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The present study is an wittempt Yo ezamine the role ,é,m‘i;ftmcﬁians of Panchayati !
Bzj institutions in the contexdt of yrawral developnent with .-,péj.:ial emphasis on Penchayad '
Iwcmers. The relevance of this enquu’y is to be Yrenced back tc numerous volumes of Studies
done on Panchayats mwm{; the last two Gecades, Paneha:y ati Haj vas conceived as an instie
tution to carry out successful mplementatmn of Commumty Development Programme at the
village level in India, This was done at 'bhe recommendatmu of Balwantrai Mehta Oomnltteec
Havmg az.cepted the recommendatwn the Goveynment of India not only took sieps to introduce
Pam.hayo.bx daj thmughout the cmmtzy but also t"natei it wlth importance in the successive
plan permd in respect of the rural development., It explams uly the rural leadership therel
became inereagingly mportant, thet ‘being the sole agency for executz.ng de.velopment plans,
'X‘hezrefo_ie, m a lorge extems; the success or failure of these plans depended signikficantly
on the capubility of the emei“é;ing leadership ab ‘the g¥assar'oot level, |

In this thesis, I have tried to cover the differont agpeets of Rapal Leaﬁersn:.p,
Paschayati Rag and Bm‘al Devolo;mxent by eonﬁuctmg 8 study of Jhartzram gub-gdivision which
ie iccated in Ehe Norih Western part of thdnapm District in Weat Bengal. The thesis is
byoadly divided in Seven chaplers; viz., (1) Introduction § (2) The Regicnm and the Distriet
(3) Caste Commwities in the Region and Socio~Political Pracasses; \{lx) The Panchayat
Leaders 3 (4) Panchayat Leaders wud ¥illages ¢ Ithedr Tdcas - Sspirabtions and Expectation;
ﬁ()) Panchayai Activities in the Selncted aveas - -4 vauamuvca Bindy and (‘7) General
Observations. S e
) I an greatly indebted m my supermsux Uz,  Duddhadeb bi_ouﬂhurx who with his un-
_tzmnu effexts always found tme o help &ud g_,&uu.e ey, witoous wini ¢k & wowld not have
boen able o coamplate the thesis, _ _ : '

Br. d.B, Haity, Fxecuiive Secwetavyy Se\m“kh&:ca'isi, Hidbapur Bistrict, West Bengal,
~ has strongly supporved me by way o ;E‘aciliﬁﬂ‘é;ihg uy wonk twonghout tie courge of this
sv:?;ixdy. 1 aiso had the priv.i‘? eaé of aiﬁcassing with him verious aspects of fhis; subject on .'
dii’i’ezmﬁ‘oécaﬁionﬁ. I em alse thewkful to him, '

Iy id py plsament dwhy also to thawk, Bre B, Basmen Lhamua, .,J;wec.tw, Shri K. L.
Bhar, éﬁminié#rative Officer, Srikant, Somanathan, Sanmita, Govind am. Viood ay CQIIeagum
in the Indian Council of Secial Science Research fov ccoperating mnh we at difforent stag |
of this wowits My sineere thanks alze go bo Ay ixmne},,,-, 3G Eborae, .3, ?rasau'énd AP, }
Mangla for their moral Svmpum’;a 3w adse thonkful te Shel Do Seugnpla, E‘irectér-, Archeo-
logical Suw aes of Indie, whoe was infact the mwiivating ferce behind m;;'r‘ interest ixg;th.is fi




I feel much obliged to Mr. S,P. Agorwal, Director{Documentation) Indian
COouncil of Social Svience Research for the interest he ook in providing me re-
gearch facilities im Social Science Documentation Ceatre.
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