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Rules of the Library drawn up by the Founder. 
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Laity in and ru·ound Calcutta. 
2. Not more than six volumes, or three separate works, are 

to be taken out by the· same person at once. 
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STQC~i~f\fG~2ti1fce may be taken out and kept for one 

6. All books borrowed must be returned on the 31st of 
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7 ~ Should the books returned on those days be again re9,uir­
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10. Any person on first applying to bonow books from the 
Library is required~ to give his Name, Occupation and Resi­
dence for submission· to the Trustees, and, on their sanction 
being given, for record in the Libr~ry : after which books may 
be taken out by him. 
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PREFACE. 

THE following Compilation has been made with 

a view of presenting to the general reader, a 

concise account of the origin, growth, and 

establishment, of the power of the East India 

Company in India. 

To those who, by station, profession, or habits 

of study, are familiar with this subject, a Com­

pendium of the principal events in .the History 

of that Company may still be useful as a 

reference . 

. At this period, when the attention of the Le­

gislature is drawn to the Indian Question, it is 

presumed that this volume may be noticed by 

its members. 

To the able work of the Right Hon. Robert 

Grant, entitled " A .Sketch of the History of 

the East India Company," published in 1813, 
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the Author is indebted for that part of his nar­

rative which details the History of the Company 

previous to the regulating Act of 1773. 

Much of the remainder of the narrative is 

an abridgment, or rather a transcript, of the 

highly inter~sting work, entitled " Historical 

and Descriptive Account of British India, from 

the. most remote period to the present time." 

The publication alluded to, contains, in a mo­

derate compass, a full view of the history, natu­

ral features, political, and social state of British 

India. 

Orme's " Hindostan," Prinsep's " History of 

Transactions in India," Auber's "Analysis,'.' the 

able Pamphlet, published in 1830, by William 

Smith O'Brien, Esq., the Papers printed by , 

. order of the Court of Proprietors, the Parlia­

mentary Reports, and the Statutes relating to 

the East India Company,_ are the other sources 

whence the information embodied in this vo­

lume is drawn. 

The details of the operations of the Force en­

gaged in the war. with the Birman Monarch, in 

1824-5 and 6, are from ·the personal r~collec­

tions and memoranda of the Author, who wit-
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nessed many of them. Those relating to the 

last siege and capture of Bhurtpore are im­

perfectly given, in consequence of his not h~v­

ing immediate opportunity of doing justice to 

the conduct, and gallantry, displafed on that 

occas10n. 

The titles, and substance, of the legislative 

enactments, relating to India, will be generally 

found in chronological order, inserted in the 

text. 

London, May 2, 1833. 



SUMMARY 
OP 

• 

OF THE 

EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

ON the last day of the sixteenth century, a o/;;:~:S~n~~~ 
Royal Charter was issued by Queen Elizabeth, dRia C1omcpbanyt • oya. ar er 

granting to George Earl of Cumberland and of Queen Eliza-
. ' ' beth, 1600. 

two hundred and fifteen Knights, Aldermen, 
and Merchants, the exclusive liberty of trading 
in the East Indian seas for fifteen years, and a ' 
promise of renewal for the same term, if the 
Institution should be found profitable to the 
crown and realm. 

During the infancy of this commercial Corpo­
ration, the average profit on the capital invested 
in the Indian Trade, was supposed to be 13'2 per 
cent. In the year 1612, the system of trading 
to Inaia on a stock formed by subscription, was 
first established· Bantam in Java and ·Sur~t Surat, on the 

' ' · ' Western Coast 
became the principal stations of the Company o~ India, prin-

cipal Settle-
in the East. At this time the cloths of Coro- ment, t612. 

mandel were in high request both in Java and 
Sumatra, and constituted the best medium of 
exchange for the produ~e of those islands. 

B 
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Embassy to In 1615, Sir Thomas Roe, was (at the r.equ.est 
the Mo"'ul Em-
peror, t615. of the East India Company) deputed by James 

Company's 
Trade with 
P~Jrsia com­
menced 1616. 

the First, as his Ambassador to the Mogul Em­
peror, with the view of obtaining privileges of 

• trade for the English in his dominion$. This 
m1sswn was successful, and added to the 
security of· the Factories already established 
there. 

The trade of the Company with Persia, com­
menced in 1616, negotiations being established 
between it and Shah Abbas, the Persian Mo­
narch, by whose permission the commercial 
Agents of the Company were established at 
Gombroon in the Persian, and Mocha in the 
Arabian Gulf. The stock of the first subscrip­
tion of the Company, bore, at the end of four 
years, a premium of 203 per cent. But the 
jealousy of the Dutch nation, the neglect of 
James I., and the pecuniary necessities of his 
successor, obscured for a time the brightn-ess 

Licens?grant- of their prosperity. In 1635, Charles I. granted 
ed to S1r Wm. 
Courten, by a license to Sir W. Courten, and others, to trade 
Charles 1.1635. . -

for a certain term of years, to all places in India 
where the Company had formed no settlements. 
The collision between the interests of this new 
Corporation, and those of the Company, was 
nearly fatal to both, and terminated in an ac­
commodation between the partiefS, which took 
place the year preced!ng the establishment of 
the Commonwealth. 
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In 1643~ the Naig~o.:__ QP..ief_ of t4e~districLiii ti~~:~;~;::~ 
which Madras is situated) granted to the~Com- dras, 1643. 

- ~· -- ·· ·· -- ' • FortSt Georo-e 
panyJ~~-privjleg~_o~e-~~r~ising .judicial autho~ built. · " 

rity ove.r t~e. inh~b~ants, and exe~nption fx:om 
_C_l!S!om~?~<! a moiety of the customs paid by · 
other traders. A fort was built at Madras, and 
named Fort St. George ; and Madras, though not 
possessing the advantages of a . sea-port, thus 
became the emporium of our commerce on the 
coast of Coromandel, and in 1653 was raised. by 
the Company to the rank of a Presidency. 

In the year 1645 the professional skill of Mr. Establisl~me?t 
• of Factones m 

Gabrtel Boughton, a Surg-eon of one of the East Bengal, 1645. 

India ships, led to the ~cquirement of the favour 
of the Emperor of Delhi, and the subsequent 
establishment of factories in Bengal, the prin-
cipal of which was at Hughly, all of them being 
subject to the Presidency of Madras; and the 
first regular despatches from Madras and Bengal, 
were received in England in that year, when the 
flames of civil war burst out at home, destroy-
ing public confidence, and· paralysing the re-
motest members of the political Commonwealth. 

During the Protectorate, a considerable num­
ber of individuals were permitted to embark in 
the Indian trade independently. "Thus was the 

d I d. • I'!' 1 'd 1' 1' Trade thrown tra e to n 1a In enect a1 open tor 10ur years. open, 1653 • 

. The result of this suspension of the privileges 
of the· East India Company by Cromwell, have 
been variously stated;: some parties assert-
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ing that the Free Traders were " eminently 
successful," others that they " suffered deeply" 
by their enterprise. History informs us that it 
was found expedient to reinstate the Company 
in their entire privileges, which event took 
place in the year 1657 ; the restoratio~ of the 
Company being the consequence of a report of 
the Protector's Council, among whom it was 
the subject of several debates. 

On its re-establishment, the subscribed capi­
tal of the Company amounted to 739, 782l. 
with half of which sum they recomJ?lenced 
their trade. 

T_he restoration of Charles the Second proved 
a favourable event for the East. India Company, 
as from that Monarch they received a Charter, 
dated April 3d, 1661, confirming their former 

• Chart~rgrant- privileges, and " Conferrigg_Qn them, within 
ed by Chas.II. '' the limits of their trade the nower of makinO' 1661. , ~ b 

" Peace, or \Var, with any Prince, or People_,_ 
" not Christian ; of establishing Fortifications, 
'' Garrisons, or Colonies ; of exporting to their 
" Settlements Ammunition, and ·Store's, duty 
" free; of sei~ing, and sending to England such 
" Briti~h subjects, as should be found trading in 
" India without their License ; and of exercising 
" in their Settlements, through the medium of 
" their Governors, and Councils, both Civil and 
" Criminal Judicature, according to the Laws of 
" England." A clause of the same Charter con-
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firmed to them the possession of .the island of 
St. Helena. 

The commercial stations occupied by the 
Company, in the East Indies, were now grouped 
into several divisions. In each of these divisions 
there was a capital Factory. 

The Factory, generally accessible by water­
carriage from the sea, consisted of a number of 
buildings, or offices. Several servants of the 
Company, under one chief Agent, were there 
stationed, and exercised a general superinten­
dance over the commercial concerns throughout 
the division. Contracts were formed by the 
agents with the native merchants, 'who, on re­
ceiving a certain advance of stock, obliged them­
selves, under pecuniary penalties, to deliver a 
given quantity of goods at a stipulated period. 

At different times, and in different sets, the 
Factories were grouped together under the name 
of Presidencies. Thes~ Presidencies were go­
verned by an Agent, and Council, the Presidents, 

. or Agents, being appointed by the Committee in 
England, as the body now termed the Court of 
Directors was then denominated. Previous to . 
the year 1670, neither the system of the govern-
ment, nor graduation of the service of the Com­
pany appears to have been regulated with pre­
cision. 

The Factors, and other servants, were inter­
dicted from such commercial dealings, on their 
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private account, as migat interfere with those 
of the Company. • They were, however, not 
only alloweu to · embark in the coasting trade· 
of India, but to import on private account, by 
the ships of the Company, on. payment of a 
small acknowledgment for freight. In 1674, 
di;:tmonds, pearls, ambergrease, and musk, were 
allowable articles of private trade to the Com­
pany's seryants. In 1680, the Company re­
sumed the trad,e in diamonds, yet even then 
their servants were allowed a commission of 
five per cent. on the purchase of the· article, 
and a proportion of the profit from its sale in 
Europe. 

Factories GS• 
tahlished in 
China, 1665. 

The salaries of the servants of th.e Company 
were at this time very small, and the privi­
leges of private trade above-mentioned, consti­
tuted t}le principal source of income to most 
ofthem. · 

The supreme authority, in India, was vested 
at different Presidencies, as circumsta~1ces led 
the Committee in London to d~legate it. It was 
occasionally vested ·in an individual sent from 
England, apd sometimes suspended altogether. 
This, however, was before any. extensive domi­
nion was acquired, which demand{ld a fixed, 
supreme seat of executive government. 

In 1665 the Factors of the Company at Ban­
tam, succeeded in establishing Factories at Ty­
won, and at Tonquin in China, tea having· 
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now begun to form an article m their invest-
' ments. In the s~ason of 1667-8 the agent ~t 

Bantam is desired to send " 100 lb. waight of 
the best tey that he could gett." 

Hitherto the British Factories, except that of 
Madras, had been comparatively unprotected by 
any military establishments of their own. The 
Mogul Court, though it conferred upon foreigners 
resident within its dominions the- privileges of 
commerce, denied them the exercise of ·civil ju­
risdiction, or the assumption of military strength. 

In the v;ear 1668 King Charles II. ceded the Island and _ ' _ . castle of Bom· 

island, and castle of Bombay, to the Company. ~~tded, 
These had been received at his marriage with 
Catherine the Infanta of Portugal, as part of the 
portio~ of that Princess. The island of Bom-
bay forming, with that . of Salsette, one of the 
largest, and most secure harbours in the world, 
was in every point of view, a most valuable 
acquisition. The settlement grew rapidly in 
strength, in wealth, and in population. · At the 
time of its cession the annual revenue of the 
island was estimated at 6490l. In. the course of 
seven years this revenue had be~n doubled. 

The settlement of Madras· likewise flourished 
at this time, increasing rapidly in importance 
and wealth. 

The· settlements in Bengal soon followed in the 
march of prosperity. Though unable as yet to 
construct fortifications, or exercise civil authority 
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over the n~ti ves resident within their bou~daries; 
yet the commodities imported to England from 
them were of high value, and 6ccasioned a great 
export of bullion, which was cherished and en­
couraged by the native Princes. Silks also were 

