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My interest in T.S. Eliot grew towards the end of the
seventies when I was a student Oof Malda Cellege. On completing
my PosteGraduate studies in English from the University of North
Bengal, I was anxious to carry out research on Eliot, and I chose
the religiocus aspect of his poetry in my thesis for the degree
of Doctor of PhilﬁBCth. Since then 1 have baen working for this
under the supervision of Drs Se.PeSengupta, formerly Senior
Professor and Head of the Department of knglish, and Lean, Faculty
of Arts, North Bengal University. Though words might be inadequate
in this respect, I cannot but express my heart~felt gratitude
to my supervisor for his valuable guidance and encouragement at

every step during my research.

1 owe a lot to all of my tescners, Department of ZInglish,
Ly, Pranay Kumar Kundu, Department of Bengali, Dr, pabitra Roy,
Departmant of Philoaophy, North Bengal University for their
valuable instructions. I am alsoc much indebted to the late professor
Sisir Kumar Ghosh, Viswa=Bharati University, Professor R.K. Dasgupta,
Former Director of the National Library, Calcutta, Professor
Viswanath Chatterjee, Jadavpur University, Professor Mchit Kumer
Roy, Burdwan University, Dr, subhas Sarkar, Rabindra Bharati
University, Professor B.K. Tripathi, Utkal University,
Professor Isaac Sequeira, Osmania uUniversity and many cothexr scholars
of India and abroad for their kind and valuable suggestions during

cifferent stages of my research period,
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I express my thankfulness tc the librarians and their
associates of the North Bengal University Library, the Nstional
library, Calcutte, the British Council Library, Calcutts, the
Calcutta University Library, the Americen Centre Library, Celcutta,
American studies Research Centre, Hydersbad, Central Imstitute
of English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad, Siliguri College
of Commerce Library, Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, Lucknow, for providing me facilities forx using thelr

rescurces,

I am greatly indebted to tha Director of the American
Studieg Research Centre for giving two grants £or my research

work, and for extending to me free hospitality.

I have dresm ample materials not from the Libraries alone
but also from foreign Journals, The Librarians always went out of
their way to lend me even rare and out of print books and xerax
coples of articles related to my subject. I also plece on record
my 8incere gratitude to the learned professors and scholax ., who
delivered illuminating speeches at the American Studies Re.carch
Cantre, Jadavpur University Seminar on Eliot, 1988, and North
Bengal University Seminsr, 19%0,

I contacted Mother Damisen of loreto College, Darjeeling,
who furnished me with all the materials about Christianity in

general and Raman Catholicism in particular. The other Christian
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Fethers of Darjeeling were also of imneénse help O me.

Since Eliot, at times, laid under contribution sanskrit
literature, philosophy and scmiptures, I had to come in contact
with the teschers of sanskrit of Malda College, who substeantially

assisted me,

Finally, I express my gratituds to all other persons who

have helped me in diverse ways,
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August 1992 (Umeah Chandra Mandel)



