
CIWT8*l • I 

o n \$ c r t & n 

of t i « may%nm Nvgro* Ho i s always mi4 in ^r^tsfuA rmmrn^ 

iinemm for his Mm^mmelGm iitsarary activity* Hs is esilsci 

s Hmi ll«^it>9 s rsdiesi, « consov««tivs« !igi wss f ^ t i s ss s 

postt «iit̂  Hs s^iovQd intt'matioiisl. r^mtstlioR in t d s rsspect* 

M0 is^« post ^ t h srtistie bsiit of is$M%di§ tbs pmmr to trani^ 

fof© his axptiHancss fw^a '̂ding tHs pli<^hts of II I sell l i f s in 

Aowrles I n ^ postiy of hS^h art ist ic iissitt « ^ ho i s i*SBsrk^»ls 

for his sjityt ordifitry po^wy of of̂ paPsssion* Hs is s cjrastivs 

«rt ist in t a f ia ld of ^tvo*»tmwiem post*Tf m^ i s tMiii»rsidLly 

rs«l%rflsd as Oils of tha oileiSnal. fi#W03 i l l Nts |iOSti« stftSf 

art «ii^ tsehnlmiOt cfaseondJing frosi W t̂it Whi^snt tincfssyt Md 

sti jal i tyt which ars laors tsoidly and eisariy si^fssssd t^^x«ti^ 

m%d raflsctscf in f̂cir|i)os*s postry* I*an§ston i ti^tiss is s 

edfiuto obsofv^r of aUMist a i l tho tsn^msiss of tii9|ttttis#i 

esnttiry ^ussriean postry, which ho has a^brtrorod with ttstisiAotis 

eavo in nis peotry* 

I'tngstoil Hticihos eaiBo of m « ^ t i o a s and sdoea^Kl 

f aisily i n JoplSiit Missouri* t^ was biotJ^tit t^ %» eit lss in 



•a* 

t ^ l̂ ^ddla «i t t» Ha graduatad fxoai Cafitrat HiQh Sehool lit 

Clmmlsmi* Ha was i|>poiiitad a taa^^r of Sn^iiati In MiJ^QOt 

mhmn ha waa at<|Hta«i imly« Ha ai>aiit ima and half frnm* I n 

llaicl<:<»t » lf»«sf at noXutBt̂ a itaiiiasfaltif ifid aoaa tiiaa as a l̂orlEar 

cin tNi htnh aaaa* ?lis aarly f9m*» wtra apant In ICanaa «id 

Clavaiifidf Na atayad in mud ti'avail^d Branca* I t a l y mnd Ij^Mn 

whrnt^ h& xmd^m&ok ^i»Ti94 Kwyka, atayac* with paof>la of vw^Setia 

pTofaaaiona m^ ndawd with fiao^a of diffarant elaaaaa* Mm 

wi«ia ti*avala« md stay In i^ffarant pl#eea and idth diffarant 

elasaaa of paopla afiH.«h»d hia a i^ i lan«a and f»oatie aind« 

f^ taa*a poatie caroar wpmrmdi fotjr daeadaa* T? rough-

out hia forty yaara as a poat ta was always foiifid aetî »a» ^s 

writart advlaary m6 eonfldantSf m always stood in t̂ »a forafront 

of Afro«%»riean l l tarary activity frotn his pomtt publlshsd f i rs t 

I n tha 'ferlsls* in t^it a ^ l y twantias unt i l t» liraattiad his last . 

I n tua "I'irst ««orld Pasti^al of Magro ^rts In niapkar*, *»« 

raealvad hoaia^ ffow ^aok writars md a r t ! at a froii a l l ov«p tha 

worlds to wrtoft Hughas's works wtra thair l l tarary Implrntion* 

Langston Huic|has*s writinri waa qra^tly Influams^d by 

tlndsay* SandtMpci md MRy**Lowall to vtham ha was Intxoduead tdian 

ha waa in graOKar school, for ha ha^an to wrlta varaa ilirinr} hia 



s^d^nt l l f«« His ^mmrnt as s fiost bS9«n ^ihm Nis f i r s t fioSM 

«T • ^mm ^ates of f^ivsrs* W M ^Ulishsd in t ^ CfiiAl^ Jims 

I92it tt̂ o Joiiffisl of f>ttfx*o 3J.fs mtS @0Mimk sdltsd liy w»f«Q«fla 

« , U . H. « » i ^ « « * U I « « . p ^ - ^ N. p - t t l . ^ h i . 

f i r s t «fo3.iitto of p&mm Itis Wssyy. .il..ns,ĵ # ^ t l i tlis pt^isst ion 

of his f i r s t VOIMHS of pf^mm i t w»s vfitnssssd t^st Hs^vo sxt was 

rsvivsd* Tiiis opsnsd mp s liorison In t i « Nsgro Woftd» ancf ths 

Ho îross tb#»9»i¥«s ^a^an to pxvivs tt«i «|tisiity of th^ir iniisri* 

tsnes* 

Tii« wsagy MtiiS usils iii» so f asitiuc M s post tNst his 

nasMi sprsad far and «i|dt» I t (tngagsd tns stt^itiofi of amities* 

Hugrsas isa^in to b» svaluatsd* *laii> Locka. th© ieading si^Kmsnt 

of "Tha Hmn Msnto* ojaogi^^il hi»» ?% dis«rii»d !*jgh«s* ss a 

tXHis ps(^ls*9 post* HtiQhos^s pooiaa of this voitjns ssi» %> bs 

lisssd on rhythms ss ssascmsd as folk sonris and am aooHa •« tkmp^ 

ssa-l^d M folVballads* This voitsas of posias iapartiid to hin 

adniration frosi Jteciro intallostuals i#io asesptsd hlai m ono of 

than* t ika thsn, l^tiss dionifisd Harlan with a ^snttlns art 

l i f s * m t h ths p»mBm9 of tiskSt ha attainsd tha pvsstigs as a 

spokssoMi for his own raes i«a* ti>a Hsgross in AsKuriea* I n i t t 

tha post i s always intanssly sub^aetivSf pMsiona^t kaonly 

ssnsitivs to baauty and possssasd of an onfaltarinc} skisical asnss* 
II nmtmmmmmm'mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmimtmmmimm—mmmmmmmmmmtitmm^mmmmmmmmmmmm ii i 

U Haw York i Knopf i924i 



hone^Nid h|» a» t i « pom, lmi^t» of th« AlMiri^«i Hmm* Htiihti 

vi«&««d Haiti in 1933 md e«ll«d on J««€|UHIS f l i i i ^% t l i i gff««t 

Hai t i m fio9t« « ^ il9terib«d hln a« ttw ^f9«t*i% H»^m ^iMt urtio 

h«rf 9ifar emm to pay honor to Hai t i« i %i i« LangttMi t^tios 

inddoiwd h%» apo9^ with tha fwiotry of ^|«|«i» of îBUdhig (1947) 

and tt^« t i ^ i Cl9^7)t J|ii ^fo»r*^ l>»«^ .^<yid ( 1 ^ 3 ) CMtgro f^ulsli* 

cation tcieioty of <via9riea>t f'yô dlopi î lon̂  (UtisottOf 1943) 

tawiont ^Qg Dat̂ c poopjo and othor oowŵ  Ci944)» *11 thooa 

pootts doal with tho ifMieti^je of Aif9tp»Maii,v%etm i i f o * 

l.ang(«ton Hiaglios had wide-fantjing oaipori^ncos aboat ttio 

Aoeialf o t l t a r ^ t anotion^ and ]3oiitle«i l i f o of tii# ^^fjroos in 

^laorioat w^Xeh m ntm eXoariy and mmprnti^nshmtf ai^ras!^ in 

ilia two a^liliigr^»feioa • J^ te „%i,,„ m4 I ^tonf^r a» I 
I J) 

