A month after this letter was written the A.prﬂ election
at the General Court was held, and Sglivap and his friends

L
' 0. The murder of Sura]a -ud-Dowlah, one of the greatest of the lying charges
brought against Clive in the numegous scurrilous pamphlets issued by Jolth-
stone and his pagty.”’—*“ Memoirs of the Reign of King George IIL,” by Horace
Walpole, edited Ry Sir Denis Le Marchant, Bart. Yol. I1L, p. 341.
2 Ibid., ibid. N. p. 242, '
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regained fheir power in the Court of Directors. This was

, chiefly due to the ipfluence of the Ministers who were jealous

o of Clive’s polisicat power always exercised in fawahr of the
Grenville party. &renville had® opposed the expulsion of
Wilkes from the House, and when Wedderhyrn, the most able
Scottish la‘Wy.er, had, on account of his defence of the electors
of Middlesex, to &acate his seat for Richmond, Clive took
steps for providing-him with another scat. On May 9 he
wrot thus to Wedderburp :o

. ‘WesecoMBE, May 9, 1769.

Sm,—'—I am sorry that any personal or party motive should have
deprived “you of thal seit in Parliament which you filled with so
much honour and unbiassed ability. If anotheyseat be acceptable,
I have one at your service, in which you will at all times be at liberty
to exert your talents upon your®own principles. I am, with senti-
ments of the greftest esteem, &c., &c. CLIVE.L

Wedderburn replied as follows :

. *
LincoLN’s INN FieLbs, May 10, 1769.

My Lorp,—I1 cannot be sorry foman incident that has produced
to me so distingpished a proof of your Lordship’s esteem. The
principles which govern your conduct are so truly honourable, that
1 have not the least scruple to accept the offer you are so obliging
as to make me, and k am extremely flattered to receive it at this
time from one whose epprobfgion of my conduct the world will
respect. I have the honour to M, &c., &c.

c e e * AL. WEDDERBURN.2

The same day Clive wrote to Grenville,

‘WESTCOMBE, %‘ 10; 1769.

DEAR Sm,——Inclo;ed I send you copies of my letter to Mr. Wedder-
purn, and his answef.e

I am very sorry myebeing in the country will not permit my
assuring him in person how happy his acgeptance of my offer has
made me, amd I must request you will intimate as much to him;
and my wish that his election®for another place may remain a secret
until the time approackes for my showing him that mark of my
respect and esteem. AMhough I am fully convinced that ministgrial
ifffluence and power can effect nothing against me, yet, by having
six months’ notice, they may ocasi8n trouble and delay in the pur-

1 Grenville Papers, Vol. IV., p, 422, ®: Ibid.
VvV [ ]



370 o  The Life of Lord Cgive o

. '

chase of some estates which I am making in those par%s, for the
purpose of entirely surrounding the town of BLlshop s] Clastle}, with
my own possessmns —I am, &c . CLIVE.!

-]

Clive completed the purchase of some of the estates. He
had also acquired,swhen absent in France, a fine property in
.Montgomeryshire. Clivé had not reached fifty yeass of age,
he had won great victories, pe had ruled a Past kingdom, but
it was difficult to fulfil the desire to obtain power and to use it
well. With wealth to back him, greabcountry Sstates, troops of -
adherents, he would gather influence and be @ power in Parha~
ment and the India House. He did not copsiderethat *his in-
valuable service to England had been suﬁiclently rewarded by
an Irish peerage. ®During his absence in Bengal hg expended
a large sum in adding and improving at *“ Old Styche,” and he
employed William Chambers, whose Somerseg House is an
imposing example of English architecture of the time, to erect
a new great country house in the place of the old mansion. -

Walcot, with its calm variety of distant purple hills, wide
" woods, and green meadows Sloping down to a stream, was his
favourite residence during the summer time. 0 To Walcot he
transferred the exuberantohospitality of the East. The house (
was constantly filled with guests, and i was the centre of
brilliant gaiety and high spirits. en #ife was not darkened
by passages of gloom and melancholy, Cljve was the brlghtest
of companions, and 'he entered heartily intd gll the sports
.and enjoyments of, country life. A ducal house in Belgravia,
a fine mansja:{:f Walcot, a country seat at Styche, many
brogd acres in Shropshire and Wales, did not satlsfy the earth-
hunger of Clive or his love of building.. On December 22,
1769, he wrote to Verelst: *“ When jyou arrive tn England
you will find me at Cl#remont, a delightful 'place, about four-
teen miles from London, and in your way from Potsmouth,
if you land at that place.” 2 He atooncecbegan to make
exttensive and costly alterations in the ‘house.
In January, 1770, Verelstoretired from the Government of

o! Grenville Papers, Vol. IV., pg. 422-3,
2Malcolm, Vol. 111, p. 247,
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Bengal. His tenure of office had been beset with many grave

. diffioulties. The Madras Government entered into an alliance

* o with the Nizem, *and declared war against Hyd®e Alis who

had dethroned his master, the Hindu sovereign, and usurped

his throne, and converted the state of Mysowe into an extensive

and powgrful kingdom. The campdign, ill-managed, raged

for some years, and was brought to a close by a disastrous

peace made in 1769. The expense of this war drained the

treaduries of Madras and,Bangal. Verelst’s Select Committee
wrote to the Cougt : P

“ To. give them eyery possihje support from hence we have deem’d
it indispensably a Duty we owe to you, our Hon’hle Employers ; for,
being Servants of the same Masters, and being emwgaged in one general
Cause, we ®ave regarded the Welfare of your Settlement of Fort
St. George equally with our own®’

They sent them large sums of money, sufficient to support

' the Madras army for some months, and they prpmised them
more in case of need, but ““ we could not but inform them

of the very distressed State to, which this Country must
inevitably be geduced by such considerable exportations of

its Specie.” In a, letter to the Cqurt of Directors, Verelst
gives the following reason for the distressed state of the country :

“ When the provinees of al, Bahar, and Orissa came under
your jurisdiction, they were mih sunk in opulence, population,
and maanac’cure.q fr8m their ancient importance. The almost
contn;ual irruptions of the Maharattas, under the government of
Alliverdy Cawn, and the avarice of the ministegs, Jnder the supine-,
ness of Serajah al Dowlah, the necessities of Meer Jaffier, and the
iron hand of the rgpacious and blood-thirsty Meer Cossim, struck
equally at ghe property of the rich, and industry of the poor ;®and
while it reduced the one to indigence, compelled the other to seek
safety in flight. If " to these, we add, first, the immense amount in
specie and jewels tg the value bf between three and five crores of
rupees, se.creted or carried off by Cossim, after his several defeats
had obliged him to relinquish.all hopes of a reinstatement ; 2ndly,
The royal trlbute. of tyenty-six lacks, and the expence of about
twenty lacks for a brigade, both paid annually out of the provi C8S,
#d consequently out of the sphere of our immediate circulation
3dly, The annual amount of ouw owm, and the other natlons 1nves»
ments, for which no valye is received into the country 4thly, The
large e\ports of bullion to China, and the different presidencies during
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the three last years: And lastly, the unavoidable misilrtune and
capital drain, the immense sums paid into the cash of foreign nations, -
for bills on their respective Companies. I say, ih‘p aggregate of these
several exports must appear ijevitably and immédiately ruinous e
to the most flourishing state, much less be deemed talerable to a
declining and exhaugted country!”1

In the last year of Clive’s administration a new gold currency
was established, to obviate the scarcity of fhoney due to the
large annual exportation of bullion. In order-to bring gold
to the mint, a favourable rate ofeexchange beétween the new
gold mohur and the silve? coin was fixed on ¢he for_mer; This
had the effect of bringing more gold to the ypint, but ipcreased
the evil by ca,lising more silver to be withdrawn from circu-
lation. *“ A country so exhausted of its coin, angl harassed
by three revolutions rapidly suc@eeding each other, was rather
an object that stood in need of every kind of refreshment and
recruit than one which could subsist under new evacuations.” 2

At thi§ titne a disastrous change was made in the mercantile
system, which did not lead either to refreshment or recruit.
Under the old system “ the trade with India was carried on
upon the common principles of commerce—n&mely, by send-
ing out such commodities as found a demand in the India
market, and, where that demand was Rot adequate to the
reciprocal call of the Europear%arket Jor Indian goods, by
a large annual exportation of treasure,, chiafly (in silver.” 3
The other European companies trading to INdja alko traded

oby a large expoptwf bullion. * This influx of money, poured
into India b an emulation of'all the commercial nations of
Furepe, encouraged industry and promotell culfivg,tion in a
high degree, notwithstanding the frequemt wars with which
that country was harassed, and the victs which existed in its
internal government.” * About the year 17%5 the East India
Company ceased to export bullian regularly to Irfdia, and
it was soon exported from England in meuch sgnaller quantities

tlfan by any other nation. o

1 Fort William, September 26, 17@8. Jerelst, Appendix, pp. 111-12,
2Ninth Repost of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the

Affairs of India—Jmne 25, 1783. Burke, Vol. VIlls, p. 46,
3 Burke, Vol, VIIL, p. 42, ¢ Ibid., p. 43,
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In 1786, soon after Clive left Bengal, a large portion of
+ the surplus public wevenue was employed in the purchase of
e goods for exgorfation to, Englend. This was ®allede‘“the
Investment” The drain of the products of the country,
taken away without any return or payment to replenish the
trading capital employed by their prbduction, soon produced
its natural evil effects. But the main cause of the diminution
in the revenue and the growing poverty of the masses was
the *vices whicl existed Jneits internal administration. This
was mainly an gdministration of fereigners. ‘ The officials
were mostlv. adventurers frpm Persia; ignorant of the ways
of the people and first principles of govemnment; without
sympathies for Hindus; brought up anfidst the tyranny,
corruption, and anarchy which for centuries had characterised
Persian rule.”” *

, The Court*of Directors sent repeated and peremptory
orders against any interference with the administration of the
Nawab’s government. The Bengal Government were enjoined
to retain the primitive characterseof merchants with the most
scrupulous debcacy. ‘‘The consequences,” Verelst wrote,
‘“are too evidently exemplified inethe decline of commerce
and cultivation, thg diminution of specie and the general
distress of the poor.”’® Vere§g was an able man, and, as Burke
said, the most hones.t of men, but he was not a strong man.
Durmg hs 1u1e 8fficial discipline became again relaxed, expenses
of every department increased, owing to extravagance and,
corruption, and absorbed the diminishing reyenues. Bflls

* were drawn to a large amount on the Gompany, and the inyest-
ments continued tq diminish, alike in quantity and quality.
The Court®of Directors were filled with embarrassment and
alarm. At th1s tite, when the Ministry was extorting £400,000
per anndm *from the Company, the Directors had to face a
diminishing revgnue gnd an increasing debt. The dispatches
from the East revealed a state of disorder and misconguct
in the three presidencies whigh gdemanded immediate remedy.
Vansittart was anxioys to return to Bengal as Fovernor, with

o Wheeler's ““ Early Records of British India,” p. 357



37, o  The Life of Lord Clive o

‘the authority of Governor-General, but Clive by his"influence
prevented the appointment being made. The Court of Dipeetors
the detemrfined to send outqa speglal Commhiss®on, composed
of Vansittart, Luke Scrafton’and Colonel Forde, 5 to super-
intend all the presidencies and settlements, with full power
to correct all abuses, and to dismiss or suspend such, servants
as might appear to have been concerned in sueh proceedings.”
They sailed in the frigate Aurora. After leaving the Cape
nothing more was ever heard of the,vessel or*any on board.
On December 22 Clive swiote as follows:

“The severe blow given the .olde Directors last year,, by the
admission of Sulivayy and so many of his party, has been the occasion
of all that has happened; and we were obliged to compound with
Vansittart for his being Supervisor jointly With Scrafton eand Forde,
to prevent his going out Governor %o Bengal, or Governor-General,
which was the thing aimed at. Mr. Vansittart received all the sup-

port which Ministry, the Court, and Princess Dowhger could glve,
and was very near succeeding in hlS ambitious designs.”

In January, 1770, Verelst resigned the Government of '
Bengal, and was succeeded by Mr. Cartier, who was also an
old servant of the Company. Clive described lym as a gentlé-
man with a good capacityp and solid judgment, of a generous
and disinterested way of thinking. But Ke had not, as Clive
remarked, ‘ sufficient confidenc himself,” and that is a
fatal defect in one who governs%n Oriental prqvince. Cartier,
however, had, during his administration, a greht and'grlevous
Lcalamity to face from the commencement of his rule’ In
Deécember, 1768, and August, 1769, the rice crops in Bengal
were, 'scanty, and the absence of the heavy permdlcal rains
in October produced an almost total fallyre of thé¢ harvest.
The absence ‘of rain led to intense heat, cand’the inferior crops
of grain and pulse, ordinarily reaped between February and
April, were dried to powder, and a great famine ravaged Lower
Bengal and Behar. ¢ Large numbers of people, after vainly
endegavouring to obtain subsistence from*leaves and the bark
of trees, perlshed miserably of starvation, and the fields and
highways were Strewn with dead bodles. We read of ‘ many

1 Auber, Vol. L, p. 272. - .
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hundreds ®f villageg entirely depopulated,’ and it was officially
omRuted at the time that about one-third of the population,
or ten millionsof people, perishedy In many casesdle stgrving
objects sustained themselves w1t{1 the flesh of forbidden and
abhorred animals, and there were instances,in which the child
fed on its dead parents or the mother on her child.” * The
Bengal Government and the Nizamut contributed large sums
towards saving people from starfvation. The feeling of the
sacredness of charity iseintgnsely strong in the Oriental, and
large sums were subscribed by private jndividuals of all ranks
and creeds. . Owing to the famine, trade was completely dis-
orderedy the reventies Hecreased to a vast ex’gent, and, instead
of a surplus being remitted home, heavier bills had to be
drawn on%he Court of Direcfors. At this time the Court of
Proprietors declared a dividend of 12} per cent. The outlook,
at home and #board, caused Clive sorrow and anxiety. On
February 15, 1770, he wrote :,

-

“I will not frouble you with the situation of affairs in England,
Anarchy and confusion seem to haye pervaded every part of the
British empire. In vain can we expect our affairs shall flourish
abroad, when a® is going to ruin at home. The Directors are so
divided among themselves, and so mugh taken up in struggling for
power at every general election, that they have quite lost sight of
the Company’s intere$t, which is daily sacrificed to their own views,
and the views of particular N‘letors, to answer their purposes.

“ With regard to myself, having struggled long enough against
the titde te véry létile purpose I am determined the approaching elec-
tion §hall put an end to my activity, in support of any set of men
whatever. It is beyond my power to do the €ompany any farthem
service ; and the disposition to ease and retirement, gains ground

Towards the aldse of the same year Clive’s desire to retire
from public affairg was strengthened by the death of his intimate
friend, Geosge Grenville. On November 14, 1770, Wedderburn
sent him the sad tidings. *‘ The misfortune we dreaded has at
last happened,”® he wrote:

* I could not prevail upon myself to send you the first account of
it, knowing from my own expeﬁen@e how much you jvould feel upon

1% The Famihe in India,” by G. W. Forresf, p 3.
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such an occasion. I had it immediately in my view for three days
together, and yet I was shocked with the event fhat I had expegjed.”

[ ! . L4
Fdur 8agrs after, Clive write thes to him from Bath :
L]

[ ]

“Mr. Grenville’s death, though. long expected, could not but
affect me very sever®ly. Grasitude first bound me to him: a more
intimate connection afterards gave an opportunity of admiring
his abilities, and respecting his worth and integrdy. The dissolution

of our valuable friend has ship®recked all our hopes for the present ; °

and my indisposition hath not only mgde me ipdifierent [tg the

world of politics 1], but to the world in general. What effect -

returning health may hayge, I cannot answer for ¢ but if I can judge
for myself in my present situation, I wish to support that irfdepend-
ency which will be approved of by nfy friends in partlcular, and by
the public in general. My sentiments are the same as yours, with
regard to our cond®ct in the present times.” o

After the death of Grenvillzz, Clive took less interest in
home politics, and refused to attach himselfeto any party.
He had discovered that party interests do not always coin-
cide with Imperial interests. Lord North, who had succeeded:
the Duke of Grafton as Prim% Minister, was a personal acquaint-
ance of Clive’s, and friendly letters had passed between them.
He was most anxious to secure the support of elive. Wedder-
burn became, after Grenville’s death, North’s Solicitor-General,
and he wrote thus to Clive on 1\?9, 1773%

‘“ Lord Rochford 2 a few days g0, desired that I would ask your
Lordship if you would allow him to talk o®er Igdian affairs with
you. He says that it is his duty to bestow more sattention, than
JQas hitherto been egiployed upon an object of the utmost conse-
quence to the nation, and that he wishes to improve or to form his
ideas from your conversation.” R . '

. R °
A few days later Clive, in his replys gave vent to his
feeling : . ° *

“ I am happy to find L8rd Rochford thinks so fustly qf the import-
ance of our possessions in the East Indjes ; and yet in thes® times of
[discord] and confusion, much, I fear, canngt be expected from his
laudable endeavours to benefit the public by securifig and improving
ou? &cquisitions in those parts. When I returned to England in
the year 1767, my thoughts wege much taken up with the flatter-
ing prospect of bassisting Government to co.mplete a work which 1

1 Defect in the MS. t Then one of the Secretaries of §tate.
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had only begun 5 and I intimated as much to the King in a private
audiegce which I was, honoured with soon after my arrival; but a
tedious ind severe 1llness prevented me from carrying my 1deas into
execution, and “fforded me leisure for reflection. Th® ®esuld was,
that I soon perceived that unless a settled administration, possessed
of both resolution and power adequate to the object, undertook
thoroughly to engage Parliament in the business, no material advan-
tage could be obtained for the nation by any light I could give. After
my recovery, I ha& many conversatlons with Mr. Grenville upon
the subject, who, to the last, was of the same way of thinking.
Mr. Strachey has, with the materials I have furnished him, under-
taken that task; but I think he cannot complete the work in
less than eighteen enonths. You are aeguainted with my design
of goind to t}le Spa, and spendlng the next winter in Italy. I
can only®be in Lorfdon®a fe% days at the latter end of July.
If that time should be convenient to Lord Roc¢hford, and he will
signify his pleasure by a few lines, I shall be ready to pay my
respects to his Lordship, and give him all the verbal information
in my power.”.

*

Clive was in London at the latter end of July, but no record
of any interview with Lord Rochford can be found. A most
important subject at that time engaged his mind. As many
months had passed and no news ofthe Aurora had been heard,
the question offsending fresh supervisors was raised. Chve s
opinion was desired. o

“My advice was,” he wrolg to Warren Hastings, * that, as the
prosperity of the Company was 1 become a matter of very serious
natipgnal concern,'lt bghoved them to show that, in appointments
of this nature, tbey were guided, not by the view of particular friends,
but nferely by that zeal which the duty of their station demanded,
for preserving and rendering permanenf our pYssessions in Indig;
and that, therefore, they should turn their thoughts towards men
who stood .high in Bublic character and reputation.” N

He proposed V"e(.iderburn, who had the ability but not the
moral stamina requisite for the trust, My. Cornwall, afterwards
Speaker of the House of Commons and Sir Jeffrey Ambherst,
an energetic and resolute soldler, who had considerable expe-
rience as a rufer. To these Clive suggested that Warren
Fastings, as Governor, and one of the Council, should be ad&ed
and that these five should be 1nvested with all the powers

civil and military. A'mherst declined. ¢

* -
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[ ]

“ As to the two former,” Clive said, thgy might Be prevailed
upon ; but the Directors do not seem ready to embrace any great
comprehensive plan of supervisorship, so as*tg make it am %object *
for men gfesuch consequenceq My Jast propositiBn was, that thee
Company should revert to the®plan of my Gowernmeng, viz. that a
Committee of five should be appointed out of the best and ablest
men in Bengal, of *whom the Governor should be the head; and
this, I imagine, will be alopted.” ! .

. (]

Two years after Warrerr Hastings returned to England he
was summoned to give evidence befere the gommittee which
had been appointed to inquire info €he state of the Company’s
affairs, and the clear "aitd strong view he éxpressed en them
won for him both the regard and®gratitude of his old*masters.
He had spent an8llost the scanty fortune which he had brought
home, and was desirous of returning to India. ¥is applica-
tion to be restored to the servile of the Company was favour-
ably received, and in 1768 the Court of Direetors announced
to the Madras Government the appointment of Hastings to
be second in Council, in these handsome terms :

¢« Mr. Warren Hastings, a gentleman who has served us many
years upon the Bengal esta]}lishment with great ability and un-
blemished character, offering himself to be empl®yed again in our
service, we have, from a cogsideration of his just merits, and general
knowledge of the Company’s affairs, been induced to appoint him

one of the Members of our Coungjl at .Xbur presidency and to
station him next below Mr. Du P% 2

At Madras Hastings displayed such %eal eand ability that
the Court of Directors resolved, in April, 1771, to appoint
him second Member of Council at Calcutta, with succession
as President and Governor of Bengal, which at that time wase
the®highest post in the service of the Company. Ift the letter
of congratulation, dated August 1, 1771° which. Clive sent
Hastings, his former goung subordinate, he observed :

“ The situation of affairs requires that you should be very cir- .
cumspect and active. . . . Be impartial and just to the public,

regardless of the-interest of individuals, &here fhe honour of the
nelgon and the real advantage of the Company are at stake, agd

1 Malcolm, Vol. IIL, p. 257. - ©
2Selections flom the State Papers of the Governors-General of India, edited
by G. W. Forrest®C.LE. Vol. L, p. 5. .
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resolute in ®carrying into execution your determination, which I
hepe will at all times be rather founded upon your own opinion than
sthat o® ethers. With regard to political measures, they are to be
edaken accordingsto fhe occasign. en danger arises®eweryeplle-
caution must be madge use of, but al the same time you must be
prepared to meet and encounter it. This you must do with cheerful-
ness and confidence, never entertaining a thou¥ht of miscarrying
till the misfpriune actually happens, and éven then you are not to
despair, but be constantly contriving and carrying into execution
schemes for retrieving affairs, alway$ flattering yourself with an
opinjop that time and perseyerance will get the better of everything.
From the little knowledge I hawe of you, I am convinced that you
have not only abilifies and personal resplytion but integrity and
moderatien with regard to riches ; but I thought I discovered in you
a diffidence in Your own judgment and too great an easiness of dis-
position, which may subject you insensibly to be led where you ought
to guide. Another evil which may arise from it is® that you may pay
too great an®attention to the reports of the natives, and be inclined
to look upon things in the worst instead of the best light. A proper
confidence in yougself and never-failing hope of success will be a
bar to this and every other ill that your situation is liable o ; and,
» as I am sure that you are not wanting in abilities for the great office
of governor, I must add that an opportunity is now given you of
making yourself one of the most distinguished characters of this
country.” °

Clive the sdldier, stern and imperious, blunt and out-
spoken, did not peréeive that the caln judgment and courtly
manner of the youmg diplomat cloaked an inflexible will.
Hastings possessed more pat™gge, equanimity, and command
of temper than €lives Clive had the qualities for laying the
broad,foundatlon, Hastings the genius for erecting the Imperial
fabric. . .

In October, 1771, another attempt was made by Lord North

*to secure the allegiance of Clive. On the 21st Wedderburn
wrote to Clive that,lfe had seen Lord North that morning, and
. ®
‘“ as soon as the busi.ness which Brought me to him was finished, he
began upon tle subject of the East Indies'; to which, he said, the
attention 8f Administration yas now very seriously turned. He
seemed to feel strongly the necessity of taking some steps imme-
diately for the preselvauon of so important an object, and.the diffi-
celty of forming any proper measure for that purpose. From ¢lfe
tenor of the conversation it appegareg to me that no idea had as yet

presented itself that could be the foundation of any Plan; and he

expressed the strongest ‘wish to receive that instruftion upon the
L
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subject which your Lordship alone can give him. I took it upon

me to say that your Lordship had never given any Adminis}ration
regson to_tdink that you would decline doing that servid® to the®
publit, bt that you had nevc& beerd called upon ;®nor had it ever®

appeared to be an object of real attention ®to Government. He -
seemed very desiroys that I should acquaint you how much it was
now become the object of their most earnest attention, and that it
would give him the utmost satisfaction to be able to form his own
ideas upon yours. I did nof undertake the®commission with so
much frankness as I should have done, if it had been only to go from
Downing Street to Berkeley Square; and this gvening I received

the enclosed letter, which I was desired %o convey to your Lordship.”
LI °

The following is Lord North’g letter : | .« .

. DowNING STREET.
° Oct : 29.

