
XmBXjuSaBmmSSmmA 

r ^ J 

In 1884 Whitman wrota in ^ gigHwaŷ ^ G^t^^e ffl,^ 9yt fipg,4,| 

Xhe pre^t i l iag range of c r l t i e i s n on «/ booic has 

been e i ther aoeicery or denunciation • • and ••• I 

riffve been the aarked ob4«»et of two or three (to 

ae pretty Mrioaa^ off icial bnffetings. 

Again, ttiree years l a t e r he wrote in Iftf §9^ m4 lr< 

After th i r ty years of t r i a l , public e r i t i c i i ^ of tiie 

book and aytelf as author of i t thovs aariced anger 

and contempt aore trian anything e lae . 

*>o¥n to tiie t l ae of the p o e f e de^-tk the pre /a lUng Aaerlean opi­

nion vaa that Whitaan vas a th i rd- r« te poet and mn iwnoral aan. 

the year of his death, 189?| boweirer, saw the beginning of eon. 

f rontat ions of k^hltaan vi th the poets to coae* E.i« Aobins(«i 

addressed s poea to Whitaan in wi.ich he wondered if poetry were no 

longer possible except ar Walt yhltain had aa te i t possible* A 

few years l^ ter Ezra tc^md wrote a poem in which he made a "truce" 

with »«Ciitaan. I . I* KLiot, oart Crane, William Cf^rlos Williaas 

have a l l adait ted th i r debt to the mge of Cf^aden. This change 



i n Vbit«aii*t r«|>ut«tloa t%prmm&%9 m trloapti of axtaraai , cuLtural 

fore«« ov«r tim earraiit tes ta and tua aodas of c r l t l o i a a . 

MfliitHaa apoica for hia aat lon eeataleaslf* m gava 

volea to tha iUiarieaa ^araooaXity and shafad i t a cnaraetar . tfhan 

i«aeian frlea aaicad Alfred North lihitahaad what, i f ai^rtiiiaft o r l g i . 

uaX and dl8tiiieti!r«ly A«&rieaA tb la eoimtry has prodtiead, tha ^hl lo-

aophar aaaimrad vltr oat haai tat lon, ''Mhltsan* ** 

Although Whitaasft had suffarad & lo t of i:^oszll% s tk c r i ­

t i c a l attsscks, there wera BBO^ \rtio kofw t^iSt he was real ly the singer 

of Aaiarican deaoerscy and cmtion* Farry *iiller has rasarltadt 

• •• Mhltatao balng what ha vaa, ym tra apt to eoea 
not froa a halghtaAad sanaa of fora or fr^a a 
quest for aor@ preeiaa language, but sii^ply 
out of his coaataatly changiag atnsa of the 
Aiarleaa daatlity*'^ 

Xha f i r s t ouarter of tha tvent la th century aav ttM 

r i aa of ishittta% î tark; fiAia, and i ialvi l la to fnaa* Qaorga 

Saataymiia ainglad otat «i«lt MhitiMii for pralaa* He said qaita 

s i f a i f i eaa t ly t 

Tha ona writer who has l e f t tha gantaal t rad i t ion 

ant i ra ly behind i s parhaps wait whltaan ••• . 

For th i s raasoa educatad Asiarleans find hi« 

rather an tu^alatabla pcf son, who thay 

« • ;?s« • 94610 , , , 
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•ineeraiy protest Qvtgut not to ba takan, for a 

raprasaatatlva of tba i r cultural and ba eartainly 

stiould net , baeauta the i r cultura i s so gantaal 

and tradi t ional* But tha foraignar oay soaatiaas 

tiiink otbarwlsa tinea l%a i s l o s i n g for wbat aay bave 

arisaa in Aaariea to a j^rass , sot tba po l i t a and 

conventional Aoariean aind, but the s p i r i t snd tba 

ina r t l eu l t t a principles that aniasta the e««8unity, 

on vbieb i t s gaataal aenta l i ty seeas to s i t ratbar 

l i gh t ly . Wban tba foreigner opens tha pages of «^alt 

Wbitaan, be thialcs that ba bas eoaa a t lf»at upon 

seaatriiag raprasentative and or ig ina l . 

i/in *yclt Brooks noted in his greet work Aaarica's 

Cofflicg of A;:a that * hitann alone of thea could personally move tha 

aodern reader. iaierson, fhoreaui Poe, nnd rie%fthorne, though p r i c e . 

l a s s posaest'ioas, were powerless to sway his conduct, nor had they 

aoved t a e l r re^iders in the i r oua day, i f the i r abortive attacks ^ o n 

Aaerlcan a a t e r l a l i a i be any c r i t e r i on . fbey were equally unable to 

adapt tbaaselves to novel sltuationsf consequently trey le f t no 

successors to speak for subseonent g taera t ioas . 

Xo Brooks, tha signifleanea of Wbitaan lay in th<» fact 

tha t ba coabined the tvo t rad i t ions of Jonatiian Edvnrds and Benjaaia 

2 . Oaorga Santayana i Wiada of D«irf»'if^t (I.oadon, 1913), p . 202. 
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f r u a a i a in hiatolf* irooks Mqrsi 

^ t i t bftppaaa t ^ t we h«Y« the rtidiaeAts of ft 

•lAdle trnditioii, a tradition that offoetivoly 

eo«!3iaes theory and setlon, a trftSitlon that Is 

Just AS fundft««iit«JLl]r Aaericsn as oither flag-

waviiig or tt(m«|r-grftbbingy one thst i s visibly 

growing bttt vblQh has «lrdt»ay been grossly 

ahus«4| ana this i s the tradition tnat begins 

with iialt whitfitsn* i'he r &1 sinnificanee of 

'Mitiitiikan i f i.bat im^ for t,u% f irst tlise, gave us 

the 8«inse of sonething organic in American life**' 