W îw îrt Lanriaton Hugltaa wa$ an o](^Ior«r ^nd intarprator of 

hXmk l i f a * Ho tr iad his boat to ai^iofa Ijlack U f a aspaciaily 

t ^ hlmk l i f a in UXIIMI araaa* fiaflan typif ias i i f o in uerban 

Blaclt *Maar̂ cat *(hlch waa eharaetoFiaad by v!#i«ne» iraclal 

2 . taiopf J^40b 
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eonffuntatlun, e^ath imd mmii»T in th« ^f«®ts, famtattty and 

pot%€% tmpr999i&nt and blaeic li 'f»t i^hos has Miff«iy»rf in b l ^ s 

and Jmt i»o«»s» î̂  has ^mmn hiqtii'y pspsissd bf J* tii«Ntof>s 

f^^ i i r t m his ««iaf "TNi Iton l ^ r o lHi»t in tht Tii»nti»i* Cf»p« 

26*»27> for porlfaying « ceaj^lots ^id siitlt#ntie }>i«%tir« of N«^Po 

l i t * in AMnries. m i«»it« i 

*^i^h«s is th« Most prol i f ie and th«t »©st r«prai»n» 

ta t iv * of %1-m Hms N^I>(MIS« ^ training m¥i 9*p9wiMtm9 tm i t 

at th& €»ppiisitd and fmia Callan, that i i ";&< iiayt tia is a Nagro 

divinaly eaî ia l̂a of t^alizinq Cumieh i s 5nsttnetii»») and (living 

•3^ir9S8ii»i to C«t)ieh i t oiXtivatAd) t^a timk fiaftwbation of 

t̂ : a aoui - thar» is no m$mmm ol^^rwDTd - ^f tha NaQro*- Tharo is 

this diffaranea bati«aan tha prff^cXmmt t̂ w aoeiiQl worliara 

t ' lnk» -ttva doMaatieSf Tlia fwrtafSt t a dock handa^ tha faetory 

9i¥l9t s«d tH<» awiat waltiairs faal -» faal in a ^T9St tida that 

|!K«jya ovar into aonci and s^outt p^^f^T and airainetf Lat*i^ tar wid 

taara« Move than any ottier «fritar of th^ raea« Lan<ist<»i 

Hiiqhaa haa baan swtpt with this %%,dm of faalin9«" 

-̂kacihas had tha o|iportunity to aaa Mariaa and cmm in 

^iraet eontact %iith HarXa»t ^apaeiaily tha Nagjpo urban i i f a in 
4« •Tha Maw Haoro Poat in t ia t*«intiaa*^(aditor*s t i t i a ) * »ro«i 

J« Saoikfara î adding^ To ^tm A Poat m.mk (Ci apal H i i i 
ihiivaraity of N<artt. Caxoiing Praaa I9a9)* 



HsrlMi whdR t# was sttidySJr̂  #IKIIIM9I1UI9 &II CoSlmBisld tAilv^rtlty* 

To niMi H«7l«n was aors than a |iia«Ni ox* MttllK|« Hi* Ifitia^aat 

as a po9t %»f in i t s psopis «» isi thair manr̂ irSf t ^ i r tidliSf 

tlutir ^st4f«s of bravaddf t ^ i r dtfieas, l^alr cl£itiiss« t t i i i r 

thotightst and draans^ i^tli dsf«rf«it and Imimermim ttwtiih ha 

traval^lsd f«r mul widat l̂arlam rawidnsd tiis spijrittii3.t asthatic 

af^ «K»tli>niA hoAa* In tha a«riy fio^od of his poatie dsvaloir* 

mmtf tia ratiardad fiarian as a piaea of that axeitad .and moo* 

tionall«9d Nls art lst ie bant of mlJidi but as soon M N I altainad 

Maturity as a post In t l ^ f i f t i a s tmd sixtisSf Harlan was 

viaiiad by him as a plaea of (ftsf^ mmtHMT mrl mbm blight* "^t 

ha eontin^d to mn$&f t^a sotjndSf solotirs and rbythns of his 

pm»pl9* 1^ was tlw ift»«t prol i f ic mfl t^w nost stteeassfui of tha 

•lajor black writ'^rs wiio broutiht tlbowt "Tha Hari^ti llanaissMiCMi" 

dtirinQ tr̂ a 19:̂ 3s« As tha Hsriaia ^mm way to t̂ ia Ii^it«ssion, 

fiugrias sada his r̂ ind to sustain his saratnp as a postf h/f 

Wimim his poatry to tha pmop^l^^ Tha Daprsssiim so^Milad 

htift to think a naw about tha raiation batvsNm His (XMitry $tia his 

paopia* H I wrota in Th^ i:jla ^ a . tiis aatiibi0^«^h^ $ 

* I Wiintad to oontinua to ha a poat* Viat sonatinas 1 

wondarad i f X was b«rkim îp tha wtam traa» f datartainad to 

find out by taking poatry* »y po«try» to ny paopiat ^ftar a i l , 



J a) 
1 MTote BhiM% lto^o#«f and ^ I n a r i i y for Na^tiMa*' 

UUdcHî dcttyi Laikifttcm Kû r-Mis ««n l» «all«d tli« «]̂ pcr* 

ii#fit of tho *H«ft9n ll»fiidl«««n«»*» (i^ f£igfiifi9d î »p]lMi ulth a 

f^muiiia « t l i f t * Ht luldly and ir««3.f uaad ^la a»^t«fi poatia 

conrtMit md totm y^^ a ifi««r %o nalElag itia l i i a t faallnga md 

apNiad of pa^la in '^^mttm mov^ pmm^^amnk thun tliaf ^mam m&it& 

by oth@r tdaete i^ritafs i^ntanpfirary ^ t h bin* HIa pwmmmik^m' 

t ion of tha U f a in Hatlaa l« charaetariaad b»y aantliMiital. 

wt-ofvst <i»ilila?at ^fu^ addict•« cianaat^ra^ t^tsilsat. -"itid ^|ia 

l i k t t «0 thJit h i t '•farlaia liaeoiaas « I t i i ld piaea alao dat«»iad 

f'TOiB tb# actual dlty« 

Lan^ston flyi^iaa mm HiQi^y lapraaaad by Harlan* a 

(ilmmet^ ptimstHf i t s BuaiG, dancinriy and laagiitar «lilc! No 
(6) 

has «lrrcirad in ttm poaai ^ i n s t r a i »$Krm 

% Tiia Big Uta t by tan^aton Hmhaa CNaw Yo«k Nnoiif# i t40)* 
«aNMilNiai«aiNaMrtniHiiMaiMMi9 

6« fhMdli^^ad in Jtvt Cfjk^%tt» naataibar* i9a»» 



And wf ^ v o i r t 

! • i i t«| i n i t h «»fi9 

Yoia do not tNlnle 

I « i f f » r a f t®r 

1 ha«» h t l d wtf pain 

3Q JLonc} ? 

Q9catj«t ^ laouith 

14 id.d© td.th la i igh tor 

Yoa do not h«ar 

My iJi isir Cry ? 

Baeasiao e^ f o o t 

Yoti do not know 

I ^ « ? 

H«pl«a i s not cirtly a pls€» o^ i o v i o l l t y bi j t «1«it|®r and rteath 

aro fUisoparabXo t r a i t s o f Haxloia also* Gons and knivoa «ro 

tHa in t t x t ^Mt i t s o f fun* Tba plaasurroa i n Maplaai omanata frcm 

H<?KtmT^ akjaic, tmx arrf »onay« Tl^aa exfi f lwi i tba p*»yvarta*< 

taa taa o f / f i a r l an i t oa * 



%mmm&n ^ '^Mt WHS a |io«% of tfw H«qf««ai bm wrota 

for tha idaek pao^Xa* Ha fil(i^i«|i^ad raelal dii^iHyBln«li«ffw in 

h i t p&ttwfn Blaait paopla nmrm oppraaaad not miiy as a r a ^ Imt 

aa iMMtoaiv of tha tmrklni iiaaaaa# Moat uf ilia poana «r« facial 

i n ti^Mw and tima^Bant* m tslad his liaat to axpiain and 

iXltasinata tr^a Hagfo condition in t\m Unitad ft^ataa of %Mriea* 

Ma j^ipaaiad to otlwr biaele unritora to inHlta fyoQly^ and to 

anffifaas fr#aiy also, dtaya^M'dinig tha diapl»«aiwa of wbitaa or 

blaeleat **If %iihita paooXa mm (|ladt w» ira ^ a d * Xf thay ara 

nott i t cbtisn't »attaaf« w@ icnow «9S ars b««Jtif'«iXf m^ m%f 

too* JLT colos^d paopXa «tm pl^nm»d wat 9m «I1IMI» f f thay mm 

notf tfi^^lr diiplaas'-jra ffe»«an*t aattar «»ltl»ar« WS' l»iiid ©m» 

twapXas for tomiTtmi^ strong as «a know ho«»» anri «•§ at^id on top 
J?) 

