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in 1884 Wnltaen wrote in A fackwer: Glavce oy Ny Own sfosd:

fhe prevalling range of criticisxa on my book has
been elther mockery or denuncistion ~. and ... [
hsve been the marked objeet of two or three (to

as pretity serious,; ofrieial buffetings.
Again, turee years later he wrote in jdy Book agd 1i

After thirty years of trial, public eriticisa of thte
book and ayeelf ss author of 1t ehows mariked anger

end contexmpt more toan anytiiang else.

Jown Lo toe time of the poet'r de-ti: the sresailing Americsn opl.
nlon was that whitman was a third.rote poet and »n immoral man.
The year of his death, 1897, hovever, sav the beglnning of cob-
frontations of whitean with the poets to come, E.%e Robinson
sddressed = poem to whitmen in wiich he wondesred I poetry were no
longer possible except ac Walt Whitmen had ma‘e it possibdle. A
fow years leter Ezra sound wrote a poem in which he made a "truce"™
vith «uitmsn. T. . Ellot, dart Crane, vllliam C-rlos ¥illiems
dave all adaiited th-ir debt to the sage of Cemden. This change
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in whitman's reputation repressnts a triumph of sxternal, cultural

forces over the current tsste and tie modes of critieisa.

whitman spoke for his nation ceaselessly. He zave
volce to the Americen personality and shaped 1ts character. when
lucien rrice asked Alfred North shitehead what, if anytulng, origl.
usl and distinctively American thls country has produced, the philo-
gopher ansvered wit:out hesitation, "whitman."

Altt:ough whitman had suffersd s lot of .ostlle gik eri.
tical atiecks, there were nany who iknew that he wag really the singer

of American democracy and nation. Perry diller has remarked:

ees Whitman being what he was, we are apt to come
not frok a helghtened sense of fora or {rom a

quest for more precise langusge, but sisply
out of his ccnstanuy chm ing wmense of the
Americen doctiny.

The firest ocuarter of the twentlieth centiury saw the
rise of whitman, sark fwvain, and salville to frme. George
Santayana singled out wsalt whitman for praiss,. e sald culte
significantly:

Tre one writer who has left the genteel tradition
entirely betiind is peribaps wall whitman ecee o
For this reeson educated Americans find him
ratier an unpalatable pofisen, who they
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sloceraly protest ou,nt not to be taken, for a
repremataiive of tiheir culturej and he eertainly
should not, because tueir culture is so gentesl

snd traditional. But the forelgner may somstimes
ti.ink otherwise since he iz locking for what may have
ariesn in Americs to express, not the polite and
conventional Aseriean mind, but the spirit and the
inarticulste principles that animste the community,
on vhich its genteel aentality sesas to sit rather
1ightly. when the foreigner opens the pages of #alt
Whitsan, he tiinks that he has come at l»8t upon
somet ing representative and origintl.g

Van 4yck Brooks noted in his grest work America's
Coming of fie trat «hitman slone of them coul? personally move the
aodern resder. amcrson, Thoresu, Foe, nnd :awthorane, though price.
less posacvssious, were powerless to sway his conduct, nor hsd they
aoved tueir resders in theilr own day, if thelr abortive attacks upon
Anerican materialism be any criterion. They were cqﬁally unable to
adapt themselves to novel situstions; consequently t: ey left no

suecessors 1o spesk for subsecuient zeneratioas.

To Broocks, the significance of Whitman lay in the faet
that he combined the two traditions of Jonathan Edwsrds and Benjamin

2. George Santayana : Wiods af Doctrins (Loanden, 19135), p. 202,
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Franklin in himself. Brocks says:

But it happens that we have the rudiments of a
middle tradition, a tradition that effectively
combines theory and setion, s trsdition that 1is
Just as fundamentally Aserican as either flag.
waving or money-grabbing, one that is visibly
growming tut which hes slrsady been grossly
abusedy sno tids is tue tradition tnat begins
with walt Wshitwan. dhe r.oal signiflcsnce of
whitaan ie Lhat Le, for tie (lrsel time, guve us

the sense of something organic in American 11:e.3

Whitman thus provide to Amerlecs s focal centre in

the conschousness of its own character.