Whitiaan thus provido to Aaoriea a focal centre in 

the eonaeiottsness of i t s own character* 

whitaaB presented tinpurified, tmsttblia|tted iUierlean 

l i f e * he has sung mostly about three thcsess (1) Awiriean people 

and Aaeriean denoeraey, (3) sex end sens*, (3) d«sth« iie iras pre. 

eninently the poet of Aaerieen pec^le and daaoertey. le was avare 

of the defect8 of dsisoeracy, yet he exalted i t for hit countryaMn to 

preserve i t to aatce a great future* iis could foreg«e a noble 

<iastlfigr for Anerica* £MI anticilpstad the emergence and grovth of 

3* Van Jiyck Brooict i A—riea's coming of Ago (Mev Xork, 1968), 
p* SO* 
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a l»roii4 aad asbitieiis raea* thiw graat raea, which was nlrem^ In 

t.ha oailciag, raculred a l i t e r a t u r * thai should eelabrata tJh« daaoo 

cracy of laerlca- fbat i s why vlhltatn did not sing of kiaga aud 

ddblaa a»d pr iae ts angngad in th#lr different occupations. As ha 

in tha labor of engines and t rades, and tha labor of 

f i e lds , 

i find tbft developaents, 

.̂ nd find the efteraftl a^anings* 

«i{iltffitn, in uis poeas, painted the soeial , p o l i t i c a l , «and &p< ĉlous 

8ean@ry vr^icri aotrad i ia aos t . Aivai-ican aen &nd woffî ri crovd up 

bis Images vividly. fh® biack.f.raitt- iitfero teamater, t t e butcher, 

the f8ra«r back frua tht f i e lds , the nothtr saving, the soldier 

wetehlng the bat t lef ie ld , the cavalry crossing the ford, the pros-

titufte, trie pioneer, and diverse others —- a l l aove in a crovd 

v i th l i f e and eaergr. 

khit»an vanted Aaeriea to have a poet of mt o«n, ai^ 

vhen he found nc»e, took tap tbat task biaself• lis found a peeu-

l i a r iden t i ty between his personality mM that of Aaeriea. iie a lso 

rea l i sed thnt Aaerica vas asking rapid progress in a l l valks of 

l i f e as a new nation and he becaae the spokesatn of the n@v experi-

aents in seienee, re l ig ion, and deaocri^ey in a coiq[>r0hensive aamier. 

im held tha t the poet was also a seer and guide, and he easw for­

ward i a those roles* Me vas 9 pa t r io t i c poet who wished to see 
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l i l t QQu&try enjoy beaour aQd p r e s t i g e in the @y«s of the world. 

Unto b i s de<r, the i i ier ieeas used t c lode \xp t o ^ ^ o p e for t h e i r 

poe t i c ao4es end p r e e t l e e , bat Wiltsi&JEi tvtraed t r^ talkie <— Aaerleea 

poet fo r ^aerlcft. Xferottgh the rude force of evcryiey folk Whitaea 

s&v shliiiiig ea icieal Aaerlcn. Wiiitaan's t&lalclAf did not j^iesure 

lii, t o fcls l a t e a t i o o t , ye t e»oai tfae aiatteeii tr* century Aaterlceii 

lu t t io rs he 8too4 eloae i n point ing t o aen the pi»tfe toetveen r e e l i t y 

man t u e l r oim souls* 

la tfce litarAfcure of Aiserlcs, *b.itiwti crt?»t«d <i tm-. 

vi i t 'oa by h i»sf l f . Cwif*i t c t i s laffe-asfice in th« 192C*s -thlfaiin 

©sc^-ped the l e c s d e ' s geii^ral censare of th-F pfEt. ::i- v».8 feeo. «» 

? r s b e l a;..gtflft t r s d ' t l o a , a l y r i c a l ce l eb ra t ion of "these Oaited 

S t p t e s " , offered a cr^alleoge tha t oould aot be ov«'rloolc*d. H^ 

api^-eared ss » aod^-ra l a weyt th^ t 'm^rwon eotilc! not hB^ m offered 

3 v l s i o a of dteaocratic aea tfett eoald survive i l l tr4« c r i t i c e l end 

c u l t u r e ! oosleugfats. Belag c lose r t.;) t he IS??!^'!, whl taea ' s woriE 

mpp^mr^^ t o Ite l e s s l a p l i u a i h l e aa^ sore a sKia l l ab l s tbmn iuitar^oii*s* 

I 'oets «iio cesie such a f te r t&l« earriedi aiieh of h i s «e8«it :e end aiany 

of h i s Innovitttons of s t y l e i n t o the t i i en t l e th century* Mmay 

laegeglaes, such es Xi|e Soil »&<! f^oefeyy, t e s t i f i e d t o his influeaee* 

At, 
ie t c r i t i cs %iere not iaseative to the ll t t i tations 

/ 
and »hctt-.cQolngB or .*hitmaa*s p«rsoaal i ty* Brooks sayst 
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F«irftetl/ r igbt in a l l b is i as t l i i e t , he vat los t OB 

tfo» pl«»» of idofts* m laelcdd » ettf* MUIM of b is 

oim jpre^lae* and l l a l t s t l o a s ••• Xhm rsv a a t t r i i d s of 

ft racia l aora kbltsiaei provldad, but — and la th i s b« 

ras^ablad ia t rsoo — he w«s too passive to go fartfaer. 

îi<& atsafiblad l a blas«ilf aad his vr l t lngs the charaoo 

t t t r l s t i e s of Aiaerica -» with hl« orginntad «;£ie aost 

eontagious, tht aost l ibcmt inf , the aost uQlfylng 

a«tiv€ latfolfasf but he failed to r@»ct upon th««, 

to «ould thca, aad to drlva thaa hoiae. tie had ao 

ida«f, aad h« w«»a ss t l s f iad to hPtve noi}<i« i t Inched, 

abova a l l | i a t a a s i t y . l;̂  %ias too cosiplsceat. .m vas 

lacap«ble of dl teInl ine mad h« did act see th- t d l s -

c lp i ias 1?, for ftaerlenas, the coaditioa of a i i for-
4 

\^mf& ao¥«cwot. 

