
Prafaea 

fha pre.iant study, t«k«a w in 1^76, was baaad noatly en 

f ield data eolleeted tlircmgh personal contacts and investigations* 

The aree covert a l l the five d i s t r i c t s of Horth Bwigal lying north 

of r ive r Oangai they are Oar^eeling, Ja lpa igur i , Cooch Behar, 

^ s t Binejptir «n<I Maids. In taking w •^his study the aaj<ar idea 

w»9 to find out the eharaeter is t ie^ features of the settlewents 

which differ largsiy frcap their counterparts in the southern par t 

of Vest Bengal, The differences irere due to various reascns, hut 

Horth Bengal «— repreariting five d i s t r i c t s m«iticned above -

%rlth a soaewhat dlff«r«nt physical se t t ing and having remained 

shutout and neglected for a long period could not Jwive a similar 

manifestation m hunan a c t i v i t i e s . The reffioteneas of the region 

largely reiaoved |du¥4ii« the post recent fev decades has an appre-* 

ciaM® effect on the eccm^ay as a whole, no doubt, but the different 

types of settl©ra4»its originating over a period c»r sore than a 

o«ntury have not undergone any detectable change in the i r character 

ao far as their genesis I s ^soncemed. This happens to be the leost 

in teres t ing point , guiding the ent i re work. 

In analysing the existing character of the set t lenents 

atteaipts hav« i:»e#n sajde a t difining the i r or igin, charaeter , nature 

of function, landuse, housetypes, e t c . Each of these items have 

been dealt in separately so as to make the identif ication betveen 

the tj^es of settlements and thai* functiona.etd, beoonea clear , 

Thus, as i t will be foimd, the genesis has a bearing on the 

econi»de and cultural Bianifestaticna of the rural ae t t lesents of 


