
Agriculture and
Rural Development

in India
Challenges and Opportunities
Dr. Sidhartha Sankar Laha

Dr.Tapan Kumar Ghosh

ABHLJEET



AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES



AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Editors:

Dr. Sidhartha Sankar Laha
Dr. Tapan Kumar Ghosh

ABHIJEET PUBLICATIONS
NEW DELHI 110002



Contents

Preface & Acknowledgements

List of Contributors

1. Ensuring Food Security in India Today: Some
Emerging Issues and Challenges

Prof. (Dr) Sib Ranjan Misra
2. Nutritional Status of Rural Children after

Implementation of National Food Security Act:
A Case Study of General Category States in India

Satchidananda Sardar
3. NABARD and Financial Inclusion Policies for

Farmers

Dr. Chinmoy Sarkar

5. Agricultural Transformation and Migration with
Special Reference toCooch Behar District of
West Bengal

xiii

Manomita Sarkar

15

Swati Dubey, Amit Kamble & Dr. Abhishek Srivastava

4. Trends of Crop Diversification in India: A Study
of West Bengal

41

60

76

93

6. Agricultural Labour and Pesticides Problem in
Rice GrowingRegions of Jalpaiguri District of West Bengal

Dr. Ranjita Roy Sarkar

111



7. Rural Economy: Backwardness, Limitations and
Potentialities of Development

Abdul Matin Ahmed

8. Poverty Alleviation Programmes in India:
Some Reflections

Prof. (Dr.) Sib RanjanMisra

(xi)

9. Rural Development Programmes and Policies
in Some Selected Blocks of Uttar Dinajpur District
of West Bengal

Dr. Ranjita Roy Sarkar
10. Recent Developments in the Rural Areas of

Jalpaiguri District: A Block Level Analysis
Sulagna Chandra

11. Health and Development
Dr. Samapti Saha

Dr. AbdulHadi

14. Microfinance: A Mode of Rural Development
Pawan Kumar Prasad & Ashish Moktan

15. Effectiveness of Microfinance in Improving
Agricultural Productivity and Income of
Small and Marginal Farmers

Swastika Bose

12. Role of Self-Help Groups in Development Process 200
in Rural India

16. Potentialities of Eco-Tourism Industry in
Arunachal Pradesh

120

13. "Monolith" Microfinance Initiative: A Case of 217
SHG-Barnk Linkage of India

Dr. Santanu Chakraborty

Dr. Ram Krishna Mandal

147

Dr. Safiqul Hassan

163

176

190

228

242

263

17. Determinants of Investment Behaviour in Mutual 280
Funds: Evidence from Haldibari Municipal Areas
of Cooch Behar District



(xii)

18. Covid-19 Pandemic and itsEffects on Rural
Elderly People of India

Rikhia Sarkar
19. The Role of ICT in Rural Development in India:

A Review
Swapna Chhetri

20. Socio-Economic Condition of Handicraft
Workers: An Analytical Study in Jalpaiguri District

Dr. Safiqul Hassan

296

315

330



Rural development is overall development ofrural arcas with the purposeofimproving
the quality of life of the rural people. The concept of rural development includes the
development of all sectors in the nural areas. Rural development can be defined in

different ways, which mostly focus on two basic point's viz. improvement of
infrastructural facilities and to provision of the basic amenities for the rural people.
Enhancing agricultural productivity is essential for achieving rural poverty reduction
and overall development of the sector. India is achieving rural development goals
through several rural development programmes, But still, some sort of demographic,
economic and social developments are lacking, which are to be fulfilled in a planned
and effective way. The novelty of the book lies in its rich analytical foundation and the
use of sophisticated statistical and economic tools. The book brings together a number
of interesting rescarch chapters on the relevant issues of agriculture and rural
development in India. The editors include eminent experts in the field from the
academic and other worlds as well as young researchers. The chapters touch upon
many important general and specific aspects of the agriculture and rural development
in India.
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