Saata/aaa has pointed out tba $«aa«thiag vhaa b« sajss 

l a hl« ^"lifhltaaa^ Boli®«ia rebelled agalai t tha 

geateal t r ad l t ioa but the racoastriictioa that aloaa 

can justify r tvolut loa did aot eri.aira. His a t t i t ad« , l a 

pflnclpla, was u t te r ly d ls la tegra t lag , h is poatlc 

gaalus fa l l baej£ cm tu^ lowest I sve l , p rhaps to wblcb 

I t i s posslbla for poetic geaius to f a l l . ida radueod 

tin iaaglaatioe to a passive saasorlua for th« r a g l s -

4* irooka t ^sMs P* ^ * 
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t « r l e i of impfBslGaMm Jio oleaent of eont tmet ion 

roacinod in i t , «nd thsreforo no ol«aont of p«n«trft. 

tion* 

Uhitmin*8 innbi l i ty to operate on the lev®! of into* 

I I « c t , of Ideas, was res|>onstbl@ Tor aany of the s ort-coaings la. 

bin ftttltade towarde Anerlea of ni& t ines and i t s l i t e r a t u r e &nd 

ar t* In bis ideas he vms Jlust an oXd-fashitmed Jacksonian deiao* 

e r a t vr>o ne^er Qnesticmed tbe old I n s t l t a t i o n s . m took for fran-

ted tlie finforned ansi nebulous s ta te of laar^ thlnts» ^ot yet parma* 

nentiy setcied, but agreed on a i l hands to be the prepfrations of 

an in f l r . i t e l / gr^ntar future. i t was inevlti^ble, t t . j t he should, 

i n mMW9fm.*» piirase, h»v9 evmiloved the universe l ike a cake, 

inevi table that he sttould t̂ ave l>een ondiscriminating, confused and 

a l i t t l e fatttoufi, 'io a f t l r a safficieii t l i ' , L« ĥ -d to affiraj every-

tu in« . 

£ 3 ^ 

Whitaian'e experience aiout l i f e vas eoloisrfully iraried. 

Me sipped a t •wry feantain-head of l i f e . lie lived sestftilly a i^ 

often reekleesly. iiis amltifeoeted experiences aade hi« see l i f e 

s teadi ly and see i t whole* Certain admirers of bis genius h^ve 

done bin grent wrong in at tenptlng t o forge his eontradietlons into 

S* Snateyena t l̂ bid^ p* ^ 3 * 



mtk i r M t r s r i l y UBifltdl p « t t * n i , fh«y hav* t r i e d t o offer olftboriit* 

J t t i t l f i e« t i i»a for ^ s aore l and soc ia l a b e r r a t i o n s . But MHitmsa 

o f t en f e l t enbarrasted at tbese en t l ius les t ie defeneea, s inee be vat 

n«irer aeliaaed of eelenowledging hie "^beffling coiqtlexities*** '*Xet 

o t contrsdicticffiie aadte," he ves only too human —̂ "a £ofaios, of 

Maniiettaa %h9 »oa," and as aaa^rted i n SpBg g | ^'jyfffiri 

•iUrbuieat, f i e s h / , s«nsu«l, e<?tiing, driniclttg and 

breeding, 

*«o sen t i i aeu ta l i s t , JEW> s t t c d t r isbovt. men sad voatn or 

a p s r t froai tt.e-a, 

tto aore aodest ihen la.':..ode£t« 

Vj'hltfifean im'/ev wanted to tje inves ted with any b»lo of 

d i v i n i t y i hm n#v«i.* r«fr«»An«d froa ©xclnlmingi 

I as of old ftnd yoong, of tbe foo l i sh as aueh ns th« 

v i s e , 

aegardieas of ot i iers , «T#r re,;»rdfal of o t h e r s , 

i4at@mal as wel l t s p a t e r n a l , a cb i l d as \mll as a 

«an, 

Stuff *ed with the s tuff t t ia t i s eoarse and stuff*d 

v i t h the s tuff tr<at i« f i ne . 

At l e s g t i n t l s own mind, t t e r e were no vesurv^tiout^ no gense of 

g a i l t . ue liad acbie\f«d coa^let;c s e l f - r e a l i s a t i o n . KB te esys in 



S»o I e e a t r e d i e t a^mlff 

Very well then I cMitradio t ^ r s^ i ^ t 

{I tm l e r g e , I coatelfi aai&itaidet) 

whatiijfta «AS t h e r i , ^iiltaiat vo&dered, who did not f ee l in 

the deeper recesses of bis soul darfe Impulses nGd lase ru tab lo ur^et 

runrilog c r i s i - c r o s s . His ezuc^yt of esp«ri«!jaee wtr tiiat i t shoold 

be trvkly eotmic in enit t l tude, exoludiag ao tn lng , deja/lng nothing* 

So he s&id l a hia ^oea f̂iH J f i.,«H Oil y,rl.«l ^fi ^ ^ F ^ g l 

l«U8ts aad vicicedoeaa a re aeeei^table t o a e , 

I ymlk i^ith deliBfuents i d t h p a t s i o a a t e Iov« | 

i fee l I ^a of the* . X belong t o thoae convic t s »nd 

p r o i t i t t t t e s iqrselfy 

And heneefortb I vilX not den^^ tbea . for bov ean X dei^ 

nqraeif? 

