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CHAPTER I 

• • 

...... , ... •To~OG~HY 
~-.. 

-r'he remains of Ta~~a are si~at~ im~diately LocATION o.-

• 

to the ~ast and north-e·::&t of the junction of that T& AND • 

.. 
name on the N.-W. raihtay, twenti ~iles !2:2!the ~ou~~~ OJ' 

west •o£ Rawal indi. 1 The valley in which they AN<:pNT TIM:ms. • 
1e a smgu ar y p easant one, we 1-watered by • • ,-. 

e aro nver an its affi.uents, and r~tected b.Y a • • 
gnale of Iiil s-on the north and east by the s~•w. • • 
.IDOu:ntains of Hazara an! the~rre~_ridg.e, o~ e 
s2,uth and west~ the .well-known Margalla spur 
and ~her lower eminences. This _ osit~ tb.e. 
great tt-e -oute,J whiCh use~ to connect J:Wndusta._ 

, • witn Central end • W1stern ~ia, coupled with the 
~ . ~ 

' Tl1ere are ~td ref~shment an d waiting rooms f~ 
traveller• at Taxila r ailway st atiolJ! and L'lmall Ptlbhc 
WOTks' bungalow a ou-t.a mile dist~ permission to occupy 
whiCh may sometimes be obtainea from the Executive Engi- • • 
n eer , R~walp indi District. Less t han half a mile frca1 the 
Stnt ion is t he Ar cmeological Museum wher 'LJ/.erli:its are 
iSsue w vleWthe excavations and where the vis1tdi- will 
find a large and varied collection ~f' ttntiqTjjeies · obtained 
from the ~veral sites. • • 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 
• 

/ • • 

• 

• 

• 

• \ ~ .. , , • ... \ , 
• • • • • 

• 
• • 

• 
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• 
strength ~f its nattVal defences, the fertility of 
its soil, and a ~onstant supply of good water, re~dily 

.account for the importance of the city in early 
times. 'Arrian sf>eak's of it as being a great a~ 
flourishing ci~ in the tim: ~ Alexander the Great, 
the grea tes~ • il!!eed, of all• the cities which la~t,~/ · · 
tween the Indus and the Hydaspes (Jhelum)!1 

Strabo .tell~ us that the co-dntry round abo"QJ; was 
thickly populated and •extremely fertile, as the 
mountains here begin to subside i~to the plains, 2 

1Pn<l)Plutarch3 remarks on t~e· richness of the soil. 
• Htaan -Tsar;_g 4

, als~tes in ~ similar strai~ of 
the land's fer~il~-orits r~ harvests, of its ftt>w­
ing strlams and of its lux•nant vegetation . 

• 
• From tke map on Pl~te XXVI it will be seen 
that stretching across this tract o£ country, "from 
ftorth-east by east to south-west by west, is a .. ge 
of hills of which the western termination is called 
JI!thial. This rid~e of hills is a rocky and pre­
ci1rtous spur o£ li:tlestone 'ormatio~ which projects . 
in.to J;he valley from the mount~s on the East, 
~nd divides thl9 easterf part of it into two ~ves. 
~e norijlern hal£ is ~ow-a-days \inguJttrr, .. rich in 
crops, being watered -by num6I'O'iS dttificial canals • ' 
taken tti from the higher reaches ollthe Haro river; . ' . 

• • 
•• 'Bk. V. Oh. 3. Of. McCrindle,•The invasion of India 

by Al,exande; th• Great p. 92. Pliny (Hist. Nat. VI, !$) 

• • • 

says that the district was called ' Amanda '. • 
1 Dk~XV, Ch. 28. McCrindle, Ancient India, p. 33. 
I Ch. LI~· •• 
• Watters, On Y~ rehwang, Vol. I, p. 2409> 

• • 



ERltA'l'UM. 

On page 3, para. 2, for the third line, reail 
••cities. The southernmost of,hese occupies an ele-" 

• • • 
• 

• • • ~ . 
~una tha Tabra or•'l'amrii. :ri~la.,,..;hich is mani­
~- ... :~. identical with theestream called i'iberonabo, 

Tiberoboam, or Tiberio-potamos referred to by 
classi~al authors. 1 ThrouiJh the north~n hal£ of 
the valley flows the Lu\1«;1.1 nala, another tributary 
of the Haro rifer, which like the Tamra nal~o'¥ 
runff'in a deep bed. bl.ft in old days, no douRt, ..,.s 

• 

• 

nearer the surface. • ~ • • • • . . .. . . . . 
. Wit:P.in this valley a·IPd within three and a hal£ B~I.l- Mou:s»­

miles of each other are th~remains of tbi'ee di~\~nc4 
miles•o£ each other are the remains o£ three distinct 

•• vat. plateau, known locally as the Bh~ mound, 
between the railway from Taxila to ~velian and 
the Tamra nala, above the bed of which it rfrtes • 
. to a height of between 60•and 7~feet, From n~ 

· to south this p~eau lll.easures about 1,210 1ards 
· . and 'om east to west, at ts widejt point, about 

730. <1r. iis wJstern an southern s.jdes itll• 
~ .boundaries follow ,p. ~irly re lar line, but on the 

east and north ~ey sweep along the. edge~.of the 
bays and bluffs 1bove 'the Tamra nala, and in som~ 
of these~ays, where. the soil haS' been washed down 
into the ravine below, it is no lonier possible to •• 
trace ~ith accuracy the original positfon o:f.lt the 

•• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• I 

• 

• 

' U/. Sylvain Levi, J. A., Tom~ ~V (8~ Serie), pp. 
236-7, andeMcOrindle, Ancient !7-.j,ia, pp. 342-3 . • 

• • • • • • 
• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

4 
' 

A GUIDE TO TAXILA 

• walls. According to local tradition, the Bhir 
• mound is 'he l!lost an~ient o£ all the sites at Taxila, 

.and this tradition has been fully confirmed b)' the 

-

.... 1·emains n·cently lllnearthecl in it, which show that 
the mound w~s occupied •several centuries befor~ r · 
the coming ~~~he ··Greeks, ·~ho in the early~ 
o£ the 2nd• century B. C~ transferred the c~ty t_o 
the area now known as Sirkjtp. · 

• • • 
SIRKAP. This second city of ~rkap occupied the western 

spurs of the hill of Hathial, together with a well 
t!e~ plateau on their northern ~ide, and origi-

• nflffy i~cluded the .~an:a Bnbar Khana o, the 
Kachcha Ko~ U'om e actethat it was defended. by 
earthen• ramparts only, a ie~ion o£ which can still 

• Qe seen enclosed within =- bend o£ the Tamta nala. 
The inner ~ity wall, which is o£ stone, was a. later 

• • ~reation, having been erected in the time o£ one 
o£ the earl; Indo-Scythic kings, probably A4is I 
a~oot the middle of the 1st century, B.C. On the 
·w~ern edge o£ ty plateiu this inner wall has an 
irregular alig:dment broken by va~us salients and· 
reces~es, but on the north ancr east it is quite 

• 
••traight, and ·from; fe south-etst corner.~ the 

• 

• 
• 

plateau '5.t proceeds # the sam~ stra,ghr line up 
the steep side o£ the northe'n erjge o£ Hathial, • "" 
then !fops aC'ross a valley, t~aversW:~ a second ridge 
~nd depression, allld so ascends to the slW!mit o£ 

• 

•• the third and highest ridge on !he south. From this 
poi~ it huns sin a westerly direction and cJ.escends 
the .~ky edge of the ridge to its western corner; 
after whi~ it tal~es a sharp hrn to the north, and 
bends west again :rqpnd n prominent b~u:ff above 

• 
• 

• • 
··--------------- • I 
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TOPOGRAPHY \ 
the Tamra nala, and so retu,ns north along the 
western edge of the plateau. • Withiat it~ perimeter • 
the .city wall thus takes in three rocky and preci­
pitous ridges of the Hathial spur, J>esides an isolate«!_, 

~ ~at-topped hill, which , rises in a gradual slope 
the bluff above ' eferred to, ~~.the whole of 
vel plateau to thei• north. The ~Qilgth o£ this 
is ·approximately 6,000 yards, its thickness 

vary.i.'!tg :from 15 ft. to 21 lt. 6 in. Th1oug!wut its 
whole length both the core and :facing of the wall 
are composed f>f ru~ble stones o£ no great ~ ~r 
stal¥lity, the constnAtion being in all 1es~ts 
similar to that ~f ot~er~!lii,~ of the Greek • 
an<\ Saka-Pahlava ep•hs, and, !ike•them, .liable to 
fall ea~ily to ruin. Th~ outer curtain of the wall • 
'i s strengthened by bastid'ns which, so -.far as th~ 
have" been examined, are all rectangular m plan • • 
(pp. 78-79). ~ 

• 
To judge by its position and configuiatioit ij; 

. seems probable that the i~olatel~at-tSJpped hill~­
tioned above s~ed as the akropolis o£ the apcient 

. cit~£ Sirkap; ~ut it is l~ely th4tt the whole • of 
the a1~ co~prir#·d within he Hathial r~dges a~ 

,. • between theu. a~ iJtis hill as also specially for­
tified as a pla~ of refuge in 'case of iiege .•• To this 
end an inner l!ne of• fortific~tions appears to ha15e 
been cm-ried along.the north s!de of the akropolis, 
as well as along the base of the northern ridge of • • 
Hathiiil, access to the interior fort• beihg pr~vided 
by a gateway in the depression between ~ two 
hills. • • •• 

• 

\ 

• • • 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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The third city, ~ailed Sirsukh, is situated still 
• further t<fl the• north-~ast, on the opposite side of 

the Lm;u;li nala. This city appears to have oeen 
~uilt by the Kusllans, probably during the reig~ 

of Kanishka. .Its p~an is '<m$hly a parallelogram, 
and the cir~uij:.•of the walls is not far sho 

• three miles~ The walls, ~ich are relatively 
preserved along part of the ,southern and eastern 
sides, ate o! massive coJ¥3truction, some 18 f:et or 
more in thickness and protected by circular bastions 
o~ t~r outer side. The facing o£ the walls is in 
thsi"'Ta~e diaper ' mason!Y frhi~ came into v<1kue 

• in the late Par~m~ ~o~ about the middle .of 
the 1st .Cent. •A.f>.; the blstions are circular, 2 

•· • and the intervals between them measure 90 feet. 
I~side the ~ty are three •modern villages, Mir;>ur, 

• • To:fkiai'i, and Pi~<;l Gakhra, placed on the remains 
o'! ancient buildings, which are still peepingllll::mt 

• • from the deltris among the houses. 
• • • • > addition to tJt.ese t~·ee city sites-the Bhir 

MoNUME~s mound, Sirkap •and Sirsukh-there'e many other · 
OUTtiDE B dei;,ached monuments, main!y Bu~hist stiipas and 

.. ~s. t»onasteries, sca"ttered f_bout ove:rt the fac~the 
s:rroundilhg country. frhe Buddltist :femains are 

• 

• specially numerous ill the sr!tJ..tltefj• hal£ o£ the • 
• valley, ·~here• they occupy wany eo£ the barren 

• 

• 
• 

• h!llocks alongside ~:Ve Tamra nala, con.icuous 
• •• 

• • 

1 Hsiian Tsang .(A.D. 629-645) describes Sirsukh, the city 
-of his !lime, :s onTy 10 li (= 1! miles) in circuit. l"erhaps 
by thea t>he original city had considerably shrunk. 

• Not squ:w-1, noreplaced at intervals of 120 feet, as 
stated by Gen. Cunnini"Pla: (C.S.R II, 121). • 

• 
• • 



TOPOGRAPHY 7 • \ 
among them being the imilosing Dharmarii.jika 
Stiipa, known locaUy as the " Chir " or " Split '!. • • • To~e, from the great cleft which ~rmer explorers • 
~ove through its centre. Other monasteries exca­

.vated in this area are the fou» marked A, B, ~ 
~"iil:' reepectivoly,Jn•the M;~P (PJ. xxvi) , which 

ituated a little to tha S.-E. ":i ~he Dharmarii.­
~i stiipa, and two in•the secluded glens near the 
villa.ges of Khurram• Gujar and Khurram Pracha . 
In the northern half of tthe valley, :lrowe\er, and 
among the hills of the Hathial ridge are many 
-other Buddh:st settlements, of which si-.. h~ve 

• 

• 
-al~ady been exeava'd~d have yielde~ r~lts 
-o£ surpassing intereet. "Th~ • are • the Kunii.la • 
-stiipa and monastery~ .'ihich stand •on the- northern 
ridge bf Hathial, partly covering the old city wall • 
<Of ~irkap; the stiipas :nd monasteri~s at MolTra 
Morii.du, Pippala and Jaulian further to the east, •. 
an!' those at Bii.dalpur and Lii.lchak in the valmy 
to the north. At J andial, a little tot the norih of 
the Kachcha Kot, are tp:vo co•~icuous moun~ ~n 
·one of which is a spacious temple ~edicated, ~re 
is ~od reason \;o beUeve, to fireworship; .an,?. a • 
litt~rth of jhese, ag~·n , are• the remains g£ 
two small~ st\1Pas-whicH may have ~en eit1ter -. . J" aina or Buid!tisf, proba ly the former. Still 

• further north,ea far-seen land-marl~ is p~ided by 
the loiiy Bhallar Stiipa, whiS.Occupies a prominE!!tt • • 
position on the la~ spur of the hills bounding the •• 
valle-y of Taxila on the north. • • • 

• 
Besides these remains there are, dotted Jtere and 

there in the valleys and hills, ntflllY other em!nence~ -· . .. ,-1 • • • • • • 
\ 

, 
~ • • 
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t 

• 
o£ ancient /ays, but.the sites mentioned above are 
the most important ones yet excavated, and it is 

• unnecessal,. heJOe to en~er into particulars regar1ing 
the others . 
• 

' 
• 

. ·/. 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• . . . , 
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• • • 
Notwithstanding the power and wealth of Taxila 

in ancient daJ's, the information we possess regard­
in~ its history i~ si~ularly meagre, beinf~a.;.n 
in the main from the lc..,nt~oi pr~k or Ch~ese• 
w~iters, or laborious!' pieced togetlftlr wit:Q, the help 
of coiJ~s and a few rare.• inscriptions. Th me of 
the city was Takkasila ~r Takhasila ~in Sanshit, • 
TaM asilar=-which in Greek and Roman writers •• w~ trans9ribed as Taxila. Its foundation g~s 

• 

• • 
back to an earl age. In the Maha"!iharata2 it is 
mentioned in connexion with the great snak ·~I;i­
fice o£ Kin Janame'ava hi-wh~m it had ~en 
conquered. A ut theJ>eginning of the 5t ntury • • 
be. our era It was robably .i·ncluded in 'the PERSIAN . 

c~i]. Ire of Pe ia; for the i~scripti~s EMPmE. • 
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10 I A GUIDE TO TAXILA 

• of Darius at Persepolis and on his tomb at N aksh-i-
• Rustam ~ake •mentitn of a new Indian satrapy,_ 

regarded as the richest and most populous in" the-
~mpire, which, b~ting distinct from Aria, Arachosi~ 

and Gandaria,. may .. be as~~ed to have compri~~ 
Silld and a ·~diderable part of the Panjab _....,:: 
of the Ind~. 1 An interesting relic of PersiB:il. in• 
fluence at Taxila is an inSoCription in Artmaic 
charact~rs ~et up, appa-.ently, in honour of some 
high official and dating :from the third century 
1\,0.~. 90). That Taxila at this time and during 
th~~ries immediatellJ~owiag enjoyed a g~eat 

• reputation as-a ~ft~flersrt!f t~n, famous for the ~s 
and scieMes of the day, i~ e~ident from numerous 

• passages jn the Buddhist J"atakas, and it is -worthy 
o! remark tftat Ohanakya;the well-known BraJ:J.man 

• • Minister of Ohandragupta Maurya, was born here ; 
bftt, apart from these :facts, virtually nothinge is 
known of theehistory of the city prior to the invasion 

NDEB <X ~exander the G~at. ~hat monarch descended 
GREAT. on~e Panjab ood r:ceived the sub~sion of Taxila · 

• in ~he. spring of 326 B.C., •haltinf there for some 
'ieeks preparatoljr to h~ytttack on j'orus. ~the 
e:ltant a<ll!ounts of AJXander's ~pedition, based 
on the writings of his.._own co:dtp~io~s or contem- • 

• porariesfewe learn thal the city "s then very 
• ~althy, populous a:wlwell gJverned, and ii-at its 

territories extended from the Ind~s to the Hydaspes. 
• "we le~un, t~o, .hat polygamy and the practice of 

• • 1 01.-v. S. Smith, Ji4;r,rly History of India, 3rd Ed., p. 38 . 
On the other ll.tnd, s~~ of the Jatakas refer to Taxila 
as a capital city of Ga»dhira itself. • 

• 

• ... 
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• 

sati were in vogue; that girls t~ poor to b~ wedded 
.. were exposed for sale in the market place; and that • 

the bo!lies of the dead were thrown to the vultures. • 
At. the time of Alexander's invasi&, the reigning , 

~king lm.blii;known to• tlte Gre~ s aif I!}. 1s o~ 
.r.L!IIW'•"'~, 1 was at war not only with t:h.: powerful 
kin.gdom of Porus (Paura~a2 ) on the fu~ther side 

• of the J~elum, but with the neighbouring :J;[illJ)tate 
of Abhisara, a nd it was no •doubt in the hope of 
securing Alexan<\er's help against these foes that 

~ he sent an embassy to wait upon the Macedo~ • 
1 at U nea (U dabhand~t) a~ ... d out his troo-f's in • • 
_, perso~ from Taxila, in o~er to ~~~.th'em at the 

service of the conquero~ . t~J,:fterwards enter~ining 
him witlr> lavish hospit ality at the ca~ital and • 

• 
•providi~g a contingent of five thousand men for the 
expedition against Porus. In return for these and • 
other ftiendly acts, Ambhi was confirmed in the 

• possession of his own territories and re.;arded b~. 
the accession of new ones,•while•~is position w' • 
further strengthellld .by a reconciliation•with Porus. 

." The Macedoniat\ conq~est o£ Ngrth-West~rn 
India ~ splendfl achieve~nt, but its .effects .. 

;ere short-lived. • A"fexander h intended the per-
,_, m\nent annexatio~ o'1: t~e N ort est, yd io~Jhat 

-
• • 

• 

• purpose he le£t co!onies.and g isons behind him • 
to consoli.,te what he had won, but within six 
years of his death, wl!ich took place in 323 B.o:, 
Eudamus,. the Greek Governor, withdr~w f'rom t!te 

•• 
• 

•• 

-
1 Manifestly a territorial titel~ •• 
s Aet;itle denoting a chief ef t~ Piirus. 

, 
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12 I A GUIDE TO TAXILA 

• 
Indus 1alley with ill the forces ha could muster to 

• assist Eume\tes against Antigonus, and about the .,. 
same time, or perhaps even earlier, Chand;agupta 

' drove out the ~Qreek garrisons east of the InQ.us, 
,and proceec!ed to..incorportte Taxila and the~~ 

states of tla~ 'Panjab into the empire of Mag~. 
Then fol!owed, about 3~5 B.C., the trans1imt and 

SELEucus ine:ff~cti~e invasion of Seleucus Nicator, wlij.> sought • 
NIOATOR. to reconquer the lost ~ossessions of Alexander, but 

was reduced to making a hasty. and humiliating 
• p~e with Chandragupta.;. under the terms of which 

• .{'n the old Macedo~ pro~nces, as far •as the 
MAURYA Hindu Kus~ ~e cedect to the Indian monarch. 1 

EMPIRE. To tte states of the J?:'njab the iron hand of 
• • Chandra$upta seems i;p have proved as •oppressive 

as that of the Greeks before him, and, w)len his" 
•• 

• 

• 

• son Bindusara succeeded to the throne of Magadha, 
Taxila threw off the Maurya yoke and w!s not, 
.~emingly, brought to submission until the Crown 

• .;JIIrince Asoka ~self .appeared before its gates. 

tho~gh pe~haps l harsh~,'~~ did his gran-a-
• fatlie,. ChandraguP. . To .him, e o doubt, was sub-

Asoka afte:r'Wards ruled here as jfViceroy on behalf 
of •Bindusara, and duri:r!g his l ather's and his own·. 

•• life-time he appe~r 0 have mlintained~aurya 
powe~throughout e North-~st no less efficiently~ 

• -•• ' The hasty conclusion of thi~ peace, by which Seleucus 
Nicator received only 500 elephants in exchange for so vast 

\ 

' 
a ! ract oP cou~try, was probably due no less to . the danger 
wij;~ which he was threatened by Antigonus in the West, 
than to the une~pectedly strong opposition of Chandra.­
gupta, t!engh 8el.ucus must have recongnised the im­
practicability of everoeff~tively holding the disput.d provinces . 

• • • , .. ... ·'J • • 
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sequently due much of the stre~gth which Bud-
• dl1i sm ga1ned in this part of In~a. 1 

• • • 

Soon after Asoka's death, which occurred about Ba~IAN 
the. year 231 B.C., the empire of 11:agadha began G-,mxs. 
~to break up, and Taxila,ea1ong with otl!er outlying 1 

pl'~Yi;tlces, was able once ajain to as:et! ·~er inde­
pendence, only to fall an easy prey to fresh Greek 

• invaders · from B.actria whom the decline. o£. the • Maurya power invited east~rd. These invaders 
were the descendants of the Greek colonies which 

~
Alexander the G;eat had planted in Bactria a3d _e 
which, •unlike the colt9nies~e Panjab, had t!ken • 

.... firm wot and :flourished. Thus, al&ou~ the ¥ace­
danian~ conquest of th~.ePanjab made no per-
manent il!l.pression upon I~dia, his con~uest of • • 
<the nei~hbouring countries was indirectly respon-
sible for the subsequent establishment of Greek • • • 
cultur~ and Greek art in the North-West. The 
first of the Bactrian invaders to reach T;xila wa~. 
Demetrius, son-in-law of .Antio~us the Grea~ • 

· · (c. ·190 B.C. ), w~ carried his arms ~uccessfully • 

w1·ested £.~Bactri and then rt of his ltdian 
.- p~sessions, incl~di~ -Taxila, from Demetrius. 

through the Kabulilley;the Panjab and Sirfd. 
Fifteen~wenty ye s later ca~Euc~·atides, who •• 

From these two cclquerors the sprang• two "~val • 
lines o£ pr~ces, who co~tinued India the :feud • 

• •• 
1 There is a tradition recorded by Hsiian -Tsang to tAe 

effect that lthotan was first colonized by exiles from Ta~la, 
banished by Asoka after the blinding of his son, KunaJ.\. 

• See pp. 60-61 injm, and Stein, Anciei~ Khott:W1! I, pp. 
156 sqq. • • • • 

• 
• 

• • • 
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14 ) A GUIDE TO TAXILA 

which had been •started in Bactria, 1 encroaching 
from ttme .to ti~ upon each other's territories. • 
Among the Greek kings who ruled over .Taxila, 
Apollodotus a:ijparently belonged to the house of 
Demetrius, Antialcidas .to that of Eucratides. 2 • Of~ 

'the man:i ~tker '·Greek r~lers in the Panj ab a~d 
North-~es' our knowle~e at present is too meagre 
to determine which of them ruled at Ta:xila, and 
wha• coJmexion, if aiy, they hacl with tlte one or • 
the other of these two houses. 

8cYTHIANS J.ND ' The rule of the Greeks at Tbila had endured 
P.&.BTHIA.Ns. • £ot jittle more than ~tm;r when it wae swept 

• away by ~nvid.i~ ho« ~ Scythians from the west. 
• These Scytlrian; or Saka91' as they were kno~n in 

• India, had long been s~ttled in the ParJ;hian Pro-
• vince o:£- Sistan, and had there mingled and inter-. 

• • • married freely with the Parthian element~ in the 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• population. From Sistan they overran Awchosia 
ind the t:J.eighbouring countries, and thence passed 

• ·~cross the Indus J;o the conquest of the Panj a b. In 
'A.rachosia, .pne ,ection • of these invaders remained 

aDJl established its supremacy,1!der the leadership-

• tion, emder the Sa chief l!fa es, pre~ eastward 
and conquered t kingdjme oi Taxila. Ma1p 

• of a Parthian nlm cl Vonone ; while an.Per sec-· 

• appe~s to•have ri. n to power en Arachosia about 
• • 95 B.C., and to ve rea~hecl rfaxila some ten or 

•• 

• • 
•• 

:fifteen years later. He was-succeeded !!!. or about 

•• 0/. :I'taps~, Ancient India, p. 128. • 
•~Op. cit., p. 133; C. H. I., Vol. I, pp. 546-559. Other 

authoriti .. take e\.I.JOllo<lotnR to be a son of Eucratidea. 
Cunningham, Nmni"!tmnfic Chron ., 1869, pp. 241-3. 

• • • • 
.· . 

• • 
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• 
i>8 :B.C. by Azes I, who had been intimat1Jy ~sso-

• • ciated with the family of Von~nes ii1 the go-vern­
ment M Arachosia, and was, in fact, perhaps as • 

·. .m~ch a Parthian as a Saka. 'Fhough little is , 
-·known of Azes I, ther!'e can be !fO doilbt that hi~ 

:reign was a long and prosperous ~ne. • and it is 
probable that he was resp<fnsible for extel!ding and 

• ·Consolidating the Saka power throughout North­
W est I~dia as far as the ba•ks of the J u~na~ In 
the administration of his dominions he adopted the 

• ...... .old Persian syste~ of government by satraps, wl!tch • 
L) had l&g been esta~she~ the Panj ab, an~ this 
• .same_ system was continu-a by h~.b.ce~sors . 

.About the third de~()el of · our era, the •king­
-doms of 'i'axila and Arach~sia were united under • 

\ •<1ne rule by the Parthian Gondophares, the fame 
-of whose power spread to the Western world, and • 
who ~ured in early Christian writings as the prince 
to whose court St. Thomas the Apostle •was sen! 11 

-rrhis union of the two kin~oms ~ay be presumE!!~ • 
• 

• 

io' have been a !teaceful one. After •its achieve­
. ment Gondophares toceeaed to annex the Ka-bul 
. -valley~ably fr the Ku ans, who seem al- .. 
.ready to have suipl nted the eks in that l'egion. 
·There could ha-ve }Jlen•little c esion, however, in 
this empire of G<:ldophares; £ no soo~er hl~ his 
personal ii!thority been' remove han the satraps • 
-of the various Provi~es asserted th~ir own sove-
reignty .• Abdagases, the nephew o£ ~onliopha:Jltls, 

took the Western Panjab ; Orthagnes, and af~er 

bim P akores, Arachosia and Sin.d_:mnd o~ier parts 
()f his dom~ions fell to other .princelings, among 

2 41 77 • '\'\ tf NOhr,y 
2 5 ~l 1~~· ~' .,~ 

~ .. ~ 
~ ~RA.!I.J· r-

""'I .. , . 
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• whom were Sasas, Sapedana, and Satavastra, whose 

• coin·s I~av~ disco~red for the first time at Taxila . 
PARTIIIAN On the period of Parthian supremacy at"Taxila 
OULT~ much light is ~ed by the multitude o£ monum~ts 

and antiqui.ies u:p.eartbeti ~the 2nd city of Sirlmp,· ~ 
\which gi~. ~~ a hardly less instructive picture o£ 
life on t!te far eastern ~utskirts of the great Par­
thian Empire than the remains at Dura;Europos • 
in ~ria• do on its western. Parthian culture in 
Syria, with its Syro-Hellenistic colouring, is neces-

• 

-
• • 

• 

• 

• s~py very different from Parthi~n culture in the -. 
Pan.:ijib. Yet it is su~ing •o observe ho~ much 
there is il! c~n between the two, and how. ve!'J 
disti:dttive :ncl homog~ntous the culture o£ the 
Parthian Empire in general must have been. The 

• Parthiarf!:l were not on:ry the fine riders and bowmen• 
that Roman and Armenian writers have d~scribed 

• but "·ere an energetic, progressive and ~ighly 
civilized !leople. Iranian by race and speaking an 

• ~'anian tongue, ihey ~d once formed an integral 
-part of the 4!mp~e of the Medes ~tnd J>ersians, and 

£roJU this empire, as well as E'om the succeeding·. 

• the c«lture and finement f both-r1'reece and 
l)ersia. On thei coinag-ef -M:Le • Arsacids styl!<f 
ther"lbt' I ves 41 ' Jlhilh lenes '', and,his was no empty 

• empires of .k'le:s:a~cl ' and Sel cus, the~erited 

• • boast, for Greek s used ~enerally as ti,eir official 

•• 

• 

language, just as Aramaic hafl been under the Achre­
m~nids, • ancl every fresh excavation shows how 
dee:Q}.y impregnated they were with Hellenistic 
id~as. Let it ie remembered, too, that the Par­
thians ~e,d the ~arrving trade betweP.n the Near . . . ...-

• 

~·-------·-------~·-___ / __ _ 
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• 
and Middle East, and imported •quantities of manu-
factures and objets d'art :from the Medit:rranean 
coasts lo India and vice ve1'Sa. 

• 
• 

•rt was during the Parthian supr:macy, probably il'!roNIUs 
in the year 44 A.D., t~at· Apolloni,.s •ot Tyana i~F TY.ANA.. 

reputed to have visited ~xila. Accortliig to his 
biographer Philostratu.s, the king then 1·eigning 

• at 1'a:sita was named Phraotes, who was ~d~end-
ent of Vardanes, the Part~ian king o:£ Babylon, 

• 

and himsel:£ po11~dul enough to exercise suzerain 
powereove;r the satrapy &f Gandhara. 1 Approa'-h- • 
ing Taxila :from th: nor~est, ~~ollo~ius lfa:lted • 
at a~emple in :front of ~~wall, W1lic-_ he de~cribes 
iu some ~etail, and whic:l!, as we shall preseutly 

• see, may possibly be identieal with the ~emple at • 
Jai;J.<;iiii.l~ The city itself, viz., the city o£ Sirkap, 
was, i e says, about the same size as Nineveh and • 
:fortified like the cities o£ Greece on a sy~metrical 
plan. 2 The streets were narrow and irregular lili 
t]fe streets o£ Athens, aftd thJ:. houses had t~e . • 

. appearance of. be?ht one-storied, but h~d in reality 
· base~ roqms un rground. Inside• the city \vas 

lack o:£ ostentatio14t very differe from t~e splea dour 
which Philostratt!'s hacl ~een at 1e court o£ Ba~ylon. • 

• -
• • 

~ • 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

a templN. the Su and a ro~l palace, the latter .. 
~ which ' was ~st1~guished b its sirnplici~y and 

- . • 
' It is worthy of rem1rk that Phraotes found it neces­

sary to pay subsidies to the wilder tribes 01• his Jrontier in 
order to :Keep them quiet. • 

2 The words -re:Te:~xlcr8cx:~ 3£ ~U!J.[Li'l"pwc; are transla~<lt by 
Conybeare "fairly well fortified," bt~ t;his c~ hardly be 
the meanin~here. • • • 

\ /. • ·-

•• 

~ , 
• 

• 
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• 
The c1·edibility of the story of Apollonius, as • • • related by :Ph1lostratus, has been reasonably ques- • • 

• tioned by modern critics, and there is no dou"bt that 
~ there is much !ction in it mingled with the tr~th. _ 

\On the othoc han.1, the1~ i~little in the account of 

• 

Taxila wl!~h•is not borne out by what we know 
of the h!story of those•times, while som~ details 
find 1·emarkably strong corroboration in py own • 
d.isco-veri:s. It is a r&sonable inference, therefore, 
that Apollonius did in fact journe: as .far as Taxila, • 

• a:rttl that Philostratus had access to the notes o£ his • ( 
co~:teanion Damis. T)J#II not.s were probab,y cor- \. 
rect, so Ur r·~ own ~rsonal observations ife~~--. .. 
but c~loured by hearsay.st~ries related to him; and 
it is likely that other " travellers' ta:J.oes " were 

• culled b~ Philostratus• from earlier Greek writers, 
• • in order to enli.ven his narrative. • 

TH:m KusHA.N:. To revert, however, to the history of 'Paxila. 
• With the•dismemberment o£ the Indo-Parthian em-

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• I-re a way was o1ened io the Kushans, not only to 

• • regain their•former possessions i:rwthe Kabul vall~y 
of .Afghanistan, but tf) ext~d their conquests· 

• .further in 'Gan~h-a and e Patt~•These · 
• Kushfl!ls were a tr' e of the ople c:fred by the 

Chinese historian Yiieh-.tlilt,l • who emanat~ 
origi!te.lly from th extreme n01lh-west of China . 

