PREFACE

Jute is a principal cash crop of North Bengal, the
name co@monly attributed to the region which includes six
districts of West Bengal, viz, Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri,
Cooch Behar, North Dinajpur, South Dinajpur and Maldah. The
present study concentrates on the problems and prospects of
jute cultivation in North 'Bengal. The produce of the
growers is demmanded by jute industry, so their fate is
very much 1linked with the industry which is presently
undergoing a crisis. 'The reasons of the crisis have been
analysed in historical background. The problems of the jute
growers are- aggravated by fluctuations in price of raw jute
and imperfections of the market. Resolution of the crisis
of the industry as well as removal of imperfections of raw
jute market is necessary for ensuring bright prospect of
the jute growers.
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In undertaking this study I have been guided by my

esteemed professor, Dr. Manas Dasgupta of North Bengal
University. I take this opportumity to express my deep
sense of gratitude to Dr. Dasgupta without whose able
guidance it would not have been possible to complete this
study. I am also indebted to Dr. J. C. Debnath, Head of the
Deptt. of Economics, University of North Bengal, Prof.
Hillol Kr. Chakraborty, Prof. Sanjib Basu and other
teachers of Economics Department for their selfless but .
valuable Cooperation. I am thankful to my students for
providing hospitality during my survey work in their
locality. In this connection I want to mention the name of
Sri Ajit Chakraborty for his special assistance in my

survey work. Very warm thanks go to the large number of



jute growers, small and big, interviewed in the villages.
Without their friendly Co-operation it would have been
impossible to go into the depth of the problem. I am
-also thankful to Prof. Soumyen Sikdar of the University
of Burdwan for his friendly suggestion and advice.

I am grateful to my parents who are my constant
source of inspiration. I am thankful to my wife who has
managed the affairs of the family single handed during my
absence in connection with the research work. I cannot
but mention of my daughter who although too young has not
stood in the way of my study. '

Messers Dhar Brothers, Calcutta have promptly
and neatly brought out this work. I take this opportunity
to thank them and all others whose help and encouragement

have made posible to comPlete my study.
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