o^ tha watintain, ff«a ^^ithin ouraalvaa** Wla poaais writtan 

on aW'-f i^jout Magiro Xifa in ftaarica ara t^a vaXid at atanant a on 

t̂ =<t Nâ i?o Xifo in %iarica# 
iaeiaXi«Ri« vioXaneSf ls»>titaXityt oppraaaiont aoeiaX 

inj|^stie#» and ina<«iaXitiaa eonatitttta tna Major t*. aa^aa of tha 

poama writtan on Nâ pR» Xifa* Thvoimh hia poaaw km has teXf^y 

voiead thosa in;itjaan traataanta of whiai) ttm bXaak oiaaaaa mm 

vietiiaa* 

7» P<ihliahad in Ttaâ  .̂ ^A ĵ̂ f * * IWa« 



CIMMIO Me K«y*s ilm» «• 1948} vittw of raeial dla^>|» 

iBlnatiofi hacj s iHst&net ^«riiig on »«i^i«a*« li«ii£lliiS tiw thmm 

of p«cii^i«B^ i»l0l«mot ai¥l iinitAlity* il#e iC«y*i thiUfd ifolMM of 

po9^^ Hî î n S:i»<loii» «iiQag»«l ^M ifttmitton of bl«elc iMrit«rs 

tr9<s»<f In i t th# #»ct«MHitiiflf |ii«taftt of r«isii| f^aerSiBlUiation and 

«liil«ne«* t% ntmn m mmm^ of tho int«npiK;i^ ftrifft of tht 

porl©** Jti»t aftar th« War. 

culturOf tli« Ka<9n} Lifo in ^mnpiea t̂̂ o hittorleiA b«tta|.«otMkf of 

fern Httfis*o9'8 »» .<sii ox-^loltod «rtd ofioroas^rl rnoi In Aavfica uhldi 

f>»oiiicb'< hSai f*itli thm th«fMi8 «f wrttiwi |»«ti^ on tf^tm^ «• 

wrot# t«v®raj. po®»» In urtitch Nt ilnviilofitcl th« thoHMi of raclifl. 

brutality mtl vioiofi«9« 

•Thft aouth" la «n •xaapXo In fsolnt t 

th« Xasyt XatAQhinr} 3tiuth 
witi. blood on i t s potitti* 

Thtt Jinny* f lood a»ittii« 
Boast «* stronoi 

tiH^t « bridnsd 

?tt« «hi3.d «• nlndsd %iith 

Jopatehing in tho d»«d fix*«*s mh»» 

^or s N«qro*s boms* 

8« ^tibliahod in Jtm e r i t i i in MI22. 



flugft»« WAS d t ^ l y p^Tt^.tTm4 bf t'm mimwimB of tNi blaek 

««««»• ^tho W3vk at • 9lm99 » l a^ r«s ' t tif«(|ii3r« singliiS s«rf 

SQuga an?̂  a vlctiis ^̂ ifeai© ^ar*dt i*tr;t chĉ ĉ Mid off «ftd them |iurt 

i o ^« th» '111 hm ilv»ri .f ccm«?f«t« »ea3uwt of thmm irtteii.«« 

i n th» pti%m **Th» HB^T©** 

X an « l<ta»9fti « 

Blaek as tN# nl^ht I s ha ask t 

alack Ilka tha d»pth* of »ŷ  «lfr4ea» 

2 'v® torann a «l3»v# t 

f:a®Jt«? to ld iMi to l^sp M.$ <*ooifc'«t®|>s isâ â ** 

I bn.isr^ad tfse bo t f of W«siiingtc»n. 

X'vs lM9ffi « inorlt^r I 

'3f¥:^T mf hmfi ths pyi'snA'fs seross 

I resfli iioTt.«r for th<» «%oXimipth Stiildtn^* 

t ' v 0 b«cm a f i n ^ a r t 

s»ll tntf wsf fstjR ^f f ics to f t#of^ la 

T <imMi9d wy sorrow sonqt 

t msdai r^aritlPfi* 

1̂ «̂& bssffi 9 viotisi t 

The ilal^lafis «tffe off «f hands 4n ths Congo* 

Thdy .\yneh ttS s t i l l in llississlfii* 

file:///yneh


Bisek ss ths ni^ht I s t]|s«k 

mmk 3.ites tm limpthB of m^ AfirS.es* 

Tlis inhijmm sttitiids ^iam»t4 ti>9 ^mk mimm i s xwsiAsd l a tiis 

poeiB " I Tho îght I t was Tflfi^lmfs X Wafi%sd»* Hsrs tiis blselc 

HDBsn ars sold to 1^ ssxttslly snjoysd* Tiis sseoml stsiixa 

QOllf iX«IS i t t 

f \mom now 

Thsr^ is s CrystiA Fsises lit M̂ritiNr«p 

ffhrnim a litaiHyad mmam mil t^mir nalcsil boHiast 

And th© nloi-st - lovsi^s of sailors 
(10) 

Wait for oisn on docks In dsnoa* 

%s racial dis«zliBiiiation« violone© and brutality fom th© atajor 

tt-isaios of his po©try« Htiijhos eontlniiod to «irit© pooBS on thss© 

ttMWMS Up to his Aatar© sta§9 of pootie G«r#©r« ^ io lsn^ and 

brotality ar© obvioas in th© pomn **l^jn|nghan SLStday* < 3ipt©n» 

hmtt l^t 19<I3) In viiieh tt © fio«t naxrstos riow four l l t t l © girls» 

nho want to 3t«iday Sshoolf %i»r© ^*i%aliM |yn#Mid t 

9» FtoiB Th© waary Bliias t Ptiblistwl in Th© Crisis i^23# 

lOb r^pyriaht 1927 by tanrist<m Koqhos* Copyright swisusd* 

http://AfirS.es*


Four l i t t l e g i r l s 

Who i«»vit t o Siyida^ Sehool t h a t day 

ikmA iiei»9r eana baek hamm at a l l * 

But l9f t InstAad 

Thai? lileod i^on th» wall 

With apattarad flash 

And l i loodlad Sunday draasas 

ScoPct̂ ^d by dynamita that 

Cbtna made aaons ago 

Did not lar»o¥i what China ur,de^ 

Before Ci Ina was ays^r Had at a l l 

vtould - raddan with t ha i r blood 
ca) 

This ilizrainghara - <m - Sunday wall» 

•tlvsays tha ^sm" la a poaia in v<hieh H«§».»a has fjfarlasaly 

aeeusad tha whita %wirleans of axploi t ing, torturingit vobbiii§« 

sbootinc; and ki l l ing tha blaeks* Thay ara a i^ lo i t sd md 

tha I T blo^d ^ l e h ia atiekad by ths whita onas i s convartad 

in to dollarsf pounds« franeSf iMsatas and llFaj^ whleh aaka 

t h e i r fortuMa t 

Sxploltsd baatan and robbed f̂  

3^«t and ki l lad* 

l i* Copyright 1967 by I^angston Htighes* The Panthar and Tha 
mmmSmSL 



Slood vi«m§m into 

P&t trm iwalth of ha «i|iiQitiiirs -

lHaod tn%% n<fii#r cammn l3«ek t o mm m^&Mm 

flhiX9 dai&lfig niitli rac ia l tliserifldiiirtit^* vi&lm%m am! b r ^ s l i t y 

Liitsstctn HMirih99 w#s nigU^ant of thm nisar«bi« «(aiiditie»ns of th« 

lf»{}X^ mirkliiri ejas* %^ch i s »e©m»ilG«liy victlalscad* The-

fiottas "tjiti for » r).-?i* ^ l i t * , *l»»#t O* J»«»4«* *Hon9»|ele Slu»9*t 

•itoa^itto* • I'-asa %»it«ijfi!i* *Port#y* »te» of y | ^ qu>th«st t o p%9 

Smv C1927) reveal t^4i W#ri*ci workinq •* cl»«»» In *^st#y** th» 

poiit <l9cri©i» »eoO0salc di9«riPin.-itie>R wad* to th» Ha^ro l»«wrt«r» 

Th« diidiiiq of th# ^o«iB I s 9»rc«»tie t 

Rieh olcl '«ihito mjMi 

Owna thft ^ r l d 

To S-̂ .lA** 

V«ft« SIS' S 

Htighas Ldeb.iatad duufiomie ffiaorinination Hi h i s poaa **&l9v«tor 



. (12) 
Hoy", -xhrn portrait of t l » Hegro wiorkiaaii in *lras« 

%iitoong" y»v9«ls the fact that the Nsgroes in %»rieaii are mmia 

to <fi.seii'r99 Inhtinaii ŝories which t'm nihlto on«a think t ^ 

ftait^tls Ktorks for th* Hi^roea* This i s also a tfp& of exploi­

tation throuqh racial disciHUBination* Ths posn bsgins t 

Cltan the spitoms, l»y« 

I^troit i 

Chicago 

'Atlantic c i ty 

Pnlm Beach* 

c%9m tt-e iH»i'tO':»n», 

The stean in iiotel kitehens« 

And tite aaoke in hotel lebbiesy 

^nxi the sliii» in hotel ^ i toons t 

e • » 

Although tmi^itxm Hoghes's fundanental mmmm l i e s 

in the black condition in %ierie» «id the ef^Umetion of black* 

ness* the integration between t '^ tm> (white and blaek) conm*> 

n i t i e s was his om of main ptiX|ioses* t h i s integrstion does 

not nean that he wanted the ebolit jm of the bteek elsss« He 

wanted that the two classes of ^^mericans should l ive In peaceful 

eo^existenee m6 should be integrated on the bond of frantemlt^ 

The black cooraisiity co-exists with the «4hite one with distinct 

la . Jack Bonso (ed) s Monterey (ca l i f ) Peninsula Herald*r>eee«ber 
12, 1958. 