• • !•'rom China the. ere dri~en westwarde~bout 170 

•• 

' • 

B.C., and proceeded to occup~ first, Bactria and the 
re~ion o( th, Oxus valley; then the KabuJ valley; 

• , The Yiieh-chiij are commonly known as the Kushans, 
because i•.vas to ~e particular Kushan tribe that their 
kings belonged. • • • 

• 

• 

• 

-
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• and, finally, the plains of Northern India. The 
• ·chronology of this period is b/ no m~ans •certain, • 

hut it teems probable that it was between 60 and 64 
A.D. that Kujiila Kadphises wres1ed Taxila fro~· 
th: Parthians, and in •78• A.D .. that )I.e was suc­
ceeded by V1ima Kadphises, who C~i~l;dated an 
enlarged the empire whichtlhis predecessor~ad won1

• 

• 'To about this period belong the coins o£ the name­
less rul~r commonly known• as Soter l'tUgas~ who 
may have been identical with V1ima Kadphises2 

• 

• • Then followed, m the second century of our at'a , • 
the g~at and powerJul ~shka, the most ffltlllous • 

:.....a£ all the Kushans, ande:Jier • Hu•ishka and 
Vas;deva. Kanishka ~<le his wint~r cap~al at 

. Purusha~ra, the modern Peshawar, and extended 
·his conquests over a wide a"ea, from Cen"tral Asia • 

to the borders of Bengal, and it is probable that this 
empi~ was maintained intact by liis immediate • 
successors. The death of Vasudeva probat>ly occue­
red in the first hal£ o£ the ~hird ~ntury A.D., a:t¥f • 
from this time fo\ward the Kusha! po~r gradually · 

:'declined, 3 though il. survilfed in the Panjab up.til 
· ihe in4t~n·o£ the JHhite Huns or ]lophthalites in • 

the 5th ce'!!!ury _of lur era. t • • 
•• • •• 

'Others take th4view, which s much to be ~~d in 
its favour , that it was V1iJtta, not 'ula, Kadphises who • 

• 

• • 

• 

• conquered ftxil a between 60 and 64 . D. and was suc­
-ceeded by Kanishka in 7~ A. D. Cf. C. H. I. I, p. 584. • • 

~There seems to me to have been a bre:tk b~ween ~he 
reigns of fradphises II and Kanishka. 

• The decline of the Kushan power may have ~~en 
'hastened by an unrecorded Sasanijip• inva~tJl. Many 
Sasanian coiu have been unearthed af~ Taxila. 

~- - . . • 

' • 

• • 
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• 
In the year 400 A.D. the Chinese pilgrim Fa 

Hien v~site<f the ~uddhist monuments at Taxila, 
• but unfortunately has left us no particulars about 

hem. From ~s accounts of other places in tltat 
art of Inc~a, hf!>Yever: Ji is evident that at the 
ime of hit.,i!grimage the great Buddhist sanctua-

ries of t~e I\ orth-\Vest •were still relatively vigo­
rous and flourishing; and it is no less evid¥nt from 
the tondition in whic~ they have been unearthed, 
that the monuments of Taxila Wjlre wantonly and 

• ruehlessly devastated in the course of the fifth • 
• cent~y. This work ~estr-.ction is almo~t cer-

DEsTRUCTION tain~y to ~e.ttft~uted t~ the hordes of barbj.ri 
'IIY THE Wh1t~ Huns, who afte~ tte year 455 A.D. swept 
WHITE d · t I a· · · · a.. HuNs. • • own 1n o n 1a 1n e~er 1ncreas1ng nurrtuers, car-

• • 
rying sWbrd and fire wherever they went, ~nd not· 
only possessed themselves of the kingdom of the 

• Kushans, but eventually overthrew the great Jll'mpire 
c¥. the G"t!ptas . 
• • • From this calvn.ity 'llaxila never again recovered, 

• • 

·and when l!siian Tsang visited oft in the seventh . 
cenotury, he fonncl it han becof e a depend~cy o£ ; 

• Kashmir, th~t the cal chief were ~d with 
• \one a&ther, and t t most of & e monasteries wer~ 

• ruined and. clesolat 1 • • • • 
~ . . 

MoDtiftm u t-the e:s:plorat · of tl•e rerrftlins at Taxila up 
E::v"LLR~olft. to the time whe e writer started his ~erations, 

• 
• 
• • 

• • there is little to chronicle. t ike most ancient sites 
in .this pnrt t>f India, it was long subjectt~d to the 

•• 
1 As r~ards tl• monuments described by Hsi.ian Tsang, 

see p. 60 till ow. • 
• • • • 

• 
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• 
• • 

depredations of amateur archcw:>logists or ireasure­
seeke\s. Among the former were 1!ajor Pearse, 
Major Cracraft, Deputy Commissioner of Rawal- • 
pmdi, and 1'11'. Delmerick. Of t!e latter, one ~f_j"' 
the worst offenders wat a bh,isti: oi. tfle. vi~lage i . 
Shah Dheri: named N m·• who m tlte fifties and 
sixties ·of last century seems to have • made his 

• living ~y opening small stupas in the ueig}tbour­
hood and disposing o£ their ~on tents to Government 
officials or anti<)Uity dealers. He it was who dis­
cover-d an inseribed gol~ .. plate in one of the stupas• 
near J a\19-ial1 ancl !ispo~ maw other str~tures • 

••••M •heir relics. It wa~ •not, ho;~;~, ~mtil 1863, 
when Gen. Cunninghameturned his attention to 
the site, "that its identity "jfiih the ancient Taxila• 
was elitablished. This identity, which Gen. Cun­
ningham had first surmised on the strength of the • 

.. topolraphical indications afforded bJ; ancient 
writers, was confirmed by the discovery on the p~t 
of some villagers of a stone v\J:;e in one of &e • 
stupas2 near Shithpur, the inscription•on which re-

f cords• that the stu]a in question had been er~cted 

• 

•• 

• 

• 

at 'l'ax,...,; Gen. unninghan1's ow; explorations,.­
.which were ca1\ie out in the~· ld seasons ~£ 1863-
~4 and 1872-73, ,;er~ limite to mere superficial 
trenches and pit; near. the no h-east ~orne!~£ the<· 
city of S.W·kap, and in some of e isolated mounds-­
onHathial, atJa1_1<:J_ial, lroh-ra Maliarafi, and Seri-ki-Pi1_1<:J_. • • 

• • • 
1 Gf. U. S. R. II, Pl. LIX, where hand-copies of tllli1Wand 

several other imcriptions of great intejlst are reproduced. 
2 No. 13 of Gen. Cunningham's pfan in C~~- R., Vol. 

II, Pl. LX~I. • : -

' /. • 
• 

• • 
••• 
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• 
The on4J discoveries o£ any consequence made by 

• him were t'lto temples of inconsiderable size near • 
• the village o£ Mohra Maliiiriiii, 1 one of which was 

'

emarkable fore the Ionic columns with which. it 
was adorne<l. 'r:Q.,e resuHse o£ these operations are 
mbodiecl -i]le ten. Cunningham's reports for the 

years 18(J3-G4 and 1872~3. Since the latter date 
further spoliation among these historic re~ins has • 
been •e:ffe~ted by neigh~uring villagers, and nume­
rous antiquities from here have .found their way • 

• into the hancls of the dealers o£ Rawalpindi. In 
• no c~e has there been JJf/11§ sy~em or purpos: other 

than that• of• rr~sure-se&ing in these hapha,zal9 .... _ 
• • 

• 

• 

• 
•• 

• • 

• 

excav!tions, nor has lVlY record of them been 
preserved. • • • 

0£ the excavations which the writer has con-
• ducted at Taxila during the last 20 winter seasons~ 

illustrated accounts are published in his .lnnual . . 
~eports and Memous. 2 

• • • • 
Chronology. of i~portant events conne6ed with Taxila . 

563-~ • • Birth of Siddhartit or Gautama. Sakyamuni•l 
• the Buddha. .f • ~ • 

.. B. C. 558-529 • Cyrus or Kurus~ founder ...... the Aoh~e-

1 ~ •S. R~ Vol.infe:~::;; :::;:~es XVII-XIX ... 
• • 2 Anmtal Reports he Dir¥tor Gener~l of Archreology, 

1912-13, Pt. I, pp. , Pt. II, pp. 1-52, 1911i-14, Pt. I, 
pp. 11-17; 1914-15, Pt. I, pp. 13-16, Pt. II, pp. 1-41; 1915-
16, Pt. I, pp. 3, 4, 10-12, Pt. II, pp. 1-38; 1917-18, Pt. I, 
pp.e 8-9; liH9-!0, Pt. II, pp. 18-24 ~ 1920-21, N. II, pp. 
17-23· 1923-24, pp. 61-66; 1924-25, pp. 46-50; 1926-27, 
pp.-r!o-19; 1927-28_. pp. 54-67; 1928-29, pp. 51-66. Memoir, 
of the Ar~ologieftleSurvey of India, No. 7-' The stupaa 
and monasteries of .Ja.._Iiaii '. • 

• 
• 

' • 
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• 
Death of Mahavira Vardhamana ~ataputra, 

founder of the J\ina reli!jjon . 
Darius Hystaspes (Darayavush Vishtaspa), • 

king of Persia. • 
Taxila and the north-~st of India. a.nnexe~ 

to the PeiSian Empire. (Q. 518 B.C. ). 
Skylax ~f Karyanrla ~pTo~s the low 

course of the Indus. (C~5l7 B.C.). 
Xerxes (Kh!hayarsha), king of :Persia. 
Death (Mahaparinirviit~a) of the Buddha • 
Alexander th• Great receive~ su~ission 

of Ambhi, king of Taxila, and afterwards 
defeats Porus at the Hydaspes (Vitastii· 

• Jihlam). • • 
Death of ~xander at Babylon . 
Sec~d p'l!llltiion of Macedonian ~mpire • 

at Tri~radeisos. •~t!!.ooc~ Nicator ob­
tains IJabylon, Syria, a~ Persi~ Ambhi 
is confi1·*d in possession of the Hyda-
spes country ; Porus in that of the lower 
Indus. • · • • 

Eudamus withdraws from the Indus valley, 
and Chandragupta, founder of the Maurya. 
dynasty, makes himself master of the• 
Panjab. • 

(Oct. 1st) Establishment of the Sele~~d 
era. • • e • 

i eleucus invades In!a an~ is repulsed by 
Chandrag~pta. 

M1asthenes, ambassador of Seleucu!, at 
e court of Chandragupra. • 

• A'lfession of Bindusara Mauryae Durin~ 
'• his reign his s Asoka is Viceroy at 

1 ax!ta. Deima us, ambassador of Seleu-
• cus, at Piitalip ra. • • e 
1 ccessi<¥J. of the peror Asoka.. • 
Bactria and Parth assert their independ-

• 

• 

• 
en~. • • 

Death of Asoka; break-up of Maurya Empire 
begins. • • • 

Demetrius of Bactria conquers the Pa.ltjillb. 
Eucratides wrests the JJ>Wer fro;w Demetrius, 

first in Bactria., t.h~ in the Plnjab. Foun • 
dation of the c~y ol Sirkap. 

• • 

• • 
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• 
~Iithridatcs I of Parthia overthrows kingdom 
~f Bactria. • 

Antialcidas, King of Taxila. Helioaorus sent 

• 
~ 123-88 • 

, 5-80 (?) 

• 
as ambassador to king of Vidisa in Central 
India. 

(t 

J'I'Iithrida~es II, the Great, king of Parthia. 
• •. ·~Uaues, the ~cythian king, conquers Taxila. 

• • after reign of Archebius. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
•• 

• • 

72 Cir. (?) • Liaka K!liilaka, Satrap. 
58 Beginning of Vikrama era. About this date • 

Azes I succeeded Maues, and itas himself 
suc~eded by Azilises and Azes II. • • 

B.C. 40. 

• • B.C. 5 Cir. 

• 

A.D. !0-30 

35 Cir .•• 
40 Cir. 

44 

• 50-~ 

• • • 
6~65 Cir. 

• • 

• 

• 78 A.D. 

• 
100 c· ~. 
125 " • 

146 " 
170 " 
187t~, 

225···. 

2.26 

• 

Riijuvula Satrap; a~erwards Great Satrap 
of Mathur&. 

Accession~ Azes II(?). • 
Kingd<C" of Afachosia and Taxila united 

• • .; • • under ofte rule by Parthian Gondopilar· .... •-o.~ 
• Conquest ohabul valley by Gondophares. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

•tt 

Visit of &t. Thomas, the ApostlE~, to the court 
of GQndophares. • 

Visit of Apollonius of Tyiina. Pkraotes (?) 
ruling at Taxila . 

Death of Gondophares 
empire among various 
including Abdagases, 
Pakores. 

and di"'ilieion of 
Parthian princes, 

Orthagnes and 

~ujiHa ol'V"ima KadJ.!hises reconquers Kii.pul 
va.lley a.nd afterirards Ga.ndhii.ra. a.nd 
Taxila. • . l 

Beginning of sakf era; it.pro9ajl~ marks 
the establishme:qt of the ~an empire 
in India by V'im.Kack>hises ; others think 

Kanishk&e • • •• 
S Megas. • 
P ble accession o~Kanishka the Kushan. 

undation• of the city of ~ukh • 
Ariian, author ~ the Indika, flourished. 
Accession of. Huvishka . 
Accession of Vasudeva. • 
Death of Vasudeva and break-up of Kushan 

• empire. 
6rda.shir-i-Bii.begii.n founded the Sasanian 
: d~asty of Persia. • 

• 
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• 
Chandra.gupta I, founder of the Imperial 

Gupta dynasty,. crowne~. G~ta era 
begins. • 

Fa Hien, the Chinese pilgrim, visits Taxila. 
Kidara. Shahi establishli! the kingdom;/£ • 

the Little Kushans. 
Invasions• of" Ephth~Jites of White H 

and expulsion of Litt~ • Ke.shans fro 
Ga.ndhiira .. Destruction of nv-ny monu­
ments at Taxila. 

Death of ToramiiJ;ta and accession of Mihira-
gula. • • • 

Sung Yiin, the Chinese pilgrim, in Gandhara. 
lisiian Tsang, the Chinese pilgrim, visits 

India. • ·• 

• 

• • 

• 

' • • • 

• 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• •• • • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• • • 

• 
• 

• 

• 
•• 

• 
•• 

• 

• 
• •• • 

• • 

• 

• 

•• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • • • 
• • 

~-------------------~--------~ • 

• 



• 
• • • • • • 

' 
• 

• • • . 
CHAPTER III • • 

• 
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ART 1 • 

• 

.. 
• • • • 

We have seen in the foregoing chapter that 
~tween the fifth century B.C. an~ the fifth century 
A.D. Taxila was unde~e ~minion, succ~sively, 
of s~ven .dif~Jlieiet peoP"fes, namely: the Per~~ 
the .M:aced~nia;s, the ~auryas, the Bactrian 
Greeks, the Scythians ~Sakas), the Par~ians and 

• the Ku~hans; and it• may be taken for granted· 
that, with the exception of the MacedoniaJs whose • • conquest was merely transitory, each of these peoples 
\p turn •eft some impress upon the arts and culture 

MENIAJ:i.eqj. the country. • Of artistic monuments, however, 
belonging to the•Persia~ epoch Djlne have yet been 

• found either at Taxila u elsewhere in India, and, l 
indeed, the t~nly relic of any lind in·w~lf' direct_. 

':. :A.chmiJ.enian influence is disceraiblj, is~ Aramaic 
inscription ment1~d on p. 00. •~rue, there *e 
stro~ Pertian ele ents observf:>le in the sculp-

• tures of a later e .h, particularly in those of the 
• Gandhara school, and it has ~enerally be~n assumed 
•• 

• • 

• •• • 

1\ • • • 
For a fuller account of the evolution of early Indian 

arl\ ~ee the writer's chapters in the Cambridge History of 
India, BOJi' para~W>hs frmn which are here repeated.' 

• 
..~ 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 26 • 
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that these elements :found the6:1· way. int~ Indian • art at. the time when the Persian empire extended 
over the North-West, the Greek el~ments :followiyn• 
later. There is not enou&"h evidence, however, t 
·support this assumption! It may•beJ;~at. the fusi 
.of Iranian with Hellenijtic ideas t~ok. place in 
Bactria and the neighbouring countries after their 

• .colonisation by Alexander the Great, an<i that the • hybrid art there evolved was introduced into India 
eithel' as a result~£ the peaceful intercourse betw~n. 
the ~aurya empire anli._ Western Asia, or as a • 
result of the subseq~ent J'tvasio~ Rf t~e Ba~trian • 

~~ks, Scythians, Parijl.ians, an<! K~shans,. all of 
whom must have been imtmed to a greater or less 
-degree with. Grooco-Persian @Ulture. • • . -• 

During the 4th and 3rd centuries B.C., when MAm\a. 
ihe lfauryan power was in the ascendant, the art of 
Taxila partakes o£ the same character as tie~ • 
indigenous art of Hindu~tan, \y which it was 

. .evidently much \:ffected .• This art w7:ts still in a 
; primi~ve sta.ge, but,distinguished by great technical 

• 

• 

.._ skill in ~utting and polishing o£ gems a~d by a~ 
~riking re:fine~n( in the slace decoration of 
jewellery and t~rac~tta-wor The .-udim~tary 
character of this ill.dige~ous art nd its contra~t with • 
·contempoMry Hellenistic art ar't particularly well • • illustrated by the coins of the period. On the one • • 
.hand, we have the Indian so called pun<!h-mar'ked 
coins, which are singularly crude and ugly, nl!!~er 
their form, which is symmetrica-, -uor tkt symbols 
which are •stamped almost itldi¢riminately upon 

B 
• 

\.. • . .. 
• • 

0 •• 

• 
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I 

their sftr£ac~, having any pretensions to artistie 
merit. On the other hand, the coins of Sophytes 

• (Saubhuti), wh~ was reigning in the Salt Range 
t the close of the 4th. century B.C., are purtly 
reek in .stl~ ('Pl. II), ,laving seemingly been 

copied fr~ an issue of SE¥eucus Nicator, with whom 
Sophytes probably came into contact when the 
form•r invaded the P3jljllb. This striking•contrast 
between Indian and foreign workmanship is equally 
apJ>arent in the plastic art o£ tlf'e period. Thus, 

• 

• 

• ·side by side with the m,:,;erly figures, both •n the 
• roun<! an~ in. ~lief, veith \rhich some of the 

colum~ts of Aioka are crowaed and which are nfan-r--­
festly the products of a ~ighly mature P~rso-Greek 

• school, tJ1ere are ima~es, such as the one from. 
Parkham in the :Mathura Museum, which :.1"re still 

• • in the unifacial and frontal stage and exhi~t all 
the othe:re defects of archaic technique . • • • 

GREEK. • 0£ Hellenisti4f infh!tnce during the }faury~n 
• period-that is, before t)le conqu~st of the Panjab 

hy •the Bact,ian Greeks-somt slight. eviq~ce is: 
~found on the Bhir }found site.in occ~l speci-,. 

mens ~f Greek p;ry, ter~acgttJngurines, coi;s 
and iems .• Such o ects, howeve,, are few and far 

• 
• lJetween, and it i not uptil tte advent o£ the 

Bactrian Greeks~at .the b~inning ote the 2nd 
• • rentury B.C., that Greek influence really begins to 

m~{e ittftll£ ,elt, and even then this in!uence is 
ve~limited. The fact was that the new conquerors 
probably.~ad lftile enough time to spare. for the­
al'ts of pea<"e. 'lle~ huilt a new rity a~Taxila and • • _____________ , ... ~-~-- ··~---



ART • 
flaid it out on a far more reg~ar plaJt tha~ the old • 
•City .on the Bhi!-' Mound, but there is nothing 
typically Greek about their buildipgs, nor are there•• 
:tny r emains of temples, .a!tars. public .monumenti 
statues such as we are•accustomed ilo a!'e')ociate -m' 
:the Greeks. Where GrefiJr art manif:sts. itsel£ most 
prominently lS m the comage, the stylistic 

• historr of which 1s ~ingularly luci<f and 
coherent (Pls. II and III). In the earliest 

-examples everf feature is Greek. The siani 
dard.weight of the coins is the standard established 
·by Athens; the leghds ~e in ClJeil~; tlte types are • 
.~~n from Greek my\hology, and ~re, m~reover, 
designed with a grace a~d beauty reminiscent of 
the scho"ols of Praxiteles ood Lysippus ;• and thei~ 
portr&ititre is characterised by a refined realism 
which, while it is unmistakably Greek, demon, 

.. strat~s a remarkable originality on . the Pirt 

• 

of the engravers. Later on, when the Grat!k • 
power in I ndia became c~nsolid~ed , the old Attic ..- . . 
standard gave place to . one, possibly base1 on • 

. Pers~n coinage, which was more liUited to the ... . . . 
' needs of l~al commerce; bilingual legends.( on the• 

~ne side in Gr~c, ~n.the othe~n Kharoshthi) were 
·substituted for tb-e Greek; an~ little by li1~e the 
other Greek qlfalities. g-radually faded, Indian • 
·elementsQ eing introduced among the types anll the 
·portraits losing the~r freshness and animation. • • 
And so .the process of degeneration ~ontfnued ,e re­
'latively slowly among the Eurasian Greeks, ~ore 
rapidly, when the Greeks we~ sup~nted by 

• 

t he Scythi~s. The testimon,- ~£ these co1ns IS • • 
• • 

• 
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• especiallf va~uable ein this respect: it proves 
that the engravers who produced them • were 

..,. • no mere slavish. copyists of western models, but 
'ere giving f~ee and spontaneous expression to thefr 
o~ ideas;. and. ii · proves, •further, that, though 
Greek art .underwent an inevitable transformation 
on Indian soil, and as a result of political changes, 
nevertkele!JS its infiuEjpce was long· anft well 
sustained. 

• • Nor does this numismatic evidence stand alone : 
• it is e:adorsed by other mWior aiat;iquities of thfs age 

which have• c~e.-down te us, notably by gew~ 
terracolta-work and po~efy; and it may be ob­
lerved, parenthetically, that it was to su~h small 
objects as• these, which• found their way into the • 
distant markets of Central India and Hinlustan, • that the Hellenistic influence noticeable in• the 
re:P.i.efs of the Early Indian School was mainly due . 

• •• 
Of the Jl,l-Onulental •records of the Bactri!l_n 

Greeks in India, only on~ has yet \een found, and 
• 

• 

• that, not in Greek, but in the \larly B,iihmj •cript · 
~f India. This inscription, whi~ was I.und in the ' 

ancient city of Vidi¥ in Cent.al.I~a-1,000 milP~ 
away ~rom T.l.xila-is carved on th~ face of a pillar, 

• • • and tells us that the pillar was set up by 
a Greek named Heliodorus. the son -ef Dion,. • 

• • who came as ambassador to Vidi§a from Antialcidas, 
the • Gree\: l!ing of Taxila. Incidentally, thi& 
ins«!~ption shows us how the Greeks were 
then em!.acing• ethe religions of the country 
of their adoptAm~ With their ve,.y elastie-• • 

• • 

• 
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• 

pantheon they readily identifijd Indian. ~ds with 
their own deities; and, just as in Italy they iden- • 
tifiel Minerva with Athena or Bacchus with •• 
]ii)ionysus, so in India they ident!fied the Sun-goJ 
Surya with Apollo al9d ".Kama, · th.e •god o£ Lo..,, 
with their own Eros; and they had •n~ hesitation, 
therefore, in paying the!r devotions to ·~iva or to 

• Parvati, to VishQ.u or to Lakshmi. • • • 
Under the rule o£ the Sakas, who succeeded the SAKA.s. 

Greeks in the fi1st quarter o£ the 1st ~ary_~JIC. \ 
the ij.fluence o£ Hellenism grew weaker an wea"ke\r 
and such art as thete wy degen·r~ed \pto a• crud~ • 
~l imitation o£ Gree~£orms. lrut ~itll tht~ exten-
sion of .Pal"thian power t~ India in the 1st century PARTmANI!­

A.D., a •fresh and powerful impetus wai given t~ 
Hellen.ism-the most powerful, indeed, that it had 
yet received; for it is neither to the Bactrian Greekt~• 
nor yet to the Sakas, but to the Indo-ParUtians t~at 
we owe most o£ the Greek influence which charie-". 
terises the art o£ the North-Welt Frontier during 
the early centu~ies of tJ!.e Uhristia~ era. 'rhe 

• . Pa~ans ~ere not the hal£-barbari& people that • 
' Roman andemodern. historians have usually di]?icted. • 

\hey were the \teiis ~£ two ~at streams of cul-

• 

• 

ture : of the agi -old Iranian culture,. on th6l one • 
hand, and o£ 'he :ijellenistic culture of the • ., • Seleucid ~mpire, on .the other; and they attached 

•• more importance to the latter, not only becau5e 
it was c~mmon to the greater part ~£ t\.eir ~ 
empire, but because it represented the culture• of 
the wL ole Western Wor!J. Adti ' o th~ that the 
Parthians ~ad in their hands•t~ entire carrying 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
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• trade betwee~ the ::V:editerranean and Afghanistan 

and Northern India, and it will be readily ltnder­
... stood how it comes about that the bulk of the monu-• 

~ents and :-ntiquities in the Parthian city f!f 

• 

~lmp are. fa:re n1~re Hellt!nistic than Indian in 
character '• and why ide~ically the same patterns 
and workmanship are found at 'faxila and at places 
as fa.' removed from it as Herculane"\llll and 

• 

Pompeii. 
1 

• 
'1 ~l:lo-far ~e art of Taxila itself is concern~d, we 

• bn n~w safelv sav that for i~ first three or four . .. . . . 
centur~s A.~, it owed its1 ehamcter to this inie 
of Western ideas for \11hich the Parthians were 

GA.NDH!RA •responsib]Jl. Of the b&ginnings o£ the Gandhara 
ScHOOL. "-' 1 l 1 • 1 h 1 • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

,.,(\ 100 we cannot speat< w1t 1 sue eomp ete. assur-
•[tnce, because that school took shape, not at Taxila 
it~elf, buie somewhere beyond the North-West \'ron-

• ~-r-probably in the region o£ Swat-where the 
sculptors could obCain tl:te phyllite and other schist . . .. 
stones which they used_ for then work. Many 
spe;imens, h~wever, of these Gandhara scu l~res 

• • ~uU 

• have ~en found at Taxila, and the ev~ence which' 
they supply, base~•mainly on:th/ associations i• 

1 . • .• d . 1 1 • • w uc~ they .have been d1scovere • pomts c ear y to 
":"' • the co~clusion that the inception 3£ this school took 

place during tne rule of the Pjrthians in etlhe North­
• • West, and was largely due to their Hellenizing 

ten~encils. !t should be added that the Q-andhara 
Sc~~ol attained its zenith under the Kushans in the 

• • 
2nd CP.ntt.y ana t.faded out of existence in the 3rd 
~entury A.D. : • • 

-------------·----- • 

• 
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In many features, both of ~yle a~d ex~cution, 
the Selllptures of the Gandhara School recall io 
mind Roman work of the same pjriod, and this 
re~mblance has led ·some . writers to ~uppose thatf 
Roman art and Roman • culture extoodeQ their iW 

• ftuence as far as Nort~ern India. Tltis idea , 
however, is based on a fundamental error as to the 

' genesis ef Roman Imperial ~rt and the r@la\i~n in 
which it stood to tne Hellenistic art o£ Western 
Asia. From the• time of the Seleucids wards it • 
was Western Asia that was the rea centre · 

• ... 

artistic effort in the •anci~nt worW. • .w !j'3tern • Asia • 
w~ the crucible in wh~h the arts cA. Greeie and 
Ionia, o£ Persia and of 11[esopotamia, were fused 
together; • and it was from JN estern Asia. that the· • 

• streama of art flowed westward over the Roman 
Empire and eastward over Parthia; Turkestan and • 
India~ It is a mistake to suppose thai Roman 
ideas affected to any great extent the plastic ari~ • 
of Greece or Asia. The cot.verse'-vas the case, and 
th"e art of Rome, \herefore, stood in mJch the same 

. rela~ to Hellenistic a·rt as did. the . art • of 
--..Gandhara. ) n other words, Gandhara art was tne· ; 

sister (or more ~d~ctly, perh~, the cousi~), not -- " • • .. f 

-

• 

• 

tne daughter, o£ Roman art; lJoth sch~ols tricing 
their parentage t~ the same common stock; •and it • _, 
is not sur,.-ising, theref~re, to find that the arts of • 
Rome and of Gandhata were distinguished by the •• 
same family likenesses. • • • 

•• 
About 400 A.D ., ~r a little l~:r, thd arose a· 

new school •which gave a fresh•le~se of life to the-

• • 

• .. 



A <W"lDE TO TAXILA 

• dying \lem~ts o:i classicism. This school was 
equally actiYe in the Panjftb and in Afghii.nistan, 

._. and may rightlj, therefore, be designated the Indo-

• 

• 

\A-fghiin Scqool. The j.mpoli:ant place which • it 
~cupied :W th~ history of rndian and Central Asian 
art, and. the wide-reaihing influence which it 
exerted during the Early Medireval Age, have now 
for til~ ftrst time bee:a. made apparent by• the dis- • 
coveries of the writer at Taxila and by those of the 

• F · chreological Mission • in Afghanisbin. 
orks of t is school have, it is true, lon~ been 

kno;n to .ar~c¥ogists, .but ttor lack of adequate 
-data i!J.e sch"ol tas hither~ been confused with'"1h.e 
older school of Gandha!a, and no distin~tion made 

• between -their styles. •\Ve are no\V able to see by. 
what a wide gulf the two schools are separated. 

• What they share in common, is their heri~ge of 
~assical•elements and a variety of religious types 

• ~d formulre which had been largely invented by 
the earlier .schom. and•had bec~e the univer.sal 
stofk-in-trade of the Bwdrlhist iconographer. For 

• the rest, the:,- are as different in spirit i.nd te&ique · 
• as th~ are ~n age and i~ the tJlatjl·ialt which ther 

employ-mamly .~one m ih• ~ndhara Sch~-.J., 
mai•l¥ stu'!!co or clay in the liJlo-Afghan School. 

• Whereas the artists of Gaoohara had tended always 
to be formal and academ~, their rm.o-Afghan 
successors, when unconstrained by the trammels of • • • re1~ious tradition, broke out into a free llnd realis-
ti~ mode of expression, which places their work 
-among t!e m~st vital and vigorous products of 
Indian art. : • • 

----------------------·------------------
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. The question o£ the role played by cla.sical art !NYLUUOB 0 .. 

in India has been a much disp~ted o~e in the past, GR!tEJt A.B.'r 15'. 
• h . . . . . h . l !NDU. some aut ont1es mamtammg t at 1t was a most a ... 