My Lorp,—The Solicitor Gengral having ,inform’d°me, that it
is his intention to write to your Lordship by this post, I have
desired him to inclose this note to you ; The very {ptricate & danger--
ous situation of our possessions in India will, probably, make it
necessary to bring them under the consideration of Parliament during
the next Session. The Question is in itself most arduous, & I con-
fess, that I stand in need of much information upon this subject ;
your Lordship, from your extfnsive knowledge of it, can be of great
service to me, & I have no doubt, but that yéus public spirit will
incline you to give me every assistance in your power; I shall be
much obliged to you, if you will do me the honour of calling upon-

me, when you return from Bath ; gour time shall be mine; as I

shall be at home every morning ening® except on Saturdays &
Sundays, you may depend upon f#fding me whenevyer it is convenient
to you to honour me with your company. 9 am, with the greatest
respect, . My Lord, . o
¢ Your most faithful
humble servant
* NoRTH:1 L

. .
Wedderburn proceeded to inform Cléye that from Lord
North’s he went to Lord Rochferd: ° .

[ ] L

‘“ who took up the same subject, and, as his mannerois,.with more
eagerness than the other. He desired me to tell your Lordship,
that he had employed himself in forming a Prgcis of the Indian
affairs, which he wished to communicate to*you; that he was con-
vinced you thought alike with him as to the evils that now subsist,
and that you knew, much BettePthan he could, what were the proper

remedies for thgm.” -
1 Powis MSS. .
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At the *close of ’che letter Wedderburn observed :

- T« It Thight seem add if I omitted fo say to your Lordshlp, uppn
‘the former part’0f my letter, that I #m very much persuMed, *both
the ministers o[ have %een, and particularly the last, will pursue any
plan you point out. Ihave had other conversations with him formerly,
upon the general state of Indian affairs, and, his ideas seem to coincide
very much %with yours.” '

On November 9 Lord North Wrote thus to Clive:

« ® + DownNING STREET.
o 0 Nov 9.

My IforD —~When I had the honour of seeing your Lordship at
Bushy Park, our convérsatton w4 so much engrossed by the important
question of the instructions to the Gov' Gen! & _Council of Bengal,
which is like}y to come on soon before the Court of Proprietors, that
I forgot to mention another gpestion comparatively of smaller
importance, which will be ballotted for tomorrow. I mean, the con-
test between M’ Manship & M Cuming ; I promised the former some
time ago to speak to some of my friends in his favour. I have just
®* learnt that he apprehends that the notion of his having the support
of Administration will have prejudiced some of the Proprietors against
him, which makes it more incumbent upon me to procure him all
the assistance I can, This must be oy excuse for troubling your
Lordship at all, &, especially, for troubling you so late upon this
matter, but, if I do not come too late, gshall think myself obliged
to your Lordship, & such of your friends as can attend upon so short
a notice, for any suppert which you may afford to M? Manship to-

morrow, I have the hohour toNgg, with the greatest respect,

-—

. My Lord,
*+ o * e ® Your Lordship’s
° . Most faithful humble servant,

- NorTH.!

Five days after, Clive received the following from Wedder-

L
burn : .

“1 delivered you» Lordshlp s letter to L. N., who seemed to be
extremely happy by the Tanner.in which you recelved his applica-
tion. From the inghiries which he made #boul your .éngagements
in the coumtry, I imagine he is very desirous of seeing you in town.
But that matter rests more pf‘operly with him, and I only said I
was very sure you’woulcf be very ill pleased to be brought up to no
pyrpose. The other Lord is in the country this week, but retugnms
on Monday next. I should con]ecturg that, his ideas are more forward
upon the affairs of the East thah your correspondents. I am told

1 Powis MSS. ¢
[ ]
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the Directors have compromised the affair of the tea’duties with
the Treasury ; but they have not done me the honour to agquamt
me, upon what terms, though in the outset of. the businef®, I had
somesshar@ fh bringing about afy agreement for the ®ompany. There®
seems to be a good deal of ill-humour at presenteagainst éhe Directors,
which they may feel the effects of, if the alarm at the present state

of affairs in India is not JJuieted soon.’
.

On November 17 Lord North wrote to Clive :

DowWNING $TREET? .
¢ Novr 17. 1771.

My LorD,—Your retdy & most obliging compliance with my
request demands my sincerest thanks: Your Lordshlp w1fl do me
the justice to beheve, that I should not Have“troubled ydu upon a
slight & trifling ocq._asmn ; The very great importance of the matter
upon which I am desirous of consulting you, the necessiy that there
is of taking it speedily under consideration, &, I will freely confess,
the very imperfect knowledge I have as yet obtain’d of it, will suffi-
ciently plead my excuse for this, I am afraid, rather unreasonable
interruption : I should be loth to shorten the-time your Lordship -
has destined to a visit into Shropshire, & therefore, will not press for
the honour of seeing you, befpre it suits your own convenience ;
Give me leave, however, to add, that I feel a considerable degree of
impatience till that moment comes. I am new settled in Town
for the winter, & your Lordship may depend updn finding me at
home any morning or evengng upon giving me eight & forty hours
notice ; I am seriously bent upon this business, ‘& shall certainly
prefer no other to it; The sooner,your L8rdship can favour me
with your company Jhe greater %aﬁon"will it be to,

M¥ Lord o ®
Your Lordslfip’ s e °
" most faithful humble servante
- NortH.1

Wedderburn, who owed his seat to Glive, and was hise -

staunchest supporter, could bardly expegt that Stlivan and .
his party——Chve s most bitter foes in the Ifidia House—would
confide in him. Suliven had been for years a personal friend
of North’s, and his chief adviser, on Indian affhire, and he
‘naturally resented and feared Clive’s jgjning the North party
a@d exercising an influence over the Prime Mmlster. Suhvan,

eputy Chairman of the Court of Directors, knew that the
: state of the Gompany S affans must soon déemand the attention-

[ ]
1 Powis MSS.
. L]
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. \ . . .
of Parliarfent, and he determined to strike a blow which
 would crlpple the agtion of the Government and destroy the
1nﬂuence of CJve *in the Houseq The plan of Btwacke was
Well laid and the &ime well chosen. The newspapers were
crowded with virulent false attacks upon Clive, and innumer-
able scurrilous pamphlets circulated monstrous tales of his
immorality, cruelty, and rapacity. Mr. Johnstone and all
the officials whom he had dismissed or suspended, all the
officets whd had ¢aken pdrl ip the mutiny, all the adventurers
whom he had prevgnted from plundering the natives, supplied
the mamrlal Jor the attacks and the money to employ the
assassins.’ The acdounts of the sufferings .caused by the
famine, which now came home, were reprofuced after being
highly colohired. Horace Walpole has left us a picture of
the public mind :

‘“ We have another scene coming to light, of a black dye indeed.
The groans of India have mounted to heaven, where the heaven-
born General Lord Clive will certainly be disavowed. Oh, my dear
Sir, we have outdone the Spaniards in Peru! They were at least
butchers on a religious principle, howet®er diabolical their zeal. We
have murdered, deposed, plundered, usurped—nay, what think you of
the famine in Bergal, in which three mllhons perished, being caused
by a monopoly of the’ provisions, by the %ervants of the East India
Company ? All this is gome out, is coming out—unless the gold that
inspired these horrors cam quasl&them Voltaire says, learning, arts,

and philosophy have softened t\ manners *0T~ mankind : when
tigers can rf,ad. the.y may possibly grow tame—but man !’ 1

Walpole gave expression to the general _rumour that the
famine was caused by the Company’s servants engrossing all
Jdhe rice of the coumntry; that they had sold grain for eight,
ten, twelve®times the price at which they had bought it. The
case was grassly exaggerated Some of the Company’s agents
were found to have traded in'rice in defiance of an order of
Council issu®d in September, 1769, strictly forbidding all
trade in grain. The vglldest stories regarding the monopoly
of rice were almost wmiversally believed, and Englishmen
shiddered at the crimes of thelr Sountrymen, who had made
enormous fortunes by the starvation of millions of’thelr fellow-
1Toynbees ‘“Walpole,” Vol%VIIL, p. 153



4 , ° The Lile of Lord Clive |,

creatures. The love of justice and pity fgr the affbicted, two
« predominating features which mark and distinguish t}gaochar- .
acter, of Feglishmen, were “arousgd, and theyg turned their
thoughts seriously to India,®with a passiopate dgtermination
that the Governmgnt of the Company should be reformed.

On January 7, 1772 the Secretary of the Company sent
the following letter to Clive : ° ¢

My Lorp,—The:Court of Directors of the East India Company
having lately received several Papers, comtaining €harged respecting
the Management of the Company’s Kﬁa’nirs in Bengal, wherein your
Lordship is made a Party I hm commanded to sen®l to you the enclosed
Copies thereof, and at the same time fo acquaint your JLordsip, that
if you have any Olgservations to make theréon, fhe Court of*Directors
will be glad to recgive them as expeditiously as may be convenient .
to your Lordship. °

I am with great Respect °

My Lord,
N Your Lordship’s most OBedient
and most humble Servant
East INDIA HOUSE, P. MicHELL.
the 7% January 1772. Secrv 1

\

On January 12 Clive sent the following answer :

To the Court of Direclors . ° .

GENTLEMEN,—I have received a Letter from Your Secretary,
enclosing Copies of several Papers, \?\ich he informs me were lately
received by You, ggutaining Chay respecfing the Management of
the Company’s Affairs in Bengal¢wherein 1 aerh mgde a Party; and
at the same time acquainting me that if I hdve asy Cbservations to
make thereon, You will be glad to receive them as ‘%expeditiously as
may, be convenienteto me. '

You have not been pleased to inform me from whom You
rece.ived those Papers, to what End they were laid before You,e
what Resolution You have come to concerning them, rfor for what
Purpose You expect my Observations upon thgm.

I shall however observe to You, that wifere the whofe of my Con
duct is stated upon thes public Records of the Company you may
find a sufficient Confutation of the Charges which Y&u Rave trans-
mitted to me, and I cannot but suppdse that if any Part of my Con-
duct had been injurious to the Service, confradictery to my Engage-
mepts with the Company, or even mysteridus to You, Four Years
& an half since my Arrival in England would not have elapsed befote
Your Duty weuld have impelle°d Ybu to call me to Account.?

1 Powis MSS. _ *Ibid.
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Parliament met %n J anuary 21, 1772, and in the cautiously-
Worded Speech from the Throne an evident allusion was made
to the™affairs of &he Company, though they were jnot men-
® tioned. The'seconder of he mbtion for the Address fn the
House of Commons, however, * expatiated_upon that subject,
and hinted that new laws and regulations were necessary
to be made for the use of the company ; that at present they
had not sufficient powers in their hands to controul their
servants, *who nade enormous fortunes at the expence of
their masters, and were guﬂty of such exorbitances in other
respects, as mlgﬁt hazard the total loss of their valuable
possessions in that part of®the world.” ! Lord North had,
however, no intention of entering for theepresent into that
dangerouseand complex ma,tter—reform of the constitution
of the Company and the Government of India. He was still
anxious to ob®min the benefit of Clive’s experience and his
support with regard to fresh regulations that might have
to be framed. On January 80 ‘ Lord North presents his
Compliments to L’ Clive and Will‘be glad to have the Honour
of seeing him to morrow Morning at Eleven o’Clock, in Downing
Street.” 2 o

On February 6 the Court of Dfrectors made an attempt
to conciliate and cifgumvegt Clive. The Chairman sent him
the following : ~ ——

¢ M* Parlthg ;reseﬁts his Compliments to Lord Clive & forwards
him g Skefch 6f an Act for better managing East India Affairs, &

the Duly administring of Justice ; & shall be wery glad of receiving®
his Lordship’s Observations thereupon.

“ EastT INDIA HoUsk
6% ¥ebv 1772.”.3
L

Clive at once sent‘a brief and dignified answer :

“ Lord, CMve presents his Comp' to M: Purling has received the
favor of his Note with the Skttch of an Act for the better managing
E. India Affairs & is sosry that he cannot with propriety, in his pre-
sent Situation with the*Court of Directors, confer with him as Chair-
than of that Direction, but is readg/ to g1ve his private Opinion to

1« Annual Register for the Year 1772, PP, $4-5.
2 Powis MSSe 3 Ibid.
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M! Purling as a Friend and Ind1v1dual reservmg a public Peclaration
of his Sentiments till the Bill comes before Parliament.” !

o0
. - * .
The fonSwing day Mr. Pyyling ewrote thus & him:
My Lorp,—I have had the honor of receiv‘lng yout Lordship’s

note, and am sorry amy thing should have happened to cause a Cool-
ness between your Lordship & the Court of Directors, so as to pre-

vent your Confering with their Chairman on the Affairs of the Com-

pany ; But am happy to find you have no objection to receive him
as a Friend & Individual. I shall therefore be glad If yoy will give
me an opportunity of waiting on yoer Lordship, fvhen you afe at
leizure. I am, My Lord,. . i
‘ Your Lordship’s®Faithfull
oriend & Servané
EasT InDIA HOySE J. PurLING.
7 Febr 177220 : »
?

On March 80 Mr. Sulivan, who, besides being the Deputy
Chairman of the Court of Directors, was a member of the
House of Commons, brought forward a motion to bring in a
Bill “ For the better regulation of the affairs of the East India
Company, and of their servants in India, and for the due
administration of justice in Bengal ”  Sulivan urged in sup-
port of the motion that the evil state of affaifs in India was
owing principally to the dittle power the Court of Directors
had to punish their servants eithgr for disobedience to their
orders or for malpgagtjces in the } several :iepartments Sulivan
did not mention Clive by nafne, but, in the? debates which
followed, much altercation arose and many -charges were
*brpught against Clive. That these charges should be treacher-

ously prompted by the governing body of the Company, whose

possessions he had saved from destructlon, the Company

who had so often praised his noble deeds’qplerced deeply his
proud heart. Clive was not a man t0 submit patlently to
attacks. He replied to his assailants in a speechowhlch Lord
Chatham who was present during the debate, declared was

‘one of the most finished piéces of eRquerrce he had ever
hehed in the House of Commons.” The story of his second
Government, and of th¢ dedpemate lawlessness with which

- 1 Powis MSS. e 2lbid,
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he bhad tb conten(,, is told with every clearness of language
and ggery force of argument. After informing the House that
he wished tgelay® his casq befoge them, but to ¢ epeak like-
wise to my countsy in general, upon whom I put myself, not
only without reluctance, but with alacrity,” he proceeded to
say: .

“ Tt is well knewn that I was called upon, in the year 1764, by
a General Court, to undertake the “management of the Company’s
affags ineBenga] when they were in a very critical and dangerous
situation. It is as well kno%n that my circumstances were inde-
pendent and afflugnt. Happy in the sense of my past conduct and
services, happy in my family, happy in my connections, happy in
everythmg but mye®headth, which I lost in the Company’s service,
never to be regained. This situation, this happtness, I relinquished
at the call of the Company, to go to a far-distant, unhealthy climate,
to undertfke the envious task of reformation. My enemies will
suppose that I was actuated by mercenary motives. But this House
and my country at large will, I hope, think more liberally. They
will conceive that I undertook this expedition from a principle of
gratitude, from a point of honour, and from a desire of doing essential
service to that Company under whose auspices I had acquired my

fortune and my fame.”
e

He then obgerved that upon his arrival in Bengal he found
the powers given were so loosely agd jesuitically worded that
they were immediately contested by the Council. “I was
determined, howevem” he %dded, * to put the most extensive
construction upon them, beSayse I WEF Wetermined to do
my dutysto my colntry.” In the discharge of that duty,

“ Th;ee paths were before me. One was stigwed with abundances
of fair advantages. I might have put myself at the head of the
Government as I fqund it. I might have encouraged the resolution
which theggentlemen had taken, not to execute the new covehants
which prohibited the #eceipt of presents ; and although I had executed
the covenants mysélf, Jemight have contrived to return to England
with an immense fortune infamdusly added to the one before honour-
ably obtainad. Such an increase of wealth might have added to
my peace of mind ; because il men of honour and sentiment would
have justly condgmnedsme.

“ Finding my powers thus disputed, I might in despair have giyen
eop the commonwealth and have left Bengal without makin% an
effort to save it. Such conduat weuld have been deemed the effect
of folly and cowardice.. .

“ The third path was intricate. Dangers and difficulties were on
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every side. But I résolved to pursue it. Inashort I %as deter-
mined to do my duty to the public although I should incur the odium

of the Wholeosettlement The welfare of the ‘Cpmpany req@fed a *
vigorods ex®riion, and I took th& resolation of cleanstsg the Augean e

stable.” L .
He then, with fome explosion of temper, exclaimed :

“ It was that conduct which has occasioned the public®papers to
teem with scurrility and abuse against me, ever $ince my return to
England. It was that conduct which occasioned these charges.
But it was that conduct which enab]@s me now, when the day of
judgment is come, to look my judges in Yhe face. It was that con-
duct which enables me no¥% o lay my hand upon eny heart and most
solemnly to declare to this House, to, the gallery and o the whole
world at large, tha{ I never, in a smgle inslance, lost sight®of what
I thought the honous and true interest of my country and the Com-
pany ; that I was never guilty of any acts of violence orepppression,
unless the bringing offenders to jusbice can be deemed so; that, as
to extortion, such an idea never entered into my mind; that I did
not suffer those under me to commit any acts of vidlence, oppression
or exfortion ; that my influence was never employed for the advan-
tage of any man, contrary to the strictest principles of honour and
justice ; and that, so far from reaping any benefit myself from the
expedition, I returned to England many thousand pounds out of
pocket—a fact of which this House WIH presen'dy be convinced.”

After referring to theemanner in which the charges had
been conveyed to him, he proceeded to answer them in detail.
They were four ig_gumber. To the first®charge, that he had

created a monopoly of cobbea—,/he replied;: o

[ ] . . .

“ Trade was not my profession My line has besn military and
*political. T owe all d have in the world to my having been at the
* head of an army ; and as to cotton—I know no more about it than

the Pope of Rome.” , . . .

?

To the second charge, that of creatmg a monopoly of
diamonds, he observed that .

“ By the acquisition of‘ the Diwani, and the successfa] endeavours
of the Select Committee, the Compargy’s treasury was so®rich that
we cotild not have been justified in drawing bills ugon the Company.
Tt owas necessary I should, in some mode, remit the amount of my
Jagir. For this purpose, and for this only, T sent an agent into a
distant and inglependent c8unti¥. te make purchases of diamonds.
Those diamondsgwere not sent home clandestmely ; I caused them

to be registered ; I paid the duties upon them, and these remittances,
L ]
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upon the ;vhole turn out three per cent, worse than bills of exchange
upony fhe Company This is all I know of a monopoly of diamonds.”

As to ti® thlrd charge—frguds in t hxchafge and in
the gold céinage—he remarked : * This is a S®bject very much
out of, my sphere. I am totally unacqueinted with the pro-
portions «of alloy and the mixture of ‘metals. All I can speak
to is the principe upon which we formed the plan of a gold
coinage.’s The object of the Select Committee was, he re-
marked, by estabhshlng-a gold coinage, to obviate the evils
resulting from the drain of silver tb China and other places.
The Select «Committeg hads been guided by the advice of an
expert—a very able and a very honest man. “ With regard
to myselfy I shall only assert that I did not receive a farthing
advantage from it, and tha® I never sent a single rupee or
gold mohur tq, be coined in my life.”

* The fourth charge,” Clive remarked, “ has this extra-
ordinary title ‘& monopoly of salt, betel nut and tobacco,
and other commodities,” which occasioned the late famine.”
Then, with bitterness, he observéd :

“ How a méhopoly of sali, betel nut, and tobacco in the years
1765 and 1766 could occasion a want ef rain and scarcity of rice in
the year 1770, is past my comprehension. I confess I cannot answer

that part of this articlg. An® as to other commodities, as they have
not been spec1ﬁed I cannot say Qnythmg tQublngin.”’

C'hve’theq dlscussed the question of the inland trade, and
showed that his action in regard to it had, been in accordance,
with the orders of the Court. He next discussed at consider-
able length the sadt tax and the society of trade, and he wound
up by sdying: “Ln short, the Select Committee established
their plar upon 'experience and a thorough knowledge of
the Company s mterest, and the comaduct of the Court of
Directors m abohshlng it,was founded upon obstinacy and
ignorance.”

He showed by ofﬁc1al returns that since the acceptangs, of
the Diwani the gross revenueg had not decreased consider-
ably till the year of the famine, but that the cnﬁl and military
expenses, had been ‘gradually increasing ever since he left
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Bengal. “ And heré lies the danger,” he said. The evil is
not so much in the revenues falling short as the expengss in-

creasing. TfBe best means of Ba.ISIIlg the revenuessis to reduce e

the civil and. military charges.” And it %till remains the
danger. An ambitisus Vlceroy is apt to forget that the history
of Indian finance, ever stnce the days of Clive, is the hlstory
of surpluses turned suddenly, into deficits. ©

Clive, agitated by the slanderous attacks made on hlm
seized the opportunity for reproavhes he cofild retort and
insults he could avenge.* Four causes, he &old the House,
had brought the Company to thg brink of ba'nkruptc‘y and
ruin: “A relaxatlon of government in my successors ;. great
neglect on the part of Administration ; notorious misconduct
on the part of the Directors; armd the violent and outrageous

proceedmgs of' General Courts, in which I include contested

elections.”

After observing that Verelst had ruled with too lenient a
~ hand, he denounced, without fear and hesitation, His Ma]esty s
Government. °

“The Company,” he said, * had acquired ag empire more
extensive than any kingdom §n Europe, France gnd Russia excepted.
They had acquired a revenue of four millions sterling, and a trade
in proportion. It was natural to suppgse that®such an object would

have merited the m mosk serious attention of Alministration ; that in .

concert with the Court ot Dirgetes? they would haye considered the
nature of the Company’s charter, and have adBpted a plan, adequate
to such possessions. - Did they take it into consideratibn ? Nothey
«did not. They treated it rather as a South Sea bubble than as any-
thlnﬂ' “solid and substantial; they thought of nothing but the pre-
sent tlme, regardless of the future. They said, det us’ get what we
can t8-day, let to-morrow take care for itself ; they thoughteof nothing
but the immediate division of the loaves and fistigs ; nay, so anxious
-were they fo lay their hands upon spme inﬂnediate advhntage that
they actually went so fares to influence a parced of temporary Pro-
prietors to bully the Directors into their terms. It wa their duty,
Sir, to have calied upon the Directors ¥or a plan ; and if a plan, in
consequence, had not been laid before theen, it grould then have
begome their'duty, with the aid and assistancé of Parliament, to have
formed one themselves. If Administration had done their duty?
we should not yow have hedrd a®pe&ch from the throne, intimating
the necessity of @arhamentary interposition fo save our possessions
in India from impending ruin.’ n
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- \
He then turned to “the misconduct®on the part of the
Couslagof Dlrector.s ¢’ and said that he saw, instead of support-

o ing the Seleet Committes, whg had restored tfamquillify to

Bengal, who had®restored a government of anarchy and con-
fusion to good order, they had acted on very different principles.

“They dropped the prosecutions s;galnst those gentlemen in
Bengal whose con®uct the Commlttee had censured and fully repre-
sented. Thus they gave a stab to their own vitals. From that
instant they degtroyed thelr own power abroad, and erased from
the minds of their servants®in India every wholesome regulation

which the Committee had establishede éhe servanis abroad were
in anous suspense to learn whether they were punishable or not
for mistonduct. The 1®nity or weakness of the Court of Directors
removed their doubts. From that instant all ‘covenants were for-
gotten, or/)nly looked upon as so many sheets of blank paper; and
from that instant began that grelaxation of government so much
now complained of, and so much still to be dreaded.”

PS ]

With regard to General Courts, at which the Court of
Directors and the Court of Proprietors sat together and the
latter exercised the chief power, Clive stated that he believed
he need not dwell long on the &onsequences of them.