. now imported ·to England from Bengal. In 168~ 
_Bengal con- Bengal, which had previously been considered 
~~~ ' . 
Agencyinde- as subordinate to Madras, was constituted an 
pendent of Ma- · · ·· · 
dras, 168:1!. ,independent 4-gen.cy. 

In the year 1677 the East India Company em­
ployed in their intercourse with India from thirty 
to thirty-five ships, from 3 to 600 tons. The 
value of their "'xports in the year 1674=5, ·might 
be called, in bullion 320,000[., in cloth and other 
goods 110,000[. Of their imports, which gene­
rally consisted of calicoes, pepper, saltpetre, 
indigo, raw silk, wrought silk, and drugs, the 
sale prices in England, annually amounted to 
860,000l. at least. 

This return, large as it appears, had to cover, 
besides the expenses of the adventure, a large 
sum for customs, and about 60,000[. for charges 
in India, for the maintenance of Factories and· 
garrisons, which had been built, together with 
the expenses of negotiations with the native 
Princes. The account of the Company at the 
same time states, that the price of their stock, 
which in 1665 was fallen to 70 per cent., was 
now advanced to 245. 

In_J 677, Charles IL.granted a confirmatory 
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Charter, empowering theJII tg establish a mint at Confirmatory 
- • •. · · · , Charter grant-
Bombay, for coming any money not current m ed by Charles 

· · •- ''- -"- ~, ~ - · II 1679 
England or its dependencies out of India. · · 

The charte~ed .immunities of the ·company 
were however invaded by the Free Traders of that 
day, who received the name of Interlopers, and 
had it not been for the vigorous administration 
of the Company's affairs at home and abroad, by 
the b~others Sir Josiah, and Sir John Child, .the 
influence of the British name at the Courts of the 
various native Princes of India, must have de­
clined, and other nations might have at this day 
possessed that Empire, which has been extended 
by British enterprise, and British valour, from 
the mouths of the Indus, to those of the Irra­
waddy. 

Through the exertions of the above-named 
efficient servants of the Company, new privileges 
were granted to them by Charles II. Letters- Letters-patent 

. d . A 68 ""-fi . -of Charles II. patent 'Yere1ssue m ugustJ 3, col}. riiJ.mg t6ss. 

~h~_i:r: "{o~~i CP.irte~~~ anq empo:weriqg ·. th~m to 
~ercise p1~rjiaUaw in all their forts, f~~tori~s, 
and plantations. A Court of Admiralty was in-
stlt~e_<!, at Boii!~ay;, -~th ""pow~~ ~(d~cision in all 
cases affecting the rights of the Company by 
sea; ~~ _fin~lly, ,th~~ power of levying troops 
~as e?nfer!~d on. them by .. the _sawe letters-
patent. 

James II. not only confirmed, but enlarged 
these powers, authorising the Company to com 

-
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money in all their forts, and to exercise martial 
law, as well on board their .ships at sea, as in their 
settlements on shore. 

9uhetstifonof1the In 1685, the question of. the right of the Com~ ng o exc u-
sivetra~etri~d, pany to ·exclusive trade was first brought to a 
and dec1ded m ' 

the. Company's legal issue before Judge Jeffrey· s in the Court of 
favour, 1685. 

King's Bench, in the· case of a ·Mr. Thomas 
S.andys, who was prosecuted by them as guilty 
of a violation of tlieir patent by trading without 
license in the East. The Court pronounced a 
determination 'in favour .of the prosecutors. 

The Company became very unpopular after 
this decision, and a violent clamour arose against 
them as monopolists. An association was formed 
to promote the project of a Joint Stock Company, 
and amidst this tumult, the leading Directors of 
the Company degraded· it, themselves, and their 
country, by corruptly purchasing the interest of 
many Officers of State, and Members of Parlia~ 
ment. This .shameful abuse was discovered by 
the House ofCommons, where it was ascertained 
that upwards of lOO,OOOl. had been paid by 
the Directors for the services in question ! 

Sir Thomas Cooke, the Governor of the Com­
pany, was committed to the Tower for refusing 
to answer the questions put to , him· in his place 
in Parliament. The. inquiry that followed im­
plicated persons of great eminence, among others 
the Duke of Leeds, against whom the House of. 
Commons preferred articles of impeachment Qe­
fore the Lords. 
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About the year_ 16!!2 the Agency w~s, r~moved 
from H~ghly, to the town of Calcutta, and leave 
~as ~bt~i;~d from the Nabob of that district, to 
fortffy--th{~ ~ew-~ta~ion.- The fortifications ofthe Fortbuiltat 

, - ·- . Calcutta, 169~. 
new possession being completed, received the 
name of Fort William, in compliment to the 

King .of England, ~J.l!!~t~~-~~-e~ t~me t~e 
Agency of Bengal obtained the rank of a Presi-
:}!t!!SY<·--~ -· ... -· - -,. . ... " ..... -.- ~ .. ~ ""'· 

Bombay had now effectually superseded the 
primitive settlement of Surat in importance, and 
in the year 1700, the three principal Presidencies 
were Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta, though 
the Supreme Government was not yet perma- _ 
nently established at any of them . 

. The Merchants who had associated to form a 
new Company, and who were principally per­
sons connected with the interloping interest, at 
length triumphed. In 1698 Government was in 
immediate want of a sum of two millions. The 
East India Company offered to advance to the 
public 700,000[. at 4 per cent., as the price of a 
confirmation of their Charter by Parliament. 

Their capital, "at this tirrie, amounted to 
754,000[. The offer was rejected, and a Bill 
brought in for raising two millions at 8 per cent. 
The subscribers to be erected into a new Com­
pany with exclusive privileges. The old Com­
pany then commenced a subscription for the two 
millions, on the ground of the conditions pro-



12 

posed by the Bill. Yet the Bill, after a great 
opposition in both Houses, passed, ... and !_he New 

pan~ee:taflios~= 9ompany was established by a Charter f~om the 
ed by Charter King. Thus were two rival Companies esta-
of William III. · · . 
1698. blished; each conducted on. the principle of a 

joint stock. The old one was known by the 
name of the London Company, the new by that 
of the English Company. The English Com­
pany hastened to despatch an ambassador, under 
the immediate commission of the King, in 'the 
person of Sir William Norris, to the Court of 

• 
the Mogul_ Emperor, with a view of procuring 
for that Company special advantages of trade. 
This mission failed of its object. 

This disunion between men who were subjects 
of the same Sovereign, exposed both parti~s to 
the arrogance, and tyranny of the native Princes. 
The expediency of a union between the_ two 
Companies became every day more apparent, 
and that' union eventually took place under the 
arbitration of Lord Godolphin. An· indenture 

Union_ of the tripartite, dated July 22d, 1702, was ·~x~cuted 
Companies :· • · 
1702. ' between the Queen, and t~e ~wo Companies, by 

which it was agreed that they should be united. 
Act of Par- at the termination of the ensuing seven years. 

liament passed, · 

~~s~!~;~es In conformity with this agreemen!, .~?- ~Ac~ of 
~;~::~~~~;:~Parliament passed in 1708, by.~pich ,the Com­
" Company of panies were consolidated under the name of 
" Merchants - " 
"tradingtothe" The United Company of Merchants of Eng-
.. Enstlndies," l d d'. h E I d' , . h l 
1708. " an , tra mg to t e ast n 1es, wit exc u-
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sive privileges till the year 1726. On the union 
of the Companies, the name of Committees which 
had been affixed to the managing members of 
the old Company, was changed to that of Di-
1·ectors, which had been introduced by the new 
association. 

During the separate existence of the Compa­
nies, the London Company succeeded in esta­
blishing a direct trade with Canton. An impor­
tant accession of territory was made at this 
period. ·Soon after the death of the Emperor 
Aurunzebe, which occurred in Feb.I707 ,Mahom­
med Mauzim, his eldest surviving son, succeeded 
in establishing himself on his throne, after a 
severe struggle. An embassy to the new sove- Embassy to 

reign was now determined on by the Court of ~;urt,l\:;rr~ 
Directors. This embassy is supposed to have 
owed its success to the skill of Mr. Hamilton, the 
surgeon, who accompanied it. He performed 
a cure on the person of. the Emperor, who 
granted thirty-four patents, which were even-
tually issued in the year 1717, one of which 
enabled the English to purchase the lordship of 
thirty-seven towns contiguous to Calcutta, and 
commanding the banks of the river Hooghly, 
for ten miles south of that city. 

In the mean time the United Company esta­
blished a set of Factories on the island of Suma­
tra, of which Bencoolen was the chief. ·, 

A Compapy, denominated the "Ostend Com-. . 
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pany," had attempted to establish itself in India 
about this period, and to open a trade between 
the Austrian Nether lands and the East. This 
interference with their commericial·privileges was 
warmly resented both by the Dutch, and English 
East India Companies; and, eventually, the 
treaty of Hanover guaranteed. to them the ad­
vantages which they had previously enjoyed, 
the Emperor of Austria yielding to the formi'" 
dable confederacy betw~en France, England, 
Holland, Prussia, Denmark,· and Sweden. 

Establish- In the year 1726, the Government .of King 
ment of Courts . . . ., .-, .. ,, . .. •. ~· . 
of Law at Ma- George I. established. at the thre~ settlements of 
dras, 'Bombay, . · 

·andCaicutta,by Madras, Bombay, and ·Calcutta, ·regular Courts 
Geo. I. 1726. . . · ' 

, -- --""of Record (termed Mayor's Com·ts), for the ad-
ministr~tio:ri of both civil, and. criminal justice. 
In I7ao;· the. Company obtain'ell a ienewal: of 
their Charter from Parliament, on their giving 
a premium of two hundred thousand pounds, 
and consenting tha,t the interest of the debt 
owing to them from the public, shohld be re­
duced from ·five, to four per cent. 

French war, The war between England'and France, which . 
1745. 

commell.ced in 17 45, produced events of great 
importance in our Indian history. In 17 46, 
"Madras was besieged by an armament under 
Mons. de la Bourdonnais, and compelled to capi­
tulate. Admiral Boscawen afterwards attempted 
to avenge the capture of Madras by that of Pon­
dicherry, but the peace of Aix la Chapelle re-
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stored the former settlement to the English. Tlie 
army of th,e Nabob of the Carmitic, who succes­
sively" favoured each of the belligerents, suffered · 
a total defeat from a very inferior French force, 
this being the first occasion on which ·the supe-
riority of European arms was signally manifested 1746. 

in Hindostan. 
'fhe peace did not. remove the military means 

which had been collecte~ in Pondicherry, during 
the previous contest. The eager ambition of the 
French leaders at that. settlement :was stimulated 
by this short war; and the. events which followed; 
led to the extension of British. influence, and 

· final establishment of British dominion in the 
Carnatic. 

The territory of the Carnatic was disputed Seven years' 
. , war of the Car-
between the Nabobs, Anwaradeen Khan, and a natic,174B. 

rival claimant, Chunda· Sahib, in the year 1748, 
M. Dupleix, the Governor. of Pondicherry, ~up-
ported the latter, who was thus~enabled to· over-
throw the army of Anwaradeen in a pitched 
b~ttle, in which Anwaradeen was killed, and his 
second son, Mahommed Ali Khan fled for suc-
cour to the English. 

The rapacious schemes of the French had been 
foreseen and announced by Mr. Morse, the 
Governor of Madras, but it was not till the 
recognition of the justice of the claim of Mahom­
med Ali to the Nabobship of the Carnatic, by 
Nazir Jung, the lawful Viceroy of the Deccan, 

2 4 9 ~"( 8 .~'llt !lOll 71( 6'~ 

~ Q ~ttP 1m ?' ~ 
- .usR1>1R'i • • s t} ..• 
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that the English espoused the alliance of the 
Subahdar of the Deccan, and his dependent 
chief, in opposition to the claims of the usurper, 
Chunda Sahib~ 

Such was the origin of a war, which, in what-
. ever manner it might have terminated, could 
scarcely fail of giving either to France, or Eng­
land, or to both, the territory and dominion of 
the Peninsula. 

The English name acquired in this~ struggle 
no less reputation for good faith, and humanity, 
than their arms obtained for efficiency ; and Ma­
hommed Ali was established in his Principality 
after the capture of Pondicherry, which led to 
the grant of the possessioitS which their victories 
over the French had obtained for the English, 
who received from Mahommed Ali a grant of the 
territory about Madras, and the advantage of a 
powerful and durable influence in the Carnatic. 

Previously, however, to this happy resul~, the 
operations of the English on the coast, were re­
tarded by the necessity of. detaching a force to 
the succour, or ratlier re-establishment of their 
interests in Bengal. 

In the year 1 7"41 Alanerdi, a Tartar by· birth, 
and a military adventurer, usurped the Nabob-' 
ship of Bengal, after deposing the family to 
which he owed his fortunes. He_ died in 1756, 
leaving his grand nephew, Surajah Dowla, as 
his successor. 

( - ' ' < " \ <._ .. "') 
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This young prince appears to have ascended 

the musnud with strong prepossessions agaiJ?-St 
the English. Understanding that the Presi­
dency of Calcutta, were building a wall, and 
digging a moat round that city, he com..{ 
manded them by letter not only to desist from 
their purpose, but to destroy the works they 
had erected. The Governor replied, by stating,· 
that the prospect of a speedy rupture between. 
France and England, induced them to repair 
their fortifications on the river face. 

The Nabob affected to regard any resolutions Nabob of Ben· 
• gal attacks Cal· 

of self-defence; on the part of the Enghsh, as a cutta, 17.56. 

reflection on him, their lawful protector, and 
instantly marched at the head of his army to 
attack Calcutta, with its dependent settlements. 

Having first taken, a~d wantonly pl.undered 
a small fort belonging to the Company at Cossim­
ba;~:ar, he advanced towards <:;:alcutta, of the 
riches of which town he had formed the most 
extravagant notions. The town was gallantly, 
though not very skilfully defended for three days, 
when the Governor, with several of the principal 
persons of the settlement, made their escape by 
means of the vessels in the river, leaving the 
rest of the inhabitants. to their fate. This deser­
tion reduced those that remained, after a further 
resistance of twenty-four hours, to the necessity 
of a surrender. After his entrance into the fort, 

c 

• 
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Surajah Dowla promised his prisoners that their 
lives should be spared. · 

On the same night, however, the Europeans, 
to the number of one hundred and forty-six 
persons, were, in the most sultry season of the 
Bengal year, confined for twelve hours within a 
cube of eighteen feet, having no outlets except­
ing two small windows strongly parred. 

All but twenty-three perished, and some of 
these survived only to experience from the Na­
bob fresh cruelties, inflicted with a view of 
extorting the secret (as he supposed it) of their 
hoarded .treasure. 

On the intelligence of the destruction of the 
settlement of Calcutta reaching Madras, an ex­
pedition was immediately prepared to resent the 
lawless invasion, 1tnd cruelty of the Nabob of 
Bengal. It consisted of nine hundt:ed Europeans 
and fifteen hundred Sepoys, under the command 
of Colonel CliYe. The troops were conveyed 
by a squadron of ships of war, commanded by 
Admiral Watson, consisting of the Kent of 64 
guns, Cumberland of 10; Tiger of 60, Salisbury 
of 50, and Bridgewater of 20 guns. Admiral 
Watson had his flag in ~he Kent, and Admiral· 

Expedition Pocock in the Cumberland. The squadron 
from Madras to 
Bengal, 1756. sailed on the 16th of October, 1756, from, Ma-

dras roads. The Cumberland having grounded 
on the sand heads, bore up for Vizagapatam. 
Notwithstanding the absence of that ship and 
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the Marlborough, a Compahy's ship, with the 
field artillery on board, the remainder of the 
squadron, by lightening the ships, succeeded in 
reaching Calcutta after capturing the forts in 
possession of the Nabob's troops below the town, 
and on the 1st of January, 1757, the Kent, and 
Tiger, anchored opposite the fort at Calcutta, 
Colonel Clive, with the greatest part of the 
Europeans and Sepoys, having landed below. 
After a vigorous cannonade from the ships, 
whic}l was returned from the town, and fort, 
during which tlie Kent lost nine men, and the 
Tiger seven, the enemy deserted the fort, and 
soon after the town, ~hen a detachment sent 
from the ships under Captain Coote, hoisted the 
English colours in the fort. Admiral Watson Calcutta re­

taken January 
reinstated Mr. Drake and the former Members 1st,t757. 

of the Council in the Government.* 
The town of Hughly was now attacked and 

taken. The hostilities with the Nabob ter­
minated on the 9th of February, a treaty being 
concluded restoring the ·English Factories, and 
permitting the English to fortify Calcutta in 
whatever manner they might think expedient. 

News of the renewed war between France and French war 
• of 1756. 

England had now reached India, and Colonel . · 
Clive contemplated the addition of the French 
settlement of Chandernagore to his achieved 
conquests. The Nabob of Bengal, h~wever, 

* Orme. 
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interposed his prohibition against the attack of 
that place. A treaty of neutrality with the 
Government of Chandernagore was next set on 
foot, but that Government having declared that 
their compacts would not be binding on their 
superior settlement of Pondicherry, Admiral 
Watson refused his. ratification of the treaty:· 
Clive proposed that Chandernagore. should be 
attacked in spite of the Nabob's prohibition, but 
from this measure Watson likewise recoiled. 
The Admiral, however, did not yet despair of 

·obtaining the permission of Surajah Dowla for 
the undertaking, which was at length given, 
and Chandernagore was invested and taken. 

Surajah Dowla had not been yet led to abandon 
hi~ vindictive purposes against the British in­
terests. He was in correspondence with M. 
Bussy, who then with distinguished ability com-· 
manded the French forces in the Deccan. Some 
of the principal officers of Surajah Dowla, .alarmed 
at the violence, and disgusted with the contemp­
tibleness of his character, formed plans for de­
posing him, and more than one of these was 
submitted to the ,English. They closed with 
that of Meer-Jaffier-Ali-Khan, a person of the . 
highest distinction in the state, and celebrated 
for his military qualifications. 

Battle of This arrangement led immediately to the 
>Jassey, 1757. • 

farnouii battle of Plassey, by the event of whiCh 
Meer Jaffier gained the Nabobship, and hi$ 
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at Batavia, and inthe month of August entered 
the river of Bengal, .with the profession of pro­
ceeding to the Dutch settlement at Chinsurah. 
Clive, suspecting. an understanding between the 
Nabob, Meer Jaffier, and the Dutch, call~d' on 
that Prince to insist on the departure of the 
Dutch from the river. Meer Jaffier expressed 
extreme displeasure at the conduct of the Dutch, 
but did not act with promptitude or vigour to­
wards them; and they landed their whole force 
near Calcutta, with the view of marching over 
land to Chinsurah.' In this emergency Clive 
ordered Colonel Ford to attack the Dutch land 
forces, and despatched three English Indiamen, 
equipped for· the purpose of .attacking the seven 
Dutch ships. Ford dispersed the land force, 
and the ships were captured. The Governor 
and Council of Chinsurah afterwards submitted. 
They consented (on a restoration of the ships 
and effects captured) to reimburse the English 
for the expenses incurred in this affair ; and, in 
behalf of their own Company, entered into new 
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Cli.ve leaves Colonel Clive left Bengal for England in 1760, * 

Bengal, 1760. 
and ~vas provisionally succeeded in the govern-
ment of Bengal by Mr. Holwell. 

V:ansittart ap- Mr. Vansittart was appointed the regular suc-
pomted Gover- fCl" d k . f h" 
nor of Bengal, cessor 0 IVe, an too possessiOn 0 IS govern-
Aug. 1760. • • A 1760 ment m ugust, . 

The instability of the Nabobship of Bengal 
was now fully exposed. The circumstances of 
the sudden elevation of Cossim Ali might teach 
him an emphatic lesson, that the protection of 
the British was as precarious as their authority 
was stern. Taught at once the value of their 
friendship, and the weight of their power, he was 
under the strongest inducements to render him­
self, at whatever expense, independent of both .. 

The Mogul again appeared. in arms in the 
Behar province in1761, with a force of 10,000 

Mogul army cavalry and 10,000 infantry. He was attacked 
defeated, and 
Mogul surren- and defeated by the British force under Major 
ders, 1761. 

· Carnac, on the 15th of January 1761, and the 
French detachment with him were made pri­
soners. The Mogul now surrendered himself to 
the British Commander, and renewed thos<: 
tures of friendship which he had alread~ 
tendered. The Emneror was treated witli 
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The Nabob Cossim Ali manifested some dis­
trust of the English Government, by dismissing 
the troops which liad served under his predeces­
sor, and forming a new and powerful army, offi­
cered' chiefly by Moguls. He removed the seat 
of his own residence from Moorshedebad to 
Monghir, a fortified place, farther distant from 
Calcutta by 200 miles. Above all, he laboured to 
improve the state of his treasury, collecting with 
great diligence an exorbitantly enhanced revenue. 

The phirmau~ or grant which the East India 
Company had obtained from the Mogul Court in 
1717, had conferred on their trade the privilege of 
an entire exemption from, the payment of customs 
in the provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 

The numerous natives employed by the British 
Company as their agents, presuming on the 
rights, and general ascendancy of the British 
name, had accustomed themselves to· treat the 
officers of the Nabob with insolence, and his 
subjects with(~njustice and oppression. Many 
natives, unconnected with the British, availed 
themselves of their privilege. Marching through 
the country, preceded by the English flag, 
they with impv,nity committed outrages on a 
population too timid, and ignorant to challenge 
the ostensible e;nsigns of an authority held in 
profound reverence. 

Cossim Ali, after a few complaints had been 
made by his subjects, issued instructions to his 



Treaty of 
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cluded, Dec. 
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officers, disallowing the protec~ing influence of 
th~ phirmaun, with respect t~ the:: inland trade. 
He al~o recalled licenses granted ' by himself, . 
permitting individual Europeans to _car~·y on 
commercial operations. The suddenness of this 
blo~ proved to some of the serv?-nts of the Com­
pany all but ruinous. The pre-existing jealousies 
of. the J?nglish were inflamed 1nto rage, and a 
remonstrance to the Nabob was determined on. 

Mr. Vansittart, accompanied by Mr: Hastings, 
repaired·to the new residen~e (lf the Nabob at 
Monghir, in December, 1762. The result of 
this visit was a treaty, commonly known under 
the name of the Monghir Trea~y. ·_By this in.:. · 
strument it was conceded, that the authority of 
the .passport· should be confined to the trade of 
export, or import, and that, in the inland trade, 
the British should no longer possess any exclu­
sive privilege. At the. same time; the rate ,of 
the duties chargeable on Brit,tjh goods was 
fixe.d. It ~as further conceded, that the native 
agents o~ the Engljsh, shoul4,be .. ~d~Rriyed of the 
judic~al power.they ~a.d assu:m.ed, __ ~nq. should in 
futui·~ be amenable to t\le natiye _magistrates of 
the cour:~ry. . . . . ~ • . · 

These c~ncessions, though agreed to by Mr. 
Vansittart the Governor, were rejected by the 
majority of the Comicil. * 

Cossim Ali, however, lost no time in putting 

. * Vansittart's Narrative. 
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the provisions of the treaty in full execution ; 
and Messrs. Amyatt and Hay were deputed by 
the Council of Calcutta, to represent that the 
provisional treaty was disapproved of by them. 
They were to assert, on the part of the Com­
pany and their servants, the right, by the Impe­
rial Pl;lirmaun, to a complete immunity from 

·duties; but 'to admit, as a matter of favour to 
the Nabob, a small impost on salt. Before this 
deputation could leave Calcutta, the Nabob had 
abolished, throughout his provinces, the· pay­
ment of all customs for two years, an act of 
unjustifiable aggression upon the estaBlished 

• privileges of the Company. Besides these causes 
of contention, others arose from the jealousies 
between the English Factory and troops at 
Patna, and the ·forces of the Nabob stationed in 
the fort of that city. Patna is about a hun-· 
dred miles beyond Monghir on the Ganges. 
Mr. Ellis, the British Resident·there, had long .. 
been considered by the Nabob as his personal 
. . 
enemy. 

The deputies were admitted to an· interview Deputation 
to Cossim Ali, 

with Cossim Ali on the 15th of May, 1763. May, 1763. 

His reply to their representation was evasive 
and resentful. He seized some boats, laden with 
arms, destined for the British garrison at Patna, 
while Messrs. Amyatt and Hay were at Mon-
ghir, and he insisted on the removal of the 
British force from .Patna,, and other stations in 
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the country, as the first step to a restoration of 
his friendship. 

The position of the Factory, and force at 
Patna, was, from its situation, critical; and in 
consequence of their application, they received 
from the Council of the Presidency at Calcutta, 
the power to seize upon the fort of Patna, then 
in possession of the Nabob's troops, though this 
permission was given without the consent of 
Governor Vansittart, or Mr. Hastings. Mr. 
Amyatt was allowed to return to Calcutta, and 
Mr. Hay retained as a hostage for the ·safety of 
such of the Nabob's officers as were in the hands 
of the British. 

The dismissal of Mr. Amyatt had been an­
nounced by the Nabob, but had scarcely taken 

FortofPatna place when hostilities· commenced. In the night 
seized by th_e • • . . 
British, June of the 24th of June, the Bnt1sh troops at Patna 
24th 1763. . 

' took possession . of the fort by surprise. This 
proeeeding the Gentlemen who directed it, were 
never afterwards in a situation to explain. It 
was an act of treachery, which produced imme­
diate war, and which it is hopeless to attempt 
to palliate. 

On the noon of the day after the seizure of 
the fort of Patna,. the fort was in turn surprised 
by the troops 'of the Nabob. The Gentlemen of 
the Factory, and the remains of the British gar­
rison, fled across the Ganges, but were pursued,. 
destroyed, or made prisoners; Mr. Ellis being 

• 
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among the number of the latter, Mr. Amyatt 
was attacked and barbarously mmdered, on his 
return to Calcutta, with several other Gentle­
men and servants who composed his suite. The 
Factory at Cossimbazar was taken, and the 
Gentlemen attached to it carried prisoners to 
Monghir. 

The first accounts of actual war had suggested 
to the Council the propriety of the restoration 
uf the ex-Nabob, Meer Jaffier; Considerable 
progres~ had already been made in the prelimi­
naries to the fulfilment of this resolution ; and 
as a condition of his reinstatement, Meer Jaffier 
consented to cede to the Company the districts 
already granted them by Cossim Ali, of Bur­
dwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong; and also to 
accord to them those commercial privileges 
which Cossim Ali had withdrawn. 

On the 7th of July, 1763, Meer Jaffier was MeerJaflier 
• re-instated as 

proclarmed Subahdar of the three provinces; Nabob, July 

d l £ ll . d h' " l . . . 7tb, 1763. an , on t 1e o owmg ay, t 1s proc amat10n re-
ceived the signature of Governor Vansittart and . , 
Mr. Hastings, both of wholll had hitherto de-

• 
clined to participate in the restitution 'of the 
ex-Nabob. 

The British Government also declared war Wardeclared 
• C · Al' • against Cossim agamst oss1m 1. Ali,July,t763. 

Ori the 19th July, the British force, com­
manded by Major Adams, and consisting of. 
about seven 1nmdred Euyopeans, and between 
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two and three thousand Sepoys, totally defeated· 
a large body of the enemy, under one of the 
generals of Cossim Ali, half way between Cal­
cutta and Moorshedebad. On the 24th, they 
gained possession of that city, together with fifty 
pieces of cannon. . 

. BattleofGe- On the 2d of August, they encountered, on 
nab, Aug. 2d, 
1763. · the plain of Geriah, near the Cossimbazar river, 

the whole of the hostile force then subsistingin 
the lower part of Bengal. It was composed of 
about fifteen thousand black cavalry, and ten 
thousand regular disciplined Sepoys, with seven­
teen pieces of cannon, worked by a hundred and 
seventy Europeans. , 

After an obst~nate combat of four hours, in 
which the fortune of the enemy seemed at first 
to prevail, they were completely routed, aban­
doning their cannon, and a hundred and fifty 
boats laden with grain and stores. 

Storming of The fort of Oudanulla next fell, having been 
Oudanulla, 5th . • , , 
sept.1763. defended by one hundred pieces of cannon, till 

it was stormed by th~ force under Major Adams 
on the 5th of Septe~ber. 

Cossim Ali was now at Monghir, whence, as 
from an eminence, he beheld the ruin of his 
fortunes. Indignant at the triumph of his ene-

• mies, the natural cruelty of the Chief vented it-
self in the murder of the Hindoo prisoners at 

. Cossim Ali Monghir, which place he despaired of defend­
flies to Patna. 

ing, and accordingly fled to Patna. 



31 

The consummation of his sanguinary career 
yet remained. From Patna, Cossim Ali de­
spatched a letter to Major Adams, then on his 
march to Monghir, containing the following ex­
pressions. ~' If you are resolved to proceed in 
this business, know for a certaipty that I will 
cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis and the rest of 
your Chiefs, and send them· to you." The Bri­
tish prisoners at this time in his hands, consisted 

\ 

of fifty gentlemen) civil and military~ and a 
hundred persons of lower rank. 

Major Adams, on the receipt of this letter, 
conveyed a letter to _Messrs. Ellis and Hay, ear­
;nestly entreating that they wouid, at any price, 
purchase their liberty from their keepers. What­
ever errors those Gentlemen had previously com­
mitted, their magnanimity in this severe exigence • 
amply,redeemed. In answer to the British Com­
mander, they signified that their escape was im­
possible, but at the same time desired him on no 
account to suspend the progress. of the British 
arms. 

Major Adams, and Mr. Vansittart, to whom 
the despatch of the Nabob had been transmitted 
from the army, immediately addressed Cossim 
Ali in letters deprecatory of the threat~ned 

cruelty; each using such language as he deemed 
mosflikely to prove effectual. But menace and 
remonstrance were alike lost on Cossim· Ali. 
On the 5th of October, 1763, the threatened 
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Massac1·c of massacre took place, the immediate perpetration 
Mr. Ellis, and f. . l G 
European pri- o rt bemg de egated to Sumroo, a erman, who 
soners by Cos· I B . . . fi 
sim Ali, md deserted the ntlsh service or that of the 
Oct. 

5
' 

1763
' N b b Th h · h' l h E a o . e ouse m w 1c 1 t e uropeans 

were confined was surrounded; Messrs. Ellis, 
Hay, LushingMn, and six other Gentlemen we1~e 
selected as the first victims, and being conducted 

· into a little outer square, were in the mo.stin· 
human manner murdered, 3:nd cut into pieces, 
after which their remains were thrown into a 
well. The main body of the Europeans was 
then collected in a larger square, and the Sepoys 
having fired on them, rushed in, and cut 
them to pieces also. The only person saved 
was Mr. Fullarton, a surgeon, who possibly 
owed his life to his profession. Six days after­
wards seven other gentlemen who had been con­
fined separately from the rest, were in their turn 
butchered. · 

The British army gained possession ofMonghir 
in the beginning of October, by capitulation, and 

Storming of of Patna, on the 6th of November, by storm. 
Patna, Nov. 6, · • • 
1763. Some weeks before the latter event, Coss1m Ah 

had taken flight from the scene of his atrocities. 
Early in the following month he escaped into 

the dominions of Sujah Dowla, the Nabob of 
Oude, ·carrying -with him the shattered remnants 
of his army, and a treasure, which, in money 
and jewels, is reported to have exceeded the 
value of two millions sterling. ·Not an indi-
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vidual now remained ·in arms for him througho"ut 
the three provinces. 

The expulsion of Cossim Ali Khan took place. 
in 1763. Previously to that event, the conse­
quence of the Company had received an acces­
sion, which as yet there has. been no opportunity 
of mentioning. The possession of the castle of 
Surat was confirmed to the English by the Court · 
of Delhi in 1759. An expedition had likewise 
been fitted out at Madras, in 1762, against the ~xpedition 
Ph•l• • d b l • S . h. h agamst the 1 1ppin.e 1slan s e ongmg to pam, w IC Philippine 

· . h G B . . Th islands, 1762. country was at war wit . reat ntam. e 
immediate interest of the Company in this en­
terprise, was the security of their China trade. 
The land forces employed on the occasion were 
composed both of the King's and . Company's 
troops. The transports and stores were suppliecl 
by the Company. The conquest was achieved, 
but not till after great difficulties were encoun­
tered, nor without a determined resistance. on 
the part of the Spaniards. 

The same year which witnessed the expulsion Peace between 

f C . Al. f h h . l England and 
·O oss1m I rom t e t ree provmces, a so pro- France, 1763. 

duced in Europe a pacification between England 
on the one hand, and France with her allies on 
the other. 

By the treaty of peace the Philippine islands 
were restored to Spain, and the French regained 
the Factories of which they had been in posses­
sion in India in 1749. 

D 



34 

The French renounced any pretensions to the . 
territories they had recently acquired on the 
coasts of Coromandel and Orissa. They en­
gaged that they would neither erect fortifications, 
nor maintain troops, in the Subah of Bengal; 
and they acknowledged Mahommed Ali Khan as 
lawful Nabob ofthe Carnatic. . 

The English retained the newly acquired pos-
sessions of the circar of Masulipatam, the castle 
of Surat, theh: territory round Madras, and the 
districts obtained by cession in Bengal._ 

In the pursuit of·Cossim Ali the British army 
reached the frontier of the territories of Bengal 
and Oude. The fugitive Prince had taken refuge 
in the Court of Sujah Dowla, the Nabob ofOude, 
who at the same time harboured a still more 
illustrious exile, the young Mogul. 

Major Adams, at the close of his late victorious 
campaign, had retired to Calcutta, where he fell 
a victim to his previous exertions; and discon­
tent, foll?-ented as it is supposed by the native 
Chiefs at Oude, had spread among the Com­
pany's troops to such a degree as almost to 
amount to mutiny. 

Encouraged by this appearance of disunion in 
the British force, Sujah Dowla, who had already 
collected an army on the frontier of Oude, deter­
mined on hostility, and he was joined by the 
Rajah of Benares. 

In the month of f\'iarch, 1764, ~ajor Carnac · 

-
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took command of the British army, and having 
by some severe examples of military punish­
ment, at least limited the prevalence of insubor­
dination, he repulsed the Vizier Sujah Dowla in 
an obstinate engagement fought near Patna, on 
the 3d of .May. The Calcutta Government 
urged Major Carnac to carry the war into Oude, 
and he was proceeding with his wonted success, 
when he was superseded by Major Munro, who,. 
with some reinforcements, had recently arrived: 
from Bombay. Major Munro, finding the army 
still infected with a spirit of mutiny and deser­
tion, had recourse to some inflictions of terrible 
severity. In one morning, 24 Sepoys were 
blown from the mouths of cannon. Some gre­
nadiers among these sufferers urged their title to 
the post of honour, and on that ground Wt!re 
blown away first. The rigorous proceedings of 
the Commander produced the desired effect. 
Discipline was restored; and Munro marched 
and defeated the enemy on the frontier, on the Battle of 

23d of October, 1764. By the demolition of a :;,x~,6~ct. 
bridge, Sujah Dowla saved the main body of his 
army from destruction, and at the sarrie time 
preserved the treasures of Cossim Ali as well as 
his own from capture. This battle was fought 
at a place called Buxar. On the following day 
the Mogul, who .had taken no part in the battle, Surrender·or 

1. ' d f h B · ' h C d h thel\iogulEm• so 1c1te rom t e ntis omman er t e pro- peror. 

tection of the Company. His proposals on the 
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Meer Jaffier, 
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subject were forwarded to the Government of 
Calcutta, from which he received in reply a pro­
mise of the possession of the territories of Oude, 
so soon as they should be conquered ; on condi­
tion of his reimbursing the expenses which the 
service would have cost the Company from the 
date of the alliance. 

On the part of Sujah Dowla the war had com­
menced aggressively; it was now, on his part, 
reduced to a struggle for existence. He again 
negotiated, offering vast presents to the British 
Commander, yet with honourable fidelity r~fus­
ing the surrender of Cossim Ali, though he· 
agreed to procure the assassination of Sumroo, 
the agent ofCossim Ali's cruelty. In this reso­
lution he persevered, while the British, under 
Munro and Sir Robert Fletcher, overran his do­
mmwns. Retaining his treasures, however, he 
could still find allies. A Mahrattah Chief, named 
Mulhar Kow, armed a considerable force in his 
support, but this new enemy was in May, 1765, 
driven back by Carnac, who had now resumed 
the com.mand of the British troops, with the rank 
of Brigadier-General. 

During the period of this campaign, the native 
Government of Bengal underwent a change. 
The Nabob, Meer Jaffier, died in January, 1765, 
and was succeeded by his son Nu.djum-ud-Dowla. 

Suja~ Dowla's cause was now lost. Dismiss­
ing Cossim Ali a~d Sumroo, pho took refuge in: 
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Upper India, he repaired to the Briti::;h camp, Sunender of 

and surrendered himself to the General. Sujah Dowla. 

One of the consequences of the first revolution 
in Bengal, was a considerable degree of colli- _ 
sion between the servants of the Company prin­
cipally concerned in that transaction, and the 
leading Directors in England. Hitherto the 
communications, however harshly toned, of the 
Court of Dir:ectors, had been received by their 
servants abroad with submissiveness. But the 

I . 

actors in the Tecent scenes in Bengal, feeling; 
and possibly overrating, both the importance of 
their achievements, and the merit of their ser­
vices, resented censures which appeared to them 
at once imperious and unjust. Shortly-before 
the departure of Colonel Clive for Europe, the 
Council of Calcutta, with the Governor at their 
head, had addressed the Directors on this sub:-

, ject, in the language of free and even ,indignant 
remonstrance. For this address, all the Mem­
bers of Council who remained in India, were 
dismissed. 

The ex-servants, however, possessed influence 
and connexion in the Co-dilt of Proprietors, and 
thus there was laid in the proprietary a founda­
tion for violent party com bats. 

The contentions in question first drew the in­
specting notice of Parliament, on the system 
pursued by the servants of the Company/and 
paved the way for the establishment of that 
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effective control which is now exercised over 
Indian transactions. 

At the earnest reque~t of the Proprietors, in 
1764, Colonel Clive, now dignified with a Peer­
age, consented to revisit Be~gal in the capacity 
of Governor. A sele~t Committee, with full 
powers, was nominated to acco~pf!.P.Y him, partly 
C()mposed of old servants. · 'fhis distinguished 
statesman commencehis sec;:ond career in India 
by declaring, that he did so with a resolution of 
not increasing by it his private f~rturie to the 
value of a single sixpence. 

Ltr-Jr~t~eo~n Lord Clive, with the select Colllmittee, arrived 
Cai:utta, May, at Calcutta early in May 1765. He had heard 
176-J, . ' 

of the death of Meer Jaffier at Madras, and at 
Calcutta found that the Government had ele­
vated to the vacant musnud Nudjum-ud-Dowla, 
!1 youth of twenty, the second so~ of the dec~ased, 
in preference to his grandson, a boy of six: years 
old. Nudjum-ud-Dowl~ was likewise reputed 
to be illegitimate. His elevation by the Ca:~­
cutta Government was accompanied ~y the ~c­
ceptance of presents to an immense ?-mou~t, by 
several of the Membeo in Council, frOJJ;l ~ims~lf . ·~ 
and persons in important stations in his' Court .. 

The Me_mbers in Council had shortly previo-qs 
to this transaction, received despatches fr,om the 
Court of Directors, expressing a strong disappro- · 
bation of the reception of presents by their ser­
vants, from the native powers, and reqmrmg 
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them by certain covenants, drawn up in a spe­
cified form, J;o abstain from the practice alto­
gether. · It therefore seemed as if they had 
seized the short interval yet allowed them, to 
make ample provision against a long restraint. 

The attention of Clive was immediately di- Company's 

d h b h. b' b . . servants co-recte to t ese a uses; IS o ~ect emg ngorous venanted,1765. 

inquest as to the past, and strict prevention in 
future. Af!er a severe judicial investigation, 
the Committee reported to the Directors the 
names of the delinquents, while they compelled 
all the Members of the service to execUte the 
covenants prescribed; beyond this the infliction 
of signal punishment was forborne. Lord Clive 
likewise determined on correcting the irregula-
rities occasioned by the interference of Emo-
peans in the inland trade. He recalled from. 
the interior of the country all Europeans not 
stationed there officially, but allowed the servants 
of the Company a qualified monopoly in the 
traffic of s~lt, betel-nut, and tobacco, which had 
been granted to particular merchants by the 
native Govet:rlmerit. This measure .was, how-
ever, cancelled by the ~ui't of Directors in the 
following year . 

. Within two months of his arrival, Clive quitted 
Calcutta to join the army on the frontier, with 
the intention of visiting on his way the residence 
of the young Nabob at Moorshedebad. 

The minority oftheNabohNudjum-ud-Dowla, 
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the conquest of Oude, the presence of the Em~ 
peror, and Sujah Dowla in the Briiish cam-p, as 
suppliants, concurred to form a critical period 
in the history of the Company. It was now for 
them to consider in what degree they should 
avail themselves of the dignities and advantages 
before them. 

Revenues of · The negotiations conducted by Lord Clive's 
Bengal, Behar, d · • • · d · h d' · d 
and Orissa, a mm1stratwn, un er t ese comman mg a van-
granted to the · 1 d · h d' th f th ' Company, tages, e to t e surren er on e part o e 
August, 1765• Nabob, and grant from the Mogul Emperor, of 

the Dewannee, or entire administration of the 
revenues of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, to the 
Company. 

Since that period, 1765, these provinces have 
remained unmolested in possession of their 
Government. 

• The entire territory of Oude, excepting the 
districts of Corah, and Allahabad, was restored 
to Sujah Dowla. _ 

The grant of the Dewannee, by adding to the 
military supremacy which the Company had 
previously possessed in Bengal, all the functions 
of the domestic admin:\:Ptration, rendered_ them 
nearly virtually sovereigns of the realm. It was 
not, however, in the judgment of Clive, the 
true policy of the Company fully to· exert their 
power. In the discharge of the Dewannee fmic- . 
tions he recommended the employment of native 
ministers. The annual gain of 'the Company 
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(according to the computation of Clive) after the· · 
acquisition of the Dewam1ee, from ·their posses~ · 
sions in Bengal, was, after a due deduction for. 
the public expenses, 1,650,0001 

The five northern Circars of the Deccan were CessiJn of 

d d h C d• . f } . the Circars 
Ce e t<;> t e ompany, On COn ItiOn 0 t lelr of the Deccan, 

paying the Nizam a .rent of about llO,OOOl., and F 66
" 

that they should besides furnish the Nizam with 
the service <;>fa body of troops whenever ~t might 
be required for the maintenance of his High-
ness's Government. This cession took place the 
year succeeding the acquisition of the Dewan.: 
nees of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 

Peace being now restored, Lord Clive pro­
ceeded to effect various reforms in the system 
of Government. He new modelled the army, 
forming it into regiments and brigades, ,with an 
increased number of field-officers, and occa­
sioned some discontent by abolishing the field 
allowances, or batta, which, during the war, had· 
been advanced beyond the ordinary military pay. 
It should be recorded that a bequest of five lacs 
of rupees, or 60,000!., made to him by the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier, before his arrival inthe 
Indian seas was by Clive converted into a fund Estab~isbment 

' of l\lthtary . 
for the relief of such officers and soldiers as FundbyC!ive. 

should be invalided, or for the widows !l such 
as had lost their lives in the service of . the 
Company. While the officers of the army af-
fected acquiescence in the rece;tt regulations, a 
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Mutiny in' the conspiracy of the most formidable nature to the 

Bengal Army. 
interests of the Government was formed among 
them, it being agreed· that a simultaneous resig-

. nation of Commissions should take place, on 
the alleged ground that the . retrenchment of 
the batta precluded the prospect of a livelihood 
being earned in the military service. 

Lord Clive, when he received intelligence of 
the mutiny, determined on irrevocable opposi­
tion to the demands of its promoters. His cate 
was employed in procuring a supply of officers 
to succeed those who should resign their Com­
missions, and in preserving unimpaired the 
fidelity of the soldiery. The combination was 
effectually crushed, and recantation became 
general. Several offenders were cashieted by 
sentence of a court-martial; and these measures, 
though lenient, appear to have restored discipline 
to the forces of the Company. During the crisis 
we have just adverted to, 'the young Nabob, 
Nudjum-ud-Dowla, died, and leaving no issue 
was succeeded, conformably to the precedent 
already established, by his brother, Syef-ud­
Dowla. 

Cliveretums Having accomplished the ends for which he 
to England h d b · d h' · · d fi d" February,1767• a een appomte to IS Situatwn, an n mg 

his health impaired by the influence of the cli­
mate, Lord Clive finally quitted India in February, 
1767. During his short administration he had 
new modelled the constitution, both civil and. 
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.military, of the Presidency of Bengal-eradi­
cated the disorders with which the service was 
infected-increased the power-consolidated the 
possessions-and improved the finances of the 
East India Company. 

The revenues of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 
having become the property of. the Company, 
the idea occurred to that body, that their affairs 
would now admit of a large increase of their . 
annual dividend, which had for some years stood 
at only six per cent. A communication, how­
ever, from the First Lord of the Treasury, 
apprised them, that before the close of th~ ensu­
ing Session, their affairs would probably undergo 
the inspection of Parliament. The notice was 
evidently intended to operate against an in­
crease of the dividend, but the intetference of 
the Minister, even to this extent, in what was 
deemed private property, was a novelty; and 
the Proprietors, disd_aining to be controlled by 
it, determined that their dividend should be 
raised to 10 per cent. for the year 1766-7. 

In the ensuing month, the subject of the divi­
dend was taken into deliberate consideration by 
the House of Commons, and the discussions 
which consequently arose in that assembly gra­
dually comprehended nearly every branch of 
Indian affairs. On the 6th of May, 1767, the 
Proprietors resolved that, at the ensuing Mid­
summer, the dividend should be six and a quar-
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ter per cent. Two days afterw~rds leave was 
given in the House of Commons, to bring in a . 
Bill for the regulation of the Dividend on East 
India Stock. The Company petitioned against 
this Bill, as au infr~ngement of their Charter; 
but made proposals for a temporary arrange­
ment, on the ground that the public should be 
admitted to a participation in the benefit accru­
ing from their territorial acquisitions, and that 
the dividend might be raised to twelve per cent. 
The Commons rejected the petition, but accepted, 
under certain' mod!fications, the proposals for a 
temporary arrangement. 

Three Acts I · f th · d' • th 
0r7thGeo.III. n consequence o ese procee mgs, e 
~;~s;:: cc. 48, three Acts of the 7th of George III., cc. 48, 49, 

and 57, were passed. Of these Acts, the first 
and second respected the subject of dividends: 
the second Act restrained the Company froiil 
voting, before the next Session of Parliament, a 
dividend of more than ten per cent. for any time 
subsequent to the 24th of June, 1767. This 
restriction, though vigorously opposed as a vio­
hition of the privileges conferred on the Com­
pany, was· afterwards continued till February,· 
1769. By the remaining Act it was stipulated, 
that the Company shou~d retain their territorial 
acquisitions for two years, on condition that 
they paid to the public, in each year, the sum 
of four hundred thousand pounds. No formal 
provision was, however, made .for the renewal 
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of the Charter of exclusive tmae, although by 
the former Charter Act of the 3d of George II. 
c. 14, the privileges of the Company were, after 
the 25th of March, 1766, liable to a determina­
tion, on a notice of three years. Still the notice 
not being in fact given, the existing privileges, 
as far as they were not expressly annulled, were 
of course prolonged. 

These transactions, with the exception of some 
enactments of the 3d of George I., c. 14, relating 
to the jurisdiction of the Company over British 
subjects in the East, constituted the earliest in­
terference of the Legislature in Indian affairs, 
subsequently to the hattie of Plassey. 

On the cessio'~! of the Northern Circars by the 
Subahdar of the Deccan to the British, the Pre­
sideney of Madras promi~ed that. Prince, when­
ever he should require it, the assistance of the 
British troops in settling the affairs of his go-· 
vernment. The Nizam having, about the close 
of 1766, confederated himself with a 1\:Iahrat­
tah Chief against Hyder Ali, the Sovereign, 
~y usurpation, of M ysore, claimed for the 
fulfilment of his design the serviees of a British 
detachment. His application was granted, though 
no previous understanding took place, eit~er 

with the Nizam or the Mahrattah~, respecting the 
exact objects, the conduct, or. the expense~ of 
the projected enterprise. No insuraiic.e was pro­
vided against ioss, or guar~ntee exa~ted of fide-
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Invasion of lity. Totally without· preparations of this nature, 
Mysore by the 
British army, the British troops joined those of the Nizam, 
1766. 

and the united army invaded the territory of 
Mysore. 

Hitherto the wars waged by the Company 
had been, in their essential nature and princi­
ple, difensive. Their servants, in the case before 
us, entered on what may be designated a war 
of alliance, into which they were drawn by the 
operation of an engagement imprudently con­
tracted with a native potentate, and deeply did 
they suffer for their imprudence. Hyder Ali, 
who was distinguished by all the terrible accom­
plishments of an Asiatic hero, successfully ex­
erted himself to charm away a part of the tem­
pest with which he was threatened before it 
should burst. First, by dint of large bribes, he 
bought off the Mahrattahs : next, he entered into 
negotiations· with the Nizam, and so effectually, 
that that Prince not only concluded with him a 
separate peace, but at length an offensive alli­
ance, professedly directed to the extinction of 
the British name in the Deccan. In August, 
1767, the armies of the Nizam and Hyder ac­
tually united at Bangalore, from which place 
they made regular incursions into the Carnatic, 
the immense superiority of Hyder Ali in ca­
valry, enabling him to maintain a predatory and 
vexatious warfare. But the steady vigour of 
Colonel Joseph Smith1,the English commander, 
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together with a disagreement between Hyder Ali 
and the Nizam,. united to render the former weary 
of his warfare, and to induce hini to make over~ 
tures of peace in September, 1768, tendering, 
with some slight cession of territory, the pay~ 
ment of ten lacs of rupees. 

The Madras Presidency, however, haughtily 
insisted on far higher terms, and the negotiation 
proved abortive. At the same time the Presi­
dency, as if not satisfied with the display of in­
capacity they ha~ already afforded, subjected 
the movements of the army to the immediate 
control of two Members of the Council from 
Madras, with the appellation of Field Deputies. 
The deputies not only interfered to a pernicious 
extent with the details of the. military move­
ments, but obliged Colonel Smith t~ reverse his 
whole system of operations, by acting offen­
sively against the territory of Mysore. The 
plan was useless and ruinous, unless one or both 
of tP.e strong cities of Bangalore, and Seringa­
patam could be reduced, and for a service so 
arduous, Colonel Smith almost destitute, through 
the negligence of the· Government, of stores and 
provisions, was in no condition.· The ill success 
·of the war prov<?ked the Government to recall, 
not the Deputies who were in fault, but the 
Commander, whose courage, intelligence, and 
activity, would have been their best stay in the 
existing state of affairs. The successors of this 
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officer proved still less fortunate; the army, 
weakened by sickness and desertion, became de~ 
spondent ; some inferior conquests which had 
been made to the southward were lost; and, in . 
January, 1769, Hyder Ali, having recovered his 

Invasion of own provinces marched into the Carnatic which 
the Carnatic by ' ' 
Hyder Ali, he ravaged with fire and sword. -
1769. 

Yet, notwithstanding the formidable attitude 
which. the enemy had now assumed, the prospect 
was far from hopeless. The resources of Hyder 
Ali were heavily burthened, and his armies had 
been greatly w,asted. Colonel Smith had been 
restored to his command in the army; and this 
officer not only greatly· hampered the move­
ments of the enemy's force, but by the dexter­
ous interposition ·of a detachment rendered. the 
situation of Hyder Ali somewhat critical. That' ': · 
Chief, however, having drawn the British forces 
to a considerable distance froni Madras, sud­
denly directed his march on that Presidency, 
and moving one hundred and twenty miles in 
three days, presented himself on the conti"guous 
mount of St. Thorn~. From this point, eight 
miles from Fort St. George, he despatched a 
message to the Governor, requiring that a nego­
tiation mightbe opened for peace, and that, in 
the meanwhile, the approach of the army under 
Colonel Smith might be' prohibited. The 
Madras Government implicitly complied with 
his requisitions, and after some interruptions a· 
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peace was concluded on the 4th of April, 1769, Treaty ~r 
Madras with 

by which the parties stipulated for a mutual Hyder Ali, 
• • Apri\4, 1769. 

all1ance m all but aggressive wars. 

The war wi~h Hyder Ali had been viewed 
with much .anxiety by the Company .at home. 
·when intelligence .arrived of the reverses of 

· I 768, this anxiety gave place, in the Court of 
Directors, to de~p displeasure; and alarm among 
the Proprietors to absolute consternation, of 
which the consequence was that the price of 
India Stock fell sixty per cent. 

The Directors proposed the appointment of a 
Special Commission, for the purpose of investi­
gating the ·matters in question upon· the spot.' 
The Commissioners, in the me~n ti'me, were to 
exercise general powers of inspection and con­
trol over all the Presidencies of India, and to 
provide regulations: under the supervision of 
the Company, for such an" administration of 
affairs, as should both secure correctness of con­
duct in the service, and consult the rights and 
happiness of the natives. • 

Messrs. Vansittart, Scrafton, and Ford were 

entrusted with tl;e propos.ed Commission. They 
accordingly embarked for India• in I-769, ~n 
bo~rd His Majesty;s ship Aurora.. Unfortu- Loss of the 

Aurora, 1769. 
nately this frigate, after leaving the Cape of 
Good Hope, was.never again heard of, having 

in all probability foundered at sea. 
Meanwhile an Act of Parliament was 'passed, 

E 
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by which the obligation imposed on the Com­
pany in 1767, of annually p~ying to the Go-· 
vernment four hundred thousand pounds, on 
account of the territorial revenues, was conti-
. nued ftJr five years longer. . ~ 

L .sdir John The Company having, at the time they nomi- . 
m say ap-. • 

pointe~ P!t~i- nated the Special· Commission for the restora-potenttary m 

India, 1769. tion of their affairs, solicited t)le presence of a 
squadron of ships of war in' the" Indian seas, Sir 
John Lindsay, the commander of the squadron 
destined for that station, received a commission, 
creating him Plenipotentiary Minister from the 
King to the Princes of India, and particularly: 
to the Nabob of the Carnatic, who having been 
specially namea in the Treaty of Paris, was 
now considered as an ally of the Crown. 

Vexatious disputes took place between the 
Madras Government and tl~e K\ng;s Plenipoten­
tiary, yet the Go~ernment in England profit~d 
so little by this experiment, that Sir Robert 

Ha~i:n~ob:;~ Harland, who, in 1771, succeeded Sir John 
pointe~ Pleni- Lindsay as naval commander in chief· was in-potenttary, ' · 
177

1. vested with similar powers, and these resulted 
in similar contentions with the Government of 

. . 
Fort St. Georie.\ 
· _In September,· 1773, the Nabob of the Car­
natic having determined on the subjugation of 

T R:ajah okf the Rajah of TanJ' ore; a petty Hindoo Chieftain, anJore ta ·en, ' 
1773. received the assistance of the.. Company's forces, 

and the capital of the Rajah was taken by the 
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allied armies; he and his fa~ily, being made pri­
soners. This was one of the wars of alliance into 
which the Company "«ras hurried, by the rashness 
or interested views of their servants. 

Unfortunately the Presidency of Madras was 
not a solitary offender· at this period. The Go­
vernment of Bombay advanced a claim upon 
the Nabob of Baroach, a dependency on the 
district of Surat, for 'Some pecuniary dues which 

,had been, as they alleged, unjustly withheld dur-
ing the forty years preceding. To enforce these 
pretensions, a body of troops moved towards 
the .city of Baroach, and as they did not effect 
the expected compliance, the reduction of the 
city was attempted but without success. The 
result was another expedition against Baroach 

/ 

in 1772, in the sequel of which the city was B C~pthure177°~ aroac , ~. 

stormed, and the district subjugated. It may 
be proper to observe that both the expeditions 
against. this place were strongly reprobated by 
the Company at home. . 

In the month ~f Fibru~ry; 1770, the Nabo.b Sy~f~~tooofw­
Syef-ud-Dowla d1ed. His successor was his la, in mo. 

younger brother, Mubarick-ud-Dowla, a boy of 
thirteen, on whom a revenue was settled of about 
thirty-two lacs of rupees, or 3£i0,000l. sterling, 
but this revenue afterwards underwent a further 
reduction. 

It will be necessary to afford· some general te~6l;~:Z,!~ 
view of the Mogul system of Finance, ot~erwise 
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. the account of the successivG measures of terri­
torial economy, adopted by the ·British Govern­
ment in Bengal, would sc:A-cely be intelligible. 

Throughout India the grand source of revenue 
is the land ; and the principle of assessment 
seems originally to ·have been an annual divi­
sion of the produce between the Sovereign, the 
landholder, and the successive orders pf renters, 
sublessees, and culEivators. "In Bengal, however, 
the rent was paid in money ; and the sum con-. 
sisted of two parts: the one, the original ground 
rent, supposed to have been fixeu in the year of 
our era 1582 ; the other, a per centage· on the· 
original sum, variable from year to year .• 

The annual amount to be paid was settled, in 
the first instance, between the Government and 
the zemindar, or landholder. 

The zemindar having made this engagement, 
relet his lands in portions to the several farmers; 
these made over their leases, entire or in part, 
to inferior renters, and these again underlet to a 
still lower class, who entered into terms• with 
the ryots or cultivators of the soil. 

Such was the general outline of the system, 
wh~ch tended to oppress the wretched cultiva­
tors, who had no .defence but the plea ·of poverty, 
against oppression accredited by law. 

On the acquisition of th~ Dewannee by the 
English, it was determined, as has before been 
stated, that the ostensible administration of the 
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land reve!lue should stil~ be conducted by the 
native government. The systein of reletting 
the revenue was, as we ltave seen, of a nature· 
to tend io impoverish the country, and that 
impoverishment was increased . by the neces- · 
sity the Government of Bengal was under, of 
remitting large sums to the coast for the support 
of the destructive campaigns against Hyder Ali. 
The abuses in the inland trade, which Clive 
had not been ahle entirely to suppress, also con­
curred in :fggrieving the native population. Such 
a combination of evils could' not fail of producing 
distressing consequences. The commerce, both 
inland and maritime of the country, declined ; 
the standard of the revenues could not even by 
clint of increased exertions, be maintained ; nor 
can it be questioned, that by the year 1769, the 
internal condition of the provinces had become 
considerably worse than at a period twelve years 
earlier; when the ascendancy of the British first . . 
commenced. There was yet, however, in the 
national genius, and principles of the British, 
what might retrieve ·the faults, and rectify the 
disorders that have been described. In the year 
before mentioned, of 1769, the resident at the 
Durbar, Mr. Becher, a gentleman not more 
distinguished for hone.sty, and integrity, than for 
his local experience, entered 'nto minute, and 
laborious investigations respecting the actual 
st~te of the country, together with the causes to 

/ 
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which that state was O'Ying, and sub.J:!litted a full 
and free representation on the subject to the 
Presidency of Calcu'rta. The Presidency, of 
which Mr. Verelst was the head, took 1he matter 
into very serious consideration; and the result 
was the adoption, towards the close of the year, 
of a :rn,easure from which may' be dated a new 
::era of territorial economy. · 

Appointment European servants of the Company were ap­
of s_up~rvisors pointed to act in the districts. under the deno-of d1stncts, ' 

1769
• mination of supervis~rs. This me'hsure was 

matured by the establishment of councils of 
revenue at Moorshedebad, and at Patna, of which 
the resid.ent presided over the. former, and the 
Chief at Patna over the latter, and which were 
respectively to discharge the financial functions 
before vested in those two individuals. 

To the native Agents this change of system 
was, of course, highly distasteful; and they set 
themselves to obstruct its operation, by 'imped­
ing or embarrassing the inquiries, and· :nisrepre­
senting t~e conduct of their new superintend- · 
ants. The new system, however, had produced 
good effects, when an unlooked fo.r calamity 
befell our Indian settlements. 

Famine in The natives of Bengal subsist" chiefly on rice, 
Beno-al 1770. f h. h h d ll "' ' o w 1c , t e groun annua y produces two 

crops, one late i~ August, the other, early in 
Decemb'er. The rice crops of December, 1768, 
and August, 1769, 'were both scanty; and that 
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~f December, 1769, almost totally failed, from the· 
. want of heavy rains that usually fall in October. 

Both the English and native Governments 
ha<\ early taken the alarm, and had adopted 
such precautions as were within their reach. In 
September, 1769, all the English, and their 
dependents, were absolutely prohibited from 
trading in rice ; general injunctions, also, of a 
strict kind, were published against the hoarding 
of grain, and against all sales, or purcha;;;es of 
the article, in any other place than the public 
markets. A stock of rice, amounting to 60,000 
maunds, \vas ·laid in for the us~ of the army. 
In all thes~ proceedings the prime mover was 
Mr. Becher, the resident at the Durbar. 

Notwithstanding these precatltions, rice gra­
dually rose to fOllr, and at length to ten times 
its usual pri,ce ; but even at that rate was not to 
be had. The wretched scenes that followed are 
painful to describe. Three millions perished of 
want of food in twelve ~onths. During this 
season of horror, nothing was left uneffected that 
generous pity could suggest for the alleviation of 
cc,tlamities without a remedy. 

Subscriptions were set on foot for the support 
of the: poor. The Company, the Na"jjob, the 
Ministers, pri~ate Europeans, and native gen­
tlemen of opulence, vying together in the libe­
rality of their contributions. In Moorshedebad 
alone, 7000 persons were fed for several months. 
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To dismiss this painful subject, it may be ob­
served, that the famine in Bengal, was a tre­
mendous visitation of Providence, which neither 
human prudence could 4ave prevented, por 
human avarice have created. . 

In 1772; orders• reached Bengal from the 
Court of Directors, for the Government in India 
to take upon itself the entire care and ·manage­
ment of the revenues. The Government, on 
whom the fulfilment of those orders fell, were 
new in office, having been nominated only the 
preceding year, at which time Mr. Warren Hast­
ings was creat~d Governor General. The seat 
of the revenue business, together with th~ trea­
sury, was removed from Moorshedebad, the 
capital of the N}bob, to Calcutta, and the whole 
of the fiscal and financial b1:anch of affairs, 
comprehending not only the manag€(ment of the 
collections, but many among the most important 
duties of municipal Government, .was placed 
under the personal supervision of the Governor 
and Council, forming themselves into a distinct 
establishment, with native officers annexed to it, 
which had the title of a Board of Revenue. The 
detail of the collections was committed to cer-• . 
tain officers, being covenanted s.ervants of the 
Company, styled Collectors, of whom one pre­
sided over each considerable division of the 
pi·ovinces, having with him a.native assistant 
under the appellation of Dewan. 
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Regulations were framed, and published in 
the native languages, abolishing several oppres~ 
sive taxes, and substituting, in the conduct of 
the collectjons, simple and d~finite processes for 
those practices which had hitherto been an effec­
tual cover for fraud. A quinquennial settlement 
of the revenue was adopted, the lands being 
farmed to .the·best bidder. • 

The chief seats of civil, and at first of criminal 
judicature, were l~kewise transferred to the Bri­
tisli Presidency; where the two principal Ma­
hommedan courts, being Courts of Appeal, took 
their station. Of these it was provided that the 
Sudder Dewannee court, or the Fountain of 
Justice, in civil concerns, should henceforth con­
sist of the Governor and Council, assisted by 
native officers, learned in the law of the 
country. But in the principal criminal court, 
entitled the Sndder-Nizamut-Adawlut, the dis- · 
penser of justice was to be an officer immedi­
ately selected by the Nabob. The proceedings 
of this court were generally controlled by the 
British Government. 

Fromeachofthese appellate tribunals branched 
forth a number of subordinate courts. In every 
division the civil court, named the Dewannee 
Adawlut, was placed under the European col­
lector of the division, "assisted by his Dewan, 
and other nat,ive officers. Causes, however, of 
property' where the value concerned did not 
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exceed 10 rupees, were determinable by the-head 
farmer of the district. 

At the same time the criminal court, called 
the Fojedarry, altbough subjected to general 
inspection on the part of the collector, was to 
consist exclusively of native judges. The col-

. lectors, however? were so far invested with the 
powers of ctiminal justice, that they presided 
over the Police under the denomination of Ma­
gistrates. 

The. royal speech, at the opening of the Par.: 
liamentary Session, in January, 1772, glanced 
at the probable occasion for interference in the 
concerns of the East India Company on the 
part of Parliament. In the succeeding March, 
the Deputy Chairman of the Company, being a 
Member of the House of Commons, brought in a 
Bill, of which the chief objects were to enlarge 
the poMTer of the Company over their servants, 
to facilitate the distribution of justice in the Indo­
British settlements, and to restrict the Gover­
nors, and Members of Council, from private 
trade. . This Bill, however, was laid aside. 

In the following month the Hovse appointed 
a Select Committee, to inquire into the nature, 
state, and condition, of the East India Company, • 
and this Committee they revived at the begin­
ning of the next · Sessi<m. While this inquiry 
was yet pending, the Company determined on 
deputing ~ new set of Supe;visors, armed with 
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extraordinary powers; for the general regulation 
of their affairs in the East. Before this resol~­
tion, however, could be accomplished, the. Par­
liament had ~gain met. Another Committee 
(one .of secrecy) was instituted by the Commons, 
to examine the state, and inspect the accounts of 
the Company. In ~ne, a Bill passed the House 
re~traini,ng the appointment, in question, of 
Supervisors. 

· The labours of the two Committeeg, that have 
been mentioned, issued in a variety. of Reports, 
replete with information of high value. It was 
derived from the principal actors in the first 
revolutions of Bengal, and is greatly illustrative, 
not only of the actual situation o£ the Company. 
at the time when the Parliamentary investiga­
tion took place, but also of the circumstances, 
under which they had originally assumed a po­
litical and military character, and of the nature 
and system of ·that government, which the Bri- · 
tish authority had superseded. · · 

The Committees having closed their respec1live Regulating . 
. . . h L . l d h R l . Act of 1773, mqu1r1es, t e egis ature passe t e. egu atmg passed 13th 

Act of 1773, the fir~t interference, properly ~~o;~e III. 
speaking, of the national authority, in the admi-
nistration of British India. 

The local Government of Bengal had hitherto 
been vested in a Pr~sident, and Council,-_c_Q~sist­
ing, in addition to the "9-overnor, of twelve or 
more Members, several of whom ordinarily pre-
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sided at some of the out-stations·in the provinces. 
The Act of 1773 limited the number of the coun­
sellors, exclusive of the Governor, to fonr, and 
these• were to be stationary at t~e Pres~dency. 
In the Governor and Council, thus constituted, 
was reposed th·e whole power, civil and military, 
of Fort William, with the management of all the 
territorial acquisitions _and revenues iri )3engal, 
Behar, and Orissa. The statute also conferred 
on the Go~rnment of Fort William, a superin­
tending and. controlling ~uthority over the Pre~ 
sidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, 
especially in matters of peace, w.ar, and negotia­
tion with the native states of Hindostan. By. 
subseq~ent Acts of Parliament, the Councils of 
those subordinate Presidencies have been mo­
delled on the plan here described for that of 
Calcutta. 

The first Governor General, and four mem­
bers of Cou~~il,- were nominated-by tlie Act for 
five years; the Governor being. Mr. Warren 
Hastings, the senior member in. Co~ncil, Mr. 
Richard Barwell, and to these were added, Lieu­
tenant-general Clavering, Colonel Monson, and 
Mr. Philip Francis. 
. It was expressly enjoined, that the Governor 
General and Council, should. pay ·due ~bedience 
to the orders of. the Court of Djrectoril. The 
forms, and systems, at the same time, of that 
Court, nnderwen't material alterations. 



61 

By the previous usage, the. persons chosen 
Directors continued in office only for a year, b.ut 
might ·always be re-chosen. !he Act ordained, 
that there should be an annual election of six 
Directors,~- for the term_ o.f four years ; and that 
tqe interval of a year should elapse before an ex­
Director. was again eligible. Before also, the 
possession of 500!. of the stock of the Company 
(provided it had subsisted for the six months 
previous to an election) entitled the holder to a 
vote; but the privilege of more than one vote, 

• 
had not, since the establishment of the United 
Company, been allowed to an individual Pro­
prietor. Th~ . quaJifi~ati~p. .. was now raised to 
l OOOl., the requisite time of previous. pos~ession 
extended to a twelvemonth, and the holders of · 
3000!., 6000l.,and lO,OOOl. of stock; were respec­
tively, invested with two, three, and four vote~ 
which last number, however, constituted the 
utmost limit of individual privilege. · Regula­
tions were likew.ise adopted to prevent collusive 
transfers of stoc~ for .electio:r;eering purpo,ses. 

The statute gave to the (j~o~n, what it had 
never before formally possessed, :;t privity in the 
affairs, financial, and political, of the Company, 
by the requisition, that ·all advices transmitted 
from India, in those departments, should within 
fourteen days after their arrival, . be communi­
cated -to the administration by the· Court of 
Directors. 
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The encroachments made on the judicial func­
tions of the Company constituted, perhaps, a 
still greater innovation than any of those already 
enumerated. 

Establish- The old Mayor's Court at Calcutta was set 
ment of the • 
Supreme Court aside, and the King was empowered to erect in 
of Calcutta, 

1773. its place a Supreme Court of Judicature, con-
sisting of a Chief Justice and three puisne Judges, 
who should all be Barristers· in England or Ire­
land, of not less than five years' standing. 'f-his 
Court was invested with civil, criminal, admiralty 
and ecclesiastic-~1 jurisdiction, over all British 
subjects resident in. the' three provinces, with the 
exception of the Governor General and Members 
of Council, un:less indicted for treason or felony. 

It had authority, also, in suits against persons 
who, not being themselves British subjects, were 
fh t?e employ of British subjects or of the Com­
pany, or who ~hould voluntarily accept of its 
decision. 

This Act at the same time, prohibited not only 
· to the covenanted s~vm:~t_s of _t~ Company, but 
also to all the civil and military officers of the 
Crown, serving in India, the reception of pre­
sents fro~ the natives. It regulated the inter-

. ference of ;Europeans irr the internal commerce 
of the country, totally excluding th~m from the 
trade in those articles of prime necessity among 
the natives, salt, betel-nut, .tobacco, and rice ; 
and excluding from all trade. whatever the Go-
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vern or General, Members of Council, Judges of 
the Supreme C9urt, and collectors of the revenue. 
The Act farther :fixed the maximum of the legal 
rate of interest in Bengal at 12 per cent. per 
annum. 

In the sam~ year which produced the Regu-
lating Act, Parliament granted to the· Company 1s Geo. nr. 

l f l . h b•ll c. 64, passed. a oan o 1,400,000 ~ m exc equer 1 s, to be-
come cl!rrent in Ap~, 1779, on which the Bank 
of England was authorised to make advances to 
the King. The conditions of the loan were, 
that the suq:~lus of the clear revenue of the Com-
pany should be paid half-yearly into the exche-
quer, till the liquidation of the debt ; that in the 
interim their annual dividend should be re-
strained to 6 per cent. ; and that, ·until the 
reduction of their bond debt to 1,500,000!., the, 
dividend should not exceed 7 per cent. 

The following brief notices will· exhibit the 
state of the Commerce, ·Territorial Revenue, and 
Military Force of the Company,· about the year 
1774. 

ExPORTS • 

• 
The average of the Company's Exports for eight years, from 

1766 to 1773, both inclusive, was-

Goods and Stores 
Bullion 

Total, per annum 

£550;393 
121,239 

£671,632 
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'IMPORTS. 

The average of the prime cost of Imports from 
India and China, from 1770 to 1773 inclu­
sive, was, per annum 

• 
SALES. 

The average of amount received for Sales at 
home, from March 1768, to Qrch 1773, 
was, per annum -

SHIPPING. 

£ 1,573,856 

£3,423,397 

The Shipping in the Company's employ, an no 1772, stoo<!. 

thus: ·-
Abroad and taken up 
At home, and building 

55 ships - 39,836 tons. 
30 - - 22,000 -

Total 85- - 61,836 -

,I DIVIDEND. 

The Company's Dividend had been, from Christmas, 1776, 
to Midsummer, 1772, on an average, at about 11 per cent. 
per annum. In the years 1772 and 1773, and iome time 
after, it was only 6 per cent. per annum. 

REVENUES AND CHARGES. 

Bengal. 

The net Revenu~s collected in the Bengal provinces, for the 
year ending April, 1774, were-• . . 

Net Revenue £2,481,404 
The pivil and Military Charges were l ,488,435 

Surplus £ 992,969 
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Fort St. George. 
The ne'l? Revenues for the year ending April, 1774 £524,762 
SubsidTes from the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah 

<if Tanjore 362,545 

CHARGEs, viz. 
Civil 
Military, to be defrayed by 

the Natob, &c. 
Company 

Fortifications 

£407,848 
269,266 

£51,104 

677,114 
86,774 

887,307 

0 · Surplus - - -
· :\fxcess of payments for Nabob, &c. as 

814,992 

72,315 

• 0 

above, viz. Paid £407,848 
Received 362,545 

Total, Madras surplus 

Bombay, 

Net Revenue for the year ending April, 1774 

Charges 

Deficiency 

BENGAL surplus 
MADRIIS surplus 

Total 
BoMBAY deficiency 

£992,969 
117,618 

I,ll0,587 
238,224 

Totald~urpAlus. R
1 

ev
7
e
7
nue, for the year l £ 872,363 

en 1ng pn , I 4 - - f 

45,303 

£117,618 

, 

£ 109,163 
347,387 

£238,224 
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ARMY. 

~·-30th September, 1774. r. Bengal, 

European Artillery, five companies. 

Cavalry, one troop. 
Infantry, thiee regiments. 

~4 

Native Infantry, 23 battalions, besides 28 companies of 

Invalids. 
ll} 'all about 27;000 men. 

Fort St. George;.in 1772. 

European Infantry 

Cavalry 
Artillery 

Sepojs 

Total 

3,486 
68 

581 

Bombay, April, 1774. 

Artillery 
European Infantry 

~epoys 

Total, Bombay Army 

Madras -
Bengal 

Total Indian Army; in April, 177<1, about 

4,135 
15;840 

19,975 

434 
1,620 

,.4,346 

6,400 
19,975 

27,000 

53,375 men. 

• 

...... . -. 
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It has been stated that Mr. Hastings, at the 
commencement of his administration in 1772, 
adopted vario1,1s measures for the realization of 
the territorial revenues of Bengal. Among these 

' . 
were the appointment of provincial collectors, 
being servants -of the Company; arid the settle­
ment of the lands for a period of five years. At 
the end of that term the returns exhibited, in 
remissions and irrecoverable balances, a deficit 
of two millions sterling, or upwards. 

In 177 4, the office of collector was abolished, 
and the functions· attached to it were vested in 
provincial councils, . each consisting of a chief 
and council, with native assistants. 

The proceedings of the Madras Government, Arrest of Lord 

• t 'th th N b b f A , • t h Pigot, Gover. Ill concer WI e a 0 0 rcot, aga1ns t e nor of Madras, 

Rajah of Tanjore, led to the appointment of Aug. 24• 1776• 

Lord Pigot from home as Governor of Madras. 
He reached Fort St. George the latter end of 
177~,- and succeeded in restoring the Rajah of 
Tanjore to .the possession of his ancient dominions. 
The measnres connected with the affairs of that 
kingdom, involved his -Lordship in opposition to 
his council. He carried the suspension of two 
of the members by his casting vote, .and put Sir 
Robert Fletcher, the commander of the forces, 
under arrest. A plot was formed by the ~x-

cluded members for securing the person of the 
President. Colonel Stuar-t, who succeeded to the 
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command of the forces on the occasion of Sir 
Robert Fletcher being placed . under arrest, 
though a private friend oftheGovetnor's, entered 
into the views of the suspended counsellors. 
His Lordship having been persuaded by Colonel 
Stuart; on the 24th of August, 1776, to proceed 
to a villa a short distance from Madras, appro­
priated for the use of the Governors, and accom­
panied by the Colonel, was surrounded by a 
party of sepoys on the way, and carried as a 
prisoner to the Mount. The proceedings, though 
supported by the Bengal Government, and by 
many of the Directors, were strongly condemned 
by the majority, and the proprietors resolved, 
that his Lordship should be reinstated. Before 
the orders of the Court reached India, his Lord­
ship had sunk under a debilitated constitution, 
and the effects of the violent measures in which 
he was involved. The proceedings became sub-
sequently a matter of discussion in Parliament. 

In December, 1776, Mr. Hastings instituted a 
temporary office, with a view to investigate the 
exact ·state and real value of the ~ands through­
out the provinces, as a groundwork for a~y set­
tlement which it might be thought proper to 
adopt. The office was committed to three of the 
most experienced civil servants, assisted by native 
agents. It, however, did not fulfil its intended 

· object, and was therefore abolished by an order 
· from the Court of Directors. Indeed, the Court 
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did not adopt any of the financial plans then 
transmitted to them from Bengal. Meanwhile 
the system of annual settlements was resumed. 

In 1781, the provincial councils were with-
• drawn; the persons who had been the chiefs· of 

them being contin~ed as individual collectors, 
while the task of inspection, and management 
was, in a great measure, transferred to a com­
mittee of revenue, established at Calcutta, and 
composed of five civil servants, qualified for the 
office by their information and experience. 

Such is the outline of the measures, relating 
to revenue, adopted under the administration of 
Mr. Hastings. 

The proceedings of his government, with re- Proceedings 
of Mr. Hast-

gard to the administration of public justice, may iogs' go_vern-
• • ment With re-

not be irrelevant m this place. It has been ga_r~ to t~e ad· 

b 
i! • d h . .1 d . . · mtmstration ol 

e10re mentwne , t at a CIVI an a cr1mmal public justice. 

court were created in each district, or collector-. 
ship ; from the decisions of which courts an 
appeal lay, in all but very trivial cases, to two 
superior tribunals sitting in Calcutta. The pro-
vincial civil court, or Mofussil Dewannee Adaw-
lut, was held by the collector of revenue for the 
district ; the superior civil court, or Sudder­
Dewannee-Adawlut, by three or more members 
of the Calcutta council. In all these civil courts, 
however, the European judges were assisted by 
native officers. With respect to the criminal 
judicatories, as the imperial grant of the Dewan., 
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nee, to the Company, did not convey 'yith it the 
·criminal jurisdiction of the country, the judges 
were natives, appointed by the Nabob; but with 
a view to check the too frequent irregularities of 
Mussulman justice, a general control was exer- • 
cised over the Fojedarry, or provincial criminal 
court, by the collector; over the superior crimi­
nal court, or Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, by the 
Governor General, and Council : the collector 
was also invested with the guardianship of the . 
police. 

Some changes of system were soon found re­
quisite. The supervision of criminal justice 
proyed so burthensome to the Governor General, 
that the Nizamut-Adawlut, eighteen months after 
the translation of that court to Calcutta, was re­
stored to Moorshedebad. Other alterations in 
the judicial department necessarily followed the· 
supersession, in 177 4, of the collectorships of 
revenue by provincial councils. The functions 
of police, vested in the collector, were now com­
mitted to native magistrates, styled Fojedars ; 
while the administration of civil justice was to be 
exercised by the meinbers of the provincial coun­
cil in rotation. 

This plan subsisted till the year 1780; when 
the Govemment established courts of Dewannee 
Adawlut, distinct from the provincial councils, 
and furnished with a civil cognizance over all 
matters, exe.epting such as related to the public · 
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revenue~ which were permitted to remain under 
the jurisdiction of the council. In the same 
year, the avocations of the Governor General 
and Council having prevented their attendance 

•in the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, that court 
was placed under the superintendance of a sepa­
rate judge. The person preferred to this high 
office was Sir Elijah lmpey, chief justice of the 
supreme court of judicature ; an appointment 
attended with this advantage, that the profes­
sional kn9wledge of the new judge enabled him 
to reform and methodize the practice of the 
])ewannee courts, according to the model, as far 
as it could be made applicable, of British juris­
prudence. 

The following year, 1781, was distinguished 
by the removal of the Fojedars, or native magi­
strates, instituted in 1774. The police jurisdic­
tion was to reside in the judges of the Dewannee 
Adawlut, or where the Government should espe­
cially permit, in_ the zemindar. In November, 
1782, the Government, by order of the Directors 
at home, resumed the superintendance of the 
Sudder Dewannee Ada~lut, and that c:;_ourt, 
agreeably to the statute of the 21st George III. 
c. 70, was declared a court of record. 

It was carefully provided by th,e Gover~~ent 
of Mr. Hastings, that in all civil suits regarding 
inheritance, marriage, caste, and other religious 
_us(lges or institl\tiolis, the laws of the Koran with 



4th G eo. III. 
• 25. 
l\lr. Pitt's 
ndia bill, 
an. 1784. 

72 

respect to Mahommedans, and those of the Shas-· 
ter with respect to Gentoos, should be invariably 
maintained. The courts were also provided with. 
native officers of both races, learned in the ob­
servances enjoined by their respective codes. · 

In the year 1784, the British Legislature de­
cisively interfered, "to regulate the affairs of 
the East India Company," and of " the British 
possessions in India." 

To this end was passed the Act of the 24th 
George IlL c. 25, which composes the ground­
work of the present constitution of British India. 

By this important statute, three objects were 
intended to be effected. 

1st. The establishing a power of control in 
Great Britain, by whl.ch the Executive Govern-. 
ment in India is connected with that over the 
rest of the Empire. 

2dly. The regulating of the conduct of the 
Company's servants in India, in order to remedy 
the evils that had prevailed there. 

3dly. The providing for the punishment of 
crimes which might reflect disgrace upon Great 
Britain. 

The first object was thus intended to be ef-· 
fected: 

Establish· Six persons are to be nominated by the King, 
lent of the • 
loard of Con· as Commissioners for the Affaus of India, of 
~ol, 1784

' f h S ' f S d h whom one o t · e ecretar1es o tate an· t e 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, for the time being, 



73 

shail be two, and the President is to have 
the casting vote, if equally divided. New Com­
missioners are to be appointed at the pleasure of 
the Cro\\n. 

The Members of this Board of Control, are 
sworn to execute the several powers and trusts 
reposed in them, without favour, or affection, 
preju~ice, or malice. 

The Court of Directors are to deliver to this 
-

Board, for their approbation or alteration, all 
minutes, orders, and resolutions- of themselves, 
and of the Court of Proprietors ; and copies of 
all letters, orders, and instructions, proposed to 
be sent abroad. None to be sent until after such 
previous communication, o.n any pretence what­
ever. The Directors are to appoint the servants 
abroad, but power is given to the King, by his 
Secretary of State, to recal the Governors and 
Members of the Council, and all inferior magis­
trates. The Council of Bengal is subjected to 
the direction of the Company at home ; and in_ 
all cases, except those of immediate danger and 
necessity, restrained from acting without orders 
from England. 

Another object of this Act is to redress the 
grievances of the natives of India; to provide 
for the payment of the debts of the Nabob of 
Arcot, which are a burden upon his country ; 
discriminating between those which were justly 
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incurred, and those which were forced upon him 
by the injustice, and extortion, of British oppres­
sions ; to ascertain the indeterminate rights and 
pretensions of the Rajah of Tanjore, and to 

· deliver the zemindars, or native landowners of 

Reports to 
be forwarded 
to Parliament 
of India pro­
£eedings. 

India, from oppression. 
2d. A material part of this Bill is directed 

also against the abuses said to have prevailed 
in the civil and military departments ; together 
with the suppression of such places as are found 
to be useless ; and of s.uch expenses as may be 
conveniently avoided. And in order to prevent 
any delusive show of retrenchment, or any future 
deviation, this reform is directed to be con­
stantly submitted, in its whole state and pro­
gress, to Parliament. 

Syst~m of A system of succession by Seniority is esta-
tmccesswn bv • f 
Seniority esta- bhshed by the Act, to prevent the servants o 
blished in the } C f • · • 1 h h · 
company's ci- t 1e ompany rom nsmg mere y t roug mte-
vil service. 'th t · 1 · h h rest, w1 ou ment; eavmg owever to t e 

councils abroad the power of bringing forward 
(for reasons to be by them assigned) any persons 

· .of extraordinary merit or capacity. [See Stat. 
33 George III. c. 52, div. 3.] 

Provisionfor 3dly. Security having been heretofore derived 
tile trial of In- • • • • 
dian delin- to delmquents m Indm, from the circumstance 
quents. f h . IJ' b ' • d • h' h o t e1r ouences emg ·committe w1t m t e ter-

ritories of Indian . Princes, so as not to come 
within the cognizance of the British Govern-
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ment; this Act provides against such evasions 
in future, by declaring the offence equally pu­
ni:Bhable in whatever territory of India it is 
committed. The act of receiving presents is 
declared to be in itself extortion, and punish­
able accordingly. The offences of disobeying 
orders, and bargaining for offices, are pro­
nounced to be misdemeanors; and it is provided 
that offenders shall not compound for · them _ 
with the Company, nor ever be restored to 
appointments in their service. Collectors and 
Receivers are bound by oath not to receive 
any private gratuity, over and above the _legal 
tribute. 

The Attorney-General or Court of Directors Pitt's Bill, 
' ' 1784, 24th of 

may exhibit an information against any person ~.e;~~e III. 

guilty of the, crime of extortion, or other mis­
demeanors, committed in the East Indies after 
January 1st, 1785 .; which information is to be 
tried by Commissioners selected from both 
Houses of Parliament. The election of these 
Commissioners is regulated by statute 26th. of 
George III. c. 57. 

Thi's important legislative enactment was the 
consequence of a series of parliamentary discus­
sions, arising from the Reports of the Commit­
tees appointed to investigate Indian affairs, pre­
vious to the passing of 'the Regulating Act of 
1773, and of Parliamentary Inquiries respecting 
the administration of the government of all three 
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Presidencies in India, to which it will be neces­
sary to cast a retrospective view. 

The expenses of the war with Hyder Ali, and 
the Mahrattahs, rose to such a height that the 
wealth and revenue of Bengal were unequal to 
their supply. The prosecution of the means of 
meeting these expenses had driven Mr. Hastings 
into a new war. 

war of Be- The Rajah Bulwant Sing was tributary to 
nares, 1781

• Sujah Dowla, the Nabob of Oude, for the com:i.­
try of Benares and its dependencies, at a cer­
tain tribute rent, and was protected by the nfth 
article of the treaty of Allahabad, concluded by 
Lord Clive, in the possession of his country. 

In the year 1770, the death of t~e Rajah of 
Benares obliged the Presidency of Bengal to 

. interfere in the interest of his son, Cheyt Sing, 
in order to secure his accession to the govern­
ment of his father's territories. 

In the year 1773, Mr. Hastings thought it ne­
cessary to visit the Court of Sujah Dowla, on 
which occasion a new instrument was signed by 
that Prince, confirming the rights of the Rajah of 
Benares. Upon the death of the Nabob Vizier 
in 177 5, and the accession of his son and suc­
cessor, Assoff-ud-Dowla, new arrangements took 
place between that Prince and the Company. 
Among others, the sovereignty of Benares was 
entirely given over .to the Company; the Rajah 
of Benares then standing exactly in the same 
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_degree of vassalage to that body as he had be~ 
fore stood towards the Nabob ofOude. A letter 
from Mr. HaEtings, when newly appointed Go­
vernor General, authorised the Resident at the 
Court of Benares to assu~e the Rajah that no 
further tribute than that which had been for­
merly ·paid should be exacted from him by the 
British Government ; and at the same time the 
Rajah. was recommended to raise and support a 
body of two thousand horse. 

Upon the intelligence of the war with France 
reaching India, it was determined by the Gover-

-nor General and Council, in the mont~ of July, 
1778, that the Rajah Cheyt Sing should be 
required to contribute an extraordinary subsidy 
of five lacs of rupees during the current year; 
these demands, though met . with a bad grace, 
were repeated annually. The Rajah, by Mr. 
Hastings's statement of the transaction, baffled 
the de.mand to keep up the two thousand cavalry 
by delay and evasion. The Governor General . 
further states, that various accounts had been 
repeatedly transmitted to Calcutta, from dif­
ferent parts of the country, of the frequent and 
strong marks of disaffection which were shewn 
by the "Rajah towards the British Government. 

Such was the situation of the Rajah, and state Visit of Mr. 
Hastings to Be-

of affairs in the country of Benares, when the nares, 1761. 

Governor General left Calcutta on his progress 
to that city in July, 1781. 
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Upon the Governor General's arrival at Buxar, 
on the borders of Benares, he was met by the 
Rajah, who, in the first interview with Mr. 
Hastings, expressed much concern at having in­
curred his displeasure, and great suspicions of 
an individual named Oussain Sing, who had for- -
merly been Dewan of Benares, and· who now 
accompanied the Governor General as a member 
of his suite. The Rajah concluded his profes­
sions of contrition by throwing his turban in 
Mr. Hastings' lap, an action expressive of a 
complete abandonment of his power, and re­
sources, to the British Governor. 

The Rajah stated in ·his manifesto, (afterwards 
published) that the payment of no less a sum 
than a crore of rupees, amounting to nearly 
1,200,0001. sterling, was demanded of him at 
this interview; and that to this demand was 
added, that of the surrender of a fortress where 
his family resided. On the day of their arrival 
at Benares, the Governor General forbade the 
Rajah's waiting on him, as he had intended to 
do, and subsequently sent Mr. Markham, the 
Resident at Benares, to him, with a paper 
drawn up by himself, containing several charges 
against the Rajah, to which Mr. Hastings re­
quired an immediate answer. This was sent, 
exculpatory of the various accusations of want 
of punctuality in the payment of his subsidies, 
and apologizing for his omitting to furnish 
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the body of cavalry he had been req'uired to . 
rmse. 

Mr. Hastings determined, notwithstanding 
this reply, to place the person of the Rajah 
under arrest, by way of punishing him for the 
negl~ct of the instructions he had received from 
the British Government. 'Mr. Markham, the 
resident, was directed to proceed with his own Rajah Che t 

,. y 
customary guard to the palace, where the Rajah .:~mg arresttd. 

then resided, on the banks of the Ganges, about 
two miles from the city of Bemires, and to secure 
his person. 

The Rajah resigned himself with the greatest 
submission to· the arrest, assuring the Resident, 
that whatever the Governor General's orders 
might be, he would implicitly obey them. Mr. 
Markham took his leave, the Rajah being left 
in custody of Lieutenant Stalker; soon after 
which, large bodies of armed men were seen 
crossing the river, who, proceeding immediately 
to the palace, where the Rajah was in custody, 
cut to pieces the party. of Sepoys forming the Resc':e o{ 

h. L' S lk d Cheyt Smg. guard over 1m. 1eutenant . ~a er, an two 
other officers lost their lives~ ·with 82 Sepoys, 
and 92 were desperately wounded. The Rajah, 
meanwhile, was carried off by his attendants, 
and conveyed to a boat, in which his passage 
over the river was effected. Lieutenant Birrel, · 
with a fresh company of Sepoys, lost 30 men, 
killed and wounded, in clearing the palace of 
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the remainder of the armed natives. It was for­
tunate for the Governor General, that the armed 
multitude who had rescued Cheyt Sing, and who 
were estimated at not less than 2000 men, did, 
not attack the villa where he was then residing, 
protected by a guard of 60 Sepoys. Their not 
doing so indicates that the rescue of the Rajah 
was the mere ac~ of the moment, without any 
previous concert, and without their being under 
the guidance of any enterprising leader. 

The Rajah, thus liberated, ·seems to have 
wanted resolution to determine upon the course 
he should pursue. In such a state of uncer­
tainty and trepidation, it was natural to a weak 
mind to place all hope of safety in distance from 
the scene of danger. He accordingly fled, in 
the middle of the same night, to Lutteefpoore, 
one of his strongest fortresses. 

Neither the late catastrophe, nor the imminent 
danger to which he was personally exposed, pro­
duced the smallest effect upon the firmness of the 
Governor General. He proceeded immediately 
to administer .the affairs, and to dispose of the 
government of the country,. as if nothing un,.. 
toward had happened, and that neither resistance 
nor danger were yet to be apprehended. 

On the following day he appointed Oussain 
Sing to the administration of the revenues, and 
government of the .country, until it should be 
determined to whom the Zemindary might 
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legally belong. This act was immediately pub· 
lished, by proclamation, through the ci~y of 
Benares ; and messengers were despatched with 
no less expedition to convey circular notices of 
the event to all the landholders throughout the 
country. At the same time he sent orders to 
Dinapore for a regiment of Sepoys to proceed 

· from thence to Benares. 
The ancient palace of Ramnagur was on the 

opposite side of the Ganges from that in which 
the Rajah had been in

1 
custody. This building, 

capable of· some defence, was oc~upied shortly 
after the rescue of the Rajah, by one of his 
adherents, with an armed force. The hostile 
aspect of this step determined Mr. Hastings to 
order this place ·to be reduced forthwith. The 
rashness of Captain Mayaffre, who attacked Defeat at 

· h h d h f h h Ramnagur. the post w1t t e etac ment o troops e ad 
brought from Mirz~pore, without effecting a 
junction with the other forces,_ occasioned a se-
cond sanguinary reverse to the British arms, 
which was fatal to Captain Mayaffre himself. 
The whole loss of the British in this unfortunate 
attack, was 107 killed, and 72 wounded. The 
consequence of this defeat was, that war with 
Cheyt Sing was in effect declared ; and the re- Mr. Hasting$ 

treat of the Governor General from the neigh- flies to Chunar. 

bourhood of Benares, to the fortress of Chunar, 
became necessary for his personal safety. 

While tl,le Governor General hatl already 
G 
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enough 6Ii his hands to occupy all his attention;· 
he found himself involved· in a new embarrass­
ment. This was the approach of the Nabob 
Vizier, who having originally intended, as a 

• mark of respect, if not of homage, to meet him 
at Benares, had left his capital of Oude for that 
purpose. 

His arrival at this time was ·extremely p~r­
plexing. He was to be received, and treated as 
a friend, at the same time that there were strong 
reasons for supposing him to be in alliance with 
Cheyt Sing. For no sooner had the disturbances 

, manifested themselves in Benares~ than the con­
tagion spread itself through all the · coun­
tries under his government.. And it was parti­
cularly observable· that it raged in none more 
than in those which were under the influence 
of the princesses, his mother and grandmother, 
who were distinguished under the appellation 
of the Begums of Ou,de. , 

These princesses openly ~ncouraged the cause 
of Cheyt Sing, and not only publicly invited 
men to enter his service, hut suffered their own 
immediate servants to join in attacking the Eng_ 

· lish troops. Their example and influence corre­
sponding with the disposition of the people, pro_ 
duced such instantaneous effects, that not only 
the city of Fyzabad, where they resided, and the 
adjoining country, but those extensive territories 
which. ext~nded to the feet ofthe.northern moun-
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hostility to the Company. Lieutenant Colone_l 
Hannay, with two battalions of regula~ Sepoys, 
which he commanded in the Nabob's service, 
had the charge of Fyzabad, and the cou1,1tries in 
tpat quarter. · 

These troops were repeatedly attacked, sur­
rounded, and many of t,h~m cut to pieces, their 
c"ommander narrowly escaping the same fate. 
_ The Governor General receive~ repeated in­
timations cautioning him t'o guard against pri­
vate treachery ; and he was particularly warned, 
not to allow the Nabob's visit, without hav­
ing round him so strong a guard, as to ensure 
the security of his person. He therefore en­
deavoured,' by letter, to dissuade the Nabob 
from the farther prosecution of his journey, re­
questing that he would return to Lucknow, and 
there wait his own arrival, for the ceremony 
of an interview, which would, take plac~ as 
soon as the present disturbances would afford 
leisure for that purpose. The Nabob, however, 
who was sincere in his expression of good will 
to the Governor General, disregarded his request 
to defer his visit. 

In the meantime the commotion in Benares 
operated as a signal to all the adjoining coun­
tries, and the flame seemed spreading on every 
side: Independent of the dominions of Oude, a 
gre~t. part of the ·Company's own provi~ce of 
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Behar was convulsed in a great degree.. Many 
of the landholders there not only shewed the 
strongest symptoms of disaffection, but things 
were carried to such an extre]lle, that levies of 
men were openly made there for the rebellious 
Rajah. 

About this time Cheyt Sing published a ma­
nifesto, addressed ~o the Rajahs and native 
Princes of India. In this. manifesto he recapitu._ 
lates the causes which led to ·his present situa­
tion, and calls upon his fellow Princes to join in 
chasing away those rapacious strangers, who 
were the authors of such numberless calamities 
to their common country. 

The fortress of Chunar, which now afforded 
a sec~re asylum to the Governor General, is 
situated on the southern shore of the river 
Ganges. At this point different bodies of the 
Company's troops received orders to concentrate 
themselves, and Major Popham, the British com­
mander, soon found himself at the head of are-. 
spectable force. 

It was at first intended to attack the post of 
Ramnagur near .Benares, the scene of the last 
reverse of the English, but the military opera­
tions were eventually directed against the town 
of Pateetah, where the forces of the Rajah were 

Storm of assembling. That place was taken by storm on 
?ateetah, h h . f S b b M · R b 
lept. 20, t7B1. t e 20t o eptem er y a.JOr o erts ; and 

a division of the enemy being the same day de~ 
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feated by the force under Major Crabbe at Lora, 
the ·fugitives from -both scenes of action arrived 
at Lutteefpoore, the Rajah's head-quarters, at 

. the same moment, and occasioned 'so great an 
alarm, that the Rajah "thought of nothing. but 
escape, and fled , towards Bidjeygur, the only 
place of refuge now left to him. 

The .many thousands of the volunteers who 
had flo~ked to join the army of the Rajah, now 
returned as. fast as possible to their respective 
homes. l_tm:~magur, and the fort of Sutteessgur 
·were both abandoned the same evening,· and a 
full submission to the Company was every where 
established. 

The Nabob Vizier returned to his own coun­
try, while the Governor General repaired first to 
Ramnagur, and afterwards to the city ofBenares, 
which now bore its usual appearance of tran­
quillity. 

The Rajah Cheyt Sing was deposed by autho­
rity of the Governor General, and a treaty was 
made with the successor, a grandson of the late 
Rajah, by which an accession to the revenue of 
the Company of 200,000[. a year was secured. 
The spoil taken by the army, was seized, and 
divided among the troops. 

The fortress of Bidjeygur, to which the Rajah . ~apture of 
• BidJeygur, 

had retreated as a last pomt of refuge, was now Nov. 10, t7Bt. 

reduced by the force under Major Popham. The 
Rajah effected his escape, leaving about 300,000l. 
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of treasure behind him. · Thus terminated the 
war ~f Benares. 

The spoil-of the Rajah of Benares having faileg. 
to afford the expected supply, needful for reple­
nishing the treasp.ry of Calcutta, :)VIr. Hastings 
made an agree~e~t with th~ Nabob Yi~ier, 

which relieved the latter from the e~pense of a 
subsidiary force, which he had been heretofore 
bound t_o maintain, on .con~itiop. of his imme­
diately paying a large sum of woney. The 
full understanding waB, that thi3 ~lwuld be drawn 
from the coffeJ:s of the Begums, two aged ladies 
above mentioned,,the reigning ~abob's mother 
and grandmother, to whom his father, Sujab. 
Dowla, had left the greater part of ,his accumu­
lated wealth. After long delays, and evasions, a 
promise was extracted ·from thern to pay a sum 
equal to half a million sterlin.g; which however, 
when paid, did not amount to the sum e~pected.' 

Mr. Hastings soon after returned t(} Calcutta, 
and in Feb. 1785, embarked for England, after 
an administration of thirteen years. During t~at 

·period the revenue had been somewhat increased, 
but the debt had been augmented in a greater pro­
portion. This, however, had resulted from the 
_wars in which the Company had been engaged, 
particularly that with Hyde~,. to which the Gover­
nor General could scarcely "be considered a party. 

On arriving in England, Mr. Hastings _found 
a most violent clamour against him. Mr. Fran-
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cis, who, in India, ha.d been his constant and 
unyielding opponent, had reached Britain before 
him, and communicated the most unfavourable 
impressions respecting him. The cause was 
embraced with enthusiastic zeal by Burke, per­
haps the greatest .orator of that day. He com-· 
menced a series of motion~, im.peaching the con­
duct of Hastings, and was powerfully se~onded 
by Sheridan ; while Pitt, who at first success­
full~ turned them aside, at length gave them his 
entire concurrence. The House of· Commons 
then determined to present to the Lords a bill of 
i~peachment against the late Governor General 
of India; a measure which excited the deepest 
interest throughout the nation. This celebrated 
tria]: commenced on the 13th of February, 1788, Trial o~ War-

b fi · d' h' h . l ren Hastmgs e Ore a numerOUS au Itory, W IC InC uded a commenced, 

f h R 1 F. .1 B k d Feb.t3,1788 . . great part o t e oya ami y. ur e opene 
the charge by a ~peech that lasted four days, in 
which he represented the conduct "of Mr. :ijast­
ings as a compound of ·treachery and 'cruelty, 
disgraceful to the British name, and almost with­
out a parallel !n the annals of history. The 
numerous charges, however, upon which the 
impeachment was founded, the complexity of 
the evidence, and the r~mote quarter whence 
witnesses were to be brought, protracted the trial 
to an extraordinary length. 

Seven years rolled on, during which the public 
mind underwent a rem·arkable change. The 
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warmth of f~eling against the real, or supposed 
enormities of the accused gradually ·subsided, 

·and no small degree of pity was felt for an indi­
vidual so eminent, who with nothing yet pr<;>ved 
against him, had been doomed not only to endure 
a heavy load of reproach, but to pa8s through so 
long a period of impeachment. If he had not 
been cleared of blame, it was evident that the 
magnitude of his offences had been considerably 
exaggerated. In short, the interest taken in the 

TrialofWar- transaction languished· and when the decision 
ren Hastings ' 
conc~uded, took place, on the 17th of April, 1795, the sen-
April17,1795. G . , 

· tence of "Not mlty, upon the first charge, 
was carried in a very thin house, by a majority 
of 24 to 6 ; and upon all the others by majorities 
not materially different. ·• 

The Company after having projected some­
thing still more liberal, granted him a pension 
of 4000l. a year for twenty-eight years and a 
half, and a loan without interest, for eighteen 
years, of 50,000l. to defray the -expenses of the 
trial. 

The attention of the reader is now called to 
the progress of events in the Peninsula, where 
the Madras forces were contending not only with 
the usurper of Mysore, Hyder Ali, but with the 
French power in the south. 

The treaty has been already recorded which 
was concluded at Madras, in April, 1769, between, 
Hyder Ali, then within eight miles of Fort St. 
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·George, and the Madras Government. Hyder 
had then solicited an alliance offensive and 
defensive; the English granted only the last, 
which, however, was found to involve them in 
all the responsibility, that, by refusing the first, 
they had sought to escape. 

Hyder having terminated his contest with the 
British with advantage, was now in turn forced 
to defend himself against the Mahrattahs who 
entered his dominions in great force. Hyder 
determined on making a stand, and intrenched 
his army in a_ very strong position, covered by a 
range of mountains. The Mahrattah General 
commanded this position so effectually, that 
Hyder Ali determined on falling back upon hi$ 
capital. He accordingly began his march early 
in the night, hoping before morning to be beyond 
rea~h of his enemy, but the Mahrattah horse 
pursued him closely. Hyder had contracted 
habits of evening inebriety, which rendered him 
often unfit for command. Having, when in­
ebriated, met his son Tippoo, he assailed him with 
reproaches, and seizing a thick cane struck his 
son· with it. The young prince went to the head 
of his division, dashed his turban to the ground, 
and exclaimed, My father may fight his own 
battle, for I swear by Alia and his prophet, that 
I draw 'no sword to day.· The army fell back in 
confusion upon Seringapatam, which city was 
vainly besieged by the Ma.hrattahs; Hyder con'-
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"Stantly annoyed them, and cutting off their 
resources by attacks on their· rear, finally com· 
pelled them, after a .warfare of a year and a half, 
to accept of his terms, namely, the cession on. 
his part of some of his northern dominions, and 
the immediate payment of fifteen lacs of rupees, 
and fifteen hereafter. The English, during this 
war, did not fulfil their engagement to aid the 
M ysorean Chief in the defence of his dominions. 
When the war, consequent upon the contest 
between Great Britain and America, br~ke out 
with France, the French Authorities in India 
immediately opened a communication with 
Hyder, which was so successful as to determine 
him to that course of hostility to the English, 
which event~ally ended in the downfall of his 
house and empire, by the capt~re of Seringa­
patam, in 1799. Thus did the separation of 
Great Britain, from her American Colonies, vir­
tually lead to the extension of her East Indian 
possesswns. 

As soon as hostilities commenced with France, 
the English Government formed a comprehensive 
plan for the reduction of all the French posses­
sions in India. Pondicherry soon fell. . When, 
however, Hyder Ali was informed of their pro­
jective attack upon Mahe, on the Malabar coast, 
he decidedly objected to it, m:ging that the terri· 
tory around it having ,been conquered by him, 
was now included in his d·ominions. The British, 
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however, sent an expedition which very soon re~ 
duced the place, and Hyder's resentment at this 
step was probably the c~use of th~ rooted enmity 
which he ever after displayed against England. 

Early in June, 1780, Hyder Ali quitted Se­
ringapatam, and took the command of as fine 
an army as had ever taken the field in Southern 
India. It consisted in a~l of 83,000 men, be­
sides 2000 rocket men, 5000 pioneers, and 400 
Europeans. In the middle of July he marched 
through the pass of Changama, and began an 
unresisted career in the Carnatic, which he co­
vered with the most dreadful devastation. 

As soon as the first alarm of the Madras Go­
vernment had subsided, they began to consider 
the means of resistance. Their first object was . 
to secure different strong places now held by the 
troops of the Nabob, their next to unite into one 
strong army the different det~chments spread 
over the country ; the most numerous and best 
equipped being under Colone~ Baillie, who had 
advanced considerably into the interior with a 
view to offensive operations. This unfortunate 

d h. d h h CaptureofCol. movement expose 1s etac ment ·to t e enter- Baillie's de-

prise of the Mysorean Chief, who succeeded in tachment,
1780 

cutting it off, and capturing 200 Europeans, who 
~ere confined in the fortress of Seringapatam. 

The int~lligence of this signal disaster being 
conveyed to Calcutta, Mr. Hastings immediately 
~ook the most active steps to repair it. . Sir Eyre' 



92 

Coote, a veteran officer of the highest military 
reputation was ~ent to take the command of the 
Madras army. The governor of Madras was­
suspended from his functions, and the funds for 
the prosecution of the war placed at the disposal 
of the new Commander-in-Chief. Sir Eyre 
Coote took the field at the head of 7000 men, 
and after being much harassed by the enemy's 
cavalry, he defeated his antagonist near Cudda­
lore, Hyder saving his own person by flight. A 
series of encounters followed, in ·which both 
parties claimed the advantage. 

War with Hoi- Hostilities having commenced between the 
·land, 

1781
• English and Dutch, Lord Macartney, the new 

governor of Madras, formed the project of the re­
duction of N egapatam. It was successful, and 
all the remaining Dutch settlements on the coast 
fell with it, whjle the important naval station of 
Trincomallee, in the island of Ceylon, was like­
wise wrested from them. Meanwhile Colonel 
Braithwaite's detachment of 2000 men was en­
closed by an army of ten times his number, and 
were after an obstinate conflict obliged to sur­
render. 

Notwithstanding this triumph, Hyder felt deep 
anxiety as to his future prospects. He learned 
that through the indefatigable exertions made 
by Mr. Hastings in Bengal, the Mahrattah Go-

.. vernment had withdrawn from his alliance. At 
the same time a detachment of his troops which 
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had been -sent to beseige Tellicherry on the Ma· 
lahar coast, were beaten, and compelled to sur· 
render to a force from Bombay. Hyder was so 
much depressed by these unfavourable circum­
stances, that he had even formed the design of · 
evacuating the Carnatic, when tidings reached 
him of a strong body of French troops having 
-arrived on the coast. This was no unfounded· 
report, and accordingly on the ·lOth of March, 
they were landed to the amount of 3000. Cud­
dalore was now retaken. 

After the repulse of the enemy from Tellicher- . 
ry, Colonel Humberstone landed on the Malabar 
coast, with an additional force from Bombay, 
which rendered the British masters of the field 
in that quarter. 

Hyder Ali's health had for some time been on H Ddeath\
1
?f 

y er 1 1, 

the decline. He expired on the 7th of December, December7', 
. . • 1782. 

1782, at an age not precisely ascertained, but 
believed to have exceeded eighty. Without the 
first elements of education, unable to read, or 
write, he made his way to the throne of a mighty 
kingdom, the affairs of which he administered 
with b~illiant talent, and profound political sa­
gacity. The instant that Hyder expired, his 
faithful ministers despatched notice to his eldest 
son, which reached him in four days. 

· Tippoo was received and recognized by the ~ccession of 
' T1ppoo. 

army as their commander, and the lawful sove· 
reign of Mysore. He had now at his disposal 
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88,000 troops, and a treasure amounting to three 
thousand millions sterling besides jewels, and 
other precious effects. 

Naval battles During the war with Hyder Ali those naval 
lJetween ' 

~u1;.:~:. and conflicts took place between Admirals Sir Ed ward. 
Hughes, and Suffrein, which form so striking a 
feature in the annals of maritime warfare ; they 
terminated i~ the battle fought off Cuddalore, on _ 

· the 20th of June, 1782, which was followed by 
the announcement of the cessation of hostilities 
between Great Britain'and France. 

t 
· PencEe be

1
• d Near the western coast, meanwhile, General ween ng an • 