L37
whitasn presented unpurified, nn:uhllgihod American
life. tie hae sung mostly about three themes: (1) Ameriean pecple
and American democracy, () sex and sense, (3) desth. iie wvas pre.
enloently the poet of Americen people and democracy. e wWAB avare
of the defectz of democracy, yet he exalted it for his countrymen ﬁo

preserve it to make a great future. He eoculd foresese & Dotle

destiny for Americas. s anticipated the emergence and growth of

3. Van Wyck Brooks 3 lll%%ct'l coming of Age (iev York, 1968),
Pe »
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a proud and ambitious reace., Thiz grest race, which was slready in
the asking, recuired a literature thet should celebrate the demo.
cracy of America. That is why “hitmsn di¢ not sing of kings and
nobles and priests eagezed in their different occupations. As he

sayes in A opz for Occupstionss

in the levor of engines =nd trades, and tie labor of
fieléds,

L find the developments,

And finag the ehernal mesnings.

whitman, in .is pocms, palnted the sceial, politicsl, eud sprcious
seenery vwetichk: moved 1 im most. American @aell eNd vOken Crovd up
his pages vividly. The viacksaitiy begro teamster, tie btutcher,
the fermer back frem the flelds, the motlier sewin;, Lhe soldier
wetelh.ing the bavilefleld, Li#® cavelry crossing the fcord, the pros-
titute, tre pioneer, and diverse others «= all move In a crowd

with Life anc energy.

whitman wanted ‘merica to Lave a poet of ner own, »nd
vhen he found none, took up that task himself., i@ found s pecu.
lier fientity bDetween his personality and tiat of America. e also
reslized that Americs was making repid grogress in all walks of
life as a nev ngtion ani he became the s;pokeaman of the new experi.
ments in science, religion, and democrsey 1in a coaprehencsive asnaer.
da held that the poet was »180 a seer and gulde, anl he came for-
vard in those roles. He was s pstriotic poet who wished to see
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tiis country enjoy honour sid prestize in the eyus of the world.
Untc his day, the imericens used tc look up to Burcope for their
poetic modes and practice, but Whitmuan turned the table - ‘merdeasn
poet for Ameriem., Through the rude force of everydsy folk Whitasn
caw si:inlng an ideal Americe. xhiitasn's thinking did not seasure
dp Lo Lis inteptions, yel eaong Lre unin<teentn cesntury American
autkors he stood slone in pointing to men the patt between reality

afid tuelr own souls.

in tre literature of Amerles, »hitmsn crested a trae.
cltion by himselr, Cwing to bls laf@ucnes in the 1920's ~hitnan
escryped the dacsde's jeneral consure of the past. i WRg geen AR
1 r2bel 2. sinet tred tion, a lyrical celebration of "these United
Etates”, offerad » crallenge that could not be overlocked. t
ap,eared 23 a modern 13 Jays thet Emerscon eould not bhey ne »ffered
a vision of democrstic mad that could survive 21l the ecritiesal and
cultural onsiausits. Baing closer t.> the 1927's, «hitman's vork
apjpeared to be less implausible snd more assizilablz: than tasraon's.
Foets wio came auch after bim carried much of his mesea-e and many
ef his innovations of style lnto the twentieth century. Hany
aagesines, such as [he Soil snd Poetry, testifiesd to his influence.