“ Their viol®nt proceedings have been subversive of the authority
of the Court of Direttors. The agents #broad have known this ; they
have therefore never serupled to set the orders of the Court of Directors
at defiance when it was th®r interest to disobey them, and they
have escaped punishment by ans of {heewer-awing interests of
1nd1v,1duals at Qenerzl Courts. mh!!’have General Courts co- oper-
ated with the,Court of Directors in the mischiefs that have arisen
in Hengal; whilst annual contested elections have, in a manner
deprived the Directors of the power of estaﬁhshing any authority
over their servants. The first half of the year is employed in freeing
themselveg from the obhgatlons contracted by their last eleqions ;
and the second half jg wasted in incurring new obligations, and secur-
ing their election fo? thgnext year, by daily sacrifices of some interest
of the Company.” o

At the Close of his attgck on the Ministry and the govern-
ing bodies of fhe Cempany, Clive informed the House that
1t was not his intention at present to trouble them Wltl} the
Temedies for these evils. I JLathgr choose to defer them
till the Bill comes into the’ House ” i

Governor J ohnstone—a brother of the Johnstone, Clive’s
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most bitter foe in the Bengal Councﬂ—lephed and, ina speech
far too violent to.be convincing, declared that Clive was the
root’of alleRe existing evils. Q’I‘he motion for th&introduction
of the Bill was carried without a division. ° *

In the account ef his second administration, Clive ghowed
considerable talent in rendering clear what appeared obscure,
and simple what seemed technical. The Hduse followed him
with interest and sympathy. In the denunciations {here was
much of eloquence and of vigour #hd of truth but there was
want of tact, and it lost €live the support of the House.

On April 18, 1772, the Bill was laid on, the #able, of the
House, but it never took its place on the Statute Book. After -
the second readlng, Colonel Burgoyne, a member, ¢hough in
the King’s service, not connectetl with the Ministry, whether
with or without their consent,! moved for the appointment
of a Select Committee * to inquire into the nature, state and
condition of the East India Company, and of the British
affairs in the East Indies.” He represented, in his speech
introducing the motion, th® inconsistency of giving a vote
on the Bill without first examining the state of the country
to which it referred. Passing beyond the boundary of truth,
he professed perfect impartiality and independence of all
parties, and disavgwed any hostility to °the Company or its
servants. * He disclaimed=2%%yvish to thyow ¢ ethe, Company s
affairs into the hands of the Crown; but argued that facts
.sufﬁmently notorious had occurred to justify and demand an
inquiry into the rights of the Company, and the mode in which
theyhad been exercised, especially as the faté of fifteen millions
of people was involved in the question.” e

This motion gave birth to a long and &ger debate. Edmund
Burke protested warmly against the proposéd inqyiry, on the
ground that ‘the proceedings of @ Select Committte being
private, there was little responsibility oa its snembers; that
sual, a Committee would virtually be really a Governmenf

1 “Annual Register for the Yesr 1778 Macaulay writes : *“ Burgoyne, chair-
man of the commi®tee, a man of wit, fashion, and honour, an agreeable dramatic
writer, an officer whose courage was never questioned, and whose skill was at
that time highly esteemed, appeared as the accuser.”—Essay on Lord Clive.
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nominatio;l; that .no plan was yet befote the House, and
* that, sherefore, thgeinquiries of such a Committee must neces-
® sarily be vag#e and indefiaite, guch as the Hous® ecould hot
limit or comtrol.” ® The motion was, however, carried without
a division. Thirty-one members, including Clive and Henry
Strachey,swere elected by ballot merhbers of the Committee,
with directions, # the season was far spent, to sit durlng
the gumnger.
When the Committée met, Burgoyne was chosen Chair-
. man. Governor dohnstone at once addressed the Compmittee,
and subm1ttxed to them a glan which showed a considerable
" amount of political craft. He proposed that inquiry should
be mgde i}lto the conduct of individuals vho, in the civil or
military service of the Company, had amassed great wealth
in India, and that the period to be covered should date from
the dethronement of Surajah Dowla. By proposing this far-
back date he greatly extended the operation, and he brought
Clive—the object of his own and his brother’s mortal hate—
within the scope of the inquiry. ¢The proposal was accepted,
and the professlon that the Select Committee was a constitu-
tional body created for the purposesof obtaining a knowledge
of Irdian affairs, wgs soon dropped. It was transformed into
an unlimited inquisition £k destroying Chve Every device
of strategy syas.employed to shwggthat The grea.t acts of public
Servwe which, He had rendered were actuated by mercenary
motives. Numerous witnesses were prodyced and examined,
at inordinate length, and the accumulation of official material
® was stupendous *Clive, himself a2 member of the Committee,
was summoned and examined and cross-examined, not only
as to his kcts but hi motives. The charges placed in the
forefront were tHe episode of Omicttind and the presents
received by him from Meer,Jaffier. The calm courage and the
vast energy which gawe a character to his military campaigns
gnd his civil governnient were again displayed. He anngl;ed
with cool firmness, and he scorged tp palliate or disguise any
portion of his past conduct With regard to, the Omichund
eplsode, bhe had not 51gned Admiral Watson’s name, but he
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. . a0 . .,
considered he would have been justified in domg. it by the
conversation he had with the Admiral. #le considergd> when .
thé liveseo? persons were at_stakeq it was a ms$ter of ]ustlceo
and policy to deceive so great a villain® Under the same
circumstances he would do the same thing again. He admltted
the receipt of enormots sums from Meer Jafﬁer,,but they
were rewards for great seryices rendered, ®and, according to
the then existing rules of the Company, he was not actmg
contrary to honour or duty in aceepling theth. At the’close
of a long cross-examination he exclaimed with passion : .

[ ]

“ Am I not rather deserving of praisé for the moderation which
marked my procegdings ? Consider the situation in which -the vic-*
tory at Plassey ha@ placed me. A great prince was dependent on
my pleasure ; an opulent city lay at my mercy ; its rickest bankers
bid against each other for my smile® ; I walked through vaults which
were thrown open to me alone, plled on either hand with gold and

jewels ! Mr. Chairman, at thls moment I stand %stonished at my
own moderation !’

The evidence of Clive, buried in the voluminous reports
of the House of Commons, fras long since been forgotten, but
it remains the best defence of a man on WhZ)rrbﬁna,l judgment
has not been passed by posterity. .

The first Report of the Select Commjttee reached Rarlia-
ment on May 24« 1772. The bully record of the proceedings,
which fills many hﬁ?ldreg___gages, contalns the evidence of
numerous witnesses regarding the chief events Trom the cipture
o of Calcutta by Surajah Dowla to the decisive victory of Buxar.
The first witness was Charles Manningham, Esq., “ Third
in Council and Warehouse Keeper at Calcutta,”” and the last o
witness Colonel Munro, the victor of Bugar. The® Appendix
contains “ copies- of commissions and oinsfruments from the
Company to their sefvants,” and other official documents
of considerable historical worth. ,The Report Was scompiled
in haste by the enemies of Clive in order §o support the charges
thgy intended to make against him in the House. The
publication of the Repoyt did not produce the result they
anticipated. 'it inflamed the heat of popular passion against
the wealthy Naw‘abs but it also ‘excited a general indignation
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at the mal.’amdministrgtion of the Company. * The necessity for

+a drasdg reform in, ¢the constitution of the Company and of )
sthe Government of Bengal became apparent. Buring. the
recess of Parliamertt that followed members studied and dis-

cussed Chve s evidence, and considerable sympathy was

created in,his favour by the vindictivk conduct of the Select

Committee. o

On Juge 15, shortly after the close of the session, a grand
instaflation of the Knights ef the Bath took place, at which
His Majesty was gresent, and Clive swas one of the knights
mstallea Three months aftgr, the Earl of Powis, Lord-Lien-
"tenant of the county of Salop, died. Lord Clive, who owned
large gstates in the county and took an acfive interest in its
administration, was desirous af succeeding him in an ancient
office of great dignity. He did not care directly to approach
Lord North. Some of his friends advised him to seek an
audience of the King and lay before him his claim to the
office, but Clive rejected the suggestion. “I cannot “be of
your opinion,” he wrote to Stracheygfrom Walcot, September 20,
1772, “ becausg, I think that things are not yet ripe for an
open rupture. Until my conduct in Barliament is decided upon,
I do not desire the King and his Minjsters to be my declared
enemies.” At the cloSe of the letter he observed: ““I expect
W. here in a day or two; anWe Bfings me a favourable
account, P sha]l Yose no time in going to town and demanding
a private audience, that I may explain myself fully to his,
Majesty. I will not receive the lieutenancy through the chami‘el

® of a minister.”

The day before ghat letter was written Lord North wrote
the followihg gencrous letter to Wedderburn, which throws
fresh light on the*episode : .

°

° DiLringTOoN Sept: 18.1772.
DEAR Sir,—Ilethink®myself much obliged to you for your sug-
estion concerning Lord Clive; An opportunity of manifesting lpy
respect to his merit, & my earnest desire of being well with hi
what I have long wish’d to fiad, ®hough I have thpught it rlght
at the same time, to be yery careful of deceiving hirg by any engage-
ment whigh I could not be morally sure of performing; His situa-
L]
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tion is so great, & so®prosperous, that there areovery few tﬁings indeed
in the power of the Crown, which are worth his pursuit, I wi]é‘gromise .
+hing my besf offices for the obtaining of it, & hough I ne¥er chuse
previdusly®to answer for the syccess of any applica®on, yet I ven-°
ture to say, upon this occasion, that I do not #t preserst foresee any
material obstacle in pis way. Considering the high rank Lord Gower
holds in his Majesty’s seryice, & the great estate he has m Shrop-
shire, I imagine that you will agree with me that T ought to com-
municate my intention to him, before I take ahy step towards the
appointment of a new Lord Lieutenant. I will write to him by
this post, & will mention Lord Clive’§ name to his Majedty, a#® soon
as I return to Town, which will be in a Yittle more than a fortnight’s

time. I am, with the ipuest & most sincere attachment, .
Dear S}'r, . e ¢ )
your mdst fdithfu * .
‘o humble servant
WYor3H.!

After this letter, Clive could®not nourish his wrath against
the Ministry for not defending him- against kis foes, and pe
was strongly advised to *“ take the steps which the decorums
of bestowing favours require; princes and ladies never are
supposed to offer, but to grant, their favours, and expect to
be asked what they have ddermined to give.” On October 9
Clive wrote as follows to Strachey : °

“1 have the pleasure t0 inform you that I kissed the King’s
hand to-day, upon being appointed Ligntenantsof the county of salop.
Afterwards I had a private audience, whef? I pushed the matter
ably and well, to That ®®gree_as_b could perceive the King was very
much affected. The answer was favourable® bute nof dgtermined ;
but I think it would be imprudent to treat more on the subje¢} in a

o letter, and must thergfore defer farther explanation until I have the
pleasure of seeing you. The King talked upon Indian affairs for
near half an hour; and I had an opportunity,of mentioning your o
servives and abilities.”’ - °

©
Clive also had an interview with Lord North. ©n Novem-
ber 7, 1772, he wrote thus from Walcot to Strachey :

* Lord North, when I saw. him, seemed industrioﬁslyn to avoid
entering upon the subject of India affairs; and I do verily believe,
from sheer indolence of temper, he wishes io leave every thing to
Proyidence and the Directors; and that he means nothing morg
by the meeting of Parliament,? ’glan.to enable the Company to find

1 Powis MSS, © -

2 The Parliamend had been summoned to meéet before the Christmas holidays,
for the dispatch of business. °
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money to discharge #he demands that are ate present made upon
them. However, it behoves me to be prepared for every thing; for

* which ®surpose, you ,will perhaps say, I have been building castles,
ein the air. Englosed I send yop a sketch of my ideas, whtiah, I dlatter
myself, might be cgrried into exethtion by an able, steady, and
upright minister. I don’t wish to take you from your other business
unnecessarily, but I wish you would take this %ketch in hand, and
methodise jt. I would have you dwell fiflly and strongly upon the
present situation ofgour affairs in India, and show, beyond a possi-
bility of refutation, the approaching®ruin of our possessions in the
East,g if w‘gorous. measures be not speedily pursued. Your own
experience and knowledge, gdded to my sentiments, expressed both
in my speech and ip the political paper laid before Lord North, will
enable you to make a great progress in this matter ; and upon my
, arrival inetowi! what és wantingemay be supplied. I will not patiently
stand by, and see a great empire, acquired by great abilities, per-
severance, and resolution, lost by ignorance®and indolence. If
Administra¥ion should think proper to see our affairs abroad in the
same light as I do, ’tis well. If not, I shall have done my duty. Quem
Deus vult perderg, prius dementat, may with a vengeance be applied
tor the Court of Directors appointing Mjonckton] and five of their
own body Supervisors. Private letters from India give a most
dreadful account of the luxury, dissipation, and extravagance of
Bengal.”

: . 8

The sketch was converted into an able Memorandum on
the governmefft of India, and suggested sundry important
altergtions in the constitution, among them being a transfer
of the territorial sov&eigntwto the Crown. The Memorandum,
dated November 24, 1772, was presented to Lerd North. Two

® .. .

days « after, * Parliament assembled. It had been specially
summoned to’take into consideration the affairs of the Com-
pany. A passage in the King’s Speech rfin thus: .

‘“ When I'received information of the difficulties in which the
Company appears to be involved, I determined to give you an‘®early
opportunity of infoghing yourselves fully of the true state of their
affairs, and of making 8uch prgvisions for the common benefit and

security of all the warious interests concerfed, as you shall find best
adapted {0 the exigencies of the case.” !
[ B

The mover and sfconder of the Address in the House of
Commons spoke warmly on the enormous transgressions®of
the Company, and describeq their affairs as being in the most

1 ¢« Annual *Register for the Year 1773,” p® 69.
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ruinous and almost irretrievable condition. Ldrd North
adopted a more conciliatory tone, but hisshort, shrewdjpeech
‘hinted afea more sweeping measure. Y Thg complicateds *
union of the Company’s sox?erelgn and pelitical powers with
their commercial gffairs,” he said, “ had been attehded with
unforeseen consequences, which had involved them ‘in some
considerable difficulties, and had put the Lourt of Directors
under a necessity of applying to Government for relief and
assistance.” It appeared, howevgr, to him, from the cl8arest
estimate he could make, “ that however clgsely pressed they
might be by present exigencies, .and embarrass.ed in® money
matters, they were, nevertheless, in point of internal® strength®
and vigour, in fudl health.” 1 He then made a motion that
for the better taking into copsideration the alffirs' of the
Company a Committee of Secrecy, consisting of thirteen persons

to be chosen by ballot, should be appointed fOr that purpose.
The motion was opposed mainly on the ground that the idea -
of a Secret Committee was unconstitutional, and that it was
only allowable when crimipal charges were made. It was,
however, carried without a division, and ‘two days after a
Committee of thirteen was appointed by balﬁ)t The Select

Committee was revived the succeeding day .
The Secret Committee was dirfeted & take into particular
consideration tlte measure sending out g fresh body of

supervisors to India. During the recess,”in erder to forestall
a Parliamentary mqulry into the affairs of the Company, the
Court of Directors” had determined to send to India a fresh
commission of supervisors, and had appoinged six supervisors e
“ with full powers for the regulation of Jtheir afffirs.” But
“the Ministry were not so easily baffled. o Tlft Secret Committee
was directed to take ingo particular consideration this measure.
On December 7 the Secret Committee presenfed ea report
stating ““that a Bill should be brough,t in to restrain them
for a limited tlme, from sending out any such commission
of ® supervisors.”  “ This proposition,” says the Annufl
Register, probably written %y Burke, ‘ occasioned one of
1 ®Annual Register for the Year‘1.773,” p- 69.
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o
the warmest debates that had been known for some time.”’
Lord North said :

[ )

’ “ It 1s the gwish of Parhargent and particularly of®Agimiyistra-"
tlon, to make the Eagt India Compansy a great and glorious Company,
and settle, it upon a permanent foundation. They are going into
an expensive commission at a time when theye are considerably in
arrears- £0 government at an expense, Sirgof £120,000. Surely, Sir,
it is the duty of Pagliament to preserve them from ruin. I am sure
no hostile intentions are conceived against that Company, but the
Commnittee, appointed by yourselves have judged it expedient a
restraint should be laid, ‘gqnd, as no restraint can p0551bly be
laid but by an Act of Parliament, a Blll is brought in for that
* purposeg’ !

»

* - °

Burke, in opposmg the Bill, observed:e “1I rise up to
thank fhe goble Lord in office for his extreme hounty in assuring
us that no hostile intentionseare designed against the East
India Company, and that he wishes to make it a great and
glorious Company (for those are his pompous expressions),
and put it upon a permanent footing.”” 2 Burke then lapsed
into an exhibition of the bad taste of which he was too often
guilty : '

‘“ Here is a gommittee appointed last year; a fair and open
committee, which have produced nothing. This was the lawful wife
publicdy avowed ; but finding her barren, they have taken a neat
little snug one, Wthh Ibey calh a Secret Committee, and this is her
first-born. Indeet], from the singular expedition of {his extraordinary
delivery, I am apt to .think she was pmgﬂﬁlt before wedlock.” 8

0, .

After stating that this Report was a direct invasion of
the Company’s charter, he proceeded to say : .

e It is, Sir, a Bl to suspend a law of the land; it is neither
more nor le$s ; and we are, after distressing the Company, aboul to
rob them of. their c];!\rter and overthrow their constitution. The
noble lord does well, in s’aymg, that he means to preserve the Com-
pany from ruin: but he should previously Rave told you, that their
ruin is the ifhmediate consequence of his blunders. In the year
1767, administration plundered the Company of £400,000 and this
I assert to have ogcasioffed their present distress. . If we suffer this
Blll to pass, we shall, in‘fact, become the East India Company ; %nd
you, Sir, will be seated in that chalr w1th a little hammer by an inch

* ¢ The Parliamentary Hlstory of England > Vol. XVI!, p. 561. \
2 Ibid., p. 367. Ibid.
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L ]
of candle. The Tregsury bench will be the byyers, and ¢n this side
we shall be the sellers. The senate will become an auction-room,
Aand the Speaker an auctioneer! Shame upon such progeadings ! .
- Hete: is a éhd to confidence and public faith. 2 Public faith | alas le
that has long been given up ;ethat has not been attended to for
some years! However, I hope the House will let this Report lie
upon the table, unt# the Secret Committee have furmshed us with
.more substantial reasons than have yet appeared for mvadmg the
charter of that Company.’”? °

The House divided ; the Noes were 45, the Ayes 114, so
it was resolved in the afﬁrmatme,.and leave was glven to
bring in the Bill. o o

On December 18, 1772, the Bill being read, the Company s
Counsel were called to the Bar, and they contended at great *
length that the prmclple and object of the Bill Yas uncon-
stitutional. After witnesses had been examined at the Bar
a debate ensued, in the course of which Clive observed:

“ Assuredly I can be no enemy to the Company. There is o
instance of a man who has been so liberally and munificently
rewarded by a body of traders as I have been; and I should be the
most worthless of men, did I pnot feel myself actuated by gratitnde
to contribute to its welfare afld prosperity. Indeed, in taking this
part, I acquit myself of two duties at once, of my @ebt of gratitude
to the Company, and of my obligations to my country ; for their
interests are inseparable, and he that would divide them is an ¢gnemy
to both. For this reason I am sorry te see the*Company come to your
. bar with this Petition, and enter into a W°arfare ewith parliament.

In my opinion %hey ﬁtum have met half way in the intended
reformation, and not discovered this untimely®jealousy. ohose, *who
advised them to take this step, should have consideted that if must
naturally introduce she question of right to the tferritorial revenue.
And when two such unequal antagonists as the crown and the Com-
pany cope with each other, it is obvious which avill bé worsted ; the,
weakest must certainly go to the wall; and, if the crowmshould ever,
assume the disposal of that imrmense empire, Jmserable will be the
situation of Great Britain. Accordipgly it Bas always bten my wish,
that this question shou¥d never be agitated. eCan I then be but
chagrined at the Company’s resistance of the authority®of {his House,
and quarrelling with the mouth that%eeds them ? If salvation can
come to the Company, it must come through this¢House. The plan
o qsupervision cannot remove the grievant!es of which they com-
plain. The merit of the supervisors is best known to themselv®s

and to the pegsons who rominStedsthem. Had they known India

1 «The Pafiamentary History of England# Vol. XVIL, p. 567.
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as well as*[ do, they #would have shuddered atethe dangers and toils
of the task which they were going to undertake. Great must be the
know¥dge, great mydt be the courage, perseverance and dlsmtere§ted-
ness of the mgn who shall reform and restore Bengal.”” . .

Burke defended the Company with his usual flow of
words and lavish expenditure of metaphor and classical quota-
tions. He openeg his speech by observing that the Bill was
of so unconstitutional and dangerous a complexion that he
showd tltink himself umwqrthy of the trust reposed in him
by a part of the people were he to, sit an idle hearer on
such an occasion. The Bill, he con51dered was dangerous
in itselfs e *

‘““as being the first step fowards a total invasi®n of the Company’s
territories ¢n Bengal; and, supposing the motives good, yet it is
dangerous for the example—un®onstitutional acts founded on un-
constitutional motives, springing from unconstitutional acts founded
oy constitutionaP motives. Aristotle, who is more spoken of than
read, declares that acts of this nature, which are fruly what he calls
psephismata, have the most pernicious consequences, and accelerate
the ruin of every state.”” 2

He appealed to the House: ¢

“T1 conjure fou by every thing thaf man ought to hold sacred ;

I conjure you by the spirits of your forefathers who so nobly fought
and Bled for the cause for which I now plead; T conjure you by

what includes every thiffg, by your country, not to y1eld to the tempta-
tions which the East in the hands of the™rown holds out, not to
sink ipto the ’gul£ of eorruption, and drag after you your posterity,
your country. eI obtest heaven and earth, that in all places, and
at all®times, I have hitherto shoved by the gilded hand of corruption,
and endeavoured td stem the torrent which threatens to overwhelm
this land ; and frogn such temptations I pray God of his 1nﬁn1te
mercy evergto preserve me.”” 8

Lord Nvurth re;?lie& briefly to the cha,rge made by Burke
that the Government had plundered *the Company of two
millions, end he justified ity on the novel ground that, as the
Company’s affairs had turned out in so wretched a manner,
he was of opinion ‘“that the two millions is much begber
e;nployed in this country than ig India.” The (Iuestion being

14 The Parhamentary Hlstory of England,” Vol XYII p. 667.
2 Ibid., p. 673.
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put, that the Bill do pass, the House dividdd. The®Ayes 153,
the Noes 28. So it was resolved in the affirmative.

On Mazéh 9, 1773, the Court of Directofs were compelled,
owing to the financial embalrassments of othe Cqmpany, to
apply to Governmgnt for a loan of £1,500,000 for four years
at 4 per cent. On Apr#l 5 Lord North moved a Regolution
" in the Committee of the whole House that, the Government
should lend, under certain co.nditions, the Company £1,400,000
at an interest of 4 per cent., and forgo the claim of°£406,000
-a year till that debt wags discharged, and ¢ that the Territorial
Acquisitions and Revenues lately obtained ‘in Jndia, “should,
under proper restyictions and regulatlons, refnain in the posses-
sion of the Compafy, during a term not exceeding six years.”
Thus, for the first time, a claign was distinctly a%ertdd by
the Government to the territorial acqu151tlons of the Com-
pany. Burke, the champion of the Company, ob]ected strongly
to the claim.

“If you have a right,” he said, * upon what one maxim of law
or equity is it founded ? When was "this right juridically discussed,
and finally determined ? On what day was the decision given ? In
what court are we to look for the record of this deejsion ? To what
- does this right extend ? Te all, or only to seme of the territorial
acquisitions ? If only to some, of what nature are they ? , How
specified, described, and dlstmgulshec) from ghe rest ? If you have
a right to all the«Company’s territorial acquisitions, you truly begin
a redress of their grievan in a peculiar mannes; to restore the
ruined state of their finances, you plunder tflem ‘bf theis property ;
and to re-establish the Company’s affairs on a permanent.basm,
yeu suffer not the prprietors to have a foot of Jand in India whick
they can call their own!” ?

