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"His personality is completely revealed in his poems,
which are the unconscious expression of his soul, the
outpourings of his devotional heart, and the revelation
of his poetic consciousness, His writings must and do
certain suggestions of his intellectual creed. Though

poetry is not philosophy, it is possible for us to
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F) "Tagore is a fascinating subject for study because he
himself was fascinated by everytning under the sun.
"Looking back", he recalled, "on childhood's days the
thing that recurs most often is the mystery which used
to f£ill both liie and world ... It was as if nature held
something in her closed hands and was similingly asking
us s 'what d' you think I have ?' what was impossible for
her to have was the thing we had no idea of." He never
ceased to wonder at the ipgymense variety of things to be
found in ngture's hands, or to be enchawted by the possi-
bility of the next days surprise, and the next, and the

next LN “28
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\8. Mary M Lggo, Rabindranath Tagore, Twayne Publishers,
Boston 1976, Chapter-4{ The other Tagorey Page-115.
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hIt is important now that he be considered, and
reconsidered, in the roles in which he saw himself.
He is a literary figure, not a sociological model,
although his experience and his works illuminate
Indian Social history. The west Knew him only briefly
and imperfectly. A renewed if belated effort to know

him more fully would provide its own rewards." e

nTagore was above all a poet of course. He was thinker’
tooy not of sorts but of a Pretty high sort. 4nd strangely
enough he was a man of action of no mean dimension in the
fields of education, politics and social reform. Some
maintain that it is difficult for a poet to be a thinker,
and Vice-versa. RBven more obvious is the incompatibility
between the dreamy poet and the vigorous social reformer
or the practical maj who devotes a good part of his work-
ing hours to the exacting, irritating dull chores involved
in running a big educational institution. Yet the call of
action in various fields again and again came into conflict
with the call of quiet, serene contemplation and its

expression in art. That too is action, and action of

Q.

Mary M Hago/Rabindranath Tagore/Chapter 5/ conclusion
: The Inescapable Man/Page-147.
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a strenuous kind, though most of us (including Tagore
himself) are apt to regard intellectual or artistic
activity as a truancy from the demands of social duty.
This conflict is a§ recurrent theme in Tagore's poetry,
expressed in his earlier poetry as a determination to
return to the world of action from the intoxicating
embrace of the muse ("Turw Me Back to work" in Chitra)
and in the poetry of nis last phase as a sad realisation
of faliure to have participated in the heroic tast of
building the good society in the teeth of all the demonic

forces."k%
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We. Abu Sayeed gyyub/Tagore's Quest/Papyrus/gpril 1980/
Introductory Is that your delight/ Page-4-5.
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"Rabindranath is a follower of this "Manasa Veda", and
thus he spiritually belongs to one family with those
seekers after truth who in ancient India had followed
and realised this veda of their inner mind. This is why
in Rabindranath's literature one so often meets with
ancient ideas and truths which seem to have taken therein

a new birth in our own age.'m’
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