RORTH BENGAL 
University Lrbrary 



• i # -

idmntity m^ ei^ti^ra* 

Hucihaa f a^ovirad da^«^m«idoia4n««« or dtiai^ 

idant i ty* Ha asaartad t^a intan^latwdnasa of t^ia t«io 

idant i t l ag* His vlalcm of st?ciaii m%a f i o l l t i e a l U f a was 

that ha was both an Aiaariean 9nd a N^gno* I n tha grastar 

nationidl Sanaa ha as^r tad his ^^wiirleifilMi, umi iwithin th is 

rmaim^ ha affitmad his hlaelcnass* Tla hSlaek f̂ a«)1̂ 3.a na l i ^ 

t a i n a dist inct raea fi-oR tha «#)ita onaa within tha ^Mriean 

social and p o i i t l e a l U f a * tiMigs-ton Hu^has always a f f i fwid 

his fa i tn i n his liainti a blaek ^nariean* ' ^ was ashanad for 

thosa blaek «iritors wrm wantad to ba Mora eonoamad i^th his 

baing poats than bain^ aambars of t ) « blaeic ^flnrieans* Disra** 

q&rdim tiwir idant i t laa and d ist inct ei i l t t ira, aooa blaek 

wr i tars vimi^md to ba ae<»ptad into tha siainstraan of Mmriem 

l i t a r a t ' i r a , but '^igMs alviays Bi in ta in di«t an«a frooi <^is 

phllosofiHy or t ' a prinel i i la of bainq a post* Ha Msarf^d 

hXasle aast w l i e * la i s c ^ l n i s t i e of ths viaw of &n» 

nat ional i ty with two d is t lnet elasssst whiish i s elaarly hintad 

i n tha POSH " 1 , too, Mm *a»r i€a* t 

I t toot slJKi ^nsriea 

I im th4 d^rlt*tr harotlwr 

Thsy ssnd na t o sa t in tha kitchan 

IfNm csoapany eonas 



Qkit t Imm^ 

^nd a at %ai2!l 

And qTam %tT&m» 

ToMOfVOW 

X*X1 ba at tha tabXa 

wiwfi etmpmff eowia» 

Hetedf *11 dara 

3a|f to oa 

*S*I i n tht tiitciMm", 

Tlioii* 

Qaaidaat 

Thay*13. aaa how iia«itifti3. 

And tm aahanad «» 
(13) 

Xt too* sAm 9mmte*9 

In th# "Th© Nafifo* pi^li#»ad i n tha C r l t l s ( 1 ^ 3 ) Hiirihas sdvoc»-

tad two ao'ilst t%io thoiwhta Icnittad ao t i f |h t ly not to ho totn 

Into t«iio aaparat* parts* 

tamftton Hughaa hi^hllii^ tad tho problaai of (^al-

eonaeiouanoss in asaay "Tha N«9ro Art is t and t i a nacial Meiaitftin"< 

Ha ^ifotm t "Ona of t i « «»«t proadsinq of th« yoiniei Magro po#t' , 

said t o ma onca* *X w«Mit to ba a poat "* not » Na^ro poat*, iaQ»» 

wing sylieowsciousXy *I wooid I l ika t o lia a w< i t o poat* t laoanlng 

13« ProBi Tl>a Kaary aina^ (New York t Wnopf 1926)« 



bahiiid thatf *I laotild lika to ba «rfilta'» 'Mnd I was soxry tha 

young am a^d that, for ito graat poat âa ti'^mf liaaii afraid of 

baliti hinaalf* And * X doabtad than that, «4.th his daalro to 

rtin away apl;rituia3.1y from hia raea, "^la boy %»iild av«r ba a 

9raii%«»poat« Qtit thia la tiia aouaitaifi atandlAi iji tba wmf of 

itfiy tnw Nâ r̂o Art^ln ^aariea •* tbla tirga idthln tha ra^i toward 

^fhitanaasf tha daaita to potir raeiai indlvlcto^ity Suto «ta 

oold of Aiaan«an atafir^«riiiat&oiit m^ to b® aa l l t t la Hagro and 

aa nueh nwmriem m po't^bS.a* 

Hiirihaa midmS t ••• *»tt, to ay lolnd, i t ia tha duty 

of tha younciar Nagro irt iat , i f h9 ac«apta any Aity at all fro« 

©litaidairat to ehunga thrwidh tha foy«»i of hla art ^ a t old 

w* l^iariiig# •! want to ha writ«r*, hlrf?%d in tha ^piratiofia of 

hla paopla, to "^ly ahoiild I want to ba wrltar ? I » a Ha<iro * 

midi basutifol*" 

Bo^haa eontinuad to atata t *% I an aahaMad for 

t ia blaek poat «mo aaya, *X want to ba a poat, nor a lia^ro poat*, 

9a though hit mm racial world wara not aa intaraating aa mw 
Ci4) 

oti^^ world«* 

a m m 

Tha ttlaari^a «K>rkliig aonditiona of blaek world̂ ng 

14, Ptfl^iahad m tlia Hiy ĵpn. C XXII (^M 23. I^26)» 



elsss inspix«d ths post sml providsd iiliii sMpis seops mi thsas 

to writs postxy i^ot* In '^is vospsetf Hugliss haA <^s6t knit 

liittsr sî (M»risnes« VNyts In Sohoolt ^ mmmmi s Job In s hotsl 

whsi« fm si0«nsci to i l s ts snd spitoons* This i s rsvsaisd in ths 

posn *ir«ss S|»ito >n9*« Hsrs hs has rsprssmitsil hiitiiif ss ths 

rspTSsimtaitiifs blsek Xsber in ^^Mriss* In ttis posn *L«jf|htsf«* 

Htighss touches on ths m>rlcln«i eonrfltii^s of ^ha Nsgvoss t 

nrmm stncfsrs 

Sloiy tsXlsrSt 

Dsncsrst 

Loud Isuiihtsrs in ths h«ids of Fats -

My psopls* 
0 1 ^ * ¥fsshsi«t 

EXsvstor - ixiys 

Ladiss saidst 

Crap - sHootsrSf 

Cooks* 

l f d l t « f« t 

<#a9ixS'S'Sf 

l^xsss of babiss* 
Loadirs of s ^ s « 
f%>»iiidirs« 
Nurtbsir of «frit«9rst 
eoasdisRs In VsiadsvlXis 
^nd baniiasn In eivsusss** 
flrsm «• sinoisrs t&l • 



•20-

FeXit ie* eonstitut^d cma of tli9 Major t^raoa^tangttim dueihos'' 

po9trf» ' M l l » ac»0» Qr#at Ms^ro pcMitSf jf̂ MLnci to boeoia® poeta 

onlyt diMiyliiQ t̂ i© ifit«r0st of poofild of thair ^m coraiaifiltift 

Hugh«9*s pviMfUfy uln «M pttrpMosd wns not to !»» T»c9afd®d us a podt 

only« but as it |io9t eh«n îofiSiiK| t !» cmitmt of th# tilaek intar^st 

In AREMfiea* !-to »ti^v« to â  ad liqht on tha racl^d. diaerSJiSjniition 

'itiS.^ was otsontially a social sin that ttiti^ns tiw nwi%%&na3L 

ehBT»e%iiT of 'Maox'lea* Th« Nseiî oss ttva soeiiAly ofip»SNisssd« pol i ­

t i ca l l y doprivad md aeonoi^eally ai^loitadt 

Tha <lT9at i¥^fit of tha Oapsvssion of tlia ^20*8 draw 

Itiqihas attantiim to tiim cMMStsiist idaids* Tha Hagfoas wira 

passing through *jttar povarty« Hil.lionipf|Cas as i » l l as poor 

p9QpX9 loat avarything* Wif9rfem^ f a l l in this eatastrc^ha to^a* 

thar* HtJKihas bacana intarastad in tha soein'^eonaii^e situation 

of Russia and eoiHiiuniiii* Ha was sura i^m i t ^m oMsiuiiiSM t ^ ^ 

eould aava paopla fron pevio^y* tha synpathatie attituda of tha 

eoiBisunlsts to tha socially mvi •aonoMiftslly opprassad and aiiplofr* 

tad class mvi ^ a i r attaiapts to m s l i o r ^ a tha lalior conditions 

isiprassad ^ti^has* 'itt^as was gfraatiy attraetad md inflttsnead 

by tha Marxist i<laals of tha •nict atorship of tha Prolatariata* 

w h i ^ oould alona aaka tha Na^roas eonsoious of thair ricihts of 



«fhi^ tt«y h«v9 immR m» %&m ^hprhm^^ This cftMS fi&t tmm that 

Hughtts alMifl «t foiii^ag p»llt iG#l party to «afitua*9 pmmr Hi 

AiKiriea* fi<Hr was Iw intftf^stocT In poiwr | ioI i t ie«* t^»t h* 

iiit«fi<fo<l t̂as to i f i s t i l i into t<« lioc}»)9» tfio eofiscloasnesa of 

thmir vigiYt* « t)«Ritt9h tti» Msniist i<l«al.s» 