~~~:.ranee, Matthews made himself master of the city of 
Bednore, and Tippoo was himself engaged in 
the siege of Mangalore, when the news of the 
peace between England and France arrived. , 
The French officers having withdrawn their 
forces from him, Tippoo agreed to an armistice 
which was to extend over the whole coast of 
Malabar . 

. Peace with At length a treaty was concluded between 
Tippoo, 

1782
' T' d h E l' h G .c d. d 1ppo6 an t e ng IS overm~ent, 10un ·e 
upon the basis that each par~y should retain its 
former possessions, and that prisoners on either 
side should be released. 

Arrival of The Marqui$ Cornwallis arrived in India in 
l\1ar<Jl~is Co~- 1786 as Governor General and .his intentions 
wallis m India, ' ' 
1786. seem to have been to effect a complete reform in 

the system of Indian policy. To avoid by every· 
· ·possible means war with th_e native powers, was 
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one of his lead~ng instructions. He began ·by 
proclaiming, in a manner that has been censured 
as too full, and undisguised, his determination to 
engage in no l~ostilities not strictly defensive. 
Yet his views very early unde~went a change, 
and he began to conceive it highly expedient to 

' engage in a protracted warfare, with the view 
of completely humbling the power of Mysore. 
The views of the Marquis were soon developed 
by a treaty formed with the Nizam. Hatred and 
fear ~f Tippoo liad, at this time, overcome all 
. other considerations with that Prince, who 
agreed to assist the British arms in any future 
rupture with the Sultan. The Mahrattah go'" 
vernment likewise agreed to join the confede­
ration against Tippoo, wh~se recent attack oii 
the Travancore kingdom afforded an opportunity 
for the declaration of war. 

Tippoo seems not to hilVe been prepared for Warwith 
• • • Tippoo, 1790. 

the prompt hostilities of the Enghsh. In June, 
1790, they commenced the campaign on the 
boldest system of offensive warfare;. their aim 
being nothing less than to ascend the Ghauts 
from the south, and ad vance upon Seringapa-
tam. This plan of campaign was unsuccessful ; 
and Tippoo, after menacing Trinchinopoly, 
swept the Carnatic with his cavalry, with nearly 
as little opp()sition as his father had experienced. 
On approaching Pondi.cherry he endeavoured to 
open a negotiation with the French, but without 
success. 
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hi~:> original design of directing the course of the 
war in person; and having arrived at Madras, 
on the 29th of January, 1791, he took the com­
mand of the army, resolving to penetrate the 
interior of M ysore by the northern route, through 
which he could establish a line of operation with 
Madras. The first place of consequence laid 

B I 
siege to by the English army, was Bangalore; 

anga ore 
carried by the army appeared before that city on the 5th 
storm, March, 
~Jst, 1791. March, 1791, and. on the night of the 21st it 

was carried by storm. _ 
Lord CornwaJlis now advanced upon Seringa­

patam, before which capital the Sultan had 
drawn up his army on the banks of the river 

« 
Cavery, determined to· hazard a general battle, 
rather than that Seringapatamshould be invested. 
The Governor General by a night movement, 
placed himself on the enemy's left flank, but 
Tippoo with great promptitude had anticipated 
the object of his opponent by occupying a suc­
cession of hills in front of his position, from the 
possession of which he derived a greatadvantage. 

BattleofSe- A battle ensued of long continuance, and main-
rinPapatam t · d 'th t b t' · 0 • Maf 15, 1791 • ame WI grea o s macy. n commg to 

close combat, the English: by successive charges, 
carried one point after another, till the whole of 
the army of the Sultan was obliged to seek 
shelter under the fortifications of Seringapatam . 

. Though Madras was the centre o'f the English 
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operations, yet the war had extended to the 
coast of Malabar, where Colonel Hartley held 
the command with a force numerically small, 
but aided by the zealous co-operation of the 
natives who had been thoroughly alienated by 
the violence of Tippoo. This enmity towards 
the Sultan, rendered it impossible for his troops 
to carry on the desultory warfare in which they 
excelled ; they were therefore obliged to fight a 
regular battle, and were completely defeated. 

· Soon after, in December 1790, General Aber-
crombie landed with a large force, reduced General 

Canan or and easily made himself master of Abercrombie 
' lands on the 

every place held by the enemy in Malabar. He Malabar Coast, 
Dec. 1790. 

was in full march to join Lord' Cornwallis, when 
he received orders from his Lordship to retreat. 

Cornwallis was now retiring upon Bangalore, 
for want of provisions, when he was joined by the 
Mahrattah Chiefs, Purseram Bhow, and Hurry 
Punt, who after a tedious siege of six months, 
had reduced the strong fortress of Darwar, 
which had been carefully garrisoned by Tippoo. 

Had Lord Cornwallis been aware that this 
force of cavalry was coming to his aid, he would 
probably have exerted himself to maintain his 
ground before Seringapatam, but the activity of. 
Tippoo's light troops completely intercepted the 
.intelligence. As soon as these auxiliaries arrived, 
the scarcity before existing in the cantonments of 
the English. ceased: Every article abounded in 

H 
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that predatory hos~; it exhibited the spoils of 
the East, and the industry of the West, from. a 
web of .English broad cloth, to a Birming~am 
pen-knife. 

Although the army was thus relieved from 
the immediate pressure of ,distress, Lord Corn­
wallis did not conceive it possible to advance 
again upon Seringapatam, till the arrival of a 
more favourable season, and till a fresh battering 
train, and other extensive supplies should be 
forwarded from Madras. In the mean time the 
troops were employed in the reduction of some 
of the Droogs, or precipitous rocks which rise 
as natural fortresses, in this, as well as in other 
of the elevated plains of India. 

Cornwallis began his second campaign in 
February, 1792, ordering the army of General 
Abercrombie, consisting of8,400 men, to advance 
upon Seringapatam. His own force amounted 
to 22,000, and by proceeding· in- three lines, 
instead of one, with his ordnance, and heavy 
baggage in the centre, his infantry, and light 
troops upon the flanks, he avoided much of_the 
annoyance hitherto experienced from the attacks 
of an aCtive- enemy. 

On the 5th of February, 1792, the English 
army having reached a range of height11, dis­
covered tlie M ysorean capital, in front of which 
Tippoo with his whol~ force, consisting of be-

'tween 40,000 and 50,000 infantry, arld 5,00.!) 
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cavalry, appeared st1:ongly intrench~d. His en-
. campment wa~ e,~ceedingly strong, covered in 
front by a t.hi?k b~mboo hedge, and by a small 
river and ~ canal, :wJtile th~ actu?-1 position of 
his army was se~ured ~n front by a fortified hill, 
and a chain of re;doubts, and its rear by the 
works of the city, .and island, which at the same 
time afforded a secure retreat. His situation 
was such as in the ;opinion of many precluded 
every idea of.attack. Lord Cornwallis, howev~r, 
considered that while his movements w~re de­
layed, this intrencP.:tnent would be continualty 
stengthened by new works, and that his own 
situation, amidst a hostile country and allies so 
little to be trusted, would become always more 
difficult and precarious. He determined there­
fore to make an immediate, and general attack. 

The troops to be employed in this service . Attack of. 
'f1ppoo's posl• 

·were divided into three columns, under General tion before Se-
- - ringapatam, 

Medows, Colonels Stuart, and Maxwell; the February,t792. 

commander with the reserve following close 
behind. The whole under a bright moon, began 
to move at eight in the evening.' The force 
experienced, to a considerable extent, the casual-
ties, and d!;tngers of a nocturnal attack. The 
divisions of Colonels Stuart, and Maxwell were 
once on the point of charging each other with 
the bayonet. Lord Cornwallis having enteJ;~d 
the bovn_dary hedge, ?-nd searchi?g in v~in. for 
Gene~~~ ¥~dows,~ ~was attacked py a greatly 

• 
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superior force, against which he with difficulty 
maintained his ground. The British troops, 
however, when regularly brought to bear upon 
the enemy, carried all before them. Tippoo, 
during the early part of the engagement, occu­
p~ed a strong redoubt on the river, where he took 
his evening meal ; but on seeing the English 
divisions advance to the ford, he felt alarm as to 
his communication with the city, and hastened 
to cross jt before them. He had several of his ., 
attendants killed before he could reach a de-
tached work in an angle of the fort, where he 
took a fresh station. But morning soon dawned, . 
and discovered the British army fully established 
on the island before Seringapatam, and facing 
the fortress without any interposing barrier. 

The Sultan lost, it is said, no less than 23,000 
men, chiefly in consequence of the disper­
sion of multitudes in the confusion, who. 
returned to their homes. The loss of the Bri­
tish army amounted only to 500 in killed, and 
wounded. 

Tippoo, on discovering the extent of his dis­
aster, made the most vigorous efforts to retrieve 
it. By the advice of Poornea, his treasurer, he 
announced that two lacs of rupees would be dis­
tributed among the troops, as the most effectual 
mode of alluring back the fugitives. He urged 
his soldiers to recover, if possible, the positions 
in which the British were not fully establishedi 

• 
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and several of their attacks, being supported by 
the artillery of the fort, were very formidable, but 
they were all !Jnally baffied by the British force; . 

It was no longer possible for the Sultan to 
conceal from himself, that his crown and king­
dom were in the greatest peril, and indeed that 
a peace, dictated by, his enemies, could alone 
save them. The English force under Cornwal­
lis had singly defeated his army, and besieged 
his capital, and that force was now about to be 
joined by the corps under General Abercrombie, 
by another from the south, and by the Mahrat­
tahs. He accordingly determin~d to seek peace 
upon any conditions. Two English officers, 
Lieutenants Chalmers, and Nash, who had been 
taken at Coimbetoor, and made prisoners con-

, trary to the terms of capitulation, were still de­
tained at Seringapatam. They were sent for, 
and the first was asked if he were not au officer 
of rank, and a near relation of Lord Cornwallis. 
Notwithstanding. his reply in the ueg.ative, he 
was released, and desired to convey to that 
Commander the Sultan's earnest desire for 
peace, and the proposal to send an envoy to 
treat for it. His Lordship's answer, though it 
expressed deep dissatisfaction at the treatment 
of the prisoners, contained an acceptance of this 
overture. An officer of distinction, Gholaum 
Ali, arrived in the camp, and several days were 

· busily spent in negotiations7 to which the allie.s, 

• 
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though they had been' so entirely useless, were 
admitted on equal terms.· The following was. at 
length fixed as the ultimatum to be delivered to 
Tippoo. 

se~~;;Ja~tm, · The surrender of half his dominions, taken 
Febd792

• . from districts contiguous to the' territory of the 
'allies ; the pay:rhent of three 'crores and thirty 
·racs ofrupees, (about 4,000,000l. sterling); and 
-the delivery of his two sons as hostages. Hard 
:as these conditions were, they were powerfully 
enforced by events which had occurred in the 
.course of the negotiation. ·on the night of the 
18th of February, while the attention of the ene­
my was attracted to the south ·side of the fort by 
the operations of a flying corps, the trenches 
were _opened on the north side, with such. silence 
and caution, that though the fort was kept blaz­
ing with blue lights for the purpose of observa­
tion, morning had arrived before Tippoo disco­
vered that this attack, so fatal to him, had com­
menced. A nullah, or 'ravine had been converted 
into a wide, 'and extensive parallel, where the 
assailants were placed so fully under cover as·to 
render ineffectual any endeavour to interriipt 
their operations. This parallel was carried on 
and improved· till the 21st, when it was com­
pleted, and in the night the line was marked out 
for a seconu. T~is was finished on the 23d, and 
·the ground was fixed for the breaching batteries 
about 500 yards from the fort,. in so advantag~ous 
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a position, a:s to .leave no doubt of a practicable' 
breach being speedily effected. 

That night Tippoo sent off, signed and sealed, 
the conditions transmitted to him by Lord Corn­
wallis. Early in the morning, orders were sent 
to the English troops to cease from their labour 
in the trenches, and to forbear farther hostilities. 
The injunction was received with a deep feeling 
of disappointment. Their enthusiasm had been 
raised to the highest pitch ; they had cherished 
the hope of scaling the walls of Seringapatam, 
and rescuing their c.ountrymen immured in its 
dungeons. The Commander-in-chief, however, 
issued very judicious general. orders, in which he 
exhorted them to display moderation in their 
present success, and to avoid any insult to their 
humbled adversary. 

An interesting scene occurred in the fulfilmen_t 
of that article ·of the treaty which related to the 
deJ.ivery of the two sons of Tippoo as hostages. 

In consequence of the deep distress which was 
understood to prevail in the palace, a day's delay 
was granted. Tents having been sent from the 
fort and erected for their accommodation, the 
General offered to wait on them, but Tippoo 
.wrote that it was his particular wish that they 
should be brought to his Lordship's tent, and 
delivered into his own hands. 

They accordingly left the fort in the forenoon 
.of ~he 28th, _the walls being crowded with spec-
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tators, among whom was the Sultan himself. 
They rode upon elephants richly caparisoned, 
dressed in white muslin robes, having round 
their necks several rows of large pearls, ,inter­
mixed with valuable jewels. The :J\IJarquis re­
ceived them at the door, and taking their hands 
in his, led tliem into his tent. The chief vakeel 
then said, '' These children were this morning 
the sons of the Sultan my master; their situa­
tion is now changed, and they must look up to 
your Lordship as a father." Their reception 
was in fact truly paternal: they were soon re­
lieved from all apprehension; and though only 
eight and ten years of age, yet having been 
trained with infinite care- in every thing at least 
relating to personal behaviour, they astonished _ 
all present by the dignity and ease of their de­
portment, and by that union of politeness and 
reserve which characterises oriental courts. 

After the hostages had been delivered, and a . 
crore of rupees paid, a serious difficulty arose . 
. The treaty stipulated the surrender of one half 
of Tippoo's dominions, where they bordered on 
those of the allies ; but there was no specification 
of the actual territories to be ceded ; a point so 
essential, that it ought to have preceded the exe­
cution of any of the articles. The ceded districts 
were to be rated according to the revenues -which 
they yielded. Tippoo presented statements by · 
which the produce of those contiguous to .the 
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possessions of the allies were grossly exaggerated, 
and the others underrated; while the Nizam and 
Purseram Bhow, the Mahrattah chief, were not 
slow to err on the· opposite side, and hence the 
·discrepancy became enormous. Meantime re-
ports were spread of suspicious conduct on the 
part of Tippoo, and in particular that, contrary 
to treaty, he was actively strengthening the for­
tifications ofSeringapatam. When r.emonstrated 
with on this subject, he replied that, if they 
thought proper, he would throw down a bastion, . 
and let the English see into the fort ; an answer 
so wild, and extravagant, that it tended little to 
dispel apprehension. 

At length, Tippoo's vakeels ·produced docu­
ments which were judged to be authentic, and 
wlience it appeared that the entire revenue 
of their master's dominions did not exceed 
2,960,000l. Each of the allies then picked out· 
what best suited him : the Mahrattahs extended 
their frontier to the Toombudra; the Nizam car­
ried his beyond the Pennar. 

The English took their share in detached por­
tions : on the east the frontier territory of Bara­
mahl ; in the south, Dindigul ; on the west a 
great extent of the disputed coast of Malabar, 
including Tellicherry, and Calicut. No objec­
tion was made, till it was observed that this last 
section included Coorg,-long the subject of 
much deadly contest. On seeing this condition 

• 
• 
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.the Sultan burst into a paroxysm. of ·rage.­
" To which of their territories," said he, " is 
Coorg adjacent? Why do· they not ask me at 
,once for Seringapatam? rhey know that I woul~ 
sooner have died in the .breach than have made 
such cession, and dare n"ot have brought it for­
ward had they not treacherouply obtained my 
children, and my treasure." 
. Upon this refusal, all was again in movement. 

':Che princes were separated from their native 
.attendants, and arrangement~ entered ·into for 
·despatching them into the .Carnatic, under an 
-English escort. In less· than two days, however, 
Tippoo again felt the necessity which pressed 
upon him, and sent notice that the demand was 
acceded to. A considerable delay still inter-

Conclusion of vened ; but on the 18th of March, 1792, the 
the treaty of d fi . . . d h 
Seringapatam, e mtiVe treaty was transmitte to ·t e young 
Mar. 18,1792. • h b h • h d • • h b d l" d prmces, t at y t eu an sIt mig t e e Iv.:ere .. 

At ten in the morning of .the 19th they waited 
on Lord Cornwallis, and the eldest presented tp 
him all the three copies of the t_reaty ; but as .the 
_vakeels of the ·two allied ch.iefs, who did not 
.choose to appear in person, soon after entered,· 
his Lordship returned their copies, which the 
boy. delivered in a manly, though evidently less 
.cordial manner ; and on h~aring something mut· 
tered by the Mahrattah envoy, asked what he 
.grumbled at? hastily adding, ·that they might 
.well be silent, as certainly their masters had no 
reason to be displeased. 
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the Company's share of the sum exacted from 
Tippoo, the extr.aordinary expenses of this· war 
would scarcely amount to two millions sterling. 
Every department had been conducted with the 
strictest .economy. Instead of the large grants that 
had been bestowed on individuals from the con­
quest of Bengal, the prize money in these cam­
paigns amounted qnly to 93,5841. which, after 
Cornwallis~ and Medows, had given up their 
shares, and~ the Company had added a large 
quantity, only allowed to a Colonel 116ll. 12s; 
and to a private soldier l4l. lis. 9d. 
· The losses sustained by the Sultan during the 
period of hostility are estimated, by the same 
author, at 49,340 men, 67 forts, and 801 guns. 
This celebrated treaty has been the subject of 
much controversy; nor do the views which in­
fluenced Lord Corwallis seem ever to have been 
fully understood. It appears to have effected 
-eit!Ier too little, or too much. The cessions ex­
torted were such as to preclude all hope of future 
"friendship ; for they inevitably created in the 
mind of a proud, ambitious, and restless Prince, 
a feeling of qeadly enmity, as well as an inces­
sant desire to retr~eve his lost greatness, while 
~they left him a degree of power which might 
·easily :become formidable in the hands of such 
an enemy. 

Ha\'ing thus given a rapid sketch <_:>(the war 
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~~for~sin the in ·Mysore during· the administration of Marrtuis 
i:1v1l atfaus of the '1 

Company ef- Cornwallis, it is time to turn our attention to the 
· fected by Lord 
Cornwallis. reforms in the civil affairs of the Company ef-

fected by that No}?leman. By the 29th Section 
of the Act of 1784, the Company were required 
to investigate the .truth of certain complaints 
which had prevailed, of oppressions inflicted on 
divers Rajahs, zemindars, polygars and other land­
owners in British India ; to redress such griev­
ances if they existed; and to establish upon 
principles of moderation and justice, according 
to the laws and constitution of India, perma­
nent rules for the future collection of the terri-

0 tori~l revenues. To the important objects com­
prised in this requisition, the attention both 'of 
the Court of Directors, and the Board of Con­
trol was earnestly directed; and in 1786 Mar­
quis Cornwallis accordingly ~ommenced hi~ 

labours for this purpose. 
The first alteration of i~portance, effected by 

him, was the re-union of the functions of civil , 
justice, and criminal polic.e with those of financial 
arrangement, in the person of the ~ollector,. by 
creating him both the magistrate and the judge 
of the provincial civil court, or Mofussil De­
wannee Adawlut. This measure was adopted in 
1787, and was in fact strictly conformable to the 
instructions of the Court of Directors, and Board 
of Control, who, in prescribing it, professed 
.themselves to be guided, rather by a reference 

• 
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,to the subsisting manners, and usages of the 
Indian people, than by abstract principles, de­
tived from countries very differently circum-· 
stanced. Meantime, the proper court of the 
collector, as Judge of Revenue Causes remained 
separate from the Dewannee Court, over which 
he now presided ; and while an appeal lay from 
his ·decisions in the latter court to the Sudder 
Dewannee Adawlut, the appeal from those in 
the former could only be made to the Commit­
tee, or as it is now called the Board of Revenue · 
at Calcutta. In the cities, however, of Moorshe~ 
debad, Vacca, and Patna, the judge and magis­
trate was not invested with a judicial capacity. 
The jurisdiction of these officers was circum­
scribed by the limits of the cities in which 
they respectively acted; and within a city there 
could "be no need of a collector. 

About the close of 1790~ the Government .of 
Lord Cornwallis prevailed on thtj Nabob of Ben­
gal to surrender into the hangs of the Company 
the superintendence of criminal justice through­
out the provinces. Theinveterate, and pernicious 
abuses prevalent in the native judicatories form 
an ample vindication of this measure ; on which, 
however, the British Government embarked with 
great reluctance, from their wish to spare, ifpos­
'sible, theonlyremainingprerogativeoftheNabob. 

. Ad l fi ll · CourtofNiza-The N1zamut aw ut was now na yremoved to mut Adawlut 

d • • d" • l f • l d d removed to Calcutt~, an 1t~ .JU 1c1a unctiOns were o ge <;alcutta, 1790. 
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in the Governor General and Council, assisted 
by native assessors. , 

·courtsofCir- Four Courts of Circuit were at the same time 
cuit instituted. • , d h J d , 

mstltute , t e u ges bemg civil servants of the 
Company, with nativ·e assistants, for the trial and 
punishment of offences not cognizable ~by the 
Magistrates; but under the obli~ationofreporting 
their sentences in capital cases~ for the confirma­
tion of the Nizamut Adawlut. . 

Meanwhire the system of civil justice under­
went no material alteration. But in 1793, Lord 
Cornwallis, deeming the mixture of the financial 
and judicial characters in the same persons in-

Judicial powers congruous annulled with the exception of 
of Collectors 1 ' • 

rescinded,t?9S qertain peculiar and very inconsiderable cases, 
all the judicial powers of every kind previously 
enjoyed by the collectors, and also the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Board of Revenue. • New 
courts for the different cities and districts were 
instituted, under the superintendance of indivi­
dual civil servants, being of highe~ official rank 

Civil servants than the collectors: who combined in themselves 
appointed to h f . f , .1 . d d , p 
districts as t e unctiOnS 0 CI VI Jll ge an magistrate. ro-
J udges and , , f l h - , ' 
Magistrates. vmc1al courts o appea were at t e ~arne time 

appointed, consisting of three judges each; and 
fr9m these courts, again, an appeal was granted 
in causes of a certain importance, to the Sudder 
Dewannee Adawlut at Calcutta. All these courts, 
original and appellate,. were prov_ided with sys­
tematic establishments of native officers, both 
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" Mussulman and Hindoo; and proVISIOn was 
made for the regular appointment · of native 
pleaders or advocates, by the Sudder Dewannee 
Adawlut. 

These· measures were connected with a radi­
cal ang memorable change in the financial. 
system: The amount of the territorial revenues, 
to be yielded by the three Provinces, was settled 

41
in perpetuity, on 'an average moderately takep., 
of the past collections. A default of payment 
was to be supplied by a .proportionate sale of 
land. The rights :of the landholder, and at the 
same time of the inferior. renter or ryot; wef'e 
defined with precision ; the landholder being 
'exempted from oppression on one hand, and re­
strained from it on the other ; for as he was· 
himself subject to no other means of control 

·than the terror of an attachment, and sale o'f his 
land,, so he .could recover his own dues from . 
the renter only by means of a legal pro~ess. 

Such wer~ tlie systems of domestic adminis­
tration of the judicial and revenue departments 
~ntroduced by Marquis Cornwallis. 

In the year 1793, an Act of Parliament was ss Geo. III. 
1!. l · h k ll d E I d' c. 47' passed, passed, 10r p acmg t e stoc ca e ast n 1a 

Annuities, under the management of the Gover-
nor and Company of the Bank of England, and , 
ingrafting the same on the three per cent. re-

. duced annuities, in redemption of a debt offour 
millions two hundred thousand pounds, owing 

&· 
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by the public to the East India Company, and 
for enabling the said Company to raise a sum of 
money by a further increase of their capital 
stock, to be applied in the discharge of certain 
debts of the said Company. 

ss Geo. III. In the same year, an Act was passed for con-
c. 

32
' passed. .tinuing in the East India Company, for ·afurther 

term of twenty years, the possession of the 
British territories in India, together with their0 

exclusive trade, under certain limitations, &c. 
This Act provides fm· the continuation of the 

Board of Control in all its parts, except that the 
person first named in the King's commission is 
to be President, and instead of the Commis­
sioners .being limited to six privy counsellors, 
the number is indefinite, resting in the King's 
pleasure; of which, however, the two principal 
Secretaries of State, and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, are to be three; and his Majesty 
may, if he pleases, add to the list two Commis­
sioners, not of the privy council. The King may 
give 5000/. per annum among such of the Com­
missioners as he pleases, which t9gethei' with 
the salary of the secretary, and officers, and other 
expenses of the Board, are to be paid by the 
East India Company. 

Oaths are prescribed for the Commissioners 
and their officers. 

Three Commissioners must· be present to form 
a board. 

0 
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The powers of the Board are in. substance the 
same as under former Acts of Parliament. (See 
Pitt's bill of 1784.) 
· The Directors are to appoint three of their 
members to compose a Committee of Secrecy, 
through whom, despatches relating to govern­
ment, war, peace, or treaties, may be sent to, 
and received from India. This Committee, and 
their clerks to be sworn to secrecy. 

Orders of the Court of Directors concerning ss Geo. m. 
h f I d

. c.32. . 
t e government, or revenues o n 1a, once ap-
proved by the Board, are not subject t.o revoca-
tion by the general court of proprietors. The 
forms of government over the Presidencies of 
Bengal, Fort St. George, and Bombay: are con-
tinued in all their essential parts. The Court of 
Directors is to appoint to these several govern-
ments; namely, the Governor General, the two 
other Governors, and the members of all tlie 
councils; and likewise the commander-in-chief 
of all the forces, and the provincial commanders-
in-chief. None of the latter are ex-officio to be 
of the council, but they are not disqualified from 
being so, if the Court of Directors shall appoint 
them; and when they are members of the coun-
cil, they shall take precedence of the civil mem-
bers of it. The civil members of council are to 
he appointed from the list of civil servants who 
have resided twelve years in India. Any va-
cancy of. governor-general, or governor, when no 

I 
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provisional successod.s on the spot, is to be filled 
by the senior of the civil counsellors, till a sue• 
cessor shall arrive ; and the vacant seat at the 
council thereby occasioned, shall be temporarily 
filled by one of the senior merchants. of the Pre­
sidency, until successors duly appointed shall 
arrive to take their seats. In all these cases the 
salaries are to follow the active members while 
in council. 
· Provision is made for supplying the place' of 
any member of council disabled from attending 
by illness. 

The ·Aet prescribes the order and method of 
conducting business at the Council Boards. 
Powers are given to the Governor General, or 
Governors, to act contrary to the opinions of the 
other members of council, taking upon them­
selves the sole responsibillty of their so doing. 
• Provision is made in mise of the absence of 

ss Geo. III. the Governor General ; and in case he should be 
c .. ~2 • in the field without any council, all the govern­

ments shall obey his orders, and he alone be 
responsible. 

AU the governments are by this Act laid 
undeT restrictions to prevent war, or extension 
of dominion in India, unless host~lities against 
the Company or their allies shall render war 
unavoidable. 

The Governor General, and other Governors, 
are vested with powers of apprehending persons 
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~uspected of illfcit ~orrespondehce with the ene~ 
mies of the Companyj or of Great Britain. 

To the adirig President of the several Co1incil 
Boards, is given a casting vote itt ail cases of 
equality of voices .. 

The Directors are to appoint so many writers 
and cadets only, as to stlpply vacancies accord­
ing to returns from abtoad. Their ages to be 
from 15, to 22, unless any cadet shaJi have been 
·one year in the King's service, and then his age 
is not to exceed 25 yeats. All shall have pro­
tnotioil by sehiotity of service only. Three 
years' service qtiallfies a civil serv'ant for a place' 
of 500l. per antmm; six yeats, for one of 1,500l.; 
nine years, 3,000l.; twelve years, 4,000l., of 
upwards. None to take two offices where the 
joint emoluments shall exceed this rule. Nearly 
the same regulations are made by this Act as 
have been already mentioned in Mr. Pitt's bill . 
f 17. 84 l • • . d" b 3~ Geo. 11!. o , te ative to rece1vmg presents, 1so e- c: 52• 

dience of orders·, and bargaining for offices. 
Set·vants of the Company ( undet the degree 

of a member ·of council, or commander-in-chief) 
after five years' absence, cannot return with their 
rank, nor serve again, unless detained by sick­
ness, or unles11 it he by leave of the General 
Court of ~roprietors. 

The Company's term is extended by this Act 
for tw~Iity ye'ars, fr·6m. March 1St, 1794, subject 
to be detcimined at, or after tha:t period, on 
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three years~ previous notice by Parliament, sig-· 
nified by the Speaker of the House of Commons. 

Six years elapsed without the violation of the 
treaty made with Tippoo, and all its conditions 
being fulfilled, the two young hostages were 
sent back to their father, in 1794. Tippoo saw 
no prospect of making war with advantage, and 

Sh si~ Johdn. Sir John Shore, who succeeded Marquis Corn-
ores a Inl· 

nistration. wallis as Governor General, followed a strictly 
pacific system. 

E~f~£a~~~~ In May, 1798, the Earl of Mornington, after­
ington, May, wards lVIarquis Wellesley, arrived in India as 
1798. 

Governor General. This nobleman, whose mili-· 
tary career was destined to eclipse that of Clive,' 
was sent with the most solemn injunctions to 
foUow a course directly opposite to that which, 
throughout his administration, he actually did 
pursue. He was instructed not to engage, if 

possible, in hostilities with any native power; 
and yet he waged war with every one of them, 
and finally subdued all India, from the Himma­
laya mountains to Cape Comorin. In fact, he 
was carried along by a current of circumstances 
which existed prior to any step t~ken by him in 
the admini~tration of that country. 

He had no sooner assumed the reins of.govern­
ment, than his attention was roused. by a !!lOSt 
remarkable proce~cli!lg on t4e part of the Sultan 
of M ysore. That Prince had been induced, by 
the commander of a French privateer, to .sen4 
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two ambassadors with him to the Isle of France:' 
to adjust the terms of an offensive and defensive 
treaty with the French authorities of that island.' 
The ambassadors succeeded in inducing the Go­
vernor of Mauritius to transmit a plan to the 
French executive Directory for the invasion ~f 
India, by a French army; to conquer the Eng­
lish, the Nizam, and the Mahrattahs, and to 
divide their territories with the Sultan ofMysore. 
Meanwhile the ambassadors succeeded in levying 
ninety-nine volunteers, with whom they landed 
at Mangalore, on the 26th April, 1798. The· 
embassy, with their French allies, were welcomed 
to the capital, where they founded a jacobin 
club, planted the tree of liberty surmounted· 
with the cap of equality, and on the public 
parade hailed the Sovereign as citizen Tippoo. 