Consufluaation of ej^iterience •> t h a t wnn h i t i d e a l . aea l t r u t h , 

according to u la , ss ali»i*iciusltire ana h** 3ld not shut out any 

eleiaent as » l i en . So tie saysj 

And henceforth 1 v l l l go c e l e b r a t e anything I see or aa, 

And »Ukg and Inugh and deny nothing* 

I t i s sarpr is ing how e poet ¥ 0 was never t l r t d of t s s e r -

t i n g the comaion bondf of iiuaanity thou Id be accused of being one of 

tfie g r e s t e t t e g o t i s t s in l i t c r s r y tiistory* If '-^tltmr>n prcjeet«»d 

exper ience tr»roui;lri the filament of h i s ego, to v" t not t r^nsgreasing 
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tb« eaiieiit of A««tli«tie cowuiileatloii* ttm *!' in ybitaiaa** pm%tf 

do«t not sigoifr thm cireuaferib^d t«lf of say pftrticui^r iiidlvi4u«l| 

i t i^sboiixttt m»A in ills oalvdrsalltjr. whitamsi alvasrt seag in his 

srabolic role ms « po«t of t^ananity. Xlierofore, b«tv««n his SOMI* 

ingljr 'Egot is t ical ' attaraneos nnd tHe basic universalItjr of his 

Stflf timers i$ no diffaraoca. Ĵ ârr̂ apa tba mUf 4iffaraiioa betvaan 

Ui@ a r t i s t «ad tm coffison mwa i s that wb^raas t(*a fwraiar can a r t i c u . 

l a t a ilia inntr«ost feallngs and orgeSf tk^e l a t t a r ramelns aittta* 

0ti4««r«isa^ tba poat^ tbe ^tge, /md tr^a aan in tfĉ e s t r ea t , a l l ea r r j 

tlia gasMi spftrlE of isaiort t l i ty ia thaa. Ifcis h® ©ays in Song of tfaa 

I t i s I vh-Q 9M great or to ba gr^i't, i t i s yaa up thera, 

OT aajfofie-, ••• 

• •• I swe-r notiiiag if good t c ;a@ now t.r* t̂ igaoi'ss 

ii'idlviausls . . . 

th® V. Ola tn^ory of tiiife Vlalsf&rs® i s cU pec tad •anarriagiy to 

oiia eiagl^ iridividual — as®«ly 

to you. 

I end Xou, as points and countarpoints of tha sam Dlvina 

£alf, anst inimriably raisain linlced to a&cJt̂  other. iiMtaan vas not 

an agoist^ tharafore, in any ordinary senea of tka word. ^ n^d 

transeandad UM ranificsi-ions of bis individual f@lf to seek, idant i -

f i ea t ion with the universalt the divina. Xo < uoU ai^ain fro« 8«a^ 

St Ifaf gfl^nriti* 



C<MW, Mid th* ifel8«y 

A po«t aecordlttg t o wiUitdiaa i s £io'« a Mer« visicmtry or it 

dr««iw»r, i l v l u g i a a& ivory 'tover^ divorced t r o a t;i:x® griai r e » l l t i « a 

of ev#rydRy •x i s t eoe* . Uii %u* t^tamt tiaad, h# i s d«stii3i<iid to plMy 

a s i g n i f l e n n t roi« i n scalping t h t c&ur8« of ianisaa History* It 

Shei ley thinicf t na t ' i o e t t «r« tii« ttGuieluiovito'dg@d i e g i e i a t o r e aJt tbe 

liorldy * Wtiitflitaa ecHOitidert • t r u iy §£««& po«t to be *the arbl t t i r of 

tli# d iv t rw i , • *tti® e<?tt»i4»ir of L i t »4fe|' 'ti** g r e ' t e;i:aacipptor.» 

Ao a l * j t i g r l f i gr„ rgf »Mtlll,. ^.^^•elftt ^ e l c b o r r t e s Lis lueal poet i 

Of the^e Sta tes the poet I s the eouAble aan, 

liot l a bia but off from hl« t i l ings a re frotesQue, 

e e e e a t r i c , f a i l of t h e i r f a l l r e t u r n s 

iMothl&g aut of i t s jilace i s good, aot^iing l a i t s pliiee i s 

JEiadi 

m to«iStows oo «v«rjf oo j e i t or <|ualit^ i t s f i t propor t ion, 

tie i s t.iae a r b i t e r of tite i l v e r s v , hm i s the KJejr, 

«(• i s ttae equa l i s a r of h i s a^e aao land, 

He fuppl ies vbat wants supt^ying, he ctc^cka wtiat vants 

ehecIcing • • • 
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iit i s oe trgi ter , he i t jiidfeaeiit (na ture accepts hi« 

• b t o l a t e l j r , ) 

In tiMi diq»ate en Q&A and e t e r n i t y be i s s i l e n t ••« 

Whitaan a lvayt regarded h in t e l f a t the na t i ona l poet , 

p ro j ec t ing through h i t poe«s the grea t i d e a l s t b a t have moved h i t 

eoiintrysen* Mo vondar Aae lea hat nov cone t o consider hist mn 

h«r au then t ic ?oicc» wbltaan itn@w t t a t to b« r>3pr€£@Qtawi'rt of 

o n e ' s cfHintry, a pmt mi«% aasiduotasly stuay "out tiK land, i t s 

idioffis and aen" '—» 

Who fer® you ind«ed vbo would t a l k or n:ug to Aaarict? 

d»v% you studied oat the l»nd, I t s id" oar, and aen? 

i r 'o l i t ies , geograpiay, jjria®, fre#do«, frl^-ndshlii of ta© 

land, i t s sucstra&uiis and objects« 

itfive you Gonslder 'd tn« organic of tii% f i r s t day of tue 

f i r a t year of independence, s i ga ' d )»y tke 

coMBitti&ners, r a t i f i e d by tixe s t a t e s , and read by 

watttinitoe a t tne aead of the aratylf • • • 

Ar@ ycHii f t i t n f u l to tiiinga<^ do you t«acL ^hat the lend and 

sea, ttte bodies of sen , woaani^otxu, aa2atlv«nas£, 

beroie angers , teaeUV 

Whitman had h inse l f served h i s per iod of apprent iceship , 

a s s i m i l a t i n g d i f fe ren t aspec ts of the na t iona l cu l t u r e before he 

be^an t o t i n ? , ^m didi not fee l discouraged vhen tn# ear ly yenr t 



of t i ls p o t t l e caroor broagbt h l« l i t t l e r«eogiiltloii> ^ vms pr««. 