t.afk|8toft '-^li«« t«4« e«iiiRitt«<l ta ctonaoeraey* f^ 

was tli9 PiRmitiwiiji in xkm i^mmn.&m* Um^ro t%rlci« 'i» mum a 

FofMl hiiaanlat* B9 sti^^w to ii«v# dtwoerae/ onsumd to th# 

blaeli ^%Miirl€iRi* tm ^9qv909 mm ho^m ttmm bitt tb«y aro 

always and 9V9rftAmw& elid&iiod* T o ^sek ^ia»rleans ws « 

iisiirl%fsrf X'lies* Thsy v d always dtt.se3rtis&fiiit»il In t îrais of 

iuatlc® m*i n|ipoytt«ltt»s» •tll isyty mwi Jutstles* »ft«3P wHldi 

the bl.s«li cmss as^ifs i s » f«r c ^ fiPois tNMa# Tt?* dsnisl of 

f|i»i«itiiig ilwsoeraey to ths blmk ''m§T%emm has vti^Mmd ths ^ap 

betwsim thif hl^mk and t^® «iiiits ^ssifleans* ^^hss sotrM to 

lif^ate down di»tlfi«t.le»s» H\« afjn to bif»«k **MI« tNs kinrfs of 

Histinetlons #iieh aaleo raeisiB p£*osslbi9 i s not iinrslat#d to 

his ysatnlng to W&Mk down d|stMn«tlon« of a l l tcliiiils# Ths 

follo^lnQ two Xlnas of * ts t ^isrica Bs Amirleii ^a l f i * rsvsals 

ths fact of liisf^i^lty bstwssn ths vr^lto m*A ths WLmk 

1 
t^is7«*a tm^mv bssn •<«islity for «# 

Nor frm^om In this ^hoiMlsnd of ths frss** 



Hn r̂wo laonchod tho ttov^ioiit for dtniotiraey B»aiit 

for not only tim llogroos« bitt for aHl WLmk mA vihita aIl.lco» «9ho 

aro dopr&voil of i t * I n his 9S9«y tltXod **!% ^m^lca* tiii§h^« 

9iiPO« ftiiX oi^rtti^Um to tNi f««2.|ii^9 abottt %MPl««n« «id tho 

%Mtrie«n9 nhoi* f^odba i s donioil* Ho bo^in* ttio •«s«y «^th 

tho hops of tHo donooriitie {I«vo3.opnont of ^oorlea i 

•This i i »y l«(icl ««orlci»« lf«t^fle»^Iyi I lovo i t -

i t i s hoMi • m4 I m v t ts l ly ooneottwd abmit i t s Koros« i t s 

donoer^syt Mid i t s «ii3.1*lMiiii9«* Hioso eonfossions hiiihiiri^sts 

Hta9f4iS*s soiMltiwrit to %Wfgics ss his mm ea^jmvfm thai osssy 

onds in «noth«F tsstansm of fsith * • • • « « « • Icnow • » • that 

Asioriea is a land in transition* ^nd MS loioiv i t is within our 

(book poopis's) pm^mr to hoip In i t s funitsr eiiaii|is toi«ard a 

f in^r and bsttor dssio«raey than any sitissn has kno«si bsfors* 

ths Ansrican ^^m bsi is^a in dsaoeraey* fio want to nalos i t 

rrn^H ooiapiotOf work^ilot «>ot i^iiy for otirssli#os * %m f i ftssn 

isi l i i im Jark onas ^ bat for a l l ^nsrieans a l l ov«r ttto land** 

tangston Hti^os was tho wpto^m^m for blaek 

eraey* Ho l4Hi|iast«d tr̂ s instiaslity fyyevailing in svory sphors 

of blaek l l f o * Ho was ^miits awaro of %\m fact thsl ^»s blask 

w i l l not bo givon f^adcMi on tho qroimd of hiiRianity* Hs waitiod 

ths black onss that thoir if«hit« eoimt^Tp^rts lioaid not aiprae to 
!» • L^m^ston MiiqtMS n^mUtr (Mow York)t fiaorfto 9r««ill»r» Ins . , 

» 5 8 f̂ •̂ !IQ0b90l* 



^r^Rt than frtddom thstitigli mam^mlmm tm opwnSng iliids of t 

FxHMMliin w l i i not ecMM 

ToH«yt this four 

Hor ovwr 

Tli» ec9fi€liidinri linvs reveal that Langstf^i Hi^h^s has mtee^mtimi in 

imitilllfVT! tisii ai«(»liP«tion for frmnimi ifito t i # Minds of ths 

Xs « wirofig Msd 

Plantsd 

i n A 9 i ^ ^ fMisd 

I hmw li«i«»t too* 

I vi<arH fWHBftom 

t^tiKlstofi Htmhos w^s ilsl1«*se€|U«|fit«d with NvQiti histofy* Thsir 

histoflesit eultttf^it ool i t icsl md ooeisl l i f t mmm^d his 

«tt«ntif»i« ?«9 %Hmi to rsBind ths N«@vto«s of sons p»st ii^si* 

cfsnts in ovd9V to htixn^ stioiit thsir eonseiouanoss In eennftQtion 

with tNs Msgyo l i f s in Ansrie«« Th« ^giroes ««Mr» afraid of 

ths eivillsstioAf for i t stands fo¥ HshomMii^ntlon to thon* Ths 



Mhiai<i and «xp3.oit»il than In ^ « ii#a» &f thdtr eti^|«&iiQ 

ttlstliifi 111 ^wmrlmti 8liie«i tl)tt fli«i«ov9ipy of MMtriea In ISM 

Thwir ^ifUtixInci nitsioii wita fGlliiw»ff hf tortiiif»8» iwi 

»tir<i»r« «id 9i^1^|tAtioA* th îm »!• at¥«r«l luei^ntt th«t 

T-»^ftdi, thet tho blsek of^a eoulil not tolarato It mud m^m 

«lK}ii;lv« a%t9Mpts to llb.»r«t«i ttii»»««3.vat frian t̂ i« htMm of tlw 

wiilt« oi»»«* Octobar 16 t Tî « R-'»i«?' ci#al« with Mugyi} partlel-

pation In Mim mmm*s raid In Has|idr*t 9mnFf^ ImmxHmd to 

»«iit«y« ff«eda®« But i .« s^vol^ttlim did not siie^9d« Bxowi 

wi»« eiptuiwit triod md sontofieod %Q dd«tu by hifiali^« thl» 

la a ffittiiiorft eomi9et«d with t » Wogro*** tttmiTmijm fojp ft«*-

Jotvi QvoMn* 

JTotvi ii»mn 

1̂ 10 took his ciiiiit 

Toole twvnty-ono ooni»jin!on« 

ifblto m^ hiaok 

mum to shoot your way to liroodon 

vmaar« two rivors noet 

And th« hUl9 of tho 



Afnf dl<id 

Hm tha t if&ti «p« 

MMif ys«r8 ff««t 

^4^ %m #c»w of ^ # C5.1II1 w«f 

hXid Qtwm hiMNllf 

Haft ii»il!$ \3imn ^im4 «t l.fl«i» 