. ,
The Resolution was agreed to without a divésion. The
Bill was meant to pave the way for gm&ther measure more
deeply affecting the censtitution’ of the Company.
On May 8, 1778, the House, havmg resolvedeitsglf into a
Committee of the whole House to take 1nto further considera-
tlpn the affairs of the East India Compan% Lofd North moved :

‘“ That it is the opmlqn of this Committee, that the House Be
moved, that leve be given to bfing%n a Bill, for establishing certain

1¢The Parfiamentary History of England,® Vol. XVIIL, p. 835.
) .
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regulationd for the better management of the affairs of the East
Indla Company as Well in India as in Europe.’”” 1
[ ]

Lord Clive sohc1ted the indylgence of the I-Iouse while he
explained % few facts which had been partially stated; and
as he yas pleading for what was dearer to him than life, his
reputation, he hoped the Committee would patiently hear
him. The Hous? exercised considerable patience while he
wen} through one of the Reports and answered at length the
passages which assailed +hfs character. He then, with more
courage than diseretion, attacked thé donduct of the Directors,
assailed, in the severest ternss the remissness of former Cabinets
in neglecting the affairs of the Company, and bad a thrust
at Lord North for limiting the continuance of the territorial
acquisitions in the Company’s bossession for six years. Towards
the close of any able and a courageous, but indiscreet, speech,
which occupied more than two hours, he said:

“ My situation, Sir, has not-been an easy one for these twelve
months past; and though my conscience never could accuse me,
yet I felt for my friends, who were@nvolved in the same censure as
myself. Sir, not & stone has been left unturned, where the least
probability couftt arise of discovering something of a criminal nature,
against me. The tWwo committees, Sir,%eem to have bent the whole
of tifeir epquiries to ghe conduct of their humble servant the baron
of Plassey ; and I hawe been examined by the select committee more
like a sheep-stealer than a member of this House. I am sure, Sir,
if I had any so?.e places about me, tfley would have been found ;
they have'probed to the bottom ; no lenient plaisters have been apphed
to heal: no, Sir, they were all of the blister kind, prepared withe
Spanish flies, and éther provocatives. The public records have been
ransacked for. proofs against me ; and the late depuly chairman of
the India ompany, a worthy member of this House, has beens very
assiduous indeed,—s¢ assiduous in my affairs, that really, Sir, it
appears he has entir®ly weglected his own. As the heads upon Temple
Bar have tumbled, down, and® as there gppears no probability of
their being geplaced, for Jacobitism seems at an end, at least there
has been %great alteration in men’s sentiments within these ten years ;
1 would propose, Sir, tgat my head, by way of pre-eminence, should
be put upon thé middle pole; and his Majesty having given Ine
§hese honours, it is proper they should be supported: What think
you then of my having the late cpairman and deputy chairman on
each side 7"’

14 The Parliamentary History of England,” Vol. RVIL, p. 851.
[]
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Here, says the ¢ Parliamentary History,¥ * the Héuse burst
out into applause, and remained in a fit of .laughter for ngarly
ten ‘minutes®’

The Resolution was then agreed to, and,eon bemg reported
to the House on the following day, leave was granted ‘to bring
in the Bill. . L

Sulivan and his party soon gave vent t® their rage and
indignation at the attack made by Clive on the Directors.
The course they pursued was suggesitd by tke facf.thal at
‘a Conference of Ministers $he Attorney-Genergl, Lord Thurlow,
had declared that the Company’s ﬁnanmal affajrs were in
such a state of hopeless ruin that the ‘only remedy Was the
confiscation of all ®he property obtained by the Company s
servants by gifts, grants, or bequgests from the India% princes.
Lord Thurlow justified his proposal on the ground that what-
ever was obtained by the military force of the country belonged
to the state. Some of the Ministry objected to wholesale con-
fiscation, but Lord North was not averse to the suggestion.
Wedderburn, the Solicitor-@eneral, being a friend of Clive,
was not invited to the Conference, and “Clive was kept
in the dark as to its ofject. Sulivan hecame acquainted
with the Attorney-General’s proposal, and he welcomed it as,
a weapon for deahng a mortal bfow ate Chve s honour and
fortune. O

On May 10 General Burgoyne, their® adVocate; broupght

+up in the House the Reports of the Select' Commlttee, and
he declared that there were accounts of the'crimes contained
in them which shocked human nature to conceive. The chief
crimes which he considered shocked humgn natur® were the
deposal and death of Surajah Dowla,. th® fictitisus treaty,
which he considered was of the blackest dye, the establishing
of Meer Jaffier, and the terms obtamed from Hime on that
occasion. After dwelling at length on.these enormities, he
prp osed the following resolutions : . ,
* That all acqu1s1t10ns,.made under the influence of §
m111tary force? or by treaty Wlth‘forelgn princes, do of right
belong to the state.” ‘
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2. “That to Bppropriate acquisitions so made, to the
privatg emohimegt of persons entrusted with any civil or
military power of the stage, is .illegal.” %o o °

3. “ That very great sums of money, and other valuable
property, have been acquired in Bengals from princes, and
others’of, that country, by persons ertrusted with the military
and civil powers of the state;, which sums of money and
othe.:r valuable property have been appropriated to the private -
use of such pefsons.” 1°, o

General Burgoyne declared thab if the Resolutions were
passe(i.he should, moyve: ¢° That persons who had acquired
sums of money by presents or otherwise in India, if they had
acquired spch sums by virtue of their actingn a public capacity,
should be forced to make aestitution.” Gibbon, who was
present at the debate, wrote on May 11: ’

“The House of Commons sat late last night. Burgoyne,made
some spirited motions: ¢ That the territorial acquisitions in India
belonged fo the state’ (that was the word); °that grants to the
servants of the Company (such as jaghires) were illegal; and that
there would be ng true repen’canc«xi without restitution.” Wedder-
.burn defended the nabobs with great eloquence, but little argument.
The motions were ¢arried without a g¢ivision; and the hounds go
out again next Friday. They are in high spirits; but the more
sagaciouseones have fo idea dhey shall kill. ILord North spoke for
the enquiry, but faintfy and reluctantly.” 2
P -

[ ) o '
*On Mey 19 1778, the House met, and General Burgoyne
operted the business by a long speech attacking Clive, which,-
he concluded by %aying that he intended to propose a Resolu-

tion to the following purport : .

“ That.the rightéion. Robert lord Clive, baron of Plassey, in the
kingdom of Ireland® ine consequence of the powers vested in him
in India, had illegally acquired ‘the sum 0fe£234,000 to the dishonour
and detrimegt of the state.” 3

! [

L]

A long debgte ensued, during which Clive again addressed
the House. The cofstruction of the speech was better than
fis former addresses, the te’mpgr of it more equitable, and it

®

1¢ The Parliamentgry History of England,” Vol. 3VIIL, . 856.
2 Ibi:l., p.- 871, note. 3 Ibid., p. 872.



406, « ' The Life of Lord Clive .

was free from taunts and personal attacls. He oi)ened it
Wlth the follong appeal : . ’®

@

“ Slf‘ zﬁter rendering my cquntry? the services which I think
I may, w1thout any degree of vanlty, claim the therit of ¢ and after
having nearly exhausfed a life full of employment for the public
welfare, and for the partigular and advantageous emolument of
the East India Company, I little thought transactions of %hijs kind
would have agitated the minds of my countrymeh in such proceed-
ings as these, tending to deprive me not only of my property, and
the fortune which I have fairly acquirgd, dut of tkat whith I fold
more dear to me—my honour and my réputation. The House will

not think me, I hope, frautht with any degreeeof vanity when I

repeat again that I have done serviceg to my country.’ ‘o

Clive then procecded to maul the specific charges brought
against him. ~ With regard t\o.thg gifts which he wa'e chirged
with receiving unwarrantably, he remarked :

“ I must beg leave to observe to the House, that presents wers
allowed and received from the earliest time of the direction. They
have continued to be received uninterruptedly for the space of 150
years ; and men, Sir, who have sat in the direction themselves, have
at several times received prese1§ts This the direction must know ;
but I am firmly of opinion, that in honourable tases, presents are
not 1mproper to be received ; but when for dishonowrable purposes,
then, SII‘ I hold them to be Blghly improper.” 2*

As to the dethronement of Surajah Dow‘la,.'he observed :

“ The treachery. of Surays Dowlah was for_everein our eye, and
his perfidy was never at rest ; nor did we attack Chandernagore till
the treaty on his behalf was first violated.” R .

"He discussed at some length the treache;‘y of Omichund,
“ theeconfidential servant > of Surajah Dowla, and thg fictitious
treaty. He could not say whether the pgrson Who signed
Admiral Watson’s name to the treaty didl it in his presence or
not; “but this I know, that he thought ‘he had sufficient
authority for so doing.” “ And,” *he added, *the House, I
~am fully persuaded, will agree with me,“that, swhen the very

extsbence of the Company was at stake, and the lives of thesg,

people so precariously situabed,, and so certain of being

1 The Parlimmentary History of England,”sVol. XVIL, p. 574.
2 Ibid.

o

~
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. . o ¢
destroyed, it was g matter of true policy and of justice to
dece;ve so great a villain.” * He then read the letter which
contalned~Adm1raI Watson S full approbation of the proceed,mgs
of the 'revplutlon. .

He proceeded to recapitulate the serv1ces he had rendered
to his l:ountry, and he read to the Hpuse more than one letter
from the Court expressing their full approval of all his own
proceedings. Speaking with thé warmth of an honest man
agatnst his aceusers, h;e thus expressed himself at the very
close : .

“HAr, I canno’c say that I either 51t or rest easy when I find by
the extenswe Resoiution proposed, that all I have in the world is
to be confiscated, and that no one will henceforward take my securlty
for a shilling. These, Sir, are dreadful apphehensions to remain
under antl I cannot look upon_ myself but as a bankrupt: nothing
my own, and totally unable to glve any security, while these Resolu-
tions are pendisg. Such, Sir, is the situation I am in. I have not
4dny thing left which I can call my own, except my paternal fortune,
of £500 per annum, and which has been in the family for ages past.
But upon this I am content to live, and perhaps I shall find more
real content of mind and happiness therein, than in the trembling
affluence of an ungettled fortune.

‘““ But, Sir, I must make one more observation, that if the definition
of the hon. geﬂtleman (General Burgoyne) and of this House, is that
the state as expressed in these Resoluxclons, 1s, quo ad hoc, the Com-
pany, then, Sir, every farthing that I enjoy is granted to me. But
to be called, after si%teen years have elapsed, to account for my
conduct in thls manner, and after an gminterrupted enjoyment of
my property, ta have been questioned and considered as obtaining
it unwarrantably, is hard indeed; and a treatment I should not
think the British senate capable of. But if it should be the case,
I have a consciods innocence within me that tells me my conduct
is irreproachable. ,(‘ Frangas non flectes.’) They may take from me
what I have, they may, as they think, make me poor, but I will be
happy. I mean no# this as my defence, though I have done for the
present. My defenle wll be made at that bar, and before I sit down,
I have one request to make to the House, That when they come

to decidg upon my honour, they Wlll not forget their own.” 2

After Clive sat dvwn the debate was adjourned to May 21,
Jvhen Clive’s evidence before the Select Committee was read,
and he concluded a short sppech with these noble words :

14 The Parhamentary H1st0ry of England,” Vol. XVII p. 876.

. 2 Ibid., pp. 878-9.
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. Take my fortune, but save my honour.”\ He then left the
House. .
. Burgoyne now made the following motidn: _ -
™~ e

‘““ That it appears to this House, that Robeft lord Ghve, baron
of Plassey, in the kingdom of Ireland, about the {ime of the deposmg
of Surajah Dowlah, nabob of Béngal, and the establishing 8f.Meer
Jaffier on the musnud, did, through the influence of the pdiwers with
which he was intrusted as a mgmber of the selfet committee, and
commander in chief of the British forces, obtain and possess him-
self of 2 lacks and 80,000 rupees as member of the select commltgcee H
a further sum of 2 lacks of rupees as cdmmander in chief; and a
further sum of 16 lacks of*rfipees, or more, under®the denommation
of private donation ; which sums, ampuntlng togetheroto 20 lacks,
and 80,000 rupees, were  of the value, in Eng’hsh money, of £§34 000,
and that in so domg.the said Robert lord Clive abused the powers

with which he was intrusted, to the evil example of thg servants
of the public.” ! e

- Mr. Stanley moved, as an amendment, thet the motiog
be divided into two questions, the first part ending with the
words ‘ English money of £284,000.”” This was agreed to by
the House. Mr. Rose Fulley then proposed an amendment
' by leaving out the words, ** t®rough the influence of the powers
with which he was intrusted, as a member pf tWe select com-
mittee, and commander in®chief of the British forces.” %, As
this amendment vitally altered the motiongIt produced a warm
and prolonged debate. Lord North was against the amend-
ment. * The attorney-gemeral was a prineipak in®thg attack.
The solicitor-general managed his defence. The dourtiers went
different ways. The*most considerable part of the opposition
supported Lord Clive, though he had joinegd administration,
and supported them in their proceedings agalnst ¢he Com-
pany.” 2 The amendment was carried pyoa large . majority.
The main question—thgt Clive, 4s Commaygder-in-Chief and
a Member of the Select Committee, did obtain certgjn sums
of money—was put and carried. It contained no opinion as
to the merits or demerits of these transacfions. General

*®The Parliamentary History of England,” Vol. XVIL, p. 881. ¢

2 The account gven in Malcolm’s ‘\Llfe’of Clive dlﬁers materlally from
that given in the “® Parliamentary History.”

8 Annual Regis¢er.for the Year 1773,” p. 107.¢
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Burgoyne now moyed the next question, which was the closing
part of the origina,l motion : ‘‘ That Robert lord Clive, did,
in so dOm¥. abuSe the power with which he wise mtrusted
to the® evjl example -of the sétvants of the public.” The
motion was rejected without a division. Then, at four o’clock
in the #morning, Wedderburn moved, < That Robert lord Clive
did, at the same, time, render great and meritorious services
to this country.” ! The resolution was carried without a
divition,® So ended, with an honourable testimony, the long
inquiry or persecution of Clive.

Ot May, 18, three days before the inquiry closed, Lord
North presented fo the House “a Bill for establishing certain
Regulations for the better Management o# the Affairs of the
East ‘Indla Company, as well in India as in Europe.” Leave
was granted to bring in the Bill. It was not, however, till
June 10 that the Bill was read a third time, and, upon the
question being put, that it do pass, Burke got up, and,.after
his customary apology for being silent, he declared that the
principle of the Bill was an i’ngingement 'of national right,
national faith, ahd national justice. After Charles Fox had

-spoken againdt thg Bill, and Lord l\Io’rth had declared a strong

desige to put the aﬂalrs of the Company upon a solid; fair,
firm footing, and that he wlhed them to become a rich, flourish-
ing and commerclal Company, the Mouse divided upon the
qu‘estlon-that e Bill do pass. The Ayes were 131 and the
Noed 21. So it was resolved in the affirmative: and that
the title be, “ Aa Act for establishing certain Regulations for
the better Management of the Affairs of the East India Com-
pany, aswell in India as in Europe.” 2 '

It was-by thls‘Aot of 1778, known as the Regulating Act,
that, . d

. “for the eirs? time, the British nation, as a nation, assumed the actual

responsibility of the gogemment of the terrifories won by the servants
of a trading corporatign. By this measure it was enacted that ‘ for

® 1<The Parliamentary History of England.” The ‘ Annual Regfster”
says, ““ To the dishonour and detgmew of the state.” Thls country >’ often
printed ‘“His country.”

2 ““ The ParliamentaryeHistory of England,” Vol. XWIL, p. 904.
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the government of the Presidency of Fort Wl@lam in Béhgal there
shall be appointed a Governor-General and four Counsellors,” in
whop the. whole civil and military government of Bepgyn'® Behar,
and Ofissa®was invested. The Goverror of Bengal weamcqnverted
into a Governor-General and Cotdncil in order o give emphasis to
the fact that the other Presidencies were subordinate to Bengal.
The Governor-General and,Council were appointed by namgin the
Act ; they were to hold office for five years, but after that the patron-
age reverted to the Company subject to the approbetion of the Crown ;
they were not removable except by the Crown, after representation
made by the Court of Directors. In ord,er to haye a sapervismg
control over the Company the importint power was taken for the
Secretary of State and the Board of the Treasury tosexamine all corre-
spondence received in England from India. The Govgrnor-General
and Council were required constantly “and diligehitly to trasmit to
the Court of Directérg ‘ all exact particulars of all advices or intelli-
gence and of all transactions and matters whatever.’ The para-
mount authority of the Sovereign was declared by the creation of
a Supreme Court of Justice.” 1

The Court was the King’s Court and ever; officer of the
Company, and the Company itself, were amenable to the
jurisdiction and powers of that tribunal, subject only to appeal
to the Sovereign in Council. § _

Warren Hastings was nominated by the Rggulating Act
the first Governor-General and he proceeded to build the
stately fabric whose wide foundatrons hjs great chief thad
laid. On October 14, 1778, Clive Frote %o Ha,stmgs

‘““ All the reports of th™zommittees are pyblisked, and will of '

course be transmitted to you. A few envioud and ressn;tful 1fid1v1duals
turned the whole attack upon me, and aimed at the ruin of my‘r for-

%tung and reputation. “But the justice of the House of Commons

defeated their intentions, and, by a great majority passed -a vote
that Lhad rendered great and essential services®to this country.” 2

On October 26, 1774, Warren Hastmgs"met hlSJ new col-
leagues for the first tince in Council, *“ and ¢then commenced
that long quarrel which, after distracting British ®India, was
renewed in England, and in which all the Jmost emlnent states-
men and orators of the age took an active patt.”

X month later the nlght fell on Clive. The past year had®

1 ¢« Selections fiom the State Papers of%he Governors-General of India,”
edited by G. W. Forpest, C.1.E.~—Warren Hastings, Introduction, pp. 52-3.
2 ¢ Fort St. George, Madras,” by Mrs. F. Penny; Appendlx, p. 234
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been to him one of sore distress. The two years of persecu-
« tion,* any bipeer moments of taunts and false charges,
" e the ingg e of the natign, gave a mortal wound ®o a,dprou&
and brave 'spmt ®The attacks Of the cruel malady which in
the years of vigorous manhood clouded hiseintellect from time
to tirhd gnd struck him into melancholy, now became more
frequent. He was also assailed by another disease, gall-stones,

Whlch cal.lsed him acute and continuous torture. ‘ How miser-
able I am,” he'wrote té Strachey, his most devoted comrade
. and friend. “ Iehave a disease which makes life, insupport-

able, But whieh Doctors tell me won ’t shorten it an hour.”
A few months Wwere left him of life. Body and mind became
more ,affe.qﬁed by the prolonged agony, anll, in a moment of
collapse and excruciating pawn, his intellect lost its balance,
and Clive died by his own hand on November 22, 1774. He
had just completed his forty-ninth year.

- At dead of night they removed the body from Berkeley
Square and took it to Styche, the well loved home where
he was born. He was buried in‘ the small parish church of
Moreton Say, jthe scene of his boyish exploits, but no stone
marks the spot where he rests. ‘6No man knoweth of his
sepulchre, unto this.day oA brass inside the door bears the
inscription: ‘“Sacred to the memory of Robert Lord Clive,
K.B. Burigd avithin the walls of thir church.” Born, 29 Sept.,
172% Died, 22 Nov 1774. Primus in Indis.” :
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To the Rt. Honble. WiLLiAM PrrT, one of His Majesty’s, P}ihcipal
- Secretar.ies of State. °

Sir,—Suffer an admirer of yours at this distance to congratulate
himself on the glory and advantage Whl@h are likely ' to *gcernift to
the nation by your being at its head, and”at the same time to return
his most grateful thanks®f8r the distinguished %nanner yoy have
been pleased to speak of his successes i these,partg, far imdeed, beyond
his deservings.

The close attentlon you bestow on the affairs of the British nation
in general has induced me to trouble you with a few “partitulars
relative to India, and to lay befor® you an exact account of the
revenues of this country; the genuineness you mgy depend upon,
as it has been faithfully extracted from the Minister’s books. .

The great revolution that has been effected here by the success
of the English arms, and the vast advantages gained to the Company
by a treaty concluded in consequence thereof, have, I observe, in
some measure engaged the puli)ic attention ; but much more may
yet in time be done if the Company will yet exert themselves in the
manner the importance of thgir present possessmns aiid future pros-
pects deserves. I have represented to them in the strongest terms
the expediency of sending out and keepéng up gbnstantly suth a force
as will enable thgm to embrace the first opportunity of further
aggrandising themselves, and I dare pronounce, fesmy, a thorough
knowledge of this country government #nd Of tRe genlus of the
people, acquired by two years’ application and expemence, &hat
°such an opportunity wwill soon offer. The reigging Subah whom
the victory at Plassey invested with the sovereignty of these Provinces
still, it is true, retains his attachment to us, and*probably, while he
has no other support, will continue to do so; hut Musslmans are
so little-influenced by gratitude that, shou}d ¥e ever think it. his
interest to break with us, fhe obligatidns he owes Jus would prove no
restraint : and this is very evident from his having latgly removed
his Prime Minister and cut off two os three principal officers, all
attached to our interest, and who had a share & his elevation. More-

- over, he is advanced in years, and his son is o cruel and worthless
a ybung fellow, and so apparently an enemy to the English, thate
it will be almost unsafe trusting ltdm gith the succession. So small
a body as 2,000 Europeans will secure us from any apprehensions
from either the orfle or the other; ; and in cast of their darlng to be
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troubleson?e, enable'the Company to take the sovereignty upon
themselves
ﬂbe the’less difficulty in bringing about sych an eyent,

as the themselves hawe no attachment whatever pattlcular
princes ; ared as und&er the present &overnment they have no security
for their fives or properties, they would rejoice i, so happy an exchange
as thatgof a mild for a despotic government ; and there is little room
to doubt 8ur easily obtaining the Moghul’s sunnud (or grant) in con-
firmation thereof, brovided we agreed to pay him the stipulated
allotment.out of the revenues, viz., fifty lakhs annually.

his kas of lfte years Been very ill-paid, owing to the distractions
in the heart of the Moghul Empire, Whlch have disabled that court
from attending to®their concerns in the distant provinces ; and the
Vazir hgs acfudlly wrote to nm, desiring I would engage the Nawab
to make the payments agreeable to the former wsage ; nay, further,
apphcatlon has been made to me from the C8urt of Delhi to take
charge of‘collectmg this payment, the person entrusted with which
is styled the King’s Diwin, and is the next person both in dignity
and power to tlee Subah. But this high office T have been obliged
tb decline for the present, as I am unwilling to occasion any jealousy
on the part of the Subah; especially as I see no likelihood of the
Company’s providing us with a sufficient force to support properly
so considerable an employ, and whigh would open a way to secure
the Subahship for.ourselves. That§this would be agreeable to the
Moghul can hgrdly be questioned, as it would be so much to his
interest to*have these countries under tfe dominion of a nation famed
for their good faith, rather than in the hands of people who, a long
experienct has conviﬁced hiM, never will pay him his proportion of
the revenues ufless awed into it by the fear of she Imperial army
marchmg to .fone them thereto.

?:flt s large a sover®ignty may possibly be an object too ex-
tensfve for a mercantile company ; and it is to be feared they are
not of themselves sable, without the nation’s ®assistance, to maintain
so wide a dornmlon I have therefore presumed, sir, to represent

/"r,'hls' matte.r to you, and submit it to your consideration, wiether

.

the execution of a d@lgn that may hereafter be still carried to greater
lengghs, be worthy® ofethe Government’s taking it into hand. I
ﬂatter myself I haye made it pretty cleamto you that there will be
little or no «ifficulty in obtaining the absolute possession of these
rich kingdoms; and that w#h the Moghul’s own consent, on con-
dition of payingghim l@ss than a fifth of the revenues thereof. Now
I leave you to judge Whether an income yearly of upwards of two
tnillions sterling, with the possession of three provinces abourfding
in the most valuable productigns #f nafure and of grt, be an object
deserving the public at{ention ; and whether it be yorth the nation’s
while to {ake the proper measures to secure such an acquisition ; an
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acquisition which, under the management of so gble and d®interested
a Minister, would prove a source of immense weéalth to the kingdom,
and might in fime be appropriated in part as a fdad tow%rﬁnish—
ing the he#vy load of debt under whigh we at present r. Add
to these advantages the influenc® we shall thereby acquire over the
séveral European nations engaged in the commerce hefe, which
these could no longer .carry on but through our indulgence, angl under
such limitations as we should think fit to prescribe. It is well worthy
consideration that this project may be brought ab&ut without draining
the mother country, as has been too much the case with our I.)ossessmns
in America. A small force from home §v111~be sufficient, as*ye always
make sure of any number we please of black troops, who, being both
much better paid and tré¢attd by us than by t#e country powers,
will very readily enter into our serviee. Mjy. Walsh; who will have
the honour of deliveping to you this, having been my Secretary during
_the late fortunate expedition, is a thorough master of the subject,
. and will be able to explain to you the whole design, and*ghe fhcility
with -which it may be executed, fuch more to your satisfaction
and with' greater perspicuity than can possibly be glone in a letter.
I shall therefore only further remark that I have communicated 1t
to no other person but yourself; nor should I have troubled you,
sir, but from a conviction that you will give a favourable Teception
to any proposal intended for the public good. -
The greatest part of the tr{jops belonging to, this estabhshment
are now employed in an expedition against the French in the Dekhan ;
and by the accounts lately rgceived from thence, I have Yreat hopes
we shall succeed in extirpating them from the Province of Golcgnda,
where they have reigned lords paramoant so ang, and frdn whence
they have drawn, their principal resources during tne troubles upon
the coast.
Notwithstanding the extraordmary efk)rt mad% by the French
. in sending M. Lally with a considerable force the last year, & am
® copfident before the emd of this they will be neag their last gasp in
the Carnatic, unless some very unforeseen event interfere in their
favoyr. The superiority of our squadron, and the plenty of mutid
and supplies of all kinds which our friends onh ghe coast will be fur-
nished with from this province, while the engmy®are in tetal wgnt of
everything, without any VJSIble means$ of redress, gannot fail of wholly
effecting their ruin in that, as well as in every other part of India.
May the zeal and the vigorous measures projected for the service *
of the nation which have so eminently distimguishgd your Ministry
be crowned with-all the success they deserve, is the most fervent
wilh of him who is, with the greatest respect, sir, your most devotefl
humble servant, . S o

. Ros. CLIVE.
‘Calcutta, 7th January, 1759.
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and the Rajah’s ransom, i. 110
assists in a pitched battle, i. 104
attacks Mohammed Ali, i. 117
attempts escape, i. 193 o
cPosses the Coleroon, i. 134
encamps near Valconda, i. 127, 128
essays recapture of Arcot, i. 144
exec®tion of, i. 196
forced to surrender, i. 95
governor of the Carnatic, i. 106
hands Karikal to the French, i. 95
o his depleted host, i. 189, 190 ©
informs Dupleix of Pathan revolu-
tion, i. 121
Nawab of Arcot, i. 123
released from Satara, i. 104
retreat of, i. 113
unpleasant welcome at Pondicherry,
8168
Chandernagore, a ga,rnson dlslodg‘ed at,
. 160 4
) summons to surrender, 1 383
an officer’s desertio®, i. 389
Articles of Capitulation, i.

