ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

At the outset, I must express my deep sense of gratitude to my supervisor, Dr. Sushma
Rohatgi for her patient, methodical and scholarly guidance in shaping my research
imagination and seeking it through its conclusion and logical end. It was her keen
interest in my work and sustained pressure, combined with love and affection that

gave me rare incentive and momentum to carry on and complete this work.

I feel equally privileged to recall the genuine inspiration and elderly encouragement
that I received from Dr. D. Chakraborty, Reader, Deptt. Of Political Science,
University of North Bengal.

I am very much obliged to Dr. P. Rohatgi, Reader, Deptt. Of Geography, Calcutta

University for her help and encouragement.

I take this opportunity to express my gratefulness to the Principal and Staff,
Kalimpong College, for their love, affection, inspiration and constructive

encouragement to me for the completion of this study.

I would like to express my indebtedness to the honorable ex-Vice Chancellor,
University of North Bengal, Dr. P.K. Saha, present Vice-Chancellor, the Registrar, the
Development Officer and other dignitaries of the University of North Bengal for

providing me the opportunity to pursue this work.

I am also grateful to innumerable scholars and researchers whose path-breaking
observation- published and unpublished referred to in this study helped me understand
and analyze my research problem. Without their significant contributions it would not

have been possible to complete this work.

I extend my thanks to the Librarian and staff of the Central Library, the University of
North Bengal; National Library, Kolkata; the British Council Library, Kolkata;
Census Library, Kolkata; District Library, Maldah, Central Library, Siliguri College
and many other district libraries of North Bengal for making available the needed

books, periodicals, journals and important materials with promptness and care.

I



The supportive love and care of my husband and all family members are particularly

responsible for successful pursuit of my endeavors.

I would like to thank Mr. Gopal Ch. Mandal, Lecturer in Economics, Kalimpong
College for his excellent advice and insightful comments during the course of thesis

writing.

Above all, I am grateful to all the sample respondents, their family members and
villagers of my survey area for receiving me in the midst with cordially and great

warmth at the time of my field survey.

SHlofo

Samhita Mandal