These proceedings were fully communicated 
to the Governor General, who immediately trans-· 
mitted to the Court of Directors his decided 
opinion that they were equivalent to a public,· 
unqualified, and unambiguous declaration of 
war ; '' and that an immediate attack upon 
Tippoo Sultan appeared to be demanded by the 
soundest maxims both of justice, and policy." 
Immediate attention was now required on: the 
part of the Governor General to the strong corps: 
formed under French officers at the capital of 
Hydrabad. Captain Kirkpatrick, resident at~hat. 
court, was instructed to lay before thf· Nizam 
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t,he pl~n 9f a~ alli~nce, off~nsive and def~nsive, 
by which he was to be guaranteed against the 
attack of a.ll his enem.ies. In support of th~s 
pledge, four English ba~t,alions with a body of 
artillery, in additio:Q to the two ~lrea,dy sta~ione,d 
~'he:re, were to be sent to his ~api~al ; l;mt h~. W;;t~ 
informed that the corps unq~r Fre~<;h co:n1mand 
¥J,ust be imro.ediately diss9\yed, and. the officers. 
d~smissed. The m,oyew_ent 9f a l~rge body of 
troops to the frontier iptiJ:?ateq t)?at th()Se pr<;>po­
sitions were not mean~ to be op~~o:Q.al. The Niz~:tm. 
was involved in qoub~ and perplexity. ~e is. 
said to hav~ been disgusteq py the insolent con­
dqct of the French ofl,i(fe~s; and on the 1st of Sep­
tember, 1798, he signe,d tpe t~eaty propost1d to 
~im by ~h~ ~uglish, whiyh, was ratified at Cal­
cutta, on tQ,e 18th, qnd, Cf¥:J;ied into effect. with 
such expedition, that on the lpth of Octqber, 
the new subsidiary for~e, ~~:t;\ved at Hy~rabad. 

The Nizam :r;elaps~d into doub~ and irresolu­
tiol)., till Colonel Rob;ert~, the EI;J.gHsh ~ow.­

man,d,er, cu,tti:Q.g short an, lm.:t;t.~cessary di~cvssion, 
1-parched up to the FrE;lnqh q~,nt;~mme:tlts, and Q:t;l 

the 2~d of Octob~r formed a circle round them. 
Th.e trqqp~, at once drea~ing a conte.st with the­

EngHsh, an:4 d,iscC!nt_e1;1te.d on . account qf ~heir 
~rrears of pay, rose in mutiny agai'nst their 
officers ; wh.en, on being assured of the moiley 
qu,e to them, and of fut-q:J;e s~rvice under othe11 
leaders, they laid down their_ arll).s. 
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Thus, in a few hours, without a blow being· 
· struck, a corps of fourteen thousand men was 

dissolved. Lord Wellesley, having by these 
means, secured the co-operation of the Hydra­
bad forces, and by indefatigable exertions hav­
ing rendered his military establishment efficient, 
resolved to bring affairs to an immediate crisis. 
His correspondence with Tippoo had continued 
friendly till the 8th of November, 1798, when 
he wrote a letter, in which, after discussing 
some general topics, he observed that it was 
impossible the Sultan could suppose hii:n igno-· 
rant, or indifferent as to the intercourse main­
tained by· l;im with the French, the inveterate 
foes of Bi·itain. He· and his allies had, on that 
account, been obliged to adopt certain measures 
of precaution and self-defence. Anxious, how­
ever, to suggest a plan which might promote the. 
mutual security and welfare of all parties, he 
proposed to depute Major Doveton, an officer 
well known to the Sultan,(having been employed, 
in 1794, in conveying back to him the young 
Princes detained as hostages,) "who will explain 
to you more fully and particularly the sole· 
means which appear to myself, and to the allies 
of the Company, to be effectual for the salutary 
purpose of removing all existing distrust and sus­
picion." 

On the lOth of December the Governor Ge­
neral wrote another letter; announcing that he 
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was on the point of repairing to Madras, where 
he hoped to receive. his reply. 

Tippoo could not bring down his mind to the 
necessity of submission. He plac~td a vague 
confidence in destiny, in the-aid of the French, 
and in alliances which he hoped to form with 
the northern powers of India. At length, on 
the 18th of December, probably after receiving 
the despatch of the lOth, he wrote -a lo~g expla­
natory letter. He represented the French affair 
as the casual arrival of a party of strangers. 
in search of employment, which he had granted 
to a few ; and he expressed extreme surprise 
that there should be any idea of the interruption 
of mutual amity between the E;nglish, and him­
self. 

l:q reply to the above, his Lordship, having ar­
rived at Madras, wrote, on the 9th of January, 
1799, a long communication,. fully explaining all 
his grounds of complaint. He gave a narrative 
of the transactions at the Isle of France, and in­
ferred from thence, that his Highness's ambas­
sadors had concluded an offensive alliance with 
the French against the Company and its allies ; 

. that they had demanded military succours, and 
levied troops with a view to its prosecution ; 
that his Highness had sanctioned the conduct of 
his ambassadors, and l1ad received into his 
army the troops which they had levied; that 
having made military preparations of his own, 
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he·was evidently ready, had the succours been 
sufficient, to have commenced an unprovoked at­
tack on the Company's possessions, and had 
broken the treaties of peace and friendship sub­
sisting between him and the allies. Deeply re­
gretting that the offered mission of Major Dove­
ton had not been accepted, he still urged it as a 
means of conciliation, but earnestly reque~ted 
that not above a day should elapse previous to 
its acceptance. On the 16th he wrote another 
letter, enclosing one to the Sultan from the 
Grand Seignior, transmitted through Mr. Spen­
cer Smith, and also that Monarch's declaration 
of war against the French. At this stage of the. 
proceedings, attempts were made to work upon 
the Mahommedan zeal ofTippoo, and to induce 
him to resent the attack made by that people 
upon the head of his religion ; at the same time 

. the reception of Major Doveton was again 
pressed. After a long silence, there arrived at 
Madras, on the 13th of February, 1799, without 
date, the following short, hut singular epistle: 

" I have been much gratified by the agreeable 
receipt of your Lordship's two friendly letters, 
the first brought by a ·camel man, the last by 
Hircarrahs, and understood their contents. The 
letter of the Prince, in station like Jumsheid, 
·with angels as his guards, with troops numerous 
as the stars ; the sun, illuminating the world 
of the heaven of ·empire, and dominion ; the 
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luminary giving splendour to the universe of the 
firmament of glory, and power ; the sultan of the 
sea, and land, the King of Room, (the Grand 
Seignior), be his empire and power perpetual! 
addressed to me, which reached you through the 
British envoy, and which you transmitted, has 
arrived. Being frequently disposed to make ex­
cursions, and hunt, I am accordingly proceeding 
upon a hunting excursion. You will be pleased 
to despatch Major Doveton, about. whose coming 
your friendly pen has frequently written, slightly 
attended. Always continue to gratify me. by 
friendly letters, notifying your welfare." 

Tippoo was~ in fact, at this tiine in a state of 
alarm as to the safety of his kingdom. He is 
reported to have vented imprecations upon all 
who had been concerned in ·the mission to the 
Isle of France. He made, howeves, a reluctant 
movement to the eastward, with the hope of 
meeting Major Doveton. But Lord Wellesley 
considered the time as passed when such an ar­
rangement could. be advantageously admitted. 
The mo?soon, which begins in June, would put. 
a stop to military operations, so that to enter 
upon a·tedious negotiation would enable Tippoo 
to gain a whole year. On receiving, therefore,. 
uo answer by the 3rd of February, the Governor 
General had ordered the armies to ·advance·; 
and on the arrival' of the Sultan's letter, he wrote 
to him on the 22d of February, announcing that 
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the mission of Major Dovetoi1 could no longe.r be 
attended with the e~pected advantages; that his 
long silence had ren.<lered it necessary to order 
the advance of the army.; but that General Har­
ris, who commanded it, was empowered to re­
ceive any embassy, and to enter into any nego­
tiation, by which a treaty nright be arranged on 
such conditions as ~ould appear to the allies 
indispensably necessary to the estab~ishment of 
a sec\l.re and p,erm_a:nent pe.ace. Tippoo, how­
ever, before he received this. letter, had deter­
niined to try the fQrtune of arnJs. 

The 13rhish force appointed to invade MysoreT~arwith 
- 1ppoo, 

Wafi> compose(! of 4381 European, and 1Q,695. ua- March, 1799. 

tive infantry,; 884 European, and 1751 native 
qa.va.lry, with, 60.8 artillery; forming in all a fQrce 

·qf 18,319 fighting men, with 104 pieces of can­
no:J;l, a.nd 2483 lascars and pioneers. To these 
were added 10,157 infantry and 6000 horse, be:­

l_onging ~o the Nizam, a.nd which under British; 
command now formed an effective body of troops. 
In the meantime, General Stuart, a veteran in 
l~<lian warfare, wa~ advancing with 6420. men 
from Malabar, tQ join a.nd co:-Qperate with the 
mam army. . 

By a rapid movement to; the, wes,tward, Tippoo 
arrived on the ~tll of }\((arch, 1799, very upex­
pectedly in. the neigl.I,bouxh<md of the· fo:rqe under 

. General Stuart. The E_nglish, ~ ho cq~cei ved 
that the ma,in for;e~ of the enemy was still on the 
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opposite side of India, were somewhat disunited.'. 
The next day Tippoo effected a complete sur-· 
prise; and the destruction of the advanced corps 
of the British was averted only by its own extra-' 
ordinary valour, and the inferiority of the Indian 
troops in pitched battle; 

The Sultan hastened back to meet the main: 
army advancing against him from Coromandel. . 
It might now have appeared evident that his": 
only resource was by,recurring to the military: 
policy of his house ; to throw a strong garrison1 

into Seringapatam, to keep the field with large: 
bodies of cavalry, and by continual moveme~ts 
to intercept the "enemy's communications, cut 
off his supplies, and surprise his detachments. 

His late success in the field had encouraged 
him to endeavour to contend. with the English' 
according to their· own method, in regular war­
fare, and by pitched battles. To this systell! he 
had been partial ever since Lord Cornwallis' first 
retreat. 

The British army was now advancing into the 
very heart of his dominions. The comprehen­
sive mind of Marquis Wellesley instantly deter­
mined him on striking at once at Seringapatam, 
the reduction of which city would be followed by 
the entire downfal of the Sultan. 

When the army had reached Malavilly, about 
thirty miles from the capital, the Sultan's en­
campment was observed from the· heights,· and 
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General Floyd, with the advance, having ap­
proached within a mile of that village, discovered 
their whole force posted on the elevated ground 
behind it. An immediate attack being deter­
mined on, it was led by Colonel Wellesley, sup­
ported by Floyd's cavalry, and directed against 
the enemy's right. A column o~ their troops 
advanced in perfect order and with great gal­
·lantry; but the English infantry reserving their 
fire, received that of their antagonists at s~xty 
yards, rushed against the M ysoreans and broke 
their ranks, when General Floyd with the cavalry 
drove them from the field. 

Tippoo made another attempt to carry into ef.! 8 ~iege of 
ermgapatam, 

feet his plan of desultory warfare, but was foiled April5, 1799. 

by the conduct of General Harris, who appeared 
on the 5th of April on the western front of the 
fortress of Seringapatam, at the distance of about 
two miles. Tippoo then threw himself into that 
fortress, with the intention of defending it to the 
last extremity. The English position was strong; 
their right resting on elevated ground, their left 
on the river Cavery; and several topes or groves v 

of Indian trees, afforded ample materials for the 
construction of the works. The enemy still oc-
cupied a defensive line behind an aqueduct, on 
which Colonels Wellesley, and Shawe made a 
night attack, and were repulsed; but being re-
inforced they carried it in open day. General 
Floyd was detached to meet, and escort General 
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Stuart, an·d the Bombay army. On the evening 
of the 14th their junction was effected. General 
Floyd then marched to the southward in search 
of supplies. 

Meantime it was in deliberation whence the 
fortress might be most advantageously attacked. 
On the 9th of April, Tippoo wrote a letter to' 
General Harris, in which he merely asked why 
·the English had invaded his country, and made 
war. upon him, contrary to subsisting treaties 
which he had never violated. The General, in 
return, briefly referred him to the letters of Mar­
quis Wellesley, which put an end to the corre• 

. spondence. 
Meantime the trenches had been opened, and 

the works proceeded regularly and rapidly. Ori_ 
the 20th and 26th, two strongly intrenched posts, 
which guarded' the approaches to the wall, were 
carried by attacks under the direction one of 
Colonel Sherbrooke, and the other of the Hon. 
Colonel Wellesley. 
· Before the second of these actions, the Sultan, 
seeing his defences successively fall, resolved 
again to solicit a treaty, though sensible that it 
must be purchased with extensive sacrifices. He 
wrote, referring to the letters of the Governor 
General, and proposing a conference of ambas- ' 

. sadors. General Harris, in reply, after taking a 
view of the recent events, announced; as the po.:. 
sitive ultimatum, the cession of half his domi-
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nions, 'the payment of two crores of rupees, one 
immediately, the .other in six months·;· finally, 
the delivery of four of .his sons, and four of his 
principal chiefs, as hostages. These conditions 
were to be ac~epted in 24 hours, ·and the hostages 
and specie delivered in 24 more ; otherwise, he 
reserved the right of extending these demands, 
till they should include even the provisional 
occupation of Seringapatam. 

These terms, certainly not favourable, roused 
in the proud mind of Tippoo a violent burst of 
indignation. He raved .against the arrogance 
and tyranny, of the English, and declared his 
determination to abide the worst decrees of fate, 
and rather to die with arms in his hands, than 
drag a wretched life as a dependant on infidels, 
and swelling the list of their pensioned Rajahs, 
and Nabobs; he resolved, in short, not to give 
a reply. But six days afterwards, when the last 
parallel had been completed, and· nothing re~ 
mained except the erection of the breaching bat­
teries, he again brought down his mind to the 
attempt to gain either delay, or mitigation in the 
conditions of the treaty. A communication was 
received from him on the 28th, acknowledging 
that the letter of General Harris was a friendly 
one, but adding, that as the points in question 
were weighty, and not to be concluded without 
the intervention of ambassadors, he proposed to 
send two vakeels, or confidential messengers, to 

· treat upon the subject. 
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The General, however, was fully determined 
not to admit any such overture. In his reply, he 
claimed credit for not making an advance on 
the ·terms already proposed, when by non-com­
pliance, they had been virtually rejected. They 
were still offered, but no ambassadors could be 
admitted, unless accompanied by the hostages 
and the treasure, and the time during which 
they would be accepted was to termin::tte next 
day at three o'clock. 

On perusing this answer, the energies of 
_ Tip:poo's mind seemed entirely to fail. Yield­

ing to despair rather than rage, he sunk into a 
state of stupor; he no longer took any steady 
view of his danger, or rationally followed out the 
means by which it might be averted. 

At sunset on the 28th of April, the place was 
marked out , for the breaching batteri~s, and as 
they were only· four hundred yards from the 
wall, no doubt was entertained, of their speedily 
effecting their purpose. On the 2d of May, the 
breaching batteries were completed, and opened 
their ·full fire· on the curtain' opposite them. 
During the previous night Lieutenant Lalor had 
crossed the river, which he found easily fordable. 
On the night of the 3rd, there was a practicable 
breach of a ·hundred feet wide; and one o'clock 
on the following day was fixed upo1;1 as the hour 
of assault. 

Tippoo, meanwhile, as the term of his life and 
empire approached, occupied himself in Sliper-
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stitious modes of divining the events of futurity. 
He had recourse in his despair to the Bramins: 
Under their directions he went through a solemn-

• ablution, offered a pompous sacrifice, and stead­
ily contemplated his face in a jar of oil. Some.: 
what reassured by these sage precautions, and 
persuading himself that no attempt would be_ 
made upon the city that day, ·he had sat down 
to his forenoon meal, when tidings arrived that 
the enemy were scaling the ramparts. He ran 
to meet them. 

The morning of the 4th day of May, 1799, Seringapatam 

h b b 'l b h E . , taken bystonn ad een us1 y sp.ent y t e nghsh m com- May 4th,1799 

pleting the breach, and making preparations 
for the assault. The storming party was· com-
posed of upwards of 4000 men, divided into tw<:r 
columns, who were instructed, after entering 
the breach, to file to the right and left ah:mg the 
summit of the rampart. The c?mmand was in~ 
trusted to Major-g'eneral Baird, who had been 
nearly four years immured as a captive in the for..: 
tress he was now about to enter as a conqueror. 

A few minutes before one o'clock, Major-gene­
ral Baird sent round orders, desiring· every man 
to be ready at a moment's notice. When the crisis 
came, he mounted the parapet, and stood in the 
full view of both armies, in an heroic attitude, 
heightened by his noble figure. He then said, 
" Come, my brave fellows, follow me, and prove 
yourselves worthy the name of British soldier's." 

K 
0 
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·Both colu~ns sprang forward like lightning, 
and in seven minutes the British colours waved 
on the breach. The foremost assailants were 
met by a gallant band of M ysoreans, by whom . 
they suffered severely, but who were soon over­
come, and the storming parties pushed on to the 
right and left of the breach to. gain possession 
of the ramparts. General Baird, after the tri­
umphant success of the right column, had· ah · 
lowed his troops an interval of rest, when certain 
officers brought notice that they had discovered 
the Palace, and seen in a kind of durbar, or 
court, a number of persons assembled, apparently 
of high rank. General Baird immediately di­
rected Major Allan, who seems to have been 
well qualified for this delicate task; to summon 
them to surrender, in ·order to avert the calamity 
that would be inevitabl~ were the Royal resi­
dence to be taken by storJ;U. T:Qis officer, on 
going ·towards the Palace, saw several persons 
in a sort of a balcony, to whom he announced 
his message. They . manifested the greatest 
consternation, and soon brought the Killedar, or 
Governor, who appeared much embarrassed, 'and 
endeavoured to gain time; but Major Allan in­
sisted upon entering with two other officers by a 
broken part of the. wall. He found a terrace, on 
which there was a nume~ous assemblage of armed 
men. At length on his urgent solicitation he 
was admitted to the Princes, whom he found 
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seated upon a ca~pet, s~rrounded by numeroqs 
attendants. They concurred with other inhabi:­
tants of the Palace, in giving ass1lra"Q.ce that the 
Sultan was not in the Palace, and on the urgen-t 
representation of the British officers, he agr~e~ 
with strong reluctance, that the gate should b~ 
thrown open. General Baird had already ap,. 
proached with a large body of troops, and ill,. 

· st~ntly sent back the Major with Colonel Clof!e, 
to b~ing out the Princes. After much alarm, 
and many objections, these young persons 
allowed themselves to be condu~ted into th~ 
presence of the British Commander. The Ge­
neral was greatly irritated, from having just 
heard, that thirteen prisoners had been murdered 
during the siege ; and his feelings wer~ proba,~ 

bly heightened by the recollection ·of his own 
sufferings in the same place ; but whep. he saw 
the unfortunate Princes, lM out· as ~fl.ptives, 

every harsher sentim:~~t yielded to .thatrof-pity, 
and he gave them -the IQ.ost solemn as~uran~~s 
that they had nothing to fear. 'f}ley w~re es-:­
corted to the court with ar~s presente<l, ap.d all 
the honop.rs due tp their rank. 

General Baird's object being now to obtain 
poss~ssion of the person of the Sultan, he pro­
ceeded ii;t the most diligent manner, to sea~h 
every corner of the palace : he forbore, indeed, 
to enter the .zenana, b.u:t strictly gua,rded every 
passag~ by w~jch ~my· one could leave it. Np 
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trace of the individual he sought could any~ 
where be found ; till at length~ by severe threats, 
a confession was extorted from the Killedar, that 
his master was lying wounded (as he supposed) 
in a gateway, to which he offered to conduct the 
British Commander. The latter, immediately 
accompanied him to the spot, where he beheld a 
mournful spectacle : it ·was here that the fiercest 
combat had raged ; the wounded and dead were 
lying piled in heaps over each other; while the 
darkness which had just fallen, ~·endered the 
scene still more dismal. It was indispenable; 
however, immediately to ascertain the fact. 
~orches were brought, and the bodies succes­
sively removed, until they found the Sultan's 
horse, then · his palanquin, and beneath it a 
wounded· man, who was soon recognised as a 
confidentiai•servan:t, and who pointed out the 
spot where his master had fallen. The body of 
the Sultan was at length found, and for~hwith· 
identified by the Killedar, and the other atten-· 
dants. The featu-res were in no degree distorted,­
but presented an aspect of stern composure; the 
eyes were open, and the· appearance of life was 
so strong, that Colonel Wellesley and Major Al­
lan, could not, for some time, believe him ac­
tually -dead. It appears that, after having issued 
.armed from the palace; with a band of trusty fol- ' 
lowers, he saw the English advancing along the 
rampart, and his men flying. He rallied them 
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by the utmost efforts of his voice, and example; 
shooting inariy of the enemy with his own hand; 
and he thus called forth that resistance, which 
had proved so formidable .. At length, whe~. 
the determined valour of"the British troops pre­
vailed against all opposition, he was left at one 
time almost alone, . and obliged to accompany 
the fugitives, but with a few resolute adherents, 
he- maintained the combat, till, being exposed 
to a fire from different quarters, he received two 
musket balls in hiS side. His horse was, killed · · 
under him ; and becoming faint from loss of 
blood, he was unable to make his way through 
t4e crowd. He was overtaken by a party of the 
conquerors, when one of his attendants besought · 
him, as the o?-ly means of saving his life, to 
make himself known, but he peremptorily for­
bade the disclosure. An .. English soldier then 
made an attempt to detach his sword-belt, when 
the Sultan, with ~II his remaining strength, 
made a cut at the man, and wounded· him near 
the knee. The soldier presently fired a ball, 
which entered the temple, and the wound proved Death of 

spe~dily mortal. The body was carried to the ~'ippoo. 
-palace, and was afterwards intf(rred, with royal 
.honours, in the spendid sepulchre of the L~ll 
Bang, erected by Hyder. 

Thus terminated a dynasty, which, though 
short, and limited,· in point of territorial dom~­
mon, was undoubtedly the most vigorous and 
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best organised that had sprung out of the wreck 
ofthe Mogul Empire. 

The proudly heating heart, ne'er doomed to burst 
Beneath a victoi:'s.pity: ebbed its tide, 
Unconquer'd still ; contending with the worst, 
That royal fartune, can. (in state) abide. 

Then sacred be the meed of valour, where 
:A gallaht name should fioi:l a welcome shrine; 
A warrior's death, may claim a Briton's prayer, · 
To shield his errors, with the Grace Divine. 

Mysore haVing been thus compietely con­
·quered, remained, as to its future arrangements, 
entirely at the disposal of the British govetn­
·rilent. The Mahrattahs had taken no share in 
;the expedition, and the Nizam would _be obliged 
to content :himself with whatever the victors 
'Would choose to give. The Governor General 
took for the Company, in full ;sovereignty, the 
coast of Canara, the distric~-of Coimbetoor, .the 
passes of the Ghauts, and Setingapatam itself, 
the capital, and main channei of intercourse. 
He thus secured the whole sea-coast, .and ail 

. easy ·communication across the peninsula. 
There remained yet an extensive district in 

the interior of M ysore, which Marquis Welles­
ley judged most expedient not to partition, but 
to form it into a native. kingdom, under the pro­
tection and control of Britain. The !'epresenta­
tive of one of the ancient houses of the Rajahs of 
-M ysore, a child of five yea:r;s of age, was raised 
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to the throne of this newly-created and d~pend(mt 
k.ingdom. 

At the close of the year 1800, the Marquis 
Wellesley projected an expedition for the capture 
of Batavia, and ultimately that of the Isle of 

· France, and 1\fajor-general Baird, who had 
commanded at the· storming of Seringapatam, 
was appointed by the Governor . General in 
council, to the conduct of this enterprise. The 
Hon. Colonel Wellesley was again to be em­
ployed with his former cop1panion in arms as 
his second in command. · The force to be em­
ployed on this service, consisted of his Majesty's 
lOth, 19th, and 80th regiments, with detach-. 
ments from the 86th and 88th, a corps of Bt!ngal 
Native Volunteers, and two companies of Euro­
pean and native artillery. These trpops were 
assembled at Trincoinallee,-·and on the 5th of 
February, 1801, General Baird received orders 
to proceed to that place to assume his command: 
He had actually embarked from Calcutta for 
that purpose, when the receipt of a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Dundas, to the Governor General, 
occasioned a change in. the destination of the 
expedition under General Baird, from the 
islands of the Eastern seas, to the plains of 
Egypt, where our Indian army reinforced from 
Bombay, was united with that which, under the 
immortal Abercrombie, had landed in Africa. 

The letter of Lord Wellesley i~ Major-general 
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Baird on this occasion, is here quoted from the 
late publication of his life, by Mr. Hook. 

"Fort William, Feb. lOth, 1801. 
"MY DEAR GENERAL, 

" You will find by your instructions of_ this date, 
th:itt your present destination is to the Red Sea, and Egypt, 
for the purpose of co~operating in the great object of expelling 
the French from that important position. A more worthy 
sequel to the storm of Seririgapatam could not be presented to 
your genius and valour. I have chosen my brother to second 
you in this glorious enterprise, and I rely on your giving the 
public the full benefit of his talents, by admitting him to your 
cordial confidence, and by uniting most harmoniously and 

zeawusly with him in the prosecution of my wishes." 

In prosecuting without interruption the train 
of British conquests in Southern India, we have 
lost sight of the Mahrattahs, unless in respect to 
their relations with the government of Mysore. 
These people had raised themselves into im­
portance· on the decline of the Mogul Empire, 
and became the most powerful instruments 
of its overthrow. Only Mysore, in the height 
of its greatness; for a short time disputed their 
supremacy; but when that throne was first 
shaken, and then subverted, the foreign ·power 
by whic~ this triumph had been achieved, .be­
came the only rival to the Mahrattahs, and the 
question soon arose which was to govern the 
Peninsula. 

From.the period of l\1a.y, 1782, when a. peace 
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was concluded with S1ndia, a Mahrattah Chief, 
our relations with ~he Mahrattah power had 
been those of amity and alliance. This"imion 
was produced by common dread of the exorbi­
ta~t power, and pretensions of the house of My­
sore. Though the remissness on the part of the 
Mahrattahs had been· undeniable during the war 
with Tippoo, the Marquis Wellesley set apart 
for them, as already mentioned, a portion of the· 
conquered territory. · But he. determined to 
a.vail himself of his present commanding posi- · 
tion, to· establish, if possible, an effectual con- . 
trol over this great and turbulent state. He 
tendered to them the share in the spoils of 
Mysore, coupled with the condition, that the 
Peishwa, the nominal head of the Mahrattah 
confederation, should receive a British subsi­
diary force, ceding a_ portion of territory, the 
clear revenue of which might. be sufficient for 
their maintenance .. By this arrangement, it was 
obviously intended to reduce the 'Mahrattah 
power to a state of vassalage : and accordingly, 
after some months ·of delay and evasion, the 
demand was rejected. · 

The Governor General, however, embraced 
every opportunity of pressing this wise and 
politic measure ; and contrary to what might 
have been expected, circumstances occurred 
which produced a favourable disposition towards 
it. The Peishwa, a prince of spirit and ambi-
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tion, saw his power controlled, and narrowed, 
by that of the new military chiefs. Sindia, the 
ptinctpal of them, commanded a force much. 
superior to that of his master, and began more 
and more to act as the real Lord of 1\faharasht-

. . 
va, viewing the other as. little more than a pa-
g.eant of state.· The sovereign had long objected 
to an expedient so hazardous both to himself, and 
his peonle, as that of calling to his aid a foreign 
race, who had already acquired such an al~rm­
ing ascefldancy. At length, however, lie con.r 
sented to a<:cept their aid, on the condition that 
the subsidiary force should not actually enter 
his territory, but take a station on the frontier~, 
to be employed when he should think it neces­
sary. This qualification was evidently mad~ 
with the view, that without allowing the English 
to gain any real footing, he might use their 
name, and the dread of their interposition, to 
establish his own influence over the native 
leaders. 

The rival houses of Holkar, and Sindia, after 
tecently emerging from the lowest obscurity, had 
divided between them nearly the whol~ military 
power of the Mahrattah state. Dissensions soon 
arose between them, and after various move­
ments, the two armies ·engaged near Indore, 
Holkar's capital, when that chief was completely 
routed, and his power was supposed to be so 
completely crushed, that Sindia ·imprudently 
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neglected any further, pursuit. No force is -so 
easily, or rapidly recruited as that of the Mah-

, rattahs. The vanquished leader, having·under­
taken some inro~ds into the surrounding terri-· 
tories, soon ·rallied :round him all the bold youths 
who delighted in plunder, and adventure, and 
he soon found himself in a condition to march 
upon Poonah. Sindia, and the Peishwa, united 
their forces to oppose him, and there ensued in 
the 'vicinity of that city, one of the most obstinate 
battles recorded in the annals of Indian warfare. 
Holkar fought with the utmost desperation, and 
led his men to successive charges with such fury, 
that the enemy were completely b~oken, and fled . 
in every direction. 

Colonel Close, the British resident, w:hile th~ 
engagement lasted, hoisted his flag, which was ,., 
respected by both parties ; and next day he was 
asked to visit the victorious General. He found 
him in his tent, · ancle deep in .mud, wounded 
both with a spear and a .sabre. He received 
the Colonel with the utmost politeness, and pro­
fessed a cordial attachment to the English, 
expressing a wish that they would assist in ad­
justing his differences with Sindia and the 
Peishwa. This last, .however, whose courage 
failed him during the engagement, had fled to 

· .Singurh, whence he intimated his readiness to 
accede to the terms on which the British had of­
fered to sup.port him in power. He hastened to. 
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the coast, and embarked at Severndro9g for 
Bassein, where he was met by Colonel Qlose.· 
On the 31st of December, 1802, they concluded· 

T~eaty of Bas- a treaty' which may be considered as Sealing 
sem, Decem- ' · 
ber stst,1so2. the fate of India. The Peishwa agreed to 

l'eceiye, and support a· subsidiary force sent by 
• the Company, while the latter undertook to re­
establish him as head of the Mahrattah con­
federation. 

Sindia, meanwhile, resolved to oppose the 
entranct) of any foreign power into the Mahrattah · 
territory . 

. The Governor General, having determined 
upon war with Sindia, ·formed a very compre­
hensive plan of operation, both for the aggran­
disement and permanent security ~f the British . 
Indian Empire: General Wellesley from the 

. ~ 

Mysore frontier, and Colonel Stevenson from 
H ydrabad were instructed to make a combined 
movement upon Poonah, . to drive out the force. 
occupying that capital, re-establish the authority 
of the Peishwa, who was now at Bombay, and 
prosecute, if possible, the war against Sindia, and 
the Rajah of Berar who had joined him. A force 
destined to control the whole Mahrattah. con­
federation, was, agreeably to the same plan, to 
be permanently stationed in the city of Poonah. · 
Meanwhile, General Lake . was ordered to ad­
vance from Bengal into the interior. provinces, 
to attack and disperse the army under Perron. 
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The ~esult of opposition "in this quarter, would, it 
was hoped, extend . the' British frontier to the 
Jumna, and thereby l.nclude the imperial cities 
of Agra, and Delhi. It was also expected that 
possession might be obtained of the individual 
who still bore the title of the Great Mogul, which 
even in its lowest depression commanded great 
revenue throughout H!ndostan. At the same 
time, the maritime territory of Cuttack, belong­
ing to the Rajah of Berar, was, if possible, to be 
added to the British territories, · which would 
then comprehend the whole· coast, from. Arracan' 
to Cape Comorin. With· the same view; the 
Presidency of Bombay was to send an expedi­
tion to reduce Baroach, and the neighbouring 
coast ofGuzerat. In event of the success of this 
enterprise, the Company would be masters of 
the whole c.ircuit of the Indian . coast, and be 
able to cut off all connexion between their 
European and n'ative enemies. 

On the 9th of March, 1803 General Wel- WarwithSin· 
' · dia, Mar.1803. 

lesley marched from his position at Hurryhur, 
and on the 12th entered the Mahrattah territory. 
Colonel Stevenson, at the same time, broke up 

, from H ydrabad with the subsidiary force of 
about 8,000 men, ·and 15,000 troops furnished' 
by the Nizam. On the i5th ofApril, the two 
divjsions united at Akloos, about 70 miles S.E. · 
of Poonah. Holkar, on hearing of the approach 
of the English, determined not to involve him-
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self in hostile proceedings; but retreated to 
Chandore, a place 130 miles to the north of· 
Poonah, leaving Amrut Ras, whom he had 
invested with the. dignity of Peishwa, with only 
a small detachment in that capital. The Gene­
ral· then deemed it not necessary to lead his 
whole army to a place where it could not with­
out much difficulty procure subsistence ; but 
b~ing informed by Colonel Close, that there was 
reason to apprehend that Amrut Ras would .set 
fire to the cap!tal, where part of the family of 
the Peishwa still resided; he formed a select 
corps of cavalry, and advanced with such speed, 
that in thirty-two hours he reached Poonah, 
which Amrut had hastily quitted without at­
tempting any violence. The English power 
being thus established in the Mahrattah ·capital, 
the Peishwa was escorted from Bombay· by a 
detachment under Colonel Murray, and re­
sumed his seat on the musnud amid the COil­

gratulations. of the British and :q.ative armies. 
General Wellesley having thus ~ccomplished 

the main object of tP,e treaty of Bassein, Wf1S 

inclined to push his advantages no farther, but 
to allow th~ great military chiefs to retain their 
independent position~ Holkar, in fact, declined • 
involving himself in any hasty step, and having 
retired into. the heart of hjs own dominiens, 
watched the progress of eveuts. But Sindia, 
a.nil. the Rajah of Berar viewed with the de~p-
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est indignation the success of a scheme, which 
placed the he~d of the Mahrattah confederacy 
under control, and the capital in the hands of 
a foreign power. These two chiefs led their 
forces to positions where, in communication with· 
each other, -they threatened the territory of the ' 
Nizam. In this critical state of affairs; General 
Wellesley, who had been invested by the Go­
vernor General with the entire power of peace, 
or war, instructed Colonel Collins, the British 
resident in the camp of Siudia, to demand ,a:t:l 
explanation of his present threatening attitude. 
·It was further required, that Sindia, and the 
Rajah of Berar, should withdraw their troops to 

• their ordinary situations in the ce.ntre of thei~ 
respective territories, while a corresponding 

- movement should be made .on the •part of the 
'British army. To this demand, Sindia replied, 
that he expected in a few days' to have an infer­
view with the Rajah of Berar, when the Resident 
should be informed, .whether it shou1d be peace, 
or war. 

A series of negotiations ensued, which appear 
to have been commenced on the part of the 
allies merely to gain tj.me. Their hostile dis-
position being ~anife~t, war was commenced di~"l=;;~~:~~: 
by General Wellesley, who with characteristic · 
promptitude march{ld upon Ahmednugger, and 
on th€( 8th of August, 1803, su)llmoned that 
fortress, which was col).~idered one of the bul-
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warks of the Deccan. On the first day the 
town was storm~d, and on the lOth a battery 
was opened against the fort, which on the 12th 
was evacuated by the garrison. 

General Wellesley then proceeded to the city 
of Aurungabad. Meantime, however, the con­
federates~ with their numerous cavalry, had· 
passed Col. Stevenson, and appeared resolved 
to cross the Godavery, and make a rapid march 
against Hydrabad, the capital of the Nizam. 
Wellesley, however,. by a judicious movement, 
obliged them to return northwards; and deter­
mined to bring them to close c~mbat. The· 
two . English commanders, with this view, 

·marched separately, though ~t a small dis-· 
tance, along the two roads by which the enemy 
was expected to pass. General Wellesley ha:v­
ing learned that their infantry was encamped 
in his' vicinity, . hastened forward; when on 
·reaching the plain, contiguous to the village of 
.f\ssaye, he discovered their whole army, in­
cluding every description of troops, and amount­
ng to upwards of 50,000 men, drawn up in 
order of battle. His own force did not exceed 

Battle of As- 4 500 . yet General wellesley immediately de-
saye, Sept. 23, ' • ' . ' 
1Bos. . · · termmed to · attack them. 

The British infantry moved forward in the 
face of a tremendous fire .with a steady pace, _ 
and bore down ali opposition. The enemy's 
cavalry, however, on seeing the opposite ranks 
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so much reduced, made a desperate attempt to 
break them ; 'but they encountered a dashing 
charge from the English horse, which soon com~ 
pelled them to join the retreat of the infantry. 

· The victory seemed complete, when it was. for a 
moment rendered doubtful by a very unexpected' 
incident. By a stratagem, not unexampled in 
the east, a number of Indians had thrown them­
selves on the ground, and been passed as dead 
by the advancing troops. They now .started up, 
seized some of the captured guns, and com­
menced a brisk fire from behind, under favour 
of which a few of the flying squadrons rallied. 
General Wellesley, however, wi~h his usual pre­
sence of mind, detached several corps, by whom 
this alarming resurrection was soon put down; 
and the whole Indian host was forthwith involved 

. in one promiscuous flight, leaving on the field 
twelve hundred dead, with nearly the whole of 
their artillery. 

After this victory Sindia proceeded to make 
separate overtures; but as they were presented 
at first through private and unaccredited chan­
nels, which he might afterwards disown, no pro­
ceeding could be founded upon them. The city 
of Burhanpoor, and the adjoining fort of Asseer­
ghur, next fell to the British arms. Sindia then 
began to sue in earnest for peace, and the terms 
of an armistice were· arranged for all his terri­
tories south of the N erbudda. The British 

L 
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General next led his army against· Berar, and 
found the Rajah with his troops on the plains of 
Argeem, where, contrary to the convention, he 
was still supported by a strong party of Sindia's 
cavalry. Wellesley attacked them without he­
sitation, and, after a contest less obstinate than 
at Assaye, gained a complete victory. 

Gawilghur, a hill fort, next fell, and General 
Wellesley could now have advanced upon the 
Rajah's capital, and threatened the extinction of 
his power, but a vakeel had already arrived in 
his camp to solicit a conference preparatory to 
negotiation. The British Commander de­
manded the surrender of the maritime province 
of Cuttack, which was desirable for completing 
the Company's dominions on the eastern coast ; 
also the surrender of a territory on the river 
Warda, the authority over which had been 
shared hitherto between the Rajah and the 

- Treaty with Nizam. Some further arrangements were com-
the Rajah of • 
Rerar, Decem- pleted by the 16th, and the treaty signed on the 
ber 

17
' 

1803
' 17th of December, 1803. 

Meantime, the central regions of Hindostan 
were the theatre of events equally memorable. 
Sindia's force here consisted of the corps formed 
on the European model by De Boigne, who, 
having returned to France, had been succeeded 
by Perron. These troops were considered v.ery 
formidable, consisting of 16 or 17,000 regular 
infantry, 15 to 20,000 cavalry, a large body of 
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irregulars, and a well-appointed train of artil­
lery. General Lake having been informed of 
the failure of the negotiation with Sindia, moved 
from Cawnpoor on the 7th of Augu~t, '1803; on 
the 28th he passed the frontier, and the next 
day found the whole of Perron's cavalry in a 
strong position near Coel, a town in the Doab. 
He presently led his troops to the attack; when 
the native army' deemed so efficient and well 
equipped, after a short random fire, t:etreated 
with such rapidity that the English could not 
overtake them. The next object was the fort 

· of Alighur, the main depot of the enemy. It · 
was gallantly carried by storm by Colonel Mon­
son and Major McLeod. 

It being understood that Perron was discon:­
tented with the service of Sindia, General Lake 
was authorized to make large offers on condition 
of his coming over to the English, and bringing 
his troops with him. 

In fact, P'erron himself wrote, requesting an 
asylum at Lucknow, and afterwards stated his 
desertion to have been occasioned py the ap­
pointment of another officer to supersede him in 
the command. 

After the capture of Alighur, Lake marched 
directly upon Delhi, the imperial capital, and 
the residence of him who still enjoyed the rank 
and title of Great Mogul. He had advanced 
within view of its walls, when he discovered the 
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army, organized under French command, drawn 
up in a strong position to defend its approaches. 
Though he had only 4,500 men, against 19,000,. 
yet he determined to give battle without delay; 
but as the enemy could not, without difficulty 
and severe loss, have been dislodged from their 
present ground, he used a feigned retreat as "!­

stratagem to draw them from it. This delicate 
manamvre was executed by the British troops 
with perfect order and skill; the enemy, ima­
gining the retreat real, quitted their intrench­
ments, and eagerly pursued; but as soon a_s 
they had been fully drawn forth on the plain, 
General Lake faced about : a single charge 
drove them from the field, with the loss of three 
thousand in killed and wounded, and their 
whole train of artillery. 

The British General now entered Delhi with­
out _resistance. He immediately requested, and 
obtained an audience of the · Sovereign, with 
whom a secret communication had previously 
been opened. He beheld this unfortunate de­
scendant of a long line of illustrious princes; 
"seated under a small tattered canopy, the rem­
nant of his former state, his person emaciated 
by indigence and infirmities, and his counte­
nance disfigured with the 'los~ of his eyes, and 
marked with extreme old age and . a settled 
melancholy." He is described as deeply sen­
sible to the kin~ness of Lake, on whom he 
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bestowed several titles, such as Lord of the. Age, 
Sword of the State, Hero of the Land, and the 
Victorious in War. All his adherents, and the 
people of Delhi in general, expressed delight on 
this occasion, and the journalists, in the lan­
guage of oriental hyperbole, proclaimed that 
the Emperor, through excess of joy, had reco­
vered his sight. The English did not, indeed, 
restore any shadow of his former power ; but 
they maintained him in comfort, and with some 
semblance of the pomp by which die Mogul 
thro~e had been anciently surrounded. In re­
turn, they obtained for all ·their measures· the 
sanction of a name still venerated throughout . 
the empire ; indeed, they were thus virtually 
'seated on the throne of India. 

The conquerors now marched upon Agra, the 
rival Indian capital, which possessed the ad­
vantage of being defended by a strong fort, 
occupied by a large body of troops. 

A breach being effected on the 17th of October, A Capture of 
gra, 17th 

1803, the enemy capitulated the same evening, October, tsos 

stipulating only for the .safety of their persons 
and private property. The treasure found here, 
amounting to no less than 280,000l., was di-
vided among the troops as prize-money. 

There remained still in the field, a corps corn­
posed 'of troops detached from the Deccan, rein­
forced by fugitives from the different armies. 
Gc;meral Lake hastened to purs:ue this force, and 



150 

considering it only as a collection of runaways, 
· little apprehended that he was about' to en­
counter the most obstinate resistance he had 
sustained during the whole campaign. This 
body, consisting of 2000 foot, 5000 horse, and 
a numerous train of artillery, were rapidly re­
treating, when, on the 1st of November, he 
overtook them with his cavalry alone, and de­
termined, by an immediate attack, to prevent · 
their escape. The enemy, however, having their 
motions oncealed by a cloud of dust, speedily 
threw themselves into an advantageous position, 
which they strengthened by cutting the embank­
ment· of a reservoir in the front. The cavalry 
were led on, and had gained some advantages, 
when they suffered so. severely from the fire of 
a well-served artillery, that it was judged ne­
cessary to withdraw them, and wait till the in-
fantry carne up .. · · 

The infantry carried all before them, and 
when the Mahrattah cavalry attempted to break 
through their thinned ranks, the British horse 
repelled the charge. The remainder of the foot 
soon appeared ; and after a desperate stand, the 
enemy, for the most part, were either destroyed 
or made prisoners. In short, by this brilliant 
success, the entire army, formed and disciplined 
under Sindia, by French officers, and considered 
the finest possessed. by any native power, was 
completely annihilated.· 
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Sindia, thus vanquished at every _point, de­
serted by the Rajah of Berar, and seeing his · 
finest levies destroyed, felt the necessity of 
finally relinquishing those expedients by which, 
till now, he had hoped to avert the necessity of 
a humiliating peace. On the 30th of December,· Treaty with 

Sindia, Decem-
1803, a treaty was signed in General Wellesley's bersoth, 1sos. 

camp, by which Sindia ceded the Doab, or ter-
ritory between the Ganges and the Jumna, with 
considerable provinces beyond the latter river ; 
surrendering thereby to the British ,dominion, 
Delhi and Agra, the .two capitals of the Great 
M()gul, and with them the person of the nominal 
Emperor. He ceded also Baroach, and the rest 
of his maritime territory in Guzerat. On the 
south, he yielded Ahmednugger to the Peishwa, 
and some extensive districts to the Nizam. 

Meantime, Holkar, while witnessing the down­
fa! of the Mahrattah confederacy, had maintained 
a very. uncertain and equivocal position. The 
victorious career of the English struck him with 
consternation, but it proceeded with such rapid 
steps, that before he could come to any decision, 
it had completely realized its object. He de­
termined, however, to plunge into a contest with 
the English. He threatened the territory of their 
ally, the Rajah of Jyenagur: he made extrava­
gant, and even insulting demands : he wrote to 
General Well,esley-" Countries of many hun­
dred coss shall be overrun, and plundered. Lord 
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Lake shall not have leisure to breathe for a mo­
ment; and calamities will fall on lacs of human 
beings in continental war; by the attacks of my 
army, which overwhelms like the ~aves of the 
sea." At the same time, he earnestly invited 
'Sindia, and other Princes, who remained still 
independent, to unite against the British, as·.a 
common enemy. 

The Governor Gen'eral, in determining to 
open the campaign against Holkar, considered it 
necessary not merely to reduce and limit, but 
altogether to extirpate a power whose existence 
seemed incompatil,lle with the repose and secu­
rity of all the other states. To display, how­
ever, the disinterested views of Britain, it was 
determined not to retain for he~ imy part of the 
conquered territory, but to distribute it among 
those chiefs who adhered even formally to her. 
alliance. Sindia was to receive . the largest 
share, provided he gave cordial aid in over-

. th1·owing the pretensions of his rival. 
Holkar, however, was by no means a con­

temptible enemy. His cavalry, swelled by the 
wreck of the other defeated armies, and by nu­
merous· adventurers, amounted ·to 60,000, · to 
which were added 15,000 well disciplined in­
fantry and 192 pieces of artillery. 

General Wellesley was unable to advance in 
consequence of a famine whicli pr~vailed in the 
Deccan ; and Lake, after reducing the fort of 
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Rampoora, left Colonel Monson, with five bat­
talions and 3,000 horsemen to watch the ene­
my's movements. Holkar, who was a second 
Hyde~ for de3ultory warfare; succeeded in 
bringi~g his whole force to act against this 
single detachment : ye,t it has been supposed 
that had Monson pr"omptly led 'his men to ·the 
charge he might have enc01intered with success 
this large undisciplined host. He resolved, on 
the contrary, upon· retreat, a movement always . 
disastrous before Mahrattah forces. Every thing 
combined to render his march unfortunate; the 
swelling of the rivers, the inundated and swampy 
plains, the scarcity of provisions, the desertion 
or hostility of the native troops, among whom 
was a strong party belonging to Sindia. These 
last, in the hour of distress, turned ·their arms 
against the British, whom they had undertak,en 
to assist. The detachment· indeed did not for­
feit their honour, having triumphantly repulsed 
every attack ; but they lost all their artillery 
and baggage ; many of the sick, the exhausted, 
and the wounded were left behind, and cut to 
pieces; and when, on the 31st of August, 1804, 
they reached Agra, most of the regiments were 
in a state of total disorganization. 

Holkar advanced. upon Muttra and took pos­
session of it. But General Lake now hastened 
with the utmost expedition from Cawnpoor, and 
having assembled his forces at Secundra, 
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~marched against the Mahrattah army, which 
then relinquished its position. The Indian 
chief, however, contrived, by alternately ad­
•vancing and retreating with his cavalry, to 
occupy the attention of the British Commander, 
while his infantry, by a rapid movement, suc­
ceeded in reaching Delhi by the 8th of October, 
and immediately invested it'. The city, ten 
miles in circumference, with a ruinous wall, 
was guarded only by a small body of Sepoys. 
Lieutenant-colonels Ochterlony and Burn. how­
ever, led on these troops with such spirit and 
judgment, that all the enemy's attacks were· re­
pulsed, and after seven days of persevering 
efforts they were compelled to raise the seige. 

General Lake,. on receiving intelligence of 
the danger of Delhi, hastened to that capital, 
which he reached on the 17th of October. 
Learning that Holkar, with his cavalry, had 
begun a course of devastation along the Doab, 
he pursued. him, sending his infantry, under 
General Fraser, to attack that of the enemy 

BattleofDeeg, now stationed at Deeg, a strong fort belonging 
13th Oct.1804. · 

to the Rajah of Bhurtpore, who on seeing the · 
scale of fortune turn against the British, had 
embraced the opposite interest. Fraser found 
them on the 13th strongly intrenched under the 
stronghold just named; their front covered by a 
morass, and their left by a fortified village. 
The battle was a repetition of that of Assaye, . 
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and like that was distinguished by a manceuvre 
of the Indian cavalry. Wheeling round and 
recovering several of the first line of guns, 
they turned them on the English rear ; b~t 
they were soon chased off the field by a party 
of the 76th, headed by Captain Norford, who, 
however, lost his life in this exploit. At length 
the etfemy were driven to the walls of the fort 
with the loss of the greater part of their artillery, 
among which Monson recognized a portion of 
that lost during his late unfortunate retreat. 

Meantime the gallant Lake was in hot pursuit 
of the Mahrattah Chief, following- . him at the 
rate of twenty-three miles a day. At length by 
marching fifty-three miles in twenty-four hours, 
he came up. on the 17th of November, with the 
enemy under the walls of Furruckabad. The 
Indian horse never could stand a charge in the 
field ; they were routed, 3000 cut to pieces, and 
the rest saved only by the rapidity of th~ir flight. 
Holkar then marched towards Deeg to join the 
remains of his infantry. The British General 
arrived· at that fortress on the 1st of December, 
and determined immediately to undertake the 
siege. Ten days, however, elapsed before the 
battering train could be brought from.Agra, and 
thirteen days more before a breach could be 
effected in a detached work which commanded 
the approach. It was then carried by storm in the 
night of the 23d, and the enemy were so struck 

.. 
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by the daring intrepidity of the British, that 
in the course of the two following ·days, 'they 
~vacuated both the town and fort, and retired 
towards Bhurtpore. 