pftrttd t o wai t , s laee , as he said In l ^ e r ^ e s î f i r e s l d t a t Liacolaf 

•*th« proof* of a po«t sha l l b§ s t e rn ly d«fapr*<J t i l l h i s coimtry 

absorbs hla as a f fec t iooa te ly as h@ had ««bsorb*d i t . '* 

,*3B->ng l i t e r PC'S* throvlasf l l r h t on h is coiHseptloo of 

I l ls r o l e 9 8 a poet vre s Wboey?r You xra Hold lag M« jto¥ la ?i»nd, lu 

vMcfc vh l t saa sees M a t e l f prep»f?»tlaf » nev r e l l r l o n of l:iv«, of 

coar«d€s t lp , tatf rij^portee by tffajtrlag followerttf f t f r t l a g , ^ r o i 

t^nsm^okj ta |Lsslsriag eg^i..n tf?r nerd of ccar^desr lp ??» febe blader l a 

tfce soc i s l orgpair^*B| i-'asaaee To l ad le i 1r îieh, enirlpRges » tlaie wbea 

the p-a€.t h€ creases Df sha l l tsse-flbl^ « nevr I r i a i t y i Qod, Nature, 

fiUd Maai I Q !?he« Q!,d Cat^^e, ty lnf h i s bonit t o the world-si^alclnc 

«f-:©c-.s of the Civ i l cc i . f l l c t j nm l ? « t bmt not the l«a« t , ffae a^st lc 

3!gaaDetg|-T u^lci. proclaims the ro le of h i s lde?il post as expoaent 

of a nev ua lve rsa l frc'3loffl, 

Indeed, the cycle had coae f u l l c i r c l e . whltiiaa I s 

to-day aot cmly the g rea t e s t poet of Aaerica, but oae of the fore-

Bost poe ts of th« wcrld, ::« i " the ful l -grawa poet whose wark I s 

« pe r f ec t tya thes l s of the Soul of M«»a aad fepture. As said la 

Wtea the fu l l - f ro ia i poet cane , 

uut spi^ke plcr,sejj Nature (The rouni li»pj»8? -̂lvc' glove, 

v l t h !ill I t s shovs of day aad n lgb t ) saylag, lie 

I s nine} 



Bat 09% fiptk« I t ^ Soul of mmn^ promd, j e t I out , aad 

uii7«coiiclX*d^ H ĵTi tm i s mimt ti(m«f 

« . Ihon tb€ fiili^groioi po«t ttood b«two«n tho ttro, and 

took •fteh ^ %h9t bftfidf 

Md to*d«^ and 0Vttr so s tuadt , KS bXe»d«r, ^utiiter, 

t igbt l j r hoXdiog iMUidi, 

Muic î Im wi l l ii«7er r« le»s« , u n t i l he rtte<»»!llf»s th« 

t v o , 

4ad wiiOiXy and jesroaaii' blends tbooi* 

Siifii « fuil-grown poet was, indeed, wslt 'whitman bl«»®lf. 

I 5 J 

•dtitm&a had M disgiast for coid logic* In h i s 7̂ 1#v 

'lnnoG«nt I n t u i t i o n s ' «nd not i n t e l l s c t wi l l enable atan to understand 

th« r i a d l s of l i f t . iisftyg of. Qm§a^ in t h i s resp<&et, i s « strong 

denaneiatiem of a l l ioi; ic«l processos, and « glorifi<-ati«ii of I n t n l -

t i v e percapt ioQs. Wfeitaia disftruitcd a l l school it of thwigbt, a l l 

s e e t s , «• i n br ief , a i l th»t divided mmn froai aan* i o r vould ba 

l i k « t o be af5K JciiBt€d v i t t any schooii dogjsa, or c r aad . Frea a t 

the ais* he vas ; Ut> a l so wanted h ie f e l lov bufiuui beings t o partaice 

fr#®iy of the bouati«s of mature. in a poeai e n t i t l e d Mysalf and 

lifne. he warns th@ readers i 
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2 etmrs9 yon for ev«jr r«J«ot those utio vooldi dxpiMmd 

• « , for I eaa not expooad oDTMlf, 

i eriarftt t ba t tb«r« iMi iki theory or sehool foiuided out 

o f Mttf 

i charge you t o l-'^ave a l l fr«®, n» I ?*«•• l e f t « l l free. 

.^hit;t«n iseekon^d ©varyon^ to £«elc tae u l t imate r«alij(y 

"without ed i f i ce s or r u l e r s or t r u s t c t g or any >irgAffl«Jtit% as said 

p ioneer* of t̂ *« aoveiwiiit of t n t l - r a t l o t i a l i a a tha t tsf rg«d tovards 

th© end of ttt« nlivete^iith century , 'whltrnftn s . a t t f !p* t r s i iergson' i 

I n t u i t i o n i s i t lo B^^M of ^argelf t 

i^gtc snd ser^actfit nev^ir convinee, 

'£n€ d^mp of tbe night, d r ives deeper l a t o my soul , 

i bel ieve m les f of grans i s ao l e e s tnaa tbe Journey 

-voric of tbe s t e r s , 

And tm plsMire i s equel ly p e r f e c t , and t gra in of 

sand, and the agg of th@ wren, 

And the t r e e - t oad i s a ebaf»d*oett\rre f3r the highest , 

And thtit cai* crunciilai; with depress 'd head surpasses 

any s t a t u e , 

And a mouse i s a l r s c l e enou^t^ to stagger «cx t i l l l ona 

of i n f i d e l s , 

I t ¥a© a strcmg r eac t i on agtiiiEt UM ^ppress ivt tyrs^my 

of logic and i n t e l l e c t t h a t lA^itaan I d e a l i s e d such s i ap le na tu ra l 
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pii«tiofli«iiii mp a l«ef of g r a s s , • g ra in of sand, tinA rujwlaf b lack . 

b a r r r , @te. dX% love of a&iaals a lso @aerged from the sasa d i s t r a s t 

of topfaiigtieat«d aodas of l i v i o g aad t a l a k i a g . Anioals syabolised 

for l^la tha iooata good&asa, a iatpl iel ty tad kixidxMisa of a l l eribatioa. 