~gligible factor, otjlers that it ulfderlay the wholJ 
£abric of Indian art. 5J'he t:cuth, • as so o£te~ 

• • • happens, lies between the two ~xtremes. "'1Th 

Hindustii,n and in Central India it J>layed an. 
import~nt part in promoting the developm~nt ol 
the Early National SchooP, both by cfearing its 
path o£ technic~ difficulties and by strengthening 
its growth with new and invigorating ... 8. ~~ 

north!west region .and immediately beyooo i~ • 
fi6l,lltiers, on · the other h\.nd, it 4i'n!~m~intained a. 
complete supremacy, •o~curing the ind!genous. 
traditionlil and itself producing works of no mean-• 

• merit, which add appreciab1y to our und~rstanding 
of the• Hellenistic genius. Nevertheless, in spit~. 
of i• persiste~cy and wide diffusion, Hellenis­
tic art never took the real hold upon India that-it. 

• • took, for example, upon Iijtly oreWestern Asia, ~r-• th.e reason that tlte temperaments o£ th~ two peoples · 
wer-.... radically dissimilar~ To the Greek, Iian, 

.,;_.man'?beaut,, man's intel1ect were e~rything, and' • 
i_t was the •ap<(.he~is of this .P:auty and ~is in- • 
~llect which "\ti.Pl •remaine~ the keynote or 

• 

• 

• • 

Hellenistic art l ven in the Orient. • Bufi. ~hese- • 
ideals awakened no resoponse in the Indian mind. • "-:* • 
The visi:. of the indian was bounded by tW: • • 
immorta1 rather than the mortal, b~ thil infi14it~· 
rather than the finite. Where Greek thought.-wa&· 
ethical, his was spiritual; whil"e Greek wa~J-

• •• h' h rational, h~ was emotional. An~ to tliese 1g er • • • • 

• 

.. 
• • 

• 

• 

• • 
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aspiratiens, these . more spiritual instincts, he 
• sought, at a !ater date, to give articulate exp~ession 
-.. by translating them into terms of form and colour. 

\.But that was n~t until the mpre spacious times 41>£ 
'lhe Guptas, •when- .a closer ~on tact had been estab­
l,hed bet,;e~· thought and art, and new impulses 
imparted • to each. Prio~ to the medireval epoch 
the I~dia11 had not conceived the bold and,. as some 
think, chimerical idel of thus incarnating spirit 
in matter. Art to him was ae thing apart-a 

•pls&UUF,"'Mucrete expression of the bea~tiful, 
• l vhic}t appealed intimately ~ his subconscious 

reesthetic s~nfi,•J.~t in wltJ.ch neither intellectuaMty 
nor mysticism had any. stare. For the rest, he 

• found in the formative. arts a valuable ntedium in 
which to narrate, in simple and universal la{\guage, • 

• • the legends and history of his faith; and this was 
mainly why, for the sake of its luciditf and 
~tamatic • power, he welcomed and absorbed the 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• l~sons of Hellenjstic a.t, not because he sympa­
thised with -its iaeals or saw in • it the means bf 
givtng utterance to his <:rwn . 

• • • • 
• • • 

• 

• • • 
•• 

•• • • 
• • 

•• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

:I 
• • 

• 
• 

• 

.. 
• 

• • 
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• • I CHAPTER IV· • 
• I • • 

THE DHARMAl AJIKA STUPA 1 • 

In tbe description which follows of t~e r~ains 
o£ Taxila2 I shall start -'ith the Dharmarajika 

• 1 Primarily stupas were, no doubt, fui;Jil,.lillliillllliilfi.ILE 
tumuli.; but among the Buddhists they were erected e1 
to enshrine some relic df the Buddha or of a Buddhisw sain • 
o~lse to commemorate som~ ·special.,. ~•rede spot. From 
tlie outward form of a sture it is not possfble to determine 
whether it contains a relic eor not. The erection of a 
stupa. has. ahvays been regarded by the Buddhists as a 

• work of merit, which brings its a uthor a ste-, nearer to• 
salvatilil.l. " Tope " is a corrupt Anglo-Indian word 
derived from thilpa, the Prakrit form of stilpa. In Burma • 
a stu~ is commonly known as a ' pagoda ' and in Ceylon • 
as a 'diigaba'-a Singa.Jese word derived from . ' dhiitu' =a 
' relic 1 and 'garbha 1 =receptacle or silrine. In Nepal• i t 
is called a chaitya, a word j'hich, ~ke stupa, origin:tU.y • 
m,eant a heap or J umulus (chitii) b~ sub~equently came 
to mean a sanctuary of any kind. See Fergusson, I . E. A., • 
pp.~-5; C. I. I., Vol. III, p~ 30, Note I. For the details 

• of ~ constrij.ction and dedication of a stiipa, see Mahii • 
~va'?'sa, 169 • sqq; Divuavadana, p . 244; OunJlingham , • 

lJhilsa Topes, Cl.. ~II; H. .A. ~ldfield , Slcetclies from 
N epal, II, pp. 2n.-1~ :ioucher, L"\l1·t Greco-Bouddhique, 
pp. 94-98. • • • 

2 To visit all tbe• remains now brought to light at Taxila, • _,-
two full ws are require<f. Good motor roads have been • 
made to t'lie Dharmarajika stiip!1 1 and to Sirka,p, Jal)~liiil. • • 
Moh ra Moradu and Jauliaii. .A 'Bareilly 1 cart can gene-
rally be Qbtained at the railway station, bUll; it ts advi~ble 
to arrange for it in advance . In this and other matte.~tbe 
curator of the .Archreologica,l museum will give whatever 
assistance he can. • • •• 

• 37 • 
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• Stupa ~nd .some _.,mailer groups of Buddhist 

Temains to the south-east of it then proceed. over 
•• the ridge of H!ithial to the stupa o£ Kunala and 

~escend from there into the ci~y of Sirkap. Fro!n 
~kap I slla)l.co:O.duct the ~isitor over the temple 
at Jag.~iaJ and the remiins of two small stupas 
beyond it to the north. Thence we shall make our 
way 1iD the city of Sirsukh and the less i~portant • 

• 

• 

monuments at Lalchak and Dadalpur; and finally 
we shall visit what are in some :fespects the most 
•.Jlarld:'~~ the best preserved of all :he ¥10llu­

• t.ent!P at Tax1la, namelv. tlPe Buddhist stupas . .. . . .,., . 
.and ~naster.es •at Moh:ra,. Moradu, P1ppala mrd 
.Jaulian. • 

• 
• The Dharmarajika ~tiipa or 'Chir Tope ' 1 (Pls. • 
1V and VII), as it is locally known from th•e cleft 

•driven through its centre by former explorers, ~ands 
o:a a loffy plateau high above the Tamra niila. 

• · ~•ch was its stat~ of ru~ fifty years ago, that Sir 
Alexander CAmni~gham affirmerl.tl1at nothing htJt 
the.core of the structu:t'e survived. The w~r's 

• own excavati~ns, however, in the coufse of wl1irh 
• debris~o the depth a£ some thi~ flct ~hs remove~ 

from around its ba~, reveale« t!onfi'derable sectiotfs 
<>f t~.old !acing in a fair statl of preservation, 

~ • and have brought to light :! large numb~ of other 
• • interesting structures, inc1tt«ing stiipas, chapels 

an~ mon1sti~ quarters, which, extending. as they 

~1J.'he metalled road that has been mnde to the 
Dharmara~ stii""•s a windin~~: one anrl nearly two miles 

• long. There is a sltort. rut RC'TOR!I the Tamr• niUa imme-
• <liately to the east 8f tne Bhir mound . 

• 
~-----------·----------------------------------------
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~o over a period of at least five cent·uri~s, furnish 
us with important data fore the 1t.istory of local • 
. architecture. Thanks, also, to the coins and other 

eminor antiquities found in asso11iation with them~ .. 
they help materi"al~ -to the, sol~tion of ·many 
-chronological problems connected• with this p~iod 
-o.:f Indian history. • • 
....._ ' • • 

The main structure, a~ now exposed, is • circular THm MAIN 

-in plan with a.raised terrace around its base, which STBUO'l'UBJ~oj 
wa~ ascended by four flights o£ s~a•r ~~h 
-o£ the cardinal points. Th~ core of the st~pa i1oi. 
"!'ough rubble masonry str#g~n~ by walls, 
between 3 and. 5 fee! ~ th'!"'[kness, radia~ing £rom 
-the cl:?ntre . These construction walls stop short 
:abore the berm of the • stiipa, instelfd of bei~g 
·carried down to its foundations, and appear to • 
"be,ong to a subsequent reconstruction of the fabrfc, 
which took place probably during \he Kushan 
-epoch. The outer faci~ is oi ponderous limeelorte 

· blocks with ~iselled kaiijur stone•let in between 
• ~m for the mouldings and pilasters, the. whole 

having o!lCe been finished with- a •coating of li~ 
• -plaster and \ai~t. The ora~mental sto~ carvilfg 
• -on the face o£ the stiipa af,ove the berm is best 

·preserved on lhe eastern side. I~ mas' distin­
·guishielg features ar~ the boldness of its moulding-~ • ....,.._ 
and the design of ~s niches, which are framed alter-• . 
nately by trefoil arches and portils :-ith sloping 
jambs; and divided one from the other bY. 7Porin­
thian pilasters. These niches ~nee held figures oi 
ihe Buewiha or of Bodhisattva! in rel~!. The same· • • • • • 

IL------------ •--------------------------------------

• • 
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kind of d~coration is also found on smaller stiipa~r. 

• on this site b&longint' to the 4th and 5th cen­
huies A .D. ·when the J)harmarajika was first 

.. ~reeted, is uncertafn.. Possibly iS was in the reign• 
of the MaurY'tn Empero:t- -'.Soka1 (3rd century 
B.C.. That•it. $as already standing in the time · 
o£ the early ~aka kings, M:&es and Azes, is proved 

• by the circle of small stiipas around it (p. 41 i~/~ 
which a~e ~ontemporary ewith those rulers. But 
none of the visible facing is earlier \J1an the latter 
P!V~f t}p~~nd century A.D., and the decora­
.tiof. of ~anjiir stone above the beiill dates probatly 
from the fifth- cedtlJ~. • .. 

• 

. . " . 
The raised terrace and ~e open passage around 

the foot of tJle stiipa servoo in ancient days ~s pro­
cession paths (pradaX~shiry.a patha), round whick it 

• w~s customary for the faithful to ' process ', ke~)­
ing the stii}4a always on the right hand. Now-a­
d~yi: the Buddhists ordinarily process three times 
round a stiipa or lther \acred edifice, but in 

• obedience to vo"ws they will process 'r, 14 or even 
108 tiifles. , • • • 

• The ouiy pavement in the proce~io:rlpath which • 
is now visible is in th:.~. E. quac~an~ and is com- • 
posed ofes}abs M dark grey slate. 1ut below this. 

~---- • .. 
• • 'The name Dharmarajiklt has bee~ thought to denote, 

in particular, a sfliipa built by Afioka, the Dharmaraja. 
But it teems tJore likely that it denoted a stiipa erected· 
over a .,toli<' of the Buddha, who was the real dharmaraja, 
and that Atfoka only g~ the title of dharmaraja beca11Re he 
had built so J!aty dhaPma.rajikis. 0/. Konow ii OorpUII 

• lmcr. Ind., Vol. II. p. :s.• • 
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typical specimen is I figure of the Bodhisattva .. 
(l Sii.kydlmi) sta~ing beneath an umbrell~ 

• canopy in the attitude of protection (abhq,ya­
•e~Tludra), with attendant figures. The coins were 

found in a hoard •to the numbe:a of 355, concealed.• 
in a small bJo~k.of· kaiijiir s!:me near the western 
stept. Thel c<fmprise specime\lS of Azes II, Soter 
Megas, Huvishka, Vasudeva and issues of Indo-
Sasaniap. or.Kushano-Sasanian type. • _,_, • 

BJULL CIBCULAR •{fit GU~at.~tiipa described abov~ was the first 
IITCPA.s A.ROUND ofe Buddhist structures . to be erected on ethe ::u:B. •plateau~ At.th~p~ wheneit w:s constructed, the~ 

plateau ~~round •was ~elled ~p and covered with 
a layer of grey river santf with a floor oJ. lime 
p:&ster abo~. On this fMor or on the debris which. 

• accumulated immediately above it there was su"bse­
qftently built, in a ring around the central edi&e, 

• a n~mber ~ small stiipas, of which eleven have 
beeflelaid bare. In~,~he p~an on Pl. IV they are 
numbe.red, sta,ting "-from the west,. R\ S8

, B 6 
, • • 

• 

• • 

• • 
• • 

• 
• • • 

• 
, 

1 Bodhisattva means lfllrally a b~n,. wll>se characteris- .; 
tic (saf.tva=Pii.li satta) an"-cl aim are enligqtenment (bodhi). 
Gautama~as a ~odhisattva in his previols existences and: 

~ ... .__so during his historical existence up to the time when. 
• he attained enlightenment and became the eJiuddha. 

• .According to the Northern or :tlabiyii.na School of 
Buddhism, there ve, besides Gautama, innumerable other· 
Bodhislttvas, • bot6 human and divine, among tll9 best. 
known•ef whom are: Avalokiteivara, Jlatljusrf, Mlrtchir 
Biman~, VajriJII and Maitreya, the last of whom 
is the 1hd last~ddha of this age of the world . 

• • • • • • 



THE DHARMARAJIKA STUl' A 

·' na, B1' BIG' J320' J310' Dl' D2, and D3. 'l'hese 
small stiipas, which date fro~ the &,ka period (1st • 
century B.C.), were originally circular in plan and 
constructed o£ rough rubble cOrtiB generally £aced••• 
\-ith square kanjur•block~, the only e-.isting decora­
tion being a simple • base mould!ns. • Lacer #Jn, 
some o£ them, e.g., D 3 .and R 4 , were jnlarged by 
~ddition of squa~e or round bases. In sever~l 
oftbe,e stu pas, buned a4 a depth o£ •five• or s1:x. 

feet beneath their bases, were found relic deposits· 
of which the two following may be 1,a$.'3itJeB~~ 
examples:- • • • • 

In 133 the relic chan!ber, r<Jti'A~ censtructed of 
small stones and covdte~ b~ large slab •of lime­
stone, 1 ~ontained a casket o£ steatite and 'a mini\" 

• 

• 
ture stupa o£ fine grey lime~tone. Inside•the casket, 
which is 4 in. high and well-turned on the lathe• 
wa~a smaller casket of silvery bronze, li in. high, 
in the form o£ a stupa crowned with •umbrel!~s; 
and in this miniature re~ptacl._ were some caldhed: 
.bones and ash~, and a few go!d, ag\lte, pearl and • 
bone beads. The stupa of grey limestone is pr~vided 
w~ a small cavity underneath, !n which wer~ . .. . 
packed toget\er 4!, large assw~ment of i~eresting 

• 
•beads and geT~ o'! .-he followflng materials: -ruby, 

crystal, bande<l agate, jacinth, sara: garnet, ame­
thyst, ~~rnelian, aqui-amarinte, green jasper, onyx, 
mother-of-pearl, g~ss, yellow quartz and bone .•• 
Some o£ these beads are in the shapel of.animals or 
birds, ·such as the lion, tortoise, frog and ~ose ~ 

-..... 

T'h" . I •• d ••· 1 
._ Is sti"ipa IS no onger exl'ose to view. 

• • 

• • 

• 

• • 
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'· others are in the form of a creseent or triratna1
; 

• others ar~ bar-\;el-shaJed, polygonal or amygdaloid. 
!<~rom the shape of the little limestone stf1pa. and 

• .. of some of the beida contained in it, it seems prob­
able that it fo.-merly belonf;ed tct an older structure~ 
an~ that it m~s etninsfened fo the one in which it 
was found )rhen its origin~ resting place had fallen 
into disrepair. __., 

In the ;elic chamber~£ another stupa (8 8
) wel'e 

four small earthenware lamps--one.in each corner 
Cll!f~Jm1:rW.lQil'-fom coins of the Saka kings, 

• ~ues~nd Azes I, and a vase of..,teatite. The'-'"ase 
contained a !niri-M.tte cask~ of gold together with 
three gord safety pins~nd ~l!e small beads of ruby, 
iarnet, amethyst and crystal; and inside the minia­
ture gold ~asket, again, • were some beads of bone 

• ~nd ruby with pieces of t<ilver lea£, coral and stone, 
and along with these the bone relic. In Februftry, 
19J'f', thest relics were presented by the Viceroy, 
! .. oM Chelmsford, t. the lluddhists o£ Ceylon and 

• were enshrined hy ttem in the Teml'le of the Tooth· 
Relice(Dalada llfaligawa) ~t Kandy. ' 
• • • 
• The Jlext stage of building arouid the Great 
Stupa is marked by •le erection c]. ¥ircle of small• 
chapel\ whi<'h.are similar in pl:n, 8j well as in pur­

_-..,......__pose, to those at Jamiilgarhi .in thl Frontier Prov­

• 

ince, being intended for the enshrinet!ent o£ 
• • Buddhist images which were set• up facing the Great 

• • 

• 

• • • 
1 !'eimtna=' Three jewels.' The trident device sym­

boli~~es the trinity of.. Buddhism: the Buddha, the Dharma 
(Law) and ~ Sanglif (Religious Order) . : . . 

• • 
• 
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• 
Stupa. Now-a.-days, it is against the J3uddhist 
principles to destroy a stupa ~r any•other work of • 
merit, and it may be presumed that the same idea ... 
f revailed among t~e Buddhists tn ancient times . 
.Accordingly, when t:J.est! chapels w~re built, the 
small stupas then standing, althougt<m~ch deca~d, 
were suffered to remain,• the ground be~een them 
~ ~artially filled in with di bris an~ i.h~ walls 

of the new chapels carrie~ over thmr tops. 
• 

The earliest• of these chapels w~i~h- ~a~lll CoNSEOUTIV .-: 
the irst century .A.D., are built in a very distmc- ~~Es OF 
. 1 • k , ,1· , • h' ., ....,.soNRY. tiVe sty e of masonry nown p, • ..,_I~er , w Ich 

had probably been intreduce~ the41f?arthi~ns from · 
the NorJ;h-West Frontie' .At the period to which 
these chapels belong the diaper was ch4tracterise<f 
by tlre neatness of the piles o:£ small stones in the 
intejStices between the larger boulders. Among thtf 
many chapels in which examples of thts masollry 
may be se!n are B 6 D12 D-9 D 6 D 5 R S 6 ~d· 

I J ( J • ' J. J J ' 

8.'5. • • • 

. ~ith the lapse o:£ time these buildings in•turn 
• • :fell to ruirT, the spaces between bec~me filled -wit~ 

• 

• 

fallen debris, ~'\nd•over this (¥. a height, tl!at is to 
•say, of several fe:t •above the• original flom;J were 
constructed oth:· chapels in still an; ther kind of -=' 
maSOllrJit• This later masonry, which is the third • • 
distinct variety em~loyed on the site, is charac- • • 
terised l;Jy the use of ashlar and diapel" mat~onry ~om-
bined, and appears to have been in vogue in tht(lrd, 
4th and 5th centuries .A.D. It i~:~.-.sed fo:. the repair 
of the up~r parts of the earli~ chapels ~s well as in 

• 
• • 

• • 
• • •• . . .. . 

.. 
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• 
the const.·uction of ne\\: ones, e.y., B 1

, and ll 13
• In 

• the earlier ex~mples • of this semi-ashlar masonry a. 
• .. sing-le course of ashlar is usually inserted between 

the larger boulde1~s; in the later examples, the single 
course is relllac~d by two" m• even three courses. 
' . • Thus, ~e have three c~ar and distinct types o£ 

• masonry immediately around the Main Stiip~ 
V) : fi!st, the rubble ana lcafijur work of th~ Saka 
period; secondly, the neat diaper '!hich came into 
ia~w4th .t~e Parthians during the 1st century 

• 1\.D.; il-nd thirdly, the semi-ashl~r, semi-diaper-type 
of the late s~co:ali Jt.d subsequent centuries. These 
three co~secutrve ty~ ar~ ~ually well illustrated 
in other buildings at the Dharmarajika ~tiipa as 
;,ell as in ~irkap and oth•er places. 

• 
MINoR ANTII!Ur- • The antiquities found in the chapels round the 
"TIEs FROM M . s· . I f h h' h • 

4JHAPEJ<S ROUND am tii"P'L came mam y rom t e 1g est stratum 
MAIN sl'UPA.. .a~ consist for the most part of stucca. and terra­

• • 
.. 

• 
cotta figures, of wli.ch scftne fine examples may be 
seen in the m~seum. • · • • 

• In chapel ~3 , in its south-west corn~r, are'the 
~emains•of a raised .,pJat:form, th~ bo~ of which is • 
composed of mud. ~uriecl in ~h~ :riud were found• 

__._......__a larg-8 numlfer of clay sealing-a i~ressed with the 
Buddhist creecl-Ye dharm(i ~etu prabhavi• etc.,­

• • in characters of the Gupta a~. Such seals are 

• 

• • 

freqiently • folVld imbedded in ancient Budclh ist 
stii~ and even in Atatues. • 

'T'be vi~r wlhhas followed the route indicated 
on the plan in d<O;t~ lines will have e!tered the 

• • . __ ...;_• -· •...:•:...._ ______ ··=---·------
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• 

:procession path by its southern entrance, •will have 
perf~rmed the pradakshi1.~a ar~und t!e Great Stupa. , • 

., .and will now emerge again by way o£ the sam~~ 
~ntrance . A.s he tlolrns to the left, he will see near 
by and on his right thand a sWpi of,considerable STtlPA. J 1• 

·size designated Jl in tlte plan. n consists ~£ a . . 
~quare base, 32 ft. 4 in. square, compo~ed o£ three 

1el+,-.which diminish in size as they lfise. • A.bove 
this base was formerly a •circular drum and dome 
·crowned by th~ usual umbrella, but all traces o{ 
the~ features have now vanished. • Thi: stupa air-
pears to have been ~rect~d originally in the lhte 2~d • 
Cent. or possibly earll3rd C~.· 1-.v.7 an!J to have 
been extensively reconst'illucted in the 5th Cent. A..D . 
To the "earlier period beloi!gs the clecorfition of t lle 
lowed tier on the north side, consisting of groups of 
fig-ure!'l separated from one another by stuntei • 
Cor~nthian pilasters. The figures are iXecute~ in 
stucco, with which material the whole face of ~~ 

I shipa was finished off, ane. repnl ent seated Bud!has 

• 

'-· ~ccompaniecl by a devot~e standing ~n either side. • 
When the stupa was repaired, these groups of ftgures 

~ . . 
' ·bad already iu:ffered damage, and the £ri61e abov~e 

. iDem was the, I~~red :Cro~.+ts position over the 
<!apitals of the njlasters, and set in a lipe wit:~ them, 
thus resting on~be s~oulders of the Buddhas from- ~ 
whic.h t4!~ heads han. disappeared. A.t the same time • 
a new series of pilasters was introduced on the • • 
€astern• and southern faQa.des of a mo~e st~nted ~arm 
ann surmounted with notched brackets let in bet~een 
the capitals and the frieze. ~fir the~ two sides 
there are ~ow no figures of tl.e ~uddha. • • 

• • ~· .. ~ • • 
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To thflt later tepair, also, appears to belong the 
• decoration on tke secdhd tier. It consists of a row 

,. of the foreparts of elephants alternating with ffairs 
~f Atlantes, the ~rotesque attit!-1-des and late and. 

very decadent -modelling o:f "ihich are noteworthy. 

_.t little f;rtl'le; eastward is the stupa J2, in which 
some relics • of interest .:ere found. The relic 
chambe• WIJe'3 at a height of 2 feet above the 
level and in the centre of the structure. In it was 
a steatite casket shaped like a Gre~ pyxi.~, which 
c~ntained l sma1l box of silver; and in this, a~in, 

• w!s a ~till smaller box of golti containing some 
minute ~·ag~e-J,s• e~one. ··here were also a few 
beads in the steatite c~et,.t>ut no coins with which 
te fix its ~ate. The shape of the steatite• casket 
resembles that of a casket discovered by the w;iter 

• Silme years ago ·at Charsadda, which dated from 
the time of.Zeionises1 (middle of 1st century A.~.), 
~nt this may be the approximate age of this 
dep~sit, though th~stupa• itself is jrobably later. 

STUl'As N&4 • P~ssing- by• the stu pas .T3· 6 and proceeding in a"\. 
11ortherly direction, we come to anothe:te g-roU:p' of 
~milar V"!Onuments, all of which. are• built in the ... 
semi-ashlar type of ...,asonry, ar• s~are in plan,. 

• and st311ding io a height of some t1¥ee feet or less. 

; C ~ • -:;a::e o;e;:::n °;edN:~r;haesn!~~;dco:t~~:1:~~~~::: 
• • copper coins of Shapur II (309-~79 A.D.). Another 

earth~nwar~ ve~sel which was discovered in" Stupa 

• • 
N to l&d been badly crushed, but the earth from it 

•• • • 
'A. S. R., M>02J>3, Pt. II, pp. 175-lJf.l . 

• • • 
.... ~ 
~--·-~·--------------~·~·~--·---------------------------

• • 



• 

• 

yielded 18 Leads of coral, lapislazuli, ~hell and 
glass. The Stupa N 9 yielde" a fe\t beads only . 

• 
A little further on is a wide !>assage flanked op. .. • .either side by stup~s k'tnd c~apel~, which leads 

to the monastic quarters on \I-.e • north. • Of 
the chapels alongside~ this passag~ the two 

I 

.., ]]~red N 17 and N 18 are still quite imposing even CHAl'ELS Nl' 
in thmr ruin. They are oonstructed of part~cularly AND N 18

• 

massive semi-aJ~hlar masonry and date from the 
fourth or fifth century A.D. Insid~ are ihe rentai:as 
-of ~veral images ~f Buddha, of which the NinciWtl • 
ones facing the entran~es we •• oi.cok>ssal propor-
tions. 0£ the one idt ~18 oo'!"y th: feet a\J.d lower 
part of the raiment have survived, but the size 
o£ the former (5 ft. 3 in. !rom heel to ttJe) indicate 
that•the figure had an approximate height of 35 feet; • 
an~ it follows, therefore, that the chapel itself mu;t 
have been hardly less than 40 feet high~ The eore 
of these images, as of ~thers t>f the same ag~ • ilf 

'-·~omposed eitht¥' of kanjiir stole rou~hly fashioned • 
to the shape of the figtl'te, or of mud, or oi mud 
and stone" combined; the stucco c<fating in whiclt 

'._the features ~nde other details are made • out, i~ 
• almost pure Itm~ •In sever;r instances red paint 

is still adherint to the robes o£ the statues, ~md no • 
doubt other pigment!!, as well' as gilding, were- • ~ 
employ~~ for their-decoration. Observe the excel- • • 
lence o£ the modelling in the feet ,p£ ~me o£ the 

• • smaller figures. Of the heads and hands belo.:Qging 
to these statues several were founa amid the charred 
debris o~ the chapels. One ol thesEf\eads, 13!" . . -

• • 
• 

• • 

-· ~ 

• 4 
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• 
high an~ of the conventionalised type, 
belonged to ol!e of ftte standing figures 
Nl7 

.... 0 

evidently 
in chapel 

• 

STOP• N 7
• Retracing our• steps and turning westward pasi!' 

• 

stii.pa N 5 we ~Oipe .to the 1iUie stf1pa N 7 , which is 
bui'l\ on the' rt.ins of an older monument. In its 
relic chamb~r, which was ctnstructed oi neat kanju~ 
stones,. was_ found a crystal lion, and beneatri, &-

casket of Gandhiira sto~e containing a small box 
of silvery bronze with some min-ate bone relics 
"itlrin, ac~om~nied by two small pearls 'and. one 

• bead o:P bright blue!:ste. • 
• • • • 

In tlte narr~w ;p bet~en P 7 and P 10 was a 
broken Gandhara sculpture ':epresenting the ~:ffering 
o' honey by a monkey M the Buddha, and a little 

• below it was a small earth ern pot containing• :five 
~fold coins of the later Kushan period, one selid 
gol& ear-rilfg with pearls attached to it, a few gold 
be~s, plain and flllJ;ed, aid a broken ornament o:f· 
beaten gold with a g'Panu1ated borde111 This deposi\_ 

• seems. to have been place~ here after the adjacent · 
l>uildings had hecome buried in debris. • 

mos • A lidle to the i'ist of this ;>oint the visitor-'' 
• 

1 
AND P•. passes through a narr~w passagt oeh-feen the build- • 

• ings r-and 1'2 • The former of th:Se was a stupa 

• 

~ • -oi the early Kushan period, the latter a c~pel in 

• • 

•• the later style of masonry. In !his passage are two 
colos~l BuJdhas side by side, seated on a. stone 
plin~ Their hands rest in the lap in the attitude­
of meditation (dht~ana-mudra), but their heads,. 

• unfortunatery, are Jilisaing. • 
• • 

~ .. • 
• • 

•• • 



In the open space into wij.ich w~ nov! emerge is ~ANK. 
:a i:itnk with four small stiipas on its northern and 
.eastern sides.· The tank itself is built of rub bl~., • • masonry such as was i~ vogue dur~ng the Scytho-
Parthian period, anft it had hi.lently fallen into 
.disuse and been filled •in before the small ~iipas 

...., were erected, since the foundations ol two of the 
Iah'tP (K 2 and K 3

) proj~ct well over 4he 4lorthern 
.end of the steps which descend into the tank. In 

• 

stupa K 3 was• found a relic-vase containing ashes STUI>As K• 
:ani. three coins o£ Kanishka, and •in the stiip•a P6 , A.ND ps, 

which is approxiftlateJ.rr cont~P,orar~ witlr it, ~as• ••• ·another earthen vase.and tt::n oms'tlf Hu"\tishka and • 
Vasudeva, five o£ whic~ were found inside the vase 
along ~ith some ashes, a~d five outside. It is no!e­
wo!tthy that these stiipas, like the larger one (K1

) 

ne1r by, are o£ semi-ashlar masonry £aced wi<th 
kanjiir, not, as might be excepte~ of <ijaper 
masonry. •• • 

• 

• 

• 
J On the we~t side o£ t~e tan4, the J3t11pa K 1 is also STUI>A Kl. 

worthy of notice. Obs~ve in particular the seated • \ 
image of. the Buddha in the niche. on the n~rtherp. 

'side, and alio t\e cornice and other detai]j of a dil-
• tinctively Hallleieis.ic chara~~. • 

On b the tnorth side of this stu.pa we11e subse- • 
quentry built• seve~l small chambers, probablr • ~ 
chape!'s~ £acing nfirth. They stand on a common •• 
base adorned with a row of stunted pilasters alter-
nating with niches of the same design a; thosl.above 
the terrace o£ the :Main Stiipa, namely, •trefoil 
:arches and doorways with slo~~ng j~bs in which . . ~ . . 
figures o:f the Buddha were ~laced. e 

• 
• •• 

. ' ... 
.~ • _./>· 

• •• 

• • 
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Vmw oF THE From •his point it is well worth while to ascend: 
SITE .om '.tHE the higher grou~d to ~e north and take a bird's;oeye­
=~~~~ Jiew of the whole s~te and of the surrounding country 

(Pl. VII). When excavations wa;re first started, the• 
ground-level.a:oUJLd•the st~p~ area was little lower 
than~his elevatM plateau, and standing on the edge 

• of the latte~ we get a good idea of the amount of, 
debris tpat ltad to be shifted before the many ~fu-• 

' 

MON.&STBRY. 

