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My i n t e r e s t in T . s . £ l i o t grew towards the end of the 

sevent ies when I was a s tudent of Malda Col lege, On cornpleting 

my Post-Graduate s tud ies in English from the Universi ty of nor th 

Bengal, I was anxious t o ca r ry out research on E l i o t , and i chose 

the r e l i g i o u s aspect of h i s poet ry in my t h e s i s for the degree 

of Doctor of Philosophy, Since then l have been working for t h i s 

under the supervision of Dr» s#P»Sengupta, formerly Senior 

Professor and Head of tne Department of Engl ish, and Dean, Facul ty 

of Ar t s , North Bengal Univers i ty , Though words might be inadequate 

in t h i s r e spec t , I cannot but express my h e a r t - f e l t g r a t i t u d e 

t o my supervisor for h i s va luable guidance and encouragement a t 

9ve3:y s t e p during my research« 

I owe a l o t t o e l l of ray t eacne r s . Department of Engl ish, 

Dj-, Praney Kuinar Kundu, Department of Bengal i , Dr. p a b i t r a Roy, 

Department of Philoscphy, North Bengal Univers i ty for t h e i r 

valuable i n s t r u c t i o n s , I am a l so much indebted t o the l a t e Professor 

S i s l r Kumar Ghosh, Viswa-Bharati Univers i ty , professor R,K. Dasgupta, 

Former D i r e c t o r of the Nat ional Library, Ca lcu t t a , p rofessor 

Viswanath c h a t t e r j e e , Jadavpur Univers i ty , Professor Mohit Kumar 

Roy, Bxirdwen un ive r s i t y , Dr, svibhas Sarkar , Rabindra Bhara t i 

u n i v e r s i t y . Professor B,K, T r i p a t h i , IftKal u n i v e r s i t y , 

Professor I saac Secjueire, Osmania un ive r s i t y and many o ther scholars 

of Ind ia and abroad for t h e i r kind and va luable suggest ions during 

d i f f e r e n t s t ages of ray research period, 



I express my thankfulness to the l ibrarians and the-ir 

associates of the North Bengal university Librery, the National 

Library, Calcutta, the Brit ish council Librery, Calcutta, the 

Calcutta university Library, the Aroericen Centre Library, Calcutta, 

American studies Research Centre, Hyderabad, Central i n s t i t u t e 

of £nglish and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad, s i l l g u r l College 

of Conmerce Llbrairy, Central in s t i tu te of English and Foreign 

Languages, Lucknow, for providing ine f a c i l i t i e s for using the ir 

resources, 

I am greatly indebted to the Director of the American 

Studies Research Centre for giving two grants for my research 

work« and for extending to me free hospita l i ty* 

I have drawn ample materials not from the Libraries aloae 

but also from foreign Journals. The Librarians always went out of 

the ir way to lend roe even rare and out of print books and xerox 

copies of a r t i c l e s related to ray subject. I also piece on record 

my sincere gratitude to the learned professors and scholar , who 

delivered illuminating speeches at the American Studies Re:.earch 

Centre, Jadavpur University seminar on El io t , 1988, and North 

Bengal University seminar, 1990, 

I contacted Mother Damien of Loreto co l l ege , Darjeeliny, 

who furnished me with a l l the materials about Christ ianity in 

general and Rcraan Catholicism in part icular. The other Christian 
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Fathers of Darje«ling were also of intuenee help t o ine. 

Since El iot , at times, laid imder contribution Sanskrit 

l i t e r a t u r e , philosophy and scH'ptures* I had t o come in contact 

with the teachers of Sanskrit of Malda College, who substantial ly 

assisted me. 

Final ly , I express my gratitude to a l l other persons who 

have helped loe in diverse ways. 
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