Al
et eritics vere not insoﬁfive to the lisitations

and shcrtecoalngs of ~uitman’s personmslity. bBrooks says:
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Perfeetly right in ell his Instinet, hLe was lomt on
the plane of ideas. ne lacked = sure sanse of hls
ownn provinee and liamitations ... 2The rev msterials of
a2 raclal nora «bitman provided, but .- and in this he
rescabled EmersoR - hLe wes tuo passive to go further.
«# apsembled in hiasel!l and his writings the charac-
teristics of America —— with hia orginstod e most
cotagious, the most Liberating, the most unifying
pative impulsess but he falled to resct upon them,

to mould theas, and to drive thea home, He nhsd no
1deas, and Le wes satisfled to :mve nones.  He lacked,
sbove all, intensity. e was too complacent. .i@ was
incap-ble of disci;line and he did pot see Cih-t dise
eicviine is, Tor tmericans, tie condiiieon of ail [or-

ward mcvamant.‘
Ssntaysns has pointed out the zamett.ing when he says:

In him " Wnltaan / Bosemla rebelled agalnst the

genteoel tradition bul the reconstruction that alone

can justify revolutlion 4id not z2u.ure., His attitude,in
prineiple, was uttsrly dlsiategrating, his postic
genius fell back on tiie lowest level, p:rhaps %o which
it 12 possidle for poetiec genius to fall. de reduced

Lin fmagination to a pas:ive sensorium for the regis —

4. Brooks 1 M";')o 66.
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teripg of impressiouns. HNo element of coastruetion
reasined in it, and therefore no element of penetra-

tian.s

whitsant's insbility to operate on the level of lnte.
llect, of ideas, was responsible for meny of the s .ort-.comings in
his attitude towards America of nls times and its literature and
art, In bis ideas he was just an old.fashioned Jacksonlan demo.
erat wi0 never questioned the olé inetitutions. % took for Irale
ted the unformed and nebulous state of many things, not yel perma-
neqtly settled, Lut agreed on all Lanas to be the preperaiions of
an iafiritely grester future. it vag inevitable, tiat hLe should,
in tmerson’'s phrase, Lave swallowed the universe like s cake,
inevitadle thal he st.ould Lave teen undiserimineting, confused snd
a little fatucus. Lo afflim sufliclwntly, te rod Lo affira every.

¢ [Am‘.

L8
whitasn's experience atout 1ife was eoolourfully varied.
is sipped at every fountain.head of life. he lived sestfully and
often recklessly. ais multifsceted experiences made him seo life
steadily and see it whole. Certain admirers of hies geniup have

done him grest wrong in attempting to forge his contredictions into
S. Saateysna ; Ibid, p. 203.
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an arbitrarily unified pattern, They have tried to offsr elaborate
Justification for ais morsl and social sberrations. But ¥hitsan
often felt embarrassed st these enthuslasstic defences, since he wns
never ashamed of ssknowledging his "baffling complexities.™  "Yet
of contradictions made,” he wes only t00 bumen — "a Kcsmos, of

Manhattarn the son, " and as asscried 1o Song of rgelfl:

{urvulent, flesty, sensusal, ¢-ting;, drinking and
breeding,
#0 sentlaentellst, no standsr above men ahnd women or
apert fros ticm,

Mo anre maodest Lhan im.pdest.

whlteéan never wanted to ve invested with any binlo of

divinitys he opever refrained from exclaiming:

i ax of old snc young, of the foolls: as much »s the
wise,
anegardless of others, ever re ardful of others,
Aateraal as well as paternal, a child as well as a
asn,
Btuff'ed vith the stuflf that is coarse and stuff'd
with the stuff tiat ie fine.

At leest in tis own aind, Lhere were no reservstionsg, nc rsense of

gailt. ue ad sclhleved complese selfe.reglizatliacn. As bhe grys in

i

P
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Do I contrsdict myeself?
very well thea I contradict myself,
(1 am large, i contaln maltitudes)

whaﬁhan was therc, sbhitman wondered, who 4id not feel in
the deeper recesses of is soul derk impulses and inscrutable urges
runadng crishk.cross. e csnceyt of experience wee Limi 1t stould

be truly cosaic in ssptitude, excluding motalng, denyling notulng.
S0 he ssid in Lis poea Xgy Feloas on Frial iR Courtsi

busts and vickedness are scceptable o me,
I welk with delincuents with passionate love,
l feel 1 »a of them -~ i belong to thase convicts and
prostituces myself,
And henceforth I will not deny them - for how can 1 deny
nyself?