Oolilte tiie world of aaa ws.ich walloped i a gre-td, l u s t , d u p l i c i t y , mM. 

b r u t a l i t y , ttie world of <>ulitals s t i l l r e t a ined th« pr i s t la® impyiamn* 

and p l a c i d cmit»nt!mat, of '̂ ha Garden of M^Bi^m 

r^ J 
aJhltiaan was not widely reoo«iJl»ed in M t own eoimtry 

u n t i l a f t« r tila daath. . But in b i t l®«t y««r», he h.id i» gnsttf^/lng 

i n t e r a a t i o i i a l r epu ta t ioa t h a t lialped aalce ap for the n e - l e f t a t hon«. 

l a I n l a n d , fr?iiice, and j^rwaQy, he ws»8 iner«^fisingly h«i lea a s on« of 

t t ia g r e a t aaitars of a ja«w l i t # r « t a r e . Alt^souga, a^ny c r i t i c s e o a t i -

nu«d t o a s s a i l h i s poetic tftlt^nt in SCUITHOUS tersae, ^bi taan was 

hen^afor th not without f r ieada aiad pdsal.rar9» Frosa ac ross the 

A t l a n t i c , he wis h«>il@d AS « p ioneer . In the opinion of yilliajB 

l i iebaal t tosse t t i vti^itaan breaks with a l l precedent* Ee th inks , 

• • • a , i n v e n t s , f^xecutes, and i n i t i a t e s en&irely out of his oivm 

persou&l l ty . oa br ings a glowing aind i n t o contact witn h i s own 

t i a e and i^eoplef and tue flaffiî  fro« wrdcti i t cstci ies f i r e i s 

Aavirieanlstt* 

Whltoan Las done u i s utiaost t o sing tim glory of 

^steriea and ttM ae r i eans throughout b i s wr i t i ngs and AS such he 
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d«t«rv«t imra ttiaokt fpoia t i t eomlrysMiB* M considered hiiiMlf 

t b« tpokesttfta for aaiilisliid* î e r e a l i s e d tho inbfc^rcat diviiwiMts of 

aft& t ad h i t ro l« in tb« ogrsteriout e y e l l e a l p a t t e r n t of Ufa* 

lNbitaian*8 l i n e s n«Tar teen fioieliad and f ixed, but are alwayt togg* 

e s t i n g soaetblnf beyond and h i t i^arpote va t a«ilnly t o piit a person^ 

a imamti being, f r#e ly , fu l ly , end t r u l y on reeord . ¥« t , despi te 

a l l his» noble In ten t ions , tie f>«>s often been harshly c r i t i e i s e d for 

h i s s l l eged ly lndli«crlrsin»»te r>ptimi»fj, feollowneps of p«?reeptloo, 

t r«n«cendent»l p r e t easier! a, flsml-oyant p»triotl«'!s, 'tna. Is-Ufhsbly 

doubtfiil enttousipsm. 

but If %it ap.-roncii Anitmat* I'roi^ » s**ttfsible ^u4 un^er-

stiiadlag i^oiat of view, tfte n a t t e r v i t h hla wi l l not i ppe t r a t «heap 

«nd tiollov as tiriat. *lalts»n l ived throagt-. th*? C iv i l w«r, a t i « e 

vben the country "was on the brink of A«Hi#8tie eo l l«p»e , belnf to rn 

betir»ea the op^osiar i n t ^ r t s t s of the Whites tad ttie *le.^roes» from 

t h t t l a c he fecnia v r l t t ng poems, he r e ro r i ed vr^st he tav »t the 

next doori he r^Tnr^ef* %ht e n t i r e l i f e or '&cw»m^n% of A»erica« 

a«nce b i s pocjai" nr# n very f s l t h f n l p i c tu re of the riftovy of KmerU. 

ef>ns during those aioaentoos t h i r t y y « i r s (1*^5-1886). v/hltesn, 

however, eoncentrnted h is a t t e n t i o n «a the eosjson, sveenfs Aswrican, 

s ince he thoijr>»t t ha t the most It iport^nt fea ture of the ewerging 

Aiserlcan na t ion w*s th)?t i t eonprlsed co^'won people, with t h e i r 

p o t e n t i a l l t i e p «nd rtl«tinct indi V'M! j » i i t l e s . i- becasie the i r 

w i l l i n g spokfesaan. In the* famou? lref?»ce to the 1855 ed i t ion of 

j«e?3ve8 of grass Whlt?ft«n asa t ioaed t h i s peculi^^r 'asericsn fs j j tare , 



vhleh oa i r g«alu8 v»t a«*dftd to timijr exprossi 

Otii«r » i t t«s iad le t to tho«selv«s ia the i r doputlos, 

but tfoo goaims of th« Oait«d St«t*s i s aot b#ft or 

•Oft i a i t s #xM9tttiir»s or iogi t iAtaros , aor i a i t s 

sttbssssdors or ftatbors or eoIi»e«f> or ciiareb«t or 

par lors , aor «v«a ia i t s Q«wipip#rs or iaireatort, 

but aXwft/e nost tu ttie cotmoa p#oj4o« 7hsir asaanrsy 

spotch, dresSf frieadeiiipi ••• th«ir eu r io s i t / isad 

liSlcoae of aovsJLt^ — trioir »i»lf-est«eai aad iioaderfiil 

sy8ipftti:i|r ••• tbe fluffiacy of ti;«ir speech — tlioir 

doiifbt i a aas ic , t'm sare s^i^^toa of smrilf 

t®acera«ss aad a«tiv« eicg«£«« of soai «-. the i r good 

teap<ifr aao opem.tsrtodaoss ••• these isre uari:j|raed 

pootrjr* I t aw.< îts the ^igiuatic i*^n& generous t r e s t . 

seat irortbjr of i t* 

l a b is r tviev of h i s oma pi-^eticai vork, Wbitasa obser. 