H«iK|e<l by th« fMieley 

.and biff̂ l#d m tho groimii -

Slii«9 'Ifs-parft F« f ry 

I s «liv« with «|iio«t» to«i«y, 

rona «a»ln to ^mm * 

You vfili Y^eflll 

Ylift If04iv iHiif fJdii «fitti t^id po0t*« cjorsdrallzation of a 

HQ^TO fmnT of «ivS.liis^tlon* tfe4g!>03* "taiasnt for Hark P«opX«»* 

CJijiM 1924) pojptrays l^a t r»d snd Wi,»&k a®f> -̂ fs f ^ ^ n from t^-mir 

file:///3imn


pyiiait lvt ham-$ and "csc^d in tha e i r ^ i s of eiyilifatliiii**« In 

tha po«n "1 Dy«ai a m>rld* Htiqriot 9|MI«!(« of twm«4im §OT t3Ll -

Wh«t*i«r WLack &t Miit«» Ho dr«a»« mmrtc* t o ^ m iiioal. lanrf 

vtfh r̂e fT^mkm for a l l %dll |iro¥aiI i 

ft viDirld 1 liroatt ^rimT9 blmk o r «fhlt9« 

wi l l tharawi ttio i)oiiiiti«9 of th# ««!rtH 

And B^f&Tf nan i s fwmt « • « • 

titt*i»toii Mii(|h«*t a p » t fsHo» d9«lliiq wSLtH tNo'Mt^to llffe In 

^iMri«% " a« «yec««»ftilly mMamismd nn^vo soii3« In '^oeowlty ' ' 

in Hlonfeag» of a 0g9i«i tlofor.rtid| h« deals iiitN tii© cc^aplexities 

of HoQTo 90iii» H« iXse «iipo$es the folk Jib© t 

% dkm^t tMv» to db nothing 

btjt Q-%tt ilriiikt stay bl.ick and die } 

Alttomih tm a.-ijor tHerao of 'itjeph^s' pf»i»t*Y i 3 ^^^cial^ noi>*r4eiii^ 

olljmlnat^d tiie ii(»no'toriy of thoiao in h i s jiotttia vmrks* This 

t^iseitt i s oss^n'^isXly ^vipoalinq to msdiirs* 

His nowr i c i a l tbans o^msists in lovOf <<o«th, l i f s 

17# Published in y»ift m^yk .̂ 1»©braii«y^ I945# 



Mid fi«ttix#* Intwnraeitl. i^ytieaS. ion* fiJHis Its ft&l.«9t 

mxpmt^^xm in ^^ poemm *tt»l%on^^ ^mtlmt Niilit eiiiA^ •t^* 

HtieilMft* oonedptlon of doath la •ssttfitiiiiiy phiioaopliieal md 

tr«is®«rMiMit«l* I fki not laiow «# otli^r tan^stfifi Dti#t98 tvad 

nrnklf fHL^9&^ or nott Imt hit eono^ptiofi of iftiath i s itJNHntl«* 

enl vAth tt-at €if riiekiiiii>fi» Htigi«»*t b»liaf i s f. sfe d»ath ! • 

m Ji9@»fit %h$/t t̂ Xps ^oals »iik\4a altliiiatdXy v4ti> ili# Oivllftity* 

•ThTfta" of -•̂ ieXda of l^i|lflbf (1947) daa l s *d.t*i i t t 

ffhoxa f^ath 

9tx«tet>«« i t s «rids Hoidlsons* 

%t¥i tm mm a^^i^s ne sidsv 

Asyc»ss t̂ is slqf* 

Thara «ih«vs nothing 

Xs s i i , 

I 

*t» !m nobody, 

Will ?i««oiii Infinity, 

divinity. 

In tiis opinion dsstJi tirings atdynal rust and paaoo* «̂ ia«n in 

gy«n»ft ea(i alona anjoy it* Hogl-iss axpTss^s this view in the 

poan *iravo Yaitl* of i*islds of Wondsr i 



hem y««i|ji9 p%9^ 

T̂ tetf *•:>«« of l̂ is p<»»j»« w '̂̂ ch ^ « 1 vAth deatli ara liisttiiet « i l ^ 

da^s wltii th# ©Mtisfiiai f««t«y« of «cti«#iti*9 of ^m noon In 

l y r i c * ! #i£j3ar«s«ioii of tN« tmm^f of ii«%\tf« dtoiios'atail by tNi 

«ilfvilll9 r̂ av»» audi lll(Mlll«%<l^ hf t^« m>all l&9ht t 

In l&n^ Tmk% 

Cutting t\m dai4cn««9 

WttH t:s»l# silifar #\«ikSf 

Cutting %tm (lartcn««« 

^nd kissing tha noon 

And b»«tin9 tho land's 

Sdgt into « iMoon* 



Hugh** wm kmm OR fi«tiirii| b«ati%f« Th« btait iful. imm^ of th9 

mm noont mm tim^m^ tti» i>«««|Mi elotida i s •xotljlsfitly em^ 

%•<! In th» j»»» "^aw Mo«i* of gj^Icli of WwiiHya *airth»^ a 

pomit of ^^^^d.i|̂  .̂pf Wotidy d««l9 w i ^ cfiffuft^it n i t t i r^ |ihofiQ«iMis 

of th© coiiil« «»osld f 

Dtit of w^"4^ 

^nd raeofi and tyn 

I.ilos strok® 

Of iiglitliili^ 

3oia® a«Th 

TO © i f !^ 

To %«!I1,« 

l̂ ughos has fialiit»^ Iwautlfttl natwiw *• pon*.%ita in ths IKMHI 

•I'ulfiXiiSRt'* of PptUda at fJofUfaî  tm mmn la hora i«|WP«»aantad 

as an old qrand iw-t̂ t̂sf who eoddlas and kuHs iis. Tha poan 

ands i 



t i ^ m o ld ^yiiKinot^ip, 

!3l«s^?< SIS ifltli « l;iM 

And 8l9»p 

Teok 119 bcath In 

rmpTtrnmnt^^ m m anlivaning fKi%«ax' of n«tiir»* ti)» pŝ am 

i^piins t 

tn tism of s l lvsy ra in 

Piita foi*th tmm l i f# ag-iiin, 

hnA fi&*mrm l i f t 1ii»ty hmmiM^ 

And ov^r all. the plain 

tm «wnd»r j^srewsfs 

Of Lif® 

Of U f « 

Of l.lf« 

Tn tho po9» "Mareh ^ t m * in Thg ^-^ry 133 uo^ Cl^Sil) ti?® m&on 

l9 paint?»rf nAkod and onhlusi ing* In th» opinion of Htieth«8 

t?T« s«.i i 3 reyattrlotss cro,itl©n of natax^» In th« po<M *3»» 



phmmmmmn of f®:*y isid %vtarl4i99s« 

Nig»ili9ht» th« p»«t*» r o i t in p r s s t w l n s ti»# tewitf of f^mm litm 

H*itjh#a*t coneaptMifi of 1©IMI i s bcith fac ia l «M wa>» 

r s e i a l* On ths 0n# ^and h® l A ^ a s t ^ s V<m ii«)|1» %M^e«ii9 for 

th®ir cftscrisaiii.-sjtinrt s t t l t ' ido towmrda th» tiUmk Qtmst ©" *^e 

oth«f h«id, ?T« i t ffeit ?»̂ *itii5<:»i»#«i «ic! vlrifliotlvs to a l l #'.« ^ l t # 

iiitr2.c«ia« lt» .«*1$0 lo«^»s tu* w^^ltt cmai as ©gwsh as hm lf%v#s th© 

M(K58*ooa« 

!.ov«, Jay •5'̂vjf fVollc ,fir̂  Inrterfocsfeed « in In i s potit»v 

"^vpay fleilo^fies* of ^i@tda of mm^'^ Is f i l l e d ^ i th lov», joy md 

l a i t ^ t a r ? 

Aid ae«tt«r 

Oat t>f t i» laoon i 

ftoekata of Joy 

Dljomad too aoon* 

aaaldaSf Lafi^stcm !̂ ui{|lti<i3 haa tuuc/fu>d apun an^aantie love, ptiysical 



md *^ WLmk PiMTtet^ lnoti i n l ^hy - .w t ipy .^^ i are mif\»m6 i « i ^ 

e&mm^iontl3^ |ihy»ieia loira* " a ^ a p * ©f f^jp.^dj^, e f ^c«ld»y d a ^ « 

i«S.tb ^0 ^9%%m o f i ^ t i ead l XoiNi* *Th» Bxoath of a %i»** 

d»tkk9 w i th th« spliMMifiS, natum of t&m* •Wal.is* o f Fjajldt of 

fjofidgi' hi#14f|ht3 tH pmmm%miit v^lvt^ of HI.IBI^ l lf»» 
«aiMliMM«MiMlrMI> » J E 

t«v is ton Htaqfhoa's eonotptlorj of r«3.i^ton I s fuwda-

it#nt:»1.^y ficift-'«i«tarlaafi» His a t t l t t J ^ t o ni tksttkmitf «• 1% 

pr#vai l» i n %a»rlcji l » »» t i r i t i f l # "?© v-̂ aa not a tp l r i t i aa l «wi 

laadinq a sp l r l t t i a l 14f«} ha had not sscplalfWid and | j i t ^ i | i f ^ tod 

l i f « frttfs tN» point of raoratity OP di-^ set Ism, Ha o p l n ^ that 

TQliql&n 9imMld ba hoRan afid ssrvo t i i t porpoaa of nan i i l lka* 

i-'-jcihci h--i3 exol.^incid .wri IwtsT^yatad c^ i r la t la f l l ty 
I*-

f:paft.^3''.an'^iiit af soei,^! ^^d ^conotalc bactf§rou»d of ^laorita* 

H® «Jtcorli<t»it tiio sowperclallsatlon o f CUr is t ian i ty* Ha tiPlad 

hia l»» t to i l l i i rointt© how th«» vdua o f chr ts t ia i f i i t f htm tmm 

c!^®ip»nad ^wi dari^fiat'atad I n th9 han Ĵsi of po|t9a» piPda<jNMP»f 

roi^;>oTs etc* i n t>*e poa» *fiood»lijfii r h y i s t * t 
i l t j t i t * a da^rt' »€»»?• 