Consumaastion ol expericnee - that was his idenl. .eal truth,
according o ulam, 23 alledaciusive snd he Jid not shut out any

element as -~liea. So he says:

And uenceforth I will go celebrate anything { se¢ or am,
And sing sad lsugh and deny nothing.

It is surprising how 8 poet wio van never tired of msser.
ting tre common bonds of lLiumsnity si:ould Le sccuscd of be!ng one of
the gresteet egotists in litcrary ulstory. £ vritmnn prejerted

experience tnrough the filazment of Lis ego, l'e wre not trensgressing
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the canons of aesthetic communication. The ‘I! in whitumsn's poetry
does not signify the circumseribed self of any particulsr iandividual;
it syabolizes man in his universality. whitman always ssng in his
symtolic role as s poet of humanity. <Iherefore, betweon bis sesa-
ingly "egotisticael " utterances and the basic universality of his
self there is no difference. Fert.aps the only differeonce hetwveen
Lue artist snd t¢he common man is thet whereas tue f.raer can articu.
late uLls innermost [eelings and urges, the latter reaping mute.
Othe:wise, the poet, Lthe sege, and the man in the street, all carry
tiie same spark of imsorta:lity ino them. Tt.is ke says in Song of the
dndversal:
It 1s 1 wiho am grest or Lo be grerty, it ias you up there,
Or AnyoOnE, ese
eee 1 swesr polulng 1c good $o we mow Lot lgaores
tadiviiuals ...
The w ole theory of tue Unlverse l: Jlrscted unerringly to
oud ginzie individual — ns2aely

Lo you.

I sni You, se polnts ani counterpcints of the seme Divine
Eelf, must iuvariably remain linked to eact. other. vhitean vas not
an egoist, therefore, 1n any ordinary senge of Lthe word, 5@ und
transcended tie ramificatlons of bi: individual self to se:=k ldenti.

ficetioa with the universsl, the divine. To cuole avaln from fong
Sf_khe Universal :



Come, #aid the Mase,
Sing me & song no post hag yet chanted,
8ing me the universal.

L ] L
£ J

A poet according to wiltaman is nol & mere visionsry or a
dresmer, liviag ia an ivory tower, divorced from Lue griam reslities
of everyday existencs. Un tne otuer nand, ne is destiaud to play
a2 significsnt roie in siaplng the course of Luman history. it
Shelley thinks tiiab '.oets are the unacknowledged legislators of the
world,' whitman considers s truly great poest tc be 'the arbites of

the diverse,' ‘tue ecualiser of Lis sge,' 'the yre-t csancipstor.!

in ois demories of :resident eibceln, ¢ elaborrics 1is fceal poets

Of these States the poet 1g the scuable man,

kot 1a bim but off fror him taings are grotesque,
secentric, fail of their full returns

wotining cub of its glace is good, aotiing in its plece is

brd,

i@ bestows on every opject or quality lts £it proportlion,

i 1 tne arviter of vue diverse, Le is the Zey,

e is the voualiasr of his sye anc land,

He supplles viat wvante supy.lylng, he ctceks what wants

checking <.
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He i3 no arguesr, he is judgement (lature sccepts him
absolutely, )
in the dispute oh God and eteranity be is silent ...

Whitaan alvayes regarded Limself st ths natlonal poet,
nrojecting throuzi: his poems the grest {deals tist have moved his
countrymen. o wonder Ame ica har nov come to consider him a=
her authentic voice. spliman knew tietl to be repregentaiive of
one's country, a post sust assiduousiy stuay "out the lend, its

idioms and nen" e

w0 are you lndsed who would talk or s.nz to America?

isve you studied out the land, its id . oams and aen?

volitica, geogzraphy, priue, freedom, Iricadshl, of tae
land, its suostracuis aad objects’

aAYe you consider'd toe orianie of bue Jirst day of tue
first year of indepencence, siga'd by tue
commissioners, ratified by the states, aud read by
washington at tue uead of tLhe army? see

Are you fsithful o tuings? 4o you tLerci wuat the lend and
ses, LhLe bodles of wen, womanhoud, saatlveness,

berole shgers, teach?