161

394

0.

Index

' Chandernagore (continued)—®

Clive, George, ii. 366

casualties at,8. 394 et seq.
- Olive’s advange om, i. 380
Clive’s troops guartered
coygntry house of the
deputies and the Sclec
i. 372
desertion of Nawab's troops, i. 387
Dupleix at, i. 28
far-reaching effect of
i. 394
bombardgd
i. 392, 402
Fort d’Orléans, i. 384
French, obstruct pgssage te, i. 3901
-N#wvab  sanctions’ attack®f, i. 382
proposed treaty, i. 373
prosperity of, i.g384
siege of, i. 386 et seq.
tiee Dutch Octggon, i.°385
the Prussian Octagon, i. 390 (note) :
Charnock Battery, ii. 148, 154
Charnock, Job, a clever stratagem, i. 287
and the Chittagong Expeliigion,®. 283
eannounces withdrawal from Hugli,
i. 284
death of, i. 290 .
Indian_ appomtmegts of, 1. 280
returng to Chuttanuttee, i. 287
Chatham, Lord, on Ghves speech in
Parliament, ii. 386
Chaul (Cheul), i. 263
Cheenka, definition of, i. 197 (note)
Cheseborough Enslg‘n a commission
for, i. 64
Chilg, Slr John, Governor. of Bombay,
i. 284, 288
Chmgleput fort 8f, i. 207
Lally’s strategmal error, ii. €6

%o
Fnors, i. 360
odmittes,

its oaptu.te.
° .

and demolished,

‘siegp of, i. 206 .
Yusuf Khaﬁ at, ii. §9
Chin Kilich Khan, i. 2 (note)

Chinsura, Governor of, i, 403; ii. 155, 157

settle: t of @repch 1n, i. .402 s
Chit, definition of,_i. 386 . i
Chittagong Expedltlon, i. 281 et seq®

a bad start, i. 283

E.I. Co.’s instrugtions, i. 282

the Nawab and, i. 283,_.

Chotw Newab, defigition of, ii. 212 (%

Choultry, meaning of, i. 562
Choultry Plain, fally’s encammpment on,

ii. 85,91 o
thsts Hosﬁtal Warren Hastmg@at,
i. 5 (note) .
Chunar, fort of, siege and surrender,
ii. 270, 273

Chup, a Congress at, ii. 326
Eyre Cootgat, ii. 30
Chuttahuttee, i. 284 ©
.Charnock’s *eturn to, i 287
Clayton, Captain, i. 303, 304
Clayton, General Jasper, i. 61
Q]ea,li,nd,_(}a,pta,in, i. 9
Clinton, Henry Fiennes (see Lincoln,
Earl of) e



Qlive, Hor® Edward, advice from his
father to, ii, 312 ¢
Clivg gady, a trip to Pgris, ii. 363

infor; f Olive’seillness, ii. 343
parting uctions to Stra,cho.v, ii.
205@ °
presents Yrom Cliv® to, ii. 306, 307
(note)
Clive, Mrs. Richard (mother of Clive),
is 818

01130 Rev® Archdeacon, ii. 161 (note)
Clive, Richard (fatheg of Lord Clive),
i. 2
his son’s confidences to, ii. 306
ifformest of Bgngal Expeghtxon, i.
275, %63
on his son’s impending return to
England, i. 217 ¢
pec®niary embarrassments of, ii. 173
receiged by The King, ii. #72 . :
Clive, Robert, Lord, a candid letter to |
Mr. Sykes, ii. 280 !
a cannonade on the plaing, i. 175 |
a daptagndy for, i. 136
a command from the King, ii. 364 ¢
a gloomy letter from, i. 24
a malicious rumpur against--and the
. consequences, 1. 80 et seq.
a nervous breakdown, ii. 331 I
a trial of diplomatic skill, i. 415 |

accepts Governorship of Bengal, ii.
202, 298

account of Arcot campaign, i. 158

account-books laid before Parlia-
ment, ii. 304 ¢

addresses officers of state, ii. §

advances on bha,ndernagore i. 380

again enters politicS, ii. 174

aw mnblguous letter from Meer
Jaffiew i. 440 0

and Omichund,gi. 397 & seq.

and Ranjit Ra1, i. 360, 366

and the d1v1sgn‘ of prize money, ii.

. et $¥4a¢ L J PS

and the forgecy of Watson’s name,
. 421

anger at surrender of Fort 8t. David,
ii. 60-1

aunounces agrival at Fort St. George,

a;,l,hes f(f his jaghire, ii. 140 et seq.

appointe: Deputy Ggvernor of Fort
St. David, i. 236 e

agprehensions of Meer J®ffer, i. 441

a,l'()u:f; jealousy of Select Committce,
i.

arrival gt lﬂfa.dras, i 11

arrives in London, i. 224 b

arrogant letter from tle Shahzada,
ii. 129 .

assembles a €ouncil of War, i. 443
® as commissary of troops, i. 127, 135
as mediator, ii. 44
at Fort St. David, i. 51 et seq. o @
attends Admiral Watson’s funeral,
ii. 33 L
audiencgs of the King, ii. 172, 348, 396

.Index. .; [ 4 l419

Clive, Rohest, Lord (continued)—
battalions under his command in
June, 1757, i. 438
battle of Plassey, i @148 et seq. *
becomes lieutenant-cofonel,ei. 233
Bengal Expedition ncws from, i. 276
birth of, i. 1, 5 (note) .
bitter letter to Directors, ii. 165
capture dhd defence of Arcot, i. 137
&t seq.
charges preferred against, ii. 384
close of his second administration,
* ii. 342
comments on Orme’s appointment,

i. 228

communications from, on Arcot, i.
149

c8nfblains of his treatment, i 222,
268

conception of a Governor's duty, ii.

329
congratul%@d by Court of Directors,

ii. 348

congratulations on his marriage, i.
221

contempt for the Select Committee,
i. 350

converses with Bussy, ii. 364

correspondence with Watson, i. 349

created an Irish peer, ii. 179

criticised for terms of Peace, i. 361

daring feat by, i. 4, 5

. defers return to England, ii. 118
deprived of his seat, i. 232
@ describes siege of Pondicherry, i. 68

et seq.

desirous of Governor-Generalship of

® Tndia, i. 363

despatches reinforcements for Ma-
dras, ii. 104

diplomatic reply to Nawab, i. 378

disagrees witl®» a concerted plan, i.
337, 339

disposes of his concern in salt, ii. 303

disputes Watson’s anthority, i. 343

disgatisfaction with E.I. Co., ii. 50, 51

down wigh fever, i. 23, 336 i

drafts scheme for remodelfing
Couneil, ii. 275

draws first quarter’s pay, i. 20

drenched to the skin—and a %equel,
i. 455 et seq.

elected M.P., i. 230, 231, 232; ii. 174

election petition against, i. 231

encatps near Serampore, i. 380 ®

enters into a trading partnership, ii.
300

enters Trichinopoly and Patna, i. 137;
ii. 135

escapes from Madras, i. 50

evidence on commerce of the E. I Co .
ii. 225

exgmined and cross-examined, ii. 393

explains a tradl’g partnership, ii. 301

falls overboard, i. 14

farewell addres® from his colleagues,
if. 341



4%)\ ° ¢

Clive, Robert, Lord (continded)—

fees charged for ‘ permission of pas-
sage to England,” i. 220

%ighing propefeities of, i. 3

fights a®duelVi. 54

financial losses in India, i. 353; ii. 304

dirst commission of, i. 60

force almost consumed by pestilence,
ii. 40

Forde’s appointment to Bengal, %i. 77

further plans to deceive Nawab, i. 429

generosity of, ii. 35-6, 173, 316, 317

gifts from the Nawab, i. 363, 366

‘““ glorious campaign ” of, i. 198 et seq.

governor of Fort 8t. David, i. 269

grave warning to Directors, ii. 122
et seq. .

headquarters at Plassey House’, i. 448

high military qualities of, i. 79, 80

his hairdresser’s account, i. 234 ’

his monsoon storm magch, i. 139

ill-health of, i. 200, 2174 219; ii, 148,
170, 173, 349, 356, 357, 363

impending departure from India, ii.
168 et seq.

important victory in the open field,
i. 165

in a quandary, i. 418

in command of Bengal Expedition,
i, 274 et seq. . )

indignation with Watson, i. 374

indiscreet speech in Parliament, ii.

installed a Knight of the Bath, ii. 399

instructions as to business affairs, i@ !

222

intricate problem on return to (&al-
cutta, ii. 294

intuitive powers of command, i. 208

jaghire challenged and extended, ii.
197 et seq., 351, 358

joing the force at® Chandernagore,
i. 437

lands at Bombay, i. 239

lands at Fort St. George, i. 11 °

last State paper of, ii. 339

lays the foundations of &mpire, ii.
122 et seq.

leads attack at storm of Devicotah,
i. 89

learfls Portuguese, i. 11
leaves England for India, i. 8
lionised in London, i. 225
Lord-Lieutenant of Salop, ii. 396
© Lord North and, ii. 376, 379%t seq.,
281, 382
marches on the Nawab’s camp, i. 355
marches to relief of Patna, ii. 130
marriage of, i. 221
Meer Jaffier’s present to, ii. 9, 10
eets Bussy, ii. 364 -
gul Emperor’s patent for, ii. 138
narrow escapes of, i. 145, 158; i} 246
natural delicacy éf, i. 2
notifies cessation of double batta, ii.
314 o
occupies Gheria, i. 266

Index 0

Olive, Robert, Lord (continuld)—

offered Presid®ncy of E.I. Co., ii. 48 -
offers his sewvices for Cogelongeand
Chingleput, P. 213
offeers’ protest to, ii. i seq.
Omichund’s sgcopha,ntic ett®r to, i.
367 ¢
on Omichund’s duplicity, i. 419
on Tanjore Expedition, i. 86
on the temptation of young wwritgrs,
ji. 226 i
parting lines t@his wife, ii. 245
partnership with Robert Orme, i. 209
peace offers from the Nawab, i. 354
Persiag correspongdence of ®ii. 2599260
plfn eto destroy French influence in
the Deccan, i. 235
political activities at Bath, ii. 361
presentation from E.L Co., i. 930
pPesses chaims of military offjcers, ii.
191 .
private life in Bengal, ii. 304
proposes compromise 're.his jaghire,
ii. 201 o °
o purchases country estates, #. 370
pursued by the Poligar’s troops, i. 135
raises a ba,tta,liongof sepoys, 1. 348
reaches Bombay, 1. 258 .
reappears in Parliament, ii. 367
reappointed to India, ii. 205
re-enters the army, i. 136
refused entrance to Fort William,
i, 342
regret at his departure from Bengal,
ii. 341 ¢
reorganises the army, ii. 122 et seq.,

Q e

replies to MP. Johnstone’s charge,
ii. 266 . o o

repyrts retr®at from Valcomda, i. 134

requested to remajp in India, ii. 332,
333

resents Kilpatrick&s onduct, i. 456

resigngghis ofce of Stewagd, i. ;20--

return to civil life,d. 109

returns to England, i. 223; ii. 17® 345

reviews the army at Rajmahal, ii. 43

sails for the Eaet a second time, i. 238

salutes Meer Jaffier as Nawab, ii. 5

school-days, i.é, 4, 5

self-reliance of, ii. 164 °

sends Watts gdraft proposals, i. 414,
415 .

gigns agfement to return to Ipdia,
i. 233 :

skirmish nea,r.Budge udge, i. 338

social activities of, i. 213 o

so®e President and Governor of Fort
Williamg ii. 117

strikes at the psyRhological moment,
i. 459 .

substantial fortune of, ii. 172 °

suicide of, ii. 411

sgprerseded by Lawrence, i. 171, 172

sympathy with Forde on his super-
session,eii. 151 .

the key of his policy, i. 40§
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Clive, Robert, Lord (continued)—
tributes to AdmiralgWatson, ii. 34
unablé to remain in India, ii. 334
1®u-cessful eally P i. 144
upbraios ~durajah Dowla, i. 449
urgeg @&y
i. 374, &75 .
views,on the salt trade, ii. 338, 358
wild youth of, i. 4
wisg policy at Bengal, ii. 296
swoundgd in a night attack, i. 181
.Coates, Ensign, i. 297
Coilady, enemy forcePat, i. 173
evacuation of fort, i. 134
$ort su‘rendered, i. 184
Coja Waied, i. 35% . o
Colbert, J. B., i. 25 *
COoleroon, the, crossed and recrossed,
ig 187, 191
Collett, Mr., i.0438; ii. 50 .
and®urrender of Port William, 1. 271
Condavid, i. 235
COondore, battle of, ii. 81 et seq.
Conflans, Marquis de, a vain boast by,
ii. §
force at his command, ii. 80 L4
on Lally, ii. 86
post in the Deman, ii. 75
surrender of, ii. 114
Conjeveram, Clive at, i. 139
Clive’s forced march to, i. 165
enemy occupation of, i. 143
Lally held up at, ii. 89
pagoda surrendered, i. 158
Connoidurg, i. 264
Cooke, Captain Edmund, i. 220
Cooke, John, %scribes the Black Hole,
i. 314% 316 .
evidgnce before Parliamentary Com.-
mittee, i. 424 PO
on sieée of Calcutta, d. 306, &9, 311,
312, 313 .
Oooper, Lieutenant, and the siege of
.. Covelong, » M4 °.
Coote, Ey¥e, i. 228,938, 340, 307
# complaint forwarded to, ii. 24
and Ram Narain, ii. 29, 31, 221
and Wateson’s commission, i, 343
answers Clive’s cfnsures, ii. 25
appointed Mo the Bengal command,
o ii. 148 M
at Chandlernagore, i. 386, 387, 394
at Hugli, i. 346, 347@
gengal Expedition #hdgi. 277
aptures Cutwa, i. 439, 440 .
credited with Plamsey victory, ii. 150
dilatorinems of, ii. 38
end of his Expedition, ii. 32
evidence before a Parliamentary
Committee, j 444, 445
gallantry gt Plassey, j. 457
garrisons Fort William, i, 342
insubordinate troops, ii. 28, 29, 30
ordered to return to Patna, ii. 38
prejudices of Clive against, ii.e149 ' 4
pursues Law, ii. 15, 20 et seq.
results of a cyclonic s{orm, ii. 187
.

Inclex .

istice with the F!ench,.
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Coote, Eyre (continued)—
Sulivan’s correspondence with, ii. 181
takeg Arcot, ii. 183
victory at Wandewash, ii. 171

Cope, Captain, i. 86, 9@ .
advice to MohammedAli, # 116
at Trichinopoly, i. 134

disastrous attack by, i. 127 .
ordered §o return to Fort 8t. David,
J- 17

presented to the Viceroy, i. 111
the Fordyce incident, i. 82
oCornish, Rear-Admiral, ii. 184, 188
Cornwall, Mr., and Clive, ii. 377
Cornwallis, Lord, and salaries of public
servants, i. 434; ii. 338
Coss, definition of, i. 369 (note)
Cosgigbazar, a station founded at, i. 279
factory surrounded, ii. 238
Surajah Dowla seizes factory at, i.
295
surrender of, i. 269
Court, Lieuggnant, i. 297, 318, 324
Covelong, capitulation of, i. 215
fort of, i. %07
siege of, i. 214
Coverepauk (Kaveripak), battle of, i. 165
et seq., 168
Cowry (Kaure),
(note)
Crillon, Chevalier de, Bussy and, ii. 94
Cuddalore, i. 52
again in British possession, ii. 184
arrival of French at, ii. 52
capitulation of, iir45
conditional surrender of, ii. 58
Freunch attack on, i. 65
Ogddapah annexed to Adoni, i. 125
Nawab of: his treachery, i. 118 et
seq., 124
Orme on annexation of, i. 125
Culna, Qlive’s force at, i. 438
Cumberland, Difke of, i. 236
Cutwa, fall of, i. 439

definition of, ii. 233

D

Dacca factory attacked, ii. 238

D’Ache, Admiral, ii. 60
a ‘ general chase” after, ii. 55
a protest from Lally, ii. 71
an engagement with Pocock, ii. 45
an unexpected sight for, ii. 54
refgses to co-operate with Lally, ii.

6 [

resolves not to attack the enemy,
ii. 59
sails for the Isle of France, ii. T1
Dalton, Captain, i. 239
altruism of, i. 188
and the Valconda attack, i. 130,
his clever stratagem, i. 186 ¢
im charge of Téichinopoly, i. 199
joins Lawrence, i. 174, 175
- on the arrival of Miss Maskelyne,
i. 212
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Dalton, Captain (continued)s-
sends Clive some claret, i. 186
the Fordyce incident, i. 81, 82
wounded by a purst gun, i, 189
Dana Shaly betxgys Surajah Dowla, ii. 12
Dandies, definition of, ii. 22 (uncte)
Darbar kharach, meaning of, i. 434
Datd Kbhan, i. 139
captures Surajah Dowla,eii. 12
Daudpur, i. 439; ii. 2 .
Nawab’s encampment at, i. 451
D’Auteuil, M., i. 111
a precipitate retreat, i. 186
. attempts relief of Seringham, i. 191
joing La Touche near Trivadi, i. 117
joins the invaders, i. 105
replaces Law, i. 179
succeeded by Mr. Law, i. 156 e o
surrender of, i. 193
wounded in battle, i. 106
Dawson, Ensign, i. 143, 156
Day, Francis, i. 7 .
De Castro, Elizabeth, i. 78 ©
De Castro, Thomas Lopes, i. 78
Deccan, the, a blow at French ascend-
ency in, ii. 116
Expedition abandoned, i. 265
French influence in, i. 235
loss of French power in, ii. 75
Mahratta invasion, i. 95
under Mogul government, i. 92
De Finck, Captain, i. 260
De Kirjean (see Kirjean) -
D’Espréménil (sece Espréménil)
D’Estaing, Count, ii. 54
bravery of, ii. 88
conveys protest to D’Ache, ii. 71
dispatched to Cuddalore, ii. 57
taken prisoner, ii. 95
Delaitre, M., and Dupleix, i. 226
Delamotte, John, i. 391
De la Touche surpmses the Viceroy, i. 114
De Leyrit, M., ii. 58
Caillaud intercepts a letter to, ii. 102
informed of abandonment of siege,

ii. 102
e Opposes Expedition agamsg Madras,
#i. 88
succeeds Godeheu at Pondicherry,
- 1. 257

Delhi sagked by Nadir Shah, 1. 99
Deonhully, siege of, i. 162
De Terraneau (see Terraneau) =~
Devaraj, Chikka, i. 161
Dgvicotah, fort of, i. 85 .
Ma,skelyne wounded at, i. 109 (note)
storming of, i. 89
the garrison abandoned, ii. 60
Devignes, M., accurate firing by, i. 393
Dhalavay, definition of, i. 161
-Diwani, meaning of, ii. 212 (note)
Dorscghire Regiment, the, i. 437
Désgt Ali dlspatches a force to Tr‘chx-
nopoly, i. 94 P
slain in battle, i. 95
succeeds Saadab Alighan, i. 94
Douglas, Ensign, i. 297

.In,dex .

*

0
Dow, Captain, his skull fract®red, ii. 272

-Drake, Roger, Clgve's letter to, i. 258

desertion of, j. 308
evil tidings tSoun, 1. 269 £ o
receives drafts of treasye i. 421
Drap&“ Col. William, appoin®eds Lieut.-
Governor of @finorca, i® 90 (note)
as soldier and controversialist, ii. 90
(and note)
charges of misconduct agamst,[aeut -
Gen. Murray, ii. 90 (noted
gallantry of, aond his mertification,.
ii. 93
Draper, Daniel, replies to compla,mt by
Clive, i. 268
DuandDgwan) definitlon of, i. %1 (note)
Dubgsh, meaning of, i. 50
Dulab Ram, his edehght at Chve 8
return, ii. 260
Dumgs, anginsolent dethand from a
Mahratta commander, i. 96°
and the French E.L -Co., i. 28
preparations for war, i 87
resolute action by, i. 96, 97° .
Dymbleton, AdJutant i..247 .
m Dum, ii. 315
Duplexx, Mada,me and Chanda, Saheb
i. 103
and the siege of Pondicherry, i. 79
intrigues of, i. 79, 201, 253
Dupleix, M., a remonstrance
French Company, i. 226
and La Bourdonnais, i. 32, 34, 37, 41
and Law, i. 159, 163, 170, 171
and the Afghan ehiefs’ demands, 1. 123 |
and the Nawab of the Carna,tic, i. 57,
102 °
as Mogul’s Viceroy, i. 202
birth and death of his only ehilgd, i

from

LY . .
Chanda Sal®b’s gifts to, i. 106, 107
Conflansg’ confidences to, ii. 86
“congratulatory letters to, i. 83
death of, i. 256 o ° -
evagive ?a,nswer to the Nawab, 240
farewell to Pondicherry, i. 252 o
handed warrant of deprivation, i. 249
his defence of Pgndicherry, i. 77
intrigues of, i. 118, 119,201
ironical letter tp Law, i. 179
marriage of, i. 78
Muzaffar Jang_and, i. 105‘121 122
orders trial o% ’Auteuﬂ . 113
‘privileges Gnfirmed by Sa abat Jpe,
125
proclaams Rajl Saheb Nawab of
Carnatic, i. 202
proopemty of Cha.ndernagore due to,
i. 383
‘receives La°Bourdonna15 i. 34
refuses to see Chanda Saheb i.
reinforcement for, i. 202
releases Major Lawrence on parole,
i. 88 (note)
rupture with La Bourdonnais, i. 37
Salabat Jamg's ° commission” and a
pretended ambassador, i. 01 (note)

168
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Dupleix, Me (continued)—
secret correspondenge with Chanda
Saheb, i. 103
fefis embassy to Nalir Jang, i. 114
statue of, 26 Pondicheryy, i. 254

strege®ens defences of PondicBerry, .

i.65 e °
succegds Dumas at Pondicherry, i. 28,
29

thygatens De Kirjean, i. 205
%unfoungled charge against Lawrence,
i. 196
violates the Englﬁh colours on the
high seas, i. 204
war prgparations, i. 37
Dupleix-Futtehabal¥, i. 123, 162 178
Du Pre, Josias, on Eyre Coote, ii.
(note)
‘“ Durey,” meaning 8f, i. 14 (note)
Dusticks (Dus®ucks), deﬁniti'on of, gi. 6

-

152

Dutch 8ampaign, the®ii. 16

Dutch East India Company, quarters in
Chandernagore, i. 385 (note)
their aceount of battle of Badarah,
ii. (note)
Dutch Government, the, supply La.,ly
with ammunition, ii. 65
.Dutch. the, a rufoured Expedition to
Bengal, ii. 146
defeated on land and sea, ii. 159
grievances and threats of, ii. 154
protest against search of vessels, ii.
148

request Forde to cease hostilities, ii.
163 .
tear down the British colours, ii. 155
Duvelaer,.M., b 227

Y ®
. E .. [
East INDIA Compai¥, the, a discreditable
epoch in annals of, ii. 207
.. & momentous ctign, ii. 201
afminftration = transfer’®d to the
e Crown, ii. 178
and Meer Cossim, ii. 212, 214
and Meer Jaﬁier’s.presents, ii. 10
bitter lette\‘r from Clive to, ii. 165, 181
Board replaced by.a, Council, ii. 309
Burke on the diwani to, ii. 289
cession & Devicotah, i. 91
charters of. 1. 6; i 177, 178
hittagdng Expedition,ei. 281 et seq.
live a Junior Merchant, i. 136*
Clive appointed Pfesident in Bengal,
ii. 49 @
Clive 8n a new agreement, ii.&67
Clive returns to civil life, i. 109
QOlive’s appointgaent to,'i. 6
Clive’s attitude regarding corruption,
ii. 262 et seq.
Clive’s diwani, ii. 284
Clive’s letter on Indian affairs, ii. 3
commandeer all firearms, ii. 4%
company’s counsel af Bar of the
Hou.se, ii. 400

Index .