• 
• 

• ings below us could be exposed to view. The point to 
which this debris rose around the ~reat Stiipa is 
st'!ll ·clearly visi'ble on the sides of the struc\J.lre-

•it~l:f. • • • 

The remains~hafa~ now•(l934) being expooed 
to view in this quarter of thf site are part of~ large 
rrftmastery, .->r mther suc<"lssion of monasteries (for 
there are several such, erected one on the ruin!! o£ 
a~other), which were attached to the Gii6lat 
Stuaa. If 1he visitor will look around him, at the­
othe• eminences in the vall~, he will see that many 
of them are c~ownelt by groups o£ ~tncient ruins, \ ...... 

.J. 
• and he will observe that :Wi each group there is a 

cjrcut::r mound ~tanding side by side wit~ a square 
cae. In .each case the circular lllPUna covers the .1' 
remains of a Buddhftl stiipa, ~· t:ie square one· • 
adjoinilllg it the remains of a monast!fY. So it was. 
~t the Dharmara,jika Stiipa, tl\6 chie~ monument of 

its kind at Taxi1a; quarters £or tj.e monks w~'e pro­~-

• • 
.... 
~. 

• •vicled in close P.roximity to the sacred edifice, and 
it is ~lear from• the courts already excavatea that 
this ~nastery was planned on the same lines as 
other monast.ries <'-!tthe same age at Taxila, e.g., 

: those at Mohra l.~riftlu and Jauliaii {tJh. X) • 

• • 
• -~...._ . .. . . ·~·----------------------------------------------~ 
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:It consisted, that 1s to say, of seve¥tl squ are 
-courts open to the sky ftnd e!J.compassed by 
row~ of cells in two storeys, with verandahs in £ront i.. • 

e.and it was provi~ed, no doubr, with a Hall of 
Assembly, refectory a nd kitchlilns, -rhe monastery 
·was destroyed and rebuilt on severatil. ~ccasionaf but 
~ost of the remains no'* visible belong-to the early 

1€tle4val Period. A number of skeletons found in • • them are probably those o-,: monks or nuns killed by 
the Huns in the latter hal£ of the 5th century A.D., 
·when all the monasteries of Taxil!P wer~ destrl'>yefl . • 

• 

Descending ag\ in t i the l~e~ lev~l we p ass, •on 11)3UILDINQ Ht. 
•OUr right hand, the ~nine ll\ wh:fth waseprobably 
-intended for an image '-r the Dying Buddha. This 
buildi~g exhibits three t~es of masonry, represelft-
ing•three different periods of construction . In the 

• -original shr ine the stonework is of the rubble varie!y 
which prevailed in the Scytho-ParthiaiP period. but 
subsequently this shrine was strengthened .e.nfil 
enlarged by t~ addition• of a ~ntigllous wall in the 

• 

. _.1 ·diaper style, as well as ~ a second wall enclosing a • 
_pradakshiva passage and portico in front. • Late; 

~on, when thel leiel had risen several feet,.additioieS 
• in semi-ashla:am~~ry were ~de, and other repairs 

were carried •ut at a still later da.te. ~e only 
minor antiquifies of.interest in this building wero-
28 de~ftsed silver ~oins of the Greek king Zoilus, 
which were brought to light beneath the foundation• • 

• \ 
-~ 

·of thf! earliest chapel. • • • 
•• The two small pit~ M4 are ~f interest only as Two PITS M•. 

:affordin~ some slight evi de~ce:as to 'te age when ~ ~ 

• • 
. 'fjl 

• • •• . . 
• •• 
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the Uandhiira :::ichool of Art wao:! tlourishino·. '.l'hey 
• b 

were useu for iil.e rui«ing of lime stucco and their 
• floors were com};JoseJ of uanuhara reliefs laid 'face 

-downwards. As t.lie reliefs 1n I.J.Uestion were already • 
in a satiiy WOlllll an~ d.aillage~ c~ndnwn when they 
wen~ let intd \)1~ fioor, it may safely be infened 
that a consir.lerable penod~ay, a century or nwre­
had elapsed between the tlme when they were ~ve..,­
and t.ll~ coAstructwn of tt.he };Jlts, winch hom the 
character of the >valls appears to h(\ve taken }!lace 
i:a tke 4th. or Qth century A.D. Evidence of a 

• siwilar. character was also o~tained from •the 
chamue1· H 1 

'• oA• t• east~·n side of the Ureat 
• • Stiipa. • 1 • 

• '!'he complex of chambers al to as comprises 
chapels ere<!ted at differe~t periods and in different 

CH.u>ELS Qt..e.a, svles of masonry. :From an architectural point of 
v1ew they are in no way remarkable, but the cha!Jel 
as l!l.erits n~tice, because it was here that one of the • 

./ 
• 

• mos! interesting relies yet.discovered in India was 
• unearthed. 'l'.l!e fin! was made nea~the back wall '- · 

of the-chapel, opposite the ~ain Stiipa, and about a 
foot below the • original floor. It consi~ted of a 
steatite ~ssel with a.~lver vase ilfside~ and in the~ 
vase an inscribed scr~ll and a• s~afl gold casket • 

~. 
contain&g sonre minute bone relics. :a heavy stone 

placed over the deposit had, •unfortunatelie been 

• • 

• 

•• crushed down by the :fall of the r"o£, and had broken 
both tJle steatitatvessel and the silver vase, bl6t had 
left tA' gold casket uninjured, and had chipped only 
a few fragm~~ts frlijl the edge of the scroll, nearly 

• all of which• were. lickily recovered (~l. VI)-
• • 

• • 
, . . . . ··------------------------·------------------------------------------------~ • 
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The inscription, which is in the Kharoshth~ charac­
ter and dated in the year 136 (ci~ 78 A.D.), 
records that the relics were those o£ the Lord Buddha 
q.imself. It reads as follows :- • . 

• 

-· 
L. 1. Sa 100. 20. 1~. '!. 1. 1t ~'!lasa Ashadasa INsCBIPTtoK or 

masasa divase 10. 4. 1. i~·a divase pradista-,ita THE YEAR 136 .. 

ta/!.hagavato dhatu[o] Ura~a]- • · • .._ . 
L. 2. kena [Im ]tav¥1-ia-putrana •Baltaliena 

N oachae nag are • vastavena tena ime pradistavita 
bhagavato dhatuo dhama?'Or- • • • 

• L. 3. ie Tacldta6ie tanuvae BodhisatvageLhamj • 
maharajasa rajatirajasa • devarJf;;ftJratg 'Khushanasa 
arogadachhinae. •, / • 

L. 4." sarva-budhana p•yae prachegg,-budhana­
puyat~araha [ta*Jna puyae sarvasa [tva*] na puyae 
mati-pitu puyae mitra-macha-nati-sa- • • 

L. 5. lohi[ta*]na puyae atmano arogcUlachhime 
nianae hotu a[ya] de sa~paric~ago. •• • 

• 
" In the yetr 136 of Azes, on the 15th day of • 

the month o.£ Asha<:lha, on this day relics o£ the Holy 
~ne (Buddha). were enshrined by Urasaka, scion of~ 
D!tavhria, 1 a ~a~trian, resibt of the town of 
N oacha. By hili th:se relics o~ the H~ly One were 
enshrined in hi~ own Bodhisattva chapel a~ the· 
Dharma~'ilca stupa at· Takshasila, :for the bestowal 
of health pon the great king, king o:£ kings, the- • • 
Son of •H ven, the Kushana; in htmolfl' o£ • all 
Buddhas; in honour o£ the individual Buddhai~ in .. •• 1 Perhap:f Intaphernes, but thl'll rel'.ding is doubtfuL 

• 
I 

• • 
• 

• 

• • 

• -

• 
• 

•• 

• • 

• 
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honour .of the Arhats; m ho~our of all sentient 
beings; in h~our ~f (his) parents; in honour of 

• • (his) friends, advisers, kinsmen, and blood-relations; 
for the bestowal•of health upo~ himself. May t~s 
thy right mltnificeJlt gift•le:td to Nirvana." 1 

• • 
Rli:LTO OASKll:l'S 

•IN G': 
•rn the cht.mber G4

, on the highest floor level, 
were num~rous kanjii.r hfocks belonging to a sma!l­
stii.pa. T~ese blocks were scattered in a ~ap on 
the floor, defying any ~ttempt to reconstruct from 
them the design of the stt"ipa froJ118 which they had 

• • 

• 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•fanen. !n on~ of the blocks were found two. relic 
• caske"t.s of steatite. One of th• caskets contained a 

smalle~ on~ oi r~~y' anl ii the latter was a still 
smaller one of gold a~.td with rough geometric 

eand floral. designs. In~de this gold cask~ were a 
piece of calcined bone, a small gold bead, ~nd a • 

.number o£ small pearls o£ various sizes and shapes. 
In the other casket, which was shaped like a <'reek 

• ~xis, was a smaller silver box roughly ornamented 
and containing a \Jnalle' golden casket with some 
thin gold leaf and two pieces o£ calc!ned bone inside . 

• The small ~ircular stii.;a R 4 was, as s~ated above, 
• repairei. and enlarged on sever~l o•casions. T~ 

first addition mad~ fo the orii'irtal ~tructure was ~ 
squari base .of neatly cut kanjiill blocks adorned 

• • 
• • 

1 'l'his inscription was first published by tii;vriter in 
J. R. A. 8., October 1914, pp. t/3-86. Of., lso, .T. R. 
A. 8 ., 1915- PPe 15S If, 191 ff. 314 ff; J. A. XI, V, pp. 
281,'ff; Ind. Ant., 1916, pp. 120 ff; 8. B . . 4. lV., 1916, 
pp. 'i37 ff; Ep. l!Hl., Vol. XIV, pp. 284 ff, and Corpus 
lnscr. Ind. Vol. Il ..... Pt. J, pp. 70-77, where the inscrip­
tion is exa~ed ,V'!!iJ great erudition by Professor Sten • • 

~ . 
Konow. : • • 

' • • 
·-------- ·-~·-------
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with slender pilasters of the Coljjnthi~ ordlr and a 
simplQ dentil cornice. Then oame the two small 
sqUJa.re projections on the western f~ce of this base;. • • 
a!td at the same time a s.hallow port~o or chapel 
was formed against this•western face•br running ~ut 
two short walls from the ~orth-west and ~outh-west 
~orners of the stupa. Subsequently, but probably 
not m~ later, this portico. or chapel Wla8 en:ktrged 
to about double its size by a further addition on 
the west. Part~ularly worthy of notice. are the • 
well-~oportioned though much dam~ged reliefs in 
the Gandhara style "hicll. ador~ th.e. s~ll re~essel • 
between the projectio• and sid~ ~alls . One of 
them-on the south :fuc~orlhe south projection-

• portrays "the departure of Gautamn. fro~ Kapila- • 
vastu,• accompanied, as usual in the Gandhara • Scho~l, by the vaj1·a-boorer. The other-on the • 

•• • northern face of the northern projection---portrawrs 
the horse Kanthaka taking leave of his mast~ • 
The animal is·l~~eeling to \iss t~ feet.o£ Gautama, 
while Chandaka and anot~r :figure on the one side, 
and the vajla-bearer on the other, lo<U on. • • 
~Besides the\e rMiefs, nume,.,lls stucco ani! terra- • 
~otta heads we1e !olfnd in th~ debris which had 

• 

accumulated in J,nd around this chap1ll. • • 

• 

The llding L, V.ich stands immediately to the BUU:nra L:" 
south of · I, was a double-chambered chapel stand- • • 
ing on ~ h h plinth, access to which• wa~ prov!IJ.ed 
by a flight of steps on the northern side. .All-that 
is now le# of it is the plinth .,.ralls • .:>nstructed 
of large ditper masonry of the ktti Parthian or early 

I • • 

• • 
• 

• 

• 
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Kushan•perio~, but.round about the building were 
round numbers of Gandhara stone relie:fs whicll had 

• • evidently been ~edicated from time to time and 
placed in thi~ chapel. • 

• • • 
..In spite .of the large number of Gandhara 

sculptureat recovered, the tinscribed records on them 
are rare and fragmentary. The most in~esting,. 
is one engraved in Kht.roshthi letters on the side 
of a stone lamp, which records th~t it was the gift 

.of • the f.-iar .Dharmadasa, in the Dharmarajika 
• ~omp~und of Takshasila.1 

• • 

_A.psmAL On the ~e~:r~ ~ide of ·t~ site the most striking 
"TlWPLlll P. edifice in old days ~t"'have been the apsidal 

etemple or.' Chaitya HaJl,' where the faith"ful came • 
together for their devotions. It dates from ooshan 

• .times and is built of the same variety of large 
diaper masonry as that used in building L~ In 

• ~~n, the temple is generally similar to the 

• - ' ~haitya Halls '~xca'Vtted in the hill-sides at 
Karli, Aja:r;tt!, Ellora a~d other pfaces in Western 
and "Central J.ndia, but in this case th~ interior o£ -

• • 

-

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• 

~the aps_e is octagonal instead of roul\P. Inside ~ 
apse are the rema~s of an ~~t~onal stiipa ~ 
kanjiij stone• 2 ft. ~in. belo: the.base of which is 
a floor which must have been laid ~fore the apsidal 
temple was built. From wh"at remains oc:e nave, 

• • it appears •to have consisted ~ nothing ore than 
a :eassagee cortesponding in width with n& side of 
the' ~ctagon and flanked by very thick walls on 

~ •• 
OorZ: 1/hcr. Ind. Vol. IT, p. ~0 . 'C! . 

\ • • 
• •• • • 
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.either side. The temple is oi special in~rest as 
·being. one of the very few structurar buildings of • -this kind known to exist in India,_ and the first to • 
'b\ discovered in N <trther¥ India. Si11-ce its exca­
vation, however, ano,her and more imposing 
.example h.as been found •in the city i'f Sir~ap 

• (pp. 94-97). . 
Th~-rast o£ the structuris which ~e sJtall notice CaAP:mr.s E 

·on this site is the range of small chapel cells (E AND Fl • 

. and F 1
) on the ~estern edge o£ the.plat~au. The• 

·cells are raised on a plinth about 4 feet high and 
.ascended by fl.ights•of s~ps on.~~ir eastern• side~ • 
In two of them, name~ E 1 and·E~ a;e t1t.e solid 
foundations of circular ~pas descending to a 
.depth oflO ft. below the plimth level and.evidently• 
inten8ed for the support o£ a heavy superstructure. • 
A siwilar stiipa, with its superstructure still intact, • 

/ 'has 'been found in one of the cells of the mon~s-
tery at Mohra Moradu (pp. 123-24). ~· • 

In another ol the cha~berslF\ 'ias a floor of 
·glass tiles of bright azure blue with a few ~ther --J 

· ·Colours-bl!¥)k, white and yellow-.-mixed with • 
~m. These iiles .~verage 10! in. square b~ ll in. • 
·~k and are ritf. ~Ri-sparent llhss, the first com-
plete specimens ·~ their kind which ha.ve yet..come 
io light in Indi1t In. connexion with these tiles 
it is inte sting to re~all the Chinese tradition that 
glass rna g was introduced into China from •: 
Northern dia. The tiles were fou~d 'aid i'; a 
·Somewhat reless manner on a bed of earth, 'Bnd 

position 
nt that they were riA oec .. ying the 
which they were .or!ginally intended, 

c 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• •• ·~ . • 

• 

• 

• 
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CHABTER V • -
~UDDHIST REMAINS ~N THE GLEN 0~ Gijti 

Looking E.-;.S.-E. :from the Dharmarajika Stupa PosiTioN 
the two villages of Khurram Prac:..a an~ Khu!'ra~ OF GIRL; 

-G-uj~r can be seen nestling into the hillside• at tje • 
foot of the Margana s~r. :S.treen Jeb.ese villages 
:a rocky defile throu~ t~ hills l~ads to• a small 
seclude~ valley and thence by way o:f a rough 
torrent bed to the glen d£ Giri, whereo there is ~ 
perE!tlnial spring o:f excellent water and, near by, • 
:a ~iarat. Above this glen the hills of tU 
Margalla spur rise some 1,500 feet on the so-.th, 
but not more than 400 to 50~ :feet on the o~e~ 
·sides. Such a. spot, shu! off ft'om the world, pro-
tected :from the winds, and provided with an i\mple--..._)• 
supply of erunning water, must haw been irresist-. 
~ly attractwe ~ the Buddhists, and i• is not 
.-sul~prising, th.,e:feri, to find ~tre the ruins of two 
-considerable g~ups of stiipas an<l monasteries 
-one on a ter~ace i.rpmediately rabove the spring, 
the ot r on the. lower ground a coupl~ of 

• furlongs o the west. These Buddhist monasteries • 
and stllp ' however' are not the onfy remains•f;hat 
invest th spot with interest. On the sout~ side 
<lf the va ey and between it a-it. the etlen of Giri 
1s hill over 500 yards :G:t length from east 
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' 
FoB'l'BBS8 Oll' to west •y hal£ as much from north to south,. 
Gw. which is detaclr'ed fro~ the main spur by a steeply 

• .scarped niila on the west, a more open depres.sion 
on the south an<f a shallow sl\(].dle on the east,. 
while on the n•orijl. are steep ltlu:.ffs alternating with 

-
• 

mor~ gently-sl'oping bays. In old days this 
naturally sthng position -'as further strengthened 
by a ba~tio~ed wall, of which a considerable s~tion, 
some 550 yards in lengtT!, can still be seen in a 
ruined condition at its eastern en.d, while other 
short sectiots art traceable here and there over the 

• wa;ternt hal£ of the hill-top. .A.~ng the south ~id~ 
this wal~ i~ •beiw'eelfl 10 a;d 11 feet in thickness­
and faced with a late t~ ~semi-ashlar masonry. 
Not far from the 8.-E. corner is a narrow gsteway. 
The bastions, which are ·semi-circular in plan ar~ 

• :Qlaced at regular intervals along the curtain or th~ 
wall, as well as at the salient and re-entrant an~es. 
In. 'tront of the curtain is a plinth intended pro­
bab'y to protect theeJ>ase c¥ the wall against under-

~~ ~_!ll.ining. Of the fortifications on t:lfe opposite hill ... -·· to th~ south only a short section is now traceable . 
ihey are clearly defined at the point ~here they 
cross thE! ravine an~ ior a space ..,f ;;t~out 180 f~ 

• 

• • 
• 

• 
• 

beyond, where theye turn ea~t-t\rar~ around th~• 
should~ of tlfe hill, but from therl onwards their 

• aligwnent is uncertain. It il'! clear, howe , that 
•. they must have embraced witl:An their c' cuit th~ 
• all-i~port~t Bt~ring o£ water higher up 
tow~s the west, and it is not unlikely 
also took ii\tthe ~astery area A-B. I 

• fortifications • the htll-~op is rugged and 
• • 

• 
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a degree and for the most part quite ~nuded of 
earth. The remains of dwetlings ~nd other struc~ 
turtls are everywhere in evidence, but potsherd" • 

• and the like are ~lot in such qua'btities as might be 
expected, if this ~ro'hghold. "'as • in occupation 
for any length of time. For • these re!sons, 
coupled with the remcft;eness of the !pot, it may 
be inferred that the stronghold was intended as a. . ~ . 
place of refuge in times• of need, chieny, one sur~ 
mises, for thi protection of the large bodies of 
Buddhist monks living at the Dharm"arajiH aftd 
nei~hbouring moy.steries. In the Khurra:.'t val,ley • 
alone more than a sc~re of ~~~e m.->nasteries are . . . 
stlll traceable on m~.nds ·round about the Dhar~ 
maraj:i.ka Stiipa or :further to the east; and th~e 
were many more on the • ridges to th~ north and 
so~!h. It is highly probable, too, that this Giji • 
st.->nghold was used by refugees from the many 
monasteries on the further slope of the Hathial ~ur, 
including Jaulian, Moh~ 'Moradu and Bajran,~hO. 
on the occasiox.of hostile invasrons m!ght easily have ·• 
found themselves cut off :from the city of Sirsukh. 
In the :fifith century A..D., from wl!ich this stron!:' 
~ld appeartt.o oote, the whql.e.body of mo~ks in tlie 

• environs of '1\.xiraem.ust ha~ run into many thou­
sands, and, ev~ assuming that they c~uld ha~e tak~n 
refug~ inside the city, they may have had ~rong • 
reasonMor preferri~g to defend themselves in :1 fast-. • 
ness such as that of Giri, which might. well ~cape • 
the fti'll ~orce of an invasion and from whi<!h, if 
necessary\ they could beat a re~wat into the ~igher 
hills of tlte Murree range. Towards tlfe close of the • 

• • • 

• 
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fifth centuiy the Buddhists especially were hard put 
to it to escape th" fury /Jf the "White Huns, who were 

• tJ.len overrunning the North-We@t of India, and 
this stronghold of 6-iri affords in~eresting evidence • 
of the imminent djngers to •w~ich the monks were 
then 81xposed. • 

Of the tw~ groups of motastic buildings at Giri 
(Pls. V~II ~nd IX) the larger (A-B), whic~, as 
stated above, stands on a• projecting terrace just 
above the spring, covers an area of 1~0 yards from 
ndi-th ·to souil1 hf 60 yards from east to west. To 

•theenortlt is a large stiipa; to the · ~uth, a monast:ry 
with som~ 2b '"api:r't;Jn~ts on •the ground :flo1.r; and 
in the space between tlrem, ~ complex of walls 
wkich have onlv been partially excavated but•which • • • may be assumed to have belonged to a ch~~el 

• co.urt. The stiipa, which measures 62 feet square 
and rises to a height of about 15 feet, is in a v~y 
dil~idated condition. Its core, as usual, is of 
h~a~ rubble and itsiacingeof kanjiir stone finished 

•· off in plaster. • All that is now lef! of the base­
ment -consists of a low plinth relieved by a 
Itne of dwarf • Corinthian pilasters ana a tier 
atove it, •no more tw 1' 6" in J!eiilft, which ~ • 
disproportionately smlll for s~ ~ig an edifice . 
From tl!e fact•that no fragments o( stucco reliefs 

• were jound in the debriA round the stiipa,_J; may 
• .be inferred that its walls were ~void of ornament . 
• Tie mowast~ B, which is somewhat excep-

tiona9f well preserved, especially on its i.outhern 
side, 1s of s~i-asJAar masonry of a, decad&nt type, 

• and, so far as the mAin. court is concerned,•planned 
• • 
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on the usual lines . Ranged about the «our sides 
of this court are 18 cells, s3me o:t.- which are pro­
vided with wall•niches; in the middle of the. • 

• northern side is a.n entrance ve~ibule , and in the 
southern a passage lood1ng to wyt !tre presumably 
the kitchen and dining . rooms, as• well as ~ the 
stairs by which the up:J'er floor was r~ched. The 
dispo~tion of this part of the monastery: is "'!nusual. 
In other contemporary !tonasteries, l~Ie those ·of 
Jaulian and ~I.>h a Moradu, there was, in addition 
to the Court of Cells, a Hall of As~mbly, a kitch~ 
(ge~erally with a 1cullery and store-room a'tach~d) • 
and a refectory. But ~n~ni:ft~ t ltis monastery 
at Giri difficulties ~re experienced owi~g to the 
constri~ted area and uneven character of the rocl~ 

-.. gr~.md. Thus, at the tack of the •three cells 
numbered 10, 11 and 12 on the plan, where the • 

• Hail o.f Assembly ought naturally to have been 
placed, there is an outcrop of rock which it w~uld 
have taken immense lajlour iP remove. To •ge! 
ov~r the diffioolty, this outc?op ai'Pears to have • 
been levelled up to the height of the first floor , and 
it is probl!tble that the Hall of Ass~mbly was buil" 
o~ its top, ~ugn all remaias. o£ it have 'how dis! 

• appeared; whfte ,n• order to ~rovide direct access. 
to this hall as :Well as to the upper-~t()rey tells, a 
stairw~ was constructed on the east side o~ the 
passage~lluded to ~hove. The passage itsel was • • 

• roofed .by means of a corbelled vau.It, iwo c~rses 

• 

of which are still in place, and received light and 
air through a window at the sov.nern end. :a. its. 
west side. is a doorway, w~h •its cAelled arch ' • 

• • .. 

• 
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intact, thtough which the group of rooms compris­
ing the kitchen•and x\fectory were reached. The 

• soom which appears to have seli'Ved as the re1ec­
tory, is unduly sre.all, but woul\;1 have sufficed to • 
seat between %0 ~nd 30 Ihoaks. The two other 
room~ resemble •ordinary cells, but their position 
leaves little ~oubt that the' served as kitchen and 
scullery. The passage on the north of No. 19.leads 
to a sm:u srde entrance li1{e the one in the kitchen 
.quarters of the monastery at J auliaD. 

• • Of the complex of structures between the Si:Aipa 
·coft.rt atd t.b.~ Mqp.a~o~y a•small section has 
been clea•ed, anft tlte plan h~ yet to be made out. 
The minor objects recovered from this group 
o.P buildin~s comprised. iron nails, fish~plates, 
hinges, clamps, arrow-heads, needles, a si~e , 

• ct~~pper rings, handles of bells, antimony roJjjs, 
glas~ and ivory bangles, and stone beads. 

MONASTERY 
C,D,E, I 

• •'.fhe other monastac settlement (C, D, E) is set on 
a raised terra<.!e at ~he western en!! of the glen, 
with the hillside sloping steeply down to it on the 

• 

• 

• 
west and a torr~nt bed skirting it on ~e ~outh and 
~st-a !>osition th~t. has provefl anything ~ 
favourable to the pre!ervation •or tie buildings, • 
since tht torre!J.t has shorn away a l~ge part of the 

• east:~ side of the site, and floods sweepiu down 
• • the fillside have cut across theestupa cour'r 
• 

l:\11-like the .,_arger monastery described '{),hove, 
this iJI-e is constructed mainly of diaper masonry 
of the Late (arthftm or Early Kushan period, but 

• has undergone ext~naive reconstruction 'In semi-• . 
·--------------------------------------- •--------------~ 
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ashlar masonry of a late tyP.e· 0£. the Main Stiipa, . 
wh_ich stands on the northern side of the monastery, • 
less than a quartrr is now standing, the other thr~ · 

• quarters having. been washed a!'ay by floods .. 
From the little thatereinains, ha.~ever, it is evident 
that its plinth was a square of aoout 60 fe~ each , 
way, with an ascending•flight of steps !n the middle 
of tlee northern side. Each face is r~lie,.ed by a . . 

line of Corinthian pilasters standing on a moulded 
base and fini~Jhed with plaster reliefs. The pilas­
ters, cornice and base are of kltnjiir stone, ~e· 
pa~els betwee~ • of limestone diap~r !nasonry­
repaired in semi-ashla:, ~e ~,.re•o£ r~bble. A 
large number o£ pl~ster reliefs, in more or less . 
brokeiP and :fragmentar~ condition, were fou•d 
lyiP_g at the foot of the stiipa on its ;estern side. 
In style, they approximate to the later sculpturiB· • 
fr~ J aulian and Moh:pl. Moradu, and evidently 
belong to the period of the later reconstrucf:i~Jn.­
Among them was a crelossal:head of a Bu<fdha . 
image which lhy between the subsidiary structures · • 
2 and 3 on the west side, and a colossal hand, 
possibly -eel~gihg to the same im~ge, which w~ · 
QJl}y a few 'f¥t eaway in fr~ of the thrrd panel 

• £rom the nort!t-"'est corner. • A third figure, when 
first excavated: looked curiously like a ca~cature; · 
for th&..Jiead of a life-size image, which a~rned • 
the dr~ o£ the st!.pa, had slipped into an atnost • • 
natural position on the body of a mooh ~alJe'f>ne, • 
and gave it a singularly grotesque appearane1:1. 

Parallel with the west and.•he nS!fth si~s of' 
the Main,.Stiipa, at the nort~-~st co:t4fler, is a row- • 

• • 

• 

... 
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of subsidilry stl~ucturei. numbered from 1 to 8 in 
the plan. Of these, Nos. 1, 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8 p.re 

• -'!nall votive stupas of the custom1ry type resembl­
ing those at J aulia~ and, like them, decorated with • • • tiers of lions and !\.tlantes, or•of Corinthian pilas-
ters afternatillg ~ith nichesin which figures of the 
Buddha and attendants are usually portrayed. 
All, hm>eeve4, are now in i sorry state of dilB~fJida­
tion. 

• Against the WJLll on the south sid; of the Stupa 
Court was a row of chambl:'rs, one of which ser¥ed 
"as ftn e~traace po~·tir.o to tlee m~nastery, and the .. ~ 
others as• imag~ cliapels. I~ the space between 
them, patches of lime plaster painted red were 
Mtmd still :edhering to the wall of the court ·at the 

• point marked R in the plan, and a few heads ~.i' 
oilher fragments of stucco figures were unearthed 
in t~e corner at the point S. • 

• 
• ~e first Court 9} Cells, D, is 'a small one, 

comprising a v.estibu!e an~ 8 cells ianged on the 
north, west and east sides. This accommodation, 
~wever, was attgmented by the :tdditiOitl. of two 
dither courts, E and F, further to.H~~outh, with 
nine or more extra t.,ls; so too~ a&lowing for-: • 
double etorey in each group, some iorty monks in 

• all ctld have been housed there. :fin court D, the 
• centr depression-the only pa't open to l!f«e sky 
•• -w exceptionally small, measuring no more than 

16 h~ 12 f~et. • At its S. E. corner is the• usual 
drain#or carrying off the roof water. On the west 

• si~e of ~.his. ~nut 'e cells are stil~ standing to a 
• height of mne feet .• 'llhey are provided w!th small . 

-------·------------·--------------
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windows set high in the back wall, -ehe sills of 
w~ich slope downwards to ~e inside, and with the 
customary corbefted wall niches. Comm-unicating • 

• between courts U and E is a pl!ssa~e, nearly 9 feet 
in width, from wh~h· a flight a>f steps ascends t() 
the :first :floor and which also gi~es access-to two 
large rooms. One o-f' these rooms ~as probably 
the Hall of Assembly; the purpose ot th~ other is 
uncertain. As shown •by the character of it~ 
masonry, thit~ monastery dates back to late Par­
thian or early Kushan times, whtm the monks ~re 
ac~ustomed to b~ and eat thei-r food in t&.e sti eett> 
of the city, and whe•n ~ifa)t.~ 'fl.ccommodation 
was, therefore, protided. In the case ~f J aulian 
and ether monasteries, which also go back to i he 

~~me period, kitchens a~d sculleries ..Jere added at 
a later date, and it is probable that similar aJ.di- • 
ttbns were made heTe at Giri. I£ so, they may be 
situated in the as yet unexcavated area to th~ west 

• • of court E or F. • • • • • • 
Besides the stucco reliefs referred to above • 

from tli.e Stijpa Court, the minor antiquities 
Tecovered ~~~~this monastery includedespear att.d 

• ,rrow heads~ :fiShJ¥ates, rin\t, spoons and hammers 
of iron, a ¥J.iniature casket, an\imony• rods o£ 
copper, pipal~eaves and rosettes of the sam,metal, 

. bang'- of shell, •opper and glass, stone be!ts and • 
•• a small gold ornament set with 4 carb ncles .. 