Whitasn had himself served his period of appresnticestip,
assizllating Aifferent aspects of the nstional culturc before he

be;sn to -1ng.‘ ;8 did not feel dirscoureged wnen tae early yenrrs
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of his poetic career brought his little recognition. He wms jre-

pared to walt, since, as he sald in jy
"the proof of a poet shall be sternly deferr'd till hLis country
absorbs him ag affecct.onately as he hed abwsorb'd it."

drong later peeme throving 1izht on his conception of
hls rcle a8 a noet =re 1 Whpevsr You ‘re Holding Me Kow in sppnd, 1
wi fel “hitean secs “imzslf nropageting s new relipion of 1lwe, of
cosradestip, snd syzported by sfmiring followerey Cterting ¥rom
Fagranck, explsslzing gga:in the need of comrsdesrip ss the binder in
the sociel orzeniemy passsce To Iniia, wnich envirrges » time when
the poet be creams of shall asgsewhle » new Irinity : fod, Nature,
and Mang ig Shee Old Cause, tyinz hie honk to the world.siaking
efec.s of the Civil roiflicty and 1-a2t but not the least, The Mysgtic
Iraapeser, W .ci. proclalms the role of hie 1deal post as exponent

of a new univergal fro23ioh.

Indeed, the cycle had come full circle. ‘“hitman is
to-day not only the zrcatest poet of Americs, but one of the fore.
nost posts of the werld. e ir the full.grawn Loelt whose work is

A perfect synthesly of tie Boul of Men and Re-ture. As said in

Yhep the full-0rown foet Gape:

wWren the full-grown poct came,
Jut spake plosseg Nature (The round lmpescive glove,
with all {ts shows of Jday and night) saying, e
1s =zine;
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But out spake (ke Soul of Man, proud, jealous, and
unreconcil'd, XNey, he is zine alone;

- [ren the full-grown poet stood hetwssn the two, and
took eech by the hands

And %c.day and ever so stands, as blender, uniter,
tightly holdlng bands,

witdehi he will pever releass, until he recouclles the

two,
And wiwlly and joyously blends them,

Such & full.grown poet wes, indeed, wslt «hitman himself,

* . *

L s 7
Whitaan had s disgzust Cor cold logle. In his view

‘innocent Intuitions' and not intellect will enable zan to understand
the riidle of life. ipaves of Graszs, 1n this respect, is s strong
denunciation of all lo:-ical processes, snd s glorifiratisn of intui.
tive perceptions. whitzan distrusted all schools of thought, all
sects, « Iin brief, all tuet diviced zman from amn. Sor would he
like to be arsclrted with any sciool, dogua, or cresd. Free as
the alr he waegy L2 also wanted cls fellov husan bdelngs to pertake
freely of inc bouniies of Jature. In a yoem entitied Aygslf snd

Jiine, he werna itle readers:
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I charge you for ever reject those vwho would expound
se, for I can not expound myself,
i cusrge that tuere be no theory or school founded ocut
of me,

i charge you to Lzave sll free, as { nave Left all free

+~hiltzan beckoned ovecryone Lo seek tae ulliaste reallfy
"without edifices or rulers or trustces or any arguacent”, as sald
in [ Lear It wig Choried Agalnst He. e seems to be one of the
pionecrs of tie movement of anti-rsticnallaas tiet emerged towards

thhe end of tue nineteenth century. vhitmen znticisetes wergson's

intuitionisxs in ooz of ‘wself:s

LozZlc and serachs never couvinee,
Toe dawmp of the night drives dee¢per Lnto my soul,
{ pelleve 3 leal of graes is no less tran the Journey
-work of the stars,
And the plsalre is equaily perfect, and a grain of
sand, and the egg of the wren,
And the tree-toad 1s a ghaf-d'gelivre for Lie highess,
ind tue cow crunelLing wilh depress'd hend surpasses
any sztsatue,
And a mouse is miracle enoul. Lo stagger rextillions

of infidels.

