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"czo :Jltm wfw is in fove witli !Nature 
In communion Witli liervisibfe forms 
Slie spea/(J in varimts Lan{JuaiJes~ 

rzTiis smaff chiftffwod foscinatum of mine 6roU1Jiit me ittto a sliort joumey - a journey to net a littfe more 
acquaintetf witfi a smaff oroup uf 6eautifuf trees tfiat occurs far and wilfe tliniugfiout tlie J{ottliem liemispliere 
liavino spread across aUmo tfiree major direction from its point of Ofioin in tfie soutli west Cliina. 

In course uf tliis sttuf;y I /iave lim£ tfie opportunity to meet ant£ came across a fot of peopfe wfio lia:ve is some 
way or tfie otfier contri6utetl to fiefp me successfully compfete tlie journey. It is tlius I 6otft tftroUIJft oratitude 
and a sense of 6eino fiiofify privikoed tfiat I wisfi to ~estow upon my orateJufness . 

I I first aw£ foremost ~t my deepest oratitude to my research Supervisor CJ)r. Jl61ioy fJ?rasad CJ)asl fJ?rofessor 
of CBotanyl Vniversity of fN"ottfi tBenoa! wfio acquainted me witfi tlie pro6fem of my researcfi and rentferetf 

·.constant guUfance tliroUIJfi 6otfi liappy ant£ aifjicuft moments to see me successfully compfete tliis "WD1t He 
lifted me wfien I was down and tftis sfiall afways remain eno~avetf somewfiere deep witliin me for tfie rest of my 
tfays. !Not onfy auf fProj. (/)as ouide tnJ1 1 am{ constantly encouraued me 6ut was a source of constant atfvice 
aw£ inspiration. I afso remain i1llfe6ted to (lis wife wfto Ftas afways n:mainetf a' ~9tlotfiet{y' fioure tfurinn my 
stay in tfie ..... Campus and as I mum I sfiall carry witfi me tfie fond memories of tlieir two sons wfio fotuffy 
adtfressed me as '/{g{U1

• 

I wisft to tfian~ ali tfie Pacufty tnemEers of tfie CJ)epartrrumt uf CBotany fN.(B. V, fJ?roj. Cl'.'l(l.Basu, 
fProj.(B.fN.Cfta{ra6orty, CJ)r. V. C~a6ottyl CJ)r. Jl.Salia. CJ)r. <R..Cfta{ra6otty witfi a specia[ mention for CJ)r. 

;4.Sen for tfteir fjw£ co operation atuf liefp tliat t1iey muferetf during my stay at tfie campus. 

9dy tift in tfie Haste{ woufa /ia.ve 6een. difficult am{ fonefy am{ aif.ficult lim£ it not 6een. for tfie constant 
companionsliip of fellow scfiofars wfw were afways fzefpfuf aw£ Jrietuffy. Jlt tftis juncture I wisli to tlian{ CJ)r, 
Jlcliintya Samanta, CJ)r. 9danzur'l(Julrr, (/Jr. CP.C.CJ@i wfio were tfie senior scfiofars tfioUIJfi yOUtlf]erin years. In 
tfie tPfant ta.J(fJnomy £a6oratory. I afso tlian{ Sri CJ!us{ar I £eaumrin !Nepali, Sif'(Juri Cofkoe, Sri.tJI.!zj 1{pmar 
Cfiettri, aUmo witli my students li~ fJ?ranay ®zntawa. Cf(slslii ~ witli special mention of Sri Vpa/(g.r tJ@i wfio 
often. accompanied me tfurinfj jiefif trips. Vpa{ar Ftas 6een tfie most fiefpfuf 6eing constantlj tfier wfienever I 
tzeetfetf liim. I afso tftan{tfie otfiers ~ Cliawfra qfwsli, Sftif(g. fMawfa! (}JidTrya Sftarma, Suman !Nirofa and tfie 
otfiers wfto were a constant source of fiefp if!. tfte fa6oratory. I cannot 6ut espress my deep gratitude to Sri 
!NawinSinnfta fortfie cfieer and liefp in tfie fa6oratory. 