Tha popaa and ^hi$ pT»nct^T9 *^© 

fiado to iK'jch ooitey from t t f 
thoy "va sold yott {Chr ia t ) t o too many 



KlniSt gsfisralSf ro^isrst mid lcill'»rs -

i¥«n to th9 Jnm md ^hm rossaeles • • • • 

tanciston Hueihsst thoiKih ho *?as «iraatly in^pirsd lj»y 

Marxisn* ifid not look upon roliqion as tNs *H3f»iuii of lifs*** Hs 

had fixti faith In idsal Christianity f^ich ean ciivs tMn a powsr 

to f a ^ a l l %fm ê  allonqss of l i f s md t ids otpsr a l l sorts of 

advoras eiretsnatiness - faeinci l i f s * This viaw of raligion is 

ssssntially non«>9setarian» mit tlis nalprsctiea of rsli^ion 

lifhieH sntails niaariiis mA catiass sxploitatitm and opprassi<m, 

has l»Qttn sxpoasd liy tna post in his postry* 

Kingston Htighss sxplainad elsarly to John fCix̂ atood 

of a r i t l ^ Col(«ilda*s Vaneouvar Sj i on %tm ard Dseseilsrt 1 9 ^ 

about his attitods to religion in ths follo«iiifig ^i»rds t 

• l * » not anti«Christisn« ! •» not siainst any ons*s 

rali<|lon* i^ligion is cma of tha innato naads of tasking* <%«t 

I am ariainst is ths •isaao of rsliciion* mst I ymmH rsdie^ils 

i t • * • ^^atavor part of (lod is in anybody is not to bs playsd 

withf md svsrybody has got ^ part of nod i n thsn*** 

Thsrs ara irtiout sixty odd poons« writ ton by tanqston 

KughsSf whieh (isal vrii^ iroli(|ion (Christianity)* Tha siiaplsst 

ars traesd in a qrtnafi of six lyrics md songs vsrsifisd variously 

bstiissn 1926 and 1964 that sslsbrats ths story of ths Christ 



Child* In •?© <^ytin«* ^High»« htiMfiims J«sys ehri»t» **>»i«i9«-

flMKift P>ay*f "Pray î? Mt^ting^t "*lU«n^r* ancf " îHsoptufieo* i^vaal hit 

•tt itudb to r«S.ijgion# for in tii*«t po««s Hiieih»« hat eon«tntrattct 

on tht rtXi^ixitit telisft of t^it prnttgonlttt* 

Htaghts*t stt it i idt to raiigtlon i t rat iontl* H© 

Iwlidvot in tht imiortslity of tcml vmieh latx^t mith tht cereal 

aooi* In this rtsi>#etf ht wtt dto|>iy influwiesd by th« Zndim 

rt l igioiis serliitiu^s mi Walt i^ii'^sn* Tim idoa of iMsortality 

of sotil and i t s sitiiat«|ti«Rt Mtv^o viith Ood i s tPtvwaltd in ths 

poWB •Thrtt" of ?iad» of mandtr, 

nmt Hu^hst is citsitt « r i t le« l of t^ttorttd Christia­

n i ty In %Mries» In "Christ in fi'lt$ibm»*' (1931) hm re^a^ls that 

t^a raeiiA svi ls itavs Imm otit^aead mmplmm Christianity* Hu^Nis 

•xaoriates th« iiraaishars* eon«Mitriition on thair sarviea eharcias 

and QDonareial Msntality in tha fioami "Sailad of tha Man «fio*3 

fiona* Ci942) m¥l "Night ''tinaral in ?4ar3©«* 19^U la has shtrply 

erit ieisad tha raalcataaring in tha €tiiirat#s* 

tan^ston Htm îas has bi t tar ly «ritieisad t t« nisusa 

and isalpraetiea of rallgiiin* Ha has also takan a ar i t iaa l ^iaw 

of so^oallad Christianity in «liieh thara i s raaial disarininatlon 

and Glass hatiwd* in "^b la Salt" C1966) ha says that had Jasus 

liaan horn hlaekt ht would haiHi baan dlsaHowad antran«a to n«iy 

publie iilaaas* 



I t cm IM ondouisftadQly said that t.ing9ton Mtir|h«8 

had d*0|» faith in Christ* In %hm fxisa "Gr^Anation* Ym daali 

indltt) i t and lO^as ths bjla«lt p9isplm t 

P7«iss Jisiis 

Tiia eoiofsd r&m ^4X1 rias I 

l.4n(|9ttMi '4iif|haa ia a poat-artist* Th» follt l i f e of ^nariea 

**ilch ia t*i» eantra of intarast in his poatryt ^»» haan trans-

foffiad into hirih poatie art* Ii«*iha8 laossasssd ^patt postie 

l»o<>«a>- hy «#iieh !^ has fioatieally aj^irasaad his aî ftariiMicas il>oitt 

tba hlmk l i f » in *^»f4ca# T̂ '̂s h«i»tity of Magvoas* faeast ayas 

mid soitis has lia^n f^oatieally f>andat«d into fina poatry as 

vwimaXmdi in •My l>aopi«* fitMishsd in Ths Crisis * J ^ t 

Tha ni<sht i s haautiftil 

So tha facas of ny paofiia* 

ths stars mto hsauttifiAf 

S I tha ayss of ay psopils* 

^ a t i t i f s ^ aisOf is tha sun* 

Bsautifiiit aisof «rs tha souls Gf ny paofiis* 

tangston Huq îas was a post of axesilant poatie powsr* tha 

axssilanea of his pootry l i as in i ts di7aetnas9« v i ta l i ty t 



iit¥4mtiv«ii9sSf set t iJ t i ty* htMort ami «aRity« m mldtm •J^filft^ 

t9cf th9 ot>Ii€<u»f 9 l l i | y t i e« l 9ty3,9 o f Hira Potvid and T«S« S l io t * 

H is t ® e ^ i « » l iwwf i t iwf isss i s traced i n th« po9m *niw«i Bo<ic|is^ 

What did I %8f 7 

I * • happy I 

f Mes i t mtitf 

Hsyn Pop 

^9* bop 

Mop 
(48) 

H i s *.3ong for a Dark <Hi»l* p a b i i ^ « ^ i n Tba Cr i s i s (i923)€iivQa 

a faw instaneos of i ^h»s*s sftie^odgaat pootie v i r t i tds* Sliapli* 

e i t y t v i v i d and n>pi»opri*t0 inanapy* ««oiiofKy and s o e i ^ signif i -* 

eanes tm* mmtk$4 hmmm Inrnte Jif iftaposition and iMifon^d 

syi^oXisn (ero8»»voad) ara also t ^ i e a l Hm^hesian tsehnlrmas 

%«o]rthy of noti«9v 

tannston Hite^as i s d i i^ is t and aifirYl&titi h is pootry 

i s f ros f ro» obseir i ty* Tha e*i«pga of obsetjHty »iay b« bro jght 

aqainst Htjqhaa liy cma who i s not a«<|u«int«d ^ t h tha Afiti-Aiaari-

csn «iordSg phrasas and fo lk d ia laf i t * Tho lanr|Uac|a of Htieihas*s 

le« Pfoa Hontaqs of » O f Hi P»f»ry^y i ^ a l . 



