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Rise of a clity in early times wabd @ rare @vente.
Since then urbanigation nas become a com; inuous process,
affact ing the socicty as a whole. 78 such, urbanizetion
and its verious facets hove drawn the attention of thinkers
and observers of 1lilfe. dystemetic studies of the phenomencn,
however; nhave started only recentlye

The studices of urbanization have been undertaken in
the different parts of the glebe by researchers belonging
to varied disciplines - the historiana, geographers,
dewbgraphwrs, gsoeiologists, anthropologists, economista,
political scientists, urban planncrs, snd so one 7 such,
the process of urbanization, like the proverbial elephent,
has been viewed differently by the Xesearchers from different
;:ex:épectiv;:.zs. 7o the urbsan soclologists and anthropologists
‘urbeanism® appears to be an isportant concern in the study
of the procegs of urbanisstione It connctes a way of }.:Lf@,
dist inct from that of the villoges. It sffecis the social
relatichs and seclal interacticons, bringing about a dynamism
in the urban goclety. This in its t.um‘, ‘creatc‘:s relationships
of dominmc_:@ and dependence between centres of human sectle-
mente But the a;;narnism, under changing sacsio.gzmlit:ical and
technological conditilons, moulds end unmoulds the deminafce-

dependence xolationghips, and, as a result, the cities rise
and £all «e- primatizastion and depriaatization take place. It

is in this context that this tezseamh. is of relevaice.
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My interest in the subject developed quite gradually
as a concomitant to My various assigaments in the fields of
urban planning and te_aching of urban gociolojgye. This study,
therefore, 15 an outcome of prelonged pondering. Finally,
when the specifle areé'of query was settled upon, I started
collecting data £rom both primery and sccondary SOUrcess
Thus, the nature of data vary quite a bit in the cases of
individual touns studied.

Other than consulting the docurented sources, mv £irst
"probss in the fl.eld was st Jalgair_guri towne The help received
xrom the Demtv Comrvus ionur, uhri G. Balagopal and the
Chairman thca t‘iunicinal*’ty, nhri Lol Lum,ar Hen, must be
thankfullv acimowledge,d in t.hia cont_eaxt:. The £ield=work et
AJalpa:lguri helpead me to vis a:zalize; and organize tha research
cies:i.qn. i’aate..r on k4 have re.cc.A.vad help £rom msny othex:s ok
cther urbaa c:entre..a oi Horth ben_jal, all of whom cannok
| posa:!.bly b@ namsti indiviriuallv, but I do reuomber them with
nosstalgia- ::md grat it:ude. | |

 There are o%:herés, to whom I owe grest debt, ond which
mist be ac%’nwledged in thdis context. 'uroFessoz‘ Bela bLatta

(rupta advised mnd c,n&wragaé me ;m rhila reseaarch from 198

o dete and whose inilumce on my WOk gan naver bea overstated.

I am fox:ev:zx: mc:lebaed to her, not eanly for thea patient guidance,
but alsc: for her quiet marne.r OF teaahing, some of which, I

hc;pca, I have bc.:@ﬂ eble to. imo:lb.s.
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I am thankful to my students in the North Bengal
University, wne have indizectly helped me to concretize some
of my ideas i:hrouéh glass lectures and guildence of thelr
f£ield.uorks Of these, Shrl Sahjay Roy end. Dre TeBe Subba,

“who are now my colleagues, deserve special fention. Shrl Roy
has agcompanicd me in. some of @y f£ield-trips and has helped
me in numerous WaysS. Dre Subba has provided ma with soms
papers ami‘ information on the hill towns Of*'. Nozth Benigal,
which I could not personslly visit due to recent disturbances
in the hill areas Gf 'Darjeeling_dist:rict. I have been siso
ben@fiﬁi{eﬂ thi‘ngh dizgcussions with both of them. |

The others who have beueﬁitf;ed we by their aiscussions
and insight are Dy, Sudhendu Mulherjee, Dr, Shardit Bhownlk,
Profe Selle Chaube, Dre Rebe HMukherjee and last but not the
least, Vrof. NeCs Choudhury, who also happens teo be my husband.
1 am thankiul to all of them. I must accept full responsibility,
hce.‘;evér, for t‘né analyéis and interpretation of data coatained
herelie

I also take thils opportunity to extend my thanks to
Shri Hanoj Chakraborty, who has typed t;h?:s thesis in a rugh.

| Finally, I shall go amisy, £ 1 do not mentlon my
children, who suffcered my negiigence snilingly and const atk ly
urged me to £inish g worke Special thanks are due to thems
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