Holkar was now about to sustain a complete 
reverse of fortune. While the strength of his 
army was broken by recent defeats, his domi:. 
nions, whence he might have drawn fecruits 
and resources, had fallen into the· enemy's pos­
sessiOn. Colonel Wallace from the Deccan, had 
reduced Chandore, and the other strongholds in 
that quarter; while .Colonel Murray, from Guze­
rat, having overrun nearly the whole of Malwa 
and entered Indore, the capital, was already pre-

- paring to intercept his retreat. The only point 
of resistance was Bhurtpore, the Rajah of which .. 
still adhered to his alliance. The reduction of 
that city was therefore considered necessary to 
complete the triumph over this turbulent chief-
tain. This place at first sight did not present a 
very formidable aspect to an army before which 
many of the mightiest bulwarks of India had 
fallen. · 

It was encircled by none of those rugged 
steeps which guarded the approach to other 
native strongholds. The only defence consisted 
in a lofty mud wall~ and a broad ditch not easily 
fordable; and the . .very extent of its mud walls, 
which embraced a circumference of six or eight 
miles, increased the difficulty of defending them. 
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But the Rajah applied himself to its defence 
with the utmost skill and resolution. The king­
dom of the Mahrattahs he observed was in their 
saddle, his was within his ramparts. Hitherto, 
in general, the reduction even of the strongest Attack of 

Bhurtpore, by 
forts had proceeded in a sure and regular course; Lord Lake. 

the trenches were opened, a storming party was 
selected, who forced their way with greater ol' 
smaller loss, and became masters of the place. 
But the defenders of Bhurtpore not only fought 
with the most daring valour: but called into 
action means of defence and annoyance, which 
the English had never elsewhere encountered; 
and for which they were wholly unprepared. 
They rendered the breach impracticable by rais-
ing behind it stockades, and other bulwarks. 
They made the ditch unfordable, and during the 
assault, logs of wood, pots filled with combusti-
bles, and burning cotton bales steeped in oil, 
were ·thrown .upon the ·soldiers. 

In short, the British army were repulsed in 
four successive attempts, sustaining in killed 
and wounded, a loss of 3203 ; greater than had 
occurred in any two battles during this obsti­
nately contested campaign. 

It was now necessary to intermit the opera­
tions of the siege, to repair the losses sustained, 
and to bring forward more adequate means of 
attack. The Rajah, however, apprehensive of 
the final issue, and seeing that his entire down-
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fal must be the consequence of the loss of his 
capital, made very advantageous ov~rtures, in­
cluding the payment of twenty lacs -of rupees as 
the price of peace; while, on the other hand, 
the situation of affairs was such as induced the 
English General, on the lOth of April, to em-

hTRrea~yhwifth brace the conditions, and even to promise in 
t e aJa o · 
Bhurtpore, case of a steady adherence to treaty, the resto­
Aprii1oth, 
tso.:;. ration of the fortress of Deeg. 

Holkar, during the siege, had made many ex­
ertions to interrupt or retard it by movements 
with his cavalry. He partly succeeded ; but a 
large body under Am'eer Khan was entirely de­
feated, and some smaller detachments, whom 
the English overtook, suffered so severely that 
at length they fled at the mere sight of their an­
tagonists. This chief, therefore, after being 
deserted by the Rajah of Bhurtpore, was re­
duced almost to the condition of a fugitive, and 
his situation seemed altogether desperate, 'when 
relief came from an unexpected quarter. Sindia 
had been strongly affected on witnessing the 
commencement· of the war . by Holkar, and the 
brilliant successes of his campaign .. He evi­
dently conceived the idea ·of seizing this oppor­
tunity of retrieving his fortunes. He began by 
raising demands upon the British; he marched. 
his• troops towards their frontier, and when re­
monstrated with, delayed itpon various pretexts 
to withdraw them. At length, when Holkar 
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after the peace made by the Bhurtpore Rajah, 
was retreating in a shattered and reduced con­
dition, he received him into his camp, having 
already committed the almost unprecedented 
outrage of plundering the ·abode, and seizing 
the person of the British resident. 

Lord Lake, as the rainy season now ap­
proached, could not immediatelyfollow the hostile 
chiefs into the heart of their _territories. Their 
power, however, was so completely broken, that 
he entertained no doubt of soon reducing them 
to submission. But the entire system of British 
policy respecting India, underwent at this crisis 
a decided change. 

The vast scheme of conquest, and subsidiary 
alliance, by which Marquis Wellesley had 
studied to place the whole of this Eastern Em­
pire under British control, had excited in the 
mother country a deep sensation. The p~blic 
were to a certain degree dazzled with its splendid 
success; yet a numerous body of politicians e~­
claimed that this course was contrary to all true 
principles of policy; that it formed an intermi­
nable system of war; that the Company, in seat­
ing themselves upon the 'throne of the Mogul, 
and endeavouring to etfect the conquest of all 
Hindostan, had entirely relinquished the b.asis on 
which they had uniformly professed to act. The 
contest with Holkar, breaking out with so formi­
dable an aspect after all the others had closed, 
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gave rise to' painful feelings as to the endless du~ 
ration of Indian hostility. The Company strongly· 
influenced by public opinion, and struck by the 
enormous expenditure in which the cafnpaign 
had already involved them, determined to change 
entirely the system according to which their af· 
fairs were conducted. In place of the Marquis 
Wellesley, they substituted the Marquis Corn­
\"allis. His instructions were, to proceed on 
principles every way opposite to those in opera­
tion ; to conclude peace almost at any price ; to 
form a defensive line . beyond which the British 
interference was not to extend; and to al~ow the 
native powers to treat and fight with each other 
as if they were. situated at the extremity of the 
globe. 

Marquis Wellesley had announced the neces­
sity, from the state of his health, of returning to 
Eur.ope as soon as the contest with Sindia 
and the Rajah of Berar should have been brought 
tq a termination. On learning, however, that 
a rupture with Holkar had taken place, he inti­
mated his willingness to remain, and bring it 
to a close. The views of the Government at 
home were different, and on the 30th of July, 
1805, Marquis Cornwallis arrived at Calcutta. 

On a review of the seven years of the admi­
ni!;tration of the Marquis Wellesley, .it will 
appear that all' the resources of British India 
must have been required to maintain the almost· 
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unceasing state of warfare which that period pre~ 
sen,ts; nevertheless, it is to be lamented that his 
grand designs for the extension of the British . 
power, and subjugation of that of the various 
Mahrattah Chieftains, were not completed, after 
being. so far advanced. According to the ad­
herents of the Wellesley policy, the system pur­
sued by that nobleman was so far advanced 
towards maturity, that only one short effort, of 
easy and assured success, was necessary to place 
all India in a state of tranquillity, and to keep 
down those discordant elements whi~h would 
otherwise lay waste the country. By stop­
ping short of this point, great part of the empire 
was involved in calamity and disorder, and 
the foundation laid for another expensive, and 
even perilous struggle. 

During Lord Wellesley's administration, great 
embellishments, and large additions to the city 
of Calcutta -were made. The present Govern­
ment House, or rather Palace, was built, and 

' . the country residence of Ba~rackpoor might 
have been worthy of the retirement of a Gover­
nor General of India, had the building Lor~ 
Wellesley began been completed. Since Lord 
Cornwallis's first administration no material 
change has taken place in the constitution of 
t4e Company, or in the mode of governing 
their possessions. But it may be interesting 
to point out the means by which their numerous 

1\f 
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vassal states have been· brought, and are still 
retained under their control. 

The first and most efficient of these expedients 
was, to quarter in the territories of an ally, with 
his real, or apparent consent, troops which he 
either took into pay or maintained, contributing 
an adequate sum. · They were understood tQ be 
placed there merely for the purpose of securing 
him from foreign aggression, or the efforts of a 
domestic competitor, but to interfere in no shape 
with the internal government. The presence, 
however~ in the heart of his dominions; of a fo~ce 
decidedly superior to his own in discipliue and 
numbers, placed him, of course, under a silent, 
but real control. This being fully established, 
the next step was to require that, instead of 
money payments, he should cede a portion of 
territory, the revenues of which might defray 
the expense of the subsidiary troops. With 
this was combined, not necessarily indeed, but 
usually, an agreement to intrust the defence of 

. his borders entirely to the Company, and to dis­
continue all political and diplomatic intercourse 

I 

with any other power. The last stage of sub-
jection arrived when he was required "to resign 
the whole administration into the hands of the 
British, and to retain the mere pomp and cir­
cumstance of royalty, supported by a liberal 
allowance of revenue. 

Of these three arrangements, the first was 



163 

often cheerfully acceded to, and_ even solicited 
by the Sovereign when his power appeared in 
danger, either from foreign or domestic enemies. 
No long time elapsed, however, before the yoke 
was painfully felt, both by ruler and people; 
and the second step, consisting in a cession of 
land, could only be brought about by a feeling 
of invincible necessity. After this measure was 
adopted, the government of the Company be­
came, generally speaking, very odious, and 
intrigues were usually formed for the expulsion 
of their agents, which again afforded a pretext 
for employing their power to compel the Prince 
to acquiesce in the third, or final arrangement. 

It is painful to remark, that the divided power 
prevailing under these successive systems, ha~ 

been productive of extensive misgovernment. 
The Rajahs· and Nabobs, secured by a British 
force against any insurrection of the people, 
could defy the~r discontent, indulge in violent 
and tyrannical measures, and gratify their avi­
dity by every means of extortion. The entire 
subjection, therefore, of the Sovereign, afforded, 
in general, a salutary relief to the great body of 
the people. Ever after the successful war, which 
terminated with the capture of Pondicherry, the 
English were the real masters of the Carnatic, 
and held the Nabob as their vassal ; but he 
shewed himself much dissatisfied with his posi­
tion, and contributed very lit~le to their aid in 
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the formidable contests with M ysore. Lord 
Cornwallis, therefore, on opening his grand 
campaign against Tippoo, resolved, as the only 
mode of rendering·the resources of the Carnatic 
available, to insist, that, during the war, it should 
be placed entirely in his possession, a liberal 
provision being made for the Chief, to' whom, 
when peace should return, the Government was 
to be restored. That Prince made all the re­
·sistance in his power ; though he was at length 
compelled to submit. His territories were occu­
pied, but agreeably to treaty, given back at the 
close of the war. This arrangement, however,. 
was found so inconvenient, and the Nabob's con­
duct so little satisfactory, that Marquis Welles­
ley, before opening his final campaign against 
Tippoo, in 1799, resolved to press a new nego­
tiation, by which a certain portion of territory 
should be made over to the Company in f~ll and 
final sovereignty; in consideration of which, the 
entire o.ccupation, formerly stipulated, should 
be dispensed with. The Nabob strenuously op­
posed this proposal, a~d succeeded in delaying 
its fulfilment till the rapid successes of the 
British arms had brought the war to a successful 
termination. He then maintained, that the cir­
cumstances had ceased upon which this new de­
mand was founded. There was discovered, how­
ever, in the archives of Seringapatam, a series 
of letters between this Prince and the Sultan of 
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Mysore, m which the former applied the most 
flattering language to Tippoo, while he men­

. tioned the Allies with disdain, describing the 
English as new-comers, the Nizam as nothing, 
and the Mahrattahs as contemptible. 

The hostile disposition which these .letters ma­
nifested, was not only in accordance with the 
general tenor of his conduct, but arose, perhaps, 
out of his humbled situation. 

Under these impressions, the Governor Gene­
ral direCted .Lord Clive, the Re~ident, to insist 
on carryi!lg into effect the third arrangement, 
by which the Prince was to resign into the hands 
of the English, the entire administration, civil 
and military, of his dominions, and to retire, 
with a liberal provision for himself and family. 

·But when ,Clive received these instructions, 'his 
Highness laboured under so severe an illness as 
made it impossible to communicate them. His 
death followed soon after ; the complaint, and 
the demand founded upon it, were first made. to 
his reputed son, Ali Hussein; a circumstance 
unfavourable to the British, who thus appeared 
disposed to visit the offences of the father upon a 
son who was not even ·accused of participating in 
them.· The young man shewed considerable ir­
r~solution ; he, at one time, gave his consent ; 
but swayed by the advice of his guardial).s, he 
finally met the proposals with a 'positive rejec-
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tion. The Company then looked round for an· 
other branch of the blood-royal, whom the ad­
vantages still attached to the name of N a bub, 
might incline to govern on their own terms. 
They pitched upon Azeen-ul-Dowlah, a nephew 
of the deceased, who, having no other ac­
cess to greatness, was easily induced to accept 
this dignity, even on the unfavourable terms 
upon which it was tendered. A similar arrange­
ment had just been made with the Rajah of Tan­
jore, who retired on a pension, consisting of a 
lac of pagodas, and a third part of the net re­
venues; and hence the English were established 
in the uncontrolled administration, civil and mi­
litary, of the whole Carnatic. 

The Nizam who had long fluctuated between 
a French and British alliance, was, in 1798, 
through the vigorous measures of the Marquis 
Wellesley, compelled to accept the latter, and 
to permit the occupation of his country by a sub­
sidiary force. The overthrow of the house of 
M ysore had the effect of reducing him to a state 
of.complete dependance, of which the Marquis 
took advantage, and required him to cede a large 
extent of territory, including all that he had re-

.ceived on the partition of Tippoo's dominions. 
To this was also annexed the condition, that he 
should intrust all his foreign intercourse to the· 
English. Since that time, although many dis-
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contents have fermented between the two parties, 
affairs have proceeded without any mate~ial 

change in their relative situation. 
The N abobship of Oude, combined with th~ 

nominal, yet still respected title of Vizier, when 
held by the vigorous hands of Sujah Dowla, 
formed one of the most important fragments, into 
which the Mogul Empire had been separated .. 
This chief invited, and even bribed the English, 
with the view of aiding him in the subjection of 
Rohilcund, and in defending himself against the 
Mahrattahs. But under his feeble successor 
Asoph-ul-Dowlah, it was felt that the army of 
occupation at once burthened the finances, and · 
kept the country in real subjection. Continued re­
monstrances were therefore employed to procure 
a reduction of this force; and Mr. Hastings had 
agreed, in consideration of the sum paid outof the 
spoil of the Begums to withdraw a great partof it. 

During the administration of Sir John Shore, 
Asoph-ul-Dowlah died, and his reputed son, 
Vizier Ali, at first succeeded, bnt the Governor 
General, who had proceeded in pers~n to Luck 
now, being convinced of his illegitimacy, em­
ployed the Br.itish power in raising to the throne 
Saadut Ali, eldest survi vip.g brother of Asoph-ul­
Dowlah. Vizier Ali was removed to Benares, 
where, irritated at being dethroned, he attacked 

. and assassinated Mr. Cherry, the English resident, 
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and some ot~er gentlemen. He then fled, but 
his person was afterwards secured. The new 
Nabob, who owed his existence. to the Co~­
pany, was obliged to agree to a treaty by which 
the subsidiary force was to be considerably aug­
mented, with a discretionary power to increase it 
still farther. He soon, however, began to shew 
symptoms of uneasiness under the thraldom to 
which he was thus reduced : and Marquis W el­
lesley thought it advisable to demand that he 
should receive a much larger body of troops, 
and cede fo~ their support, t~e valuable terri­
tories of Rohilcund and the Doab, an arrange­
ment by which he was completely enclosed 
within the British dominions, and separated 
from all the other powers of India. 

Among the acquisitions made by negotiation,. 
that is, by demands which the other parties were 
unable to resist, was that of Surat in 1800, and 
of Furruckabad in 1802, when their respective 
Nabobs were pensioned at the rate of 12,000l. a 

year. 
·On the 30th of July, 1805, Marquis Corn-

wallis arrived at Calcutta, where learning that 
the war was still going on, he determined to 
proceed immediately .into the upper provinces 
and make personal inqui1;y into the state of · 
affairs. In his zeal for the public service, how­
ever, and to fulfil the anxious wish of his coun-
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trymen, he had unde1·taken this duty at_ a pe­
riod when his age and infirmities rendered him 
very unequal to its performance. Under the 
fatigue of the voyage his illness daily increased, 
till on r~aching the village of Ghazeepoor Ol} the· 
Ganges, he was obliged to land,. and after lin-

• 

gering for some time, died on the 5th of October. Dea~h of 
, • • • Marqms Corn-

Havmg been unable to reach h1s destmatwn, wallis, Oct. 

h 'l h' . d 11 h' b d . 1805
• w 1 e IS mm , as we as IS o y, were Im-

paired by indisposition, he had been_ little able 
to receive or consider any fresh information. 
His place was supplied by Sir George Barlow, 
the senior member in CQuncil at the Supreme 
Government, who had reached that station 
through various gradations of service, which he 
had filled with distinction ; but his previous ha­
bits had not accustomed him to take compre­
hensive and statesmanlike views of public in­
terests. Regarding with the deepest respect 
the views· of his predecessor, and considering 
them as supported by the government at home, 
he r~fused to listen to any .arguments, or admit· 
any of the modific~tions suggested by Lord 
Lake. 

That Commander, although he disapproved 
of the new system, finding it was firmly es­
tablished by the supreme power, judiciously 
sought to carry it into effect on th~ most advan~ 
tageous footing. He managed, with great 
address, to draw the first overtures from Sindia-; 
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and as it had been determined to yield all the 
points in dispute, no difficulty was found in the 
conclusion of a treaty on the 23d of Nov. 1805 . 

Holkar, after being deserted by his ally, re­
treated with the wreck of his army into the 
western provinces, to seek refuge among the 
Seiks. They refused to receive him, and being 

· closely pursued by Lord Lake, he would have 
been reduced to extremities, had he not· been 
saved by !he new policy which ·the military· 
commanders were compellt;d ·to observe. No. 
sooner did he ask for peace, than it wa~ granted, 
on terms so advantageous as allowed him to 
regain almost all that he had lost during the 
war. 

Amid this general dissolution of defensive 
alliances, those formed on the grand scale with 
the Nizam, and the Peishwa, necessarily came 
under consideration. The connexion with the 
latter, founded on the treaty of Bassein, and out 
of which the late war had arisen, was described 
by the Company as one which they were desir­
ous to relinquish. Yet even Sir George Barlow, 
when he came ~o consider the proposed mea­
sures, could not but view them as fraught with 
extreme peril. To dissolve the alliance with 
these potentates, and to withdraw the troops 
by which they were at present overawed, would 
have been to relieve the greater part of the 
powers of India from British control, while 
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they were still animated, by the most hostile 
feelings towards her ; it wou~d, in fact, have 
been to lay the foundation of a future confe­
deracy .for her downfal. The Peishw~, like­
wise, notwithstanding his general aversion to 
the English, had motives connected with the 
internal state of his dominions, which made 
him desirous, for the prese~t at least, to claim 
on that ground the fulfilment of the treaty of 
Bassein. 
· Sir George Barlow was succeeded tin 1807 by Arrival ofLord 

• Minto, 1807. 
Lord Mmto, who endeavoured, in his general 
system, to maintain the pacific policy recom­
mended by the Company, without shrinking 
from vigorous, and even hostile demonstra­
tions, when the conduct of the native powers 
appeared to render· these necessary. The great 
states during his· administration retained their 
positions nearly unaltered; but animosities con­
tinued to ferment, which were d~stined to burst 
into a violent tempest, and to involve India 

· afresh in a sanguinary war. 
In the aspect which India at this period ex­

hibited, the most remarkable feature consisted 
in the marauding habits of the people by whom 
so large a portion of it was occupied: A new 
power without any place in the political system, 
was chiefly supported by the roving tribes called 
Pindarees, who carried to an extreme all the 
predatory usages characteristic of Mahrattahs. 



172 

The latter indeed regarded plunder as an essen­
tial part of their policy; still they had a country 
and a home to which they were,fondly attached. 
Their chiefs aimed not merely to enrich them­
selves by booty, but also to attain political 
power. The Pindarees, on the contrary, were 
nothing more than robbers elevated by their 
numbers into armies, and their boast' was, not 
that they were able to encounter disciplined 

. troops, but that they could elude them. If over­
'taken or surprised, the point of honour was who 
could fly swiftest. No barrier arrested them ; 
they .penetrated the closest chain of military 
posts, and found a way even between the divi­
sions of an army drawn up to oppose them. 
Obliged to pass with a celerity almost preter­
natural, and to employ expeditious modes of 
extracting treasure, they inflicted the most mer­
ciless tortures to compel the owners to yield up 
their concealed hoards. Red hot irons were 
applied to the soles of the feet ; oil was thrown 
on the clothes and inflamed ; the head was tied 
into a bag filled with hot ashes and dust. The 
proudest exploit .of a Pindaree was to steal a 
horse ; and this operation was conducted with a 
dexterity· which might put, to shame the most 
skilful o£ their fraternity in Europe. They 
could carry off one from the midst of a crowded 
camp; stretched on their· bellies they crept to 
the spot, and· lay concealed till a favourable 
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moment, when they cut the cords by which the 
horse;s legs were fastened, mounted, and galloped 
off among the bushes with a rapidity that defied 
pursuit. .When an enemy was distant, they 
divided into small parties, moving in a circular 
direction, so as to sweep the whole country. 
:rhe chiefs annually raised their standard on the 
northern bank of the Nerbudda at the termina-· 
tion of the rains, that they might be ready as 
soon as the river should become fordable to 
commence a general movement. 

The Patan and otherMahommedan troops, who 
in the wreck of all the thrones occupi~d by their · 
countrymen, had no longer a sovereign in whose 
service to fight, afforded another source whence 
predatory squadrons were f9rmed and recruited. 
Most of them rallied round Ameer Khan, a bold 
and enterprising chief, who in the last war had 
fought under the banner of Holkar. 

Though Ameer Khan formed a power distinct 
from the Pindarees, he easily attracted large 
bodies of them to any enterprise which promised 
to gratify their. appetite for plunder. Such was 
the expedition which in 1809, he undertook 
against Berar, then governed by an effeminate 
and unwarlike sovereign. He would have suc­
ceeded in subverting that monarchy, had not 
Lord Minto wisely departed from his strictly 
defensive system. 

A strong detachment under Colonel Close 
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was despatched into the territory of N agpore, 
which it was notified to Ali Khan, was under 
British protection. That chief made a bluster­
ing and indignant reply, but was soon, by dif­
ferent circumstances, compelled to retreat into 
Malwa ; and the Governor General, on further 
consideration, gave up the design which he had 
once entertained, of crushing this turbulent, and 
insolent marauder. · 

The arrangements with the Peishwa, mean­
time,. proceeded also in a very unsatisfactory 
manner. That Prince began, indeed, by court­
ing the English, and even soliciting the con­
tinuance of their subsidiarY. force in his terri­
tories; but his object was to regain the control 
which he had almost entirely lost over his 
dominions~ Besides the provinces possessed by 
Sindia and other independent princes, numerous 
districts, especially in the south, had been par­
celled out into jaghires, which, like the Euro­
pean fiefs in the middle ages, were held on the 
mere tenure of homage and military service. 
To make the resemblance more complete, the 
jaghiredars, during the recent period of public 
confusion, had secured for themselves a condi­
tion of almost complete independence. The 
Company felt considerable difficulty when ap­
pli.ed to for aid against these chiefs, with many 
of whom, during the late exigencies, they had 
formed alliances ; but notwithstanding, they 
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agreed to enforce over them the authority of 
the Peishwa, not as an absolute sovereign, but 
as their liege lord. As these proud chiefs1 how­
ever, were little inclined to own even this im­
perfect obligation, they imposed on the Prince 
the frequent necessity of calling upon his allies 
to support his claims, and of declaring their 
possessions forfeit.ed. Thus in a few years, prin­
cipally through the aid or fear of the English, 
he had reduced most of these retainers, and 
enriched his. treasury by extensive confiscation. 
Having completely recovered his power, and pro­
vided the necessary funds, he resolved at once 
to shake off the British yoke, and to re-establish 
his influence over the great feudatories of the 
Mahrattah state. For this purpose he availed 
himself of the services of Trimbuckjee Dainglia, 
a bold, able, but very dissolute minister, raised 
from the lowest ranks, and entirely devoted to 
his master's purposes. 

The British. Resident from the first viewed 
with umbrage the elevation of this personage, 
and was soon brought into direct collision with 
him. The Peishwa, among his other plans of 
aggrandizement, had revived certain ancient 
claims on the Guickwar or Sovereign of Guzerat, 
with whom also the Company had formed a 
subsidiary alliance. As the negotiations on this 
subject became extremely intricate, it was 
agreed that Gungadhur Sastree, the prime mi-
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nister of that state, should repair to the Court 
of Poonah, and endeavour to place tliem on an 
intelligible basis; having, however, previously 
obtained .a safe conduct from the English. From 
being supposed favourable to their interests, as 
well as from some personal causes, he incurred 
the enmity of Trimbuckjee and the Peishwa. To 
gratify this feeling, they prevailed upon him to 
accompany them to Punderpoor, where a religi­
ous festival of peculiar solemnity was to be cele­
brated. After their a~rival Gungadhur, though 
indisposed, was induced to repair to the temple 

. with a few unarmed attendants. On the way cer~ 
tain persons were heard asking, in a whispering 
tone, which was the sastree; to which _it was an­
swered, it that was he who wore the necklace; but 
the question, it was imagined, was prompted by 
me1·e curiosity. The minister, having performed 
his devotions, was returning with a diminished 
e~cort, when severai men, with long. twisted 
cloths used for the purpose, calleg aloud to cl~ar 
the way. The sastree being thus left alone, 
they rushed upon him with drawn swords, and 
quickly pierced him with. numerous wounds. 
Every thing conspired to render it· manifest that 
Trimbuckjee was the author of this daring 
cnme. The assassins had left him in the 

"' temple, whither they were seen ruiming back 
with naked weapons. On the most trivial pre­
texts, however, he declined to submit to any 
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formal investigation. In short, the. inquiries of 
Mr. Elphinstone, the Resident, left no room to 
doubt that he was the direct instigator 9f the 
murder, and had obtained the full consent of 

· Bajee Rao to its perpetration. 
The British Minister, on this emergency, de­

termined to adopt the most decisive measures, 
and, with the view of giving effec.t to the nego­
tiation, ordered the auxiliary force to approach 
nearer to Poonah. The Peishwa, evidently ap­
prehensive of being personally charged with the 
de·ed, evaded, on; various grom:ids, all commu­
nication on the subject. At length, two persons 
in his confidence waited on the Resident, appa­
rently w~th ·a view to sound_ his intentions. Mr. 
Elphinstone allowed them to understand that 
there was no design of fixing the crime upon 
the Peishwa ; indeed, if he made any allusion 
to the rumour of Bajee's guilt, it was with the 
air of entire disbelief, and only to shew the ne­
c~ssity of his disproving it by bringing the rea} 
offender to justice. It was demanded that Trim­
buckjee, who was openly charged with the 
mu'rder, should, with his two principal accom­
plices, be pll';tced in close confinement to awai·t 
a full investigation. The Prince studiously em­
ployed every expedient to save his favourite; 

_sometimes he endeavoured to justify him, and· 
at other times declared it beyond his power to 
effect his arrest. The susp1c1on thus -afforded 

X 
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of a determination to screen the offender, in­
duced the Resident, with the concurren,ce of 
the G?vernor General, to demand that he should 
be delivered into British' custody. This propo­
sal was of course still more revolting to the 
Peishwa, who began to augment his troops; 
and it ":as understood that he was· on the point 
of making common cause with his minister,-to 
fly with him from the capital, and endeavour to " 
1·aise the Mahrattahs against the Company. 
Mr. Elphinstone then considered it indispensa­
ble to order the subsidiary force to march upon 
Poonah; but Bajee Rao, when he sa~ the sword 
about tp be drawn, lost courage, and Trim­
buckjee was delivered into the hands of the 
English. This they considered' an important 
triumph, having long foreseen that they must 
ultimately come to a rupture with this person~ 
who had .shewn a disposition the most evidently 
hostile; yet to have driven him from power, 
merely beca!lse he supported his master's inte­
rests and opposed a foreign influence, would 
have been extremely odious in the eyes of the 
nation. But the crime of Trimbuckjee, being 
aggravated in their view by every possible cir­
cumstance, as being committed on. a Bramin of 
high sanctity and within the precincts of one of 
their holiest shrines, threw a great degree of po­
pularity on the vigorous 'step5 taken by ·the 
Resinent for its punishment. 
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The English cowlucted their prisoner to the 
stJ:-ong fortress of Tannah, in the island of Sal-
sette, and watched him so narrowly that they 
did not admit a single native into the guard. 
This excessive precaution was, perhaps, the very 
circumstance which defeated its own object. 
The vicinity was filled with the minister's adhe-
rents ; and a groom in the service of one of the 
British officers, in passing near the terrace 
where the accused was allowed to walk, chanted 
gaily what was supposed to be a Hindoo song, 
but which really communieated.a plan contrived 
for his escape. Through a s~all gap in the 
wall of the edifice, he reached a stable; and not 
being missed for a few minutes, succeeded in 
crossing the narrow channel which separates Escape of 

S l f h · - H • d' l Trimbuckjee. a sette rom t e contment. e 1mme mte y 
hastened to the Southern districts, where he 
began to levy troops, and raise the whole coun­
try against the English; 

The Peishwa avowed total ignorance of the 
course taken by Trimbuckjee afte~ his escape, 
as well as of the place of his retreat ; and as no 
proof could he obtained of the falsehood of 
these declarations, the good understanding be­
tween the two states was not at first intertupted. 
Bajee's conduct, however, became more and 
more unsatisfactory. , Troops were indeed sent, 
ostensibly to put down the insurrection ; but 
they reported that they could not find an ene· 
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my; and, in fact, they held a friendly commfx­
nication with the very individual whom they 
professed to view in that character. The Bri­
tish Resident learned that the Prince was in 
active correspondence with the insurgents; that 
he had held an interview with Trimbuckjee at 
a village seventeen miles from Poonah; and 
had even forwarded to him liberal supplies of 
money; being at the same time employed in 
military preparations, with the intention, as was 
suspected, of co-operating with him. Secret 
negotiations were also carried on with Sindia, 
Holkar, and other Mahrattah Chiefs, for the pur­
pose of uniting the whole confederation for the 
overthrow of British power. All remonstrances 
relative to these proceedings having been met 
by a positive denial, as well as by a refusal to 
adopt any of the measures demanded as proofs 
of an amicable disposition, it was thought in­
consistent with sound policy to allow this com­
bination to reach maturity. Mr. Elphinstone 
ordered the subsidiary force to advance upon 
Poonah, and gave notice to the Peishwa, that 
hostilities would commence within twenty-four 
hours, unless three of his strongest fortresses, 
Singurh; Rayree, and Poorundur, should be 
provisionally placed in the hands of the Eng­
lish, and assurance given that within a month, 
Trimbuckjee would again be delivered up. 
Bajee Rao delayed some time to g1ve anY, an-

• 
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~er ; at length, with that infirmity of purpose 
,which usually appeared in the hour of danger, 
he agreed unconditionally to all these terms. 
The fortresses were surrendered, and a price set 
on the head of the minister. Still the Resident 
gave warning, that these concessions could not 
be considered as final ; that the Peishwa had . . 
forfeited the confidence of the Company, and 
could not expect the treaty of Bassein to be 
renewedt unless under modifications, the extent 
of which must depend upon the next despatch 
from the Governor-General. A?cordingly it was 
soon after announced, that amicable relations 
could only be restored on the following. terms : 
-That the subsidiary force should be aug­
mented by 5000 horse, and 3000 infantry, for 
the maintenance of which, territories yielding a 
revenue of 34 lacs of rupees must be ceded ; 
that in this cession the strong city of Ahmed­
nugger should be included; that his Highness 
should renounce the character of head of the 
Mahrattah confederacy, and cease to hold direct 
communication with an._Y of the native powers. 
These severe conditions the Peishwa sought by 
every effort 'to mitigate or elude ; but as the 
Resident remained _inflexible, i treaty to this 
effect was signed on the 13th June, 1817. 

In carrying on the narrative of the transactions Arri~al of • 
Marqms of 

at Poonah, we have been. led beyond the com- Hastings. 

mencement of the administration of the Marquis 
of. Has~ings,. who arrived in India in the end of 
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the year~ 1813. In that year, on the 22d(~f 

March, the House of Commo!ls resolved itself 
into a committee to consider the. petition of the 
EasL India Company for a renewal of their 
Charter. Evidence :was heard at the bar of the 
House, the minutes of which, with that delivered 
before the House of Lords, form two large quarto 

h 
Rcenewal ?r volumes, and contain much interesting informa­

e ompany s 
:harter, pas- tion on the affairs of India and the com-
~w~ ' . 

merce with that country, and with China. On · 
the 16th of June, leave was granted to bring in 
a bill for continuing the possession, government, 
and management of the. territorial acquisitions. 
in the East Indies to the Company. The report 
was brought up on the first of July, when- it was 
moved to limit the term as to the China trade to 
ten, instead of twenty years, which was negatived 

. by sixty-nine to twenty-nine. The third reading 
took place on 'the 13t~1 of July, and the bill 
received the royal assent on the 21st of July, 
-1813. 

In the same year, a most important change 
took place in the pri11ciples, upon which the 
trade with India had been conducted for upwards 
of two centuries. The negotiations for a re­
newal of the Company's exclusive privileges com­
menced in the year 1808. The arguments ad­
vanced by their executive body, in support of the 
system which had so long prevailed, are to be 
found in the voluminous correspondence which 
was carried on between His Maj.esty's Ministers, 
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~ the Court of Directors, up to the time when 
the· act of the. 53d George III. cap. 155; was 53rd Georg 

III. c. L55, 
passed, opening to the public the trade with pass.e.d,openiu 

the lrade to 
India, unQ.er certain restrictions as to the size of India. 

the ships employed in it, which were not to. be of 
less burthen than 350 tons; to be furnished with . 
a license,· and in the first instance, to touch in 
the outward voyage at a principal settlement, 

. unless a specilllicense had been obtained to pro-
ceed direct to a minor port. . 
· By this .act, the China trade.is reserved to the 

Company, until three years' notice given by 
Parliament, any 'time after the lOth of April, 
1831, and upon the discharge of the debt due to 

·the Company: the Company, however, conti- The Com­
pany empowet 

nuing an incorporated body, and enjoying the ed by t~is Ac1 
· to contmue a1 

right of trading, as granted to them by the 9th incorporat~d 
. • • body, to enJOY 

and lOth of Wilham III., 33rd George III., and their original 
' rights of trad( 

by the 53rd George III. c. 155. 
In the 20th clause of this act a power was re­

served to the Legislature for authorizing further 
extension of private trade, during the further 
term granted to the Company. By this act 
heavy penalties are imposed upon any British 
subject who shall proceed to India witho:ut 
license from the Court of Directors, or Board of 
Control. 
. The restrictions on private trade, imposed by 
53rd George III. c. 155, have been since much 
relaxed by the 4th of Ge.orge IV. c. 80. 
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By the 53rd George III. c. 155, it is provid(j, 
that the revenues arising from territorial ~cqui-
sitions in India, are to be applied. ' 

Section 55.-1 st. In maintaining .f9rces. 
2d. In payment of the interest of debt. 
3d. In defraying the expenses of establish­

ments, civil, and commercial. 
4th. In liquidation of the territorial debt ; .and 

of the bond debt at home; or fur such other 
purposes as the Directors and Board may thiuk 
fit. 

Section 5?.-A sum equal to the payments 
made in England from the Commercial Funds, 
on account of territorial charges, may be ad­
vanced out of the revenue in India, for the ex-· 
penses of the investment. 

Section ·57 .-The commercial profits of the 
Company are to.be applied, . 

1st. In paying bills of exchange accepted. 
2d. In providing for the current payment of 

other debts (the principal of the -bond debt ex­
cepted) with their interest, and of the commer­
cial outgoings, charges, and ·expenses. 

3rdly. In payment of a dividend of ten and 
a half per cent. 

4th. In reduction of India debt, on bon_d debt 
at home. 

~ection 58.--The profits are not liable to ter­
ritorial charges, till after the dividend has been 
provided for, except to ,hills, and certificates for 
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value received in India. If the ho'me funds are 
insufficient, after the dividend has been paid; to 
discharge the bills drawn for interest of Indian 
debt, the deficiency is to be paid as Parliament 
shall direct. If, in any year, the commercial pro­
fits are insufficient, the dividend may be made 
good out of the surplus territorial revenue. . 

By the Charter of King William, granted in 
1698, the Company are required to maintain an 
ecclesiastic~l establishment in India ; chaplaiJs 
had accordingly been nominated by the Court . 
of Directors to their several Presidencies, and to 
their Factory in China. 
Am~mg the resolutions submitted by Lord 

Castlereagh to the House of Coinmons, in 1813, 
there was one declaring it to be expedient that 
the Church Establishment in the British terri­
tories in the East Indies, should be placed under 
the superintendence of a Bishop, and three 
Archdeacons; and that adequate provisiOn 
should be made from the territorial revenues of 
India for their maintenance. It was at the same 
time remarked, that provision ought to be made 
for the maintenance of some members of the 
Scotch Church. On an assurance that every 
disposition would be shewn by the East India 
Company to support the Scotch Church in 
India, the proposed resolution was agreed to. 
The 49th and four following sections of the 53 49th Section 

• of 53 Geo. lll, 
Geo. III. cap. 155, were accordmgly passed, c. 15.'>, passed. 
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providing, that should his Majesty be pleased 
by his letters-patent, ·under the gre~t Seal, to 

e~a~f:~zri~~ erect, found, and constitute one Bishoprick for 
India, t8l3. the whole of the British territories in the East 

Indies, and three Archdeaconries, certain sala-
ries should be paid out of the Indian revenue at a 
specified rate of exchange, to commence from the 
time the parties respectively take upon them 
tpeir several offices. 

L~ttersd-pa-d The letters-patent were accordinglv issued 
tent 1ssue , 2 u 

May,_ t~J4, on the2dof May, 1814, by which the British ter-· 
constltutmg a . 
Bishop's See ritories in India, were constituted, and ordained 
in India, and _ . 
3_ Archdeacon- to be a Bishop's See, to be called the Bishop-. 
nes. • rick of Calcutta; and to be subject a'nd subor-

dinate to the Archiepiscopal See of Canterbury, 
in the same man:r;J.er as any Bishop of any See 
within the province of Canterbury. And for 
aiding the Bishop, an Archdeaconry was esta­
blished at the thre~ Presidencies of Fort 
William, Fort St. George, and Bombay, subject, 
find-subordinate the Bishop's See. -

The Marquis of Hastings soon indicated a 
disposition to J,'esume the more active scheme of 
government so ably pursued by the Marquis 
Wellesley. He appeared resolved to suppress 
the growing power of the predatory associations, 
to renew the alliances with the Rajpoot and 
other minor Chiefs, and generally to establish 
the control of the English over the Indian 
states. His attention, however, was for a time 
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drawn off by movements in a new,. and some~ 
what unexpected quarter. 

The extensive region which slopes downward Rupture with 
Nepaul. 

from the summit 9f Himmaleh to the plain of 
Hindostan has always been occupied by fierce 
and warlike tribes. Being, however, as for­
merly described, broken into a number of nar-
row valleys separated by steep and lofty ridges, 
it h~ been parcelled out among various indepen-
dent chiefs, never before unit~d in such a way 
as to prove dangerous to the central kingdom's. 
Lately, however, the Gorkhas, a rude but brave 
race of men, led by· a warlike commander, had 
conquered the valleys of N epaul, the finest • 
which intersect the magnificent range of the 
Himmaleh. Thither they transferred the seat 
of their gove~nment, and having by a skilful 
policy conciliated the neighbouring princes, had 
made this acquisition a step to farther conquest. 
They accordingly proceeded to subdue .different 
chiefs, till the.ir territory extended above 800 
miles in length, and comprehended nearly the 
whole mountain-region of Northern India. They 
then cast a longing eye over the wide plain that 
spreads beneath, covered with all the riches of 
tropical cultivation, and capable of affording an -
ample revenue. Being generally superior to 
the native troops, both i!l- courage and disci­
pline, they might perhaps in favourable circum­
stances have founded an empi_re equal to that of 
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Aurengzebe. They had, however, to encounter 
not the fallen fragments of Mogul greatness, nor 
the loose squadrons of Mahrattah horse, but the 
disciplined strength of that new power which 
had become paramount in Hindostan. The Bri­
tish, by the numerous victories gained in the 
last war, had extended their boundaries along 
nearly the whole line of ~this mountain-domain. 
The Gorkhas, on seeing their career 

0
thus 

checked, hesitated for some time whether they 
should commit themselves against so formidable 
an adversary. Meanwhile they appropriated 
certain small portions of territory,. on which, by 

o the vague tenures prevalent in that country, 
they might found some an~ient claim. Re­
peated complaints being made, they at length 
agreed that deputies from' either side should 
meet in order to examine and decide the pre­
te:J?sions to the land in dispute. The commis­
sioners assembled ; but those of N epaul, it is 
.alleged, shewed a singular insensibility to the 
clearest proof of the total absence of all right 
on their part to the favoured spots of which 
tl1ey had taken possession; and even wl~ere they 
were obliged to yield, the supreme authority 
evaded or retracted its s~nction. At length the 
Governor General, considering the claim to a 
particulai' district most clearly established, sent 
a detachment, which. provisionally occupied it, 
till these endless discussions should terminate. 
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. The N epaulese qid iwt at first oppose this move~ 
ment; but as soon as the troops had retired 
during the unhealthy season, leaving only a 
small post to guard the frontier, they advanced 
in force and drove out the party, of whom seve­
ral were killed and wounded. After this there 
was no longer room to hesitate as to the imme­
diate necessity of warlike operations. 

Ameer Sing, the able and enterprising com- .checks sus-
• tamed by tbe 

mander. of the N epau~ese, on grounds whiCh it English. ' -

seems impossible fully to understand or justify, 
0 . 

had taken post on the western extremity of · 
their conquests. Lord Hastings, who, in 1814, 
sent into the field a force of 30,000 men, avail-
ing himself of the position assumed by the 
enemy, formed the plan of enclosing his army, 
and cutting it off from the central territories. 
Generals Ochterlony and Gillespie, at the head 
of their respective divisions, marched; the one 
to attack Ameer in front, the other_ to occupy 
the passes by which he might effect his retreat. 
The latter speedily penetrated into the Deyra 
Dhoon, one of the finest valleys which diversify 
the Himmaleh, and the main channel of com­
munication between the Eastern and Western 
districts. Somewhat unexpectedly he found · 
this passage commanded by the fortress of Ka­
lunga, or N alapanee, rendered fo;midable, not 
by artificial bulwarks, but by its position on the 
top of a hill, where it could only be approached 
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through a thick and entangled jungle. That 
gallant officer, however, perceiving that this 
post formed the key of the territory, hesitated 

·not to attack it. He divided his army into four 
detachments, who, advancing from different 
points, were to meet at the summit, and engage 
in a common assault. Such a plan is at first 
view imposing; yet it appears founded on false 
principles, and "in practice is likely to prove ex­
tremely perilous. The chances are many, that 
the different corps will not all reach their ~sti: 
nation at the same moment ; and if one arrive 

I 

before the others, it will have to encounter the 
undivided attack of the enemy's force. Such 
was the case now ; one division, making their 
way through every difficulty, arrived in front of 
Kalunga before they could be supported by the 
rest of the army. The General then came up, 
and seeing his troops. thus exposed to the ~hole 
fire of the besieged, led them at once to the 
assault, hoping, with this corps alone, to carry 
th~ place. They accor~ingly dislodged the out­
posts, and arrived under the very walls; but 
were twice driven back by showers of grape­
shot, arrows, and destructive missiles peculiar to 

·Indian warfare. Gillespie, however, determin­
ing to carry th~ fort, or die, placed himself at 
the head of the storming-party, and cheered 
them on, waving his hat, and pointing with his 
·sword to the gate. At this moment a ball 
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pierced his heart,-he fell ; and all hopes of Death of 
, Major General 

success were at once ·abandoned. The arnval Gillespie. 

of another division served only to cover the re-
treat of the former. Colonel Mawbey, how- . 
ever, who succeeded to the command, felt 
deeply the importance that this first and great 
military operation should not be finally abor;. 
· tive. But he was obliged to delay his meditated 
attack on that obstinate stronghold till a bat-

. tering-train was pro~ured from Delhi. Three 
days afterwards a breach was effected, and an 
a·ssault commenced, under the command of 
Major Ingleby; but the resolute defence, and 
formidable fire of the garrison, again baffled 
every effort. The batteries, however, continued 
to play, till the walls, which were by no means 
lofty, were reduced almost to a heap of ruins ; 
and the natives then evacuated the place which 
they had so gallantly d<=;_fended. General, Mar~ 
tindale, who now took the command, advanced 
to attack the enemy stationed at the strong fort 
of Jytuk; but here again the British troops, 
through their too impetuous valour, were thrown· 
into confusion, and obliged to fall back with 
considerable loss. At the same time, the army 
which was attempting to penetrate direct into 
N epaul, through the district of Sarun had two 
of its detachments surrounded and cut off; so 
that operations on that side were completely 
paralysed. 



These events produced an alarming sensation 
at Calcutta; while they were received with the 

. highest exultation in all the native courts, which 
were watching for an opportunity to effect the 
downfal of British power in India. Movements 
were made by Sindia and other princes, which 
seemed to call for an increase. of the corps of 
observation stationed in their territories. Yet 
the Marquis of Hastings judiciously considered, 
that to obtain some decisive success over the 
N epaulese, and compel them to sue for peace, 
was the only mode by which the evil could be 
remedied. He, therefore, augmented and con..: 
centrated his force on the theatre of war. Ge­
neral Ochterlony, hitherto checked by the losses 
of the division that was to act in· combination 
with him1 began vigorous 'operations on the 
offensive. He had already compelled Ameer 
Sing to retire from the heights of Ramghur to 
those of Malown, which were also exceedingly 
strong. He had likewise reduced Ramghur, 
Bellaspore, and the other fastnesses, which com-

. manded this mountain-region. At the same 
time the province of Kemaoon being left un­
protected, a detachment was sent under Colonel 
Nicolls, who besieged, and, on the 25th April, 
1815, took Almora, its capital. Ameer, being 
now closely confined to his fortified post at Ma­
lown, was obliged to capitulate, though on ho­
nourable terms, being allowed to join the main 
army with the troops under his charge. 
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The Government of N epaul were so deeply 
discouraged by these reverses, that notwith­
standing the opposition of several · Chiefs, and 
particularly of Ameer Sing, who proposed even 
to' seek support from. the Emperor of China, 
they determined to open a negotiation. The 
terms demanded by Lord Hastings were high, 
including the cession of all the provinces con­
quered in the West, and also of the Teraee or 
Tarryani, the border of jungle which extends 
along the base of the mountains. This la~t ar­
ticle formed the chief obstacle to the treaty, not 
so much on account of the actual value of the 
territory, as because most of the principal Chiefs 
at Court had assignments of land in it, from 
which they derived their income. The Mar­
quis, considering the point to be of little conse­
quence, had made up his mind, and given di­
rections that it should not stand in the way of 
the treaty, Unluckily the Nepaulese ·ambassa­
dors had agreed to the terms and signed them, 

. bnt when tran~mitted for ratification, the Court 
was induced on the above grounds, to refuse it~ 
consent. In such circumstances, there appeared 
no longer·: ropm for the intended· concession ; 
and no opt~on was left but the renewal of war. 
This was attended with considerable inconve­
picnce, since~ P.-tonfident expectation of peace, 
the· prepatatio11s had not only been relaxed, but 
e~('it pa.H of.~t? .military stores sold off; how-
..... .. ' '· ~· .. ·,·( :.-~,_ .·= 0 

• ... ) ~~!'('~' ...... ..t~< ..• 
• < • 
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Nepaul war ever, extraordinary exertions were made, and 
renewed. 

the army, in January, 1816, was again ready to 
take the field. 

The enemy had intrenched themselves in the 
strong pass of Chereea-Ghatee, which formed 
the entrance into their mountain-territory ; but 
General Ochterlony, by a skilful though labo­
rious march, turned this position, and pene­
trated to Muckwanpoor, in the vicinity of which 
they had erected several forts and stockades .. 
Two successive defeats convinced them of the 
vanity of their attempt to contend with British 
troops; they made overtures for a fresh negotia­
tion, in which all the points in dispute were 
yielded ; and in March a definitive treaty was 
concluded. The Governor-General was then 
with a good grace able to grant, as a matter 
of favour, most of the districts for the posses­
sion of which they had been so extremely 
solicitous. 

The contest with N epaul having been brought 
to a successful termination, the Marquis of Hast­
ings turned his views to that new system of po­
licy, which he was desirous to establish with 
regard tothe central powers of India. It con­
sisted partly in the renewal and extension of 
subsidiary alliances with the native princes, 
partly in t~e extirpation of the predatory states 
which had arisen in the heart of the empire. 
In the former view, overtures from Bhopal, 
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when threatened Ly Sindia and the Rajah ?f 
Berar, were at first well received; but, amid 
the distractions occasioned by the Nepaul con­
test, it became necessary that they should be 
courteously evaded.. A negotiation was opened 
with the Rajpoot Prince of Jyepore, who had 
made heavy complaints of having, in 1806, 
been deserted by the English, and exposed 
to the depredations of the Holkar family and 
other plundering tribes. The treaty 'for some 
time proceeded with promptitude ; but, the 
very knowledge that he was about to be sup- , 
ported by the English having overawed his 
enemies and averted the present danger, the 
deep-rooted jealousy always cherished by the 
native sovereigns respecting the admission of 
foreign troops soon revived. A powerful party 
exclaimed against the ministers by whom the· 
tl~eaty was conducted, as betrayers of their 
country; and they thought it expedient, by ad­
vancing conditions that were inadmissible, to 
prevent its final conclusion. 

'This disappointment was compensated by· a Treaty with 
Berar. 

more fo'rtunate occurrence in another quarter. 
Raghojee Bhonslay, Rajah of Berar, died, leav-
ing a son, Pursajee, so infirm, ~th in mind 
and body, as to be incapable of maintaining 
even the semblance ·of royalty. In tllese cir­
cumstances, A ppa Saheb, his cousin, and ~lso 

presumptive heir, assum~d the authority of Re-



I 

196 

gent, to which he seemed to possess a legitimate 
claim. Another Chief, however, Dhurmajee 
Bhonsla, having formed a po;wer:ful party, ren­
dered it doubtful whether Appa would be able 
to maintain himself without foreign aid. The 
latter, therefore, made overtures to the British 
for· a subsidiary alliance, coupled with the con­
dition of supporting him in the administration. 
This, in the present temper of the Councils at 
Calcutta, was most readily granted. The stipu­
lated force was to consist of six battalions of in­
fantry and one regiment of cavalry, partly at­
tached to the Regent's person; for the mainte­
nance of which the annual amount of 7k lacs 
of rupees was to be received in money-pay­
ments, instead of the invidious mode of territo­
rial cession. This treaty, according to Mr. 
Prinsep, was viewed at Calcutta with the highest 
exultation, as an arrangement by which the 
state of Berar was finally detached from the 

' Mahrattah confederacy, and fixed in the British 
interests; and not as what it really was, namely, 
a mere expedient for the attainment of personal 
objects, and to be thrown aside as soon as these 
were accomplished. 