v«d i a A |>«gHirtird Ul&nce Q*sr Arairei'd î oi-ds (1888) that wtmt he h«d 

beoa doiag a l l tbose t h i r t y yr«rs (18S6-188-5) w«« to ^ite s fai thful 

record of the bopes sad achi«ire«eats of tbe eonaoaiilty of bis a t t l o a 

sad that tm v^s the poet of tbe iissses, of 4«eries» 

^eev^ qf Qrsss i s , or seeks to be, simply « faithful 

aad doubtloss ••• record* •»• I would flag ••• rui t« 

solely tfitb ref«»ret^s to Asierica nad to-dsy* ••• For 

Srouads lor ^ s i f s of qr|^|^ ss » poem i nbmadoaod tbe 
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eoov«ntloa«i t b i a « S | • • • none of the stoeic orntaftn-. 

t f t t loa t , or choice p l o t s of lov€ or war, or felghf «x-

eeptlQtifti per«oiiii..£es, • • • nottiing *•• for beauty ' s 

Sftjc* mm no legena, or ayth , or roasnc«, nor »i^hei8iMi, 

nor rtejrsit. But tb« l>roadi«st av«rsf* of buisanity fnoA 

i t s i n d a n t i t i a a i n the now r ipening nineteeoti i century , 

and ®»peclaiiy i n emcn of tfjelr eount less mx%mpXm» »ud 

ffiiGtieal oecupat iont i n ttee United i t t t e s to-day. thm 

»o¥@ai8nt of the vnriNift is tlie aveaping m^vmmut of tlM 

i r « t t curi 'enta of l i v i n g people • • • c o u r t s , co«i€rce , 

»inufseiur®t, a r s e n a l s , at^ ' inahips, r a l l r o n d s , t e l e -

gr&phf, ei&i&s, • • • poXlee, and gas , —- myriads of 

c r a v t l l t r s a r r i v i n g , depsr t ing —. newap'-ptr, «u«ie, 

• l e c t i o n s , and a i l t t e f ea tu res »nd processes of the 

nineteenth e t n t u r y , i n tt^a w:^ol«sottest raee »nd the 

only s tab le forns of p o l i t i c s a t pr^^s^-nt upon the 

ear t i i . Along ZT^'^^^J/^ words £"of tb« poensJT spread 

tlie broad l n ^ a r t i a l l t i e s of tite 'United S t t t e s . £* Ihe 

l ^oe t^ appears i n h i s poens surrouicled by woisen and 

ei^ildren, and by youn£ sen and by e<»uson objects and 

(quali t ies l^maAj | tiv«a t o i t Jus t i^iiat belongs t o i t , 

neiOier aore nor l eas* 

6 
In one of t i s paaph le t s , M.O* 0*Connor observes tr^at 

the rt ader wi l l bebold i n jjeevea of grass the ia^ense snd absolute 
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tttiiriaa* I t is a l l Aaariea*8 own* In for« a sarins of eciaata, i n 

wibiAaxiea i t ia aa apie of Aaarlea. i t i t distinetivaljr and 

a t t a r i y Aatariean* without aodal, witbout i a i t a t l o n , wltbout iraaiai* 

•eajp^ei i t i a evelred aat i ra iy froa one pol i ty aod pc^ular l i f a * I t 

ealabratas aaci eo^taina tba aasaneaa, the avanta, tlia objaeta of 

Haariea, tha variad isadaeapaai the taaaiag and giaat e i t i a a , tba 

gaaaroaa aad tarbmlaat popuiiitiea •— tba %rtioIa gigjiatie apie of tba 

Oaitad Stataa i a a i l i t a aagalfieaat r a a l i t y i a tb«ta pagoa. Qam 

mum% itudy i ^ i f f f ffig t f i f f f i a ordar to tiadarataad Aaariea, Jttat aa 

oaa has to stady tbe lUkul mad Qdraaay for uadarttaadiag Graaea. 

Wbitaaa vrota ab<Mit tba Aaarleaa paopla in b i t poatry 

with a l l e i r a , aiaeerl tyi aad imratb. dm filso vrota about tbeir 

aaotioas aad i l aa is as tb« aoat aec«»iplisbad sp^asaaa of tb® peopla 

aad ttia eountry. l a tba opiaicm of /%a wyeic BrodKa Mbiti^Aa praeipi 

-.tat«d tba Aaarioaa ebaraetar* Svary stroiNi parsoaal iapulsa aad 

tiia eo«qparatiag aad oaifyiag w»m^ avarytt^iag tbnt aarichaa tba i a d i . 

v id i ia l , avaryti iiig tbat iapala maA c l a r l f i a a i a tba aodara world, ova a 

aoaatbiag to Walt Mbitaaa* (If a l l tba iaarieaa wr i ters , vibitoaa 

alMka, i t saaas to b ia , has pitcbad bis toaa to tba rea l spriag of 

aet ioa* 

Wbitoaa's poaaa uadoubtadly abov bis profouad love for 

JUiariea* Ubaa ba says i **^ariea iaolatad I aiag, "* i t iadaad abowa 

tbat to tba poet lova of his o%«i couatry aaaat a l l aad ao otbar eoasi-

daratioa was aora iiq^ortaat or aaered tbaa tbat of singiag tba glory 



a&d gr«atiMsa of his litad at tlia t ru ly reprasantativc po#t of rds 

eoiiatiy* I n ftiiji gf ffrltUfi t;iiare are aaajr rafareoeas to ^oarieaa 

«aa, vaaaii, aeaaaa, aa î aaioaXs* Saetion 8 of tlia po«a ^aa p ie-

taraa of tî ia baavy oaai1»ttt, tba clank of tt^a atsod hortat , the axei -

tad aad magry erovd, the tnii^ policMiaa. Seotioa 10 idU kma pie* 

tttraa of th« ^aokaa Clipper, th« bottaan, elaadiggara, and the rmw 

avfty alava. ftveae f̂ ra d lat ioet ly Awnieaa flairoiara* I n Seetion 

33 ve gat a aoiriag aeaeriptioa of tba boabardaant, the attaekiaf 

eaimoria mn& aor;.art, aod a pietuira of the var - tora ewmtry. In 

S ^ i , t l g?ffll>fr i^ Par tertliti ^hltaan axpreaaaa tba woadar of tHa 

el i i ld oa saelag the Aaarleaa f lag m.ieh **eovars the vnola ^qr," 

