Preface

The present dissertation paper is an analysis of the origin, growth and decline of the
Uttarkhanda Dal, a regional political organization founded by a section of the Rajbanshi
Community, a major ethnic group of people of North Bengal of West Bengal. The aforesaid
theme has been, in fact, analysed from historical point of view at micro-level study. It is to be
mentioned that the Uttarkhanda Dal was the first regional political party of West Bengal in
post independence period which emerged with some demands for the overall developments of
North Bengal in the late 60s of the last century. Later on it was found that after one decade of
its formation, the U.K.D. changed radically its aims, objectives and aspiration. In order to
fulfill the regional aspiration the U.K.D. raised the demand for a separate state of Kamotapur
(the prevailing use of the term by the scholars is ‘Kamatapur’, but the U.K.D. leaders used
this term as ‘Kamotapur’ in their various documents) from the 80s of the 20th century within
the frame work of Indian constitution which was no doubt a great political phenomenon in
the history of post independence West Bengal. It should be made clear that though the
regional political parties like All Indian Gorkha League and Gorkha National Liberal Front
(G.N.L.F.) emerged with regional vision in undivided and post Independence North Bengal
respectively but those organizations were confined to the hilly areas of Darjeeling district of

West Bengal and therefore are not under the purview of our discussion.

The present study has critically shown the background of the formation of this
regional political party, its activities and the reasons of its volte face with regard to aims and
objectives. Again it has been elaborately discussed that how the Dal witnessed its decline

only within two decades.
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