pdwtpf i s si^!L«« lucid «id el»ar «id h« writes In • mamme^ 

siitional sti^o* TI18 eommrm$^ijont&. t«eNni«9S« of NIs |io«%ie 

ImaMm^ «nd t̂ m dime^Ms* of hit fti^presaion of id»8 ara 

rmm9%md in th# po«a ••i»th»t« In Hayl«ii* in mm hmmlr B&9^h 

m i930 t 

That in t h i s ni99^r pa^mm 

1 •timiid n««t l i t * f aett to f a«« 

niian for yai^St x had b»«n «d®kin9 

tiiftt In fi^M^s 94ii|^Mf afi4iAEifi§« 

tintil t eima to llii« itiXm m^sem^ 

^nd totrntA lif© 9t«|ipilli on Wf fmi% 

ffm diaiftcts «lii«h tannwton Miiqh** uMd in hie fiostrif are 

Mai aiithafiti«« ttia ^ C P Q * of oliMuirity i s ^ftft«d by tha 

aiithamtieity of tha diaiaets* 

charit^t fra^ammm and ai^i ieitnasst nfhi^ mmtk 

black poatry ata eonapieuouaiy rafloeted in tha poan *'Tha 

Na^ro" t 

Z ^ i a Nagyo 

Biaek as tha night i s blaek 

Blaek l ika too dapths of ny ^fviea* 

Tha Jazz riytNas and tha idionatie lanQuasa of tha ttnas hava 



9*mllmv%iY a0î r«%«€i his p«<»tie itmmm^* But trnmntom Ktî h^s 
haa no eontitil amtr tho etm^mJamwmm of {ll«tlim and tho Mitil* 

oat 0ro<iilo» of IiM9l«t |w«tyy* Ytt wt «#«iiit dwny or overtook 

%b9 liinovaf%ii»9no»» of his irtiynss tmi ittetlon* 

Htmtiss «i«s now levoiair iAt«ro«l«<$ in fXNitle fosn 

thsn lmimm»* Ho IsM sp^eiia «%>h«i&s on iwtrieia sywstyyo 

His pamr of invontivonoss l ios in tho l^tios foirn. 2n tlio 

pvff^vf pmmn of ?li^ eSu^os %o tho J w Hughes oi^lains t 

*'Tlio adiios • • •«••• • • • • • • h«vo • strict rhyno psttotfi t eno lonei* 

lino ro{>o«tod <«id s third lino to ffhyiao «iilli tbo first tmo 

sosMtinos ••«««*«••#•••• tNs 3o«ond lino • • • i s siS/ihtly 

t^tm^ md soastiiBos • • • i t i s oi^ttod«* "Po' t3oy aliiss" i s 

writton strietly in seoorHmGO viith tho liluos fofm« It ofsons t 

ifhon X was iio«9 ilo 

Sflishino soosMid l i l^ ^olcf. 

wton t vi»» hatm ifo 
Ci9) 

Sumshino sooMd liko cK»Xd« 

Ttm J«x3 poem i s opposod to tiie bltios ono in so far as tho 

rigidity of fofn i s ooneomod* Tho Jass pooia i s «fith «iy 

fixod fonB« aid ^lorohy i t i s a sort of ftpoo vorso. Tho 

voeaXity md taalloninoss of tho Jas« ar̂ > opposed to the instnjH 

BMintality mvi agriressivonoas o*" "Um bX'Jos> ^ t , the 5a2« poetry 



i s lm9^ ««lth tNi bomef of rhythns tnd •xubtrsneo* Zt i s 

ssssntiiAly sitisiesi* "Ite^iar to Son* jM^Ush^ci in Tfta C r i ^ s 

Oaeanliai* (1922) is rhftNide and »ijaieai» Zt paints pietUT® of a 

aatx>iir#i (% Naqro "̂tmaii) who iabttas bar son idth h«r cMmr p»it%. 

aist^nea i She is ^ i t o voeal stent har situaticm but toiaraftt t 

Wall, 3MI , I * 1 1 t a l l you i 

t i f a for laa ainH tiaan no erystal stair* 

I t ' s had tacts in i t f 

And splintars* 

hwi boards tom upt 

And plaeas with no earpat on tha f l o i r * 

Bars* 

Hut a l l tha tiiaa 

l*s« liaon *»Qlinbin* on, 

And raa€Hin* landings, 

md tumin* aomass, 

And aoaatlnas ^ i n * in tha dark 

Wmvm thara ain*t bairn no l ight* 

30 boy, don*t you tutu ba«k« 

TkmH you sat doi«i on tha stops 

*Causa yau finds i t ' s kindar hard* 

Oon*t yott f a l l now -

»or I 'aa s t i l l 9oin* honay, 
I*sa s t i l l aoiiaiin* 
'̂ nd U f a for nm ain't baan no crystal stair* 



Tiie langaags of HuK}h9S*9 Jazs 0mm po^mM i s SMift* pae^d snd 

tho #)qE)T#ssion of J ass pooBis i s spout ansotss* T^^ liiii§uari« i s 

aost o't%n eolloeiuisl* Tt® s f *#«t of h i s eboi«s of fotus and 

h is oasy ^md snooth handling of tns foiros i s ^ i t s te^illisnt and 

unoqalvoeal i n ths Islsek world* Ths fhywihs and diet iot i mt9 

syneopat9d and, t h i s syncopation o f rhynths and d iet ion i s roa l l y 

no¥Ql snd innovativo i n th# h is tory of «̂  fro«%isrican postry* 

Laficiston K(«gli«s has alviays stood awray froei tho 

t r a d i t i o n a l postie langyags* His lanctuags ss asod i iLpost ry i s 

ssasnt la l ly Qomiorsstional* Ths ssntaneas aro Qrsmatieal mid 

syntaet ica l t and f ^ « n a t l e s l l y liordad* 

« « • 

L^SKis^n Hugtiss i s a l y r i c i s t p»r oxesllsnee* His l y r i c l a a I s 

atopls and aeomsiideal* Hacwtmeity la one o* tha saost atrikinci 

f sa t i res of his l y r i c s * His l y r i c s are the ptare affusions of 

ths poot*s h®art* M«i9ie and aslody «p» wsldsrf i n his l y r i e a l 

postry* '4is l y r i c s w» aisant to bs sung to th& wis ical aecompa* 

niasnt* I n h is l y r i c s Hs has s t r i c t l y aiaintnlned riiyas m%d 

BHisic* His Pislds of ticMftdsr i s parsly l y r i c a l * T- » in tens i ty 

of foalinc) and a dsap passion »ark tha l y r i c a l qua l i t ias of his 

l y r i c s * His "Baorth trng* i n Pjslds of ffondar i s puroly l y r i c a l s 

Xt*s an sarth son9» 

And X*vs bssn wsltinc) l&m 



^T m aarth at^ig* 

X t * a a ipjbPiiig iiDiig 

f *i#a haan waitlnn long 

*^or a 9f*t!tlm 9om t 

Sti'caiej aa tha iKirat i i ln of Ymtm ^ < t » , 

Stroiifi as the # ioo ts o f a IMMV p lant« 

Stipoiuj aa th» eamim ^^ tha f I t ^ e h i l d 

^w»» I t a w i ther • a «Qiii>-

^n 4 i r t h Sang S 

A l>aby aofii I 

A afirinc! m^n^ I 

I*va iaaan wa i t i ng lam 

;^or an aar th a^ic}* 

Lan^stcin Hitshaa i a alaqyantXy pra iaad by c r i t i e a as a graat poat 

f o r h i a ay|>*»rb poat ie «pt t tactmifnioa md s t y i a * Ha i s pra ised 

as a poa t i i^avintj tha p0«»r t o ascprass p o a t i e i d l y h i a as^ r i aneaa* 

Tha iBoat i a p o r t « i t eharacfeariatie o f h i s « r t i a h i s aacuntta V9» 

oraa t ion o f tha iflia^wpyt id i«m and ayntax of blaek apaaeh* 

•Htjghaa'a a>%rly attaiapta i n tha twant laa t o f i l l tha r o l a o f a 

Poat Latiraata of tha Maqro l a d h i a t o oraata a ^xjdy o f ytork t ha t 

was organic i n nat i i ra* Tha t - ' - i d i t i ona l l i t a r a r y soorcas of 

i n a p i r a t i o n t wara f o r tha »o«t p a r t bypaaaad* T\m sourcaa of 



his po9tTf was to ba found in tha anonynotia unhaard hlmk laaasast 

tha i f ffiytNM« thair d i^aet f thalr U f a stySaa* Hiighaa aotmht 

to lAoeiit)o7«|b ^ l a ontappad raaoufoia of liiaek talk lanoiuiaqas 

into a now Hind of poatvy* Hia p^TwrntS^ mmfmrimm^n at ralatad 

in h i a a^ttolsio^aphft ooaiMiiad wit^ Hiia folk aiittaTial to pm>^ 

vida theiaatio diaanaion tc» hi a «ias^« Tha hmmim t^^iaa r^^aiB^ 

din§ tha Amarinm dmam «id i t s ^sai l i i i i t iaa for tm liia«k mm 

vmvm always in hia poatry* Trm tanaicm ba^iaon tlia unraalisad 

df«aB $md tha raJiO-itiaa of tlia hiaek axpariancsas Sn Aaariea pro* 

viddd thd dynamo* This taii8ii»i batwaan tha natWÊ ial. tmA 

thana laid ttim ground niorH fcnr tha if«my %iii4^ eharaetarisad 
(20) 

!iiit|h«a^s vmrk at i t s boat*** 

20» Haynond Stoith t tangaton Hucihaa s evolution of tha Poatie 
Parsons* 