thereby aigaifyiag tba Taataeas of Aaeriea'a atraagtb. la l̂ bt 

Wl̂ MIII i T f t i t r ^̂ '® poet reeal la tbe days wiiea be aoved aboat tise boa-

pitalbeda aarsing tbe aoldiera wooaeted l a tbe C i v i l War »ad expresaes 

aagai f ieeat ly tbe ao d axperieaeed by tbe vhole of tbe Aaerieaa 

la t iott . l a po«aa lilee ff gfffHtflg m, gffiilaiUl «Ad W *̂fft ,%|,3,§fil 

Laat i a fcba ijooryard Mooa*d i^bttaaa g l o r l f i a a l i t e aa boaast aad 

rapreaeotative patr iot tbe great ^ t l i t l e a of tba dead rreaidaat 

JUlaeola vbo ataered tbe coaatry tbrougb a l l daagers aad atraiaa of 

C i v i l Wfir daya to aafety aad proaperity. iie g lor i f i ea bis spraw* 

l i a g , daaocratie laad i a tbe aoat aoatalgle aad bucolie pieturea. 

i ieretreala here tbe aoat represeatativa feel ings of the Aaerieaa 

biiaaaiat* to bia ULaeola bad becoae a ayabol of daaoeraey* 

Agaia, eqaally aignlf ieaat «»re poeaa l i k e Qae*a*8elf I 

J i i M * i i f i r l ^ r k a gl^ftgJlMt 8n<̂  ft Saag for Oeeaeatioaa. I a tba 
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ttilrd p&mm aoaticmed, WhitoaA olovatos to dignity «v«ry klxkd of 

iuuMUi iNiins* Oe pays duo rofttrd to a i l — a thl«f , a druniuirdf a 

prost i t t t to , a scholari a COMMHI m^ a aoXdier, and a I'rasidoiit —. 

gttti^le who fera ttia Attarlean nation, p#ople vhot« spolcfisiiaa Whitman 

bias« l f i s * C^Mi'a^Saif I Sing strikaa at onea tha iSayaota of saefe 

of y|iitaaii*s pootry. Singiag of iMiBoeraey lAd holding up a troa, 

ropMaantatlOil of in»l^a«ae —. ^hitaan's Chief ambition as », po«t of 

Afltarlean ooaisonalty —. have liaan e learly axprassad hero and tha poan 

standa nn », f i t t ing introdiietion to .^hitaan** obJ#etiva as tha Aaari. 

can tpo^eaaan. fhe aac .ad poaa, i aear Aaeriea Sia^iag^ i s another 

reaarlcabla •xma^Xe i^ara &ba poat, in too aost p@rfaet aanaer of tha 

trna r«pr»s«nstti»a of his country, ^'resents an iaage of Aa«ric», 

proud and t^eaithy* H&er.aniea, cmri>«nt@r, mmBoa^ boataan, daeic->hand, 

niiOe'mmnii%3tf hatter, vood.euttar, pioughtoy —> a l i fora part and par* 

ea l of the robust Saariea and raf leet a ganuina Jc^ tî irough tha l i n e s 

of th€ poat about tha acbiavaaaats and dreaas of the pre seat and tha 

futura* i t i f thus a truly r«pra8 atatlva p<Mia, again astahlishing 

f i r a i y i^hitaaa*« c la ia to haing th® A»triean spolcaaaan, as tanriyson 

i s uaiTersaiiy aeeiaiaad as tha aost reprasantativa poet of tha ? i e t o . 

r ian ara i n English l i t«ratura or f. S« £I iot that of the aodarn aan*9 

faaXings in tha eoaplieat^d, frustrittiag, and d i s i l lus ion ing vnsta 

land of tha l i f a of to-day* 

9» U0 Lavranec, vtio reeognisad in »fhitaan a kindred 

soul , placad hia i a tha foraaost rank aaongst e r c t l v e writers, oa 

eea8id«rad Whitaan to he ahead of a l l poets, pionaering into tha 
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wilderness of luii^enedi l ifsf «a4 beyond hia, none« barnard Sti»v*s 

cryptic eoaaent aboitt Mhit^in being e e lass ie i s no less adtastorf. 

M %h«mgh% tHat i t WAS eurlous that aneriea shoald be the otHf 

eoantrjr in «;liieh ttads i s not as obirious as the sun in tbe heaTens* 

when on his demtA bed iitliita«n signed the l a s t (139^) edit ion of 

yBnvms of wrftss, be w«s soravling bis aaae em — 

A seented gif t i and rtaeabrancer, design*dly dropt, 

Bearing the owner's naae mme way in the eornere, 

tbat we aay see and reaiaric »nd ssy *iiria»ose' 7 

fb^re i s no questitm about wuose* Few v r i t e r t riav̂ « 

so tioaistalcably identified tiieaselvts in the i r times, the i r nations, 

trieir iwlires as bas it t i t Wbitaan. Mis endless love for the et^mtm 

aas^es, bis sincere seal to servt as titelr S|»<^e8aan Idenfatigably, 

and b i s aagnifieent a t t i t ade of equality toward! a l l in a s p i r i t of 

divine nobleness will forever keep bia as one of the most aeaorable 

persona l i t i es in Aaerioan l e t t e r s . Be was one vto VBB in truth l ike 

an Indian Sanyasin in tbougbt, belief, pbilosophy and fietKm, tbe 

great equalising sp i r i t and soul of an Indlnn HjaX. ^fi^^ ^ Aaeriea 

witb an Xankee naae« 


