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PREFACE

Beedi industry is one of the most important unorganized agro industries which occupies a
major place in the national economy of the country today. It creates a large base of
employment especially for women. Moreover, it is an important source of employment to
millions of lower middle class people who are marginalized, deprived, ignorant, and
disadvantaged. However, the working conditions in this industry is far from being
satisfactory in spite of a good number of labour laws and existing labour welfare measures.
The present study, thus, aims to assess the social background, economic and working
conditions, and health status of women beedi workers in Tufanganj Subdivision of Koch
Bihar district, West Bengal. In the study area, most of the women beedi workers are illiterate,
ignorant, and deprived of different government facilities related to socio-economic issues.
Besides, many acute social problems have been found in the study area such as illiteracy,
underemployment, child labour, and lack of awareness of different issues. The study is based
on both primary and secondary data. Secondary data has been collected from the Census
report, ministry of labour welfare department, etc. and primary data has been collected from
door-to-door survey through schedules in selected areas of the study region. Finally, data has

been processed, analyzed, and synthesized using statistical techniques

The study is divided into eight chapters, chapter I is Introduction, chapter II gives a brief
account of the study area, chapter III highlights the nature and extent of beedi industry,
chapter IV gives an idea about the socio-economic conditions of women beedi workers,
chapter V encompasses health status of women beedi workers, chapter VI deals with the
implementation status of various government welfare schemes for beedi workers, chapter VII
highlights the problems of women beedi workers in the study area and chapter VIII comprises

the findings and conclusion of the entire research work.
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