it wag » strong reaction agsiust tihe cppressive Lyraany

of ioyic and intsellecet that Whitmen i1deslised such simple natural
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phencaena ar s lesf of grass, a grain of sand, ths runaing black-
berry, etc. is love of animals aiso emerged froa tie same distrust
of sophisticated modes of living and tidnking. Animals syabolised
for bim the innate yooduess, siaplicity and kindness of all creations
Unlike the world ol man wilch wallowed ia greed, lust, dupllicity, and
brutality, the world of aalaals suill retained the pristine hapiiness

and slacld contentment of the uJsrden of ZbLBi.

L6 J

#hitasn wes not widely reropnised in tis own ecountry
untill after nis deathe. But in hig last yeeore, te hmd 2 gretifyring
international reputation that helped gake ugy for the npne-leet at home.
in EBngland, France, and Jermany, he wss incrensingly hulled as cne of
the great maxkers of a new litersture. ALt .ougn many critics contis
nued to assail nis poetic talent in scurrilous teras, shitaan was
henceforth not without friends and ~dairers.s From across the
Atleantic, he was hemiled As » ploneecr. In the opinion of wWilliam
Micheel nossetti wiltmsn bLreaks with all precedent. He thinks,
seeaa, lianvents, cxecutes, and initiates eatirely out of hle own
persouslity. 46 brings m glowing uind into coatact wity his own
time aud people; and vie {lame Lrom wiileh it cetenes fire 4s
Americaniss. |

Wieltasn iias dote bils utmost to eing tue ;lory of

‘merica and tiLe ‘aesrieans throughout his writings and ss such he
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deserves vara ttanks froa Lis coudk rycen. ie considered himself
the spokesman for mankind, @ realiged the inherent divineness of
aan and his role ia the aystericus cyeclical patterns of Life,
Whitmen's lines never seem finished and fixed, but are slways sugg-
esting sometning beyond and his purpose was msinly to put a person,
a husan being, freely, fully, snd truly on record. Yet, despite
ail his noile intentions, ne bas orften been harshly criticised for
tis allesedly indiserininste nptimism, hollowness of pereeption,
transcendental rretensiocrs, flamboyant p=triotiew, "ng l-urnably

doubtfal enthusisem.

put if w2 ap.fonclh «nitman srom » sensiple and unter.
stanclog polnt of view, the matier with bim will not appear aes cheap
48B3 Lollow as that. whitzen lived throagh the Civil way, & time
when the cduntry ¥as on the brink of domestie collapse, being torn
tetween the op;osin: interssts of the shites and the HNersrces. From
tha time he begss writing poeme, ke recorded whet he gaw st Lhe
next door; he rernried the entire life or acvement of Americs.
ience tis poemr sre = very Talthful pleture of the ristory of \meri.
crne during trhore zomentous thirty years (1355.1886). VWhitean,
however, concentrasted his attention on the comuon, svessge Awerican,
sinee he thoight that the most important feature of the emerging
Azerican nstion wes thet it comprised covmon people, vith their
potentialitvies nnd Aletinet indiviéuslities. i became thair
villing spokesaan. in the farous brefase to the 1855 edition of
onves Of -rass «hitmen mentloned tils peculiar 'merican feataore,
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which only genius was needed Lo tTuly express:

Uti:er states indicste themselves in thelyr deputies,
but the genius of the United States 1+t not best or
most in its executives or legislatures, nor in its
anbasssdors or authors or colleges or crurches or
yarlors, nor sven in ite newspapers or inventors,

but slwaye most iu the counon people. Thelr manners,
speecl, dress, friendsulp, «se thelr curiosity and
wolcome Of ROVEILY w= tnelr self.ceteem and wonderful
SyBpatLy s+ Lhe fluency of Lieir speech o= their
delight in ausic, tLue sure syaptom of mauly
tencerness and natlive elegance of soul - thelr good
temper and openiesrtedness ... these sre unriyaed
poetry. It awnits Lhe g lgantic and generous trest.

