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Bengal, as in the rest of India, a woman had hardly any independent legal or social
status, except as a member of the family of her father and husband. ... The
prevalance of polyganny must have made their lives at home some what irksome. ..
The position of the wodows in Society was not at all enviable. They were often
looked upon as inauspicious and were very seldom allowed to take part in the
different rites and ceremonies. They seem to have been encouraged by the people to

immolate themselves in the funeral pyres of their husbands.””
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