Amoflg them also was a particullrly •nne ie£ of 
grey Gandhara stone depicting the Buddh,seated 
in the Indrasala cave with .;ttten~nt :figures on 
either \ide and anima1s •n ·.front. From above, • 

• • 
~--------------· ---------------------- •-----------
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four deva! show!lr do'in flowers on the Buddha's 
head. The composition, pose and modelling of the 

• Aevas are exception:-lly happy, ai~d rank this relief • 
:among the best. of the Gan~hilra•sculptures found 
at Taxila. • · • • • 

The coins. recovered from this monastery num-
.bered 309, but most of them were much worn 
and mal!y '\l"ere wholly ilolegible. Besides toea! 
Taxilan, they included coins of A~s, Azes and 
As~a varma, He~reus and Kadphises, Soter 
Megas, Kanishka, Huvishka, Vasudeva, ShaJ.fur 
rn•and ~Ollnl~zd Jl.~aet th:t they bring out 
very clearly is t~t; at the tin~ of the destruction 
o£ the monastery, an extraordinary variety of. coins 
iss~ed severa.l centuries before must have been still 

• .current in this part o£ India. •'-
• • 

• 
• •• • • • • • • 

• I • • :)' • • •• • • 
• • • • 
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his eyes !lUt out. The first and second of thes& 
monuments wer~ rightly identified many . years .age> 

• .by General Cunningham: the ofte with the sacred 
tank now known •as the Panja. Sahib at Hasan • 
Abdal, the oth~r with a rume« stiipa which crowns 
the ridge above• Baotl Pil}.c;i. As to the other two, 
Cunninghanf laboured undEft- the fahe idea that the • 
city which Hsiian Tsang visited was the city an the 
Bhi:r m~un<T instead of i~ Sirsukh, and he could 
not, therefore, but fail to identify 4he location of 
tlite two stiipas. ~ow that we know that the earliest 
cit1 of. Taxila was on the Bh:ii mound and •the 
latest in SitsMkh,•iJ; -..a!' that the stl"tpa of the 
" sacri:ficld hea3 " is none ot!ter than the Bhalla:r 
Siii.pa, which occupies a commanding posi~on on 
the ext1·em~ western spur• of the Sarc;la hill, an.c'l-~ 

• is probable that the memorial of Kunala's misfor­
t~ne is the stii.pa which occupies a hardly infe~or 
position on the northern slopes of Hathial, com­
J!l.a~iing a splendii vie~ of the lower city of 
Sirkap and of •the w~ole of the H~·o valley (Pl. • X). Hsiian Tsang describes this shipa as being 
~hove 10.0 feet high, a~d situated tQ. Q1e ~outh-east 
6£ the c1~y of Takshai!a on the :.olltW' s1de of t~ 
south hill. The bli:<P, he says, ec:!mlhere to pray, • 
and maay had their prayers answe~d by the res-

• toratiln of their sight. 1 He then pro~ds to 
• narle the story of Kuniila: • of how 1:ffS step­
: mot r Tishyarjkshita fell in love with him and 

indu d A~ka to 8end him as Viceroy t; Tak-

• 
• 

1 •• 
1 Of. T. Watt,s, On ll_lr~n Ohtcana, Vol. I, p~. 245 sq . • 

• 
11 -------------·--------------------------------------~ 



• 

STUPA OF KUNALA 

shasila ; of how she then wrote a despa~h in her 
husband's name and sealed :Pt witlt the · seal of his 
teeth while he sl~t, bringing accusations against. • 

• Kuna1a and ordeting his eyes <to be put out; of 
how the ministers sh~n~ from . e~ec1fting the order, 
but the prince himsel£ insisted on ~bedience ~ his 
father; of how he theA wandered £o:t8th with. his 
wife and begged his ~ay to the far-off caJ?ital o£ 
his father; of how his f~ther recognise! him by his 
voice and the .strains of -hill lute; and of how the 
<:ruel and vindictive queen ~as r-ut to death a~ 
the• prince' s ey~sight restored at Bo<Jh-G\ya 
through the help of tM ~iJl9 Arb-at Ghosha. 1 

The southern hilf referred to ~y Hsii!m Tsang 
can o:riy be the hill of Hathial which bounds '~e 

• • 
~·'1n its essence the story of Kuniila and Tishyarak- • 

t~h\.tr.ii is the same as that of Hippolytus and Phaedr"-, 
ana it is not unlikely that it was derived from the 
-classical Greek legend. Such legends must have • been 
familiar enough among the Eurasian G1·eeks in• • tl1b 
north-west of India. Wit!!ess, f.:f: example, the drama 
of Antigone p~·trayed on a vase foull.d at Peshawar. • 
Some versions of the story represent A.Soka as sending his 
son to reit;ore order in Taksh a.Si ta on e tbe advice of a 
Minister of "'aM, not through the instrumentality i 
T~hyarakshita, an« in some. ve~i~s the prince• dies after 

• h1s return homelwieb.mt any mire rue transpiring to restore 
b~s eye-sigM. !:I.is . real na:ne was Dhar?'\f"vivardhana and 
h1s father calle~ h1m Kunala because h1s eyes ~i.e small 
and b~'tl:ltiful , like those of the Himavat bird ~ that • 
name. ~e blinding of the prince was the outcome of evil 
lca1·ma wrought in a ~revious existence. According~o one• • 
story , he had blinded 500 deer; accordw g t" anot h r , an • 
arhat ; •or, according to the Avadanakalpalata, he ha taken 
the eyes (relics) out of a chaitya. Ghosha, the n.~~..me of 
the arhat who restored his eye-sig~1t to Kunala, w~ also 
the name of a famous oculist of this , strict. 0!. T . • 
Watters, , oc. cit . • • • 

• 
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Haro vall~ on the south; and the most conspicuous­
stupa on its northe~ side is the one on the 

• northernmost ridge erected almo~ directly over •the 
DZSOlUPl'loN. ~emains o£ the oldt wall of Sirka.P, though, i£ the • 

direction indic~te~ in Hsiittn .Tsang's text is cor­
rect, we ought lo look £or the stupa o£ Kunala in 

• the region ol Moh:ra Mo:radll rather than o£ Sirkap. 

• 
• 

• • 

• 

In proposini to identify it with the great _.,tupa 
built al;'ove the eastern fortifications o£ the latter 
city, I have taken int() consideratioa the imposing 
dimensions and •very striking situation o£ this 
mop.umllllt, coupled with the £3-it that the di:ec­
tions found •i» H~:rPI!FLng with reference to the 

• • • • pomts o£ the compass have so often proved to be 
f~:WI~Y· The stupa referred to rests on ~ lo:£ty 
rectangular \ase which m~asures 63 feet 9 in. fie.~ 

• e\st to west by 105 ft. 1 in. from north to south, 
and was provided with a stepped approach at !ts 
nor1:tern end. The base rises in three terraces, 
tte 'owermost o£ w~ch is•relieved by a series of 

• stunted Corinthian pilasters resting o!t an elaborate 
" torus and sco~ia" moulding and iorm:rly sur­
~ounted by a dentil cornice and' c~ings, with 
Hindu b;ackets o£ tka-" notch~d." 1ariety inteP- • 
vening between the capitals and the cornice. The • • • middlJ terrace is plain, but covered ~ith a coating 

• o£ plaster. The uppermost terrace was d~rated 
•.-in mJch the same way as the !~west one, but was 

near!,. three•tim~s ae high; and the base mouiding& 
and vtablature were proportionately more massive • • and elaborat' ~ 

• • 
• • 
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Of the superstructure of this monurotlllt only a· 
fragment of the core has sui'Vived -in situ, but the· 
form and construci].on of the terraced base, coupled~ • 
with the style of the decorativ~ details, leave no· 

• room for doubt tliat .the stupa,, ~s jot stands, is o:l? 
the same age as the great Bhatia~ Stupa oa the· 
opposite side of the v~ley; and to j"8.dge by the· 
character of the many architectural member&> 
belonging to the upper part of the stru1ltur~ which· 
were lying in ~onsiderable numbers round its base r­
it seems birly safe to conclude t~at the elevation; 
of ~J..e d~um and do.me resembled that of the ~halla:r · 
Stupa; mother words,•t~e.<lru~ ~as ClrC1liar · 
and strikingly lofty itJ. proportion tt the sfze o£ the · 
monument, and that it was divided into six or se~n­
tiers, siightly receding on~ above the o!her, whict 
~eo adorned with rows o:£ pilasters, friezes and: • 

deqJ;il cornices in much the same fashion as th~ · 
terraces of the base. As in the Bhalla:r Stupa, too, 
as well as in other stii.P.as of this date, the ~1id" 
chamber was ~ doubt p,_aced ~ear the top o£ ihe: • 
edifice ; for no trace of any chamber was found in. 
or below t.he plinth of the building .• • 

• A remarlra'ble•feature of '~s monume:t is the! 
•delicate conca'e •cft.rvature M the plinth. The· 

western side of! the stupa, for example, m~~ured 
in a st~ht line from end to end, is 74 ft. re in. • 
long ; out the lineethus drawn does not coilfide-· •• 
with the actual line of the plinth,.which re<1des · • 
graduany inwards towards the centre, the greatest 
distance between the arc and the •hord being ~ree ' 
inches. IJ; is well known, of ~urse,~hat entasis; • 

• • • 
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. of the oolumns and curvature of other lines, 
horizontal as wtlll as•perpendicular, was systema-

• .tically employed in Greek architlecture in order to 
·Correct the appa1ent defects ~aused by optical. 
illusions; and •it p1a.y be tha~ this idea was intro­
dueedt from WMtern Asia, along with the many 
other llelle!tistic features •which characterise the • architecture o£ Taxila and the North-West. • But, 
if this ·was• so, it would · appear that the optical 
principles which underlay the idea e:ould not have 
~e11 properly u~1derstood by the builders of this 
st~pa; ,£or in this case tl1e conw.1.ve curvature ~as 
the effect M .exa~1.9e~ '11e illusion, instead of 

t
. • . • • 

correc mg It. 
• -'This stf~)a, which I a11sign to the third of' fourth 
century A.D., was not the earliest monument t_o..,;p.-

• 'iV'ected on this interesting site. Buried in the core 
of the strueture and towards its north-west confer, 
W¥• found another and very much smaller stiipa, 
• • whiCh appears fron1'.its s~le to have been erected 

• in the t]me or-the Scytho-Parthians~ when the city 
wall alongside of it on the east was still standing 
lntact. This o1der edifice is percheQ_ o~ a small • 
rocky e~inence andei~standing t<fa_height of 9 Jt . 
. 8 in. It is construc,ed of ro~gt trlocks of lime- • 
stone1 :Ud co~sists of a square plilth with drum 
and fiome above, the only feature that el»ts dis-• 

• • 

• • ·apppred being the crowning mftbrella. Originally 
• the 'ough ~af¥lnry was covered with lime .plaster 

on which the mouldings and other decorative 
·deta4ls were wor*Jf, but all the plaster has now 
fallen from ~e sides . 

• • • 
• 
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Immedjately to the west of the Kun8la Stupa MoNASTERY~ 
and at a. slightly b igher lev'el, is •a spacious and 
very· solidly buil~ monastery in the semi-ashlar • • 

Etyle, which is m~nifestly conte!nporary with the 
later stupa. Its walw dre standietg in places to a 
height of between 13 and 14 feet, a:t!d it cons:Mts o£ 
a large court to the nor& and a hall t~ the south, 
tb.e toial length of the exterior wall OJ_lpo~ite the 
stupa being, aR it now stands, about 192 feet, and 
the width of t.lte court about 155 feet. The court 
is of the usual form (chatu!J.Siila): with an opeft. 
rectlngle in the ientre surrounded by a e raiSfld 
verandah and cells. In •t~ls.lfr' tke • customary 
arched niches for the• reception of lamps ~tc. On 
the western side of this court the foundations h~• 

• <>lipped down the hillside • and many o1 the cell~ 
have· been destroyed. The same :fate, too, ha~ • 
befltllen the southern side of the hall, evidently an 
"Assembly Hall", and this must have happene"j.n 
ancient days, since the i riginp massive wans•on· 
the south and '-est of it were replactld by thinner • 
walls of rubble, not on the same alignment but 
further to •the north and east, the area of the hall• 
bewg thus st'bst~tially redlic;d. I£ this• monas-• 

-tery ever possAset:l •a refecto~ and kitchen, they 
must have been: situated to the west o' the :li\11 or 
Assemb~• • 

• 1 . . ·' 
•• ' , • • • • 

'. 

• 

•• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
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CHAPTER VII 

• 
SIRKAP 

FoRTD'IOATIONS.. As stated above (p. 4), the cit1 of Taxila was 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

transferred froid the Bhi:r Mound to Sirhp ii the 
e~rly ~ears of the 2nd centu~ B.C., soon a:£ter 
the con~uest•of.&e ~b •bJ the Bactrian Greeks, 
an) this site remained in occupation during the 
j~cessive do~ination of Greek, Saka, Pahhtva and 
• • • 
Kushan kings down to the time of V1ima Kad~ses • 

• 4:end of 1st century A.D.). During the Greek 
period the city's fortifications were of earth ~nly 

• 

.a~~ embraced a larger area than the later walls of 
stote. A section ~these-earlier fortifications may 
be seen a little to the S.-W. of the !ai.J.~ial Temple, 
where the lo'!'-lying ground of Baba~Khana is 

• 

• 
• 

:bounde<! by the Tamra Nala. The.Jater wall of 
stone was the w~k- of one of jle early Sftka 
kings-probably Az~s I (ci~c. 50 B.C.), who •. 
appel-?s to h~ve found the perime'r of the Greek 
city mconveniently large and to have collli-.cted it 

•: by pismantling a line of builtfings inside the city 
ancf.carrying ltis new wall over their foundations, 
some of which may still be seen on the west side of 
the~North Gata.• Like other structures of the 
period, thi1rt new •wall is constructed 10f rubble 

• 78 
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masonry throughout and varijs i~ J;hickn:ss from 
15 ft. to 21 ft. 6 in. It is strengthened at intervals 
{)n the outside by s~lid rectanguljtr bastions, with • 
llow berm betwee:rr, int~ded especiaJly to protect 
its foundations. The • height of• tlte walls .and 
bastions was probably be~ween 20 and 3Q .feet, and 

• it may be assumed that the bastions were built in 
two st«'-reys, of which the upper was• do-e.btless 
hollow and loopholed. The walls between the 
bastions would ~lso be loopholed ll'bove and pro-. 
vided. with a terrace on the inner side for tl~e _yse 
of the defenders. • • """'- 7 • . . . . ~ 

Against the inner ~ce of the wd'!l, to th west 
()£ the North Gate, are some substantially bm 
r~oms ev.idently intended fa!" the guard, ::&d on the 
{)ppooPt:e side of the High Street are the remains o£ 
one ~f the ramps by which the defenders could 
mount on to the wall. The gradient at the gate~y 
must always have been a steep one, and as the le"'-'l, • 
of the ground in~ide the city rosl, it b~icame stee!Jer 
and steeper, necessitating the construction of a 
deep drain io carry off the rush of wa:ter. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

0£ the renfttinseunearthed 'fi~in the wans, the :UCCESSIVB 

:w~.aj~rity belong&to•tl!e two la!est settlements and SETTLEMENTS. 

date from Parthian and Early Kushatt time~(lst • 
century A.D.). •Below them are the remains of • 
earlier s~~ements (sie pp. 101-2 below), of which • 
the third and £ourth, counting from t~e tq,p, ap:Jler- • 
tain to tfle period of the Scytho-Parthians, and the 
fifth and sixth to the period of the (j-reeks. As nay 
be. seen from the plan on Pl. Xf, the •xcavations 
extend. in a broad strip £rom th~ urthern wall right 

• • 

• • 

• 
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• I through the keart ~:£ the lower city, compnsmg 
a long section of the High Str¥et and a large-num-

• her of buildings.on either side of it, together wifeh 
the regularly- aligned side1trliets between them. 1 

A~ng the hy.itclings is a spacious Apsidal Temple 
o£ the D~dhists and Seieral small shrines apper­
taining ·probably to the J aina faith; but the • 
majo:f.ity -are dwelling houses or shops, wl!i1e one,. 
distinguished from its fellows by. its size and the 

PALA.OE •• relative massjveness of its construction, is 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

e~e;ttly a palace. This last-mentioned edifice 
~cc~eg,.e. cengal po~iticm on• the east side o£ the 
HiO' Street, ~e::r the point where it met another 
· portant street running west to east. from tpe 

ater-Gate. On its -western side, which over­
looked the High Street, the palace had a f~;tage 
of more than 350 feet, and from west to ~t a 
d•pth of over 400 feet. The oldest parts of the 

• ~ilding are constructed of rough rubble masonry, 
ans]. date probabl~ from• the earl:i part of the 1st 
century A.D., but there are numerous later repairs 

• and additions, particularly in the Women's quar- · 
• ters o~ the north, which are ref~abl~ to the second 

half of the sam~ 6\,mtury. til a rtoms and cTmr~ 
of ~ecial .importance, as, for 4lxample, in the 
Prifate Hall of Audience, the ru-eble is faced with 
kanjiir stone, and there w-.re colum~ of grey 

: sandstone like those still to be seen in the J !LI.J.I;lial 
• • • • 
' It will be noticed that both streets and houses rise 

biaher and higher as they recede from the High Street. 
The reason of tm. is that the High Street was kept 
clear of de~s, white the debris on either aide of it was 
eteadily accumulating~ 

• • 
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temple. In many of the chambe~ chase~sunk in 
the face of the walls m~nk theepla~ where wooden 
beam!;, to which p~nelling could be affixed, were • 

• wiginally let into the masonry . • In other cham~ 
hers, the surface of •th~ wulls wat~ ~oveted with lime 
or mud plaster and finished off with .a colour-wash. 

Only three entrances •to the palace ·n~w exist, 
viz., ou from the High Street on th~ we~t and 
two from Thirteenth Street on the south, but it is 
not unlikely tha't there was another entrance on the 
eastein side, where several walls ~:i\le been des! 
troyed. All tb.e ~mtrances n;re smalt~. ~ 
from the High Street Je~ across &Jf~p~n t and 
down a corridor into what was probably the rt 
o£ PrivMe Audience, with a I'aised hall on i~ 
sou~.· side, wh{ch served • the same p~rpose as 
the Diwan~i-Khii\l-? in Mughal palaces. Th • 
cha1!tbers about this court were the best in the 
palace and were no doubt occupied by the ki~ • 
himself. The second ent:.ance,#Vhich is about fen 
yards up Thirt~nth Street, led along" a corrido1- to • 
the " Court of the Guard ", and this presumably 
was the en,rance ordinarily used by visitors to the • 

. • l • ll • prr,.ate part of t1te palace, wl¥> wou d natura y 
'have to pass tfte •g~ard befor~ being admitted to 
the royal apartllents. The third entrance, ~hich 
wouQd be ~sed by less favoured visitors, was higher • 
up the same street :fn.d gave access to the Court of • • Public .Audience (Diwan-i-Amm), whe:&e dar~~us 
would be held and the ordinary business of state 
tran'sacted, the rooms about the ~pen court sen4ng 
as offices. • • • • • • • • 

• 

• •--------' 
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On i;Jle nortlJside o£ the ~ublic Court and com­
municating ~ i• by a single doorway, were­
several small, sel£-contained !JfOups o£ room~, the 

• location and plaa o£ which su~gest that they we~ 
intended £or osta1e-guests. • :ijeyond these, again, to 
the 4110rth we:ae the inner precincts o£ the palace 
reserved J~r the women £o.lk and separated £rom the 
rest o£ the palace by noticeably substantial walls;. 
while •to ilhe east o£ the zenana was a complex o£ 
small and indifferently built quarters, presumably 

J.or the palace ~ttendants and menials. 

• "'eat~,.( o£ interest in this.part o£ the paface­
bet':~~ w~n's anif menials' quarters-is a 
srJ court w~h a square s~iipa base on its north 

~
.de, which was evidently some sort of\t private 
hapel. ltanged along~ide the stiipa were. £Qund. 

• our small votive tanks o£ terracotta; which inay 
be seen in the museum. Each tank is pro-..ded 
w:i1;h a descending flight o£ steps, and inside each 

• 
• a~ aquatic anim~s, w~ile birds perch on their 
ed~s and the corners are surmoun1ed by :miniature 
lamps-the whole thus symbolising the £our ele-

• 

• • 

• ments: earth, air, fire, and water. In "\fhat precise 
•way tlftlse tanks lf~red into t:I.e re,igious o~ser­

vances o£ the periott, is not !n~:rf. Votive tank~ 
of ~somewhat similar kind, ~der the name 
of Y ama-pukur, are still dedicated by m~dens in 

• Bengal to Yama, the God of ileath, an~ there can 
• be little dou ... t that their use in India has been 

perPetuat;d from a very early age. What is very 
rewarkable, is tlW~;t similar tanks were in use in the 
Aegean islllids as•Jar back as the 7th ceR-tury B.O . 

• • • 
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.and in Egypt ag -~a:'back as th~hird bynasty, 
flome.3000 years earlier! • 

• 
• Although this palace is considerably larger and 
'built more substantiaiJ,y• than ih~ pfivate houses, 
there is nothing at all pretentious ion its plawning 
-or sumptuous in its adomment. This i~ .a feature 
·which was commented on by Philostratus, the bio-

• • 

·graphe~ of Apollonius, who says, w.hen ;peaking of 
the palace, that they saw no magnificent architec­
·ture there, and that the men's chttmbers and th~ 
port~oes and the whole of the vestib~ we~~ 
-chaste in style .1 •The!ll remarl~s• of .~ra~;is 
·are valuable as a:ffo:Pding anothe~ proof ~he 
·S}lbstani;ial correctness of his account of Taxil~ 
-whifh, as we shall presel!.tly see, 2 fin~s genera 
-corrot>Oration. in the character of the private houses • 

'!n spite, however, of the palace being so bare ~nd 
unadorned, its remains are highly interesting , • .if. 
-only by reason of the p1~ thef disclose-the first 
plan of a buildrng of this kirid which has yet ~een 
recovered in India; and this interest is still further 

• 
. . . 
·increased, w'ijen we realise that the plan .bears ae 
-stri~ing resemblaJ~e to those dlf lile Assyrian palaces 

•of Mesopotami:. This will b:st be underst~d by 
-comparing it ;ith the palace , for examp~, of 
·Sargon •~horsabad, 3 though the latter, of course, 
·is on an altogether "aster scale. In the Palace o1 • • 

• • • • 
1 Philostratus, op. cit. Blr. II, Ch. XXV. 

• Pp. 92-3. •• • 
• • Perrot ~nd Chipiez, Histoire d~ l' A1·t • ntique, Tome 

11, Pl. V . • • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
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Sargon ~here ~he same great court surrounded 
by chambers, and, ot the one side o£ it, the.same­

• • court for retainers; on the ot~er, the apartments 
o£ the zenana. 1Iere, also, th2 other hal£ o£ th~ 
pala<'e is occt~pioo, ~ust as" it-is at Taxila, by recep­
tion ~nd pttblic room:;. The Zikurrat tower, which 
in the pab(·e o£ Sargon wls placed at the side o£ the- • 
zenanq., is.a feature whieh appertains pecul.arly to 
the Assyrian religion. In the Taxila Palace, its 
plaee is taken by the modest little stftpa court re-
ferrE-d to abo e~ • 

• t a alace at Taxil~ of ~e Saka or Pahlava 
pel'io~ ou\d,hrtve been .planned substantially 
on ~e same lines as an Assyrian palace of 

~
esopota~ia lleed occajion no surprise, ;hen we 
member the vitality and persistency o£ the: in-

• uence which Assyria exerted upon Persia, Bactria. 
an~ the neighbouring countries, and remember, ~oo, 

.th.cjt the Parthians were direct heirs to the old 
established culture~£ alP these countries. But it 
cert-ainly gives an added interest to •these buildings 
and helps us in our efforts to disentangle the . 

• 

• 

• • 

jtrehreol~gi('al problems o£ this period. 
• The small anti~ies £ouiJ41 in ihe palace am-. 

sist I~inly o£ terracottas and p~tteries, various 
snHtll'l>ronze, copper and iron obje~ts, beads, gems 
and coins. Among the last mentioned ~ea small 

: hoard of ()1 copper coins o£ l.zes I, Azes II and 
A~ptwarma~ ~ondophares, Hermaeus an«i Kad­
phises I. One find o£ special interest that deserves 
to !e mentioned ltwe, was a number o£ earthenware­
moulds for !astin~ Cjins, which were f8und in £ 

• 
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.room or shop o~~~id:-'the palacJ near i~ south-
west corner. The coins, of ~hic~he impress is 
.clear -j_n many of th• moulds, are those of Azes II. • • 
~robably the moulds belonged to lohe plant of some 
lorger of the Pahl;va.epoch. ~ii'ht•o£ them are 
.complete and twenty broken. • • 

• The private houses in !;irkap are constrbcted for PRIVA'rll 

the mo~ part of the same rubble masollll'y 1:£at is HousBs. 
used in the palaoo, but some of the more important 
among them have been rebuilt or repaired in the • 
J>ecuijar diaper masonry (pp. 45-6 ab;v which ca e 
into fashion under t'he PJ~.rthians about e le • . o£ the 1st century A.i>. Inside •a!ld 'cmts '\....the 
walls wer~ covered with lime or mud plaster-:-to 
which tr;,ces of colour were e;ometimes foUlld adher~ 
ing.: .'rimbe:r:. was used for the upper floors an~/ • 

.roo£~ as well as tor verandahs, doors and smaller 
fittings, and in some cases, apparently, for panelliitg 
-on the walls. As usua1 in the Orient, the roofs w~ • 
flat and covered .with a th!ck la/er of .mud. W~e­
ther the walls were of solid stone throughout, is 

. ..open to qu&stion. In the Pippala and some other • 
monasteries (~h. ~) most of the interior waYs were • 
~olilf to a height.o:£ j:.~ or thre~.f'et only, the upper 
part being com:npsed o:£ mud and boulders ~om­
bined; and there•are reasons for inferring that this 
·method ~-onstruction was adopted in many o:£ the 

. . -pnvate houses. 
• • 

In the matter o{ their plans, the houses disp,ay 
Jess symmetry than might be e~cted in a cW,y 
.a& regular~ laid out as Sirk~,·lmt tltey show a . . 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
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decided.impro=,lent on th:-e~~~ier houses at the: 
Bhi:r site, and l':pite o:£ their conspicuous diversity 
and many irregulariti.es, they 6-:fe all based on one-
and the same principle. The vnit o:£ their desig~ 
that is to sa"J, i~ ~e opetL <¥>urt flanked or encom­
pas:¥d by ch:tmbers (chatu(~~iila), just as it is in 
the palaQ{fand monasteri~; and this unit is repeat- • 
ed two, three, :four or more times accordinli to the 
amom!t of accommodation required. Some idea o£ 
the lines on which houses and shops were planned 
em~y be obta"ned :from blocks G, F and E, nn the 
~ ·de the High St:ree~ but the re~ains~ 
throu J,hj; ii.te are i!t too damaged and :frag-
~ry a state £or the •elevations or interior 

rrangements o£ the buildings to be rec6II'!:ltructed. 
BLocx In blo•ck G-the £o;rth block to which we ~ome 

• 

• n the right side o:£ the High Street }titer l~aving 

• 

• 

• • 

the palace-the frontage on the High Stre~ is· 
o.c~upied partly by shops, partly by a small stiipa-

• s:m-ine with quart~s alQil.gside, intended probably 
£o~ the prieb"t in charge. The hdhse behind is a 
large, solidly built edifice, which dates £rom about. 

• the middle o£ the first century A.D. an~ comprises' · 
• • 1...- • £our courts and ~r~ t.u.an 30 roems on the grQiilld 

floor. The minor ~ildings fn •thft same block td' 
the sA.th and east o£ this house areJvidently habita-· 
tiona o£ a poorer class, some o£ which we~e>robably 

• dismantled .to make room fott the larger house. 
• Majly of .the .larger houses at this period .seem to· 

have had a shrine of some sort attached· to them, 
ani in most casw. this shrine opened directly on to­
the street, 10 tha? passers-by might ent.r and p&y" 

• • 
• 
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their devotions. In this house, the· rine )1tobably 
appertained to the J aina faitlt. 1 I consista of a •• small•rectangular bl!hte adorned with a series of five • 
t»lasters on each aid~, with a simpltl base n:..oulding, 
and with a cornice relieve•d by tie Jamiliar " bead 
and reel" pattern. The drum, dome•and umb1'ella 

• of this stiipa have fall~m,• but parts of t~~m were· 
unearthid in the debris o£ the courtyard, ~ong with 
portions o£ two Persepolitan columns with crowning 
lions2

, which used to stand, probably, on the corners· 
of the base, and numerous member~ the balus- • 
trade • which ran ariund its edge. In he T~ 
of the base and at a d~th of abo1tt•4 ~et ~ its 
top, was a small relic chamber, and within ~s· 
chamber• was a steatite ~asket containing eight~ 
copp~:r: -coins of the Scytho-Parthian King Azes II/ 
( ?) and a sniaJler casket of gold, in which were • 
som~ fragments of calcined bone, small pieces ~f 
gold lea£, and carnelian and agate beads. •• • 

Close by th~ south 13i~e o£ ~he suircase is. a 
smaU square plinth, the purpose o£ which is doubt- • 

-lui. A pli4Dth of a similar kind occurs at the • 
bigger stiipa• at .Jan<J.iiil. Jud...ging fro~ their • 
'»nsu~stantial ch.r~t.r, it see~nardly likely that 
these plinths wer• intended to sustain the weilit of 

• 
•• 1 The reason for re~rding these stiipa-shrines as of 

Jaina rather than Buddhist origin, is that they closely 
resemble ocertain J a ina stu pas depicted rn r&iefs r.om 
Mathura. 

2 Imitated, no doubt, from the pi~.-s which the ~1~ 
peror Asoka set up at many of the nwst fallfus Buddh1st 
st~pas. Of. ~. 41. • • 

• 

• • 
• 

• • 

• 
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colu-. T:;::;,Ep:,~:.x:::. amed aa the 
bases of fonts or lan!pstands. . , . 