The occuretion of Berar afforded great facili­
ties for operations against the predatory powers, 
whose main rallying-point was in Malwa, a 
hilly tract to the northward of the N erbudda. 
The Governor General, however, had not yet ob-
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' tained ·permission to root them out of that strong 
country, and wa_s obliged to content himself 
with drawing a cordon along the southern bank 
ofthe Nerbudda, by which he hoped to prevent 
them from penetrating into the Deccan. Un­
fortunately for themselves, Cheetoo and other 
Chiefs had at this time acquired a considerable 
increase of strength. They had been left for 
several years nearly unmolested; and had even 
received secret assurances of support from the 
principal Mahrattah Chieftains, who were me7 

. ditating a fresh attempt, with the aid of the 
\ Pindarees, to subvert the ascendancy of Britain. 

They were, however, considerably alarmed by 
• the appearance of the force stationed on the 

N erbudda; but seeing it remain inactive, while 
they themselves had mustered 23,000 cavalry, 
they conceived it possible to penetrate at some 
point the extended line along which the English 
were posted. Accordingly with 10 000 hor.se-· Inr~ads of 

' ' the Pmdarees, 
men, they crossed on the extreme right :with 
such rapidity, that our infantry were unable 
either to arrest or overtake them. They then 
separated into two lubhurs or plundering bands, 
one of which proceeded due south into the ter­
ritory of the Nizam, and reached the banks of 
the Godavery. The other marched. eastward, 
and entered the Company's territory of Ganjam, 
where, in the course of twelve days the preced­
ing year, they had killed and wounded nearJy 
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700 persons, and carried off or destroyed pro­
perty to the value of lOO,OOOl. A third party 
crossed at Burhanpoor, and overran the terri­
tory of the Peishwa to some distance beyond 
Poonah. . 

The Pindarees had thus eluded the regular 
force appointed to check their inroad : yet 
though they were still liable to be attacked by 
several detached corps that were scouring the 
country in different directions, they never sta­
tioned sentries, or took any similar precaution 
against an evil to which they were always ex­
posed. While the large body who had reached 
the Godavery were delibei·ating on their future 

The Pinda- course, M;:tjor M'Dowal, with a body of light · 
rees surprised h dl h 
and defeated. troops, came upon t em so ,unexpecte y, t at 

they had received a discharge of fire-arms ,be­
fore almost a mim of them was mounted ; and 
they were obliged to fly, abandoning nearly all 
their horses and booty. One bold Chieftain, 
with 260 troopers, crossed the Peninsula, swept 
along the western shore, and ascending the 
Tuptee, reached his horne with less indeed than 
half his origin,al number, but all of them carry­
ing in their saddles a rich booty. Major Lush­
ington again, learning that the other party had 
passed Poonah, made a march of fifty; miles, 
carne upon. them while busied in cooking, and 
gave them so complete a defeat that only a few 
escaped. In Ganjam, too, they met with seve-
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ral surprises, in one of which Lieutenant Borth­
wick beat up their camp with only fifty men. 
They abanrloned their attempt to penetrate into 
the territory of Cuttack ; and learning that a 
plan was formed to intercept their return, they 
endeavoured to effectltiheir object by a circuitous 
route through Bundelcund, in the course of 
which Colonel Adams and other officers inflicted 
upon them very severe losses. 

Although this campaign had been in some 
measure successful and even triumphant, it af-. 
forded reason to apprehend that India could · 
never be secure from the inroad of these marau­
ders, so long as they should have a place of 
secure retreat. Upwards of 30,000 troops had 
been employed against them, a number ade­
quate to a regular war on the greatest scale, 
and involving an immense expe'nditure ; yet 
they had penetrated through a strong line of 
defence, while their subsequent f~ilure was oc­
casioned only by a~ undue security, which they 
would probably learri to correct. The permis­
sion granted by the Government at home to 
prosecute the war against them was far from 
being unlimited ; but the ·Marquis truste'd that 
ihe events which had occurred during this cam­
paign, and the success which he hoped would 
still attend his measures, would secure for him 
the sanction of the Company. 

A bout the middle of the year 1817, the Go-
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vernor-General put in motion the most nume­
rous and efficient army that had ever, perhaps, 

Ho.stile pre· taken the field in India. Its entire amount is 
paratlons. 

estimated at about 81,000 infantry and 10,000 
cavalry; of which 75,000 advanced from the 
Deccan and Guzerat, and 34;000 from Bengal 
through Hindostan Proper. To the corps from 
the Deccan were attac4ed 13,000 irregular 
cavalry, and to that from Bengal 10,000 of the 
same force, many of them good troops. The 
main body of the Bengal army, under the im­
mediate command of the Marquis of Hastings, 
assembled at Secundra, and proceeded to cross 
the Jumna near Calpay. Another corps was 
instructed to pass that river at Agra ; while two 
smaller divisions were to act on the flanks, and 
to connect this with the other armies. The 
Deccan Jorce was to advance in two divisions 
under Generals Hislop an·d Sir John Malcolm;. 
Colonel Adams led the regiments from Berar, 
while Generals Doveton and Smith took post in 
the rear, ready either to supp_ort the main body, 
or crush any commotion that might arise at 

, Poonah or Nagpore. General Keir meantime 
led the army of Guzerat into Malwa. All these 
divisions formed a complete circle around the 
Pindaree positions, closing in upon them as 
upon a common centre. This system of tactics, 
which in contending with disciplined forces is 
accompanied with the danger. that the enemy, 
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availing P.imself of his central position, may suc­
cessively attack and beat the different corps ad­
vancing against him, was attended with no such · 
hazard when directed against troops who never 
encountered an adversary in pitched battle1 

whose sole aim was escape, and to whom flight 
was victory. It was by such a movement only 
that they could be enclosed and finally crushed. 

Ther~ was one circumstance attending this 
• campaign which could not be regarded without 
some degree of alarm, namely, that i~ led our 
army into the territories of princes who'viewed 
with the most rancorous jealousy the height to 
which the British power had now attained .. 
All of them saw i~ its success the downfal of 
their own ambitious hopes, anrl even of their 
independence, and anxiously watched the fa­
vourable moment for striking a blow. Even the 
Courts of Nagpore and 'Hydrabad, notwithstand­
ing the treaties by which they professed to' be· 
bound, could not by any means be relied upon. 
But the Pindaree war was to be carried on in 
the dominions of Sindia and Holkar, the most 
deadly foes to the British name. Of the former 
Sir John Malcolm justly observes, that he never 
could be expected to forget the loss of empire 
sustained through Britain : " All his habits, his 
prejudices, his wishes, are against us ; we have 
nothing in our favour but his fears. His faith 
and his promises cannot be relied -on for a 
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moment." It appears indeed that Cheetoo, the 
principal leader of the Pindarees, had made 
urgent applications to be merely allowed a place 
where his family might be secured fr.om dan­
ger; adding, "from it my heart may be set at 
ease, and I may face the English with c~mfi­

dence. Then for once, by the blessing of God 
and the fortune of the exalted, the tumult shall 
be spread to the environs of Calcutta, the whole 
country shall be consigned to ashes, and to such • 
distress shall they be reduced, that the acconnts 
will not fail to reach you; but at present this 
must be delayed for want of a place of refuge." 
To this Sindia's ministers replied, that they 
could not take such a step without an immediate 

·rupture with the British Government; but that 
Cheetoo might depend on their utmost aid in 
secret. In these circumstances Lord Hastings 
considered it indispensable, before le:;tving Sin­
dia's dominions behind him, to extort his con­
sent to such a treaty as might withdraw from 
him the means of a hostile interposition in the 
approaching conflict. Captain Close, the Resi-

. Tr.eaty with dent at Gwalior, was instructed to demand that 
Smdta. 

he should place his troops entirely at the dispo-
sal of the British Government ; that he should 
furnish a contingent of 5000 horse, and supply 
funds out of which they might be supported ; 
finally, that he should provisionally deliver up 
the forts of Hindia and Asseerghur, on which 
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'to save his honour, his flag would continue to 
fly. There was even to be a private under­
standing, that while the·contest lasted he should 
not qui~ hi3 capital. Sindia manifested the 
most violent opposition, first to the English en­
tering his d~minions at all, and then to the 
terms attached to that movement ; nor was it 
till Lord Hastings from one quarter, and Gene­
ral Donkin from another, were each within a 
day's march of his frontier that the treaty was 
reluctantly signed. 

A negotiation was next opened with Ameer Treaty with 
AmeerKhan. 

Khan, and, as he was a principal member of 
the confederation, it was made a primary article 
that he should disband the whole of his· turbu­
lent corps. This demand was severe, for he 
would thereby lose that on which his importance 
and power had been entirely founded. In 
return he was offered the guarantee of the terri­
tories held by him under grants from Holkar, 
and of which his tenure was otherwise very pre­
carious. Having submitted to the terms, the 
treaty was signed by his agent at Delhi, on con­
dition that a month should be al~owed previous 
to ratification ; but the stipulated period had 
elapsed, and a British army had enclosed him 
on each side, before he would affix his name to 
it. His troops being then disbanded, he seemed 
thenceforth to place his hopes of aggrandizement 
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solely m the English alliance, and cordially 
exerted himself in promoting its objects. 

The Pindaree chiefs could not view this Im-
. mense force, especially when it bega~ to close 
in around them, without the deepest alarm. 
\Vhile the rainy season yet suspended opera­
tions, they held frequent conferences on the state 
of their affairs. Their only hope, they were 
convinced, was to quit their present haunts and 
seek a temporary home in some remote quarter 
of India. But it was difficult to find a secure 
place in which to deposit their property and 
families; for even amid their wandering life 
they were still susceptible of the strongest domes­
tic attachq1ents. This embarrassment and the 
violent dissensions which had long reigned be­
tween their two principal heads, Kurreem and 
Cheetoo, caused them to break up without hav­
ing formed any fixed plan. The invading ar­
mies began to move as soon as the rains had 
abated, and while the swelling of the rivers 
might yet impede the rapid movements of their 
adversaries. 

· ~ppearance The opening of the campaign, meantime, was 
of Cholera. 

retarded by two very unexpected circhmstan~es. 
The first was the appearance in the main army 
of that terrible epidemic, usually denominated 
cholera spasmodica, which; after .spreading deso­
lation and dismay throughout India, and occa-
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sioning a very serious loss of life in the easteri1 
parts of Europe, has at length penetrated into 
Britain, and entered the capitals both of England 
and Scotland. In its first progress, it struck 
the world as a new and unheard-of visitation ; 
but further researches have established, that the 
sam'e disease has from time to time appeared in 
the East. Ancient writings, in the lang'uage of 
Southern India, describe it very distinctly under 
the names of Sitanga or Vishuchi. Extensive 
ravages are represented to have been committed 
by it in Bengal in 1762; in a division of troops 
which in 1781 were marching through the dis­
trict of Ganjam ; and in 1783, during the annual 
festival at Hurdwar. In 1787, a malady, the 
symptoms of which clearly establish its identity, 
prevailed at V ell ore and Arcot on the coast of 
Coromandel. It had not, however, during a 
long period, assumed any formidable shape, and 
in the comprehensive tables published by the 
medic·al board at Madras: the column for cho­
lera spasr_nodica in 1815 and the two following 
years exhibits nearly a continued blank. 

This disorder first shewed itself, in Aug. 1817, 
in the zillah of Jessore, about 60 miles north~ 

east of Calcutta, in the marshy districts which 
form the Delta of the Ganges. The whole of the 
tract extending along the lower course of that 
river is intersected by numberless branches of 
its· stream, whence are derived canals and tanks 
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that diffuse the be1-iefit of irrigation almost to 
every feld. These artificial channels, however, 
are often in bad repair, and filled with stagnant 
water, while even the river itself at certain sea­
sons has not current sufficient to preserve its 

. salubrious qualities. Added to this, the extreme 
violence of the heat in summer, and of the rains 
in winter, render the whole of this part of Bengal 
liable to fevers and other climatic disorders. 
When any of these atmospheric phenomena oc­
cur in an extraordinary degree, and especially 
when, by injuring the cultivated fields, they 
render the grain scarce and bad, epidemics of 
the most malignant description are frequently 
generated. The years 1815 and 1816 were 
'distinguished by very striking peculiarities of 
season and weather. In the May of the latter 
year, the heat became most intense, the ther­
mometer rose to 98 degrees in the shade, and 
various persons, both European and native, 
fell down dead in the streets. A deficiency in 
the periodical rains was also apprehended till 
the beginning of September, when there poured 
down a complete deluge, causing a more exten­
sive inundation than was recoJlected by the old­
est inhabitant. This was followed by attacks 
of low typhus fever, and of a malignant sore 
throat,- a disorder formerly unknown in that 
region, but believed on this occa~ion to be con­
tagious. 
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The year 1817 was from the first uncommonly 
moist, and the regular rains began on fhe 25th 
May, about three weeks before the usual period. 
They fell to a depth greater by one-third than 
in ordinary years ; so that, before the middle of . 
August, nearly the whole district composing the 
Delta of the Ganges was one sheet of water. It 
was during the distempere,d state of the air 
thus produced, that the malignant cholera broke 
forth on a scale hitherto quite unprecedented. 
The disease, either in its common or violent form, 
·appeared nearly at the same time in different parts 
of Bengal. But it was in Jessore, situated in 
the tract called the Sunderbunds, filled with 
thick jungle and surrounded by stagnant waters, 

- that it assumed its most alarming aspect. At · 
Calcutta, during· the month of August,· many 
cases of common cholera had occurred ; but at . -

the beginning of September it appeared in that 
city under its most malignan~ type_; though 
whether it was imported from Jessore, or rose 
spontaneously under similar circumstances, is a 
question not yet decided. It spared Europeans 
for a few days, but began to attack them on the 
5th, though without committing the same dread­
ful ravages as in the native town; yet the 
register of one of the life insurance societies 
exhibited a proportion of deaths four times as 
great as in the preceding years. The malady 
was diffused almost simultaneously through the 
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different cities of ~engal, rapidly ascended the 
Ganges~ and spread even to the west of the 
Jumna; sparing, however, the comparatively 
elevated territories of Oude and Rohilcund. 

In the beginning of November, in conse­
quence, as is supposed by some, of the arrival 
of a detachment from the lower province, this 
disease in its most virulent form broke out. in the 
army under the immediate command of 'the 
Marquis of Hastings. Troops ?n a march are· 
observed to be peculiarly liable to its attack, 
which is imputed to the extreme heat of the 
tents, doubtless combined with .the great expo­
sure to the atmosphere. The cholera appeared 
in this army as it was slowly marching through 
the low and unhealthy district of Bundelcund, 
which labours under a peculiar deficiency of 
good water. For about ten days it converted 
the camp into a large hospital. All the public 
establishments being engrossed by the care ~f 
the troops, the numerous camp-followers ceuld 
not he accommodated except in the tents of their 
masters, )Vho formed also their only attendants. 
The route over which the army moved w.as 
strewed with the dead and dying; the bazars 
were.'deserted ; even those persons' whose health 
was good suffered under severe depressio~ of 
spirits; so that during the above period the effi­
ciency of this fine body of men was completely 
destroyed. The usual bustle and hum of a 
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crowded camp was changed into an av..-ful 
silence, only broken by the groans of tl:ie dying, 
and lamentations over the dead. In the Euro­
pean patient death usually followed in from six 
to twelve hours after the attack, while the sepoy 
was carried off in about half that interval'. The 
malady raged with its utmost fury from the 15th 
to the 23d November, when it ceased almost at 
once ; so that the army having reached a more 
salubrious camp, at Erich on the Betwa, became 
rapidly convalescent, and by the commencement 
of December were prepared to enter on the 
duties of the campaign. 

The loss sustained during this most gloomy 
period has been very greatly exaggerated. It has 
been represented even by good . authorities as 
amounting to three, five, or even eight thou­
sand,* out of the whole number of ten thousand. 
More precise statements by Mr. Prinsep and 
Mr. Ken~edy, derivedfrom personal and official 
knowledge, prove this inaccuracy to have arisen 
from the not taking into account the vast crowd 
of camp-followers, who, in, an Indian army, 
always greatly outnumber the fighting-men. 
When the proper distinction is made, it ap­
pears that the deaths among the 10,000 troops 
amounted only to 764; while the loss among 

* Bisset Hawkins' History of Cholera, p. 169. 

p 
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the camp-followers was about 8000, which did 
not, however, exceed a tenth of thei.r entire 
number. 

Diffuoion of 
Cholera •• We cannot here follow in detail the progress 

of this severe malady, which made its way in 
every direction. After having spared in its 
first progress the· provinces of Oude.and Rohil­
cund, it reached them in April ~nd May 1818, 
and in the following months penetrated to Cat­
mandoo, Almora, and· other very elevated posi­
tions on the chain of Himmaleh. 

The march of armies into the centre of India, 
and the despatcHes sent through every province 
of that "Country, were supposed. to diffuse more 
and more widely its fatal influence. The na­
tives, instead of using any rational means of 
cu~e or pi·evention, sought to avert it only by 
pompous and crowded visits to the temples, 
which increased the danger of communication.; 
or by sanguinary proceedings against certain 
persons who were suspected of producing it by 
witchcraft .. In the course of the year 1818 it 
spread through every part of India. . The report 
of the medical board at Madras contains an 
interesting map, shewing its track through the 
Deccan and the South by an irregular course, 
sometimes along the high roads, sometimes in 
cross directions ; but, ·in the end, leaving scarce­
ly any po'int of i,mportance unto·uched. It 
reached Nagpore on the 15th May,-Bombay; 
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by way of Poonah, on the 14th August~-Hy­
drabad on 25th July,-Madras on 8th October, 
-and finally the extreme. stations of Trivander 
and Palamcotta in January 1819. Throughout 
these provinces it manifested itself in various 
degrees of intensity. In general, however, this 
dreaclful rlisease seems to be marked, rather by 
the fatality of its action on those attacked than 
by th~ great number who came under its influ­
ence. The entire amount of.cases occurring in 
the army of Fort St. George during 1818, the, 
most·severe year, was 1087 out of 10,652 Euro­
peans, and 3314 out of 58,764 natives. Of the 
former 232,' and of the l~tter _664 died. (Report 
of Madras Medical Board, p. 28.) In the Island 
of Bombay, which contains a population of 
about 210,000, the ascertained cases were 
15,945, of which 14,651 were medically treated, 
and the deaths among these were only 938, or 
6~~ per cent.,-perhaps the smallest proportion 
of mortality that has any where been observed: 
(Bombay Report, App. pp. 13, 14.) Instances, 
however, are given of single corps, particularly 
on a march, suffering much more severely. The 
2d battalion 20th . regiment of native infantry 
was marching to Hydrabad, when of about 1150 
men, 200 were attacked·, and 73 died. The 1st 
battalion 1st regiment, on its road.from Nagpore 
to Hydrabad, out of 1010 men had 167 attacked, 
of whom 64. died. His majesty's 54th regiment, 
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after landing at Madras, when proceeding to 
Bangalore, had 159 out of 632 attacked, and 54 

died. 
- Another unexpected crisis arrested Sir Thomas 

Hislop with the army of the Deccan, just as he 
had arrived on the frontier of Malwa. Intelli­
gence then reached him that Bajee Rao had 
taken up arms and attacked the British Resi­
dency in his capitaL Sir Thomas then judged 
it necessary to fall back, that he might support 
the reserve corps, and aid in the suppression of 
this insurrection. General Sir W. G. Keir, 
who had advanced from Guzerat, was induced 
by the same information to retreat.' But Lord 
Hastings justly considered that the fortune of 
the campaign must ultimately depend upon 
the prompt success of the operations in Central 
India, and conceiving Smith's force, with an­
other un-der Fritzler, quite sufficient at present 
to overcome the Peishwa, ordered these com­
manders to return without delay to the scene 
of action. 

~Jefratsofthe · The Pindarees as soon as they saw them-
Pmdarees. ' . 

selves completely enclosed by the advancing 
corps of the British, made no attempt at resis­
tance, and studied only how to escape. One 
party succeeded in penetrating into the rear of 
our army in Bundelcund, where they began to 
commit serious ravages, and were not dispersed 
without some difficulty. Cheetoo, with nearly 
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8000 men, effected a march westward into the 
territory of Mewar, where he was assured of 
support from several. quarters, and had the 
strong mount~in-fort of Kumulner as a refuge 
for his family. The escape of the. Pindaree 
chiefs, wh~n so strong a force surrounded them, 
Colonel Blacker explains by a reference to -the 
defective means of conveyance possessed by the 
British; to their having, in the dread of encoun­
tering a Mahrattah army, encumbered them­
selves with ordnance; and above all, to the 
agility of the native horses, which can pass o~er 
the most rugged roads and uneven ground with 
great speed. Kurreem, with one of. his asso­
ciates, attempted to push his way to Gwalior, 
where he hoped to. find support from Sindia. 
All the passes in this direction, howe~er, were 
most strictly guarded; and a strong. corps was 
appointed to watch the motions of that .ruler, 
whose secret enmity to the British was so fully 
understood. The first that came up with this 
body of Pindarees was General Marshall, who 
easily drove them before him. They escaped 
without much loss, but were obliged to change 
their direction, and march for the territory of 
Jyepore, where they hoped to be joined by some 
of the disbanded troops of Ameer Khan. On 
their way thither they were surprised by Gene­
ral Donkin, who gave them a complete over­
throw, capturing the wife of Kurreem, with all 
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his state-elephants and kettle-drums. His army, 
therefore, no longer attempted to preserve any 
appearance of regularity, but broke into detach­
ments, and sought for safety by flying in various 
directions. The greater number endeavoured 
to reach the corps of Cheetoo ; and, a~cordingly, 
the final destruction of that warrior appeared aU 

· that was necessary to finish the Pindaree con­
test, when there started up another head of the 
hydra which the English were labouring to & 

vanquish. 
The councils of the house of Holkar had been 

involv~d for some time in the utmost confusion. 
Jeswunt Rao, who had raised that family to 
pow·er, after the unfortunate issue of the war 
with the British, became deranged, and died in 
a few years. His heir Mulhar Rao was a mere 
boy, and *e administration ·during his minority 
was ·agitated by the most violent · dissensions. 
The chief parties were, on one side Toolsee . 
Bhye, widow to the late Holkar, who had been 
invested with the office of regent; and on the 
other the Patan chiefs, who were strongly at­
tached to the predatory system. .The queen­
regent, with the view of maintaining her influ­
ence, made secret overtures to the English for 
receiving a subsidiary force. This measure was 
strongly opposed by the leaders just named, 
whose sentiments were shared by the military in 
general ; and their influence was so strongly felt 
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by her majesty, that she did not venture to pro­
ceed with the negotiation. The chiefs, how-. 
ever, being suspicious that something of that na­
ture was still in progress, were fired with such 
indignation, that they seized Toolsee Bhye, car­
ried her down to the river, and put her to 
death. -War was then only delayed till the 
co~pletion of the necessary preparations. 
Troops, especially infantry, were collected with 
the utmost diligence, and their movements as­
sumed so formidable an aspect, that Sir John. 
Malcolm judged it advisable to fall back upon 
the corps of General Hislop, who, as already 
mentioned, had begun a retrograde movement, 
but was again advancing towards Poonah. 
These commanders having effected a junction, 
proceeded together, and found the native army 
strongly posted at Mehidpoor, with a steep 
bank in front, at the foot of which flowed the 

' river Soopra, passable only by a single ford. 
Although this position might have been turned 
by a circuitous march, General Hislop consider­
ed such an advantage more than counterbalanced 
by the impression which would be produced by 
pushing on promptly and directly to the attack. 
This mode of proceeding, as Colonel Blacker 
observes, is better suited than more scientific 
manreuvres to the genius of English troops. A 
scene then ensued, similar to that which usually ·h~dattieofM~ 

1 poor. 

took place in Mahrattah battles ; the British · 
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regiments rushing forward with the most dar­
ing intrepidity in the face of a numerous artil­
lery, by which they severely suffered, and at 
length, when they came to a close charge, car­
rying all before tliem. They lost 17 4 killed, 
and 604 wounded ; there being among the for­
mer three, and among the latter thirty-£ve Eu­
ropean officers. The Mahrattahs, though· they 
left 3000 on the £eld, retreated with a great' 
part of their army entire ; but they abandoned 
all the artillery ; their courage and con£dence 
were gone; and though their numbers were not 
greatly diminished, they were no longer an 
army. The chiefs therefore at once accepted 
the offered ter~s ; namely, that young Holkar 
should he placed under the protection of the • 
British, who were to maintain an auxiliary force, 
and to have a contingent of 3000 men placed at 
their disposal ; and that certain districts of mo­
derate extent should be ceded, not for the · 
purpose of being possessed by the conquerors, 

. but distributed as rewards to those allies who 
had remained faithful during the present 
contest. 

After losing the support of the Holkar family, 
the Pindarees found an unexpected asylum with 
Juswunt Rao, one of Sindia's generals, who 
occupied several strong camps in the neighbour­
hood of Rampoora. After several fruitless 
remonstrances, General Brown attacked this 



217 

chieftain, reduced his intrenchments, and 
obliged him .to fly with only a handfu~ of fol­
lowers. 

The hopes of the Pindarees were now reduced 
to the lowest ebb. Flight, they knew not whi­
ther, became their only resource. They had 
obtained Kumulner and other fortresses in the 
Rajmot territory ; but these being quickly in­
vested, were, after a short resistance, all given 
up. Major Clerke having overtaken ·the party 
under Kt~rreem during the night, and finding 

• them plunged as usual in profound security, 
delayed the attack till morning, that they might 
derive no advantage from the darkness. He 
divided his corps into two, with one of which 
he made the charge, while the other occupied 
the only road by which the enemy could retreat. 
They sustained, accordingly, a complete over­
throw, and were dispersed in every direction, 
leaving several of their leaders dead on the 
field. After suffering some further disasters, 
all the corps were reduced to a state truly 
miserable. Cheetoo and his adherents some­
times slept with their horses saddled, and the 
bridles in their hands, that they might be ready 
for instant flight. At length an intimation was 
circulated, that, in case of unconditional surren­
der, their lives would be spared, and the chiefs 
should even obtain the means of an honourable 
subsistence in some remote district.. One leader 
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after another submitted upon these terms. At 
length ~urreem, after wandering for soll\e time 
on foot through the jungles, gave himself up, on 
the 15th February, 1818, to Sir John Malcolm: 
Cheetoo opened a negotiation ; but, on learning 
the small allowance which was to be granted to 
one whom he thought entitled to a jaghire in 
his native country and a place in the British 
service, he hastily took his departure. He after­
wards encountered a variety of distresses, which 
ended in a manner equally dismal and appall­
ing, being devoured by a tiger while lurking in 
the forests of Asseerghur. His fate excited sym­
pathy among the British officen;, who admired 
the spirit and intrepidity -with which he had 
braved the deepest reverses of fortune. 

Intrigues at While the performances on the main theatre of 
Poonah. 

Indian warfare were thus brought to a successful 
close, two separate dramas of a subordinate 
though eventful character were acted on other 
stages. The most remarkable was at the court 
of Poonah. The Peishwa, ever since the last 
humiliating treaty which he was compelled to 
sign, had · eagerly sought deliverance from a 
yoke which now pressed heavily upon him. 
The employment of the British forces in the 
Pindaree campaign offered a tempting occasion 
to reassert his independence. A little consi­
deration indeed would have shewn him that 
this contest could not engage his enemy beyon~ 
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a very short period; after which they would find. · 
it easy to crush such resistance as he or any 
other ,of the Mahrattah states could create. But 
the Peishwa, like many other Indian princes, 
though possessed of talent and address, and 
skilled in pursuing the ordinary objects of east­
ern policy, was incapable of taking a compre­
hensive view of his actual situation. He was 
encouraged by the hatred of the English which 
he saw prevalent among his chiefs, and· by 
the general disp9sition of all the Mahrattah 
leaders to unite in a confederacy against that' 
people. 

· For a considerable time he threw an impene­
trable veil over his hostile designs. On inti­
mation being given of an intention to go to war 
with the Pindarees, he professed his cordial con­
currence in the object, and his desire to co-ope­
rate by all the means in his power. So great, 
indeed, was his add-ress, that Sir John Malcolm, 
an intelligent and veteran politician, after living 
at his court several days, was completely de­
ceived, and communicated his opinipn, t~at 

nothing hostile was to be apprehended from the 
Peishwa. Mr. Elphinstone, the official resident, 
entertained from the first an opposite opini~n, 
which was soon fully confirmed. He saw that 
the utmost activity was employed in collec~ing 
troops, under the pretext of aiding in the Pinda­
ree war, but in fact with a purpose directly 
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opposite. At the same ~irne the j~ghiredars, 

who had been studiously depressed and humbled, 
were courted and conciliated; while Bapoo 
Gokla, an officer of distinguished ability, who 
had hithertp been kept in a species of disgrace, 
was invested with the supreme direction of 
affairs. A numerous camp was formed close to 
the British cantonments, around which the · 
Mahrattah horsemen were seen riding in me­
nacing attitudes. The brigade commanded by 
Colonel Burr, the amount of which had been 
fixed with a very undue confidence in the 
friendly disposition of the prince, did not ex­
ceed three sepoy battalions, with a European 
regiment not yet arrived from Bombay. As 
the hostile intentions of the court became more 
and more manifest, it was judged advisable to 
withdraw the troops into a strong defensive 
position formed near the city by an angle of 
the river Moola; but Mr. Elphinstone, anxious 
to avoid any semblance of being the aggressor, 
resolved not·to quit the residency till he should 
be driven away by force. Threatening notes 
.began to be exchanged ; and on the 5th No-

Peishwa at- vember, 1817, so sudden an attack was made 
tacks the Bri- , 
tish. that the Resident and his suite had scarcely 

time to mount their horses, when his mansion 
was plundered, and all the property, incruding 
books and papers, was either carried off or 
destroyed. 
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The Resident's party made good its retreat 
along the left bank of the Moola, skirmishing 
with some horse that followed them. · At the 
bridge they crossed the river, and joined the 
brigade, which had previously turned out and 
advanced from Kirkee at Mr. Elphinstone's re­
quisition, as soon as the hostile approach of the 
enemy had been observed. The position at K"BkattleN of 

Ir ee, ov. 
Kirkee was admirably adapted to purposes of 5th, 1817. 

defence; but it had been concerted between the 
Resident and Colonel Burr, that the brigade 
should advance, arid fight its battle in the plain 
between Kirkee .and Poonah. No sooner had 
Mr. Elphinstone joined the brigade than the 
battle commenced, the enemy opening a heavy, 

• but distant cannonade from many guns, while 
immense bodies of horse attempted to push 
round the flanks of the British. The enemy 
were finally repulsed, le!lving about 500 dead 
on the field, and our troops re.turned to Kirkee, 
where they were not after'w~rds molested. Our 
loss in this action was eighteen killed, and fifty­
seven wounded, and this brilliant affair re­
flects no less credit on Colonel Burr, and his 
gallant companions in arms, than on the pre­
sence of mind and spirited conduct of the Resi­
dent, who shared the dangers of the unequal 
conflict. 

When General Smith, therefore, on the 13th 
November, after fighting his way through the 



Defeat of 
the Peishwa. 

Peishwa's cavalry, arrived at Poonah, and pre­
pared to attack the Mahrattah camp, that· 
Prince at once began a retreat. He continued 
it for upwards of six months without intermis­
sion, ranging over the wide extent of the Dec­
can ; at one time approaching M ysore, at ano­
ther proceeding nearly to the N erbudda, always 
distancing his pursuers by the skill and rapidity 
of his march, and even passing 'between corps 
advancing fr:om opposite quarters. At one time 
he made himself sure of cutting off a division 
of 800 men destined to reinforce Colonel Burr ; 
but Captain Staunton the commander, taking 
post in a village, repulsed with desperate valour, 
though with severe loss, all his attacks, and 
he was at length obliged to desist. This was · 
considered the bravest exploit performed l.n 
the whole course of the war. The Peishwa 
finding himself now a hopeless fugitive, and 
learning the triumphs of his enemy in other 
quarters, made ove1;fures for a treaty; hoping 
to be allowed to retain, though in a reduced 
condition, his rank as a sovereign. But the 
Governor General, on considering his long course 
of hostility _and the treacherom< attack made at 
so crit~cal a moment, had determined to erase 
his name from the list of Indian Princes, and 
that there should be no longer a Peishwa. Bri­
tain was to exe~cise the

1 
sovereign sway in all 

the territories which had belonged to him ; . 
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though, in order to sooth in some degree the 
irritated feelings of the Mahrattah people, the 
Rajah of Satara, the descendant of Sevajee, 
still de,eply venerated even after his long de­
pression, was to be restored to_ some share of 
his former dignity. To follow up this purpose, 
General Smith laid siege to Satara which sur- Surremlf.r of 

' Satara. 
rendered after a short resistance. The interval 
afforded a brief respite to the Pei.shwa, and 
lulled his vigilance : so that when this officer 
had pushed on by forced marches, at the head 
of a division of light horse, he arrived unob­
served within hearing of the Mahrattah kettle­
drums. Concealed for some time by the brow 
of a hill, he appeared on its summit to the asto-
nishment of the Indian army. The Peishwa The Pei·-11-

wa twice de-
forthwith left the field with his atten~nts; but feated. 

Gokla determined to h~:J,zard a battle rather than 
sacrifice nearly the whole of his baggage. He 
made the attack with the greatest vigour, and 
had succeeded in throwing part of the cavalry 
into some confusion, when he fell mortally 
wounded. His death was even regretted by the 
English, since his enmity to their nation, and 
zeal for the independence of his own, had been 

·tempered by honour and humanity. The whole 
army immediately fled, and the British obtained 
possession of the person of the Rajah of Satara, 
who had before been a prisoner in the hands of 
his rival. 
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Bajee Rao still continued his flying march, 
of which he assumed the whole charge; and 
gave out every morning the direction in which 
the army was to move, having concealed it till 
that moment from his most confidential officers. 
After much and long wandering, he moved 
northward to the borders of Berar and Malwa, 
where he partially recruited his strength by col­
lecting the remains of the beaten armies. But 
he soon found himself hemmed in closer and 
clo,ser ; and in pursuing his march, in the ab­
sence of proper information, he met Colonel 
Adams at the head of a considerable force, and 
could not avoid a battle. He was defeated, ~vith 
the loss of most of his infantry, and all his ar­
tillery, saving only his ho.rse and light troops. 
He then 10ade an effort to reach the capital of 
Sindia, hoping for aid, or at least protection, 
from this most powerf~l of the Mahrattah Ch!ef­
. tains; but all the passes were strictly guarded. 
His distress became greater every day; his fol­
lowers deserted in vast numbers, and the Eng­
li.sh drew their nets round him so closely that 
he could not hope long to escape. He then 
opened a correspondence with Sir John Mal-

Surrender of colm. After some discussion, it was agreed that 
the Peishwa. · • 

he should surrender, and that, on bemg secured 
in a pension of eight lacs of rnpees (about 
IOO,OOOl.), he should renourice the dignity of. 
Peishwa, with all his claims as a Sovereign ; 
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spending the rest of his days in some holy city 
at a distance from the seat of his former domi­
mon. The sum was regarded by the Marquis 
of Hastings as too large ; though, considering 
it as the final adjustment with a Prince who 
ranked in power and authority above all others 
at that time in India, it does not appear very 
extravagant. The apprehension that his revenue 
would be employed by him as an instrument for, 
regaining his political influence has not been 
realized. The ex-Peishwa almost immediately 
resigned himself to voluptuous indulgences, to 
which he had always been addicted, and sought 
to drown in them every recollection of his former 
schemes and greatness. 

While the territory of Poonah was agitated Disturbances 
at Nagpore. 

by these violent commotions, a scene a._lmost ex-
actly similar was passing at Nagpore. 4ppa 
Sa~eb had invited the British troops with the 
sole view of maintaining his own situation as 
Regent ; and so long as he judged them neces-
sary for that object he remained faithful. At 
length he got rid, by assassination, of the young 
Prince, and placed himself on the guddee, as the 
seat was called to which the dignity of Rajah 
was attached. He then considered himself in­
dependent of foreign aid, and began to view it 
with the dislike so generally felt by all persons 
in his condition. He ~as thus led to enter into 
the c,onfederacy against the British power which 

Q 
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was formed among the Mahrattah . Chiefs in 
consequence of the Pindaree war. He was ob­
served to carry on a most active correspondence 
with the Peishwa while the latter was maturing 
his plans of aggression. The first treaty which 
that Prince was compelled to sign greatly abated 
the courage of his ally, which was revived, how­
ever, by the intelligence of his having again 
taken up arms and attacked the English subsi­
diary force. The subsequent retreat of Bajee 
Rao threw him into much hesitation and uncer­
tainty, though at length it resulted in the ha­
zardous determination to follow his example. 
On the 24th November, 1817, Mr. Jenkins, the 
British Resident, was invited to see his Highness 
invested with a dress of honour; having assumed 
~he j~re_e putka or golden streamer, an emblem. 
of high command, both of which had been trans­
mitted by the Peishwa. Our countryman de­
clined attendance, not without expressing indig­
nation at the Rajah's acceptance of these ho­
nours at such a moment; and indeed it seems 
to have been an imprudent and premature in­
sult, by which the English were put on their 
guard. , 

The subsidiary force now stationed at Nag­
pore was very small. It consisted only of two 
battalions of native infantry, with detachments 
of cavalry and artillery ; and t}le whole, being 
much reduced by sickness, did not amount to 



227 
- 1400 men. The Rajah's army, on the contrary, 
comprised 10,000 cavalry and 10,000 infantry, 
including 3,000 or 4,000 very brave Arab troops. 
The Residency was situated outside the town, 
and separated from it by a ridge rising at each 
extremity into low hills, which were hastily oc-

. cupied as defensive posts. At sunset the pic- Attack on 
. • the English at 

quets were fired upon by the Arab mfantry, and Nagpore. 

soon after a general discharge of artillery was 
opened upon all the positions, particularly those 
on the smaller hill. This was continued till two 
in the morning with considerable effect, the first 
officer in command on that station being killed, 
and the second wounded. The English, during 
the remainder of the night, made the best pre~ 
parations in their power against the more seri-
ous attack which was anticipated in the morn-
ing. Accordingly at daybreak the charge was 
renewed with increased fury. At ten a tumbril 
burst on the smaller hill, which threw the troops 
into some confusion ; the Arabs rushed on with 
loud cries, the sepoys were seized with panic 
and fled, abandoning the guns and the wounded, 
who were immediately put to the sword. The . 
enemy then opened a heavy fire on the larger 
hill, when several officers fell, and among them 
Mr. Sotheby, the Resident's assistant, a young 
!?an of distinguished merit, while he was en­
deavouring to rally and restore the courage of 
his men. The dismay of_the troops, the cries of 
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the women and children, the vast numbers and 
increasing confidence of the enemy, seemed to 
portend the most fatal result. Yet, even then, 
resources were found in British firmness and 
courage. Captain Fitzgerald, who had with­
drawn the cavalry within the Residency-grounds, 
seeing the critical state of the infantry, and the 
fire already opening upon his station, felt that 
affairs could be retrieved only by one of those 
bold attacks which a native army can scarcely 
ev-er resist. He led his few horsemen to the 
charge, drove every thing before him, took two 
guns and turned them against the enemy. The 
troops on the larger hill, animated by this ex­
ample, resumed courage, and, raising loud 
shouts, opened a brisk fire on the assailants. 
A party dashed across to tlie smaller hill, from 
which the Rajah's followers were driven in their 
turn,· and about noon were repulsed at every 
point. Yet the British had lost a fourth of their 
number, and their ammunition was drawing to 
a close, so that had Appa persevered, he ~ust 
have finally succeeded in cutting off the detach­
ment,-an event which would have produced 
the strongest sensation over all India. But he 
remained inactive, while English reinf~rcements 
were poured in from every quarter. On the 
12th December, General Doveton arrived with 
the strong reserve under his command. It then 
became impossible f~r Saheb to hope for suc:-
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cess; he had already obtained an armistice, and 
now inquired as to the terms on which a final 
accommodation might be effected. Mr. Jenkins Submission 

, ofthe Rajah. 
replied that nothing could now be accepted short 
of entire submission,-the disbanding of his 
troops, the delivering up of all his forts and ar-

. tillery, and his own pres.ence as a hostage at the 
British Residency. It was, however, intimated 
that, on his complying fully with these requisi­
tions, he would be restored to nearly his former 
condition, being required only to maintain a 

, subsidiary force, and submit to a certain degree 
of control. When the troops, however, marched 
into Nagpore to take possession of the ordnance, 
they were saluted with a hot fire, and suffered 
s~me loss before they could seize the guns and ' 
compel the Arabs, who took the chief part in . 
this resistance, to retire within the fort. As 
they refused to surrender, a siege was imme~ 
diat~ly commenced, and a practical breach ap~ 
peared to have been made in the gate ; but · 
when the assault was given, it was found to be 
so secured by interior walls, that the English 
were obliged to retreat with considerable da­
mage. Preparations were then made to invest 
the place on a more regular plan; but the 
Arabs, satisfied with the display of valour which 
they had already made, capitulated on ·the con~ 
clition of being allowed to march out with theil' 
baggage and private property. 
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· As none of these transactions coultl be brought 
home to Appa Saheb, he was not made respon­
sible for them. On the surrender of Nagpore 
he was liberated, and received notice of the 
terms on which he would be allowed to retain 
his seat on the guddee. These consisted in his 
being placed entirely O"f\ the same footing with 
the Nizam; having his military force subjected 
to the control of the Company, and even his 
ministers appointed by them. The Rajah ex­
pressed his dissatisfaction only by offering to 
retire altogether on a liberal pension ; but this 
was not considered admissible. He forthwith 
began to intrigue, with the view of shaking off 
this hated dependence·. Troops were levied, 
the governors of fortresses and the mountain­
chiefs were instructed ,to muster their forces, 
and give every possible annoyance to the Eng­
lish ; finally, a secret correspondence was dis­
covered with Bajee Rao, who being invited to 
join his army to the standard of the Peishwa, 
had actually taken steps for that purpose. Mr: 
Jenkins hereupon deemed it indispensable to 
call upon Appa to resume his place within the 
Residency; and this not being complied with, a 
party was sent who effected his arrest, fortu­
nately without having recourse to violence. It 
i,s less difficult, however, to seize Indian Chiefs 
than to keep them: the Rajah being mildly 
treated, and access procured_ to him by several 
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of his adherents, a plan was arranged for his 
escape in the disguise of a sepoy. He went off . 
at two in the morning, and the discovery was 

-not made till daylight; so that, relays of horses 
having been provided; all pursuit was vain. As 
the Pindaree war, however, was now terminated, 
and Bajee Rao reduced to the last extremity, 
he was unable to do more than excite desultory 
hostilities in the mountainous districts. The 
English were thus able, on their own terms, to 
place on the guddee Bajee Rao, ·a grandson of 
Raghojee Bhonslay, while the administration 
was placed entirely under their own control. 

After many unprovoked aggressi~ms on the 
part of the Birman Monarch, a descendant of 
Alompra, an adventurer, who usurped the 
throne of the Birman empire in 17 52, it became 
evident, at the Close of the year 1823, that hos­
tilities with that power were unavoidable. 

_In the Marquis of Hastings's Summary of the 
Operations in India during his administration,, 
the following passage occurs :-

"In my way back to Calcutta in July, 1818, 
I received a rescript, brought by an envoy from 
the Birman Monarch, whom we incorrectly call 
King of Ava, from one of the great divisions 
of his empire. The purport of this curious 
paper was a requisition for our immediate sur­
render of all the pr~vinces east of the Ban­
grutty, even including Moorshf!debad, with a 



232 

menace,, that should the demand not be obeyed, 
he would lay waste our territ.,ries with fire and · 
sword. His projected hostility was evidently 
a measure concerted with the Mahrattahs, and 
during the rainy season, when the overflowing_ 
of the rivers renders the march of troops im­
practicable. His Majesty conceived, by ad­
vancing a title, however extravagant, to ~hose 
provinces, he should have an o~tensible ground 
for invading a state, with which otherwise he 
had no quarrel. 

" I sent back the envoy with an intimation, 
that the answer should be conveyed through 
another channel. He had come from the court 
through the northern Birman provinces. The 
answer was despatched by sea to the Viceroy of 
Arraccan, residing at the port of Rapgoon, in 
the central division, for transmission to his 
Sovereign. 

'' It expressed, that I was too well acquainted 
with his Majesty's wisdom to be the dupe of the 
gross forgery attempted to be palmed upon me; 
wherefore I sent to him the document fabricated 
in his august name, and trusted that he would 
subject to condign punishment the persons who 
had so profligately endeavoured to sow dissen-

. tion between two powers reciprocally interested 
to cultivate amity. By this procedure I evaded 
the necessity of noticing an insolent step, fore­
seeing that his Birman Majesty would be 
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·thoroughly glad of the excuse to remain quiet, 
when he learned that his secret allies had been 
subdued. That information he received at the 

· same time with my letter; and all further dis­
cussion, or explanation, being forborne, the 
former amicable intercourse continued without 
change. The circumstance will shew the extent 
to which the negotiations of the Mahrattahs ~ad 
gane, exhibiting also the advantage of using 
exertions so decisive, as should not leave timt; 
for distant enemies to come forward.~· 

Though Lord Hastings, in 1818, entertained 
the opinion, that the ambitious views of the Bir­
man Monarch were bounded by the absence of 
the hope of an alliance with the native powers · 
of Hindostan, disposed to hostility with the 
British Government ; the insulting tone of 
the Court of Ava, in its subsequent conduct, 
demonstrated that its presumption and arro­
gance were sufficient to encourage the forma­
tion of a plan for the invasion· of the British 
territory by a Birman army, even when no other 
power appeared disposed to aid the aggression. 

The Birman empire had itself been much 
extended by conquest during the reig!l- of 
Alompra and his successors, which may, in 
some measure, account for the infatuation which 
pervaded the councils of its Monarch in 1823, 
and which was fed by the sanguine enterprise 
of hi~ ablest warrior, the Maha Bundoola, who 
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afterwards fell in the defence of the fortified 
position of Donahue, on the river Irrawaddy, on 
the 1st of April, 1825, after having opposed the 
progress of the British invading force for- ten 
months.. · 

The Marquis of Hastings quitted the Govern­
ment of India in January, 1823. In the August 
of that year, Lord Amherst reached Calcutta as 
Governor General. 

Fresh aggressions on the part of the Birman 
Government, led to the Bri6sh manifesto of the 
24th of February, 1824. It was determined to 
attack Rangoon, and to alarm the enemy by 
landing an army on his southern territory; while 
Brigadier- general Morrison, C. B. was to 
occupy the city of Arraccan, and effect a junc­
tion with the main body under Brigadier-ge­
neral Sir Archibald Campbell, on the banks of . 

- the Irrawaddy, on about the 20th· parallel of 
latitude. 

General Morrison's force was so reduced 
by sickness, as to be unable to advance from 
Arraccan. 

Captureof Rangoon was taken on the 11th of May by 
Ranuoon '· 
May"u, is~4- ·the combined force under Commodore Grant, 

C. B., and Brigadier-general Sir Archibald' 
Campbell, K. C. B. It is not within the limits 
of this work to detail the minute particulars of 
the hostilities which followed. After suffering . 
se,·erely from sickness during the ramy season 
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of 1824, ·and repulsing the· Birman army under· 
the Maha · Bundoola i~ December, 1824, and 
January, 1825, Sir Archibald Campbell's column 
advanced to the northward in February, 1825,. 
while a force of 1,200 men, under the present 
Sir Willoughby Cotton, C. B., embarked in 
g~n-boats, and escorted by the boats of the 
ships of war at Rangoon (the river force, while 
afloat, being utder the late Captain Alexander, 
C. B. of the navy,) ascended the river Irra­
waddy, conveying provisions for the whole 
armament. . 

The Maha Bundoola had retired to the fort 
of Donahue, which was summoned to surrender 
on the 6th of March,· by the commander of the 
water-column ; Sir Archibald Campbell having 
continued his march towards Prome, leaving 
the reduction of Donahue to Sir Willoughby 
Cotton alone. The Bundoola refused to surren­
der, inviting the British commander to view his 
works of defence, and convince himself of the 
impractica~ility of their reduction by the British 
force present. 

The following morning the southern outwork 
of Donahue was cannonaded, stormed, and 
taken·; and in attempting the approaches to 
the main work, the storming party encountered 
a cross £re in pa-5sing a dry nullah, by which 
they were almost all either killed or wounded. 
Captains Rose and Cannon, of his Majesty?s 

I 

Donahue 
summoned, 
March 6th, 
1825. 
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89th regiment, were among the former. Cap­
tain Rose was shot through the hand, but con­
tinued to animate his men, till a . ball through 
the heart terminated his gallant existence. 

The attack failed, and it was with difficulty 
that the guns, which had been landed, were 
re-embarked. The flotilla dropped down the 
river, leaving the Birmese in possession of ~he 
pagoda stockade, the work which had been.car­
ried on the morning of the 7th of March. 

Sir Archibald Campbell on hearing of this 
reverse, crossed the Irrawaddy, 40 miles above 
Donahue, and countermarched to the relief of 0 

the water column, and to 0 meet . those supplies 
he had no means of obtaining but through the!r 
exertions. The latter · again. approached Do­
nahue on the 17th of March, and remained ex­
posed to the nightly fire of the enemy, from the 
right bank of the river, and from the attacks of 
his war boats till the 25th,* when the Bri6sh 
artillery were heard on the northern side of 
the fort. After the union of the two columns, 
a week· elapsed before a termination was unex-

* The water column was accompanied by a small steam­
vessel of sixteen-horse power, the first built at Calcutta, and 
the first used in warfare. She was twice struck with shot 
during these night attacks; the Birmans fixing sticks in the 
ground, during the day-time, so as to ascertain her immediate 

position during the night. The banks of the river were 
trenched, so as to protect the assailants from the fire of the 
flotilla. 
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pectedly put to the siege (regular trenches 
having been opened, and a breaching battery 
erected) by the death of the Maha Bundoola, .M~:a~un~~o­
w ho was killed by a rocket on the evening of t~::;ue~aXP~~ 
the 1st of April. After which the whole gar- 2d, 1825• 

rison, amounting to at least 12,000 men in-
cluding cavalry, escaped during the night, by 
those two siqes of the place, whic:h, from its ex-
tent, were not capable of being investe~ by_ Sir 
Archibald Campbell's lines. 