ment vorthy of it.

in his review of his own poetical work, shitmsn ohser.
e (1882) thst what he hed
been doing sll those thirty yrars (1855.1885; waz O zive » foithtyl

record of the hopes and nehicvements of the commonalty of his netion

and that te wag the poet of the masses, of America.

keaves Of JLams i, or secks to be, sisply a faittful
and doubtless eve record. eve - would 2ing ..« culte

solely with reference to ‘merica nnd to.days ees for
grounds or AaYed of Urass as » jyoexn i sbandoned the
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conventional themes; ... none of the stock ornsmen
tations, or cholee plots of love or war, or high, ex-
ceptional personages, eee NOLhing e« for beauty's

$8Kk® «— 0o leégenu, or ayth, or rossnce, nor enphemisam,
pnor rhyme., but the droasdest aversge of huzanity and
ite indentities in tie now ripening ninetesntuy century,
ané #specially in esct: of thisir countless uxaszples aad
practicesl occupatiocnz in the United Flates tu.day. The
movezent of the varses is the aweeping movemant of the
great currents of living people ... courts, coumeree,
ssoulsciures, arsenals, stcessnips, railroads, tele.
grephe, citics, .. police, and ges, - ayrisds of
iravellers arriving, depesrting -- newsp-por, music,
elections, and all the features =nd processes of tie
nineteent!: century, in tue w.olesomest race =nd the
only stable forms of politics st uresent upon the
eartt. Along [ the_/ words /[ of the poems_/ syresd
tie broud lmpartiallities of tte Unlted States. zf The
Foet_/ ap,ears in his poems surrounded Ly women snd
cnxldron,.and by young men and by eocmmon objects and
qualities £ and_/ gives to it just wiat belongs to 1%,

nelilher aore nor less.

in ohe of hLis panphleta? WeDe C'Connor obscrves that

tne rosder will bebold in 5..1;._9{_9:.;1 ttie¢ lzsense and =csolute
e. vide The Zood Gra; Foet (Mew Iork, 1966 ).
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sunrise. It is all America’s own. In form s serles of chuaats, in
subsbance it is an epic of /merice. It i distinetively and
utterly Amsrican., ithout model, without isitation, without remini-
scence, it is svolved entirely froam one ;olity and popular life, it
celebrates ana contains the esseances, the events, the objects of
America, the varied landseapes, the tesming snd zisnt citlies, the
generous and turbulent population .-~ the whole gigantic eple of the
United States in all its magnificant reality in thase pages. e
aust study eaves of Grags in order to understand America, just as
one has to study the Jllfad »nd Odyssey for understending Greece.

Whitasn wrote sbhout the American people in his poetry
with all care, sincerity, and warmth. e »lso wrote about their
emotions and lideals eos the most accompllshed spokesman of the people
and the country. in the opinion of Van wyck Brooks whitman preetyt
=tated the American character. Every strong persoisl impulse and
tue co-operating and unifying ones, everytning that enricihes the iundil.
vidual, everyt:ul:g that impels and clarifies 1ln the modern world, owes
sometuing to walt whitman. Of all the Americen writers, whitman
alone, it seems to him, has pitched his tone to the real spring of

action.

Whitasn's poems undoubtedly show his profound love for
America. When he says : “Americe isolsted [ sing," it indeed shows
that to the poet love of his own country meant all and no other consi.