CFrof. Cliandra atuf tDr !Mrs. SWati from tlie CBose Institute liave liefpea ofving me time even in, altfioUIJ/i tfieirs 
is one of t(ze most 6usy scfietfufes. Por tliis I remain Ftiofify irufe6td I tlian{tfie @irector I C}f.J{ wfio liefped me 
durino my stay tfiere for carryino out identificatroli worli.§ . 

Sri C.(B.<J«zi tfie eo\: lPrincipaf of St. Josepftls Cofkoe, neetfs special mention, for tlie encouraoement aw£ tfie 
tzecessary a"angements fie made so tftat I coulifjoin researcli u1llfertfie P.LCP. ·I afso tlian{tlie present Cf!rincipal 
Pr. CP.J. o/iaor Sj for liis support ana encouragement. I must tlia.n{ ®r. S. CJ)utta tfie ®. 0 • Vniv. of %ottfi 
1Ben£Jaf for ta/(inn persona£ initiatives during tfie sanction of tfie PL<P. 

I tftan{ CJ)r. (P.lJ:(jJfiutia tfie CC'F, afonn witfi aff my .friendS am£ weff wisfiers ~ ®r, !N.'l(lPratffran. 
CDr.(it(}JJBftuje( CJ)r.Jyopti lPra{as{ lJ"amantf, Susfima 'Tamann~ Sri <J«zjewfra <Pralflian (Cjjfianij), to name 6ut a 
few for tfie encouragement tliat tfiey and tlieir family oaw me duritliJ tfie aifjicuft pliases. 'I1ie IUwe 6een. a 
source of constant inspiration. 



fMy famify neetfs special mention. I camwt out tlianf.. my parents, 9dr, antf !Mrs fP.Lama, my sisters Intfira, 
Sa111Jita ana fNima afimn witn tlieir famify wlio lias a(ways 6een really source of lie(p ana encouragement. q'(ze 
cftiUfren lDarslianam, fMatfliurima, !Menfum ana 'Vive{ I say tliat tlie gootf /Cjna £onf lias fteanfyou constant 
prayers am£ now I sfraf[ 6e tftere to ccmpensate fortlie time I was out tfuring tlie tenure of my researcli. 

9dy wife- managing 6otli tlie liome ana tlie college fronts on fter qwn must lio:w 6een very aif.ficuft. Slie fzas 
11U1ife eJ(Jreme sacrifice to see tfiat I somefww compfete tlie WOtttftat I fiave entka:voumf to utufertal{!. I camwt 
out say tliat no amount uf wortfs on printetf papm sliafl oe really oe a6fe to 8J(JITeSS my oratefulizess am£ lOve. 

}ls I stana totfay I am remintfed uf 'Fr. Jl Nunn Sj. Patfzer! I~ve Jinalfy rompfetd my tliesis. 'Witfwut {lis fze(p 
ana support I may or may not fiave seen tlirouon sc/ioo[ ~ 

fJ1ie numerous viffaners, sliepliertfs ana inn /i.!epers at fiioli oftitudCs wlio afways we£come4 you witli liospitality 
lie{pinu me tlirouoli aifftcult times I say I'm oratefol ana limwumf to fiave matfe acquaintance witli tfiese 
simpfe fo~ witli sucli 6ig fteans. · 

I 8J(JITeSS my tliani§ to tlie V q C f fundinu tliis ~earcfi CJ>rojea unaer tlie P..I.P prooramme am£ ma~nu it 
avaifa6fe forme. 

Countfess names may (rave 6een missingfonn tliis list out to tliem I say tliat tliounli tliey names may not 6e liere 
on papertliey sfraf[ afways remain in my lieart. 

. 'l'otfay I santf awe stricften for I lituf cliosen tlie genus )leer for its 6eauty. 'Wiiat am I to say now tliat tlie tittfe 
6onsai tfiat ad"oms my sittiniJ room. fzas an ancestraf fristory 6einu mze of tflOSe first angiospermic pfants to {rave 
originatetf evofvetf tfurino tlie cretaceous liavinu reacfzetf tlie pea{tfurino tlie m fMioecene. It often saddens me 
to tfiinl{.tliat some of tliem may 6e fost forevertlirounli tlie activity of man. 
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