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PREFACE ---
The present study is .an r~tternpt ~,., e;;;~ine the · role ap.d. :ftm.ctions of Panchayati 

Raj insti tution.s in. t.he con:lt;xt c..:f rural developLlent vd th ape~ial emphasis on Panchayat 

LBo.ners. The relevance of ·this enquii:y is to be tranced ba\)k 'tiO n-umerous :volumes uf Studies 

done on Panehay-ats during ·the last. ·t-.;o decades. Pwchaya:ti llaj tvas conceived as an insti­

tution to carry out successful implementation of Comlinmi ty Devolopment Programme at the 

v:Ulage level in India. 'fbis ·was done at· the reco~ndation of :Salwantrai Mehta Ccw.mi ttee;;• 

lta\~ing accepte<l the recommendation the Gove:nll!lenii of India not. ~)nly took steps to introduce 

Pancbay:.d>i &j throughou.·t the country bu·t alS!O t~eated it v.rJ'ith ~l!lpn•tance in th.e successive 
I ' ' ~ • 

plan period in· lt'espect of the rural development., lt eXf?lain.s why the rural lead.Qrship there! 

be~o~rune increasingly import£~.nt, that. beinr~ the so :I.e agen~y :for ext~cuting development plans, 

'!be~efor-a, to n lurg,e orle::i.t, tlu~ su.coes~ or :faiJ.ure of these pl{ius d,ep<mtl<e•). significantly 

en ·t;'h.c ¢apti~:U.i ty of 1-:b.e eii,erging lt~o.1.er~hip at the g:rooa-:t·o()t le,vel, · 

In this thesis, 1 have t1ded. -&.> cover the different aspcci;s of l~al J,eade:r-ship, 

Pao.ch.ayati 'Raj and Rul·al Development by conducting a study of Jbilr,gram su~d.ivision wllich 

:ie located in ·tJle Nortil Weste:cn part c-:f t-iidnapu:t Dist.rict in \'lest Dengai.i The thesis is 

bi·oadly divided in SfJVe.a chapters; viz., (1) Intt>aduction ; (2) The RegiJn and the District 

(3) Caste Comfunnities in the Region rutd Socio-Political Procosses; (4) The Pancbayat 

i)aatlers ; (5) Pauchaya:t Leatiel'~ ~smd · Villages : 11'1lo:i:r Ideas - ~\spira·t;ionu and ExpectatiQn; 

t6) PanchawaP A.::th::ities :in ·the S-el<ect.e-d areas - A ~~tmpar~H.iva f)'-i:l'-d:V and (7). General 

Obr#Eirvations. 

I am greatly indebt>ed to. my Si.!pel'Vitaui' La'• DufldbadE!o Chou:dilttri who with his un­

ti:::ing e!:fmrts always f{)lmd time ~ help ~ gilitia •ue, \..;i·thou\; ·whiclJ. 1 \.JGnl.d uot have 

tooo a.bl~t: i;i) cocipl-.·iic the ·wesis. 
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has st~·oug:i.y auppo:t·ted me b~.r .way oi facilitating 1:-JY HOl'.k t~tt·t;Hlghou.t tilte course of this 

study. ;r also hat1;- the priv:tlege b:f dit:;cussi:ng l-ii'Ch h~lil variotLS aspects oi. thi:.J subject on 

diffb:l·0nt oacaaiona. 1 ant a'tF.Jo thaxtkful to hime 

It is my plt:;e..'Tiont dnt.y also to ·tJle;.tUt, .Ur. E. Duuaan !Jbe.u:uh·a, Di;r.>ecwr, Sl1ri K~L. 
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logical Su . .:·;~t~y of !JJ.die, ~iho \vas infact thf,l ttlo·t:t.vuti.Jlf; f<V~t'ca beliind my in:tereet in :this fi 
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