, & 423

i East India Company, the (continued)—

cougratu‘lations to Clive, i. 224; ii. 8,
348 .

Constitution of, ii. 195

« Qonsultation Boo®sl of, i. % *

Council reject Varlitta®’s agree-

d ment, ii. 231

{ Court advised of grant to Clive, ii.d44

!

courteoug letter to Clive, ii. 357
dgtermine to reduce expenses, i. 109
election of Sulivan and his party,
ii, 197

o established in Bengal, i. 279
extortions of servants, ii. 294
French company and, i. 226
Godeheu’s peace overtures, i. 250, 251
Government loan to, ii. 402
$rgease of powers, ii. 175, 296
informed of rebellions in Hindustan,

ii. 42

instructions to Stringer Lawrence,
i. 170 .

invite Clwe to “ dine on a turtle,”
ii. 366

legal proceedings against Jphnstone,
ii. 353

' Magna Charta of, ii. 286
memoranda on treaty with France,
ii. 193 i
Parliament and the aflairs of, ii. 386
et seq. ’
peculation among servants of, ii. 338
presentation to Clive, i. 230
. Presidency removed to Fort
George, i. 173
proprietors compose their differences
with Clive, ii. 198
epbrovisional treaty with French com-
pany, i. 254
question of inland trade, ii. 225, 297
et seq., 302, 303
question of reformation of constitu-
tion of, ii. 286 et seq.
Regulating Aet of, ii. 409
request Clive to remain in India, il.
332
revengeful action of Sulivan’s partyy
ii. 1 .
salt trade question, ii. 297, 298, 302,
327, 332, 336, 338, 351, 355, 358, 389
send Clive to Bombay, i. 236.
staff at Madras, i. 20
stock bought by Clive, ii. 258
terms of peace with the Dutch, ii. 163
thagik Clive, ii. 172
“the Investment,” ii. 373 L4
the King’s Speech, ii. 397
treaty signed by the Nawab, i. 361
Verelst on depleted exchequer, ii. 371
Warren Hastings and, ii. 378
Watson arrives at Fort 8t. David,
i, 251 -®
Eaton, Dr., shrewd perception of, i. 3
Ecc8jee (see Venloii)
Eckman, Peter, i. 37
Edgecumbe famuy and a Cornish elec-
tion, i, 231

St.
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Elephants as
(note)
Elizabeth, Queen, charter to E.1. Co., 1.6
Ellls Mr., a pgsoner at Monghyr ii.

27, 240
action by, &uses bloodshed, ii. 232
attack on Patna, ii. 236 et seq.
® murder of, ii. 242
offends the Nawab, ii. 22
Elore (Yalore), Forde's occupatign of,
ii, 105
Elphinstone, Mountstuart, on Afgha,n
perfidy, i. 120 (note)
on restoration of Madras, i. 107
Elsemeram, rock and pagoda of, i. 133
England acquires Fort 8t. David, i. 51
war with France, i. 101, 348
Eshruffies (Ashrafi), definition ofe id 132
Espréménil, M. d’, i. 41
assumes the oflensive, i, 47
deposed by La Bourdonnais, i. 43
takes charge of the fert, i, 42
Estaing, Comte @’ (see D’Extaing)
European prisoners threatened with Boscawen’s arrival at, i 87 °
death, ii. 241 brawls at, i. 53
“ Expense magazine,” definition of, ii. © iession of, i. 51
112 (note) English squa,dron's arrival at, i. 30
Eyre, Mr., death of, i. 319 entry of the Fre®h, ii. 60
first justices of, i. 52
Government’s letter to Olive, i. 109
F in British possession, ii. 184 <
influx of English refugees, i. 50
Lawrence’s unexpected arrival, i. 169
reinforcements for Arcot, i. 147
° sanctions attack on Arcot, i. 138
Saunders succeeds Floyer, i. 126
second attempt at cgpturg, i. 59
Shahaji’s terms accepted, 1. 86
surrender of, ii. 51 3
Fort St. George again becogues Presx-,
ency of®E.I. Co., i. 172
attacked by the Flench, i. 36 .
bombardment of, i. 40

.Index

battering-rgms, i. 150

.0

Forde, Colonel (contmued)—.
handicapped @by lack of money, ii.
104, 108 o o
joing AnandaeRaz, ii. 79
mysterious dma,ppeamgace of, i. 374 [
p! r eives grave news, ii. 1089 o
repulsed at Nellore, ii. ¥6
sails from Masulipatam, ii. o152
siege of Masulipatam, ii. 106, 114
takes house of Dutch Comnaay at
Barnagore, ii. 157 .
Vizagapatam , Expedition:
letter, ii. 78
Fordyce, Rev. Mr., a charge against
Olive—and the gonsequegcees, 1.680-83
Foreeteg? Captain, il. 154 .

Fort d’Orléans, Chandernagore, i. 384
demolition of, i, 402 .
siege and surreﬁder of, i, 386 ot seq.

Forg Goa, Gomb: xdme'nt'of i, 264
Fort 8t. David, a traveller’s de8cription [
of, i, 52
besleged by the French, i. 54, 57; ii. 58

QOlive's

Farmdn, definition of, ii. 6 (note) ~

Farokshah, Emperor, i. 361

Pattedurg, i. 264 .

Fischer, Captain, ii. 110, 113

Pitscher, Colonel, i. 252

Fitzpatrick, Mr., i. 275

Fletcher, Major Sir Robert, ii. 273
a flimsy explanation by, ii. 323
accusations by his officers, ii. 323
cashiered by court-martial, ii. 326
command in Bengal Army, ii. 290

fights the Mahrattas, ii. 275 Clive a pomud , i6 -
reports mutiny of European troops, crmcaé) situation of, ii. 9 ’
ii. 322 defences of, i. 19 o

resignation of his oﬂicers, ii, 319, 320
Floyer, @overnor, i, 65
and ng of Tan;ore i. 90
his  “attachment to
ideas,” 1. 109
mqﬂiry into a charge agamst Clive,
© 1, 80 et seq.
removal from Fort St. Davui i. 116
. Fontainebleau, Clive at, ii. 364 o
@ontenoy, Lally at, ii. 62

Diary Book of Council, i. 25
- English flag holsted at, i. 107
fall of, i, 54
founding of,
Lally’s siege o? ii. 92 et seq. L4 <
preparations for defenc® ii. 89
gtaff at, i. 20°
the garrioon; i. 37 d o
Foft William, i, 290; ii. 40
Committee’s ofer to Olive, ii. 48
Forde, G_olonel i 228 deserted by the enem¥®, i. 342
altru}sm of, ii. 154 settlement, of Chve-Wa,tso’] dispute, =
appointed to Bengal, ii. 77 . i. 345

7 battle of Badarah, ii. 161 ot seq. surrender® to the Moors, i. 271
Bengal command cancelled, ii. 148

mercantile <

£ver of, ii. 76
ve on unrecognised claims of ii,

the garrisqn and fortifications, i. 296,
347

°
the Select Committee and Olive, i.

350, 351
Q‘ouﬁla/r definition of, ii. 22 (note)
Fournier, M., i. 372
Fowke, Joseph, and Mr.j‘ordxce, i. 82
. L ]

Ohves fl‘lelldshlp ?vn.h ii. 76
“ compleat victory ” at Condore, ii. 84
force at his dispos®l, ii. 80




' Ganj {Gunge), definition 8f, ii. 40

LN ;
Char%es, opposes a Government
meagure, ii. 409
Foxe Penry (afterwardsy,Lord Holland),
and Clive, 1, 225 o
carries a diwision in the House, i. 231
France at®zenith of her glory in fndia,
i. 126 ® L4
Clive’s tour in, ii. 363 et seq.
war with Great Britain, i. 101, 348
warewith Holland, i. 27, 45
Frinces, Isieut. Richard, murder of, i. 285
Jrankland, Lieut.-Colg i. 306
Frederick the Great, ﬁ apoleon on, i. 208
Freeman, Captain, of the Montague, i. 11
TFre®ich Eggt IndiaCompany, the, i. 25
factory and fort in Chandegmmgore,
i. 384
Francois Martin gnd, i. 26-8
neftiations with English Company,
i207, 2500 o . .
French, the, cession of Indian lands to,
i, 236
offers of neutrality to, i. 351, 353, 366,
372 . * ()
restore Madras to England, i. 107 Py
retreat of, i. 112
. surprise the Mahratta camp, i. 154
JFuller, Rose, ii. 4
Fullerton, Dr., heroism of, ii. 208
the sole survivor of Patna, ii. 242
Falta, plight of Calcutta refugees at,
i. 334

Fox,

village of, i. 333
Fyzabad occupied by Fletcher, ii. 274

o © G

GALy1VAG, definition of, i. 263 (note)
Ganges Ggte, i. 384 (notg) °

Gaskell, Miss, ma®ries Richard Clive, i. 2
Gazoody Cawn, i. 442
George II., King, &atlp of, ii. 173
réceived Glive, i1, 172 ®
Geqrge III., King, confers a peerage on
Clive, ii. 179, 180
Ghazi-ud-din, Vizier, ii. 125
appointed to Mogul army, i. 100
Gheria, a pirate stronghold, i. 262
British flag hoisted at, i. 266
plans fo? reducing fortress, i. 265
Gibbon, E.,.describes %spirited debate,
ii. 405

i ®

Gil&lrist, Lieutenant, of the Namur?i. 88

Gingee, Orme’s descr®tion of, i, 117
seized by ® Maratha chief, i. 26
siege &, ordered by Saunders, ¢ 200
storming of, i. 117, 118
surrender of, . 189 e

Gingen, Captagn, i. 63, 12
and the siege of Trichinopoly, i. 160
breaks camp, i. 131
Dalton on, i. 129
encamps near Valconda, i. 128 @
in command, i. 200 .

order%d to attack Va.lc.onda, i. 128

' 4
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Gladwin, Fnancis, Clive’s interest in, ii.
339

Glass, Lieut., i. 141, 144
taken prisoner, i. 15§
Goa, Fort, bombardment.of, ig264
Gobindpur, i. 284; ii. 40
Godeheu, M., assumes office, i, 250
commanded to arrest Dupleix, i. 237
hands Depleix warrant of depriva-
&ion, i. 249
lands at Pondicherry, i. 249
overtures for peace, i. 250
® preferment for, i. 227
sails for Madras, i. 228
signs articles of suspension of hos-
tilities, i. 252
Golconda, Forde’s Expedition to, ii. 78
Goldea Rock (Trichinopoly), i. 133
battle of, i. 240 et seq.
Gomasthas, their duties explained, ii. 226
Goodere, Major, i. 69
Govindpore (s® Gobindpur)
“ Grab,” deition of, i. 263 (note)
Grafton, Duke of, ii. 345
authorises delivery
presents, ii. 347
resigns Premiership, ii. 376
Granby, Marquis of, ii. 90 (note)
Grandpré, L. de, describes a country
house, i. 380
Grant, Captain, i. 297, 412; ii. 20
and the Bengal Expedition, i. 277
on Fort William, i. 296
rave, Captain, desertion of, i. 308
ray, Mr., resignation of, ii. 309
Great Britain: war with France, i. 101,
348
Gmeenville, Ensign, i. 73
Grenville, George, acknowledges Clive’s
letter, ii. 347 .
becomes Secretary of State, ii. 19
Clive’s friendghip with, ii. 178
Qlive’s note to, on Rio Janeiro, ii. 249
concern at Clive’s illness, ii. 356
congratulates Clive on his return, ii.

of Clive's

346
death ¢f, ii. 375 )
sends Clive important politica® in-
formation, ii. 349, 361 .

Griffin, Admiral, i. 64

and Nizam-al-Mulk, i. 102

resigns his command, i. 67
Grose and the French casualties in-a

running fight, ii. 70 (note)

Gungee(Ganj), definition of, ii. 40
Gunny, meaning of, i. 385 (note) .
Gwire, Mr., dismissal of, ii. 224

H

HALLYBURTON, JOHN, & commission f“, i. 63
and La Bourdonnais, i. 38
death of, i. 77
Hamilton, Mr., i. 361 (note)
Hardwicke, LOI‘(‘ and Clive, i. 225, 364
(note)
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Hariharpur, a factory at, & 279
Harris, Mr., i. 39
Hastings, Warren, a delicate mission,

o ii. 224
an¥l Egre Qpote, ii. 152 (note)
and Oriental etiquette, ii. 126 °

applies for restoration in Company’s
service, ii. 378
asked to persuade CliPe to remain
in India, ii. 168 .
at Christ’s Hospital, i. 5 (note)
evidence on the East India Com-
pany’s aflairs, ii. 378 *
first Governor-General of India, ii. 410
his knowledge of Persian, ii. 339
Meer Jaffier and, ii. 142, 146, 147, 166
offers Clive hospitality, ii. 129
protests against abuses, ii. 22¢ ®
removed from office of Resident, ii.
214, 224
sends Clive unwelcome news, ii. 126
visits Meer Cossim, if 214
wige advice from CliveSii. 378
Hatsell, Mr., i. 51.
Hay, Mr., a mission to Meer Cossim, ii.
233
detained as hostage, ii. 235 '
Haynes, Mr., i. 51 .
Hayter, Lieutenant, i. 437
death of, ii. 57
Heath, Captain, abandons Chittagon
enterprise, i. 288 - -
. commission and powers, i. 288 o
Heber, Bishop, on Chunar, ii. 271
Hemel Hempstead, Clive’s schooldays ag,
i. 5
Herring, Colonel, suspension of, i. 261
Hey, Lieutenant, i. 390 (]
an intelligent conclusion by, i. 391
Hijili, siege of, i. 285 et seq.
Hinde, Governor, i. 55 .
and the Nawab, i. §6, 58
‘“ Hindostany throne,” meaning of, ii. 217
Hindustan, “ Court manners” in, i. 101
first British entry into; ii. 28
Hippon, Captain, i. 6, 7
¢ Holderness, Lord, and Clive, i. 225
eonfers with French depu?ies, i. 227
signs Clive’s commission, i. 237
Holland, war with France, i. 27, 45
Holmeg, Lieutenant, i. 297
Holwell, John Zephaniah, ii. 48 (note),
154
a prisoner at Murshidabad, i. 326
account of Fort William, i. 285-6
and the siege of Oalcutta, i. 304
command in Calcutta campaign, i. 297
description of the “ Black Hole,” i. 315
elected Governor during a siege, i. 308
fellow prisoners in camp, i. 324
interviews Surajah Dowla, i. 312, 323
Meger Cossim and, ii. 211
‘“ Memorial ” on afiairs at Beng.a.l, ii.
210, 211
on Omichund’s arrest, i. 298
pacifies siege survigors, i. 317
sends a letter to Manikchand, i. 310

. Indexo
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Holwell, John Z'ephaniah (®ntinued)—
successfully @etitions for liberty, i. 327
surrender of, i. 311
tempted to commmit suicide, i.ng

Hough, Cap#ain, and the surrender. of

Gheria, i. 265-6 ) %o

Hugli, E.I. Co.’s®settlement at, i. 279
Expedition, i. 346 -
factory fired, i. 283
fort stormed, i. 346, 347 P
native governor’s “ humamity,” i® 325
value of plunger, i. 353 (note) .

Husain Dost Khan, i. 94

Husbul hookums defined ii, 231 (note)

Hussey, Richard, i. .231 ° o

Hyderafad, Nizams of, i. 92 ¢
subadhar of, i, 92

Hyder (Haidar) A)j (see Hyder Naick)

Hyder Naick (Hyder Ali), a fr@strated
o attaclg on Lgwrehc®, i. 248
career of, i. 162 *

Lally’s overtures to, ii. 185

. L] o ()
Al
° I :
InNp14, a new gold currency for, ii. 372
sn historic veldt® i. 133
caste conditions in, i. 148 (note)
Clive’s valuable work in, ii. 170
cost of living in, ii. 300
famine in, ii. 374, 383
Lally’s policy in, ii."87
mercantile system of:
change, ii. 37@
revival of peculation in, ii. 338
unselfishness of na@e m;oops, i. 147
(note) .
India, Southern, Mahratta Bsahgnans

a disastrous

1?1, 1. 84 o o ]
political sPate of, i. 92 et seq.

spread of Mahomfedan rule, i. 94
Ingham, Dr., ii. 245 .

appointed oneCligh’s sta.ﬁ,.ii. 205 ..

with Clive, visits Fyance, 1i. 368
Innis Khan, i. 206 °
Irwin, General, ii. 361 .
Ives, Dr, and ‘“Billy” Spokes, i. 395,

396 \

and the “outgitting o

of Omichund,
i. 425, 426 o
on a sailor’gy adventurfis action, i.
340 (note) .
Ive.s, E., defeription of Fort St. lb.vid,
i. 52
on social life 8f 18th c.entury, i. 213
. o : .
P J
JAFFIER (JAFAR), MEER (seg Meer Jafﬁer)
Jagat Seth (see Seth) °

Jaghirdaer, meaning of, ii. 139
qaghi're, definition of, i. 84; ii. 139
am®s, Commodore, i. 263
and Gherga fort, i. 265
opens fire on Suv‘a,ma,drug‘ i, 264



James, Righ® Hon. Sir
James, Robert, i, 237
Jameg II., King, and the E.L Co., i. 281
Jannoki Fort, ii. 148 e
Jennings, Lieutenant William, i. 277
Johnstore,®Governor, a cunning %ro-
posal by®ii. 393
accompanies Coote’s Expedition, ii. 32
and Vansittart, ii. 261
attacgs Clive, ii. 266
r8plies te Clive, ii. 391
« supplies material jor attacks on
Clive, ii. 383

. M, i. 411
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Johnstone, John, legal proceedings :
egains$, ii. 355.
Juggernadt Sing, i 299 ‘. ®

Junius, Letters of, Draper and, ii. 90
[ ]

.'K.

KALIRATA (sce Calcutta)
Kanchipuram (see Conjeveram)
Karanmasa, the, ii. 136
Karikal acQuired by France, i. 28, 95
Lally’s arrival at, ii. 67
‘surrender of, ii. 184
Earur (see Carour) ®
asem Ali Khan, ii. 12
Kasimbazar, surrender of, i. 269
Kaure, meaning of, ii. 233 (note)
Kaveripak (sce Coverepauk)
Keene, Lieutenant, i. 166, 167, 168
Kelsall, Captain, marriage of, i. 211
Kelsall, desertion and execution of, i.
183
Kempenfelt in, ii. 103
Kerr, Ensigﬁ illed in #ction, i. 338
Keshgr Singh, i. 337, 338
Khutbah, ¢efinition of, 1ig218 (notg
KXhwaja Wajid, i. 352 L]
Killut, Killaut, me®ning of, ii. 132 (note)
Kilpatrick, Major James, i. 131, 444; ii.
.. 48 (note) % o

Ca
, k

an the Bengal Expedition,®. 270, 274

amd the relief of Arcot, i. 152

at Chandernagore, i. 386, 387

at Fulta, i. 333

QOlive’s instractions to, i. 336

death of, ii. 40 .

joms Clive at Madras, i. 164

takes com®aand, i. 24

“unmilitary conductg of, i. 456
Ringg Captaih, i. 340, 347 @
Kinneéer, Major, i. 200

death of, i. 204 .

demandg su®render of Gingee, i. 201
« disabled in battle, i. 203 [
Kirjean, Chevalier de, coglmands Car-

natic force, i. 402

falls back on, Behar, i. 305
marches on Fort St. David, i. 204
storms Kurnool, i. 125
Kirk, Captain, death of, i. 244
Kissendas, reception at Calcutta, i®292

Surajah Dowla and, i. 333«

taken p.risoner, i. 299

&

427

Knox, Captain, a midiight reconnais.

sance, ii. 109
defeats Nawab of Purnia, ii. 209, 210
gallantry of, ii. 83
in command of batterigs, iigl154®
takes Narsapur f'«mtor)g,e ii. 105
Korah, a skirmish at, ii. 274
Kuli, Mohammed, and the storm &f
Patna, id. 134
captured and put to death, ii. 135
celebrates New Year’s Day, ii. 135
(See also Mohammed Kuli)
Rurnool, i. 124 (note)
stormed, i. 125
treachery of Nawab, i. 118 et seq., 124

L
I.A BournonnAlS and Dupleix, i. 31, 37, 41
at Pondicherry, i. 34, 44
career of, i. #8
Governor ®f Isles of France and
Bourbon, i. 28
his fleet destroyed, i. 43
imprisoned in the Bastille, i. 45
indefatigable perseverance of, i. 33
loots St. Thomé, i. 38
projeet to capture Madras, i. 29 ~
publication of his “ Mémoires,” i. 226
Lalgoody fort stormed, i. 177 .
T.ally, Brigadier, ii. 100
lly, Count, a blow for, ii. 185, 186
advances on Arcot, ii. 85
P arrives at Fort $t. David, ii. 57
characteristics of, ii. 53
Clive's opinion of, ii. 62
@mmander-in-Chief of French forces,
ii. 52 :
defeated at Wandewash, ii. 171
distrusted by his officers, ii. 88
Expedition agginst Fort St. David,
ii. 54
friction with Bussy, ii. 86, 87
his bold enterprise, ii. 85
marches towards Tanjore, ii. 64
Mysoreags decamp from Pondicherry, o
ii. 185 )
occupies Pigot’s country house, €i. 92
overtures to Hyder Ali, ii. 185
threatens Rajah of Tanjore, ijg 66
trouble with his troops, ii. 86
wounded, ii. 171
Latham, Captain, i. 390
conference with Clive, i. 345
on Plassey victory, ii. 9
Latham, Mrs., in Paris, ii. 363
La Villebague loots S8t. Thomé, i. 38
Lavour, Father, i. 64
Law, Mr., and Holwell, i. 326
chief of Cossimbazar, i. 400
conference with Lawrence, i. 194e
Saussure’s treacherous letter to, ii. 23
sulceeds D’Autggil, i, 159
supersession of, i. 179
Surajah Dowla‘and, i, 450; ii. 11, 15
gsurrender of, i.°195
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Law, Mr. (continued)—
taken prisoner, ii. 216
urges renewal of siege of Patna, ii. 135

o Vacillation ¢f, i. 416

Lawmencg, Jehn (father of Stringer
Lawrencej, i. 61

Lawrence, Stringer, a successful ruse,

® i 205

and D’Auteuil, i. 112 e
and the defences of Madras, #. 89
appointed Commander-in-Chief, i. 169
arrives at Fort St. David, i. 61, 62
battle of Behar, i. 205 .
Clive and, i. 171, 172 ’
Olive’'s annuity for, ii. 173 -
congratulates Clive; i. 177, 221
endeavours to reconcile the chiefs,
i. 199 oo
French attack on Cuddalore, i. 65
ill-bealth of, i. 200, 245, 246
in command of Company’s troops,
i. 69, 88, 89 .
informed of a forthcofiing presenta-
tion, i. 229-230 -
ingstructions as to plunder, i. 178
introduces a military code, i. 63
letters to Clive, i. 183, 184, 185
marches to relief of Cope, i. 90
Nagir Jang and, i. 114
on Clive, i.-91
on Morari Rao, i. 113 (note) )
reaches camp of Nasir Jang, i. 111
reinforcements for, ii. 89
release of, i. 88 (note) 0
resigns his command, i. 219
resumes command of the army, i. o
returns home, i. 126
sends Clive to King of Tanjore, j 173
suggests confinement of Chanda
Saheb, i, 194, 197
sympathetic letter to Clive, i. 219
taken prisoner, i. 71
treachery of Tellicherry sepoys, i. 62
warns Olive againstr terms with
enemy, i. 193 .
Leach’s act of chivalry, i. 316
o Le Baume, M,, i, 300, 301
& captain’s commission f@&r, i. 354
weunded, i. 303
Le Conte, M., i. 372
T.egge, Captain, cashiered, ii. 556 (note)
Lenno%, Mr., and the Fordyce incident,
i. 82
Lenoir and the French E.I. Co., i. 28
Le Roche, Captain, death of, 1473
Cleslie, Captain, i. 283
T.eycester, Mr., suspension of, ii. 309
Leyrit, De (see De Leyrit)
- Lin, Captain, i. 386, 387
Lincoln, Earl of, i. 231
Lindsay, Mr., and the Fordyce incident,

i 82 -
LinGsay, William, i. 324, 327

Lloyd, Captain, i. 72 .