·SBBINE OJ' THI In the next glock F, the range of shops fron~-

E
DOUBLE-BBADED ing the High! . Str~t is mfilre ev!dent and the stiipa-

• 
• 

.t.GLE IN BLOCK h . . • . • (Pl XIII) 0 th ..F. S nae IS mOlte pretentiOUS . . n e 

' 

• • 

• 

• 

front fa~a.le of the latter ~11 the pilasters are of the 
Corinthian order, two having rounded and the ' 
remai-t.dei' flat shafts. The interspaces ~etween 
these pilasters are relieved by niches of three 

• varieties. Th~ two nearest the steps resemble the 
p imenta onts of Greek buildings; those in the 
&nt a sur~ounted b~ og:e arches like the 
fa~ a; '' Be~g;l '' roofs; !tnd those at the corner 

Jake the forms of early Indian tom~1as,. ~£ whi<;:h 
· many ex~mples are poftrayed on the sculpt~r~s of 

• \Mathura. 1 Perched above each Qf tke centrlll• and 
outer niches is a bird, apparently an eagle, awl it 
wtll be observed that one of these eagles is double-

• 
• ~•aded. The pre~nce ~f this motif at Taxila is 

in1eresting .• It is known to occu~ in early Baby­
lonian and Hittite sculptures from Western Asia; 

• 

• • 

• and it is found also on an early iv8ry of the 
• Geometric Period 'rom Spart~. B'ut later on it 

seems to have be:111 especiall' ~ss•ciated with• th• 
Scyt;lians, and we may well belieWl that it was the 
'Scythians who introduced it at T:xila. From the 

• Scythians, probably, it Wai adopte~ rnto the 
• Imperial.Arlis of Russia and Germany, and from 

'Ta!:ila it found its way to Vijayanagar anlf Ceylon, 

• • 
' Of. V. t· SmiTb, Jain Stupa and othe' A.ntiquit~• 

.of 11/athttra, Pl. Xll. f 

• • 
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"' where it still appeart> ~n the bann~~ of the ~andyan 
chiefs. • ' 

1'he whole fll!ing o£ kaiijiir stone, including. • • 
enouldings and oth.er decomtions~ was originally 
finished with a thin C~t"of finefstillCC~ and, aS time 
went on, numerous other coati! were"added, s8veral 
nf which, when first ex~avated, showec! •traces of 
red, cwmson and yellow paint. Both .drup1 and 
dome were probably adorned with decorations ex­
ecuted in stucco and painted, and the dome was 
surmounted by three umbrellas. 1\.'-..the edge of 
the ~eps and roundethe base of the stu!'t waif' a low 
wall decorateJ on t~e· outside• \,itlt the usual 
Buddhist railing, parts of which we1·e found in the 
c~utya~elow. A goocl.idea of the ~pearance• 
of Mle· stlipa, when intact, may be obtained from a 
reli~£ or the,.Mathura School published in V. A. 
Sm~;h's Jain Stupa {tnd other Antiquities .of 
111ath1tra; Pl. XII, which appears to have be!Vl. . . 
executed at no great len~h of -.me after the erec-

• 

tioll of this bu~ding. But in this relief the style 
_of the .stii~a is more pronouncedly Indian tha~ the • 

stf1pa m Su\ap. In the latter, the whole ~as1s of • 
the.decori:ttive desT~n is Helletti,.ic, the mouldings, 

• 

•pilasters, Jentti co;nioe anl pedimental iiches 
being all classi&itl, while the only Indian :features. 
are surl,.~bsidiary details as the tora'l}a, the agee­
arched niche and tlfe brackets above the pilasters. 
It r.emajt~s t.o add tltat the rhamber eont~ining.the 
relics in this stiipa was found in the centre of the 
base at a depth of 3 ft. 2 in. be~ its top, bui!'it 
bond long f!ince been rifled of its contents. • • 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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_ABAMAlo Built into ~ne of the walls of the priest's 
.,msOBil"l''o:. quarters belonging to this shrine was part ~£ an 

' • 

• 

• octagonal pillar of white mar"IW with :1n Aramaic 
inscription e~gra~ed upon it. .rr'he record is frag9 
mentary and its' interp~eiMion is doubtful, but 
then~ is enough to indicate that it was in honour 
of some• high official.l• The discovery of this 
inscri~tion. is of special interest in connexi8n with 
the origin of the Kharoshthi alphabet, since it con­
firms the view that Kharoshthi was derived at 
'raxila (whi~ was the chief city of the Khar~"bthi 
di.stri<!t) ~m Aramait-, j;he iatter having been 
introduced tn.U: t'he North-West of India by the 
Achaemenids after their conquest of ~ country 

•about 500. B.C. • . .. ' 
. . 

The house to which this shrine. wa!i..att8:ched-lay 
at the back of it (Pl. XIV). It possessed more ijlan 
thtrty rooms on the ground floor and ·five open 

• c~~rts, namely, th\. three.interior ones A, B and C, 
theelarge cou»t D stretching across ihe eastern side, 
in which there may have been a little garden, and 

• the smaller court E on the west side, ewhich was-.. 
• probab}ll;r the main entrance to • the • house. The 

• 
• 

,BLOCK E .• 
• 

• • • • 

range ~f seven a::A, rooms ~If' tlle west side of. 
this ciJurt at the back of the shop~ were doubtless 
meant for some of the household s~rvants· . 

•• In the neighbouring block -E there is no shrine 
opeping oo. t~ the High Street, the whole. frontage 

• See H. A. "Winkler in the NaA;hrichten von der 
Gf;·•ellschaft jer Wi.,.~en .. •chaften zu Gottinien PhiZ.-;­
Htst.-Klasse, 1931, _rr. 6-17 . 

• 
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being tlken, up Ly a row of small shops. in court 
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A, how~, at the north-west ~orner pf the house • 
was !C s 11 eire_. stii.pa, now recon&tructed, • 
wJliclt ha been thrown down bodity-:-eviden~ly by 
.lil11 earthquake-in ~n._j_eat dayi ind• was found 
lying on its side. This stii.pa, -.vhich s~ms 
to have -been intended. for private • •worship 
~~ i~ interesting for two reason.s; .n~st, 

because the level from which it springs shows it 
to be much older than the house itself; secondly, 
because, when first unearthed, it was decorated with • 
.a unicfue type of acanthus ornament boldly Dl6ldel-. 
led _in li~e stu~co anl ~a& ted. 1 :ijt;\id~ the court 
A, lll whiCh .this stupa stood, there were two :ather 
CO!! in..this house (B and C) encompassed on all • 
sides chambers and a four'h court (D) with only 
-three's ~on ita southern and ~pother on 
its Wjjstern side. At first sight it might seem that 
the square court B, with rooms on every side, const~-. • 
tuted a small but complet~ hous .. in itself, and it 
was, indeed, take• to be such, when first excavate~. 
As a fact , however, there can be little doubt that 
it was built as an integral part of the whole : 
house4 when \he •latter was . ieconstruct:d in 
P•rth1an times, !tnd•t~t the p~·pose of desig\ing 
it as a virtually ;,etached un~t in relation to the 
rest of the house was to provtde a clear space on. 
all four si~ero£ it anc\ thus permit of the insertion 
of windows in the outer walls, withou~ risk: of the 
rooms being overlooked from the public streets. h 

(11 k .• 
·~J· .,.. R., 1912-13, p. 29 V'd.P1. X~Va. 

D 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• • 

• 
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was b~neath. the floor of Chamber 18 at t\e S.-W. 
corner of the Court B, that a Earticula~ valuable 
hoard of jewellery and other f1f/jets d' ar was• found~ 
including the :aead of Diony~us in sil r repo1.110se 
shown in the •frentispiecef and a bronze statuette 

· of•the Egyptian Child-god Harpocrates (Pl. XV). 
Amon~ ~ther objects fr<tm the same hoard wer~~ 
bangles,. ear-rings, penda.nts, finger-rings. be~; a 
gold locket and a silver rat-tailed and hoof-handled 
spoon. Another small hoard, unearthed on the 

• north side ol the Courtyard D, contained a small 
• gol~ figure in relief of the. winged Aphr~dite, a 

small meda~<Ji:J. with • a. Cupid in the centre~ 
some jacinths and garnets cut en cabuchon, 
a gold Jlecklace and ~ number of coin~ o. hree 
hitherto unknown rulers, Sasas, Sape a, and 
Satavastra. .....,r--

•_ A remarkable featurP of the houses in Si~mp is 
••that, although ~n some of them there are doors 

.ammunicating betwee~ the inn¥r rooms, there are 
seldom any doors giving access to the interior from 
the courts or streets outsidel, the rea!¥m apparently 
beint that the houses were raised "n high plinths, 
and that the c~am~er.s no~ wsili!e served either.as 
fofndations-in which case the jnteriors were filled 
with_ rubble-or as cellars enterdB by means of stair­
ways or ladders descending. from th~ reoms above . 
The px;esellce of such cellars or tahkhanas, aa they 
lre commonly called, at Taxila seems to•be alluded 

• • •• 1 In tb1s respect the private houses 
palace dEicribed • atwve . 

the 
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ilostratus, who says that the housei are so 
constru d that, if you look jot them from the 
outside, t y appe .... to have only one atorey, but, 
i£. you go into them, you find in aeality that they 
have underground too:r~.s,. the qep~h ~f which is 
equal to the height o£ the chambers above. 1 .Jt.s. a 
matter of fact, the lower ~ambers are noto,.strictly 

~kin~ underground, but anyone seeing only a 
sin~e row of windows from the street, aJtd h~ving 
to descend from the upper rooms into the tahkhanas 
below, might well be excused for .calling them • 
under!round cellars . • • • 

• 
• 

• • • The minor antiquitijs recoverect •om these and MrNoR ANT!Qut-
other houses in Sirkap are many and various. They TIES OF SmKAP. 

inel~ irtrge collections of .gold and silv~r orna- . • 
ment!f; ::<ilver vessels; earthenware pots of many 
shap~ ;n~om lamps and drinking goblets • 
and &.cense burners up to the great store-jars, thr~ 
to four feet in height, in which grain, oil and th;• 

• like were kept ; terracotta ~urin~ and toys ; sto~e 
bowls, goblets, d~corated plaques and dishes; iron 
vessels and • utensils, among which are folding • 
chairs, tripod itands, horses' bridles, keys, s~kles, • 
s~ad6il, swords, ~ag~e~, shiel<P.besses and arrow­
heads; bronze and copper cups, lamps, casvts, 
scent bottles, penT. and inkpots' ornamental pins, 
bells, fin~r eings ; several thousands of coins and 
numerous collections ~£ gold and silver jewellery. 
All these. objects will be found displ~yed" in t\e 

s, Life of Apollonius o!•Tyana, Bk. II~ 

• • • n2 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
' • 
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museum~ where the visitor can study them t his­
leisure. Most of th~jewellery and other uables 

• were found beneath the fl.oo.,.-of hous in the 
P~rthian citz, :Vhere they ]lad proba ly bee~e 
h1dden when TaiC1la was aa'*:ed by the Kushans 
betw~en the ye\r 60 and 64 A.D. Apart from those 
already mTucled to in bloek E, the most important. 
hoard~ we;e found in a room at the back. of ;,;.t? 
Apsidal Temple and in block D1

• 

BLOOE E'. • In the bloc~ of buildings opposite to E, on the 
western side of the High Street, a notewarthy 
i\atu;e is the sjura at the. souftl-east corner, access 
to which is • pr~v1ded on th~ east side by a double 

• 

• 

.flight of seven steps faced with squaret k~ur 
masonry. • The plinth ~ this stupa is compol:d_ .d£ 
thick walls of stone radiating f~o~ Jni~dle, 
with the interspaces between t1lem filled fith 
d~ris. A pit sunk in the centre o£ this core re­
"~led a square chamber at a depth of between 
se...en and eight feet beTow the sllrface ; but, un­
fortunately, the chamber had been broken into 

• and rifled in days gone by. • 
• • • At>sm.u. ""'I ., The next buil4ii~ on the ea~ side oi the ~I:igh 

TmiPLlll D. Strejt is the great lpsidal T:mple 4bf the Buddhist~ 
• to which I referred on p. 59. Thil temple, the plan 

• of which will be apparent from Plate XJV, faces 
.• to the west. It stands in a •spacious• rectangular 

CO"irtyar<l, w+th two raised platforms to rjght and 
left of the entrance of the temple and rows of small 

• • 
_.ambers, pres-.nably for the monks, a inst the· 
west comp~~Jind wall. The temple was u t on t.be 

• • 
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"'-· 
ruins oea:rlier buildings of the Scytho~arthian 
period nd with a view to pPoviding a level court 
and •a . e same ""-e adding to the impressiveness • 
~:f the building, th,.ese earlier strtctures were filled 

• in with debris and a r§ised terra-ce-was thus created, 
access to which was provided by two· flights of steps 

. on, the street front. Th~eplatforms to th;'t'ight and 
~ (~ and C2

), as one enters the cowt, a.re the 
foundations of two small stupas, amid the fallen 
masonry of which were found numerous stucco 
heads and other decorative objects •which had one:. 
serv:d to adorn th~e edifices. • • 

• • • • • The value of these•sculptures is all the greater, 
berause their date can be :fixed with. practical. 
<!eyta'inty to about the mi<tdle of the filtt century A.r,: a.nd_,i~y thus furnish an important land­
rna for the hi;tory of art in the North-West of 
In ia under the Parthians and their successors~ 

•• 
In the middle of the tt)ourt ~tands the A psidal 

Temple, and j~t as the court · is raised above •the 
level of the street, so the temple itself is raised on 

• • a plinth wel~ above the level o:f the co-~rt. It • 
coniists of a spac!ous nave 1 '\f~t:t. a porch in front 
~nd a circular \ps~ tehind, the whole surrO\nded 
by an ambulato'w passage (pradakshi~a), to which 
access wis ~ined from the front porch. The plan, 

• 
• • 1 Gen.• Cunningham found in the n,ave the remain, of 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

some colossal figures of burnt clay. The apse, which had 
been part' 11 excavated by Major Craw-oft, he took to•e 
a circula , reservoir or und.erground roomt C!. C.S.R., • 
r~ pp.· 7-e; v, p. 74. • • • 
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in fact, 's generally similar to· that of the dama 
cave in the Barabar•hills, 1 but in the la er there 

• was no porch in front and n~ssage a .ound. the 
.outside of the cUmbers. In the middle of th• 
~pse, which :Ue1111u:res 29 te~ in diameter, there 
must• originally have been a stupa, but treasure­
seekers ot•a bygone age l&d utterly destroyed it-_..... 

Thtl ex~eptional depth (22ft.) of the fou:J'dat!€D.s 
~f the apse is explained partly by the excessive 
.,.eight of the iuperstructure, partly by the fact 
that tJley had to be carried through the deblli.s of 
e~rlier structuriif> until vi:tt"in ~il was reached. 2 

• • • • 
• Near the old floor level is a curious horizontal 

•break in .the masonry ~£ the walls, whicl! ·is. now 
filled with squared blocks of stone. This tweak 

·~arks t4e position where timberifrg",- which\has 
siiVJe decayed, was 9riginal1y inserted in the sthe­
w~rk. 

~s to the . el:vatioit • o:f this t,mple, it is im­
pos~ible to speak with certainty, but it may 
' . • • • • • 
. '0/. Fergusson, •It'lian and (aatern Archite~ure, 
Vol. J. p. 130.. • • • 

1 ~nningham states that the ap• was filled with 
rubbish and that Major Cracroft's eAavation had been 
carried down until it reached a solid pavewn- of rough 
stones at a depth of 18 feet. Futther, he saya that the 
walls of the avse (presumably, below ground level) still 
bo~ tracel of their stucco covering. The former state­
ment is certainly incorrect, and the latter seems to be 
J1A more reliable ~ the .Plan of the buildin given in 
VOl. V (Pl. XIX) of his Report., or his st ent tltat 
lhe naoa wa• on th: east aide of the apse. • • • 

------------ •-------- • 
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plausjbly be ~~rml.~d_ that t~e ;pradakshi'f)ii passa~e 
was Bt by . wmdows p1erced ljl 1~s outer 'Yalls, a~ it . 
was- in , the te~ at Ja~<;lial to be_ described 

• presently, . and that light into ihe nave and apse • 
. was admitted throug.h .the w~st~rn •doorway or a 
window above it. The roo£ appears. to have ~en o£ 
wood; as indicated by tie remains of t~ber and a 

~ge .number of iron nails, bolta, clamps, etc., 
found in the debris. If flat, it woultf nMurally 
have been covered with earth; if curvilinear, it 
may possibly have be~n covered VIW.th metal platet, 
sin8e no fragments of tiles were found on t~e site. 

It remains to a~d t!at a val~le .hoard o£ g~ld 
·and silVer objects w:s found ben·eath the floor o£ 1:\ 

.smaJl. l'oom abutting on to the back wali of th~ 
teJPple compound. The h~ard comprise<f·many gold 

·eat rings, · ·ear-pendants, bangles, medallions,: a 
t~ue and a necklace; silver anklets, jugs, goblets; 
cups, bowls, plates and saucers. 1 It seems • not 
unlikely that this tr~sure,; which like o~er 
treasures found~ in this city was buried when. T!xila 
was sacked by the Kushans, belonged to the temple 
itself anaa that the names inscribed on several ofe 
th~ silver v:asel~ are those qj_ ljcmors. ortte 'of the· 

• names referre<t t<f i~ that of •J ihonika (Zei'l_ni13es), 
who was then tlatrap of Chukhsa, and whore date 
can be fixed about the middle o£ the 1st. century . -A.D. • · 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

Of .the buildings between the .hpsiool Te~ple STt'PA. Cot 
and the northern wall o£ the City, there is none 

• R. , 1926-27, pp. 113-.6. 
• • 

• • 
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th_at call, for particul~r n~tice e~cept the lar~ co~rt 
w1th a square stii.pa •n 1ts centre on the ea~t 111de 
of the High Street. 1'his cou~.«iffers £r.om those 

• previously descri~d both in being more spacious. 
and in havin~ a number Gf ~ving cells around its 
four •ide~. Tlie • stii.pa in the centre had been 
despoiled •f its relics: bl\i the relic chamber still . . 
contained, among other objects, some b1·oken piec · 
of wha\ ml1st once have been a singularly be-;,uh ul 
.crystal casket, the fine workmanship of which sug­
gests that it da~s from the Maurya age. From the 
fragm~nts remaining it is evident that the c§sket 
w\.en intact,.wo¥1§ have b~n t~o large to go inside 
the relic cbamb~r; and it m3st be inferred, there­
j.ore, that it was enshrined there in its .present 
broken coxfdition. The ~robability is that the r~li~~ 
deposited here were taken from some .much older 
monument and that, the crystal casket in w~ch 
the~ had reposed having been broken, the fragments 
of-it were scrupu~usly Jlreserved. That contact 
witlt the relios would invest such fll\gments with a 
special sanctity is clear from the story of the 

• Brahman Drona, who at the division oft the relics 
• of the ~uddh.a, re~eiied as his sltare the casket in 

which the Mallas ha8 placed ti\e!J.; and it is pro~ede 
also ~ the discovery o£ similar frarments in stiipas 
at Saiichi, Siirnath and elsewhere . 

In several bloch of buildi~gs on t~ !est side 
of the High &treet, notably in A', B' and. 01, the 
digging has been carried down to virgin soil and 
r~ains belongitg to six successive iods of 
habitation \ave been exposed. For theem st patet 

• • 
• 
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these \ii:fferent periods are r~rosented by clearly 
de:fhaed f!>undati011s of rubble masonry, with layers • 

.of debris above an~ below them• Of these succes- • 
sive strata of buil'lli~s, t.he fifth a:ad sixth from 
the top belong to the period tf .Greek rvle at 
Taxila (Cir. 190-85 B.C11 ). A find of,in.terest made 
~ one of the houses of the fifth city wa~ a group 

ol'-obJ~cts 'including a bronze ceremd'nial• water 
vessel, a small bronze standard lamp with 4 winged 
bird legs, a bronze incense burner,.and the remai111 
of at bedstead of wood covered with brass or copper 
sheeting. The fou~h 19ity dates vom the time ~:f 
the early S kings~ probably ;£ ~zes I, many of 
whose. ~oins were found buried in small hoard~ 

beneath the house fl.oots. It was -this same . . . 

S~k~ lting who was responsible for contracting • 
tiJI city's perimeter and substituting well-built 
walls and bastions of .solid stone in place of •the 
older :fortifications of mud (p. 18), and was res~n­
sible also for tje symmet~icallay-ou~ of street,. and 

• lanes which continued to distinguish it to the end 
of its his~~. The third city from the top, which. 

.. .is less clear~ deined tha:no tije others, is atso refer!!' 
• abTe to the pwioA 8f the Salta:. The second city 

dates from Palthian times in the first hal:f\of the 
1st century A.b., and is characterised by the use 
of dia~er~asonry. along with the ordinary local • 
rubble. It is to this city that mo~t of the struc- • 
tures hposed in Sirkap belong. • • 

• 
,. • • • • -· • 

• 

• • 

• 
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CHAPTER VIII • 
• • • 

J.A)']/IAI, 

E TEMPLE, • From SirkaJ:f we may now go north through the 
Slfbur~ known as the " KachciU. kot " to the•two 
mounds in Ja(l<)Jil, betwee~ "ihich the :mcient road 
to Hasan Abdal and Peshawar probably ran. The 
mound to the east of the road, which then•rose to. • • 

• 

• 

a height of some 45 feet above the surround.in•g 
• fields, was superficially examined by Gen. Cunn¥-g: 

ha1~ in 1863-64, and at a depth of 1 or 8 feet befbw 
t~e surface he discovered some walls of a large 

• 
bu~ding which he f!lllrmisarl to be an ancient temple. 
Cur!ously enoT:tgh, the General was tjuite correct in 
believing that an ancient temple lay concealed in 

• 

• • 

• • 

:this mound, but the walls which he himjef£ unearth­
ed belo;ged to a c001paratively: la~e structure of" J;he 
medi7al epoch. 1 'l'he ancie:t!t \en!ple which has • 
now o~en laid bare was found at a:Jepth of 8 or 9 
feet still lower down . • • • The position of this temple is a commanding 
one,.standfng as it does on an artificial moulfd some 

• The walls in q8estion, which were very f~entary, 
had to be re11oved before the digging coulde be\ carriei 
down to th<l lower b•illlng. ._ ·-100 

• • . :· • •• 
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~ feet above the surrounding co1mtry aft.d facing 
the .north gate qJ the city o! Sirkap. Its length, 
including the proj~tion in front of the portico to • 

•the back wall, is Ui8 feet, and e~cluding the peris­
-tyle, a little over lOCf fe.et. I ttl l'lan· is unlike that 

of any te·mple yet known in India~ but its ,_esem-
•. plance to the classical t&ples of Greece is striking 

(PJ.. •XVI). The ordinary Greek • pe;ipteral 
temple is surrounded on all sides by a peristyle of 
columns and contains a pronaos or front porch, a 
nao4 or sanctuary, and, at the rear: an opisthodom/Js 
or back porch, ~owp to the Romans eas tJ:te 
posticum. In some ¥mples, sucit 11s ihe Parthenon 
at Athens or the Temple of Artemis at · Ephesus, 

·t_here is an extra chamber Qetween the sallctuary and 
th~ bacl( orch, which in the case o:f the Parthenon 
was call the "Parthenon " or chamber o:f the 
vi~gin oddess Athene. In ·the newly excav1-ted 

e at Ja~Q.iiH thP. plan is almost identically.the 
same. In place of the ~sual f>eristyle of columns 
is a wall pie1ced at irequent intervals by 'arge 
windows ':hich admitted ample light to the interior, 
but at the :I¥ain or southern entrance. o£ t~e tempi' 

· ar@l two Ionic col;m11-s1 in mttis~i.e., between pilas-
• ters, which rec•eived the ends ;:f the ¥chitra~s pass­

ing above the~. Corresponding· to tP"em ,-n the 
furthe:te s.iie of a spacious vestibule is another pair 
of similar .columns•·in antis. Then comes, just as • • 

/ 

• 
~ . 

1 Ionic columns of smaller dime"ions were also dis­
covered•by Gen. Cunningham in a Bf!dhist structure ~a.r 
.the villag• of Mohra Maliiirail. 0/. 0. S.

1
R ., .V, 69 and 

Pis. XVTIT and XVIII. \ ,i. . . ' ' • • " 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 
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~ 
in Gree~ temples, the pronao8 leading through a 
broad doorway to the•naos, while at the back oi the 

• • temple is another chamber c~rresponding to the• 
opistlwdomos. Tire only essentit\l difference in plan 
between this ;nd ~ Greek teJ3ple is that, instead of­
an e:ftra cham~er between the opisthodomos and 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

the sanct•!try, we have a~ Ja!J.Q.ial a solid mass of. • _,... 
masom~, t'~e foundations of which are carrie1! dewn 
over 20 feet below the floor of the temple. From 
the depth of these foundations it may safely be con­
~luded that thi~ mass of masonry was intend!¥1 to 
carry ~heavy superstructm~, w)l.ich apparently rose 
i~ the form. of: a• tower to • height considerably 
greater than that of the rest of the temple. Access 
to this tower was providid by flights of bro;d ste~s 
ascending •from the opistlwdomos at the rear of ~the 
temple and laid parallel with tl1e sides of e edi{\fe . 
Two of these :flights still exist,, and it . ay e 
asl'~med that there were at least three more 1g ~s 
ab8ve them, proba8ly na~owing in width as they 
asce!lded abov~ the roof of the main ~uilding. The 
altitude of this tower may be surmised to.bave been 

•about 40 feet. • • • • • 
The masonry o£4lh,ltemple illntaiily of limest~ne • 

-and kanj~ ~iginally faced with i)laster, patches 
of w~h are still adhering to the ~alls at various 
points. The Ionic columns an<l pilaste~, !owever, 

: are composed of massive blocks of san'llstone, the 
base,, shaf<ts add capitals being built UJ\in separate 
drums :fixed togefi.er with square dowels let in the 
c•tre, as was a'o the practice in Greek• build­
ings. In t~ constyction of columns •in Greek ' ... , . , ' • 
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temples it is well. known t\at a fine joi~t was ob-
... ..__t.,.ained py grindini down each drum in its bed. In • • 

• the case of the JaQ.<:liiil temple the same proceae 
seems to have be~n: 'allowed, the bails o.f the drums 

~ being roughly chiselled at · tlie ~e~tre and 1 raised 
<lraft left at the edge, which was afterwards ground 

· down/The base mouidings of these tolumns are 
n~t very subtle in their outline, but thei:a capitals 
with their " leaf and dart " and " reel and bead " 
mouldings are of quite .a pleasingJorm. In seveial 
<>~the column and pilaster bases :fractures were 
caused in ancient ~y~ doubtless by an eai'\hq_ua.ke, 
:and thes~ fracture~were repai~e! by cutting back 

- •• the b;;okep stones to a straight edge and dowelling 
·,~ a sep"ilrate piece by means of iron pms. 

The all mouldings in the naos or sanctum • 
lxten round the foot of all four walls, and it is 

,..-~us from their existence along the north• wall 
that originally this wal• stoodefree down to its~ase. 
At a subsequ~nt date, however, a Ifl.at£orm a+.out 3 • 
.ft. 6 in. high, was added on this side of the chamber. 
The doo~ Jeading from the pronaos to the na8s 
~:~f~pears to hav! been of weod. bound wil11 iron, t-£ 

• which many•fr:g~ents wer: :found in th~ charr~ 
debris strewn:Over the :floor. ~........_ - ~ 

AI t<1 the superstructure of this temple, the • 
archi~. vPJ, freize and cornice were of wood and, n<1. 
daub , o he Ionic order, in keepi~g W'ith th\ Ionic 
charact of the columns, pila ·ers, and mouldings 
~romid the base of the walls. Of wood, too,~ _ 

• .th~ roof construction; but it{s nlikeiy that the. ro~ ., . 
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• 
was o£ the ridge type isual in 'Greek temples. Had 

• • it been sloping, tiles1 would w·o"ably have ~etw ~ 
•used on the outsi~, and soine of them must in- • 
evitably have \)een found amQilg• the fallen debris. 
But thjre was n~Jt• a "trace o£ anything on the floor_.. 
of the temJil:, exce~t the ~rea~ charred ~ams. of 
wood, long uon nails, door hmges, and ""thwk· 
layer of•claj mixed with masses of plaster from the 
walls and charcoal. It may be concluded, there­
fq;e, tl!at the r~f o£ the temple was :fiat, like the 
roofs of most oriental buildings, and compose~ of 
haP£ a <Tozen incl:j,es of eartlP lai6 over the timbers. . . r 

To what faith this unique temple was ~~dicated, 
can only be surmised. That it was not ~u~hist, : .... 
seems paten' from the tot:I absence of any 'Buddh~ 

• images or other relics among its debris, well "as 

• 

from its unusual plan, which is unlike tha 
Bud~hist chapel that we ]mow o£. For 
rea;t9ns, also, we mj.st ru}.e out the idea that it 
was :irahmaniool or J aina. On th~ other hand, 
the lofty tower inferred to have stood in the middle 
oi the building, behind the sanctum, is jignificant. 
My own \riew is tJ:w.t ~his tower ~as a zikurraJ;, • 
tapering. like a pyramfd, and alcetdEM. in just the • r-:.mGad£ 5 w the zikurrats o£ Mesop~arnia; and I 

• conclude from its presence, as well as from the~ntire 
nbsence of images, that the tempie belonied to the 
•~oroa:rian telirjon. On the summit of ~ower 

1 It is c. onceivable, ~ourse, that copper or brass.plates 
ave been ·used cover the roof, but ~e thick • 

of half-bure-t cia fojnd on the floor of the building 
1s agf-i\. this hypotb ., • • 

-. ' . -----------------
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~ faithful would· offer their prayers in praise 
Q£ the Sun, Moon and all eelse which led their­

• a Lillo;ghts· to N at~r~ God; and in the inner sanc­
• tuary would stan<! the sacred ire altar with the • 

~dais at the side fromewhich th,e pri~ts would feed 
it. 1 We know that the idea o:P the .A.8Syrian 
zilctt?'rayas familiar ta.the Persians, ~d there is 
no$-inf more like'ly than that the Parthians bor­
rowed its design for . their fire templ~s. !ndeed, 
the zikurrat tower at Firuzabad has been thought 
by ~any authorities actually to ~e a ;·fire altai. 
M.oreover, it must be remembered that this• temple 
was constructed in'\he• Scytho-fa~"thian epoch, •at 
a time ~en Zoroastria~ism must certainly have 

~d a.6rf g hold at Tax1la· 2 
- • . . 

·It is ssible that this is the temple described 
bJ Phil ratus in his Life of Apollonius, in which 

a his companion Damis awaited• the pe:JiUiS-Jr•--_____ on of the king to enter the city. " They S\"1¥," 
he says, "a t~mple in £font of the wall; about 100 
feet in length and built of shell-like stone. • And 

• • 1 0/. Dr. ~- J .• Modi in the Tim es of India. Aug. 1~ 

•• 

• 

• • 

• 19!5 . I myself p~ViJilusly too! ~e view that the . fire 
altar was place~ on £he summit• of the zilcurra~ for we 
know that in Aoitoomenian times the ]11(!!'1:.;' 0§.~,. fir~ 
altars in high tf!aces and raised on lofty c su s r res. · 
But Dre Midi, the eminent Farsi scholar, doubts whether, • 
amid the cosmopolita• surroundings of Taxila, the 'fire altar 
could ~!lave been exposed to view. · · •. 

2 T e d e here assigned to this tem~e i~ indicated by 
the chara r of its construction, · d is corrobora~d by 
another s rine of similar . constructio at Mohra Maliaran, 
where ben. Cunningham discovere a foundation de'-'t 

•of 12 coi6s of Azes. · · • • . . \ -""" . 
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in it was l shrine which, consider~ng that the tem1(" 
• • was so large and previded with 1- peristyle,. was 

,disproportionately small but ne.ertheless worthy~._ ... 
admiration; for n~iled to each .of its walls were • 
brazen tablets. on•wliich were• portrayed the deeds 
of Ports and Afexander." The words " in front of 
the wall .,. correctly defifte the positio:~,.o£ the. 
Jal}Q.ial • te1pple, and travellers coming fr~ ..the 
north, would naturally wait outside the north gate 
of the city. The description, too, of the inner 
sftnctum as d~proportionately small is sij-ni­
ficint; ~or this is a specia~y ~ticeable feature of 
the Jal}<;lial TemJfl~ On the ~er hand, the temple 
is consjderably more than 100 ft. ~length, 

unless we ~xclude the p.iristyle. The "'f~ :1..!~ 
xoyxu:I..L,hou I take to mean, not " of P,O ·phyry, , 

• as they are translated by Conybeare d other 
edit~rs, but " of stone covered with stucco " sh:il 
haj'ing been used in India £rom time imm.e o 
for ~he making of stucco. • 

8ToJ>AS AND e 
16>NAST:BRY JN 
MOUllD :B. 