The whole of the ordnance, ammunition, and 
provisions in Donahue, were captured, and the 
British armament met no further opposition till 
after the occupation of Prome, the second city 
of the Birman empire, which took place on the, 
26th of April, 1825. 

That the expedition to Rangoon took place 
at an unfavourable time of the year, and that 
that circumstance led to the loss of many lives, 
cannot be denied. At the same time it should 
be considered, that the same mortality would 
have, in all probability, attended the defence of 
our own territory, had the Government of India 
allowed it to have been the scene of invasion, 
instead of striking a blow at that of the enemy, 
in· a quarter which drew all his military re­
sources from our frontier. 

Sir Archibald Campbell remained unmolested 
at Prome for several months, during which time 
the Birman authorities, at first astounded at the 
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death of their generalissimo, .and afterwards a:t 
the captur~ of Prome, gradually recovered their 
assurance, and by the end of the rainy season, 
which had been so fatal to many of our brave 

· inen, Europeans and natives, who fell victims to 
cholera and· dysentery, Pro me was in vested by 
nearly as formidable an army as Rangoon had 
been menaced with at the termination of the 
previous year. 

This Birman force was attacked and defeated; 
. and Sir Archibald Campbell, accompanied by 
the flotilla convoying his provisions, advanced 
to Meaday, on the river's left bank, where 
fresh advantages were obtained over the enemy. 
In consequence of these, a preliminary treaty 

·of peace was entered into on the 3rd of January, 
1826, at Patanagoh; every movement of the 
army being on the banks of the Irrawaddy, and 
in conjunction with a co~responding movement 
of the flotilla. · 

The time allowed for the receipt of the ratifi­
cation 'of the treaty having exRired on the 18th 
of January, and the Khee Whoongee, or BirmaiJ. 
Prime Minister, who was present, with their 
force, continuing to evade its delivery, rro alter­
native was left to the Commander of the forces 
but a renewal of hostilities, which took place on 
the 19th of January, and was attended with the 
complete defeat of the enemy, and capture of 
the fortified position of Melloon, in which the 
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treaty (sixteen days before pretended to have 
been forwarded to Ava for ratification) was 
found! 

The British force advanced, and was met at 
Paghamew by a body of Birmese troops, who, 
for the first time; attempted to contend with it 
in the open field, an experiment that was not 
repeated. 

S~r Archibald Campbell had been joined by 
Mr. Robertson, of the Bengal Civil Service, who 
was empowered by the. Supreme Government of 
India to act as Commissioner for the affairs of 
Ava, conjointly with the General. An Ameri­
can Missionary, who had been some time resi­
dent at the Birman capital, accompanied by 
Doctor Sandford, the Surgeon of the Royals, 
who had been captured by the enemy some 
weeks previous, now made their appearance 
in the British camp. The former announced 
himself as an envoy from the llirman . Court, 
which was anxious to obtain the conditions 
of peace named in the treaty of Patana­
goh. Doctor Sandford was on his parole 
of honour, to return to Ava in case· of the 
negotiation failing. Sir Archibald Campbell 
insisted on the immediate payment of a sum 
amounting to 2,508,199 sicca rupees, the first 
instalment of a crore of rupees now demanded, 
before he halted. His advance continued till, 
his demand being known at the capital, the. 
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required sum met him only forty-five miles be­
low it at Y andaboo, at which place the final 

. treaty of peace between the Government of 
India and the Birman Monarch was signed on 
the 24th of February, 1826. 

Treaty ofYsn· By this treaty the Birman Monarch has ceded 
daboo, Feb. 24, · 
1826. in perpetuity to the British the provinces of Ar-

raccan, Ramnee, Cheduba, and Sandoway, 
which comprise all the eastern coast of the 
bay of Bengal as far south as Cape N egrais. 
The new British possessions are boun~ed. to 
the eastward by a range of mountains which 
separate them from Ava proper. 

His Majesty has renounced all claims on, and 
engaged to abstain from all interference with, 
the states on the British eastern frontier to the 
northward. He has also ceded to the British 
the provinces of Y eh, Tavoy, Merqui, and Te­
nasserim ~o the southward,' with the islands and 
dependencies thereunto belonging; has con­
sented to receive a British Resident at Ava, 
and to depute a Birman minister to reside at 
C~lcutta; to abolish all enactions upon British 
ships or vessels in Birman ports, and to enter 
into a commercial treaty on principles of reci­
procal advantage. The King of Ava, in proof 
of the $incere disposition of the Birman Go­
vernment to maintain the relations of peace 
and amity between the two nations, and as part 
indemnification to the British Government for 
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the expenses of the war, agreed to pay the sum 
of one ~rore of rupees, equal to about l,OOO,OOOl. 
sterling· ; valuing the rupee at two shillings, 
(the then rate of exchange); the first instal­
ment of which, as above stated, was paid on 
the spot. 

Thus terminated the contest with Ava, in . 
w}lich more English blood was shed than the 
public are at all aware of. Of the eight King's 
Regiments that served under Sir Archibald 
Campbell, the 13th Light Infantry suffered 
m,ost, being reduced from near 800 rank and 
file to less than 200 in strength, during the 
22 months of the service of that gallant corps. 
Though the fidelity and courage of the native 
troops. was great, yet the enemy cared little 
for them, and latterly. every action was decided, 
and every post carried, by the bayonet of the 
European soldier. The services rendered by 
the officers, seamen, a~d marines•of the Royal 
Navy were attended with great • mortality. 
Commodore Grant, C. B., Sir J.- Brisbane~ C.B. 
and Captain Alexander, C. B. may all be said. 
to have fallen victims to their exertions on this 
service;* and the crews of the ships of war 
employed in o_pen boats up the Irrawaddy, 

* Commander Dawson, of the Arachne, was killed at the 

storming of a fortified position near Prome, a few days after 

his promotion to the vacancy occasioned by Capt. Alexander's 
death.- ' 

R. 
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suffered in proportion, though their ardour an4 
cheerfulness never diminished. Some of the 
men were upwards of twelve months away from 
their ships without ever seeing them, and when 

. the Alligator of 28 guns weighed her anchor to 
proceed to Calcutta with the first instalment of 
the treasure paid by the enemy, the Surgeon 
was the only officer on board who had belonged 
to that ship when she anchored off Rangoon 14 
months before. 

Siege of In the early part of 1825, during the opera-
Bhurtpore. 

tions against the Birman monarch, the attention 
of the Supreme Government was drawn to the 
proceedings at Bhurtpore, where Doorgun Sal, 
aided. by his brother Madoo Sing, attempted to 
usurp the right of Bulwunt Sing, their cousin, 
who was a minor, and rightful heir to Biddoo 
Sing, the deceased Rajah. All exertions and 
entreaties on the part of the Resident, Sir 
Charles Mewalfe, to induce Doorgun Sal to 
abstain fro«m the course which he was pursuing, 
proving fruitless, offensive operations were re-

. solved on; and General Lord Combermere, who 
arrived in Bengal as Commander-in-Chief, in 
October, 1825, proceeded to Bhurtpore to take . 

. the command in person of 25,000 of the finest 
troops of the Bengal army, together with a 
heavy and well-formed battering train and other 
ordnance. The batteries were opened against . 
the works on the 25th of December. On the 
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18th of Janua_ry, 1826, after a most. vigorous 
defence on the part of the enemy, the breaches Storm of 

• · Bhurtpore, 
were earned by storm, and the fortress sun·en- Jan.lB,lB26. 

dered unconditionally. 
Doorgun Sal was made prisoner in an at­

tempt to escape, together with his wife, two 
sons, and 160 chosen horse. The ample pre­
parations which were made to effect the reduc­
tion of Bhurtpore left little doubt as to the 
result of the siege. Its fall was important, as 
it has tended to efface the impression create'd in 
the minds of the natives by the ill success 
which attended the four attempts made in 
1805 to storm that fort, when the loss of the 
British army amounted to between three and 
four thousand men. 

The following legislative enactments relating 
to Indian affairs took place after the Act of the 
53 Geo. III. cap. 155, opening the trade with 
India to the public. 

In the 20th clause of the latter Act, a power 
was reserved to the Legislature for authorising· 
further extension of private trade during the 
further term granted to the Company. 

Under this reservation, an Act was intro- 54 Geo. nt. 
cap.34, passed. 

duced in the next Session, 1814, termed the 
Circuitous Trade Act, which permitted trade in 
ships navigated according to law, to and at 
any intermediate ports, or places, or countries 
between the United Kingdom and the limits of 
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the Compan_y's Charter, situate m North and 
South America, (except his Majesty's colonies 
and possessions) and to and at Madeira, the 
Canaries, the Cape de V erd islands, St. Helena, 
and the Cape of Good Hope. No alteration was 
made as to the size of the vessels, licenses, or 
otherwise. 

57Geo.III. In June, 1817, a further extension ·was 
cap. 36, passed. • • · • 

granted, by adm1ttmg a trade duect from 
Malta and Gibraltar, to and from the places 
within the Company's limits, under the 57 
George III. cap. 36. 

Twelfth Arti- By the twelfth article of the Treaty of 
de of the Trea- • • 
tyofParis •. Pans, concluded May 30th, 1814, His Most 

55 Geo. III. 
cap. 64. 

Christian Majesty engaged not to erect any 
fortifications on the establishments to be re­
stored to him in India, and -to maintain 
such troops only as may be ne'cessary for po­
lice. .By the seventh article of a Convention 
signed at London in March, 1815, the civil 
officers in such establishments, in the event of 
a rupture between Great Britain and France, 
are not to be considered as prisoners of war. 

In May, 1815, an Act was passed to ex-
plain and amend the Act of the 53 George III. 
cap. 155, subjecting all grants of money by the 
East India Company as well as by the Court 
of Directors, beyond 600l. to .any _one per­
son, to confirmation by the Board of Com-

· miSSIOners. 
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On the 14th of June 1815 an Act was passed 55 Geo.III. 
' ' , cap. 84. 

to authorise the Governments in India, should 
they think fit,, to remove all persons, being 
subjects of foreign states, from lndi8;. 

In April 1816 two Acts were passed one for 56 Geo. III. 
' ' ' · cap. 22. 

more effectually detaining Napoleon Buonap_arte 
in custody on the Company's island of St. 
Helena; the other regulating the intercourse 56 Gao. III. · 

with that island during his detention there, by cap. 
23

' 

which no vessels other than those chartered or 
engaged by the East India Company, were to 
trade or touch there. 

In June, 1817, an Act was passed, permitting 57 Geo. III. _ 
cap. 36. 

a direct trade to and from the places within 
the Company's limits and certain possessions in 
the Mediterranean. 

In June 1818 an Act was passed to consoli- 58 Geo.nr. 
' ' cap. 83. 

date the several laws relating to the manner in 
which the East India Company are required to 
hire ships; also another Act to remove doubts 58 Geo. III. 

. cap. 84. 
as to the validity of certain marriages had and 
solemnized in India by ministers of the Church 
of Scotland. 

In April, 1819, an Act was passed, enabling 59 Geo. III. 
• cap. 25. 

H1s M!ljesty to fix the rate, and direct the dis-
posal of freight of money for the conveyance of 
specie and jewels on board His Majesty'~ ships 
and vessels. 

An Act was also passed in July, 1819, regu- 59 Geo. III. 
cap. 111. 

lating the postage to and from India. 
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.. Such were the various enactments in the reign 

of George III. relative to the trade and concerns 
of India, passed subsequent to the renewal of 
the Charter in 1813. 

In July, 1820, an Act was passed to enable 
the East India Company to raise, and maintain, 
a corps of volunteer infantry. 

In June, 1821, an Act was passed to regu­
late the appropriation of unclaimed .shares of 
prize-money belonging to soldiers· or seamen in 
the service of the East India Company. 

An Act was yassed in the month of July fol­
lowing, authorising a trade to and from places 
within the limits of the Charter of the East 
India Company, (excepting the dominions of the 
Emperor of China) and ports or places beyond 
those limits, belonging to any state or country 
in amity with his Majesty. 

On the 25th of June, 1822, a copy of a mi­
nute of the Lords of the Treasury was laid before 
the House of Commons and ordered to be print­
ed, detailing the proceedings which had taken. 
place since July, 1821, to effect a settlement of 
the accounts ,between the public and the East 
Inqia Company, and the determination of the 
Lords of the Treasury; to propose to Parliament 
that the public should pay to the Company the 
sum of 1,300,000l. ; such sum to be considered 
as closing the accounts between ~he Government 
and the East India Company to the 3oth of 
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April, 1822, and to be applied in part dis­
charge of the loan raised for the East India 
Company in 1812. 

The sum of 557 ,322l. beyond the said sum of 
1,300,000[. being necessary to complete the re­
demption of the 2,500,000[. raised by loan in 
1812 for the service of the Company, arrange­
ments were made to meet that sum on the 
part of the _Company; and the Act of the 
3 Geo. IV. cap. 93, was passed in the month s Geo. IV. 

cap. 93. 
of July to carry into execution the settlement 
between His Majesty and the East India Com­
pany, by which the account beh:een Govern-
ment and the Company was closed to the 30th 
of April, 1822, and repayments made by the 
Company to the public of the 2,500,000l. the 
future charges on which, were to be transferred 
to the Consolidated Fund. 

The 4th of Geo. IV. cap. 71, .to authorise the 4 Geo. IV. 
eap. 71. 

Company to defray the charge of retiring pay, 
pensions, and other expenses of that nature, of 
his Majesty's forces serving in India; also fixing 
pensions for the Bishop and Archdeacons, and 
likewise establishing a Supreme Court of Judi­
cature at Bombay, was likewise passed in this 
Session. 

With reference to half-pay, pensions, &c. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in submitting his 
budget to the House, on the 2d of July, stated, 
that as the Company had a large portion of 
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British troops employed in protecting their ter­
ritory, it appeared reasonable that they should 
defray some part of the half-pay and pensions 
with which the country was chargeable on ac­
count of the army. The arrangement ultimately 
concluded was that the Company should pay 
60,000[. a-year. 

4 Geo. lV. The 4th of Geo. IV. cal} 80, (regarding which 
cap. 80. 

4· Geo.lV. 
cap. 1:11. 

5 Geo. IV. 
cap. 88. 

Cap.108. 

a lengthened correspondence took place between 
the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India and the Court of Direotors) was passed 
to consolidate and amend the several laws 
respecting the Indian trade. · 

The 4th of Geo. IV. cap. 81, consolidates 
and amends the laws for punishing mutiny and 
desertion of officers and soldiers in the East 
India Company's service. 

In 1824, the 5th Geo. IV. cap. 88, was passed~ 
authorising the East India Company to trade 
direct from China to the British Colonies and 
plantations in America. 

And the Act of the same Session,. cap. 108, 
was passed, transferring to the Company the 
Dutch possessions on the continent of India, 
and the settlement of Malacca ceded to Great 
Britain, under a treaty conCluded b~tween His 
Britannic Majesty and the King of the Ne­
therlands, on the 17th of Mar~h, 1824, toge­
ther with the island of Singapore ; also au­
thorising the removal of convicts from Sumatra. 
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An Act was likewise passed, cap. 117, enabling · 5 Geo. IV. 
cap.117. 

the Tanjore Commissioners the better to carry ' 
into effect the agreement between the East 
India Company and the creditors of his High-
ness Ameer Sing. 

In May, 1825, papers relating to the discus­
sions with the Burmese Government were laid 
before the House of Commons. 

In the month of July, in the same year, an c.~~ Geo IV. 

Act was passed for further regulating the pay­
me~t of the Sftlaries and pensions of the Judges 
in India, and to the Bishop of Calcutta ; als~ 
authorising the transportation of offenders from 
the island of St. Helena, and for more effec­
tually providing for the administration of justice 
in Singapore and Malacca. 

In March, 1826, Mr. 'Vynn brought two Bills 
before the House of Commons, the one for regu­
gulating the appointment· of Juries in the East 
Indies ; the other to suspend the provisions of 
the 53d Geo. III., which makes it obligatory 
upon every person before he shall proceed to 
Bengal, Madras, or Bombay, as a writer, to pass 
four te-:ms at the East India College ; and to 
authorise representatives of civil and military 
servants dying within the Company's limits, or 
at the Cape of Good Hope, when on leave of 
absence from the settlement or station to which 
they may belong, to receive the salaries to 
which such officers would have been. entitled 
had they returned ·to India. 
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The 7th of Geo. IV. c. I. enacts that all the 
charges and expenses of sending out and em­
ploying in the East Indies, and parts adjacent, 
the Naval Force, which hath lately been sent by 
His Majesty, upon the representation of the 
Court of Directors of the East India Company, 

Expenses of with the approbation of the Commissioners for 
extra Naval • 
Force ro be the Affairs of India · and also the charges and 
borne by the ' · 
Company, 7th expenses of any Naval Force that may hereafter 
Geo. IV. c. 1. 

be sen~ out by His Majesty, for the purpose. of 
being employed in hostilities against any of the 
Native Powers in the East Indies, or parts afore­
said, shall be borne by the said United Com­
pany as part of their poli~ical charges, and the 
amount thereof shall, from time to time, be 
paid into the. receipt of the Exchequer, as the 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury shall 
direct. · 

In the early part of 1827, the Bombay Go­
vernment was involved in a discussion with the 
Rajah o.f Colapore, which fortunately termi­
nated without recourse being had to actual 
hostilities. 

'Deahth of In July, 1827' India lost her ablest -:friend, 
S1r T omas 
Munro, July,· and Great Britain her best adviser on Indian 
1827. 

affairs, by the death of Major-General Sir Thos .. 
Munro, Bart., K. C. B.,· Governor of Madras. ' 
This lamented event took place at .the moment 
when that distinguished officer was on the point 
of returning to his native land, after a period of 
nearly forty years' service. Sir Thomas had ac-
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ceded to the reque~t of the Court of Directors 
to remain longer at his post, as Governor of 
Madras, than he himself had intended, and fell 
a victim to his zeal and devotion in the public 
cause, leaving, a name and an example, no less 
valuable than the services of his honourable life. 

On the 18th of July, 1827, Lord William Appointment 

B 
. k . of Lord Wm. 

entmc was appomted to succeed Lord Am- Bentinck, July 
. 18th, 1827. 

herst as Governor General. · 
The East India Company have maintained 

since their earliest establishment, a marine force 
under the Government of Bombay, which has· 
been denominated the Bombay Marine.. This 
force was constituted, by valid authority, under 
powers specifically granted by Royal Charters, 
in the successive reigns from James II. to 
George II. Yet it had been held in the Court 
of the Recorder of Bombay, that the Charters, 
under which the Bombay Marine had been 
formed, did not import a renunciation of the 
King's general prerogative,· to exact the service 
of all the subjects (being seafaring men,) on 
board his own ships ; and it had been further 
held that the Charters did not confer the power 
of governing, and enforcing discipline in the 
Company's marine, by the same laws, and by 
the infliction of the same penalties for the same 
offences, as are ·provided by statute for the 
Royal Navy. 

On the 30th of June, 1827, an Order in 
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Order in Council was issued by his Majesty George IV. 
Council for conferring on the officers of the Bombay Ma­
grantingNaval 
Rank to the rine, within the limits of the Company's Charter, 
Officers of the • 
~ombay Ma- the privilege of taking rank, agreeably to their 
nne. 

several degrees, with the officers of the Royal 
Navy ; but under the condition that all officers 
of any rank in the Royal Navy shall have prece­
dence of all the officers of the Bombay Marine 
of the same rank, and that the officers of neither 
service shall have any command whatever over 
the officers and men of the other service with­
out special orders to that effect being is~med by 
their respective governments. 

On the 3d of July, 1828, a Bill was brought 
in by the Chairman of the Court of Directors,· 
to extend the provisions of the Mutiny Act for 
the Company's Army to the Bombay Marine, 
which bill subsequently passed into a law. 

His Royal Highness the Lord High Admiral 
issued a warrant on the 12th of June, 1827, 
authorising the vessels of the Bombay Marine 
to wear the Union Jack, and a pendant with a 
St. George's Cross, on a white field, on the part 
next the mast, with a red fly. 

On the 27th of November, 1826, Mr. Wil­
liams Wynn gave notice of a motion of thanks 
to the Army and Navy in India, for their ser­
vices in the contest with Ava ; and a motion of 
Thanks to the Army employed in the reduction 
of Bhurtpore. 
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On the 21st of March, 1827, a petition was 
presented from the ·Merchants of Bristol, pray­
ing that the House would consider the propriety 
of rendering the commercial intercourse be­
tween this country and its eastern depe11:dencies 
as unrestricted as that which subsists with the 
most favoured of its colonies. 

On the 22d of March, Mr. Hume moved that 
there be laid before the House a copy of the 
report from Sir Edward Paget, the Comman­
der-in-chief, to the Governor General in Coun­
cil at Calcutta, respecting the mutiny at Bar­
rackpore, and the measures adopted to suppress 
it. The motion was negatived by 1.76 to 44. 

On the 7th of May, 1827, accounts of the 
revenues and charges in India, from 1822-3; 
also of the territorial debt owing by the Com­
pany were presented to the House. 

On the 8th of.May, the House of Commons Vote of 
' · , Thanks to the 

voted thanks to the F.orces employed in Ava, :E:o~cesemploy-
• edmAva,May 

and agamst Bhurtpore. ath, 1s2r. 

On the lOth of May, further revenue accounts 
were presented. 

On the 15th of May, Mr. W olryche Whit­
more, in pursuance of the notice given by him, 
moved for the appointment of a Select Com­
mittee, to inquire into the trade between Great 
Britain and India.· After much discussion the 
motion was withdrawn. 

On the 19th May, copies and extracts of 
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various proceedings relative to the burning of 
widows on the funeral piles of their husbands, 
were presented to the House, in consequence of 
an order of the 21st of the previous February. 

On the 25th of May, the annual East India 
revenue accounts were produced. 

On the 21st of June, Mr. Fergusson submit­
ted 'a motion regarding landed· property in 
India, which owing to the late period of the 
session was withdrawn. It was brought forward 
in· June, .1828, and passed into a law on the 
27th of that month. 

On the 18th of February, 1828, accounts 
were ordered of all ar~icles exported from the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
to the East Indies in each year, from the 15th 
of January, 1820, to the 5th of January, 1827; 
and of all articles imported from the East In­
dies into. the United Kingd&m in each year, 
from the 5th of January, 1820, to the 5th of 
January, 1827. 

On the 11th of March, a return was ordered 
of the number of ships cleared out from the 
different ports of the United Kingdom for Bri­
tish India in each year, from 1801 to 1826, both 
inclusive, specifying their tonnage, the number 
of seamen employed in navigating them, and 
distinguishing the ships belonging to or char­
tered by the East India Company, from those 
of private merchants .. 
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On the same day, an account of Tea im-:: 
ported, exported, and i·etained for home COll­

sumption in Great Britain, in 1826 and 1827, 
was ordered. 

On the 22d of May, Mr. Williams Wynne, 
· gave notice of his intention to move, on the 3d 

of June, for leave to bring in two Bills, one for 
the extension of the late improvements in the 
Criminal Laws in India; and the other to ex­
tend the benefit of the Insolvent Act. The 
Bills were brought in and read the first time. on 
the 6th of June, and were passed into laws on 
the 25th of July. 

On the 4th of June, a motion was submitted 
by Mr. Hume, for a copy of the Memorial pre­
sented by the Merchants of London, trading to 
India, in February last, to the Court of Direc­
tors, respecting the stamp tax lately imposed in 
Calcutta on commercial transactions; and a copy 
of any answer from the Court to th1;1t memorial ; 
and for a return of the amount of revenue re-
ceived from stamps in India, in the years 1823-4 1828. 

and 18~5-6, under certain heads, was agreed to. 
The said memorial and accounts were presented 
to the House on the 16th of June . 

.On the lOth of June, Mr. Astell obtained 
leave to bring in a Bill for regulating the pro­
portions of unclaimed prize money, acquired 
by Soldiers or Seamen in the East India Com­
pany's service. The Bill was· brought in and 
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read. a first time the same day, and received the 
:ftoyal assent on the 15th of July. 

On the 16th of June, the Marquis of Lans­
downe presented to the House of Lords a Peti­
tion from the Merchants, Traders, and Inha­
bitants of Calcutta, relative to the Stamp Duties 
imposed there by order of the Government. 
This Petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Another Petition against the tax in question 
was presented by Sir James Mackintosh in June. 

On the 27th of June, 1828, an Act was passed 
to declare and settle the law respecting the 
liability of the real estates of British subjects 
and others, situate within the jurisdiction of his 
:Majesty's Supreme Courts in India, as assets in 
the hands of executors and administrators to 
the payment of the debts of their deceased 
owners. 

Iv~:>t~~~o~~~ On the 14th of May, 1829, an Act was passed 
passed. to continue the operation of an Act of the 7th 

year of Geo. IV., for suspending the provisions 
of an Act of his late Majesty, respecting the 
appointment of Writers in the service of the 
East India Company; and to amend the provi­
sions of an Act of the 47th year of his late Ma­
jesty, so far as they relate to the period of r<!si­
dence at Hertford College, as a qualification for 
certain offices. 

On the 27th- of J~nuary, 1832, Mr. Charles 
Grant moved for a Select Committee to be 
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appoil)ted to inquire ·into the aJfairs of the East 
India Company, and the state of the trade 
between Great Britain~ the East Indies, and 
China. 

August 15th 1832, the Royal assent was 
given, by the King in person, to a Bill for per­
mitting natives t~ sit on juries for the trial of 
British subjects, and also authorising the Go­
vernor General in Council to appoint natives to 
be Justices of the Peace! 

The Mayor's Court, which existed at Madras 
until 1797, .Jts in that year superseded by the 
establishment of a Recorder's Court, under the 
37th Geo. III., cap. 142, which court was abo­
lished in 1800 by the Act of the 39th and 40th 
Geo. III., cap. 79; and a Supreme Court of Co~~f~ef~eudi­
J udicature was erected in its room, to consist of cbaltuhred es:;

1
· 

1s e at l• a· 

a Chief Justice and two Puisne Judges Letters- dras, Decem-
' • ber, 1801. 

patent, granting a Charter of Justice, were 
issued on the 26th of December: 1801. 

In the yeflr 1823, an Act was passed, au tho-· 
rising the abolition of the Recorder's Court at . 
Bombay, and the establishment in its room of a 
Supreme Court of Judicature, to consist of the 
like number of Judges as the Supreme Court at· 
Fort William in Bengal (4th Geo. IV., cap. 71,) Supreme 

·. Court of Bam-
by the 17th section of which Act it was pro- bay est.~blish-

.d d h C M d . B ed,
182

''" v1 e , t at the ourts at a ras and ombay 
shall have the same powers as the Court at 
Fort William. 
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The mutinie% of Vellore, and Barra~kpore, 
should not remai~ without' notice, in a volume 
professing historical impartiality. 

They serve to shew that the fidelity of the 
native troops of India, though great, is not 
always to be depended upon, and to warn our 
Legislature from any step that might prove 
injurious to the discipline of the Indian army .. 
The presence of a Gillespie, or a Paget, on such 
occasions, is not always to _be ensured. 

During the go~ernment of Lord William Ben­
tinck considerable changes havf been effected 
in the internal administration of-India, particu­
larly in the judicial, and revenue depa~tments, 
in which the natives have been entrusted with 
more extensive powers than heretofore. Great 
reductions have likewise been made in various 
government establishments, so as to adapt them 
to the present state of the finances. -

The most pro~inent feature in his Lordship's 
administration, has 'been the suppression of the 
practice of Suttee, or immolation of Indian 
widows, which is now prohibited by a govern­
ment regulation, declaring all persons concerned 
in as'sisting a Hindoo widow to destroy herself, 
guilty of an illegal act, and punishable by im­
prisonment. 

This regulation seems to have succeeded in 
accomplishing the benevolent object of the Go­
vernor General. 
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Th~erritories oyer w~ich •the East India 

Company exercises direct, and absolute sway, 
I 

are, in the Presiden~y of Bengal, the provinces 
of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, Benares, Allahabad, 
Delhi, Agra, Bareilly, and the districts ceded -
•by the Kings of Oude, and Nepaul, and by the 
Nabob of Ferruckabad. 

@ 
In the Presidency of Madras, the Circars, 

*e Carnatic, ,Malabar, and the countries ceded 
by the Nizam. In the Presidency of Bombay 
are the is~and of Bombay, and the old pos­
sessions of the English, also all dominions of 

the Peishwa, except that part which has 'been 
granted to the Rajah of'Sattara, with the ces­
sions from the other Mahra.ttah Chiefs in the 
Deccan, Malwa, Guzerat, and Cu.tch. 

The provinces ceded by the Burmese are, 
Arraccan, and Tenasserim; with their depen­
dencies. The island of Penang, or Prince of 
Wales's Island, in the straits of Malacca, 
was for many years a minor Presid~l'!cy of 
itself. 

The only colonies in India which now belong 
to other European nations, are Pondicherry, 
and Chandornagore to the French ; Goa to Por­
tugal ; Tranquebar and Serampore to the Danish 

• 
Government. 

The population of the territories directly sub­
ject to Great Britain has been estimated at 
80,000,000 of souls; while the population of 

• 
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those states whieh enjoy civil independeQe, but 
have been· deprived of a military force, has been 
computed to amount to 40,000,000. The British 
territory extends over an area of 585,000 ·square 
miles ; and the total territory dependent, di­
rectly, or indirectly, upon the Company, amounts 
to about I, 180,000 square miles. 

The following is a .succinct review of the po·0 

litical relations existing between .the Company, 
and the several native powers of India. Of the 
Mahrattah Chiefs, Sindia alone retains the full 
military; as well as civil government of his ter­
ritories. The present Chief of that name,, being 
a minor recently elevated by British influence. 
The Courts of I{olkar, of the Guicowar, the 
Rajah of Berar, and of the smaller principa­
lities, still enjoy all the functions of royalty, ex­
cept the·· possession of •an armed force. They 
have each, by the cession, or conquest of a part 
of their territories, purchased military protection 
from !h.e Company. The Rajpoot Ch_iefs, who 
occupy the north-west front_ier of Hindostan are· 
tributary, either to the Company, or to the states 
of Sindia and Holkar. 

Of the Mahommedan Governments, the King 
of Oude, th~ Nizam, and the Nabob of Bhopaul, 
are the principal states, wh'o~e ci-vir indepen­
dence is still recognized by the Company. From 
their defenceless condition, however, they are 
virtually dependent upon the British Govern-

• 
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ment, ~d have no other security for the con­
tinuance of their sovereignties, than its equity 
and forbearance. · 

The gross revenue received from the territo- . 
rial possessions in India amounted, in the year 
1826-7, to 23,383,497l. Supposing the popu­
lation, from which this· revenue was levied, to • 
exceed 80,000,000 of persons, the average. 
amount of tax paid by each individual would be 
little more than five shillings. 

When Mr. _Dundas presented his India bud­
get to the House of Commons on the 1st of July, 
1789, the revenue of the three Presidencies was 
said to be-

Revenue of Bengal 
Madras 
Bombay 

1789. 

£5,182,000 
1,082,000 

131,000 

. Total Revenue; 1789, £6,395,000 

By the accounts laid before Parliament m 
1825 the revenues were-

Revenue of Bengal 
Madras 
Bombay 

1825. 

Total Revenue of India, 1825, 

• 

£14,128,776 
5,585,210 
3,352,875. 

£23,066,861 
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The expenditure of 1826 amou~d 1;_,o 
21,574, llll., exclusive of 1, 749,068l., paid for 
i'Ilterest upon the debt. 

The total amount of territorial debts in India 
was, in the same year, 42;870,876l., of which 
not more than 34,796,83pl. b~ars interest. 
The total. territorial assets were not less than 
21,562,989[., so that the excess of debts, above 
assets, was only 21,307,887l., a sum trifling 
when compared with the revenue. 

There is always, according to o~e of the pro~ 
visions of the Act of 1813, a floating account 
between the Company at home, and tlw terri­
torial branch in India, in consequence of the 
advances furnished by the latter for the pur­
chase of the investment, and of the payments 
at home for purposes chargeable on the territorial 
revenue. 0 

The total balance due to the commercial 
branch of the Company's affairs for payments 
of this description since 1814, after setti~g off 
the advances in India from the territorial 
revenue. on account . of the investment, was 
estimated to amount, in May, 1829, to the sum 
of 4,731,230l.; within the sam~ period there 
had also been set· apart, from. the surplus 
commercial profits in England, · the sum of 
4,923,020[. towards the liquidation of India 
debt, in conformity with the provision of the . . 
Act of 1813 above cited, for .the appropriation 

• 
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of the commercial- profits. Without including 
either of the above advances, the commercial 
assets of the Company at home were computed 
to amount to 1~,521, 153[. The com~ercial 
debts at home were 1,284,533l., exclusive of 
the home bond debt, amounting to 3, 795,892!. 
at 3 per cent., which has not been specifically 
charged to either branch of the Company's 

· affairs, it not having been determined to what 
extent the debt had its origin in political 
causes. 

The commercial assets in India are estimated 
at 2,827, 779l. ; while the commercial debts 
amount to .only 113,655l. ; so that, if the Com­
pany, as ·a commercial concern, were to be 
immediately dissolved, there would remain sur­
plus assets to the amount of 13,940,744[. to 
cover the capital stock. 
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Territorial Revenues and Charges of India for the 

Year 1829-30. 

REVENUES. 
£. 

Mints 36,483 
Post Office 132,565 
Stamps 424,692 
Judicial 114,670 
Land Revenue 14,314,660 . 

Customs 1,837,127 
Ceded Territory . 569,676 
Burmese Cessions 103,240 
Salt . 2,421,619 

Opium 1,757,400 
Marine 61,769 
Ava Indemnification 92,220 
Bhurtpore . 34,800 
Subsidies 392,355 
Bank profits 8,640 

22,301,916 
Deduct over estimate of 

land revenue of Born-

bay .. 247,500 

Total Revenue of In-
dia, 1829-30 . . £22,054,416 

CHARGES. 

Civil Charges 
Provincial Battalions & 

in the Western Pro-
vmces 

Mints 
Post Office 

Stamps 
Judicial 
Land Revenue· 

Customs 
Ceded Territory . 
Burmese Cessions 
Salt • 
Opium 
Marine 
Claims on Carnatic 
Buildings and llllpairs . 

Military 

Interest on Debts 
Expenses of St. Helena 
Political charges in-

curred in England, 
eluding ·invoice ac­
count of stores con­
signed to India 

Total charges 
Deduct Revenues 

Surplus charge in· the 

£. 
1,781,171 

132,124 
80,768 

128,947 

105,674 
1,694,908 
3,323,925 

196,916 
145,696 
41,760 

607,691 
666,420 
~39,410 

24,000. 

516,201 
9,103,091 

18,888,702 
2,139,117 

93,004 

1,742,162 

22,862,985 
22,054,416 

years 1829-30 £808,.'569 

0 
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It should be here remarked, that famine and 
drought are of so frequent occurrence in the 
East, that the amount of the revenue collected 
from the land cannot be depended on as uniform. 

Such is the extent, and such are the resources 
of the vast empire, for the future interests of 
which the Legislature is shortly to provide, and 
momentous will be the consequences of its deci­
sion to England as well as India. 

No similar case can be cited in ·the annals of . 
ancient or· modern history to ,guide. the states­
man or philosopher in the course best suited, in 
these eventful days, to consolidate the interests 
of Great Britain and her Indian possession's, and 
secure to the inhabitants of both, the prosperity 
and happiness which each may reciprocally be­
stow. Eigh~-eight years only have passed since 
the most important extension of our territorial 
poRsessions inHindostan too~ place, and centuries 
may yet shed their consecrating influence on 
the conquests achieved indeed by the valour of 
a Clive, a Cornwallis, and a Wellington, but 
preserved, and secured to England, by the re­
spect and affection of eighty millions of the 
natives of India. 

Let not the corroding spirit of discontent and 
innovation be suffered to diminish that respect, 
or alienate that affection. Let the field ·be 
open to honourable commercial enterprise in 
England and India; and let it be remembered, 
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that as not more than thirty·thousand Europeans 
have hitherto secured the allegiance of the 
latter, the t~o extensive admission of European 
settlers, may prove not less dangerous to the 
interests of the community, than ruinous to the 
individual adventurers. The day is yet distant 
when the institutions of India can be assimi­
lated to those of Great Britain, and a premature 
clamour for such an assimilation would in India 
be dangerous in the extreme, exciting the am­
bition of other powers to represent that as an 
arbitrary Government which .is now <?Onsidered 
by the natives as a paternal one ; to tamper with 
the loyalty of our two hundred and fifty thou­
sand native soldiery; and finally, to wrest from 
us that empire, which has rendered England 
the Rome of the present age. 0 

Alme Sol, curru nitido diem qui 
Promis et celas, aliusque et idem 
Nasceris; .possis nihil Urbe Romli 

Visere Majus! 



APPENDIX. 

Memorandum, or Paper of Hints proposed by the Pre­
sident of the Board of Control to the Chairman and· 
Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors, Decem­
ber 18th, 1832, and by them to the General Court of 
Proprietors on the 25th of March, 1833. · 

{CONFIDENTIAL.) 

THE China Monopoly to cease. 
• The East india Company to retain their Political 
Functions. 

The Company's Assets, Commercial and Territorial, 
with all their Possessions and Rights, to be assigned to 
the Crown, Jn behalf of the Territorial Government of 
India. 
· An Annuity of 6~0,000l. to be granted to the Pro­

prietors, to be paid in England by half-yearly instal­
ments, and to be charged upon the Territorial Revenues 
of India exclusively, and to form part of the Territorial 
Debt of that Country, not to be redeemable before the 
30th of April, 18-, and then, at the option of Parlia­
ment, by the payment. of lOOl. for every 5l. 5s. of 
annuity. 
. Such part of the Commercial Assets as is conyertible 
into Money to be so converted, and the proceeds, with 
the Cash Balance of the Commercial Department, as 
exhibited in the Account of Stock by Computation for 
the 30th April, 1834, appropriated to the discharge of 
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an amount of the present Territorial Debt, equal to a 
Capital producing 630,000l. a year. 

The Territorial Revenue of India to be chargeable 
with all expenses incurred on account of that country at 
home and abroad. 

The new annuitants to retain the character of a Joint 
Stock Company. 

The qualification of the Proprietors, and the right of 
voting, to remain as at present. 

The number of Directors to be ; one-fourth 
to go out by. rotation every year, but to be imniediately 
re-eligible .. 

The patronage to remain vested in the Directors. · 
The Military patronage to be exercised as at present. 
The Civil Servants to be educated at Haileybury. 
The details of the arrangement to be settled here-

after; but, perhaps, something of the following nature 
might answer : • 

The students at the College to be considered only as 
competitors for W riterships. 

Their number·to be so regulated, that there may be 
always more candidates than 1:!-Ppointments. 

Each student to remain at the College no longer than 
years. 

Vacancies for Civil appointments in India to be filled 
from the College, on public examination, by the stu­
dents apprQved the most able . 
. The Directors to fill up the vacancies at the College 

each year : each Director to nominate in succession. 
The plans and arrangements respecting the course 

and subjects of study to be formed by the Board and 
the Professors. 

The 47th section of the 53d Geo. III. cap. 155, to 
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remain, but made :tpplicable to removal as well as 
appointment, and to Professors as well as Principals. -

The Governor General in Council to report annually, . ' 

on his responsibility, the number of Writers and Cadets 
and Assistant Surgeons required for the service of the 
next year. , 

The Board of Control to have the power of reducip.g, 
but not of augmenting, that number. 

Every British subject to have the right of going out 
to the seats of Government of the three Presidencies of 
India, without license ; but his right ·of visiting the 
interior, or of residing there, and of acquiring and hold­
ing property, to be subject to the restraints and regu­
lations which the local Government may impose. 

The powers of the Court, and its relations with the 
India Board, to remain as at present, except as modi­
fied in the following summary : 

"'The Court, on the Board's final and conclusive order, 
are to send the dispatch by the first ship that goes after 
such order. · 

In the event of the Court refusing to prepare a dis­
patch; or to send a dispatch as altered by the Board, 
the Board to have the power of sending it themselves. 

Appointment of Governors subject, as· now, to the 
approbation of the King; but the Board "to have a veto 
on the recall. · 

The same with regard to Commanders of the Forces. 
The Board to have the same power with regard to 

pensions or salaries below 200l. a year, and to gratui­
ties below 600!., that they have now with respect to 
salaries, pensions, or gratuities above those amounts. 

Home expenditure and establishment to be under the 
control of the Board. 
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The following Resolutions were agreed upon at a Ge­
neral Court of Proprietors, held at Leadenhall 
Street. on Friday, the 3d of May, 1833 : 

"That having attentively considered the correspon­
dence which was laid before the Proprietors on the 25th 
ultimo, this Court must, in the first place, express their 
cordial approbation of the conduct of the Court of Di· 
rectors, in maintaining, as they have done; with judg­
ment, zeal, and ability, the rights and interests of the 
East India Company. 

" That on reviewing 'the intimate connection • which 
has so long.subsisted between India and the Company, 
this Court desire to record their conviction, that the · 
Company can have no other object in undertaking to 
administer the Territorial Government for a further 
term, than the advancement of the happiness and pros­
perity of our native subjects; and that if Parliament 
in' its wisdom should consider, as his Majesty's Minis­
ters have declared, that that great object may be best 
promoted by continuing the administration in the hands 
of the Company, but divested of their commercial cha­
racter, the Company having, through the Court of 
Directors suggested, as it was their duty to do, the 
difficulties and dangers, political as well as financial, 
which beset the dissolution of the connection between 
the Territorial and the Commercial branches of their 
affairs, will not shrink from the undertaking, even at 
the sacrifices required, provided that powers be re­
served to enable the Company efficiently to adminis­
ter the Government, and that their pecuniary rights 
and claims be adjusted on the principle of fair and libe­
ral compromise. 
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" That the Company, however, looking to the present 
and prospective state bf the Indian Finance~ to the aid 
which the territory derives from the trade, and to the 
probable difficulty of effecting remittances from India 
under the proposed system, are of opinion that it is not 
reasonable that ' the Company';; assets, Commercial and 
Territorial, with all their possessions and rights, ~::hall be 
assigned to the Crown on behalf of the·Territorial Go­
vernment of India,' in exchange, as proposed by his . 
Majesty's Ministers, for an _Annuity of ten and a half 
per cent. for 40 years, payable in England out of the 
Territorial Revenues, and redeemable at -the end of that 
period at the rate of lOOl. for every 5l. 5s. of Annuity, 
except on the following conditions, -viz. : 

" First. That the sum to be set apart for a Guarantee 
Fund be extended.to such an amount as upon reasonable 
calculation will be sufficient, with the accumulations 
during 40 years, to redeem the annuity at the expiration 
of that term ; and that, in the event _of India failing in 
any one year to remit sufficient funds to pay the Divi­
dend, the deficiency shall be supplied out of the Guaran­
tee Fund, any sums which may be taken for that purpose 
being·mad~ good to the Fund by subsequent remit­
tances from India. 

''Secondly. That the Company, exercising the same 
powers as they now possess under their Charter, shall ) 
continue to administer the Government of¢IJ:!.dia for a 
defined period, not less than twenty years ; and if de­
prived of it at the expiration ofthat term, or at any time 
subsequent thereto, they shall be allowed the option of 
demanding payment of the principal at the rate of 
lOOl. for each 5l. 5s. of Annuity; and whenever paid off 
they will be entitled, if they shall see fit, with their ca-
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pi tal; or any portion thereof, to resume their undoubted 
rjght to trllde, which it is now p·roposed by his Majes­
ty's Ministers should be in abeyance. 

"Thirdly. That during the period of the Company's 
administration of the Territorial Government, all mea­
sures involving direct or contingent expenditure shall 
originate with the Court of Directors, and be subject, as 
at present, to the control of the Board of Commission­
ers, under the restrictions of the existing law ; and fur­
ther, that sufficient powers be reserved to the Company 
to check, by a system of publicity to both Houses of 
Parliament; or by some other means, any acts of the 
Board which may appear to the Court of Directors to 
be unconstitutional, to militate against the principles 
of good government, to interfere with substantial justice 
to our allies, or to invalidate or impair the security for 
the dividend; and, 

''Fourthly. That a sufficient power be retained over 
the Commercial Assets to enable the Court of Directors 
to propm>e to the Company, and ultimately to the Board 
for their confirmation, a plan for making suitable pro­
vision for outstanding commercial obligations, and for 
such of the Commercial Officers and Servants ~f the 
Company as may be affected by the proposed arr~nge­
ments. 

" That the Court of D_irectors be requested to com­
municate ~ resolution to his Majesty's Ministers." 

PETER AUBER, Secretary. 

THE END. 
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OBSERVATIONS on the CHOLERA MORBUS of INDIA: 
a Letter addressed to the Hon. the Court of Directors of the East-India Com­
pany. By WHITELAw AINSLIE, M.D., M. R. A. S., late of the Medical Staff 
of Southern India. In crown 8vo. price 3s. 6d. boards. 

a This little work of Dr. Ainslie's is a valuable accession to our knowledge respecting the 
difficult subject of which it treats."-Asiatic Jom·nal. 

MEDICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, and AGRICULTURAL RE­
PORT of a COMMITTEE appointed by the Madras Government to Inquire 
into the CAUSES of the EPEDEMIC FEVER which prevailed in the 
Provinces of Coimbatore, Madura, Dindigul, and Tinnivelly, during the Years 
1809, 1810, and 1811, of which Dr. Ainslie was President, Mr. Smith second 
member, and Dr. Christie third member. In 8vo., with a coloured Map, price 
6s. 6d. boards. 

A VIEW of the AGRICULTURAL, COMMERCIAL, and 
FINANCIAL INTERESTS of CEYLON; with an Appendix, containing 
some of the Principal Laws and Usages of the Candians. Also, a Table of 
Imports and Exports, Port Regulations, Statements of Public Re,•enue and 
Expenditure, &c. &c. &c. By ANTHONY BER'rOLAccr, Esq. In I large vol. 
8vo., with a Map of the Island, price l8s. boards. 

" Mr. Bertolacci's volume is full of important matter, put together by a man of ability 
and acquisition."-Eclectic Review. 

" This work Js valuable chieJly as a book of reference."-Monthll! Review. 

An EXPOSITION of the RELATIONS of the BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT with the SULTAN and STATE of PALEMBANG, 
and the Designs of the Netherlands Government npon that Country; with 
descriptive Accounts of Palembang and the Island of Hanca. By Major 
W. H. CounT, late Resident at the Court of Palembang, and Resident and 
Commandant of the Island of Banca. In 1 vol. 8vo. price 8s. 6d. boards. 

" We shall not prolong this notice further than to recommend the book to all persons 
who are concerned in the political and commercial relations of Ollr Eastem Empire."'­
Literary Gazette. 

An ANALYSIS of the LAWS and REGULATIONS enacted 
by the GOVERNOR-GENER"AL in COUNCIL at FORT-WILI,IAM 
in BENGAL, for the Civil Government of the British Territories under that 
Presidency. Volume I.-Comprising General Legislative Provisions for enact­
ing a Code of Laws and Regulations, with Rules for Civil and Criminal Justice, 
and the Police; also a Concise View of the Mohammedan Criminal Law. By 
JOHN HERBERT HARINGTON, Esq. In folio, price £2. 2s. boards. 



8 Wo1'!u relating to India, 

TRANSACTIONS of the ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY of 
GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. Vol. I. (containing Tliree Parts), 
4to. price £2. lOs. sewed. (Or the Parts separate, viz. Part r. at lOs.-Part 
II. at £1.-Part III. at £.1.) 

Ditto, ditto. Vol. II. (containing Two Parts) 4to., price £3. lOs. sewed. 
lOr the Parts separate, viz. Part I. at £%-Part II. at £1. lOs.) 

Ditto, ditto. Vol. III. Part I., 4to. price 15s. sewed. 
"Th!s pledge of the labours of the Royal Asiatic Society, we have no doubt, will be 

cordially welcomed by Oriental scholars, both at home and abroad."-Asiatie Journal. 
" The gratification which we.have derived from the perusal of these, its infant labours, 

is considerable.''-Oriental Herald. 

The MAHAVANSI, the RAJA-RATNACARI, and the RAJA­
V ALI, forming the SACRED and HISTORICAL BOOKS of CEYLON; 
also a Collection of Tracts illustrative of the Doctrines and Literature of Budd­
hism ; translated from the Singhalese. Edited by EDWARD UPHAM, M. R.A.S. 
and F.S.A., Author of the History and Doctrines of Buddhism, the History of 
the Ottoman Empire, &c. &c. In 3 vols. 8vo. price £2. 2s. boards. 

ZOOLOGICAL RESEARCHES in JAVA and the Neighbour­
ing Islands; with coloured Plates, representing Native Quadrupeds and Birds. 
By THOMAS HoRSFIELD, M.D. F. L. S., &c. In I large vol. royal 4to. price 
£8. 8s. boards • 

., The present work of Dr. Horsfield's discovers several species of animals hitherto 
unknown to zoologists, and which are not in the large collection at Paris or Leyden. It is 

·formed with much care, and will be of great use in the advancement of Qatural sciences." 
-Bulletin gffli1'al et universel des annonces et des Nouvelles Scientifiques. 

" This is a valuable work. The plates, by Mr. w. Daniell, are in his best manner, and 
those containing the anatomical details are superior to any hitherto J?Ublished in this · 
country. The author appears to be actuated by a sincere and zealous splrlt of investiga .. 
tion. What he has observed he has minutely described, and those details are useful, and 
indeed highly valuable to the scientific."-Philo•ophi<'al Magazine. 

Also, by the same Author, 

A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE of the LEPIDOPTEROUS 
INSECTS contained in the·MUSEUM of the Hon. EAST-INDIA COM· 
P ANY, illustrated by coloured Figures of new Species, &c. Parts I. and II., 
in royal 4to., each, price £1. lis. 6d.; or, with proof impressions, and all the 
Plates coloured, £2. 2s. 

u It is by no means too much to state, that exotic insects have never before been so fully 
and correctly illustrated as in the excellent figures and descriptions here given."-Zoological 
Jow·nal. 

The EAS'r-INDIA MILITARY CALENDAR; containing the 
Services of General and Field Officers of the Indian Army. Published under 
the Sanction of, and Dedicated by express Permission to, the Ron. the Court 
of Directors of the Affairs of the East-India Company. By " the Editor of 
the Royal Military Calendar." In 3 vols. 4to. price £7, lOs. boards. , 

".," Any of the volumes may be had separate, price £2. lOs. each. 