deration was more important or sacred than that of singing the glory
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and greataness of his land as the truly representative poet of iis
country. io Sohi of Mraelf, thers are many references to ‘mericac
men, women, scenes, and animals. Section 8 of the poem hLas plee-
tures of the heavy omnidus, the clank of the shod horses, the oxel.
ted and sngry crowd, the busy policemen. Section 1O kkx Las ple-
tures of the Yankee Clipper, the bostman, clamdiggers, snd the run.
avey slave. Thess »re distinetly Ame: ican flsvours. In Section
33 we get a moving deseription of the bombarizent, the attacking
cannons and mor.ars, and s picture of the war-torn country. In
Soni of banner at Day break, whitman expresses the wonder of the
ehdld on seeing the American flag wiich "covers the wihole sky,*
theredy siguifying the vastoness of Amerieca'’s strangth. in lIhe
Yould . resser tue poet recalls the days woen he moved about the hos-
pitalbeds nursing the soldlaers wounded in the Civil war snd expresses
magnificently the mo.d experienced by the wiole of the American

m tion. in poexns like  Cavkaln, sy Captain and Xihen iilacs
Last 1o the Daorrard Lleos'd uwhitman glorifies like an homest and
representative patriot the great cuelitics of the dead 'rreni.@t
Lincoln who steered the country through all dangers and strains of
Civil war days to safety and prosperity. iHe glorifies his sprawv.
ling, democratic iand in the most nostalgic and bucolie pietures.
48 reveals bere the most representative feelings of the American
husanist. To him iLincoln had become a symbol of democracy.

Again, eoually significant =re poems like Qne‘s.Self I
Sing, A sesr Aserics Siaglog, eand A _Seng (or Qecupations. In the
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third poem mentimed, vwhitman elevates to dignity every kind of

humsan belng. iie pays due regard tc all . & thief, a drunkard, s
prostitute, a scnalnr; 2 common san, a soldier, and a rresident -
people vho form the Americsn natlon, people whose spokesaan Whitaan
himselfl 1s. (Cne's.8elf 1 Slng strikes at once the Keynote of mumeh
of whitman's poetry. 8inging of Lemocracy and holding up a true,
repeesentation of En.Megsed - whitman's Chief ambition as » poet cf
Amsrican comsonally - have been clearly expressed here and the poem
stands ss » fitting introduction to ~hitaen's objective as the imeri.
can spokesman. Ihe sec nd poem, I _jesr America 8ipn:ling, is another
remarikable example where the poet, in tue most perfect amanusr of the
true representative of his country, ,resents an image of Americs,
proud and Leslthy. Mccianics, carpenter, mason, bostman, deck-hand,
slice-muker, hatier, wvood-cutier, ploughkboy -- all form part and par-
cel of the robust Mmerica snéd reflect a genuine joy through the iines
of the poet gbout the schievements and dreams of the yresent and the
futurs. it 12 thus a truly repres.ntative poem, a;ain estadlisting
firsly “hitaan's clais to being the 2imerican spokesman, as Tennyson
is universaily acclalmed as the most representative poet of the Vieto.
rian era in cnglish literaturs or ¥, 5, Eliot that of the modern man'sy
feslings An the complicated, frustreating, and disillusioning waste
iand of the 1ife of to-day.

De ue Lawrence, who recognised in wWritman a kindred
soul, placed him in the foreaost rank amongst cre-tive writers. de

considered Whitaan to be ahead of all poets, piocneering into the
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wilderness of uncpened Life; and beyond him, none. Larnard Shav's
eryptic coameat about Whitman being s classic i+ no lese sdulstory.
48 thought that it wag curious that Awerica should be the only
eountry in whieh this is not as obvious as the sun in the heavens.
khen on his deatn bed shitman signed the last (1897) edition of

Lesves of (rass, he w=s seraviing his namse on -.

A scented gifft, and remembrancer, design’'dly dropt,
Bearing the oune:'s name some way in the corners,

that wve may sec znd resark snd zay '‘whose' ?

There i3 no question about wiose. Few vriters have
50 unaistakably identified themselves in thelr times, thelr nations,
tielr pelves as has Welt Whitmen. iiis endless love for the comaon
masres, his sincere zesl to serve as thelr spokesman idenfatigaily,
and his sagnificent attitude of ecuality towards all in s spirit of
divine noblensss will forever keep him as one of the most memorable
personslities in American letters. He was obe who wasg in truth like
an Indian Sapvasin in thought, bellef, phllosophy and setion, the
great equalising spirit and soul of an Indian fggi torn in America

with an Ysnkee nane.