0• h • • . n t e second of the two mounds, which hes a 
little to the west o£ the one just desc~bed, was • another iluilding, also of massive.prol'Ortions and • 

• • • 

of the same age as ,~.temple ;. b¥t ~ere the sup~r- • • 
. r~-•G•tr~ has a •irely vanished and• there remains 

notnmg out a complex of fou!tdation walls. 
• Further north, at a distance of about e4-0~ yards • : from the temple were two more low mounds, 

desi~ated ~ afl.d B, respectively, in th~ (Pl. 
XXVI). In the ~ter, which lies to ~ e~st of 

_ Y'- former, have en unearthed the remaitrs of a 
~e~ium-size~ stiip set in the square cou,tyard oi-
~ I . . ., 
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• 
a monastery. The 'stiipa iseof two periods, having 
originapy beett iuilt in Scytho-Parthian times_, 

=-IIICIII•-~and rebuilt in the third or fourlih century of our era. 
The earlier struciuri i91 now sta~dint" to a height of 
only a little over 2 ft. above th~ ol<t fioor le~l. It is 
square~ plan, with i projecting staf~ase on :its 

. southl'fi face, and a spacious relic chamber in the 
cetttre. Round the base runs a moulding of the 
usual pattern, and above is a series of square 
pilasters, six on each side of thl building, whlt\h 
w .. e once surmounted by a dentil cornict. ~ear 
the foot of the ste'-.. oil the east.e.m side is a square 
plin~h, ~lar to- ~ose by the side of the shrine 
in b~ J in Sirkap. 

~ Whe<}hi~ stiipa and 7he monastic ;uarters con- • 
nected vu1h 1t had fallen to decay, another stiipa 
~d a ~econd series of cells were erected on a differ~ 

~tit ·pfan above their ruins. This later stiipa.'has 
• ~a circular plintlr and ~ cond\ruct~d of lim~stone 

blocks in the •semi-ashlar style. • 

This ~ter monument was partly excavated somJ 
years ago •by t:lir Alexan¥er• Cunningh•am, who 

• • • appears to hawe ~eftetrated 6 far as the ltter chcs "\ 
cular structur• only, which he ~escnbb ft«ing 
40 feet in dia~eter and which he erroneously identi~ • 
fies w!\;h tthe stupJt erected by A soka on the spot • 
wher~etldha had made an offer¥l,g ~£ his head • 
(pp. 0- infra). Prior to Cunningham 's e~ava- . 
tion th elic chamber h.ad b~ opened by the 
villager fur, who, without bei aware of it, se~ 
•t~ ~ave thrown out the relic~ nceal:d. wit.)iw\ for 

/ • , I 

, 

• 

( 

' 
411 

• • • 
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I" CHAP'rER IX • 

" • • • 
SIRSUKH, LiLOnAK AND B.AnALl:'UR 

To reach the city of Sirsukh we tust now retra!e PosiTioN OF 

our~teps by way o:£ th: Jai)Q.ial Temple aAd plJO- SmsuKH. 

ceed for about a ~e and a h~f•along the main 

t 
4 

the mo Qdern of the thr~e cities of Ta:xJla, having 
road do anpur. Sirsukh, as already stated/ is ( 

~ oullJed by the Kushans, probably about thn 
end of th1r 1st century A.D. The mounds which • 
co.'er the ruins of its southern and eastern rampirts, 
are still clearly visible from the road alongside •iJI.e 

~Kittle Lundi nala, but \he nowthern and western ........... ,., . . . 
walls have al:.tost entirely vanished beneatH the • 
level of the fields or been destroyed, and on these • 
two sides ~t is only with difficulty that t"!leir line; • 

• can now be '\racefl. 0£ the eas~rn fortifications a SrRSUKR FORTI· 

• sho~t section ltas•bten expos~d tp view nEltr the& ""s. 
south-east cornEll' o:£ the city, and it is these exi'fva-
tions whieh wil' be our first objective. The wall, • 
which ~ c~nstructfld of rough rubble :faced with •. ~ 

9
. . . 

1 P. e. On the analogy ~Ohhatrapa-Sa~ap.:t 
Cunning (C. S. R., II, 134) i ntifies the mod~ • 
Sirsulrh liVith the ' Cghahara Chukhs mentioned in t • • 

.. 'C'lxila plate> of Piitika. But see hler • E.ni. Vol. • 
p r~. p. 56. \ 
~ • • • 109 

• • 
,_ . -:· 

• • ... - • 
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Kushan period instead of the •uhble masonry charac-
rittic . of thtt 4l-reek and Scythian periods., 
econdly, they are pierced wiith loopholes for the 
e of defenders • siantling o,n .the• ground floor. 

~--""hirdly, the bastions are semi-cir~lar in J:flan in-
stead ~£ ectangular, a.rwl are hollow witkin instead 
·of sol' . In the case both o£ Sirkap and of Sirsukh • • it !nay be assumed that the bastions were divide~, 
like the bastions of later Indian fortresses, into two 
or more storeys, and that the u~er storeys we!e 
holtow like the lowest storey at Sirsukh. ln b~th 
cases, too, it may~e 'aken £~ ~ranted that the 
wall 4as ovided with an upper terrace and with. 
lines · opholes corresponding with the terrace, 
~m whi h the defenders• could shoot !own on an 

attacking 'force. 

• Two other striking features in which the city of 
.Sirsukh differs from its jredecessor, are its alm~st 

• 

V""· .' ;.ectangular plan and its s1tuati~n in ijJ.e open valley, 
its builders ha~ing manifestly placed more reliance • 
on their Ji'rtificial defences than on any natural. 
advantages ewh.i~ the hills might a:ffol\1 them! 

• Wnether thes~ DMWe feature: .~re the outcome of 
• developments in military engimd g in • iadia.__. ... , ... 

itself, or wheth~r they were introduced from Central • 
A.sia o• e~ewhere by the Kushans, is a question • 
which we ave nor yet enough data, either monu- • 
ment o iterary, for determining.• • ' 

!avour~b~ for digging than in ukaJW for, on the • 
or;e .hand, nearly all the ar' nclosed witif!\he 

./ • . , I . ·------~----------~· 
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• 
wallt:J is low-lying au.! abundantly irrigated, with 
the result that the ancient remains !reburied d~ r .. .... . ,... ....... 
beneath the alluvl.ll t:Joil than in t::>irkap; on t e • 
other hand, t.ae ~w. mouoosewhich rise here and 
there ~ong the cultivated fields and which doubt--""! 
less mark. the sites o£ re~tively import~ struc-
tures, are now occupied by graves and z~ats or 
modern• vill~ges, such as those o£ Pi~~ Gakhra Tmd 
Pil)Q,orii., and, while any disturbance of the graves 
cit ziarats is o~ of the question, the removal of 
the m~ern dwellings could only be e:ffected a9 an 
in~rdinate cost. •'l:J:te only ~o~side the city where 
excavation has been started is between ~e village 
of To£kian 1 and the mound of Pind ra, where 
dressed st~nes and pott:ry had often. b n ur~ 
out by the plough and where there was ~romise o£ 
ancient structures being found relatively near ~e 
Stljface. Here a complex o£ buildings has been 

• 
. .-...; 

' et. G. S. !~., Vol. II, p. 133, ani Vol. V, p. 67 . 
• • 

Cunningham describes the finding in one of the mounds 
.near this village of the famous copper plate inscription 
elated in •the year 78. But Cunningham • h~mself is in 
doubt as to whence ePrl¥!isely the i~criptwn came. In 

- one pla~e he says that~ts find-sr-t tis !iituated near~ a • r Ltho.fl v'* t the south-west of Sirsukh, while in • 

• 
ano ne peaks of its having come f~m the village of 
Thupki (Tofkiii.ii) inside the city, the reason for these con­
flicting statements being that the copper pla~ intquestion 

: was discovered, not by Cnnninghaftt himself, but by a 
bhishti, nal'l\lld Mur, who gave different acco~f it at 
diff~nt times, and whose vorsions, theref , e alto­
gether \mreliable. e remains which I ve so far 

avated near the village belong to a much later date 
an thi!! inscriptio and it seems more likely \hat the 

· ti n ca!le fro o e of the stiipns nenr .:fln~iiil thnfl 
fr interior of ukh. . .. ,_ 
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~ealed which m~i-"ilventually prove of •consider­
able .interest. I~ comprises p•arts o£ two courts, a 

0 Jl!ff~er one to the "est and a smaller one to the ' 
•east, with a series of chambers di;pose~ around them • • '!'t end a connecting passage betwe(;!n. • ~s to the :xten t 
and plan of this building, all that can.be said at 
present~that the principle on which it iseclesigned, 
na~lf,' the principle o£ the open court•fla:n.ked by 
rows of chambers, is the same as that followed in the 
older structures o£ Sirkap; and, ~dging by th~ 
dimWJsions and structural character of what has been 
exposed, it may b~urlJl_ised that the who!e will 
prove to be a buildi~; o£ consid~a~le size and im­
pm·tanceA . · , 

, 

~ t ~aJns to add that ~e wall stretclfing across 
the .north ~de o£ the court appears to be the founda­
tiQil of a raised plinth which probably supported a 
pillared verandah; that the masonry of the wallt is 
semi-ashlar above the gr~und level, but appr~'­
mates to rubblj below; and that in. some o:fethe 
chambers were found large earthenware jars o£ the 
type wmal~ employed for the storage of grain, oil • 
• or water, as ~ell 3ljl coins of 1\ld~hises II, lfanishka• 

.antfVasudeva ~d~llll'ious oth8r minor antiqwties. 

• • 
• •· 

LALCHAK. 

• 

• 

' • 
(N on~.-The rmlains at Lalchalc and Badalpur B"nnmsT 

.. 

d d · · rJr REMAINS • are po 1'eserve .' ~n vtsttor~ e 1tot recoim- MONASTE~Y. 
mended end thetr ttme on se~g them.) 

Bet"'een one and two hundr yards £rom t~ • 
• -~~-e.,t0come: ol Si,ukh "'( n: tMpat~to ~ 

• 
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the villag~ of Garhi S.'lyyadan~\~~a a group of £or 
small mounds, known locally as .J_,alchak. Tj:J.eae 

'four mounds covered the rema!na of a small ailll 5 

unimportant :&1ddhist settl~ment•containing stiipas, • 
shrine~ and mo~aa,el'ies, whic~ appear to date fromn,__ .... ~••• 
about the lourth or fifth century A.D. The best 
preserved \mong them is :little monaste~in the. 
norther!l pa!'t of the site. It is standing to -a,ei.ght 
of between seven and eight feet above the g1·ound 
ljvel and conta~s a vestibule in front, four cham-
bers for habitation leading off from it_. and a swan 
aptlrtm~nt on thi west side, w!»ch probably served 
as a store-room. '!'he entrancf' is in the middle of 
the southern aide and is approached by Wlight of 
four stone~tepa. A seclf!ld stairway, aiJo ~ton~ 
led from the western end of the vestihlle to .~~ 
upper storey, which has now perished. No douJ>t 
the -.valls of the upper storey were of atone, but tc. 
ju~e from the large quantities of ashes, burnt earth, 
ironenails, cl¥IPB ~d th~ like which were found 
in the debris, the :fittings and upper 1toor must have 
.been of timber, and the roof of the sama material, 
~th theeusual coverini of earth. 1he .late assigned 
above $o this mona:tery, is ba~d.up~n the sty lee of· 

r ..... m-..,;lts ... Uif Jgp Uo minor antiqui1ies to which a • 
• definite date can be assigned, were ilund associated 

with its foundations or walls. On the athA" hand, • 
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~tury of our .e1~ Indeed, it is quite possible 
that it was not in occupatio• for more than a .few _. 

0 zMpades ;. for, tl~o~h the stairway is worn and, 
•smoothed by the pa.ssage of manyefeet, half a century 

~would be quite enou~ time to. a~co'lfnt for this. 
Among the minor antiquities recf>vered fr~m this 

11ite wf}l/11 an ornament~l trisula and •110settes of 
~op41e'.a bronze finger ring, iron pickax~ an~ arrow­
head, and a necklace of carnelian, garnet, calcedony, 
crystal, malachite, lapis-lazuli, gold, pearl, and 
~heU beads. 1 

• 

To the south-ea~o£ the monastery just d~s'cri~d STUn I. 
and about forty ya~s distant !r~m it :is a stiipa 
standin_A the middle of a rectangular compound. 1 

~t is '!('"ua;e in plan with • broad flight~£ steps on 
it':'. north~·n side. The pilasters which adorn the 
plinth are of the Corinthian order but stunted and • 
decadent, and surmounted, as is usual in later 
structures, by Hindu brackets. e• 

• • Inside the &ourt of this stiipa aJ¥l to the eight 
anu left of the entrance were the remains of two • 
email chapels, of which the one to the east comprised. 

• a square sa:ll.ctuDt for the iraa~ with a :f1brtico ilf 
• -fro•nt, paved wit~ stone slab!. What was ,left of 

the other was ¥>o fragmentary to'!'f(§ ir wwit ... fi--... , 
certainty. The• design no less than the construc­
tion ot- th~ and t~e following building indicates 

• 
that +~1 were coeval with th\ ne:ighbourin~ •. 
monas~r;'\Iescribed above, and it is t"herefo¥ of 

~ 
1 Thi~ compound ns w!'ll as t he i small chapels m'-... • 

tionecl bel~v and Stiipa II , have b ,n covtt·ed in again . ~ 

- ,-· \ 
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interest 1u record that a pit s~ in the rubble c/e" 
._ of this stupa yielded lt40 tokens and coins of various 

, isfsuAes,t.in1c~ud~ingKs~meh_of thiei ~Iyd•of8Taxi~a, okl?ess 5 
·o n 1a c1 as, ..up 1ses , p. o- asan1an 'Ingse 
and Siimantacfeva_ )t is ~e~ unlikely that these 
coins, •lying h~tphazard in the earth, were inten­
tionally c4J!losited there when the stupa w'-erected. 
Their presence may be accounted for on the ~sump~ 
tion that the debris used for the core of the stupa 
was brought from one of the ancient city sites where 
~ch coins are ~und in abundance. 

• 
&rtl-PA If. . e B?~veen Stiipa I and ihe _;no~astery ':ere the 

remams of a se~ofld stupa, # wh1ch no~hmg was 
left standing except its semi-ashlar ~dations. 
FortunateJ.y, the 1·elic-d~osit in the cenhe-,..thes~ 
foundatiqus had not been disturbed. T~ earth1'n-

• ware pot in which it reposed had been broken. by 
the. weight of the debris above, but the depo:it 
itiel£ was intact and proved to consist of thirty 
bea•ds of gold, garnet, ru~, jasper and shell. The 

• relic• bone, wnich had presumably accompanied 
them, had crumbled to dust. 
• • 

r • 
• • 
BADALPUR~ •• 

• • • • 
• 

• 

• 
'6f the great stupa of Badalpur, ~ear the village 

of Bhera, there is little that need be s~d.e In its 
: construction, and doubtless aleft> in its design, it 

resembled •he e.Bhallar and Kunala stupa~ must 
havf been one of~e most imposing mo~ments at 

. ~xila; but it has u:ffered much from the sp4>liation 
~rought by iJ'easu -seekers in the past, ~nd apart 

I ·~ 
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~m its massive p~h, which measures ~ver 80ft. 
in length by 20 in. m heigh~ there is little left of 

!-~-·~ :torm~r gran~m;. On the north and south sides 
• of the stupa are two rows of chambers with narrow' 

verandahs in front, ewliich served as chapels for 
---..,-mages; and about 70 yds. to tlie ~alit are the.buried 

remains..,£ a spacious ~onastery. • • 

· ThFstyle of the masonry coupled with the finds 
o£ coins, which belonged almost exclusively to the 
Kushan Kings Kanishka, Huvishka and Vasudeva, 
betoken the latter hal£ o£ ;the thild century A.D. 
as the probabl~ date of these structures. • ' . • • • 

--..._ A 
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MoH~.A M;R.A.nu, PIP?ALA, •JAULIAN AND ~LLA~ · 

Visi,ors •to Taxila who do not wish to make •the 
round of all the excavations, will find it convenient 
te omit the r~ains at Tofkian, Liilchak 1nd 
Badalpi-r, which are of seco~dag interest only, and 
to •proceed clirec~ bom the for~cations of Sirsukh 

• 

to the groups of Buddhist buildings" Moh:ra 
Moradu, Pippala and iJ aulian, which' in "'liilany....,;"...-

noN oF respects ar: the best preserved and the moft strik~fig 
lll;ll MoRl~. monuments of their kind in the North-West of 

India. The first of these groups lies about a miTe­
to t~e south-east of the city of Sirsukh and is 
sit~t!ted in a small ~len a• the back of the village 
of M<9t:q:a Morrtl:lu. Here, as one goe~ eastward, the • 

• 

slopes begin to be noticeably greener; for the wild 
ttlive and sonattlza shrub grow freely • a~ong the 
:ocks, an~ the rugg•l~?_rge of Mei~. through whi.ch ' 

llfllllt-..~,..he patkway ascends to the mon~mentl, is singularly • 
f- picbudq&€. inside the glen-or iZ mi.llht better 

• perhaps be termed a cup in the hills-Jlon .oblong 
• terrace was constructed by the ~!Buddhist builders, 
• and side by J;id8 on this terrace were erect~tiipa 

and ~ monastery commanding size, ~ former 
at itA western, the atter at its eastern end. • When 

...:/',""'\ . I • 
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fi:Qit discovered, bo~h monastery and st~pa were 
buried in a deep accumulatioQ of detritus from the 
sur1~und:\,ng hill!, tje only part of the structures 

• visible to the eye being about 5.feet of the ruined' 
Jome of the stiipa, "wleicl?. in years go:~te by had been 

• '!ut in twain by treasure-hunters• ill. search tPf the 
relics, .aqd, like the Dltarmarajika st~fa, sadly 
damag~d in the process. Beneath this accumula­
tion~ however, both buildings proved to•be !emar:K­
ably well preserved, standing actually to a height 
o£ between fifteen and twenty feet a;d still retainin£' 
ma:t!y admirably executed reliefs in stucco on their 
walls (Pls. XVIII 'X!X). • • • • 

In poin.ro£ architectural design there is nothing STOPA I. 

speci~ly remarkable about this stiipa, nothing to 
distinguisJ:t it £rom other ~emorials o£ ~ like cha-
racter which were erected between the third and • 
mth centuries of our era. · Thanks, however, to its 
protected position in the hills and other .fortu•nate 
circumstances, many o:i the .-stucco re'liefs *!th 
which its wall!! were decorated and which in ._,ther 
cases· have almost entirely perished, are here toler­
ably welll>1'tserved; and, though their colouring ha~. 

• 

• IDQstly disappea191ed, they suiic• to give u~ a mucl! 
• better idea tl1hn •w~ could othe~_se have ~ot, ~ _ 

h~w these ~numents looked whe1l" ~,.....nrst 
emerg~ from the hands of their builders. Ap­
parently, the whol~ surface o£ the structu1·e up to • 
the· tQp o' the drum was covered with .figures; for • 

• 

there were groups of Buddhas and Bodhisathas-
now r¢oved to the museum-in the bays between 
• the pila,ters (Pl. XIX). and t th~ face of til."• - . ~\ ; . . :·. 

•• 

• 
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pilasters themselves were series "f Buddhas ranged 
one ~bovt! the other. On the drum, again, abo;e 

~ the berm the same figu!es were repe~ted on a smaller 
,scale, and on each side of the st'£>s was a co"ntinuo~s • 

row of figures .disp~sed in ~ecreasing sizes beneath 
the raking cornic~, just as t:~ey might have bee~ ... 
in the pedimental groups of a classical temple. In 
point ali.lte• o£ style and \echnique the ·standard. 
attaineq, by. the artists who modelled these 'reliefs 
is a high one. What strikes one most, perhaps, 
about the figures and. particularly about those in 
tlte ba) s on the south side of the plinth, is tl.eir 
lif~ ant! movement combin•d ;1ith their dignified 
composure. Thil l'He and m~ement ~ specially 
evident in some of the attendant Boddhisattvas, 
the swish oi whose robes,. with the limbs deli~te!y 
cpntoured beneath them, is wonderfully 'true and 

• convincing. Delicate, too, and singularly effectiv_, 
are ~e hovering figures which emerge from the 
ba<tk45round· at the sides of the Buddhas, as if they 
were emerging from \he cl~uds. Yet another point 

• that !rrests the attention, is the ~ig\ly successful 
manner of portraying the folds of the drl\,Pery, the 
ichnical.treatment o£ which acco161-s w+th the best 
Hellenistic tradition, lnd dem~s-.ra~s most ace~- • 

- .te obs,rvat~n oa.the part of the arwsts. 1 

• 
__,~ • 

• • • . . 
• . ' In Greek scuwture of the best perwd the \lass ~f the 

material was ~hiseiled away and the folds left, as it were, 
in relfllf ; in Roman and decadent Greek work labour was 
saved at the expense of truth by merely groovinl gut the 
folds from the mass \f the material. • 

• / • 1 
... '. I • 

• 

• 



• 

• 

MOHJ.lA MORADU, PIPPALA, ETC, 121 

• 
• Among the m!tny detached heads, found round 

the base of this stup'a and now preserved i!t the local 
mueeum are sev.ral which ar~ in an unusually good -

• st~te of 'preservati~n. Over the surface is a fine, 
• . slip, applied appa'revtlx before the .final definition 

-was given to the features. The-Ia.ce is lefJi. white, 
but the lips, edges of nostrils, edges Bend folds of 
.eye-lids, edge of hair, •:folds of neck an~ ear-lobes 
ar~picked out in red, and the hair itse1l is ~oloured 
grey black. 

. On the south side o£ th.e steps of this stiipa is.a STilP.& II. 

smlller monument of the same character. It is o:f 
. the same date and. co!tstructe<! ~nd deco~ated• in 
niuch the ~me manner as the larger edifice, bt'it 

·only a few fragments of the stucco reliefs have su~-
vived on the south and w~st sides. • 

·The monastery connected with these stupas is as ~NASTERY. 
t'nteresting as the stupas themselves. In addition 
to the usual open rectangular court it compriseJ also 
several spacious chambe•s on ~s eastern side. •rf'he 
entranee io t:lle ,rectangular court :ios on the .:1orth • and is approached by a broad flight o:f steps with 
a landiuL! ~t the top leading into a small portic<Y. 

• Oil tlte west wafl of the po-.i~ is an arcted nich~ 
• containing a •re~a~mbly w:n J>reserved ~~up JJ.f 

:figures in higJtrelief, namely, Buddhrt·in-the centre 
and fQPr ~ttendant worshippers on either side. 

• Passing from the portico into the interior o£ the~ 
mona'stery we find ourselves in a sp:cio1Ts court with 
2i cel~ranged on its four sides. In the midthe of 
the rourt is a depresRion alwut two feet deep with . • I • . -- • • • 

• 

• •• • 

• 

• • • 
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• • niches, like those in the mouaetery at Lalchak and 

in tJle one, adjoin,ngethe Kunala stiipa. 
• • The interiors of th'i c~ls occupiecl J..Jy the monks 
w~re cm·ere<l, lil\e the rest of H1e·l~nnstery • with 
a coating of plaster, hut were probably d~stitute of 
any decomtiou. In the •verandahs, on tf1e olhet• 
hand. the wall appears to .have been rel,e,·e14 with 
(:Olours, and the wooJ work was no doubt can·ed auu 
painted or gilileil, while the conrtya::-11 was further. 
beau~fiecl by effigies of the lludrlha. or superhuman 
size set on pedestals in lfront of the cells, ~r by 
groups of s~ed figures, in litt1e • niches in the 
walls. Of the larger effigies, remains oi se,·en haTe 
sun·ivetl rouml about the qu:tclrangle, but <1nly three 
()£ th.ese are even tolerably well preserved. In eaeh 
{)I .bese cases tl1ere is a particular interest attach­
bg to the smaller reliefs on the front of the pe!te­
stals from the fact that they illustrate the clres~J 
worn by lay-worshippers at the ~me tb-ey were 1et 
up, namely, i~ the fifth century A.D. Ol 
the niches, Jhe best preservetl is the one in front • 
of cell 4 on tl1e left side of• th1 monaste~, the • 
jrou{' in which.de.-ic~ tl1e 1lu.-lc1ha seaterl ii the 
ilhyttna-mudril, wth attendant figwres to t~ -r!"ght ._ 
and left. • 

A still• mo~e Yalua We discovery than these statues 
or relief!~, iff n stiipa, almost compl~te .in e\·e1·y 
detail, which was founrl insirle cell No. !) on tlte 
'left side ;f tl1e monastery. It IS stnnrling- to a 
hei.gllt of tjveln~ feet nnrl is circ-.flar i~ plnn, its 
pE~th .... being dividecl into fhc tie:~• with elephants 

• • ' #E 
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and Atlantes alteriating in the lowest tier, and 
, Buddhas seated · in niches alt"rna4ting w~th p~asters. 

in the tiers abov611 The core of the stupa is of~a~ 
jur, and themo~lqings a:Ad iecorations are of stucco 
onc~decoratea with colours, viz., crimson, blue lfll.d 
yellow,.iltaces of which ire still visible. The um­
brella was constructed in sections threaded on to a 
central shaft of iron, but in the course of ages this 
shaft had decayed, and the umbrella was found 

• lying at the side of the stupa. The edges of the 
umbJ~ellas are pierced with holes intended, lppar­
•ently, for streai)lers or •garlands. This stupa is, 
I believe, the most perfect one of i-.kind yet dis:­
covered in Northern India, and as such possesses • 
a very :xceptional antiquarian value. • 

Apart from the ' Court of Cells,' wher~ the 
~nks resided, and the bathroom (jantagl!tLra) 

11\escribed above, the essential parts of a Buddhist 
monastery in th• med:ireval ages were a Hall of 
A!sembly (tpasthana-!iila), a refectory (upahara­
sa.la), a kitchen, (agni-§ala) a storeroom (kosh(haka) 

: and j. latrine (varchah-kuti). Ill • the Moh:ra 
Moradu monast~v~ these latter apartments are 

t .. .. • • 
• plac~rd on the ~st side of tne C~t of Cells an"-

are rAched through a doorwa~ in Cell No. 7 . 
Among them the Hall of Assembly is rea~ily ·recog­
nisable in the square and spa4hious ap:rtme;nt at the 
northerDJ enc!, the roof of which was once supported 
~ four columns. Of the others the identity is not 
so easy to determine, particularly as ~s part of 
the monaaJery "as largely rebuilt andeadded t~ in 
later days. :Bu\ comparing the chamber~t_ )Vith 

• 
' • 

I • 
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thos: in the contemporary monastery at J:uliii.n, 1 

which. was plann~ on very si~ilar lines, we may 
iife-! that the room Ifext to the ~all of Assembly 
was a kitchen, with "a 1m~ll larder aiiD store-room 
atll.ched, the latter being the gmllJ. and m31sive 
rotunda at the south-east corner, the fopner the 
rectangular closet with r~ised benches on• two of 
its sicies. And we may surmise, furtherr that the 
two rooms at the south end served originally as a 
refectory and steward's room, though the latter was • 
subse~uently converted into a bathroom by raising 
its floor some eight feet a~d constructing ther•ein ~» 
reservoir, witJl. a water-channel le~d!ng down into 

, 

• the middle chamber. When this change took place, 
the refectory was perhap~ combined "ftith the 
Assembly Hall. 

~t remains to add that the original walls of this 
monastery are in a rather late variety of the large 
diaper style, and may be as~gned.pn these and oth@r 
grounds to abol¥ the close of the ~nd cent~ry 

A.D. The additions and repairs are in the late 
semi-ashlar • style and were executed some two J 
c.enturies or more [llter. Man~co6ns of the ltushan 
~ing:, Huvishkaeant "?ii.sudeva,.were discoverarl on._ - .~ the floor of the•monastery. Among othex- mmor 
antiquities foun! here was one remarkably fine 
Gandhar: statue of. the Bodhisattva Gautama 
in almost 1>erfect preservation, S6fler~l terra­
eotta images of the Buddha which had fall~ 
from the ~ches in the court, and a massive steatite 

• • • .'Of. Pl. XXI, itl/ra. • 
• E2 • 
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• •The later monastery is built of hea>y semi-
ashletr masonry •nd is excepti~ually well preserved. 

• Tlftmgh its scale is ~uch small"r, its plan is gene-' 
rally similar to thttt.of .the mouasteMies at Jauliiiu 
IIIUd Mohra M:oriiclu. It comprise•s ~ Court ol Cells 
on the north, with a Hall o£ Assembly, 1dtchen 
and refectory on the ~outh, anJ the •converted 
StliJila Court described abo\·e to • theo east. 
'l'he Hall of Assembly, kitchen and refectory 
resemble the corresponding chambers nt Moh~ 
Mo.:idu ancl J auliiiii, but one noteworthy feature 
is that the dividing ~all between the litch~n 
and_ dining room is constructed~ not of solid 
stone masonry · like the outer walls or the wall 
betw~n th3 Uefectory anJt the Assem bl~ Hall, but 
of :rubble stone and mud resting on a low plinth of 
s~~. The same metho<l of construction~so fol­
lowed in the interior walls of the Court o~lls, 
the stone plinth being only a foot or two in heig~t 
ntHl the wall ibove it ~eing ~omp~ed of r~Lble 
stone loosely laid in mud and, no doubt, originally 
covered w~ih mud plaster. The method of con} 

• struction hete e::iemplified i' particularly -interest-
• in~, US it exwai•s tll'hy SO JAany of the Wl\llS nt 

Taxila have he&n found standing-to a }Jeigat f7fPonlj 
one or two fee~ an<l when excavated .presented an 
almost !teaclt level surface at the top, the fad being 
that they f.ormed m•erely the founcloj;ion plinth for ':. 
mud or mud and stone walls, which for the ~ost 
part ha~ since disappeared. 

The .Court of Cells was of two storeys nnd con­
listed, as• usual, of an opcm quadrun~e with cl'lls 

• • 
• 
• ' 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 
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• • 
for the monks on it\ fom· sides and a pillar:J. 
verandah, two storeys high, in froiJt of them. • In 

'he centre of the co~t was a rectangular depressi"n • 
about a foot ion depth paved. with stone, which •• receiveti the rain-water from the roof and from. 
which it was carried off by a drain on the western 

• • . l side. Access to the upper storey (now entne y 
perishedj w::s provided by a flight of stone soops 
which ascends at the side of the passage leading to 
tlte Kitchen and Hall of Assembly. Of the twelve 
chamue"' now standing on the ground floor, oneeon 
the• eastern side ier~ed as a~ entrance lobby, from 
which a double flight of steps descended tQ the Court 
of Stupas on the east. In another cell at the S.-E. 
corner (31 twas found a • :fine example of a !l'tiipa 

• in almost as perfect preservation as that in the 
mon~t Moh:ra Morfidu. This stupa and ~ha 
eel! m which it stands merit particular notice, as 
the ~oor level of t~ cell j.s 2} feet below that o£ 

• the Dist o£ th~ monastery, and this.circumstance, 
as well as the character of the stiipa itself, leaves 
10 doubt that the stiipa was built originally in one 
of the ce,ls of the elal¥y (Kushan' mo!tastery and 
tl!in iiJCorporated intf> the la~r !noeastery, whtm • 
the l~uwas erect!M on the ruins of its predecessor. 