Lostock (Cheshire),” Clive’s schooldays
at, i. 3

Louis XIV.,i. 25 _ 9

. Index
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v
0

.
Louis XV. ratffies Godehesp’s appoint-
. ‘ment, i. 2 X
Lug¢as, Captain, stops a combat,oi..ez

Jdishington, M4 i. 320
¢ and a fogged signatyre, i. 421, 422
ut®-unnisa, consort of Sursjgh Dowla,
o LI R EATL,

Luttirell;-Simon, 1. 231 o

Lyall, Sir Alfred, on Plassey battle,
i. 459

[ 4 .
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° M
MasBoT, WILLIAM, and Clivels projpcted
evetern to Engl®nd, ii.
_Olive’s letter to, i. 260
“unhappy news” from Clive, i. 275
Macaulay, a wilely-read pasgge of,
ii, 228
!Lis Essay on
233, 421; ii. 392 (note)
on Olive’s jaghire, ii. 144, 145
on Surajahe Dowlah, i. §28-9 4
on the revenue laws, ii. 24
@laceedum Nina, i. 51

Mackett, William, i. 297; ii. 50 :

his desertion exmlained, i. 308
Maclean, Captain, ii. 110
Madan, Mir {see Meer Murdeen) -
Madras, a dishonoured treaty, i. 49
an unusual salute for the new Mayor,
ii. 95
attacked by the French, i. 38
capitulation’of, i. 39
Clive as second in command, i. 268,
272 .
flight of the Englisi®i. R
Hastings’ appointment to, if, 378
itgestment.of, i 475 ij. 95 et scl.
L& Bourdennais’ scheme Yor capture
of, i. 32 .
Lally’s designs.on, ii. 63
re-exploratiqy ofei. 32
restor@d to the ﬁnglish, i®107 o
siege of Gingee ordered, i. 200
staff of East India Company, i. 20
terms of ransom, i. 44
the 1“9Black ” %and “ White” Towns,
i
weakened forfifications of, i. 108
Madras European Battalioe, i. 277
Madras Presid®ncy, a OCeded District,
i. 124 grofe) .
Madras Records, a grim entry in e, ii.
189 °
Madras';)ata.m, Francis Iday’s report on,
.. . [ 4
Ma,dfu‘a, reduction of, i. 257 g
revolt of ®he gargison, i. 126
Mahde, surrgnder of, ii, 189
Mahé acquired by Fran%e, i. 28
blockade of, i. 29 °
Mahfuz Khan abandons the English
ecauee, i. 59 :
arrives, at Fort St. David, i. 56

bribes and blandishments for, i. 57
)

c e .
®live, i. 5, 147 (Rote), 171,
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Mahfuz Kh®n (continudd)—
defeat of, i 48
ipvegts Madras, 1. 47
surprise attack on Paradis, i. 54

® Mahratta Brahmans, i. 84

~

Mahratt®d®advance upon Kalpe, ii. %74
gallantry ®f, i. 241, M2
pillage and outrages, i. 96, 97,
Maidapur (see Mandipur)
Majgsime French commander, a frus-
trate®plan, i. 248
Malcolm on Olive andglawrence, i. 171
on Clive’s “ expensive living,” i. 234
Mdalguzdré, meaning of, ii. 219 (note)
Mal®Rson, @ol. G. By, on Omichund, i. 419
Malwa, cdesion and division of* 4. %9
Mandipur, British force at, ii. 3
Manik&hand (Governgr of Hugli), i. 310,
3
a shop throu®h his gurbas, i. 338 339
attacks Clive, i. 338
Clive’s correspondence with, i. 334, 335
measures .to strengthen the forts, i.
L]

Manninghgm, Charles, ii. 48 (note), 50
\ and Ram Narain’s surrender, ii. 130
s evidence before Parliamentary Select
. Committee, ii.$94
on capitulation of Cuddalore, ii. 45
Manningham, Colonel, i. 306

® Mansfield, Lord, and Olive, i. 225

Mapletoft, Captain-Lieutenant, i. 297
Market Drayton, i, 1
QOlive at the grammar school, i. 4
Markus on the march*to Patna, ii. 235
Marlborough, Bolingbroke on, i. 254
Marshall, @pt@'n, of the Namur, i. 88
Martin, Captain, i. 390®
vigitss Admiral Watson on his death-
bed, ig 423 ° °
wounded, ii. 68 b
Martin, Frangois, Yeath of, i. 28
his colony at Pondicherry, i. 26
Maskar, Arm&iae, co%mand in
Meer Cogsimg army, ii. 223
Maskelyne, Edmund, i. 211; ii. 245
accompanies Clive to France, ii. 363
and the Govermmgent of Fort St.
David, i. 109
appointed A.D.Q. to Clive, ii. 205

g®sipy letters to Lady Clive, ii. 250,
251, 344°® “

invites hig sister to dras, i. 210

rgport on Utatoor, i. 131 @

surrenders to the sepoys, i. 132 ¢

Maskelyne, Miss, arfves at Madras, °
iatt, ®
=, marries Clive, i, 221 .

Maskelyne, Nevil, Astronqner-Royal, i

211 [ ]
Masnab, meaniag of, ii. 138
eMason, John, i. 281, 282
Master, Streynsham, and Job Charnock,
i. 280 &
Masulipatam, a surprise attack, i.#115
an English agency at, ie7°®
British.enter the fort, ii. 111
[ ]

. Index.

Masulipatamy (continued)—
British flag hoisted at, ii. 114
investment of, ii. 16
seizure of French eﬂvts at, i. 115
the storming party, 1i'110 o °*
e Maudave, Captain, ii. 66
Mayapure, Clive’s advance on, i. 337
Mayillapur (se¢e St. Thomé)
McDonald, Mr., ii, 47

fused, ii. 213
a gross breach of faith, ii. 230

ii. 217, 218
and Mohammed Ami, ii. 30
and Ram Narain, ii. 29, 219

amdsthe succession, ii. 211

agreement, ii. 232
arrest of the Seths, ii. 234
asks for renmval of Ellis, ii. 235
atrocities @rdered by, ii. 243
3 attacks Patna, ii. 243 )
cause of war with, ii. 297

observance by, ii. 234
detains a fleet of boats, ii. 235
dies in poverty at Delhi, ii. 273
dismisses Ram Narain, ii. 221

meets Shah Alam, ii. 217

pacifies the mutineers, ii. 211
¢ bayment to Hastings, ii. 215

@ ii. 241

treaty with BE.I. Co., ii. 212

Vansittart and, ii. 213, 222, 230
Meer Jaffier (Mir Jafar), i. 452

a bequest to CJive, ii. 317, 318

a dispute with his son, ii. 166

mittee, i. 433

ii. 167
and Olive’s jaghire, ii. 140 et sow.
and Rai Dulab, ii. 61

ii. 14
and the Nawab, i. 450

I ii. 446-7
attitude of Nawab towards, i. 458

! conducted to Daudpur, ii. 2
death of, ii. 256
deposition of, i. 433; ii. 213

execution of state prisohers, ii. 241

alienatéd his subjects, ii. 125 .

¢ . 429

Meer eCosgim, a bribe offered—and re-

¢ agreed-upon tribute to Shah Alam,

and revenues of Bengal, ii. 224 et seq.

anger of, at rejection of Vansittart's

comments on treaties and their

orders murder of Europeans, ii. 242

suggests murder of Meer Jaffier, ii. 211
threatens to kill British prisoners,

a promised donation to the Com-

agrees to demands of Crown Prince,

and the murder of Surajah gDowla,

and the suggested Dutch Expedition,

i Clive hears incredible news of, ii. 127

forbids entry of Dutch troops, ii. 147

| frank speech from Clive, ii. 1294130

Holwell on treachery of, ii. 211
infapacity of, i 41

; informed of correspondence with

Shahzada, ii. 129
intrigues with The Dutch, ii. 138



430, o

Meer Jaflier (Mir Jafar) (centinued)—
Jealousy of, ii. 138
joing conspiracy against Sura;ah
o Dowla, i. 4%l et seq.
meetsdla,llnud ii. 167
Omichund and, i. 416
ordered to march to Plassey, i. 410
presents for the Admirals, ii. 9
proves faithless, i. 440 Ot seq.
receives homage as Nawab, ii. &
reconciliation with Rai Dulab, ii. 44
re-establishment of, ii. 238
regret at Clive’s impending d&
parture, ii. 168 .
signs the treaties, i. 433
supported by Select Committee, i. 414
the Nawab’s distrust of, i. 431
threatened with death, ii. 21#® ®
vigits Oalcutta, ii. 62
Warren Hastings’ suspicions of, ii. 153
Meer Murdeen, i. 453, 454

death of, i. 458 b
Meeran (Miran) (son of Qeer Jaﬂier),
ii. 13

a dispute with the Nawab, ii. 166

a settlement with, ii. 163

COlive’s estimate of, ii. 176

excuses slaughter of Surajah Dowlah,
ii. 14 (note)

general detestation of, ii. 43

joins Caillaud, ii. 208

pursues Shah Alam, ii. 210

tragic death of, ii. 210 0
Meliapur (Mayillapur), i. 7 (note) (¢f. St.
Thomé) 0
Merchant Taylors’ School, Clive at, i. 5

Mestiz, definition of, i. 166 (note)
“ Mldr;a.pore Rebel,” the, and Clive®ii.
49 -
‘“ Midsholl, otherwise Mxtchell ”
mentary election for, i. 231
Miles, Captain, Clive @n, ii. 315
Mill, James, and the undeceiving of
Omichund, ii. 7
hig estimate of his countrymen,i. 314
obsgervations .on a ‘ disagreeable
° determination,” ii. 264
oh Clive’s jaghire, ii. 145, 285
on®Clive’s “ turbulence,” i. 83
on the English-French treaty, i. 256
on the execution of Chanda -Saheb,
i, 196
‘“ guspicious ”’ of Clive’s trading part-
nership, ii. 300
MIHB, Captain, his humanity ®%n the
Black Hole, i. 322
Minchen, Captain, i. 304
desertion of, i. 308
Holwell on, i. 296
Mirza Mahmud succeeds Alivardi Khan,
i. 292
Mizmer, Captain, of the Warwick, i. 11
Mogul Empire, causes of its fall, i 9
Mogul Government, @oads constructed
by, i. 438
Mohammed Ali, an(b the seizure of
Chanda Saheb, i. 194

Parlia-

. Index ' 0

Mohammed Ali Rcontinued)®-
application fto Cuddalore Goveru-
ment, i. Y7 oo
attacked anderouted, i. 117
desertion eof hig troows, i. 127
ght of, i. 106
joins Nasir Jung, i. 111e
Nanj Raj and, i. 198
prevaricating conduct of, i. 117
reduces Madura and Tlnevelw. i. 257
repulse of, i. 116 b
Saunders’s support of, i. 126 -
sends envoy to Mysore, i. 160, 161
succeeds his father, i. 111

takes the field, i 116 ®
Moh®mgfed Ami lbrother *of Meer
Jaffier), ii, 29
Mohammed Beg %ays Surajah Dowla,
i, 13

Molammeds Iﬁoo%u. 97® .
Mohammed Kuli, Ram Narain’s visit to,
ii. 132
Viceroy of Alla,haba.d 11 125

(Cf. K o
ohammed Reza, Khan, ii. 2&
Clive’s distrust of, ii. 278 V4
his monetary gifts, ii. 265 V4
Mohammed Said (sBn of Safdar Al),
and Nizam-al-Mulk, i. 100
assassination of, i. 101
Mohammed Shah, i. 99
Mohammed Yusuf of Nellore, L.awrence
on, i. 246
Mohun Lal, i, 367
ordered to fall ®back, i. 458
Molitur, Lieutenant, i. 379
Mompesson, Major, i. 6g 69 o
Monakji, ii. 65, 8
and Chanda Saheb, i. 194 @ o
orgprs exewtlon of Ghargla Saheb,,
i. 196
Moneah, Coote’s arru’al at, ii. 30
Monghyr a plot among army ofﬁcers
at, iia319 ©
Clive aﬂdresses maleontént troo'ps at
ii. 323
Coote’s force at, ii. 28
expulsion of offigers from, ii. 324
Meer Cossim in residence at, ii. 223
Monson, Williamgii. 103
treats with La Bourdonyais, i. 8
Moor, John, angl the Tat&ore Expedi-
tion, i. 89 o
Mogqta Gyll Nutl Jhil), ii. 278 o
Moracin, M., brings reinforcements, 1i. §8

ordered to joilf Lally, ji. 75

Moran, Captain, ii. 111 o

Morafi Rao, i. 95 -
and Chandg Saheb, i. 194

and Trichinopoly, d. 199
Clive’s message to, i. #48
pursues D’Auteuil, i. 113 []
More, Major, ii. 185
oreton Say, Clive’'s burial in, ii. 411
halnlet of, i. 1
Morley, LA8rdy his euphemistic phrase,
i. 434 °®



\.
Morrees, defnition of, i§8 (note)
Morrice, Mr., i. 156
Morsg,gicholas (Governgr of Madras),
1. z5, 36 .

-
[ a prisoner, is42 .
signs g ®reaty, i. 44 °
Moses, Levy,ei. 81 [
Mowat, Captain, ii. 247
Muir, Major, i. 68
Mulhag Rao Holkar, i. 99; ii. 273
aflvances upon Calpee, ii. 274
Nuncarra, Nawab's fogee at, i. 451
Munro, Colonel Hector, ii. 186
conditions for peace negotiations, ii.
v o
evidenct before Parliamenta!x ®lect
Committee, ii. 394
. reaches Benares, ij, 269

resighs command army, ii. 273

siege of Fort(}huna“, ii. @71 .

supprsses sepoy mutiny, ii. 243

victory at Buxar, ii. 244

waits on the Emperor, ii. 270
Murphy, Cgldhel, taken Prisoner, ii. 171

Murray, Licut.-General, charges a,gaiqst“
ii. 90 (note)
rshidabad, Caillaud at, ii. 165

live arrives at,%i. 38
Clive’s progress through, ii. 137
described by Clive, ii. 4

L J Holwell and his fellow prisoners at,

i. 326
in a state of mutiny, i. 450
Resident appointed Supervisor, ii. 295
troops threaten Meex Jaffier at, 1i. 211
Murtaza Ali, i. 94
assa.ssina;es fdar Ali, i. 98
flight from Arcot, i. 98
jogns Bezza Saheb, i. 145
proclaimgd Nabob of ¢.he Cangatic,
i. 98
Mustees, definition Bf, i. 166 (note)
Muti Jhil (see Moota Gyll}
Mutiny Acg passed‘{o.lndi@ forces,
i.%230 (note) o
Muxaslavad, Expedition to, i. 437 et seq.
Muzaffar Jang, a durbar at Pondi-
cherry, i. 121

becomes Viceroy of.the Deccan, i. 120
Chanda Saheb and, ig 105
pr®@laimed Subadhar, i, 106

surrender 8f, i. 113
tragic dea,gh of, i. 12
Mysov. Regent of, Dupleix’s®romise o,
1. 201
Treaty of, i..124 (not®)
- * °
N ®

Nabir SHAR (NADgr KuLl), gwim irony of,
i. 99
invades Hindustan, i. 99

~

Index

Najim-ud-Dogvlah, ii. 261

Nagore, plunder of, ii. 65 P
Nague (see Naik) L4
Naib, meaning of, ii. 6 P ;
Naik (“ Nague ), definition of, i. 8 (note) '1
[ ]

Nandkeemar (see Nuncongar)
.Nanj Raj, a compact with Mohammed

S

b@wca,stle, Duke of, ii. 178

o ¢431

Clive’s interviews with, ii. 265, 278
signs a treaty, ii. 262

visits Clive, ii. 265 -
o

Ali, i. 161
and Hyder Naick, i. 162, 163 hd
arrives ateTrichinopoly, i. 163
Mopammed Ali’s promise to, i. 198

Napoleon’s criticism of Frederick the

Great, i. 208

MNarsapur, French factory at, ii. 105
Nagir Jang, advance on Pondicherry,

i 111
advances towards Gingee, i. 118
assumes the government, i. 105
breaks camp and marches to Arcot,
i. 115
death of, i. 120
discontented Pathan chiefs and, i. 114
exhorted to esettle Carnatic aflairs,
i. 110 [ ]
Lawrence and, i, 111
rebellion and imprisonment of, i. 100
treachery in the camp, i. 119

“ Nautical Almanac,” the, establishment

of, i. 211

Nazar, meaning of, ii. 139
Negapatam, banquet to La Bourdonnais

at, i. 35
capture and cession of, i. 31 (note)
Dutch ships arrive at, ii. 153
1llore, Forde’s repulse at, ii. 76

and Clive’s election, i. 231

and the Worcester election, ii. 174

l®comes Premier, i. 230

Clive’s peerage and, ii. 179

Maskelyne’s Indian appointment and,
i. 211

resignation of, di. 192

Nicholson, John, i, 281

a Royal commission for, i. 282

Nicolaas, M., i. 372
Nizam-al-Mulk (Asaf Jah), death of, i. 104

Mahratty intrigues against, i. 99
viceroy of Hyderabad, i. 92 4

Nobekissen (Nobkishn Munshi), ii. €17
Norris, Mr., i. 279
North, Lord, and Clive, ii. 376, 3g9, 381,

382, 385

as Premier, ii. 376

moves for a Committee of Secrecy,
ii. 8

recommends Clive for Lord-Lieuten-.

ancy of Salop, ii. 395
replies to Burke, ii. 401
speech on E.I. Co.’s aflairs, ii. 399

Northern Sircars (8arkars), i. 235, 255

ceded to the British, ii. 115, 116
strategic importance of, ii. 87 e

Norton, Fletcher, counsel’s opinion as

t& Clive’s jaghdre, ii. 198
opinion on a legacy to Clive, ii. 349

Now Roy. festival gf, ii. 134
Nugent, Earl,;i. 23

*



432 , o
¢ o
Nuncomar, a bribe for, i. 39§
an act of revenge against Clive, i. 412
cunning and treachery of, i. 370

evil practices of, ii. 61
Soverngr ofﬁﬂlgli, i. 369

Nuzzur (Nuzzd¥), definition of, i. 122
{note)
L[]
°
. 0 b
O’LALLY, SIR GERARD, ii. 52
Omar Beg, i. 418 .

and the fictitious treaty, i. 433
Meer Jaflier’s admission to, i. 442
Omichund, a long interview with Rai
Dulab, i. 432
advises attack of Chandernagerg, i.
370 -
and Surajah Dowla, i. 367, 371, 381
and the East India Company, i. 292
arrest of, i. 298
avaricious disposition o® i. 367, 416,
417, 428
benefits by Ranjit Rai’s disgrace, i. 417
Black Hole massacres and, i. 330, 331
his effects attached and sequestered,
i. 367
knavery of, i. 368
loses his reason, ii. 7
Macaulay’s description of, i. 292
present at Nawab’s durbar, i. 368
released by Surajah Dowla, i. 313
suspicions aroused, i. 432
Omrah, meaning of, ii. 139
Orme, Robert, an optimistic note frof
Clive, ii. 307
appoints Clive his attorney, i. 209¢
becomes a member of the Council, i.
228
Clive’s partnership with, i. 209
describes the wundeceiving of Omi-

chund, ii. 7 *
material for his History promised by
Olive, ii. 34

on Safdar Ali, i. 97
on the Devicotah fort, i. 85
qn the Portuguese, i. 55 (n8te)
Oudhg Nawab of, confirmed as Mogul
vizier, ii. 208
flight after battle of Buxar, ii. 244
- join® Meer Cossim, ii. 243
offers cessation of hostilities, ii. 272
proceeds to the English camp, ii. 275
supports the Shahzada, ii. 16%

P

Pacoba, the, value of, i. 20 (note)
Palk, Mr., Governor of Madras, ii. 264
Paltan (see Pultun)
Pmﬁpi;,gM., a secret mission to Madras,
i. .
arrest of, i, 43 ©

Egpesdit-ion against PFort St. David,
i. °

L]

Index

Peppe, M#or, i, 68

v

-] .

Paradis, M. (conflinucd)— o

in charge at dras, i. 49

mortally woufided, i. 73 !
Paris, Treaty of,gji. 194, 295 C e
Parkala (see Percalla) i
Pathen chiefs attack the Vicew, i, 124

revolution of,g. 119, 120 4
Patna, British march on, ii. 242

Clive’s entry into, ii. 135 e

Olive’s first Expedition to: .Eyre

Coote’s offer, ii. 149 o ¥ o
Coote at, ii. 29, 32
E.I. Co.'s agendy at, i. 279, 280 *
Fllis’s attack on: contemporary

accounts, ii. 236 et seq. 6
madcomtent officer® at, ii. 934 et seq.
native name of, i. 377 (note)
reinvestment of, ii. 209
sanguinary deed at, ii. 242 ¢
sigge raiged, ii. 135 - o
Surajah Mowla®% proposed march on,

i, 377
the Governor’s rebellion, ii. 42

Patna Expeditign, Vizier's goy at gesult

of, ii. 137 o

_PAttamar (Pathmar), definition of, i.

