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“To 3tim who is in love with Nature
I'n communion with her visible forms
She speaks in various Languages”.

This small childhood fascination of mine brought me into a short journey — a journey to get a httle more
acquainted with a small group of beautiful trees that occurs far and wide throughout the Northem hemisphere
faving spread across along three major direction from its point of Origin in the south west China.

In course of this study I have had the opportunity to meet and came across a lot of people who fave is some
way or the other contributed to help me successfully complete the journey. It is thus , both through gratitude

and a sense of being highly privileged that I wish to bestow upon my gratefulness .

I, first and foremost extent my deepest gratitude to my research Supervisor ©r. Abhoy Prasad Das, Professor
of Botany, University of North Bengal, who acquainted me with the problem of my research and rendered
-constant guidance through both happy and difficult moments to see me successfully complete this work, He
lifted me when I was down and this shall afways remain engraved somewhere deep within me for the rest of my
days. Not onfy did Prof. Das guide me , and constantly encouraged me but was a source of constant advice
and inspiration. I also remain indebted to his wife who fas abways remained a’ ,Motherly’ figure during my
stay in the Campus and as I return Isﬁall'canymtﬁmetﬁefmdmemonesqftliexrtwosmwﬁofmdlj;
addressed me as ‘Raky’.

I wish to thank afl the Faculty members of the Depattment of Botany N.BYU, Prof ®.KBasy,
Prof B.N.Chiakyaborty, Or. V. Chakaborty, r. A.Saka. Dr. R.Chaksaborty with a special mention for Dr.
A.Sen for their kind co operation and help that they rendered during my stay at the campus.

My fife in the Hostel would kave been difficult and lonely and difficult fad it not been for the constant
companionship of fellow scholars who were abways helpful and friendly. At this juncture I wish to thank Or,
Achintya Samanta, Dr. Manzur Kadir, Dr. .C.Rai who were the semior scholars though younger in years. In
the ®lant taxonomy Laboratory. I also thank, Sri Puskar, Lecturer in Nepali, Siligun College, Sri. Raj Kumar
Chettri, along with my students like ranay Bantawa, Rashi Rai, with special mention of Sri Upakar Rai who
often accompanied me during field trips. Upakar has been the most helpful being constantly ther whenever 1
needed him. I also thank the others likg Chandra Ghosh, Shika Mandal, Bidlrya Sharma, Suman Nirola and the
others who were a constant source of kelp in the laboratory. I cannot but espress my deep gratitude to Sri
NawinSingha for the cheer and help in the laboratory.

@rof- Chandra and Or Mrs. Swati from the Bose Institute fave helped giving me time even in, although theirs
is one of the most busy schedules. For this I remain lighly indebted. I thank the Director, CNH who felped me

during my stay there for carrying out identification works

Sri C.B.Rai the ex Principal of St. Joseph's College, needs special mention, for the encouragement and the
necessary arrangements fie made so that I could join research under the F.1@: I also thank the present Principal
Fr. R.J. Victor S for his support and encouragement. I must thank Dr. S. Dutta the O.0, Univ. of North
Bengal for taking personal initiatives during the sanction of the F1.L.

I thank, Or. T Bhutia the CCF , along with afl my friends and well wishers like Dr, N.K Pradhan,
Dr.R,B.Bhujel, Dr.Jyopti Prakask, Tamand, Sushma Tamang, Sri Rajendra Pradhan (Bhanij) to name but a
few for the encouragement that they and their family gzwe me during the difficult phases. The have been a
source of constant inspiration.



My family needs special mention. I cannot but thank my parents, Mr, and Mrs ®.Lama, my sisters Indira,
Sangita and Nima along with their family who has afways been ready source of help and encouragement. The
children Darshanam, Madlurima, Menlum and Vivek, I say that the good kind Lord kas heard you constant
prayers and now 1 shall be there to compensate for the time I was out during the tenure of my research.

My wife- managing both the home and the college fronts on her own must have been very difficult. She fas
made extreme sacrifice to see that I somefow complete the work that 1 have endeavoured to undertake. I cannot
but say that no amount of words on printed papers shall be really be able to express my gratefulness and love.

As I stand today I am reminded of Fr. %Wunn.sy Father ! I've finalty completed my thesis. ‘Wztlioutﬁzsfre[p
and support I may or may not have seen through school.

' The numerous villagers, shepherds and inn Rgepers at high altitudes who afways welcomed you with ospitality
- lelping me through difficult times I say I'm grateful and fonoured to have made acquaintance with these
simple folks with such big fiearts.

I express my thanks to the U G C f funding this Research ®roject under the F..1.° programme and maKing it
available for me.

Countless names may have been missing form this fist but to them I say that though they names may not be fiere
. on paperthey shall always remain in my heart.

. Today I sand awe stricken for I fad chosen the genus Acer for its beauty. What am I to say now that the fittle
bonsai that adorns my sitting room. has an ancestraf fistory being one of those first angiospermic plants to fave
onginated evolved during the cretaceous having reached the peak during the m Mioecene. It often saddens me
to think that some of them may be lost forever through the activity of man.
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