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Preface

While reading this thesis, one may realise that, it has been neither
written by a sociologist nor by an engineer, but by a Socio-Engineer. It is the
combination of different fields of practice that allows interesting stand points

and perspectives in this thesis.

Redressal of poverty is attempted by usage of appropriate local level
technologies in the study area, that is, Jalpaiguri district. The local level
technologies have been so identified, for these are suitable to adopt
effectively. These local level technologies are helpful in improving the work
or yield, which would be directly affecting the Income of local people,
Quality of life, Welfare of marginalised sections including Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes people, Women empowerment, Alternative livelihood
etc. But it is strongly believed that these two elements namely Poverty and
Technology can be better interfaced through people’s organisations in

their respective areas of functioning.



What 1 mean people’s organisation is that a few number or may be
bigger number of people, whether able bodied or not, form certain functional
groups to take up an economic and / or social activity in such a way that it
may result in the positive side of the factors such as income etc. The
appropriate local level technologies are better absorbed to increase the income
level and to alleviate poverty to a larger extent. In this thesis, the poverty
pockets have been broadly identified by evolving a backwardness index based
on certain absolute parameters and the appropriate local level technologies
have been delved upon in the area of study. It has also been attempted to
analyse the functioning of various people’s organisations in the study area and
for drawing conclusions, a matrix has been framed showing interface of these
three major elements that is Poverty, Technology and People’s

Organisations and their Interface on happy parameters.

I have also attempted to reflect on certain areas, which I came across
during this research. As a result of this, I have tried to combine different fields
of knowledge; what initially appeared to be the technical one, when placed in
sociological context to address a particular major problem i.e. poverty,
resulted in some interesting new insights and the same is presented vividly in

this thesis.
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