(note)

25/
Pattlee reached by Olive’s force, i. 43

Paulet, Captain, commands second Tan®
jore Expedition, i. 89
Payne, Captain, ii. 316
Payne, Mr., and Meer Jaffier’s present,
ii. 10
COlive’s letter to,
Peace, i. 362 &+ -
“ Payntings,” definition of, i. 7 (note)
Pearson, Captain, ii. 321, 322
Pelham, Henry, death or} i. 80
Pelley, Captain, of the Prince of nges,
Coi,
Pembf, Majoolii. 211 * ®* e
Penner, the, French entrenchments on,
i. 239
“ Peons,” definitign

on conclusion of

, i. 55 ]
e,
“ Percalla,” definition %f, i. 8 (note),
Permacoil, fort of, ii. 183, 184
Péshkash, meaning of, ii. 219, 270
Petrus, Khwaja, i®418 (note), 433

. Peyton, Captain, frustrates design of

« La Bourdonfais, i. 33 o

sadls for Trincomalee, 1034

succeeds Comfnander Barnet, i. 31
Phirmaund,glefnition of, ii*6

- Pheenix feathers, ii. 132 (note) ©

Phousdar, definigion of, i. 369 (néte);
ii. 22 (note) o
Piccggd, Ensign, i. 299 L4
spikes enemy guns, i. 300

wounded, . 307

Pigot, Governor, a.nd° Meer Jaffier's visit

to Calcutta, ii: 62

and the relief of Calcutta, i. 271 °

apprised of skirmish near Budge
Sudge, i. 339

Clive oy f@ll of Chandernagore, i. 400,
401 '

<€



1

Pigot, Golmor (con@gnued)— @ .
informed of Nawaly’s Peace offers, i.
352
eigers from Olive, T 350; ii. 35
Orders attack on 8t."Thomé, ii."96
receives acaount of a sea fight, ii. 56,

p® - e
the Verdachellum detachment, i. 135
Pillai, Ranga, i. 34, 35. 37, 79
MaliTattas at his garden-house, i. 97
op Dupleix’s narrow escape, i. 78
Ptueon, @aptain, of the Princess Louisa,

. i.9
Pitchandah, Clive’s Rtack on, i. 188
congratulations to Clive at capture
® of, 5189
Lawrénce’s arfhngements $qreattack
of, i. 185
taken by the English, i. 133
t® enemy camp¥at, i. 188
Pitt, Wiliam, ®4rl of Chatham, @live’s
pfoposals on e @8overeignty of
Bengal, ii. 175 et seq.
driven from power, ii. 178
heredita®y interest im Fort St. George,
ii. §
smitten with a mysterious malady ®i.
345
b waits on the King and delivers up
the seals, ii. 178, 190
Plassey, battle of, i. 452 et seq.
a critical moment, i. 457
casualties, i. 459
Rai Dulab at, i. 410
Plassey, County Clare, ii. 179
(Cf. Ballykilty)
Pocock, Admiral, i. 265, 379
at Chanderpagore, i. 391
attend® fuf®eral ofe Admiral Watson,
1ig 33 b D'ach
engagement wit! ’Ache, ii. 45, 56, 68
sails t iexﬁercept Frél!:h navésl force,
ii. 54 d
succeeded by Stevens, ii. 184
. wounded, i. 395¢ @
Polier, Mijor, iy ?11, 321, 378
arches to Caillaud’s assistance, i.
246
wounded, i. 247
Poligar, definition of, i. 135 (note)
Politics, a corrupt pe;iod in, ii. 174
Pole Marco, i. 7 (note) .
Pondicherr®, a cyclonic stopm, a®d the
results, ii. 187 L d
day of* rejoicing i, i® 60
arrival of English fleet at, ii. 59°
attempted capturesfrustrated, i. 97
Boscawen’® siege of, i. 67
“ compensation ” to the Dutcl® i. 27
complete investment of, ii. 186
demolition offortiﬁcaﬁons, ii, 189
Dupleix eceives ®Muzaflar and
Chanda Saheb, i. 106
durbar at, i. 121
fortifications of, i. 29, 30
French fleet in roads of, i. 37 @ L 4
French settlement at, j %

26

Index

. 433

.
| P&ndicherry (continued)— ¢ X
Great Nogul’s ‘“ ambassador” at, i.
201 (note)
Lally arrives at, ii. 53
Lally’s defence of,ji. 186 et seq.g
Orme’s account o iluzgﬂaro Jang's
arrival, i. 121
reception of French fleet at, i. 34
siege of : Olive’s account, i. 68 et ®eq.
losses sustained, i. 76
e Dpanic-stricken troops, i. 70, 72
statue of Dupleix at, i. 254
surrendered by the French, ii. 188
taken and restored, i. 27
the Governor’s suggestion to Lally,
ii. 64
Porto Grande (see Chittagong)
Porto Novo pillaged by Mahrattas, i. 96
Powt®r, Thomas, i. 232
Powis, Lord, congratulates Clive on im-
proved health, ii. 366
conveys Clive’s letter to Grenville, ii.
347 L4
death offPii. 395
Pratap Singh, i. 85
Preston, Captain, ii. 96
Preston, Mr., wounded, i. 168
Puducheri (see Pondicherry)
Pultun (Paltan), defined, i. 348 (note)
Purling, J., and Clive, ii. 385, 386
Purnia, Nawab of, marches to join Shah
Alam, ii. 210
rebels against Meer Jaffier, ii. 42
.Puq‘wanfnah, meaning of, ii. 144, 214, 221
Pybus, Mr., meets Oaptain Kempenfelt,
ii. 103
.,Pye, Captain, i. 338

L
Q
Qhylaat, definition of, ii. 132 (note)
.
R

RaGHOJI BHONSLA, presents for Dumas,
i. 97

Rahmat Khan, ii. 273

Rai Bulub and his appointment, i’ 61

Rai Dulab (Durlabhy, i. 451, 452 ®
a self-confident letter from Clive, i. 398
and the young Nawab, ii. 270
assured of Clive’s protection, ii. 43
at Plassey, i. 410
Olii;e’ss monetary arrangement with,

deposition of, ii. 61 o

Meer Jaffier and, i. 432; ii. 44, 61, 13

traitorous advice of, i. 458 !
Rajahmundry, ii. 79 (note)

the fort taken, ii, 85
Rajah Saheb, i. 202; ii. 85
Rajmahal, a review at, ii. 43

C.oote’s arrival at, ii. 21
Ram Narain, a ®obe of honour for, ii.

132
and Meer Coggim, ii. 219 et seq.




434
. ~ o
Ram Narain (continued)— ¢
asserts himself, ii. 134 = o
Clive’s characteristic letter to, ii. 131
consulted by Chve, ii. 136
goote and, ii.
defea,teiby hah Alam, ii. 208
escapes from"the Shahzada, ii. 133
fear of the Shahzada, ii. 128
%Governor of Behar, ii. 29
Meer Jaffier’s plots againet, ii. 128
“ pacifies the Nabob,” ii. 38 .
proclaims Meer Jaffier, ii. 29
put to death, ii. 241
reconciliation with Meer Jaffier, ii?
44-5
surrenders to Shahzada, ii. 130, 131
vigits Mohammed Kuli, ii. 132
Ranaji Sindpia, i. 99
Ranjit Rai, i. 368
disgraced. by the Nawab, i. 417
heads a mission, i. 366
+ receives a peremptory letter, i. 360
Surajab Dowla and, i®416
Reform Act, the! i. 231 (nof®) -
Remkardt, Walter (Somroo), ii. 223, 273
assassinates European prisoners, ii.
242
Renault, M., an offer from the Nawab,
i. 352
and the siege of Chandernagore, i. 388
announces desertion of M. Terranean,
i. 389
breaks his parole, i. 402 et seq.
Chandernagore fort surrendered, )u
394
conforms to Olive’s orders, i. 404 0
Director of the French in Bengal, ke
351
improves Chandernagore defences) i.
385, 386
Rennell, James, Olive’s interest in, ii. 339
Rennie, Oaptain, on the cause of the
war, i. 292
“ Reﬂections on Loss of Calcutta,” i
291
Repington’s tribute to Olive, i. 209
Revel, Ensign, i. 143, 145, 158.
® Rezza (Razia) Saheb, i. 144
2t Arnee, i. 155
infPades E.I. Co.’s territory, i. 163
stérms Arcot, i. 149
triemy negotiations with Clive, i. 149
Richardson, Captain, i. 284
Rio de Janeiro, a long voyage to, and
- an unappreciated lady passenger,
ii. 247, 248
q{ocher, M. du, and an “ army ot‘ obser-
vation,” ii. 105
Salabat Jang and, ii. 115
- Rochford, Lord, requests an interview
with Olive, ii. 376, 380
Rous, Mr., chairman of E.I. Qo., ii. 201,
%53

Olive’s memorable letter to, ii. 266
recommendations &rom Clive, i1. 249
Roussell, Colonel, ii. 162
Royal Dublin Fusi]ier& i. 438 (note)
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SaapAT At KHAN, i. 94

Safdar Ali, assasgination of, i. ®% .
proclaimed Nawab of Arcot, i.
treaty with Mahratta chlefyl

S8ahuji, ex-King of ’l’an;oxe, ii. 64

. Estevan, the .?esmt ii. 66

. Frais, M., i. 452

. Germain, M., i. 215

. J@ogdes, Marquistde, i. 30Pe

. Michael (Cornwall), Clive’s election

for, i. 231

Thomas, an emﬁassy to tomb of, i. 7

¥note) 4

8t. Thomsé, a reca?cltra,nt priest At, i. 108
abandoned by the French, ii. 103
English ﬂag hoisted at, 1 108
looting of, i. &8
Portuguese station at, i. 70
© Preston attacks the French, ii. 97
restored to the Dutch, i. 26

St. Thomas's Mount,di. 91
attacked by Lally, ii. 100, 101
Yusuf Khan’s return to, ii. 100.

Salabat Jang, and the French, i. 269
becomes Viceroy, i. 125, 201
enters Hyderabad in state, i. 125
maxrches to join the French, ii. 108
mortification a® fall of Masuhpatam

ii. 115

opens negotlatxons with Forde, ii. 115

Salt trade, the, and E.I.o.%ii. 297, 298,

302, 327, 332, 336, 338, 351, §55, 358,
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Samlageram e% night attatk 8n, i. 179
Sampson, Capta,m, ii.®154
Samson, John, i. 8
Sandwich, Lord, gu Clive, i. 225, 231, 233
Sarapa, delinition of, i 360- ( ote) o
Satara, state prlsoners in, i. 95
Saubinet, General, death of, ii. 95
Saudet Bunder Fo;t (see. Oovelong)
Saunders, Thomas, an il}-fated expedl-
tion, i. 204
‘and Arcot exp%dmon, i. 137 -3
aM forts oi?hmgleputpetc , 1. 207.
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Governor of Fort St. David, i. 126
hears of Qoverepaunk battle, i. 16% .
fostilities suspended, i. 252
interferes in military details, i. 219
orders siege of Gingeepi. 200 -
stdceeds Governor Floyer,€&. 116 ‘/
treats with Godeheu, i. 228 *
Wilks on, 2. 126 (ngte)
Saussure, Alexa,nder, ii. 2123
Savanore, Nawab of, attacks the Vice-
roy, i. 124 L4
%c}haub Captam captured and released,
@ 204, 251
Schomng,aM;,, i. 176
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cott, Cololial, i. 236
death oﬂ, i. 258
Scott, Mr,, ii. 47
Scrgfign, Luke, a scepe in: Nawab’s
court, i. 408
and Clive’s saghire, ii. 52
Clive®impetuous letter to, ii. 383
conveys peace propasals, i, 354
deserjbes a review, ii. 43
his/pinion of Nuncomar, ii. 61
nusglon to Surajah Dowla, i. 429, 430
mysteﬁous disappearance of, ii. 374
on Omichund’s undeceiving, ii. 7

[
on the Nawab’s fears, i. 452
reports to Clive, i. 355, 416
Se®ng, dgfinition

f, ii. 245 (note)
Seringha’m, a.battgry at, i. 1508, ®
enemy occupation of, i. 176
pagoda in British hands, i. 195
temple of, i. 132, ¥90
the grave ofFrench glorg, i. 249
Seth, Jagat, affironted, i. 411
interview with Meer Jaffier, ii. §
submission of, ii. 4
Seth® the, #nd Omichmmd, i. 416, 417
and ti# Mogul Crown Prince, ii. 125
Clive’s condolences to sons of, ii. 2
N murder of, ii. 241

o * unsatisfactory Mstters from, ii. 140, 141
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warn Watts of plot to assassinate
Clive, ii. 3
Shah Alam, ii. 208
agreement with Meer Cossim, ii. 218
and Mogul Emperorship, ii.’ 217, 218
Clive’s interviews with, ii. 285
generous terms to, ii. 286
joined by Law, ii. 209
meets ossim, ii. 217, 243
pitches canlp near Benares, ii. 270
surmender of, ii. 217, 244
takes ghedield, ii. 21§
treaty with the E.I. O., ii. 235
tribute from Meer Cossim, ii. 217
Vansittart’s advice to, ii. 218
. (Seg also AlgGehar) o
Shalfaji and Pragap Singh, 1. 85
his appointment and aim, i. 84
Shaulur, Sergt., i. 166
Shiva, pagoda of, i. J32
Shivaji, forts.of, i. 262
founder of Mahrgtta Oonfederjxcy,

«. 84
geizes Giflgee, i. 26 - 4
Shuja-ud-danlah (Shujg, Dowla), Nawab
of Oudh, ii. 31 (note)®125, 273, 284

Sighelm, Bishop of Sherborne, i. 7 (Rote) -

Sitkkah, meaning of, ®. 218 (note)
Sikreegully Pss, ii. 24
« Silhouett® M., and Dupleix, i. 226
Su‘aJ-ud Daula, i, 192
(See also garajah ﬁowla,)
Sircars (Sarkgrs), the Northern, i. 235,
255; ii. 87, 115, 116
Smith, Captain F., ii, 321, 322
Smith, Colonel Richard, accompanies
Clive to India, ii. 245 o &
and mutinous officers, ij. 31, 325
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Sn‘ﬂth Colonel Richard (cogtmued)—
commang in Bengal Army, ii. 290
@¥mith, Lieutenant-Captain, i. 302, 305
Smith, Mr., joins Bengal Expedition, i.

274
Smith, Mr.,
(note)
Sombre (Somroo) (see Remkardt, Walter)
Somerset House and its architect, ii.&70
Somroo (see Sombre)
Soupire, M. de, ii. 54
attempts to surprise Preston, ii. 97
Speke, ¢ Billy,” death of, i. 396
® splendid bravery of, i. 395
Speke, Captain, a threat to Clive, i. 344
at Chandernagore, i. 390
disabled off Chandernagore,
(note), 395
mterviews Clive, i. 343
Spencer, Mr., a cancelled appointment,
ii. 201, 202
Stanley, Mr., ii. 408
Starke, Richawd, i. 269
Stephenson®John, i, 231
Sterling, Mr., his private school, i. 5
Stevens, Commodore, ii. 54
Pocock’s tribute to, ii. 55
succeeds Pocock, ii. 184
vigilant blockade by, ii. 187
Steward, Gabriel, i. 8
Stewart’s ““ History of Bengal,” i. 328
Stibbert, Major, ii. 273
Strachey, Henry, accompanies Clive to
3 Paris, ii. 363
drafts a memorandum on the govern-
. ment of India, ii. 397
+ elected on Parliamentary Committee,
ii, 393
ofulfils Lady Olive’s request, ii.
254, 344
private secretary to Olive, ii. 205
returned for Pontefract, ii. 367
Strahan, a sailoj, takes a fort, i. 240
Strake, Mr., i. 39
Stratton, Mr., i. 39
Styche, i. 1, 2
Subah, definition of, i. 92
Sugar Logf Rock (Trichinopoly), i. 133 .
battle of, i. 244
Sulivan, Lawrence, and Ali Khaneii. 193
and Chve ii. 194, 195, 404
and the Dutch Memorial, iig190
chairman of Court of Du'ectors ii. 150
Clive’s frank letter to, ii. 119
jealousy of Olive, ii. 180
letter to Pitt, ii. 189
plan of attack on Clive, ii. 383
refuses to advance Forde, ii. 191 '
“the autocrat of the India House,”
ii. 181
veiled charges against Clive, ii. 385
Summer, Lieutenant, i. 297
Sumner, Mr., ii. 266
accompanies Clive to India, ii. 245
ahd Calcutta ouncil scheme, ii. 276
arrives at Calcutta, ii. 259
in partnershi‘) with Clive, ii. 300

of Chrisf?Hogpitai, $ 5

i. 392

245,
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Sumjah Dowla, a consplracy agamst
i. 410
a prisoner, ii. 10
abandons Patna expedition, i. 397
aglopts a strateegem, i. 407
and Blaek Heje tragedy, i. 329
and Bussy, i. 406
and Meer Jaffier, i. 410, 450
2nd Omichund, i. 367
anger with Watson, i. 3819
audience with Watts, i. 381 .
changed attitude of, i. 409, 458
declaration of war against, i. 345
defies Clive, i. 450
demands information of
treasure, i. 323, 324

secreted
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disturbed by news from Chanderna- °

gore, i. 398
English President’s indiscreet afls®er
to, i. 294 .
escape of, and betrayal, ii. 11, 12
estranges his court, i. 410
expels Mr. Law, i. 407
fickle moods of, i. 397
flight of, i. 459
his brother executed, ii. 42
his doubts, anxieties and fears, i. 452
informed of surrender
d’Orléans, i. 399
intrigues with the French, i. 352
ironical letter from Clive, i. 398
marches on Calcutta, i. 299
orders release of Black
pflsoners, i, 323
préposes marching on Azimabad, i.
377
put to death, ii. 13
4@ sé1zes~00531mba.zar £ACtOry i bsmar -
« " signs*Peace treaty, i. 361 e
succeeds Alivardi Khas; i..293 s
suspicion of" E1Co., i. 292
temporises with the PEnglish, i. 406
treachery. of, i. 370 o
value of his treasure, i. 417
visits Company’s factory, i. 312
Surajpur, Caraccioli on, ii. 324 (note)
Surat, French factories at, i, 25
&va;nadrug, i. 263, 265 (note) o
Swamy House, the, valour at, ii. 101
Sykes, ¥r., i. 438; ii. 245, 266
arrives a,t Calcuttg, ii. 259
Clive’secandid letter to, ii. 280
evidence in the Commons, i. 419; ii.
142, 143 :
in partnership with Chve, ii, 300
dnterwews the Nawab, ii. 142 ®
,Joins the force at Culna, i. 438
“on Omichund’s demands, i. 419
Symmons, Ensign, i. 167
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TANA, brt abandoned, i. 341
° Tanjore, a “ fruitless expedition,”
at war with Trichinopoly, i. 85
bombarded by Lally, ii. 66
Burke on, i. 84 °
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Tanid¥e (continueh)— *

frontier devastfjted, i. 248 @

King of, and (five, i. 173

Lawrence's mayeh to, i. 248 © o
* Oriental cunning of the Rajah, i. 110
Ragah ratiffes a treaty? i. 9
retirement of Lally s troops, . 67
the throne of, 9. 8
Venkoji’s expedltlon to, i. 85
Tanna battery, Kmox in commhi

154

Tantia Fort, Clive’s remforcenfenta‘for

ii. 154
Terraneau, Cossart de, desertion of,
i. 389 °

.suicide of, i. 391 (ngte)
Thurld vOLord ii. 404
Timary, a fugitive garrison, i. 140, 141

. fort taken by Cligg, i. 153 °
Tinevelly, reduction of,, {, 257
Tippod, peace withgqconcluded, i. §34
Tiruvadi (see Trivadi)

Tolier, Major, ii. 53

Tondiman’s country, i. 245

Tooke, William, %n siege Of @alcﬁtta,
i. 302

“ 'I,opasses definition of, i. 55

Tope, meaning of, i. 141 (note)

Touche, De la (seel De la Touche)

Tracey, Mr., and the Worcester electlon,
ii. 174

Tranguebar, Danish settlement of, ii. 65

Trenwith, Lieutenant, i. 143, 144

death of, i. 144, 145 '
Trichinopoly, -‘a Homeric combat for,

i. 248 ¢

arrival of Nanj Raj at, i. 163

at war with Tanjore, igP5 o :

battle of the Yolden Rock i. 240

Chanda Saheb first governor of, i.®g

Clive'o propg;nl to Forte St David,

i. 137

Dalton’s opinion of tﬁe garrison, i. 137

French Rock, i. 159

imprisongent o Rani, e84

Lawrence’s relief parsy, i. 239

Mahratta investment of, i. 95

Orme on the English “spirit of re-

treat,” i. 134 o
rellef of, i. 195 .
al claimants $or, i. 198, 199
of, i. 159 et seq.

top raphy of, & 132
Trincomalee, hanpour of, i. 2§

Trivagdi (Piru¥adi), French occupa.tlﬂh
of, i. 115

surrender of ga,t’mson i, 200
Trivellore, ii. 65
I'rusler,®Ensign, reinforces Ooﬂady.l 134
Tuncas (Tunkag], definition of, ii. 61, 212
Turner, Mr,, i. .56 ©
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attack on, i. 129 et e

. 437

Wzllsh, John, and Olive’s eulogy of
Carnac ii. 283
Clive’s tribute to, ii. 121

conveys terms of peace to the Nawab,

Dalton om, i. 128 Y i. 354 ) .
enemy getrelit to, i. 186® . delivers Clive’s propals®o Pitt, ii.
Valdor® surrénder of, ii. 184 [ 177

Vansittart, ®Henry, af¥l Meer Cossim,
11,13, 222, 230 i
and the Governorship of Bengal, ii.
o 818, 73
arrtves at Oalcutta, ii. 210
s Clive and, #. 197 o
Council rejects his agreement, ii. 231
ysterious disappearance of, ii. 374
on Lalle’s campgign, ii. 99
« perst?aﬁles » Meer Jafier tH°Tesign,
ii. 213
qu¥rels with Cagpac, ii. 273
Warren Hastjngs and, ii. 227, 229
Vasgerqy, Captain, ii.g00 °
Vellore, Lower Carnatic, i. 93, 97
Vendalore, i. 164
Venkoji, i. 8
Verddbtheljum, surrend®® of, i. 127, 135
Verelst, Mr., ii. 266 )
a secret revealed to, ii. 364
o trading partggrship with Clive, ii.
- 300

at Chittagong, ii. 259
Burke on, ii. 373
Clive’s political forecast to, if. 361
informed by Clive of an audience
with the Queen, ii. 348
letter from Clive gn the conduct of
the Directors, ii. 356-7
narrative of events
battleg ii. 468
retirement of, ii. 378, 372
Vijsyadyug (Gheria), i. 262 (note)
Jikravand, 8 successf@@Frenc® ruse,
i. 203 .
Villenour taken by storm, ii. 185
™ Villuparam fort ta&gg by De Kirjean,
S i, 204 [
}incens, Madame® marries Dupleix, i. 78
Vind®nt, Captain, ii. 55 (note)
Vishnu, shrine of, i. 132
Vizagapatam, a Britfsh Expedition to,
ii, 79 ‘ .
fagtory captured, ii> 18 /
flight of Egropeans from, ii. 19
¢ Pocock’s force deplet®d at, i. 379
tg,ken by Ananda Raz®iig/5

after Buzxar

elected for Worcester, ii. 367
evidence pn a forged signature, i. 422
joins the Bengal Expedition, i. 274, 277
recommended as candidate for Wor-
cester, ii. 174
o reports Lo (live, i, 358
Walsh, Joseph, i. 211
Wandewash, Lally at, ii. 85, 171
Watson, Admiral, a death-bed communi-
cation to Capt. Martin, i. 423
2 figry epistle to the Nawab, i. 378
a Mahratta general’s offer, i. 265-6
advised to attack the Nawab, i. 355
and Clive, i. 344
and Gheria Jort, i. 265
and the Fgench on parole, i. 404, 405
and the sailor Strahan, i. 340-1 (note)
appoints Qoote to Fort William, i. 343
at Chandernagore, i. 390
Clive on a forged signature of, ii. 406
congratulates Clive on Plassey
victory, ii. 8
coolness of, i. 393
correspondence re Bengal Expedition,
i. 271, 272
correspondence with Clive, i. 350

& death and funeral of, ii. 33

demands surrender of Chandernagore
fort, i. 390

enraged by Nawab’s subterfuge, i. 407

iorgoes a share of prize money, i. 265
is signature forged, i. 421

question of neutrality in Bengal, i.
373, 374

sails for Madras, i. 228

sails for the C8romandel Coast, i. 268

gigns Peace treaty, i. 361

suspicions of the Nawab, i. 360

the Nawab's propoged Patna Expedi-
tion, i. 377
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Watts, Witliam, i. 438; ii. 48 (note), 80

a bribe to the Nawab’s secretagy, i.
382

a ri;ky meeting *with Meer .Ja,ﬂier,
i. 433

acquaints Omichund with the con-
spiracy, i. 416

adviges Board of surrender of Fort
William, i. 271

« W a.n_d400;ive's suspicions of the Nawab,
* [ . L
! WaLcor#Olive’s mansion at, ii. 370 and Meer Jaffier, i. 412
Walcott, Ensign, i, 311 e as diplomat, i. 369 (note) -
Walls, Mr., i. 51 ® . audience with Surajah Dowla, i. 381
Walpole, Horact, on a Qornish election, discloses the Nawab’s subterfugg, i.
® i. 231 .407 . [
on political changes, ii. 362 (note) fliht of, i. 438,g450 .
on the cause of famine in India, §. 3§ growing suspicions of Omichund, i. 431
on the “ shameless resolutiqu " of the informs Clive of Omichund’s de-
Tories, i. 232 e mands, i. 4170
.
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- Watts, Willthm (continued)— ‘
i interviews the Nawab, i. 369 ’
receives duplicates of Clive’s, corr&
apondence with the Nawab, i. 399
jgnificant advipe to Olive, i. 413
regteng db& e Nawab, i. 407
vaclllatlon ofyi. 408
Wedderburn, Captain, i. 297, ii. 47
and death of Grenville, ii. 375
and Lord North, ii. 379 e
and Lord Rochford, ii. 376, 380
~u'oposed as supervisor, ii. 377
provisions Fort 8t. George, ii, 95
Weller, Captain, i. 277, 338, 340
Whately, ’I‘hoinas, oalls on Clive, ii. 347
Grenville and, ii. 362 (note)
Wilkes, John, elected for Middlesex, ii.
367
Wilks, Colonel, and the murdér® of
Mohammed Said, i. 101
on death of Nasir Jang, i. 120 (note)
on execution of Chanda Saheb,
197 .
Wilson, Captain, ii. 154 (-4
and the Dutch commodore, ii. 158
demands restitution, ii. 158
Wolfe on courage, i. 79
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YALORE (see Elore) ~
Yar Luw’f Khan, i. 452
York, Ensign, rescues a gun, i. 059- *
York Fort, foundgfion of, i. 211
Yorke, Captain, iic 110

a midnight reconnaissance, ii. 109

gallantry of, ii. 11 °

wonded at Masuli atam, ii. ‘113 :
Yorke, Charles, and Olive’s jaghire, ii. 198
Young, Lieutenant, ﬁ 264
Yusuf Khan, arrivaPat Ch1ngleput°i1 96
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