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The resurgence of interest in smell and medium towns
to generate more widespreed snd equitablo economie dovelopment
has stemmed out of primarily threefold considerations : the
welght of the erguments ebout the need for e diffused and
integreated system of settlements to proaote economic with social
equity; the resctions egsinst the undesireble results of
"top down" zsero.economic approsches to devolopaent which felled
to consider the lowest levels of the Spatiel system; end pragma-
tie policy stemming out of the sdverae effects in Third world
countries of trends in urbanisetion and rural dovolopacnt.(l)

Neverthelesa, the detate =till peresists over the
degres to vhiech smsll urban centres should be the focue of reglonel
development strategy and over the degree of é§nkcgo thet chould be
encoursged with the respective hinterlesnds. In reslity, st the
hesart of the debate liss s number of questions. These are : do
small end medium towns perfors iaportsnt funetions justifying
besvy national investment in their development? Cen deliberats
efforts to stimulets the growth and diversification of smell
towns be effectively plenned snd implemented? Would investments
in the development ef small towns and cities result in highor

national economic development?