• As it stands, • the stupa is about 8 •feet in height 
·.and rises in three diminishi~ tiers~ t~ top-
• most surmo1mt~ by a dome and originally covered 

by an umbrella, many pieces of which were found 
lying at its side. The lowest tier was once qcorated 

• with a series of Ionic pilasters. alternating 'lith lotus 
• • rosettes, but •the Ionic pilasters wete afterwards 

• • 

• 

• 

, • 
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covered by a coating of pla&ter and replaced by 
coar!er pilaster' o:f the Corinthian order. The 

e sec~md tier is plain ~a-ve for the.figure of a Dhyani' 
Buddha on the norih.sidoe; at the ba~e of the dome •• 
~s another series of eight seated Bu~dhas, ofewhich 
two on the south side a•e still partiallye~reserved. 
Traces of gold, red and black paint were still visible 
on the monument at the time o£ its ·excavation. 
Originally, the stupa cell was entered through a 
doorway opening from the courtyard, but this doo:ra 
wa? was subsequently blocked up and repl¥ed hy 
a window at a. higher le;el. • • • 

{)utside -this monastery, · on tpe north side, is 
anoth~r small stiipa built cj diaper maso;ny in the 
same style !tS the early monastery, and later on. 
enc~sed hy .a wall of semi-ashlar work forming an 
aftthulatory passage around the structure~low 
reliefs on the base of this stiipa are preserved J;o 
some extent on its east at~ soutm sides, and exh!bit 
the same class ef workmanship as the•figures otf the 
south side of the Moh:ra M:oriidu sti'tpa, though they 
are by no :ft:t~ns in such good condition. • I 

• .Among the Jiin~r anti<rwfles :found in this 
• • b £ • • 1 d' • --monastery were a num er o COioiJ.S · lnc u ln@JIIII'Ollre" 

punch-marked ~d issues of Sasas, Ka~pht';es I and 
II, Kaltish~, Vasudeva, and a variety o:£ Sasanian 
coins of Hormazcl U and Shapur II and III. 

• • • 
JAULIAN. 

"" 'rhe ~oup of Buddhist remains at Jauliaii is 
perc:hed on the top of a hill som~t 300 ~et in height 

• • 
-• ' • • 
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and situated rather ~ess than a mile north-east of 

._ Mohr.1 Moriidu all<l about l1a1J th•at distance ·f.·om 
ihe village of J a~liuii. 'l'o r~ach this hill from• 
Mohra Moriic!u \.he. Yisi to'l: ltas the choice of hYo 
route~: either•he may follow on foot the nan~ 
track wbj<!l1 leads eastwar<l from the Moh~a Moriidu 
monastery, or he can Ieturn the w·ay he came anu 
drive by the more circuitous route along the main 
I'oad. I£ he aJopts the former plan, the walk, 
~hich is a very pleasant one, will take about 25 
minut~. • • • 

The monumtmts in the Jauliiiii group are more 

• 

• 
highly ornamente!l anll in a stiU better state of 
preserrat~n than those at ·.?tro1l ii Moriiilu; fOI.many 
of them had only just been erected and the 1·est 
but newly rep~ired and redecorated, when they~ere 
ov~y the catastrophe which resulted in th:ir 
bti.ial. On the other hand, the decorations of these 
buildings at JauliiiJit is nottof quite so high a quality 
as t'10se at l'tloh:ra Morudu. There•is less breadth 
in the treatment of the reliefs, less vitality anu 
lmovem~t in the figures, less ;ubtl.ety in their 

modelling, and lisa• delicar: ij their technii}Ue. • 
lf'he.i(J'inal fou~ation of these ~uildings is to • 
be ascril'ecl .to the Kushan period-.• ~n the second 
century A.D., ancl their destruction ~ tl.e latter 

: part of the fifth century A.D. 1 • During, this period 
the cnpitalt ot Taxila was in Sirsul•h (the earlier 

• ' 
'Jn tll!'ir rnm;trnl'tinn. tlt'o mnin 'l"nrieties oY..mm10nry 

nrc rendilv distinl!nishnhlc. 1·i:.. lnrgc cnn'ie dinper, 
"·hirh i11 nsedein th~ oril!innl lmildiug!l, nn1l ~<'mi.nshl:~•r 
work, which is used in later repairs and additions, • • , 

~~--------------~·~--· 
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~.ities of Sirkap aJ!d the Bhir Mound hndethen been 
utandoned), and we. can well.~nde::-stand how uttmc­
ti ve this site at~ a uliaii. must have been to the mem- • 

• Lt!rs of the lludu~ist sahgha .eager to enjoy the• 
advantages of its "dQilli~ating positi~n on the hill­
«.>p, with its wide expanse of ·vi~w~ its calm seclu­
sion, and last but not least, its cool and dustless • • • air, but no less eager to keep closely m touch 
wit~ their devotees in the great city•wht!re their 
daily alms would be begged. One drawback only 
would there be to the situation, namely, the difi.­
culty of carrying up their water supply; b~ this is 
a difficulty which n·ever ~eems to Jlt1¥e deterred eit!ler 
Buddhists .or J a ins from establishing themselves 
in remote and sometimes almost inacces~il>le places. 
DouMless, they required t!o great quant~y of water 
fo:r t!Mr needs, and possibly the~c~~;;,:t on • 
~· devotees giving them help IV 1e made 
their pilgrimages to the hill-top. There "·ere • 
no>ices, too, in the lllOJW'lStery. nnd possibly sl\'t'es 
ns well, one oj whose functions would JiaturaWy be • 
the fetching of water. In any case, the difficulty in 
ancient (1M.ys was not ns great as now; for nt thl 
soutltern fot!t of•the hill tbereewere, unttl n g-ene-

• ra,ion ago, il¥l rftin~ of seve"'ll old wells, n~>t 
contemporary .vith the monaste"i-y, which•ha'·~ now 
been closed in !!ncl ploughed over by t1!e culth·a tors .. · . • 

The• pl:frt of lhfi monnmentR at .Tauliiin will be • 
clear from Plate XXI. They compllise ~ monastery • 
of moderate dimensions. :mel by its side two s~pa 
courts .on different leYels-tl1e upper to 1he' south, 
the lowe• to the north-with n third and smnller • 
• • 

• • 
I 

• 

• • • 

• 

• 
• 
• 



132 A GUIDE TO TAXILA 

co.urt adjoining them on the we•st. Access to tiis 
complex of buildinis was provided by three 

• entrances: one near the north-we~ corner of" the 
•low~r court, a seem.! at the south-east corner of the • 
upper court, a!ld i t_hird o:a tlt.e "eastern side of the 
monas~ry. • • 

• • • 

• 

Srt~ CouRTS. l~ntering by the first of these the visitor finds 
himself" in a large open quadrangle with range!> of 
&mall shrines intended for cult images along its 
s~es, and £.ve moderate-sized shipas, now roofed 
over fo• the sake of protection but formerly sta~d­
in~ expoaed in .t~ open. • All " theRe stupas have 
lost their domes and cylindrical drum~, but their 
square bases are still adorned with crowds of ela­
borate stu~co reliefs disposed in horiantal tiers, 

• 

• • • • 
• 
• 

• and :;
1
;v;!!.:aw;thy of attention. Observe,"m'r&tti­

cular u dha or Bodhisattva images enscolla 
in. niches with attendants at their sides, and the 
l'owt of elephants, lijons o» .A.ltantes in a variety of 

• quai•t, contol"ted postures, supporting the super­
structure above them; and observe, also, on Stupa 
f> 5

, the ~haroshthi inscriptions which gJve the titles 
of the 1mages ani the names M their donors. 
Fdtsr~thi records.of any kin4fl :re ~are in Ind1a, • 
and t es~ are the first that have "een found en-

• ... graved on stftcco reliefs. .A.ll the b~ildings in this 
· • lower court seem to have been erected 't tte 'time 

• • 

• • • 

• when the ~airfStupa was repaired and redecorated 
in ihe early medireval period, and it will be noticed 
that the stonework employed in their construction 
is the semi-ashlar variety. • • 

• 
• • •• 

' • 
• • • 
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• • 'fhe original fabric o£ the Main Stupa itself, MAIN sTCu. 
which stands in the middle o£ the upper cour-t, 
ippears to <fate from l{ushan times, but t~il 
masonry now. vi1l,itle, as well•as the stucco decora-
tion, lJelongs to th~ l::tter re_9aij·s. • On its northern 

• face, a little to the left o£ the• projectiftg steps, 
is a seated Buddha figure with a ci~ylar hole at 
the navel and an ex-voto inscription jn Kharoshthi • 
beneath, recording that it was the gift of one 
Budhamitra, who " delighted in the law " 
(dharma). The hole at the navel was intended efor 
a• suppliant to place Jlis finger in whe:lil offering 
prayers against certain bodil~ ~ilments. .A.r!ong 
the num~rous small and richly decorated stupas 
which are ranged in row~around the m\in structure, 
a sp~al ip.terest attaches to the one on the south side 

.,ii)~Jc is numbered .A.11 in the ...... and possesses • 
a wonderfully · well-preserved Bodhis~re on 
the eastern side of its plinth. 1 The relic-chawber 
in this structure was e~epti011.ally tall and n:rrow, 
and in it w!l!s a miniature stupa M very ~mark- • 
able character. It stands 3 ft. 8 in. high and 
is mode,l~ out of hard lime piast~ £nishJd 
vith blue a:a crimson• eiJ!I!int and! bejewelled 
round the &m~ :ith gems ~f garnet, p iRan, 
lapis-lazuli, ~uamarine, ruby, agate, a~ethyst and 
crystaJ, cut in numerous shapes fmcf arranged in .:;t. • 

variety oT simplet patterns. The workmanship o:&. 
this curious relic casl}et IS unden,ably coarse anl 

' 
1 The ;>rigina 1 of this figure is now in the museum, and 

• has been replaced by a cast on the stiipa.• . • 
• • 

• 

• 

• • • 



134 A GUIDE TO TAXILA 

• 
lJarLaric, ,ut there is a certain quaint charm Pn 
its ilesign as well as in-the bright an~ gauily colour-

ejng of the iulaitl gems. Dow-t the body of Ute • 
miniature stiipa runt a hollow siKtft, at the bottom 
of which were the •rekics thems~lves, hiililen withill. 
a. smalfer copper~gilt receptacle. 

• • 
.At the• back o£ sti:ipa A 11 the Yisitor should 

observe -the ~olossal images o£ the Duddha wh1ch 
adorn the south wall o£ ihe 1tfa in Stilpa. These 
i~ages are of relatively late date (5th century A.D.) 
ani! their boilies are coarsely fashionecl and cu~­
bel-.;ome~ but thejr .heads "~~ich were found lying 
on the floor and have been removed to th~ museum, 
are of fine stucco finished with slip and paint and 
modelled ~itlt both skitJ. and feelinl!, Another 

• small stiip!t in the same ccmt which also"'bl~ 
notice, is~ the west side of the main struc· 
ture. ~t are engravell several more donative 
ins~.-iptions in Khar~shthi.characten~, e.g., on the 
east iace: -SniJhamitrasa Burlhade-v•.~a bhichlmsa 

• da'Y}amuklw " The pious gift of tl1e bhikshu Dudha· 
deva, friend of the holy community ". • ' . . . 

The~e and other • ~five insteJ·iptioiR at Jaulii!D. 
nr"t Woo~ interes-t.ing, since it is c~ar from their 
excellent stay of. preservation cou,led with the 

• ·. ·.exposed positions in which the; occur-.thlft they 
:could not have been en~ravecl mnuy decades before 

the destructton ·and burial oi this ~roup of monu­
me~s ill the 6th century A.D .. ; nnd they thus prove 
that the use oi the Kharnshthi script mi"si have 

• continued on¥ Taxiln. until at least the 5tll century• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

------------·---------------
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-"\.D.-two or t~~ee centuries longer • than has 
hitherto been supposed. • • 

• • We shall nowtreturn to the lower court an<l•MoN.!.STEnY. 
make our way to -lht ~onastery on j.ts eastern side . 

.Just outside and to the left'h:Pnd of the entrance • • is a small chapel containing a singularly beautiful 
group of stucco figure!, the best }Hese;~d of their 
killd that have ever been unearthetl m ludia (Pl. 
XXII). 1 In the centre is seated the Buddha in 
the attitude o:£ meditation (dl1yiina-mudrii), with a. 
st•ndiug Buddha to his right and left and. t~·o 
attenuant figures behi!td. Of the latter, • the .one 
to the lef~ canies the fly-whisf- l~lwur,i), the other 
is the Vajrapii!li holding the thunderbolt in his 
lc:f'~ hand.. On the cenl!\-al image ar~ still traces 
of ~ and black paint and o£ the gold leaf 
~1 which it, and doubtless the ~!!ures also, • 

were once bedecked. ~ 
•• 

In plan and elevatio~, the ~onastery at J auliali, 
though slightly smaller, closely resembled tfte one • 
at Mohrt Morftdu (pp. 121-125). 'rhere was the 
Rame open•quavrangle with ranges of ~lls on ils 
ft:~ur sides; the ~m' square•~pression in the middle 
of the quaflr~ngle; the same ~all bathro~ 'lfllthe 
corner of th:.latter; the same Hall ot-Assembly; 
and i111e ~me J,itchen, refectory, storeroom, etc.,,·~ 
l!rouped on the ~!stern side of the Court of Cells.~ 
The disposition of these variou•s ~arts of the 

. 
1 T'ha original figures have been removed to the museum 

• a1'd replecod, in the chapel, by viaster cnsts. 

• • • • 

• 

' -~ 

• • • 
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alc.oves in front o£ '?me of the cells. The~e figures 
are as follows : -

• 
• Alcove in fr!nt ~ Celll.-Image o£ Buddha in • 

• { ?) teaching attit11<le, seated dh throne supported • 
aJ corners by kneelin~ Atlante~. .on•each side, two 
attendant figures, of which the front ones art badly 
damaged. Of those bel.ind, the one to ~e left of 
the Buddha is a female wearing hair ornaments and 

• • 
wreath; the other, to his right, is probably a male, 
having his hair adorned with a simple fillet and 
me~allion. The free-flowing draperies of tlte 
central figure are worth~ of ~tice. • 

• 
In front. of Cell 2, now removed to the museumt. 

-Buddha seated in dhyana-mrudra on throne. To 
his :t-ight, four figures, o~which the fr~t one, of 
lar.g-~may be the donor, with his wife (a 
~ smaller figure) beside him~hind, is a • 
standing robed figures, of which only the lowl!t part • 
survives, and above it a small seated Buddha, netfl::h 
mutilated . T~ his left,. in f:r:~nt, tpe figure of a 
monk, corresponding to the donor on the opposite • 
side. Be~ind, a monk erect and in the attitude • 

• of prayer, !ind,e above him. ~dra (?) l!olding * 
• :fl.j-whisk ( chq.ur~ i• his ri~t hand and wearing 

a jewelled h~d-dress, armlet~ etc. Tije41ft-'s 
:figure bears tr~es of gilt. Much dami-ged by white • 
ants. • • • ~ 

In front of Cell 17.-In centre,• seaJ;e·d Buddha • 
in teaching attitude. To hiil right and left, in 
front, .lower parts of two standing figures; male 

• • • 
• • • • 

• 
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to r. and female to 1. Behindfhem, remnants. of 
other sm!ller figures. 

In front of Cell 2f/, now removec4 to the m1tse1tm. 
•.-In centre, Bud<lha stan<linf, prohuhly in f.he • 

nlJ!wyn-rnudtti. orsubonli_nat; figures to right anc.l 
left, t~ere appe~r•td'1w"e been twehe, lmt sever:tl 
of them have perished. Of the surviving ones, the 

• most strilfling is the male :!Tgure of medium size to 
the right o"t the Buddha, wearing tunic to knees, 
trousers with buttons for laring, omamental belt and 
cap. 'fhe chess and bearded hea<l, of a peculiarly 
a!stinctive type, clearly prove him to be a forei~er 
(Pl. )tXIll). Between •thiR figure nntl the 
Buddha is a st!Jarler figure with lou~ robe and 
ornaments. To left of the nu(l db a, a standing 
figure prol.bly of a monif, wearin~ sanchii.i. •The 
other figures are much mutilatec1. ~ • 

• Apart fr~e ,-alnahle light '\\hich these~ 
• the oft.e"!" reliefs at .TauliJii throw on the history 

of otje Inclo-Afghan Schoo~ they ara invested with 
pecul~ar inter~st by reasan of thiir teehniq1w. 

• Clay, of rourse, lws always l>een recognised as the 
best pofsihle medium for modelling-far better, • *deed, a•d more ec~nojlical than lime plnRter, and 
durable. enou!!h, so l~ng as i• i~ p~rter.ted hy •n 
ro~--~t. doome<l• rnpi(llv to f:¥1 to pieces 
m; soon as l;t'lin is n<lmittetl to i~ It was for 

~this rea~on thnt ~n the. <leroration ~f !nriP.?t 
emonasterres an<l stttpn~. ltme-pf.'l~fer was ttsed Ill 

expoae(l po~ition~. (·lay frequentl~r in Rheltered 
one~ Despite f11e fad, l>nWP\"Pr. that rln:v must 
1nYe l1ecn used quite ns extensiYely ns pln.1h;:r, and 

• • • , 
• 

• 

• 
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far more so than jtone, not a single fig'ie of clay 
h:.s hitherto been found in the North-West of India~ 
o.ud, indeed, hid it not beef! for the heat of the 
firjl which overtoo1 the buildings at J auliiiii and•• 
which " ·as fierce ~tn011gh to c:r1vert. some of these 
clay figures into te~ra~otta, 'aot Q single e>ne of 
t!1em could ha-ve been presen-eJ to 11s .• It is thia 
same fortunate circums~J.nce that e.xplai~ wl1y the 
clay: figures have perished so much more completely 
in the chapels o£ the stiipa area than inside or in. 
the immediate vicinity of the monastery-the re~­
son being thaf the chapels had but a single storey 
nn3 a small expanse flli ro'M, and consequenOy 
there was much less wood to ~u!-n than in the 
monastery with its double storey and broad veran­
dahs. and, as a consequence, the heat in 1!he chapel& 
was not ~at enough to turn the clay into 
terraCotta. - • ., 

That the fire referred to above took place not 
earlier than the fifth century A.D., is to be infe~~d 
f1·om various minor antiquities•£ounlj in the ~Us, 
among which • were a burnt carnelian seal en­
graved with the words Sri /(uld'!:aradase in Brahmi. 

• • ch::l.l'acters o~ t~ Gupta alf.e, _und a bi~h bark 
·ma..~uscript 1 also lin .Brfthmi \Jf the same 1e1~. 

• The latter, whi~h is the first ma1'luscript o• t!re !'inu 
to be discoverllil in any excavation •n India, is 
unfortu•ate~ sadly damaged by fire, but £rom the • 
fragments whieh rr-Jtain it appears i,p have been a • 
Sanskrit Buddhist text, written largely• in metre . 

• • 

• ' . 1 Found in Cell 29. 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
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Among t~ other antiquities founa in the monastery 
were over 200 coins, mainly of· debased Kushalto­
Sasanian types, refe!able to the Jourth or fifth 

••century, many iron~ails, hingf', and other im~'.l· 
ments, copper ~rnaments, terrac<1ttas and numerous 
potterijS, incl u~i:rfg • the s~ve~al large store j a:w 
that are sti}l to be seen in some of the cells. 

• • 
• 

• BHALLA~ STUPA • 

• 
• Ano~her imP,ortant gn~p of Buddhist remains • • that has been partly excavated, is at the Bhallar 

Stiipa, to which reference has been made on p. 72. 
These I'en111ins occupy ~ commanding positiQil on 
the last spur of the SarQ.a hill, whiclrl m~ the 
Haro Valley o~he north, and are situated a t~ 
side of the Havelian Railway, about 5 miles from 
T~::tila Station and hal£ a mile north of the Haro 
rive~ (Pl. XliV). • The •most convenient way to 
reach the stiipa is Ly means of a trofley, which can 

.sometimes be obtained from the Taxila Railway 
-Btation. • The out~ar<l journey, ~hi®. •is mainly 
clown ehill, takes a~ut 40 illiautes, the retlirn • 
.... h • • 
Journ~ «»'er an oor. • 

Accordin~ to Hsiian Tsang/ th8 Bhallar Stupa 
• was originally built by the Em,peror Moka-to com-
• memorate .the. spot where Buadha in a previous 

, . 
1 (]f. Beal. Buddhist Records of the Westert~- World, 

Vol. I, p. 188. • 1 • • 

• • 

• 

• 
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e~~.istence 1 had m:de an offering of his h;ad, but i.f 
ever Asoka erected a monul!lent here, no trace o£ 
it. is now disc~vell'ble. The existing stiipa datei• 

._ b~k no further t!an the eti'iy medireval period. 
J~ike the Kunala Sttpa on tni 8p~;site sid~ of the 
valley, it stood on a lofty oblong base, ascended 
on its eastern side ~ a broad fligl!i. of steps. 
The body of the superstructure abo,.e this base, 
coiisisted, as usual, of a drum and dome sur­
mounted by one or more umbrellas. The drum, 
which is strikingly high in proportion to tte 
dilmeter of the monu~nt, ~as divided into six or • seven tiers, diminishing in si.te "from the bottom 
upwards !\nd decorated with rows of decadent 
Corinthian pilasters, Iriizes and dentil cornices. 
'J'he no~n half of the stiipa has entirely fallen, 
and~his side the relic chamhwlo, which was set • 

~ 4ifiear the top of the drum, is now exposed to view. 
In the courtyard of the stiipa, numerous chi:rtels 
and other monuments t.ave l!een excavated, and 
some massive•walls of a spacious inonastery•have • 
come to light on the east of the courtyard. It was 
in this ·~na~tery, says Hsiian Tsaiig, th~ 

• l\Jlmaralabdha, .the foun<f~ •of the Sau~rantika 
• School, compesed hi~ treatises, Jtnd in the ~m.rd 

of the stfipa~that a miracle tool!: ""la~e not long • 

• • • • 
'Cf. J>iv. XXrl, pp, 314-328. I:ne th1t particular • 

existence the Bodhisattva was Cha.ndraprabha, and Taxila 
was the city of Bhactras1H, over which he ruled. • O~th& 
spot w'l,ere the Bhnlbr Stupa now stands, there may once 
have b~n a stiipa. of a hero Chandraprnbha, whose c1tlt 
~·as su ~nently absorbed into 13uddbism. • 

• • • 

• • ,. .. 
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• before hi~ time. A woman affiicted with lepriSy 
came to worship at the stiipa and, finuing the court 

•. nll covered with litter ani! yirt~, proceedetl . to 
cleanse it and to sca~er flowers 1!1·ound the builUi,pg. 
Thereupon he/ le~r<l.Sy left" he! and her beauty was 

~ • r • 

• • 

restoreu. 

• 
• • 
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(" Fir~ Str~et " in plan,_ ~l. XXV) ruining 
between them and. divided one from another by 
narrower streets and lanes. ~n their general I 
plan these buildi.gs are mu~ more irregular• tha, 
those laid ~are. in the •PaPl;hian town of Sirkap, 

• • 

and• they differ t from them in other feattlres 
also, p~llticularly in the ~onstruction of their walls. 
Although the masonry on both sites is rubble, ou 
the Blur ~ound it is noticeably more " rantlom '· 
in character, yet withal more compact, the com-

• pactness frequently being due to a soft, binding 
shall\ used for filli.Pg the interstices betwe~ the • ~arger stones.. • 

Among other features charactet-istic of the 
buildinW~ on the Bhi:r. Mound, but not present in • 
those of Sirkap, may be noticed the pillars of 
rubble masonll!'" in some of the rooms, and tl?e inanv 
narrow circular, or occasionally square, wells. ~ 
Jormer were evidently intended for the support 0£ 
t.te roofs and usunlly s&nd near the centre of the 
ro8m, thoug'h smp.etimes near onE!' or other of the 
walls. The wells were designed, not foi· the draw-

• ing of. water, but as soak-wells for ih~ disposal of 
sewa1e. This it ~ident no~· only from. the 
~rowness of th~ir shafts, ~hich evary from 2 ft.• 
to 3 ft.•6 in. in diameter, and fltm the fact that 
the mason!y of the walls is carri:~OWJ1t no more 
than 13 or 14 ft. below the •urface, but from the 
discovery. tUt two of the welts were packed with 
a~bers of earthen vessels-all turned upside 
down and obviously laid with great car&, just as 
earthenwar: vessels, kerosene tins and ·lin.J like ~I'e• 

---------•-----~~·~-----------·---~------ • 
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used in modern soal-pits, their purpose ~ing to 
prev:nt the pit or weii from coL!jtpsing, while at the 

1 same time not enterfering with the soaking-in • 
~roc~ss of the sewage\ From1o~ of the two wells • 

in question, 164 vessel\ w~re~aken. out: 60 broken 
.anti 104 intact-comprising gltara~, catis, 'Iotas, 
.coolers and pots of various other formi. These 
vessels :filled the shaft of 'he well to a depth of 12 
ft. 7 •in. below the masonry; that is, tt> a depth 
'{)f Rorrw 25 ft. from the surface. Below that point 
the digging was carried several feet further, ~ 
no ~tsherds or other antaWJJes were foun<i> nor 
were there any signs of t e soil Fe; having bee• 
disturbed before. Another kind of soak-well was 

• rliscovered in the block of buildings east of S~cond 
Street•and south of Lane :r. It resemblerl certain 

• soak~wells in Mesopotamia and was constructed of 
..._ge earthen jars set one above th~ other, with a 

hole in the bottom of each. 
•• 

• • 
Some 200 ya,.ds to the north-~est -of the greup 

'Of ruins described above, is a complex of buildings 
containing ftn.oblong hall (59 ft. by 24 ft.), with • 
three square pe~estals do~ •its middle. The . ~ . . 

•foundations of -the room are of the usuallubble 
masonry and a~ standing to a height o:r about 4 
it. 9 in .• Th~tedestals, which are alto of rubble 
surmounted by roug• slabs of limestone, served no 
doubt as the foundations of wood~n flillars to 
support the roof. The slabs of the two outsiG.e 
pedestalfi were much calcined and damaged by" fire, 
:sb,pwing ,tl.at the building was burnt 1own. 

• • 

• 
• 

• 
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• 
f occupation of Ta.xila, as the -me when this jewel­
' lerJ was burie•u. Another and more Yaluable • 

hoard, which was £~~H1 in ~~contl stratum 11ear • 
the eastern limits of tht! excav::tl~us~ is some two • • 

• 

• 

generations older. It contained, • hesi<les •o1hcr 
articles, a gold and sihE¥" necklace autl l'~Gi sih·er 
coins. Of the latter, two nre tetradmchms of 
Alex"anuer the Great, one a staler • of Pl1ilip 
Aritlmus, nJHl the remainder punch-marl\etl coins of 
various shapes und sizes. L _,. • ---- . 'See A. S. R., Ul24-25, pp. 4i..8 .and Pl. IX. • 

• 
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Acno:aous .-(Gr.=high city.) The citadel or .highest part. 
of n Greek city, usual.ly situated on au cmiucuce 
commanding the rest of the town. 

A.-.;r.r. .-Pi!asters terminating tltc side walls of 1. cl~ 
~ilding . 

APsE.-T:ae termination of n~ing, circular, ml!Jtan.,.u­
lar or semi-circular in plan, with n dbmical or \'aultld 
roof. 'l'hl term was first applied to a Roman basilica. 

• AncBITRAVE.-The beam or lowest dil'ision of the cntabla­
tu'l·e, which rests immediattly on the caJun~. 

'- 4alpt.An.-Squared stonework in regular courses, in contra-
._ distinction to rubble work. • 

ArLA:STEs.-Sculptured figures of meri used in place of 
coluuws or pilasters, supporting or seeming to support 
a mass abo,·e them. Fci .. ale figures used ior tl!e selle 
purpose are jnowal ns Caryatid~. 

D.\LUSTEn.-A small pillar supporting.n h:uidrail or co~ing, 
the whole bt:iug ca!Jed a bulustt·ado. 

DAnmcAx.-.fn ~utwork intended to defend the entrance to 
n castle or for!lficd town. ' • • • 

• B01!BJSATTVA.-Sje x!\Igce<!2, footnote 1. • 
CANTHAnus.·-A t'jo-haa1dled drinking cup of Gr~~nttcrn .-

0AvErro.-A sm~·concave moulding. • 
CoPJ:o>o.Jfhe ~ping of n wall or balustrade. 

• • 

CounEL.-A block pao~cting from a w:ij1 to support II· .. 

superincumbent weight. • 

-.. 
• 

ComncE.-.ln Gt·eek arclJitecturc, the· l1ighest pnrt of the 
ental!laturc resting on the frieze; uny mouldt!d p~o-

• jection• which crowns the pnrt to 'l'hich it is affixed. 
Uald.,t!J cornice, u cornice incliniug hom Jile ho1·izoutul. 
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MA.nlBHlRATA. -The gr~ Sanskrit Epic of India, the 
• theme of which is the war be.,een the sons of Kuru 
-. ~md the sons o~Pa.ndu. It consists of 18 books and is 
~ commonly attribute\to the r,&e Vyii.sa. • • 

NANDII'ADA.-' Footpril~t . f .N·i~' a d4Wice frequently 
• found on ancient coins and suppo~d to represflt the 

footprint of a bull. • 
OoEE.-A moulding or arch,. of which the cune n~sembles 

the cyma reversa (q.v). • 
PEDIMENT.-'l'he triangular t ermination of tll.e roof of & 

classic temple; in Gothic architectur~ called the 
"gable." 

PERVTERAL.-An edifice surrounded by a range of colu~ 
PERISTYLE.-A range of col~urrounding a ""urt or-

temple. • • 
PILASTER.-A ~quare pillar projecting from a wall. 

• Pa&.DA.KSHD:<A.-A ceremonial act performed by walking 
r~nd a stupa or other sac~d edifice from l.ft to right. 

'- ~Ail:RIT.-The vernacular dialect of ancient .India. The 
._ · various forms of Prakrit are close]p allied to literary 

Sanskrit. • 

PYXIs.-A Greek jewel box. • 
REPouss:E.-.A style of orna~:!entati<9b in metal, raise! in 

relief by haftlmering from behind. • 
• RIDGE-ROOF.-A raised or peaked roof. 

• 
Rococo.-.A ec!Ej)ased variety of ornament, in which the 

• decorative devites lack go~ t¥te and me!ning. • 
• Sut...:....(Skr.). ~ w~owe who immolates herself •n the 

funeral pyre of her husband. • 
SATRAP .-(Kshat~a) Viceroy or Governor of •a province. 

The J.itle Vf1S originally a Persian ohe. • 
ScoTIA.-A concave m~lding used principally in the bases 

of columns and "iValls. • •. 
SoFFIT.-The underside of any architectural ~ember. 
STEATITE.--A stone commonly known as soap-stone.. ' 

Sjil'rA.-~e• p. 37, footnote 1. 

' · Ton.qr.L- A gateway of Indian design. • 
• • •• • 
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Tonu!l.~A con:e:s: moulding udprincipally in the• bases 
of columns. • • • 

• • Tnii!.\T:-;A.-(S/.: r.) "Th( jewels." A trident-like ~evic.,r 
used to symbolise'"t triait~ Duddhism. Sco p. 44, 
footnote 1• • lr -

• • 

UNIF!tcTAr. .-A lalr~ iw~d of arci~:tic statnarv in ti ro r~und 
which is conc~iverl hy the sculptot• in o'ne aspect only1 
in ~tradistinction to • the pJurif:wial stntnnry or 
deYeropcd art, w'hiclt is conce i\·ed simultaneously in all 
its aspects, i .e., in its thr·ee <limensions. • 

Usn~ISR.A .-A protuberance on tho crown of Bnddhn's hend 
-one of the marks of a grea·t man ( = muhU. pnrnshu.) . 

...... R&PA:~o-(S/.:r.) 'Bearer of the thunderbolte An 
nti endant on tlte ~· whose identity is uncertain. 

• 

"elsn~u Pun.\:::A .-.One o£ tho IS I'uriil}ne, which den ! with 
r-reation. witlt ·the genea logies of J!ods 111\rtd patri:rrcha 
nnd with thll rl~nnstic~ of kings. The dynastic history • 
given in t he VisMw PJfTG'IJa extends to the rise. of ~he 
Impei, nl Guptas in tJie 4th century A.D • 

VoLUTE.-The scroll or !!piral in Ionio 11nd CorintW.U 
capitals. • · .,._ 
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