JOURNALS of the SIEGES of the MADRAS ARMY in the 
Years 1817, 1818, and 1819; with Obseivations on the System, according to 
which such Operations have usually been conducted in India, and a Statement 
of the Improvements that appear necessary. By EDWARD LAKE, Lieut. of the 
Ron. East-India Company's Madras Engineers. In 1 vol. Svo., with a 4to. 
Atlas of Explanatory Plates, price £1. 6s. boards. 
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A HISTORY of the ISLAND of ST. HELENA, from its Dis­
covery by the Portuguese, to the Year 1823. Dedicatee!, by permission, to 
the Honourable the Court of Directors of the United East-India Company. By 
T. H. BROOKE, Esq., First Member of Council of St. Helena. Second Edition 
in Bvo. price 12s. boards. 

HISTORY of the INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO; containing an 
Account of the Manners, Arts, Languages, Religious Institutions, and Com­
merce of its Inhabitants. By JoHN CRAWFURD, F.R.S., late British Resident 
at the Court of Java. In 3 vols. 8vo., with Maps and Plates, price £2. l2s. 6d. 
boards. 

The ASIATIC JOURNAL and MONTHLY REGISTER for 
British and Foreign India, China, and Australasia, (New Series) published on 
the first day of every month, price 3s. 6d. 

Ditto ditto, New Series, Vol. I. to X. (January 1830 to Aprill833). 8vo. 
price £8. 5s. half-bound. 

Sets of the Old Series of this work, from its commencement in January 1816 
to December 1829 (28 vols. 8vo.), or any single number may be had. 

*•* The Asiatic Journal has now been established upwards of seventeen yearfS, and is the 
only pubHcation which has furnished, during that period, a complete and faithful record of 
Indian occurrences. The efforts it has made to publish the latest intelligence, and the 
variety of interesting matter on Oriental subjects of which it is the vehicle, have justly 
obtained for it an extensive circulation, and rendered it peculiarly valuable to all those who 
take an interest in Indian affairs, or who have connexions in that quarter .. 

The EAST-INDIA REGISTER and DIRECTORY (published 
Half-Yearly), containing complete Lists of the Company's Servants, at Home 
and Abroad, Civil, 1\lilitary, and Marine, with their respective Appointments; 
List of the Europeans, Mariners, &c. not in the Service of the East-India 
Company; Regulations and Instructions respecting the Appointment of Writers, 
Cadets, and Assistant-Surgeons; with a variety of other useful Information. 
Compiled, by Permission of the Hon. East-India Company, from the Official 
Returns received at the East-India House. By G. H- BaowN and F. CLARK, 
of the Secretary's Office, East-India House. In l thick vol. l~mo. price lOs. 
sewed. 

"•" For the accommodation of persons requiring information limited to either 
of the presidencies, a Separate Register is published for each, fully detailing all 
particulars immediately connected with it. 

The price of the Bengal Register and Directory is 6s. sewed ; that of the 
Madras o.r Bombay, 5s. each. 

A REGISTER of SHIPS employed in the Service of the Hon. 
East-India Company, from th~ Year 1760 to 1826; with an Appendix, contain­
ing a Variety of Particulars and Useful Information interesting to those con­
cerned with the East-India Commerce. By the late C. HARDY. Revised, 
with considerable Additions, by his Son, HORATIO C. A. HARDY. In l vol. 
l2mo. A new Edition. 

LUNAR and HORARY TABLES, for performing, by new and 
concise Methods, all the Calculations necessary for ascertaining the Longitude 
by Lunar Observations, or Chronometers; with an Appendix, containiug Direc­
tions for acquiring a knowledge of the principal Fixed Stars. By DAVID 
THoMPsoN, Inventor of the Longitude Scale. In l vol. royal Svo. price lOs. 
hoards. 



IO Works relating to lrulia, 

NAUTICAL and ASTRONOMICAL TABLES, compiled and 
computed for facilitating Operations in Navigation and Nautical Astronomy. 
By THOMAS LYNN, Teacher of Navigation, and Examiner of the Junior Officers 
of the Hon. East-India Company's Service. In I thick vol. royal Svo. price 
£2. 2s. boards. 

Also, by the sapte Author, 

HORARY TABLES, for finding the Time by Inspection, in 
order to facilitate tile Operations of obtaining the Longitude at Sea by Chrono­
meters and Lunar Observations. In l vol. 4to. price £2. 2s. boards. 

AZIMUTH TABLES, for finding the Variation of the Com­
pass, &c. In 4to. price £I. Ws. boards. 

SYSTEM of TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION. A Pocket 
Edition, in 12mo., price 7s. boards. 

OPINIONS of the Hon. MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE 
upon some of the leading ·Questions connected with the Government of British 
India, examined and compared with those of the late Hir THOMAS MUNRO 
and Sir JOHN MALCOLM, as taken from their Evidence before Parliament. 
By a Civil Servant of the Honourable East-India Company. In Svo. price 2s. 
stitched. 

An INQUIRY into the Causes of the long-continued STA­
TIONARY CONDITION of INDIA and its Inhabitants: with a brief 
Examination of the leading Principles of Two of the most approved Revenue 
Systems of British India. In Svo. 4s. stitched. 

u An able, acute, and lucid production."-A.siatic Jow·nal. 

An INQUIRY into the ALLEGED PRONENESS to LITIGA­
TION of the NATIVES of INDIA; with SUGGESTIONS for amending 
some part of the JUDICIAL SYSTEM of BRITISH INDIA. In Svo. 
price 2s. stitched. 

IMPORTED !"ROM INDIA. 

ELORA INDICA; or, DESCRIPTION of INDIAN PLANTS. 
By the late WILLIAM RoXllURGH, M.D., F.R.S.E., &c.&c. Edited by W. 
CAREY. A New Edition. (Calcutta, I832.) Vols. I. and JI, .8vo. price 
£2. 12s. boards. 

• •"' The present edition to be completed in four volumes. 

OBSERVATIONS on the COLONIES of NEW SOUTH 
WALES and VAN DIEMEN'S LAND. By JoHN HENDERSON. In 81•0. 
price 7s. boards. 

OBSERVATIONS on some of the most important Points COHo 
·nected with the Consideration and Treatment of CHOLERA ASPHYXIA. 
By JAMES HUTCHINSON, A.M., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
London; of the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta; Surgeon on the 
Bengal Establishment, &c. &c (Calcutta, 1832.) In Svo. price Ss. boards. 
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A TREATISE on the EPIDEMIC CHOLERA, as it has pre· 
vailed in INDIA, together with the Reports of the Medical Officers made to 
the Medical Boards of the Presidencies of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, for 
the purpose of ascertaining a successful Mode of treating that Destructive 
Disease, and· a Critical Examination of all the 'Vorks which have hitherto 
appeared on that Subject. By FREDERICK: CoilBYN, Esq., M.R.C.S.L., Surgeon 
on the Bengal Establi,;hment, &c. In 1 vol. 8vo. price 12s. board!'· 

" Mr. Corbyn's book contains the best history of the cholera which we have hitherto 
seen. We feel it to be our dutr. to recommend d:tc perusal of his treatise most strongly to 
the faculty in England, who will find it a valua'..>Ie book of reference, combining, besides a 
general history of the disease, a statement of t:he 4t1thor's own opinions {whose mode of 

~~~f~h~J ~~~h~~~~~~~ :l~h~~~~~t ~?~~~~rdi~~~~~d~nof\::f:e~~~t{h~hdis~~~~ 
-Asiatic Journal. 

cf An elaborate and very various and irfdustrioUs work."-Spectator. 
u A very able, luminous, and can~id work, and contains an acute and satisfactory 

analysis of the J?revai!ing p~actic~ of.l'his cOntemporaries, of ~heir Pll;blished opinions, and 
of all the forms m which this terrif1c disease has hitherto mamfested 1tself."-Atlas. 

u It embraces a g_reat deal of val:~able lnformation."-Calcutta Literm·y Gazette. 
uNo man can nse from the~rusal of this work without an impression highly favour­

able to the author, as a diligent nd able observer-a conscientious and benevolent man-
:',~~;:'.t,:\~;.e~~~~~~i";;;~tiJ.ac itioner. It will be generally welcomed by the medical com-

'' A. clever. work."-Literary~ Gazette. 

. Also, by the same Author, 

On the MANAGEM'gNT and DISEASES of INFANTS under 
the INFLUENCE of thtj CLIMATE of INDIA, being Instructions to 
Mothers and Parents in !Situations where Medical Aid is not to be obtained, 
and a G~ide to Me.dical ~.den inexperienced-in the. Nursery and the Treatment 
of Trop1cal lnfantme TJisease. In royal 8vo., with coloured plates, price 
£1. lis. 6d. boards. . j 

R~PORTS of SELECT CASES DETERMINED in the 
COURT of JI!IZAI~uT ADA WLUT, BENGAL, from the Year 1805 to 
1826 inclusive; witb1 Tables of the Names of the Cases and principal Matters. 
By W • H. MACNAC:'HTEN Esq. Register of that Court. In 2 vols. royal 8vo. 
price £2. 2s. boarc'.di. ' ' 

Ditto, ditt.o·,.Yol. III. Part I., containing Reports for the Year 1827. In 
royal8vo~pnc 4s. sewed. · 

Also, by the same Author, 

• PRll\TCIPLES and PRECEDENTS of MOOHUMMUDAN 
~· o/, being a Compilation of Primary Rules relative to the Doctrine o~ Inhe· 
r1ta.J,tce (including the Tenets of the Schia Sectaries), Contracts, and MJscella-

eous Subjects ; and a Selection of Legal Opinio~s involving thos~ Points, 
delivered in the severai Courts of Judicature subordmate to the Pres1dency of 
Fort William; together with Notes illustrative and explanatory, and prelimi­
nary Remarks. In royal 8vo. price £1. lis. 6d. boards. 

An ABRIDGMENT of the PENAL REGULATIONS enacted 
for the GOVERNMENT of the TERRITORIES under the PRESI­
DENCY of FORT WILLIAM in BENGAL; exhibiting, at one view, the 
Offence, the Penalty for that Offence, the Jurisdiction necessary to convict the 
Offender, and a Reference to the Number, Year, and Section of the enacting 
Regulation, together with an Alphabetical Table of Contents. Second Edition. 
By D. C. S~IYTH, Esq., Judge and Magistrate of the· District of Hooghly. In 
4to. price 7s. sewed 

Two TREATISES on the HINDU LAW of INHERITANCE. 
Translated by H. T. CoLEllROOH:E, Esq. (Calcutta, printed 1810.) In 4to. 
price £1. lis. 6d. boards. 
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SELECT SPECIMENS of the THEATRE of the HINDUS, 
translated from the Original Sanscrit; together with an Account of their 
Dramatic System, NoticeS of the different Dramas, &c. By HoRACE HAYMAN 
WILSON, Esq. In 3 vols. Svo. price £1. lOs. boards. 

". • The dramas selected are the l\1richchakati, Vikrama and Urvasi, Mal uti, 
and .. Madhava, Uttara Hama Charita, Mudra Rakshasa, and Hatnavali. 

~r This is a most important. :k<idition t.o our literature, and wiB surprise those literary 
men who were, till now, but litt.le acquainted with the learning of the Hindus. No man 
wfth a library will find 1t compfete. without these volumes, for which we are deeply 
indebted to 1\Ir. 'Vilson/'-New Molt_thlv Mafar:ine. 

Also, bf.ihes~Aothor, 

A REVIEW of the EXTERN AD COMMERCE of BENGAL, 
from l813-l4 to 1827-28. In 8vo. 1wici\ Ss. boanls. 

DOCUMENTS ILLUSTRATIVJ~ of the BURMESE WAR; 
with an Introductory Sketch of the Events o.f the War, and an Appendix. In 
1·oyal 4to., with a large Map, price £2. 2s. bo.'trds. . . 

~,." An l1istorical Sketch of the War, with \IJ.Map, bemg a portwn of the 
above, may be had separate, price l6s. \ 

An ACCOUNT of STEAM VESSEL~, and of Proceedings 
connected with STEAJ\'l NAVIGATION in BR;fTISH INDIA. Compiled 
by G. A. Pn,INSEl'. In royal4to., with Map and F\~ates;~pr~e £1. Is. boards. 

TRANSACTIONS of the -;;;;ICAL , a1"ld Pn~SICAL SO­
CIETY of CALCUTTA, with Appendices, comt~~;ining mu~fr valuable 
matter, and Copper-plate Engravings. Vols. I. to v. ·w 8vo. pnce £3. 15s. 

".This work is one of the most curious and interesting which has fallen- wfthi!l our.notice 
for some time past. We cannot forbear expressing our honest pnde an~ satlsfacbon ~n 
receiving s~ch a solid testimouial of the zeal which animates out\ profess1onal brethren m 
the East."-TAJndOn Medical and Phyaical.Jou'rhal. 1- . '~ ' 

u It bea~s witness to the diligence of the membel"s of the Socie y!tan~ contams a great 
number of curiouS and interesting facts."-Edinburgh Medical and Sui·gtc_alJour~&l. 

ASIATIC RESEARCHES. Transactions oft!~hysical Class 
of the Asiatic ~ociety of Bengal. Part I. In royal 4to., with c~_; oured Maps 
and Tables, pnce £1. 5s. sewed. 

TRANSACTIONS of the AGRICULTURAL and HORTIC. 
TURAL SOCIETY of INDIA. Vol. I. in Svo., price lOs. boards. 

Captain POGSON'S NARRATIVE during a TOUR to CHA-
TEEGAON, 1831. In Svo. price 5s. sewed. . 

ANNALS of the COLLEGE of FORT WILLIAM, fi·om the 
period of its Foundation, on the 4th of May 1800, to the Year 1819. Compiled 
from Official Hecords, hy the late Captain THO~IAS ROEBUCK. In I vol. Svo. 
price £I. Is. boards. 

The CALCUTTA ANNUAL REGISTER, containing an Account 
of every Occurrence in I~dia durin~ the Years 182~ and 1822. Vol. I. for 
1821-Vol. II. for 1822; m 8vo. pnce £I. Is. each, m boards. 

An INDEX to the PLANTS of INDIA. By H. PIDDINGTON. 



Publislwd by Parbury, Allen, and Co. 13 

®ttent«l iittetature. 

Valuable Works in the Persian, Arabic, Sanscrit, Hindoostanee, 
Bengalee, Singhalese, Chinese, and Turkish Languages. 

A DICTIONARY, PERSIAN, ARABIC, and ENGLISH, 
with a Dissertation on the Languaf(eS, Literature, and Manners of Eastern 
·Nations. By JOHN RICHARDSON, Esq., F.S.A., &c. &c., revised and im­
proved by CHARLES WtLKINs, Esq., LL.D., F.R.S., and now considerably 
enlarged by FRANClS JoHNSON. New Edition, in I large vol. royal 4to., price 
£9. 9s. boards. 

A GRAMMAR of the PERSIAN LANGUAGE. By SIR 
WILLIAM JoNES. The Ninth Edition, with considerable Additions and· Im­
provements, and Specimens of the finest Persian and Arabic Hand-writing. 
By the Rev. SAMUEL LEE, B. D., &c. In 4to. price £I. 5s. boards. 

Works by J. B. GILCHRIST, Esq. LL.D. 

HINDOOSTANEE PHILOLOGY; compnsmg a DIC­
TIONARY, ENGLISH and HINDOOSTANEE, with a Grammatical 
Introduction. To which is prefixed a Copper-plate, exhibiting a Comparative 
View of the Roman and Oriental Characters used in the Hindoostanee Lan­
guage. In 4to., reprinted from the edition of 1810, price £5. 5s. boards. 

The STRANGER'S Infallible EAST-INDIAN GUIDE; or, 
Hindoostanee Multum in Parvo, as a Grammatical Compendium of the Grand, 
Popular, and Military Language of all India. In 1 vol. Svo., price £I. boards. 

HINDEE-ROMAN ORTHOEPIGRAPHICAL ULTIMA­
TUM; or, a View of Oriental and Occidental Visible Sounds, on fixed and 
practical Principles; exemplified in One Hundred Anecdotes, Tales, Jests, &c. 
of the Hindoostanee Story-Teller. Second Edition. In 8vo. price £1. lOs. 
boards. 

DIALOGUES, ENGLISH and HINDOOSTANEE; for pro­
moting the Colloquial Intercourse of Europeans on the most indispensable and 
familar Subjects with the Natives of India, immediately on their arrival in Hin­
doostan. To which is added, a Translation of the Articles of War. In Svo. 
price £1. boards. 

The HINDEE MORAL PRECEPTOR; or, Rudimental Prin­
ciples of Persian Qrammar, and Hindee-Persic and English Vocabulary. In I 
vol. Svo. price £1: I Os. boards. 

"_various systems of Anglo· Persian orthography have been proposed, but the one which 
is la1d down by Dr. Gilchrist, in this and his other books, may perhaps with justice claim to 
be as perfect as can be made."-New EdinbUJ·gh Review. 

SUKOONTULA NATUK; being an Appendix to the English 
and Hindoostanee Dialogues, in a separate form; and as a Dramatic Performance, 
translated long ago from the Original Sunskrit, into elegant Hindoostanee, but 
now first exhibited in the Universal Character. In Svo. price Ss. boards. 
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Works by JOHN SHAKESPEAR, Esq: 

A DICTIONARY; HINDUSTANI and ENGLISH. Second 
Edition, much enlarged, in 4to., price £5. ·}5s. 6d. boards. 

A GRAMMAR of the HINDUSTANI LANGUAGE. Third 
Edition, enlarged and improved, in 4to., price £1. Is. boards. 

MUNTAKHABAT·I-HINDI; or Selections in Hindustani, 
with Verbal Translations and a Grammatical Analysis of some parts, for the 
Use of Students of the Language. In 2 vols. 4to. price £2. 2s. boards. 

A DICTIONARY of the ENGLISH and SINGHALESE, and 
SINGHALESE and ENGLISH LANGUAGES. Under tlw Patronage 
of the Government of Ceylon. By the Rev. B. CLOUGH, Wesleyan Missionary. 
(Colombo, printed 1821.) In 2 vols. Svo. price £2. 5s. boards. 

Also, by the same Author, 

A COMPENDIOUS PALl GRAMMAR, with a copious 
VOCABULAHY in the same Language. (Colombo, printed 1824.) In 8yo. 
price I5s. boards. 

A GRAMMAR of the T,HAI, or SIAMESE LANGUAGE. By 
Captain JAMES Low, of the Hon. East-India Company's Military Service. In 
Svo. price £1 boards. 

Works b.1J ROBERT MORRISON, D.D. 

A DICTIONARY of the CHINESE LANGUAGE, in Three 
Parts, forming six volumes royal4to. viz. 

Part I.-Chinese and English, arranged according to the Radicals (complete 
in itself), in 3 vols, royal 4to. price £7. lOs. boards. 

Part H.-Chinese and English, arranged Alphabetically (complete in itself), 
in 2 vols. royal 4to. price £6. 6s. 

Part. III.-English and Chinese (complete in itself), in I vol •. royal 4to. 
price£ l. lls. 6d. boards. 

"'"" Any of the parts may be had separate. 
"Dr. Morrison's c Dictionary of the Chinese Language' may be considered as the most 

important work in Chinese literature that has yet reached Europe."-Quarterly Review. 

A GRAMMAR of the CHINESE LANGUAGE. (Serampore, 
printed 1815.) In 4.to. price £1 boards. 

A VIEW of CHINA, for PHILOLOGICAL PURPOSES, con-
taining a Sketch of Chinese Chronology, Geography, Population, Government, 
Religion, and Customs, with Remarkabls Occurrences. (Macao, printed 1817.) 
In 4to. price £I. Is. boards. 

The names of Emperors, Palaces, Offices of the GovernmentJ Jmd so on, are given in 
the Chinese Character. .... . 

HAFT KULZUM, or the SEVEN SEAS : a Dictionary and 
Grammar of the Persian Language, by His late l\lajesty the KING of OunE. 
In 7 vols. folio. Price £30. 

This splendid work was printed at the Royal Press, in the city of Lucknow. The first 
six volumes contain the Dictionary, and the seventh the Grammar. 
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A DICTIONARY of tbe PERSIAN and ARABIC LAN­
GUAGES. By JosEPH BARETTo, Jun., Esq. In 2 vols. Svo. price £4. 4s. 
boards. 

\ 
A DICTIONARY, SANSCRIT and ENGLISH, translated, 

amended, and enlarged from an original Compilation prepared by Learned 
Natives for the College of Fort William. By HoRACE HAYMAN WILSoN, Esq. 
A New Edition. One large 4to. volume. In the Press. 

A GRAMMAR of tbe TURKISH LANGUAGE: with a Pre­
liminary Discourse on the Language and Literature of the Turkish Nations, a 
copious Vocabulary, Dialogues, a collection of Extracts in Prose and Verse, 
and lithographed Specimens of various Ancient and l\Jodern Manuscripts. By 
ARTHUR LUMLEY DAVIDS. In 4to. price £1, 8s. boards. . 

" A work replete with intelligence-deformed by no hypotheses or thcories-<;ens\ble, 
clear, acute, and though on a dry subject, exceedingly entertaining."-I..itera77J Gazette 

u Never perhaps were the rulesfor acquiring a difficult language laid down in a manner 
so simple, and at the same time intermixed with so great a variety of the most interesting 
information. Indeed, we may venture to say, that a glance at this work would be sufficient 
to induce one to study the Turkish Language. It is without exception the most beautiful 

.. specimen of Oriental Typography we have ever seen."-Gentleman's Magazine. 
" We are quite astonished at the extent of reading djsplayed in Mr. Davids's Preliminary 

Discourse. We most cordially recommend Ule work to the notice of every lover of Turkish 
literature.''-A.siatic Journal. 

A COLLECTION of PROVERBS and PROVERBIAL 
PHRASES, in the Persian and Hindoostanee Languages. Compiled and 

. tmnslated chiefly by the late THo~rAs RoEJJUCK. Edited by H. H. WILsoN, 
Esq. (Calcutta, ~rinted 1824.} In Svo. price£]. Is. boards. 

In addition to the English translations of the Proverbs, many of them are further 
illustrated by a comparison with the analogous proverbial phrases of the West, and by an 
explanation or their tendency. or the circumstances on which they are founded. 

SHIGURF N AMAH-I-V ,ALAET, or Excellent Intelligence con­
cerning Europe, being the Travels of Shaikh Itesa 1\foodeen, Moonshee, in 
Great Britain and France. Translated from the original Persian Manuscript 
into Hindoostanee. With an English Version and Notes. By JAMES ED­
WARD ALEXANDER, Esq., H.P., late H.M. 13th Light Dragoons. In Svo., 
with a Portrait of the Moonshee, price ISs. boards. 

The GULISTAN, or ROSE-GARDEN, of Musle-Huddeen 
Shaik Sil.dy of Sheeraz, ·in the original Persian, being a carefully corrected and 
revised Edition of tlmt formerly published by FRANCIS GLADWIN, Esq. In 8vo. 
price l6s. boards.-Or, a Translation in English. 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

NEW CYCLOP lEDIA HINDOOSTANICA of WIT; contain­
ing a Collection of Humorous Stories iu the Persian and Nagree Characters, 
with a Vocabulary, Hindoostanee and English. By SHREE LuLLOO LAL RuB. 
(Calcutta, printed HllO.) In royal8vo. price £2 boards. 

The HITOP ADESHA : a Collection of Fables and Tales in 
San3crit, by Vishnusarma; with the Bengali and the English Translations 
revised. Edited by Lakshami Narayan Nyalankara. (Calcutta 1830.) 
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WORKS PUBLISHED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AT CALCUTTA. 

I. MOOLUKHKHUS-OOL-TUWAREEKH (in Persian), be­
ing an Abridgment of the celebrated historical Work called the Seir Mootakherin. 
Royal 4to. £1. ]5s. boards. 

2. MOOJIZ-001-QANOON; a Medical Work (in Arabic). 
By Alee bin Alee II Huzm (lbn.ool-Nufees). 4to. £1 boards. 

3. BHATTI KA VYA ; a Poem, on the Actions of Rama (in 
Sanscrit). With Commentaries. In 2 vols. royal Svo. £2. lOs. boards. 

4. LAGHU KAUMUDI: a Sanscrit Grammar. By Vadaraja. 
Royal 12mo. 7s. 6d. boards. 

5. MUGDHABODHA: a Sanscrit Grammar. By.Vopadeva. 
Royal 12mo. 7s. 6d. boards. 

6. NYA Y A S UTRA VRITTI, the Logical Aphorisms of Gotama 
(in Sanscrit). With a Commentary. Svo. lOs. 6d. boards. 

7. BHASHA PARICHHEDA and SIDDHANTA MUKTA­
VALI: an Elementary Treatise on the Terms of Logic, with its Commentary 
(in Sanscrit). RoyalSvo. 7s.6d. boards. 

8. LILAVATI, a Treatise on Arithmetic; translated into Per­
sian, from the Sanscrit of Bhascara Acharya. Royal Svo. Ss. 6d. boards. 

9. SELECTIONS, Descriptive, Scientific, and Historical; trans­
lated into Persian, for the use of Native Youth. Roya!Svo. 14s. boards. 

10. SAHITYA DERP AN A; a Treatise on Rhetorical Compo­
sition (in Sanscrit). By Viswanath Kaviraja. Royal Svo. 14s. boards. 

II. MEJMUA SHEMSHI: a Summary of the Copernican 
System of Astronomy (in Persian). 12mo. 2s. 6d. stitched. 

12. FUTA WA ALEMGIRI: a collection of Opinions and Pre­
cepts of Mohammedan Law, compiled by command of the Emperor Arungzeb 
Alemgir (in Arabic). 3 vols. royal 4t. £9. 15s. 

13. Short ANATOMICAL DESCRIPTION of the HEART, 
trru1slated into Arabic, by JOHN TYTLER. Svo. 3s. 6d. boards. 

14. DAYA TATWA: a Treatise on the Law of Inheritance, by 
Raghunandana Bhatt{teharya (in Sanscrit). Svo. Ss. boards. 

15. DAYA KRAMA SANGRAHA : a Compendium of the 
Order of Inheritance (in Sa;1scrit). Svo. Ss. boards. 

16. DA YA BRAGA; or, Law of lnheritlince; with a Com­
mentary by Krishna J'erkalankara- (in Sanscrit). Svo. 12s. boards. 

17. KAVYA PRAKASA: a Treatise on Poetry and Rhetoric, 
by Mammata Acharya (in Sanscrit). Svo. 16s. boards. 

18. VEDANTA SARA: Elements of Theology, according to 
the Vedas; with a Commentary (in Sanscrit). Svo. 12s. boards. 

19. VYAVAHARA TATWA: a Treatise on Judicial Proceed­
ings, by Raghuuandana Bhattacharya (in Sanscrit). Svo. Ss: boards. 

20. CH,HUTRU PRUKASH: a Biographical AccouBt of 
Ch hutru Sal, Raja of Boondelkund, by Lal Kuvi (in Brij Bhakha). Edited 
by Capt. w. ParcE· Svo. l6s. boards. 
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21. The KIFAYAH, a Commentary on the Hidayah: a Trea­
tise on the. Questions of Mohammadan Law. By Hukeem Mouluvee Abdool 
Mujeed, and others (in Arabic). 4to., £2. lOs. sewed. 

22. The INA YAH: a Commentary on the Hidayah: a Work 
on Mohummudan Law, compiled by Mohummud Akmulooddeen, Ibn Muh­
mood, &c. (in Arabic). 4to., £1. l7s. 6d sewed. 

· 23. MENU SANHITA: the Institutes of Menu, with the 
Commentary of Khul!uka Bhatta (in Sanscrit). 2 vols. Svo. £1. 5s. sewed. 

24. MITAKSHARA: a Compendium of Hindu Law, by Vij­
naneswara, founded on the Texts of Yajnawalkya. The Vyavahara Section or 
Jurisprudence (in Sanscrit). Svo. 14s. sewed. · 

25. UTTARA RAMA CHERITRA, or Continuation of the 
History of R.ama, a Drama, by Bhavabhuti. (Sanscrit). Svo. 2s. 6d. sewed. 

26. MALATI and MADRA VA: a Drama in Ten Acts, by 
Bhavabhuti. (Sanscrit). Svo. 2s. 6d. sewed. 

27. MUDJtA RAKSHASA, or the Signet of the Minister, a 
Drama, by Visakha Datta. (Sanscrit). Svo. 2s. 6d. sewed. 

28. VIKRAMORVASI, or Vikrama and Urvasi: a Drama, by 
Kalidasa. (Sanscrit). Svo. 2s. sewed; 

PRINTED FOR THE ORIENTAL TRANSLATION FUND OF 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

TRAVELS of IBN BATUTA, translated from the Arabic, with 
Notes, &c. By the Rev. S. LEE, B.D., &c. &"c. 4to. £I. sewed. 

MEMOIRS of the EMPEROR JAHANGUEIR, written by 
himself; and translated from a Persian MS., by Maj. D. PRICE. 4to. l2s. 

TRAVELS of MACARIUS, Patriarch of Antioch, written by 
his Attendant Archdeacon, Paul of Aleppo, in Arabic; translated by F. C. 
BELFOUR, A.M., &c. Parts I to III. 4to. Each Part lOs. sewed. 

HAN KOONG TSEW; a Chinese Tragedy, translated from 
the Original, with Notes, by J. F. DAVIs, F.R.S., &c. 4to. 5s. 

HISTORY of the'AFGHANS; translated from the Persian of 
Neamet Allah, by Dr. BERNHARD DoRN. Part I. 4to. I4s. 

The FORTUNATE UNION; a Chinese Romance, translated 
by J. F. DAvis, F.R.S., &c. 2 vols. Svo. 16s. boards. 

YAKKUN NATTANNAWA, and KOLAN NATTAN­
NA W A : Cingalese Poems, descriptive of the Ceylon System of Demonology, 
&c. &c.; translated by JoHN CALLAWAY. Svo. Ss. sewed. 

ADVENTURES of HATIM TAI, a Romance; translated from 
the Persian by DuNCAN FoRBEs, A.M. 4to. 16s. boards. 

. LIFE of SHEIKH MOHAMMED ALI HAZIN, written by 
himself; translated from the Persian by F. C. BELFOUR, M.A., Oxon. Svo. 
lOs. 6d. boards.-Also the Persian Text. Svo.- lOs. 6d. · 
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MEMOIRS of a MALAYAN FAMILY, written by them­
selves, and translated by W. MARSDEN, F.R.S. Svo. 2s. 6d. boards. 

HISTORY of the WAR in BOSNIA, during the Years 1737, 
38, and 39; translated from the Turkish, by C. FRASER. 8vo. 4s. boards, 

MULFUZAT TIMURY, or Autobiographical Memoirs of the 
Mogul Emperor Timur, translated by Major CHAS. STEWART. 4to. 12s. bds. 

HISTORY of VARTAN, and of the Religious Wars between 
the Persians and Armenians; translated by C. F. NEUMANN. 4to. lOs. sewed. 

LIFE of HAFIZ REHMUT KHAN; translated from the 
Persi?n by CHARLES ELLIOT, Esq. Svo. 5s. boards. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRANSLATIONS from Oriental Lan-
guages. Vol. I. Svo. Ss. boards. 

This volume contains-!. Notes of aJourhey into tile tnteri<lt of Northerh AfricA; from 
the Arabic.-2. Extracts from the Sakaa Thevan Saasteram, or Book of Fate; from the 
Tamul.-3. The Last Days of Krishna and the Sons of Pandu; from the Persian.-4. The 
Vedala Cadai; from the Tamu!.-<;. Indian Cookery, as practised and described by tho 
Natives of the East. 

ALGEBRA of MOHAMMED BEN MUSA, Arabic and Eng­
lish. Edited and translated by FRED. RosEN, 8vo. lOs. boards. 

HISTORY of the MARITIME WARS of the TURKS, by 
Haji Khalifeh; translated by JAMES MITCHELL. Part I. 4to. 7s. boards. 

TRANSLATIONS from the CHINESE and ARMENIAN, by 
CHARLES F. NEUMANN. 8vo. 12s. boards. 

Tllis volume contains-I. History of the Pirates who infested the China Sea, from 1807 
to 1810.-2. The Catechism of the Shamans; or the Laws and Regulations of tho Priest­
hood of Buddha in Chiila.-3. Vahram's Chronicle of the Armenian Kingdom in Cilicia 
during the time of the Crusades. 

The GEOGRAPHICAL WORKS of SADIK ISF AHANI, &c. 
Translated by J. C. from Original Persian MSS. 8vo. lOs. boards. 

SHAH NAMEH of the Poet FIRDAUSI, translated and 
and abridged in Prose and Verse, &c. By JAMEs ATKINSoN, Esq. Svo. 15s. bds. 

TEZKEREH al VAKIAT, or Private Memoirs of the Moghul 
"Emperor HUMAYUN. Translated by Major CHAS. STEWART.' 4to. lOs. bds. 

SlY AR-UL-MUTAKHERIN. Revised from the Translation of 
Haji Mustafa, and collated with the Persian Original, by Lieut.-Col. JoHN 
BRIGGS. Vol. I. Bvo. 14s. boards. 

HOEI-LAN-KI; ou l'Histoire du Cercle de Craie, Drame, 
·traduit du Chinois; par STANISLAS JuLIEN. Svo. 7s. boards. 

SAN KOKF TSOU RAN TO SETS; ou, aperc;u general des 
Trois Royaumes. Traduit de )'original Japonais· Chinois, par M· J, KLAPROTH, 
Ouvrage accompagne de cinque Cartes. Svo. · 15s. boards. 

ANNALS of the TURKISH EMPIRE, 1591 to 1659. By 
Naima. Translated by CHARLES FRASER. Vol. I. 4to. £1. lis. 6d. bds. 

RAGHUV ANSA, KALIDASJE CARMEN, Sanskrite et La­
tine. Edidit ADOLPHUS FREDERICUS STENZLER. 4to. £1. Is. boards. 

HISTORY of the EARLY KINGS of·PERSIA. Translated 
from the Persian of Mirkhond, with Notes, by DAVID SHEA. Svo. lOs. boards. 

CUSTOMS and MANNERS of the WOMEN of PERSIA. 
Translated from the Persian by JAMES ATKINSoN, Esq. Svo. 5s. bds. 
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ALL COMPILED FROM ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. 

MAPS 01' INDIA, 

A NEWLY CONSTRUCTED and EXTENDED MAP of 
INDIA, and of the BURMAN EMPIRE, from the latest Surveys of the 
best Authorities. On Six Sheets, price £2. I 2s. 6d. ; or on cloth, in a case, 
£3. 13s. 6d. ; or on cloth, with Rollers, varnished, £4. 4s. 

Among the great mass of materials used In the construction of this Map, the following 
may beparticularized:-the Surveys of ColotJel M'Kenzie in the Mysore; of BriJtadier 
Lambton, as well as numerous Positions determined by him in the course of his Tngono­
metrical Operations; of Colonel Hodgson and Captains Webb and White in the Moun-

~f:~\~~~~ic~ ;A~~a;af~JnJ~~#~~~r~~S~~~~d 1ndf ;;t~~~~~!:l:r{~:~P:f~n~~ 
poor. Malwa is copied from Sir John Malcolm's Map. The latest routes of Mr. lll.oor· 
croft have also been inserted. 

SMALLER MAP of INDIA, and of the BURMAN EMPIRE, 
compiled from the latest Documents. On One large Sheet, 1Ss. ; or on clotll, 
in a Case, or with Rollers, £1. 5s.; or with Rollers, varnished, £1. 9s. 

MAP of INDIA, comprehending the Countries situated be­
tween the Indus and Canton, East and West; and Thibet and Singapore, North 
and South; compiled by order of the East-India Company, chiefly from original 
Documents. On Two large Sheets, price 15s.; or on Cloth, in a Case, 
£1. 5s. 6d. 

MAP of the WESTERN PROVINCES of HINDOOSTAN, 
constructed from the most recent Surveys, and Inscribed to Major-General Sir 
John Malcolm, G.C.B., K.L.S., &c. On Four Sheets of Atlas, price 
£1. Ils. 6d.; or on Cloth, in a Case, £2. 5s. 

MAPS of INDIA, viz.-1. General and Commerdal.-2. Po­
litical.-3. Military.-4. Revenue.-5. Judicial. Compiled by JoHN WALKER, 
by order of the Right Hon. the Board of Commissioners for tile Affairs of 
India. On One Sheet 4to. atlas. Each Is. 

A l\IAP of CHINA and the ADJACENT COUNTRIES, 
including Corea part of Japan, the Islands of Formosa, Philippines, &c. Com­
piled from tile Charts by Captain Ros~ and other Surveyors of. the East-India 
Company, and the latest and authentic Documents. One large Sheet.-Now 
Engraving. 

INDEX containing the Names and Geographical Positions of 
all Places in' tile MAPS of INDIA, designed to facilitate tbe use of those 
Maps. In I vol. 12mo. price lOs. boards. 
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INDIAN ATLASSES. 

A NEW ATLAS of INDIA, on ~ Scale of Four Miles to an 
Inch, from Trigonometrical Surveys made for the Purpose, being intended to 
form a complete Map of the whole of India, on an uniform plan. Each s!Jeet, 
price Ss. 

The following Twenty-Four Sheets are already completed. They are engraved by order of 
the Han. East~ India Company, by Mr. John Walker, and comprehend the Mountainous Districts, 
by Colonel Hodgson, Capt. Herbert, Capt. Webb, &c.; Bundelcund, by Capt. Francklin; 

~~~:Li~~~~~n~~r~~~~~~!~f~~cirg~t~:~u;:~~~~r,C~j~a;~r~~3fo?~;ii~~~l~S:J'~; 
Lieut. Fisher, Lieut. Pemberton &c.:-

Sheet 47 contains the surveys in the mountainous country comprising the northern part of the 
province of Sinn oar, nnd the principal part of Bissahir. 
. Sheet 48 contains the surveys in the southern part of the province of Sirmoor, part of 
Gurhwa1, and the Debra Doon. 

Sheet 65 is principally the surveys of the sources of the Ganges, Indus, and Sutluj. 
Sheet 66 is principally the survey of the province of Kumaon. 
Sheets 69 and 70 contain the survey of the greater part of the province ofBundelcund. 

~ · Sheet 42 contains the surveys of part of Soonda and Bilgy, the southern districts of the Deccan 
(Kor, Raneh, Bednore, Gootul, &c.), the north .. western part of the Rajah of 1\tysore's domi­

·11ions, and the province of North Canara. 
Sheet 43 contains the surveys of South Canara~ part of Mysore, and the district of Kodugu. 

. Sheet 58 contains the survey of part of the Nizam's territory ~being the circars of llloodgul 
and Raicht.' ~), and of the north-western part of the Ceded :Oistricts. 

Sheet 5t< is the survey of the south-western part of the Ceded Districts and the northern part 
of 1\lysore. 

Sheet 60 is principally the survey of III ysore. 
Sheet 77 contains the survey of the south-eastern portion of the Ceded Districts and of the 

northern part of the Camatic. · 
Sheet 78 contains surveys in the Camatic, the Baramahl; &c. · 
Sheet 80 contains the surveys of the districts of Ramnad, Shevagunga, part of, Tanjore, &c. 
Sheet 81 is part of the survey of the coast of Ramnad and Tinnevelly. 
Sheet 95 contains the survey of the eastern part of the Guntur district, and of the Masull­

patam and Condapilly Circars. 
Sheet 49'/llntains the surveys on the east and west of the Jumna, in the neighbourhood of 

Delhi. 
Sheet 63 contains the surveys of Travancore, and the most southern coast of the Peninsula. 
Sheets 124, 129, 130, and 138, contain the surveys in Assam and the Sources of the Brah-

m~h~~~ai25 contains the survey of Silhet. 
'"Sheet 131 contains the survey of Munnipoor; 

(Any of the above sheets may be had separately. l 
.An Index Map, sheWing the disposition of ihe sheets, may be seen at 7, Leadenhall Street. 

••* The surveys in the Deccan are in preparation. 

ATLAS of SOUTH INDIA, from Cape Comorin to the River 
Kistna, delineated on a Scale of Four English Miles to one Inch, principally 
from Original Surveys. By A. ARROWSMITH. 18 Sheets, price £6. 6s. half­
bound in russia. 

(Any of the sheets may be had separately.) 

EAST•INDIA PILOTS, ETC. 

HORSBURGH'S INDIA DIRECTORY; or, Directions for 
'Sailing to a!ld from the_ Ea~t-Indies, China, Ne~ Holland, Cape of Good 
Hope, -Brazil, and the mteiJacent Ports. Compiled chiefly from Originai 
Journals at the East-India House, and from Observations and Remarks made 
during Twenty-one Years' Experience navigating in those Seas. In 2 vols. 
4to. price £4. 6s. boards. 

HORSBURGH'S EAST-INDIA PILOT. £14. half-bound. 
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HORSBURGH'S and ARROWSMITH'S East-India Pilot of 
general and particular Charts (on the largest scale ever published) from England 
to the Cape of Good Hope, Bombay, Macrai, Bengal, and China; including, 

Straits of Dover, by Arrowsmith. Bay of Bengal, by ditto. -
Dungeness, by Capt. Johnstone. Peninsula, and Islands beyond the Ganges, 
Dritish Channel and Harbours, by Arrow- by ditto. 

smith. Sand-Heads, by Maxwell. 
North Atlantic, by ditto. Prince of Wales's Island, by Arrowsmith. 
~CfaapdeeiVrae,rdbysWlan'dJso.hnston. Strait of 1\Ialacca, by Capt. Horsburgh. 

I Strait~ of 1\ialacca and Sincapoor, by ditto. 
South Atlantic, by Arrowsmith. Strait of Sunda, by ditto. 
Coast of Brazi1s, by ditto. Straits of Bancaand Gaspar, by ditto. 
Cape of Good Hope, by Capt. Heywood. Carimata Passage, by ditto. . 
Table and False Bays, by Arrowsmith. Channels S. \V. of Chlna Seas, by ditto. 
Indian Ocean, by Capt. Horsburgh, China Seas, by ditto. 
Mauritius. Typa, by Capt. Heywood. 
Red Sea, by Arrowsmith. .Coast of China; by Arrowsmith. 
Persian Gulf, by ditto. Luzon and Formosa, by Capt. Horsburgh. 
Arabian Sea, by Capt. Horsburgh. Phillippine Islands, by Arrowsmith. 
Bombay Harbour, by ditto. Booro, Gillolo, &c., by ditto •• 
Hindoostan and Islands, by ditto. Passages eastward of New Guinea, by 
Maldiva Islands, by ditto. ditto. 

*•* Any of the foregoing Charts may be had separate, or a Selection made, 
and bound up as a pilot. 

INDIAN CHAR'l'S. 

HORSBURGH'S CHARTS for the Navigation from England 
to India and China, and throughout the Eastern Seas, viz. 

North Atlantic Ocean, 6s. 
South ditto ditto, 7s.6d. 
Gough's Island Anchorage, 2s. 
Bird's Islands, 3s. 6d. . 
Cape of Good Hope and Madagascar Seas, 

!0..6d. 
Indian Ocean, 7s. 6d. 
Arabian Sea, 7s. 6d. 
Hindoostan, 7s. 6d. 
Bombay Harbour, lOs. 6d. 
Goa and Munnagoa, 7s. fld. 
Maldiva Islands and Channels, 5s. 
Ben(lal Bay, 6s. 
Penmsula beyond the Ganges and Islands, 9s. 
South-west Coast of Sumatra, 6s. 

Malacca Strait, !large sheet, 7s. 6d, 
Ditto ditto, 2 sheets, 12s. 

Sincapore Strait Entrance, 6s. 
Rhio and Durion Straits, 7s• 6d. ... 
Sunda Strait, 6s. 
Banca Strait and Gaspar Strait, 7s. 6d. 
Carimata Passage, 7s. 6d. 
China Sea, 2 sheets, 15s, 
Canton River and Proximate Channels, 

7s. 6d. 
Bashee Islands and Channels, 3s. 6d. 
Eastern Passages to China, 3 sheets, 

.£1. us. 6d. 
Passa(les through the Barrier Reefs, Aus­

traha, 4s. 

HEYWOOD'S CHART.-Cape of Good Hope and Mozam· 
bique Passages. lOs. 6d. · · 

MAXFIELD'S CHART.-Sand Heads. 15s. 

GENERAL CHART from ENGLAND to CHINA, including 
the Indian Seas; inscribed to James Horsburgh, F.R.S., &c. &c. On One 
large Sheet, price 7s. 6d.; or on Cloth, bound, lOs. 6d. ; or on Cloth, bound 
and coloured, 12s. -

" Its utility is not confined to nautical persons, or passengers on board ship; but it will 
atrord a most convenient means of reference in the library and counting~house."-Asiatic 
Journal. 

YEATES'S Chart of the Variation of the Magnetic Needle, for 
all the known Seas comprehended within 60 degrees N. and S. lOs. 6d. 
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LIST of CHARTS published by Order of the HoNOURABLE 
EAST-INDIA COMPANY, chiefly from Surveys performed by the OFFICERS of the 
INDIAN NAVY: 

!. South-east Coast of Mrica and Knysna 
River, 4s. 6d. 

2. Mathurin Bay, lsi. of Roderigue, 3s. 6d. 
3. Madagascar Archipelago, 6s. 
4 to S. Persian Gulf, Arabian side, in 5 

sheets at 5s. each. 
9. Ditto, Bushire Road, 5s. 

1(). Ditto, Grane Harbour, 5s. 

g: gm~: N~hr~~~i,~;::,c;~~':f'i.ia::,;,ur, 5s. 
!3. Ditto, Persian Coast from Ras Tuloop 

to Bushire, Ss. 
!4. GulfofCutch, 6s. 
!5 to 18. Gulf of Manar and West Coast of 

Ceylon, 4 sheets at 3s. 6d. each. 
!9. Pulicate and Armegon Shoals, 5s. 
2(). Point Palmiras Reef, 4s. 

·21 to 23. Sand-Heads, Hoogly River, 3 
sheets at 5s. each. 

24. Cheduba Harbour, 3s. 
25 and 26. Ava Coast, 2 sheets, 13s. 6d. 
27. Martaban River, 3s. 
28. Moscos Island and Tavoy Coast, 4s. 
29. Tavoy River, 4s. 
3(). Rangoon River, 5s. 
31. Angenweel Harbour, 4s. 
32 and 33. Tannasserim Coast, 2 sheets, IJs, 
34. Northern Pepper Ports, Sumatra W. 6s. 
35. Samangca Bay, Ditto South, 48-
36. Caloombyan Harbour, do. do., 3s. 
37. Rajah Bassa Road, do. do., 3s. 6d. 
38. North and South Sand-Heads, Malacca 

Strait, 5s. 
3.q, Arroa Islands, ditto ditto, 2s. 6d. 
40. N. E. Coast of Sumatra, ditto, 7s. 6d. 
41. Singapore Harbour, do. do., 2s. 
42. New Harbour, Singapore, 2s. 6d. 
43. Channel west of Romania Reef, 3s. 
44, Islands eastward of Blntang, 2s. 
45. I!chester Shoal near Lingin, 2s. 
46. Durian Straita, 6s. 
47 ~nd 43. Passage sonth of Dnrl.an Str, 3s. 

2 sheets at 4s. 6d. each. 
49. Channel between Sumatr& and Luce-

para, 3s. 
51), North Coast of Danca, 5s. 
51. WestpartofPnloLeat,GasparSt.Tait.3s. 
52. IslandS and Channels in the vicinity of 

Singapore, 3s. ~d. 
53. Gaspar and Clement's Straits, 6s. 
54. Straits of Billiton, 5s. 
65. Lucepara Passage, 5s. 
56 and 57. N atunas and Tambeelans, 2 

sheets, 7s. 
fi8, West Coast of Palawan, 5s. 

~: W'J;~~~~~R~k llll.d Tracks near it, 
2s. 6d. 

61. Gillolo Passage, 5s. 
6"2. Bally Strait, 2s. 
63. Macassar Road, 2s. 
64. South-eait Coast of Hainan, :1.<. 
65 to 68. Cochin-China and Paracels, 4 

sheets, l4s. 
69 and 70. China Coast west of Macao, 2 

sheets, 8s. 
71 to 73. Ti•n·Pak, Huiltn-San, and Namo 

Harbours, 3sheets, 12s. 
74. Channels leading to Macao, Canton 

River, 7s. 
75. Lintin to Bocca Tigris, 5s. 
76. Canton River from do. to Second 

. Bar, 7s. 
77. Ditto ditto, from second Bar toWham-

poa Reach, 6s. 
78. Coast of China east of Lema Islands, 5s. 
V9. Harlem Bay, ditto, ditto, 4s. 
so. Coast of China from Breaker Point 

to Lamock Islands, 28·;. 
81. Ki-san-seu Harbour, East Coast of 

China, 2S. 
82. Oie-hai-oie Harbour, do. do. 2s. 
8.1. Yellow Sea, ditto, ditto, 2s. 
84. Dhaule's Track, ditto, ditto, 4s. 
85. Soundings on South-ea.t;t ditto, 2s. 
86. Killon Harbour, lslandofFonnosa, 5s. 
87. Tavoy Island and Coast from Tavoy 

River to 1\'lergui, 6s. 
88. Mergui Archipelago, from Pine Tree 

Island to the Seyer Islands, OS. 
89. Hasting's Harbour, and Islands in its 

vicinity, 4s. 
90. Kyouk Phyoo HarbOur, 3s. 

~~: r~ct:fi~~ ~\'%~~~r6~:uand~l Coast, 3s. 
93. East of Fansyack, from Lintin to Boc­

ca Tigris, 2s. 6d. 
94. Lymoon Passages, 2s. 6d. 
95. Bushire to Bassadore, in the Peraian 

Gulf, \ls. 
00. Entrance to th'e Rivers at the head of 

ditto,&. 
97. Entrance to Persian Gulf, 5s. 
98. Battnah, or Burka Coast, 5s. 
99. HarboursofMuttraand Muscat, Coast 

of Arabia, 4s. 
100 and 101. Clarence's Strait, Gulf of Per­

sia, 2 sheets at 5s. each. 
10'"2 and 103. Persian Gulf, general chart, 

2 sheets, &. 
!04. Coast of Arabia, from Ras Gober­

hindee to Ras Soaote, 5s.. 
105. Coast of Persia, from Kooe Mubar-

106. riJ!~~sljyfn~o~~e(he6~oast of Tanas-
seri~. 6ti.o · 

MAPS OP CALCUTTA AND MADRAS. 

MAP of CALCUTTA, and its Environs, with Topographical 
Details, by J. B. TASSIN. On one Sheet, coloured, price 16s. 

PLAN of CALCUTT A, with the latest Improvements, by 
HENRY OsBoRN. On One Sheet, in a Case, price l2s.' 6d. 

PLAN of the TOWN of MADRAS and its Limits, as surveyed 
in 1822, by Capt. W. RAVENSHAW. On Two Sheets and a Half, dou)Jle ele­
·phant, price £1. 5s. (\~ MRT!IIJ. 
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