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Gfar oy ,* The echief Hindu castes are those chamscteristic of
Central and West Bengal, with the exception of the cheins, The
latter have a limited geographleal distribution, the only other
places where they are numerous being Malda, and Bihar, They are
en economically beckward caste, whose ogoupations are mainly
cultivetion end lsbour,” >’
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Nr. Magrathy C.5.y in treating of the castes of that Province

(Bengal), states that the Chains are chiefly boatmen and fishere

men, like the sSinds, snd that, in his cpinion, they do not

deserve the bed neme which attaches to them, "’
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